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National Heritage Area Proposed for Ka Lae to Honomalino
A proposed National Heritage Area 

would run along the west coast of Ka‘ū in 
into South Kona, from Ka Lae to Honoma-
lino. Congressman Kai Kahele submitted 
the concept to the House of Representatives 
in March. In a facebooklive presentation, 
Kahele explained that National Heritage 
Areas are a grassroots, community-driven 
approach to heritage conservation and eco-
nomic development. “This is not the De-
partment of Interior or the National Park-
Service taking over an entire geographical 
area. These are really driven by the commu-

nity and working together with the National 
Park Service to preserve the heritage area...
for conservation and prevent or at least dra-
matically limit any type of major economic 
development if it’s in a conservation type of 
area,” said the Congressman.

Through partnerships, NHA entities 
support historic preservation, natural re-
source conservation, recreation, heritage 
tourism and educational projects, said 
Kahele. He noted that NHA’s receive fed-
eral recognition and technical assistance 
through partnerships with the National Park 

Service and Department of Interior, states 
and local communities.

On average, NHAs across the coun-
try each receive $250,000 a year from the 
federal government. He said the money 
could be used locally for such projects as 
signage, improvements, maintenance, res-
toration of fishponds, heiau, trails, turtle 
nesting grounds - whatever can be done - 
that requires funding and resources. He said 
it does not involve changing ownership of 
land. The land can be private, state, non-

Honomalino Bay, .75 miles south of Miloliʻi, would 
be the start of the new National Heritage Area 
running 20 to 25 miles, along the coast to Ka Lae. 
Congressman Kai Kahele held a facebook live 
meeting on March 24 to explain his proposal sent 
to Congress. 

Agriculture & Art Blend in Spring Break
Brother and sister Loa‘a and Lehia work on an arts star project at a table while other students prep the garden for kalo planting at Masazo’s Pig Farm 
above Nā‘ālehu during Spring Break. They all participated in the Kahea Mai Ka ‘Aina program, sponsored by Hana Laulima Lahui ‘O Ka‘ū. See story on 
page 10.    Photo by Nālani Parlin

Intel for launching the Ka‘ū Global Learning Lab includes visiting 
successful farms like the one at Hawaiian Earth Products, with its huge 
kalo.                                              Photo from Ka‘ū Global Learning Lab

Ka‘ū Global Learning Lab will be 
launched this Fall at Ka‘ū High & Pāhala 

Ka‘ū Global Learning Lab Set to be Launched this Fall
Elementary School. Program Director 
Aina Akamu and Principal Sharon Beck 
invite the Ka‘ū community to learn about 
the new purposefully designed, learning 
environment that will be offered to stu-
dents in grades nine and ten. The program 
is based around the KHPES School Farm, 
located on the ag lot on the school campus 
in Pāhala. 

To introduce the community to Ka‘ū 
Global Learning Lab, a Ka‘ū Commu-
nity School Farm Work Day will be held 
on Saturday, April 17. A presentation on 
the program begins at 8:30 a.m. at the Ag 
Building, with volunteer farm work at 9 
a.m., along with an opportunity to meet 
students and join the school support group 

KHPES Ag Hui. 
The presentation will 

also be made available 
virtually, live-streaming 
via Zoom. The meeting 
ID is 991. 3311. 87854. 
Passcode is GLL. With 
any questions, email 
khpesaghui@gmail.com.

To introduce the con-
cept to the families with 
students going into ninth 
and tenth grade living in 
communities served by 
Ka‘ū High, meetings will 
be held April 13 - 16 from 

Manāka‘a Conserved, Kiolaka‘a Purchase Reaffirmed
Manākaʻa, the 300 acres on the Kaʻū 

Coast that was targeted for preservation 
and ownership by the Ala Kahakai Trail As-
sociation, has been sold and a conservation 
easement will protect it from development.

Kiolaka‘a, the 1800 acres, which 
reaches from makai of Nā‘ālehu to 
Ka‘alu‘alu Bay, is still being considered 
by the state Board of Land & Natural Re-
sources for funding and ownership by the 
Trail Association.

A statement in March from the Trail 
Association, which applied for state Lega-
cy Land Conservation Program funding to 
preserve Manākaʻa, says: “Because other 
conservation projects were ranked above 
Manākaʻa (ranked # 3) and the project is 
only eligible for a small partial Legacy 
Land Conservation Program award in fiscal 
year 2021, we were not able to raise suffi-
cient acquisition funds and could not offer 
to buy the property from the landowner.

“The Trust For Public Land contin-
ued to negotiate with the landowner, but 
the owner rejected our offers and could 
not wait for us to raise and secure suffi-
cient public funding for the conservation 
acquisition. In the interim, the landowner 
decided to lower their listing price, putting 
the property at increased and severe risk of 
being sold and developed.

“However, The Trust for Public Land 
Manākaʻa is sold to a private landowner with a 
conservation easement to prevent development. 

Photo from Ala Kahakai Trail Association

Ka‘ū Coffee farmers are working to-
ward owning their own farms and securing 
good leases for those who can’t afford to 
purchase. They are meeting with county, 
state and federal officials by zoom, phone 
and on the ground, as owners of the prop-
erty at Moa‘ula and Pear Tree finish subdi-
viding the land under the farms to put them 
up for sale.

The farmers have first refusal to buy 
their farms from Resource Land Holdings, 
a Colorado company that owns the land 
under their orchards. New owners would 
be allowed to build a house on each lot. In 
cases where there is a license on the prop-
erty to a Ka‘ū Coffee farmer, the farmer 
would be required to allow the owner to 
take a half acre out of coffee to make room 
for the home.

Owner’s representative Jim McCully, 
who has worked on subdividing agricultur-
al parcels in the past came to a live meet-
ing of the farmers in March. He described 
the prospect as a good opportunity for lo-
cal farmers to become owners of their land 
instead of remaining on licenses to rent 
the land. Many of the farmers have been 
operating on licenses for more than two 
decades, since shortly after the sugar cane 
company shut down in 1996.

McCully talked about his own expe-

Ka‘ū Coffee Farmers Struggle With Land Security
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and Ala Kahakai Trail Association worked 
to find another conservation solution that 
could meet the landowner’s asking price, 
timeline and urgent need to sell. TPL and 
ATA applied for and received a grant from 
a private philanthropic foundation to al-
low ATA to acquire a Conservation Ease-
ment over the property. This easement will 
keep the land in agriculture and protect its 
cultural and natural resources including 
the trail system. The landowner recently 
put the property under contract to sell to 
a private buyer. At closing, the buyer has 
agreed to convey and grant a conservation 
easement to ATA in order to protect the 
property’s agricultural, cultural, and natu-
ral resources in perpetuity.”

The ATA statement said that the orga-
nization has notified the Legacy Land Con-
servation Program within the state Depart-
ment of Land & Natural Resources “that 
we are withdrawing our grant application 
for acquisition funding for Manākaʻa so 
that the funding can go to other worthy 
conservation projects.”

On March 31, the state Legacy Land 
Commission reaffirmed its recommenda-
tion that the Kiolaka‘a lands that border 
Ka‘alu‘alu Bay be funded for preservation. 
The commission voted to require that non-
profit organizations in Ka‘ū be invited to 
participate in the plan to manage the 1,800 
acres. Among the organizations are: Ka‘ū 

farmers to become owners by paying only 
a few hundred dollars a month more than 
their lease payments.

Most of the lots would be smaller than 
the minimum 20 acres required by the Ag-
riculture zoning, through a special Project 
Unit Development arrangement with the 
county. The houses would be off grid and 
without potable water. Farmers not buying 
their lots could continue paying rent to op-
erate their farms, with most having nine to 
13 years left on their license. 

Kaʻū Coffee Growers Cooperative 
President Gloria Camba asked if the price 
of the farm lots could be lowered if some 
of the expenses imposed by the county in 
order to to subdivide the land could be re-
duced. McCully and RLH land consultant 
John Cross explained that the county is re-
quiring the owners to pave roads to some 
of the farm lot areas and to put in culverts 
on a Kaʻalaiki Road gulch crossing. Cam-
ba asked why the coffee farmers have to 
take on the cost of culverts in the pricing 
of their land, since macadamia, ranching 
and other farm enterprises in the same area 
also use that crossing. McCully explained 
that the gulch and section of Kaʻalaiki road 
is on RLH land and that Kaʻalaiki Road is 
not owned by the county. Kaʻalaiki Road is 
owned by each adjacent land owner along 
its path between Pāhala and Nāʻālehu.

When asked whether the county 
would require road improvements if there 
were no houses permitted on the farm lots, 
McCully said the county would require the 

infrastructure improvements even without 
homes allowed there.

After the meeting, farmers discussed 
the possibility of state 
or federal government 
helping to pay for the 
culvert improvement 
on Ka‘alaiki Road, par-
ticularly since it is used 
as the emergency road 
by residents and visi-
tors when Hwy 11, them 
main road around the is-
land, is flooded. Several 
coffee farmers said they 
would meet with Con-
gressman Kai Kahele on 
April 1 to ask if he could 
help.

McCully also said 
the RLH plan is much 
less expensive than an 
earlier plan proposed 
for the area. He said 
the earlier plan, under dif-
ferent ownership, included 
the paving of many more 
roads and the cost of ad-
ditional infrastructure. He 
said the old subdivision 
plan was designed for off-
shore, luxury, non-farmer 
buyers. He said it was not 
designed to make the lots 
the same configuration of 
existing coffee farms, and 
for farmers to buy them at 
a reasonable price. He said 
the RLH approach is “Let’s 
make a farm subdivision,” 
not a luxury subdivision.

When asked whether 
a foundation could help re-
duce the cost of the farms 
by purchasing the devel-
opment rights to prevent 
houses from being built, 
so the lots would be less 

Coffee Farmers, pg. 3

Hawaiian Civic Club, Ka‘ū Kupuna Coun-
cil, Ka‘ū Multicultural Society, Ka‘ū Kule-
ana and Pele Defense Fund. The property 
title would be held by the Ala Kahaka‘i 
Trail Association.

Legacy Land commissioners recom-
mended that all of the groups work togeth-
er, acknowledging that they appeared to 
have the same goal, to preserve and stew-

ard Ka‘ū land. The purchase of Kiolaka‘a 
would mean that lands along the coast 
from Honu‘apo to Ka Lae would be pro-
tected from development.

Kupuna from Ka‘ū said that Ka‘ū resi-
dents are experienced in taking care of the 
land and should be at the heart of a man-
agement plan. Representatives of the Ala 
Kahakai Trail Association promised to em-

brace volunteers from Ka‘ū to join in the 
planning and stewardship.

The recommendation goes to the 
state Board of Land & Natural Resources, 
which had delayed funding the purchase, 
asking for evidence of more community 
support for the purchase. It is expected to 
act in late April.

rience farming on this island, always on 
leased land. He urged the farmers to buy. 
He described the pricing as reasonable, 
saying that property planted in coffee in 
Kona sells for $35,000 an acre. Prices pro-
posed by RLH, according to some farm-
ers, are somewhere between $17,000 and 
$22,000 an acre, depending on the lot. 
Some farmers with 20 acres would have to 
come up with 400,000; those with smaller 
farms, much less. Several government loan 
options could provide very low interest 
rates, with no downpayment, leading some 

expensive for farmers, McCully encour-
aged the farmers to keep the right to build 

Kiolakaʻa rises from Kaʻaluʻalu Bay toward Waiʻohinu and is up for state funding to protect it. See a description and its history at http://www.alaka-
hakaitrail.org/kiolokaa-kaalualu.   Photo from Ala Kahakai Trail Association
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Coffee Farmers, from pg. 2
houses, to protect their "property rights." 

Most farmers already own their own 
homes in Pāhala and Nāʻālehu and many 
have mortgages, making it difficult for 
some of them to qualify to take on more 
debt. McCully said, however, "Some farm-
ers believe this is a growth opportunity."

Denise Nakanishi, a realtor represent-
ing RLH, praised the company, saying she 
has never seen developers help farmers so 
much to become the landowners. They are 
"trying to make sure they keep you on your 
farm," she told the group.

RLH representatives said the subdi-
vision has not yet received final approval 
from the county. They acknowledged that 
the Project Unit Development for the cof-
fee lands received tentative approval years 
ago without a public hearing, which is now 
required for such PUD subdivisions. 

In order to receive TMK’s and the final 
subdivision approval, RLH must complete 
road and gulch-crossing improvements or 
provide a bond guaranteeing it will do the 

work. Both Cross and McCully said a bond 
has been purchased and a construction 
company hired to build the roads.

Also, to receive final approval, and the 
ability to sell the farm lots, Mayor Mitch 
Roth has to sign off on the Project Unit 
Development and the TMK’s must be reg-

who will operate on a license or lease af-
ter the land under their farms is subdivided 
and sold at Moaʻula and Pear Tree. With 
new owners allowing to take a half acre out 
of coffee to build a home, with the farm-
er continuing to grow coffee around the 
house, how would they get along? 

During the meeting with representa-
tives of owner Resource Land Holdings, 
farmers asked whether a new owner could 
tell them not to come to work on their 
farms too early, make noise mowing, spray 
chemicals and could they require them to 
grow organic?  

RLH representative McCully said it is 
“settled law” that farmers leasing or oper-
ating under a license to rent land can carry 
out normal farming practices without in-
terference from the landowner.

Another question was the defini-
tion of ownership of the coffee trees. 
RLH leases say coffee trees belong to the 
landowner. Coffee farmers noted that the 
growers planted, cared for, harvested, sold 
the coffee and sometimes replaced the 
trees for over 20 years. 

Some of the farmers at an earlier 

meeting objected to new landowners tak-
ing possession of the trees. However, lan-
guage stating that the landowner owns the 
trees has been in their licenses to rent the 
land for many years and the licenses will 
be transferred to new owners when the 
farm lots sell.

Farmers asked whether a new owner 
could stop the farmers from stumping the 
trees to encourage new growth and higher 
productivity- a common practice. Could 
new owners prevent farmers from grafting 
on a new disease resistant variety of cof-
fee tree after cutting their trees down to 
stumps? Would the new farm lot owner, 
by also owning the coffee trees, have the 
right to direct the agricultural practices of 
the farmer? 

Another consideration brought up is 

the fact that farmers are only allowed to 
grow coffee on the land they rent under a 
license, with the exception of windbreaks 
and vegetables for home use only. Should 
the coffee leaf rust, a disease making its 
way through Kona Coffee farms, destroy 
orchards here, the farmers could be left in 
the position of planting a different crop to 
make a living. It would be up to the new 
owner to give permission to the coffee 
farmer renting the land.

John Cross, a long time Kaʻū agri-
culture and land manager, and consultant 
to RLH, said he would talk to RLH about 
making the licenses to rent the land more 
specific in regards to allowable farming 
activities. 

McCully said the questions of new 
owners directing the farm practices of the 
coffee growers and the issues of owning 
the trees and allowable crops would be-
come mute if the coffee farmers succeed 
in buying their farms. He encouraged the 
farmers to buy them now, at a time when 
interest rates are low and government pro-
grams can help them to qualify for loans.

Two of the original Kaʻū Coffee farmers Francis and Trini Marques. The coffee lands are being subdi-
vided and going up for sale, with farmers hoping to buy or lease their farms.  Photo by Julia Neal

Kaʻū Coffee farmers built and industry after the sugar company shut down and now face land insecu-
rity. Farmer John Ah San, left, calls the price of the lots to be subdivided under their farms "sticker 
shock."    Photo by Julia Neal

Mo‘aula Kaʻū Coffee lands are undergoing subdivision at the count and the owners are getting ready to sell. Will the farmers be able to afford them? 

Dave Chun from Kai Kahele’s Washington office 
and Council member Maile David  zoomed in to 
the land security coffee farmer meeting in Pāhala 
in March. Photos by Julia Neal

Kaʻū Coffee Growers Cooperative President Glo-
ria Camba and farming partner Rogelio Aquino. 

Photo by Julia Neal

istered and accepted by the state.
In the meantime, RLH is accepting 

intent letters from the farmers to reserve 
their individual lots. Its representatives 
promised to refrain from marketing or list-
ing the lots until every farmer has had the 
opportunity to qualify to buy each lot. 

RLH representatives were also asked 
if they would refrain from putting lots on 
the open market, until they offered all of 
the unreserved lots to other existing les-
sees on RLH land. Some farmers said they 
wanted to help other coffee growers who 
can not afford to buy, through purchasing 
their farms and allowing them to stay in 
place until they retire. RLH representatives 
said they would look into it.  

Kohala Center repre-
sentative Teresa Young of-
fered free help to coffee 
farmers who need assistance 
in filling out loan applica-
tions. She said even those 
who think there is no way 
to qualify should at least try. 
She said there are numerous 
programs to help them. 

Also asking for help are 
those Kaʻū Coffee growers, 
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The Solar System
Mars ended March in Taurus (TAU). 

The Perseverance rover landed sucess-
fully on Mars six weeks ago. We have a 
very nice picture of a thinly layered rock, 
exactly the type of rock we were expecting 
to find. Note how thin and level the layers 
are! There have been thousands of images 
taken by Perseverance so far.

Jupiter and Saturn are slowly separat-
ing, and are in Capricorn, the Goat. Venus 
and Mercury are too close to the sun to eas-
ily see.

MOON AND SUN
EVENT
Date ..................... Moon Rise Moon Set
Last Quarter  
Apr.  4 ................. 1:18 am 12:27 pm
New Moon
Apr. 11 ................ 6:08 am 6:38 pm
First Quarter 
Apr. 19 ................ 11:46 am 12:36 am

(after midnight Tues. am)
Full Moon
Apr. 26 ................ 6:43 pm 6:46 am  

(the next morning)
The sun is without spots on most days, 

Stars over Ka‘ū - April 2021 
by Lew & Donna Cook

CLASSIFIED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy 
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown 
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

but is starting to show activity. We changed 
the location for the times of sunrise/sunset 
and very close observers will note a “hitch 
in our git-a-long.” The old location was at 
the peak of Kīlauea, while the new one is 
Pāhala. 
Date ....................... Sunrise Sunset
Apr. 2  ................... 6:14 am 6:36 pm
Apr. 9  ................... 6:07 am 6:38 pm
Apr. 16  ................. 6:03 am 6:40 pm
Apr. 23 .................. 5:58 am 6:42 pm
Apr. 30 .................. 5:54 am 6:44 pm
CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP SKY 

OBJECTS
The Virgin (VIR) is fully up in the 

east, and the brightest star in VIR, Spica, is 
risen. Overhead is Leo, the lion. Other con-
stellations are Gemini (GEM), the twins 
(high in the west). The mighty hunter, Ori-
on is on the horizon in the west. We said 
goodbye with a dramatic shot of the Great 
Nebula taken by Rick Taft. Is that what it 
looks like to the naked eye? No! Here is a 
more realistic image taken by Tara Mostofi.

The ship of Jason and the Argonauts 
is now starting to set in the southwestern 
sky at chart time. This ship is composed 
of three constellations: the Keel (CAR), 
the  Poop Deck (PUP) and the Sail (VEL). 
The Southern Cross is also up. Show this to 
visitors from the mainland when you cross 
paths with them. They’ll get kick out of it!

The Perseverance Rover is crawling across Mars 
in Jezero crater now looking at the various geol-
ogy. This location was chosen because there is a 
delta formed by cyclic flooding. Here is a large 
rock showing multiple thin deposits. Credit:  
NASA/JPL-Caltech/ASU

This shot of the Orion nebula was taken by Tara 
Mostofi. It shows what the great nebula looks 
like when your eye is at the eyepiece of a medium 
sized telescope. Credit: Tara Mostofi

The Celebrate the West art competi-
tion for students in Hawai‘i and the west-
ern region of the United States is being 
sponsored by the Western Governors’ 
Foundation. Deadline to enter is April 30. 
Judging for State Finalists will be May 7. 
State winners will be displayed in an online 
virtual competition in conjunction with the 
Western Governor’s Association annual 
meeting in Sunriver, Oregon May 14-16. 
Winners will receive $1,500 for first place, 
$750, $500 for third and $200 remaining 
for other finalists. Student art is likely to 
be displayed at the governor’s office with a 
meeting of the governor.

Sponsors encourage students ninth 
through twelfth grade to 

“Submit an  original two-dimension-
al artwork that conveys what your state 
means to you, how you are artistically in-
spired by your state, or the uniqueness of 
living in the West. You may draw inspira-
tion from your states history, landmarks, 
natural resources, National Parks or Monu-
ments, current or historical events, people, 

community and culture." Eligible to enter 
are also students from Guam.

See the entry forms, former winners 
and more at www.westgov.org. Email 
wGAart@westgov.org. Call 303-623-9378.

Art Competition Open for Students
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Skate Park, pg. 7

Villa Reopens International Karate League for Ka‘ū
International Karate League has re-

turned its classes to an outdoor venue at 
Pāhala Community Center each Friday at 4 
p.m., under the leadership of Sensei Fran-
cisco Villa.

The Pāhala chapter was founded more 
than a decade ago by Sensei Cliff Field, 
a physician and former medical director 
at Kaʻū Hospital, and Suz Field, a Physi-

Francisco Villa checks the moves of his students today after a year of 
hibernation during the pandemic. Photo by Julia Neal

Sensei Francisco Villa, flanked by Sensei Cliff 
and Suz Field who founded the Pāhala Dojo. 

Photo from IKL

Soto No Michi Martial Arts Move-
ment classes have resumed at Pāhala Hon-
gwanji. Before the pandemic, the dojo was 
called Aikido of Pāhala, but classes have 
been restructured to withdraw physical in-
teraction in order to concentrate on form 
and movement among individuals. The 
classes are Mondays and Fridays, 4:30 to 
6 p.m. and they are free at the old Japanese 
school house on the grounds of the Hong-
wanji at the end of Pa’au’au Street.

The instructor is Gabe Cuevas, who 
studied with Sensei Alan Moorse at Aikido 
of Pāhala. Cuevas also trained for six years 
in kajukenbo self-defense system with its 
founder Adriano Emperado, four years of 
Okinawan Karate at the Moilili Okinawan 
Center in Honolulu, six years of Wing Chu 
Do with Grand Master Kimo Wong in Ho-
nolulu, three years of Tai Chi with Dr. Ben-
jamin Boon Chai, four years of the Soto No 
Michi martial arts system with Sensei Alan 
Moores at Aikido of Pāhala.

Soto No Michi Martial Arts 
Movement Classes Resume

Sensei Cuevas offers Soto No Michi at Pāhala 
Hongwanji.  Photo by Julia Neal

cians Assistant practitioner and professor. 
Villa became the director when the Fields 
moved to Arizona.

The form of karate practiced by In-
ternational Karate League is Shorin Ryu, 
founded by Walter Nishioka Shihan. The 
Pāhala dojo often hosted Shihan, who flew 
to Hawaiʻi Island from Japan to mentor the 
students, overseeing their progress through 
the rankings in karate.

Francisco Villa’s karate classes have restarted outdoors at Pāhala Community Center at 4 p.m. on Fridays and sometimes on Sundays after a year without 
practice during the pandemic. See more below.    Photo by Julia Neal

Shihan, the Fields 
and Villa took local youth 
and adults to karate events 
around the island and 
beyond.

Competitions and 
conventions rotated be-
tween Hawaiʻi, Califor-
nia, Nevada, Idaho, Utah, 
Minnesota and North 
Carolina.

Villa said he looks 
forward to the day when 
the karate classes can re-
sume indoors at the community center. 
New COVID regulations allow gatherings 
of up to 25 people outdoors and ten people 
indoors.Villa said that even outdoors, there 

is no physical contact between the students 
and they remain distanced throughout the 
classes. He teaches people of all ages.

To sign up, call 347-882-0101.

West Kaʻū’s new member of the of 
the state House of Representatives, Jeanne 
Kapela, met in March with supporters of 
building a skatepark at Kahuku County 
Park in Ocean View. Kapela said she plans 
to connect the group with funders and oth-
ers to the skatepark forward. She said she 
supports “creating more spaces in our com-
munities for keiki.”

Kapela said that it would be difficult 
for legislators to provide new grants in 
aid to fund community projects this year, 
with the pandemic severely reducing the 
amount of tax money collected by the state. 
She said she will help the group find other 
state, federal, county and private funding 
for the skatepark. “I’m the people’s repre-
sentative and a connector. I am for money 
going directly to community organizations 
and uplifting our keiki.”

Kapela said her staff will help look 
for opportunities for funding the project, 
including reaching out to County Council-
woman Maile David. 

Freshman state House of Representatives member Jeanne Kapela met in March with children advocat-
ing a skatepark for Ocean View.   Photo by Deseray Seaver

Rep. Kapela Vows to Help Build Skate Park

Spring sports workouts have begun at 
Kaʻū High School for softball, boys vol-
leyball and track. Students must provide 
an updated physical and participation form 
to take part in the conditioning. The Ath-
letic Department provides a daily well-
ness sign-in before each practice. A water 
bottle is provided to the student on first 
day of joining the workout sessions, with 

a touchless water cooler available for refill. 
Students are allowed to bring own Hydro 
or water bottle Prohibited are sharing per-
sonal equipment, clothes, towels or water 
bottles. Face mask are required at all times. 
The Athletic Department reports that it fol-
lows all County, State, Department of Edu-
cation and CDC Guidelines.

Spring Sports Start Workouts

Kapela said such facilities “can help 
shift the narrative in our communities. 
Ocean View, in particular, needs hubs 
where the community feels safe, especially 
for keiki.” She described Ocean View as a 
growing community. We have a lot of fam-
ilies here with children. My job is to help,” 
said the freshman Representative.

Kaimi Kaupiko, an advocate for the 
skatepark, whose nonprofit Kalanihale is 
overseeing the creation of the skateboard 
facility, attended the meeting. “We are 
building our advocacy group,” he said, 
by meeting Kapela and also representa-
tives of the county Department of Parks & 
Recreation.

The facility would have two compo-
nents, one oriented to skateboarding and 
the other a roller rink with a roof over it. 
The rink, to be operated by Kaʻū Skate 
Club, could have free skating and perhaps 
some team sports like roller derby and roll-
er hockey. Bicycles and scooters could also 
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Global Learning, from pg. 1
KA’U SCHOOL & YOUTH 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in person (for up to ten 
at each location) and on zoom on Tues-
day, April 13 at St. Jude’s in Ocean View, 
Wednesday, April 14 at Nā’ālehu Hon-
gwanji and Thursday, April 15 at the old 

Pāhala School Gym. A zoom, only, meet-
ing will be Friday, April 16. For all days 
the zoom Meeting ID is 922 1667 0051, 
with passcode GLL. The informational 
meeting is a requirement for all incom-
ing ninth and tenth grade KHPES students 

for school year 2021-2022. To sign 
up for one of the ten spots in each 
in-person meeting, check email 
and return RSVP form. With any 
questions, email KHPESAGHUI@
gmail.com, or call 808-313-4100.

Akamu said 
the Ka‘ū Global 
Learning Lab is a 
school, local and 
community model 
to ensure com-
munity health and 
resiliency through 
a portfolio of 
efforts.

One effort 
is to employ an 
academy ap-
proach for stu-
dents that is tied 
to earning college 
certificates, in-
dustry certifications and 
community based learn-
ing. The first academy to 
be established as part of 
the Ka‘ū Global Learning 
Lab will be the Agri-pre-
neurship Academy. The 
second will be a Health & 
Education Academy, said 
Akamu. 

The second effort 
is to establish a commu-
nity adult learning hub 
to create access to high-
er education. “Through 

our partnership with Hawai‘i Community 
College, we want to ensure that college 
courses and training opportunities also 
benefit adult learners in our community,” 
said Akamu.

The third is comprised of Global Part-
nerships, starting with MyFarm, a Japa-
nese entity that is helping Ka‘ū High to 
establish its School Farm, with an entre-
preneurial focus that inspires the learning 
of many skills from the traditional English, 
math and science to horticulture, branding 
and marketing.

The fourth is developing community 
Global Learning, pg. 8
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Skate Park, from pg. 5

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Merrie Monarch Virtual, Pauses Crafts, Parade, Public Performances

Merrie Monarch Festival is on again, 
but without the craft fair, parade and hula 
presentations that draw many participants 
from Ka‘ū, including young and kupuna 
dancers from the hālau of Debbie Ryder and 
Lorilei Shirakawa. Ka‘ū Coffee farmers are 
also a regular participant in the parade.

Organizers made the announcement in 
March, setting dates for June 24-26, with 
the television broadcast on KFVE July 1-3 
for the virtual audience. 

The performances and competition in 
traditional and modern hula will take place 
at the Edith Kanakaole Stadium, but without 
the crowd. Instead of the five to six thou-
sand attendees, there will be some 300 par-
ticipants plus a production crew and support 
staff to film the dance and music, without a 
live audience. Fifteen halau will participate 
and stay in their bubbles while on the island.

The organizers released the following 
statement:

“After months of developing rigorous 
safety guidelines and a television broadcast 
plan that will allow for a virtual audience 
experience, the Merrie Monarch Festival 
announced today that the hula competition 
will be held this summer. The event that 
had been held every single year like clock-
work since 1964 fell victim to the pandemic 

Kaʻū Coffee farmers are regular participants in the Merrie Monarch Parade, which is cancelled again 
this year, due to the pandemic.   Photo by Julia Neal

Merrie Monarch Parade has been cancelled, and  riders like Kehau 
Ke will stand down for a second year, due to the pandemic, as the 
Merrie Monarch competition goes virtual.

Photo by Kamalani Kualahine-Salmo

Pāhala Elementary School students, under the direction of Kumu Hula Debbie Ryder.
when Festival President Luana Kawelu had 
to make the crucial decision to call off the 
festival weeks before it was to be held in the 
Spring of 2020.

“The health and wellbeing of all hālau 
participants and the community overall was 
our top priority then and continues to be 
now as we move forward with holding the 
event this year,” said Kawelu who worked 
with health professionals and a team of 
advisors to develop safety guidelines mod-
eled after those used by professional sports 
teams and associations over the past year. 

Kawelu went on to 
say, “we are grateful to 
our partners, including 
representatives from The 
Queen’s Health Systems, 
that are lending their time, 
expertise and resources to 
help us set up and imple-
ment this comprehensive 
safety plan.”

All hālau participants, 
festival staff, as well as 
the television production 
crew have agreed to follow 
the guidelines that include 
undergoing multiple CO-
VID testings, a five-day 
isolation period prior to 
entering the competition 
venue for the first time, and daily screen-
ings to continually monitor participants for 
symptoms. 

Kumu Hula Keʻano Kaʻupu of Hālau 
Hiʻiakaināmakalehua shared that, “it was a 
lot to consider given that competition prep-
aration is intense in and of itself. But hula 
isn’t just an activity we do, it is our way of 
life and we really wanted to be back in this 
Merrie Monarch space and community.” 
Fellow Kumu, Lono Padilla, added that “the 

seven Miss Aloha Hula entrants. 
Participating Hālau are: Hālau 

Hi‘iakaināmakalehua; Hālau Hula ‘O 
Nāpunaheleonāpua; Hālau Hula Ke ‘Olu 
Makani O Mauna Loa; Hālau Hula Olana; 
Hālau I Ka Wēkiu; Hālau Ka Lei Moki-
hana o Leinā‘ala;Hālau Ka Liko Pua O 
Kalaniākea; Hālau Kala‘akeakauikawēkiu; 
Hālau Kekuaokalā‘au‘alaʻiliahi; Hālau Keo-
lakapuokalani; Hālau O Ka Hanu Lehua; Ka 
Lā ‘Ōnohi Mai O Ha‘ehaʻe; Kawai‘ulaokalā 
Kawaili‘ulā; Ke Kai O Kahiki.

Reunion Rescheduled for October
The annual mainland reunion for 

Ka‘ū High School alumni and friends is 
postponed until the weekend of Friday, 
October 22. The reunion is held each year 
in Las Vegas and organizers reported to-
day that the host hotel, “The Cal,” is not 
fully prepared for banquets. Las Vegas 
“Main Street remain closed until Vaca-

tion Hawai‘i starts flying again or traffic in 
general picks up significantly,” and many 
alumni are waiting for either Coronavirus 
restrictions to ease or to receive their CO-
VID-19 vaccinations.

To sign up for the October reunion 
in Las Vegas, contact Glenn Kawachi at 
mrgyk50@outlook.com. Another annual 

reunion for this year in 
Pāhala was also paused.

be offered time to operate on the surface.
Deseray Seaver, who represents Ocean 

View Skatepark Advocacy Group, said she 
is inspired to see Kapela so excited “to 
witness citizens in her district working to 

put a project 
together and 
to lift it off 
the ground, 
to benefit 
the children, 
families and 
the whole 
of Ocean 

View.” 
Also representing the Skatepark Ad-

vocacy Group was Travis Aucoin, long-
time promoter, teacher and events orga-
nizer for skateboarding.

Seaver said the Kaʻū Skate Club 
which plans to build the rink, is meeting 
with the Skatepark group on zoom. The 
two groups have agreed to coordinate their 
efforts. Contact Seaver at 509-863-4215. 
Contact Aucoin at 808-557-8194. Contact 
Kaʻū Skate Club at 808-747-1147.

See www.oceanviewskartepark.com. 
Donations are being taken.

level of detail and analysis that went into the 
guidelines and protocols reassured us that 
this was something we could do safely.”

“County of Hawaiʻi Mayor Mitch 
Roth affirmed the County’s support of the 
festival saying, “as a dedicated and crucial 
partner, the County of Hawai‘i continues to 
work closely with Merrie Monarch Festival 
President Luana Kawelu, and the Organiz-
ing Committee.” Roth specifically acknowl-
edged the plan saying, “I have received, 
read and approved the comprehensive and 
robust outline of the extensive protocols and 
actions.”

The 15 hālau will present 11 Wahine 
and eight Kāne performances in both the 
Kahiko and ʻAuana categories as well as 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
See updates at 

www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents movies 

on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Gates open at 4 p.m. 
Once the car park area is full, gates will be 
closed. There will be refreshments on sale, 
such as Thai Grindz, popcorn, and candy. No 
entry or membership fee; donations accept-
ed. Attendees must join Ocean View Theater 
Club on Facebook. For details, see the Ocean 
View Community Market and Outdoor The-
ater Facebook page. 

GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for Dis-
covery Harbour Golf Course and its Club-
house: The new Club offers Social Member-
ships, with future use of the clubhouse and 
current use of the pickleball courts as well 
as walking and running on specified areas of 
the golf course before 8 a.m. and after 3 p.m. 
to enjoy the panoramic ocean views. Golf 
memberships range from unlimited play for 
the avid golfer to casual play options. Mem-
bership is required to play and practice golf 
on the course. All golf memberships include 
Social Membership amenities. Membership 
fees are designed to help underwrite pro-
grams and improvements to the facilities. 
Call 808-731-5122 or stop by the Clubhouse 
during business hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily 
at 94-1581 Kaulua Circle. Email clubatdis-
coveryharbour@gmail.com. See The Club at 
Discovery Harbour Facebook page. 

HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN TRAILS 
AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE. Drive to the 
overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park at Volcano and Kahuku units. See nps.
gov/havo.Take a Guided Nature Walkthrough 
Nature Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 
9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. No reservations 
for five or fewer – limited to ten people. Free; 
donations appreciated. Email programs@
volcanoartcenter.org. Garden is open to walk 
through at one’s own pace, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222.

infrastructure and resources to support 
community resiliency, entrepreneurship 
and sustainability. An idea would be a 
food innovation center, processing fa-
cility, technology incubator, or a farm-
ing cooperative to support students after 

they graduate so they can continue to 
live, work, play and thrive in Ka‘ū. The 
community can support, develop and 
enhance student ideas and enterprises to 
help further their post-school success, 
said Akamu.

Global Learning, from pg. 6

ONLINE
SIGN UP FOR VOLCANO WOOD SHOW 

EXHIBITION, coming up this summer at Vol-
cano Art Center. 

Hawai‘i LEGISLATURE IS WELL INTO 
ITS 2021 SESSION. Virtual Workshops on 
Hawaiʻi’s Legislative Processes through 
Public Access Room. Sign up by contacting 
(808) 587-0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. 
Ask questions and discuss all things legisla-
tive in a non-partisan environment. Attend 
Coffee Hour with PAR: Fridays at 3 p.m. on 
Zoom, meeting ID 990 4865 9652 or click 
zoom.us/j/99048659652. PAR staff will be 
available to answer questions and to discuss 
the legislative process. Anyone wanting to 
listen in without taking part in discussions 
is welcome. Learn more at lrb.hawaii.gov/
public-access-room.

Ka‘ū COFFEE FESTIVAL’S VIRTUAL PRES-
ENCE is archived at www.kaucoffefestival.
com. See stories and photos of farmers and 
their orchards, a concert and classes and dis-
cussions about Ka‘ū Coffee.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper 

Center, Volcano Village on Sundays. 6 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., with much local produce, baked 
goods, food to go, island beef and Kaʻū Cof-
fee. Cooper Center’s EBT Machine, used at 
the Farmer’s Market, is out of service until 
further notice. EBT is used for Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food 
Stamps. Call 808-967-7800.

‘O Ka‘ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, open 
Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Limit of 50 customers an hour, 20 vendor 
booths, with 20 feet of space between ven-
dors. Masks and hand sanitizing required, 
social distancing enforced. Contact Sue Bar-
nett, OKK Market Manager, at 808-345-9374 
(voice or text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for 
more and to apply to vend. See facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET, 
open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., on the corner of Kona Drive and 
Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located. 
Managed by Mark Council. Masks manda-
tory. 100-person limit, social distancing re-
quired. Gate unlocked for vendors at 5:30 
a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations needed. 
Parking in upper lot only. Vendors must pro-
vide own sanitizer. Food vendor permits re-
quired. Carpooling encouraged.

OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at Ocean 
View makai shopping center, near Mālama 
Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up time is 5 
a.m. Masks required.

ALOHA FRIDAY MARKETPLACE is hosted 
by Nā‘ālehu Main Street on Fridays from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the grounds of Kauaha‘ao 
Congregational Church in Wai‘ōhinu. The 

farmers market, swap meet, food court and 
place of arts and crafts also feature health 
practitioners, entertainers and more. Email 
AlohaFridayMarket@gmail.com.

FOOD SECURITY
PICK UP FOOD WEEKDAYS in the parking 

lot of ACE Hardware in Ocean View from 
Hope DIA-mend Ministries TLC at 4:45 p.m. 
From 115 to 320 meals available each day, 
coordinated by pastors Pam and Lance Ako. 
For help or to donate, call or text Ako at 808-
937-6355, or call 808-920-8137. See them 
on Facebook and at hopedia-mendministries.
com.

BULK SCHOOL MEAL SERVICE for those 
18 and under will be held at Volcano and 
Pāhala on alternating weeks. Every Friday, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., pick up food in Volcano, 
and at Kaʻū District Gym. Food items include 
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Jam, which runs from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
Service is emailed Sunday afternoon to any-
one on the email list. Sign up by emailing at 
dwongyuen.kauahaaochurch@gmail.com or 
call 928-8039 or 937-2155.

ST. JUDE’S HOSTS LIVE DIGITAL WOR-
SHIP on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. 
Anyone with difficulty using Zoom can con-
tact DonHatch@Hatchville.com. “Don’t be 
shy. Zoom is an easy app to use,” said Ocean 
View’s St. Jude’s Episcopal Church spokes-
person Cindy Cutts.

Hope DIA-mend Ministries holds outdoor ser-
vices Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 92-898 Gin-
ger Blossom Lane in Ocean View. Masks 
and distancing required. For help and/or to 
donate, call or text Pam and Lance Ako at 
808-937-6355, or call the Ministry at 808-
920-8137. See them on Facebook and at 
hopedia-mendministries.com.

HEALTH & FITNESS
TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN HEALING 

SERVICES from Hui Mālama Ola Nā 
‘Ōiwi including La‘au Lapa‘au. Learn 
Ho‘oponopono, traditional gardening for 
healing plants, and Lomilomi. Sign up at 
HMONO.org/services. Call 969-9220.

SWIM LAPS AT PĀHALA POOL Mondays 
through Fridays.

Ka‘ū HOSPITAL AND BAY CLINIC offer 
COVID testing referral from the ER, a physi-
cian or a Kaʻū Clinic health provider.

MICRONESIAN LANGUAGE COVID-19 
Helpline is supported by We Are Oceania, 
weareoceania.org, to help with identifying 
COVID-19 symptoms, testing, quarantine, 
health insurance, housing, unemployment. 
Call (808) 913-1364. Watch the video at face-
book.com/watch/?v=989579144844697.

BIG ISLAND SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUN-
CIL’S Practice Self-Care Series feature re-
freshing wellness tip. Follow the Behavioral 
Health & Homelessness Statewide Unified 
Response Group at facebook.com/bhhsurg.

APRIL 2021
fresh vegetables, eggs, cereal, dry pasta, rice, 
beans, tortillas, milk, and canned vegetables 
and fruit. Each distribution provides enough 
food for every person 18 years and under to 
eat breakfast and lunch. No income require-
ments. Youth do not need to be present to 
receive bags but be prepared to give their 
names and birthdates. See volcanoschool.net 
or call 808-985-9901.

EMERGENCY BOXES are available at Cooper 
Center Tuesday through Saturday 8 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. Call ahead, 967-7800. 

PĀHALA FOOD HUB delivers free nourish-
ment directly to homes each Friday, serving 
50 houses at a time in the village with locally 
grown food and sometimes fresh fish and 
local beef. Also provided are food products 
made by Kaʻū High School entrepreneurs. 

CHURCH SERVICES
OCEAN VIEW EVANGELICAL COMMU-

NITY CHURCH holds services on Sundays 
beginning with Sing-Along on the Square 
at 10:15 a.m., followed by Sunday Morning 
Service at 11 a.m. In-person services follow-
ing CDC Guidelines and Hawaii mandates by 
using hand sanitizer, wearing face masks and 
practicing social distancing. Music and Ser-
mons are posted to FaceBook.com/OVECC. 
Also see FaceBook.com/OVECC for more. 
The church campus for Ocean View Evangel-
ical Community Church is at 92-8977 Leilani 
Circle. Call 808-939-9089 or call 928-8039 
or 937-2155.

SUNDAY DRIVE-IN WORSHIP is available 
at Waiʻōhinu’s Kauahaʻao Congregational 
Church. Parking on the lawn begins at 10 
a.m., with Worship Service starting at 10:10 
a.m. Face coverings required when usher 
comes to vehicle to pass out worship bulle-
tin and other materials, and at the same time, 
collect any offering or gifts the individual(s) 
would like to give, or when leaving vehicles 
for the restroom. Church provides paper fans 
to stay cool. Bring water. Catch the live-
streamed service at 10:10 a.m. and Praise 

READ THE Ka‘ū CALENDAR IN FULL COLOR AT 
KAUCALENDAR.COM
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Kahea Mai Ka ‘Āina, pg. 15

A new Aloha Friday Marketplace, 
hosted by Nāʻālehu Main Street, will be 
held beginning April 2 from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on the grounds of Kauahaʻao Con-
gregational Church in Waiʻōhinu. “It’s a 
Farmer’s Market, Swap Meet, Food Court, 
Arts & Crafts, Health Practitioners, Enter-
tainment and more sharing our Manao and 
Aloha,” says a statement from Nāʻālehu 

Main Street. “Our intention and mission 
is to increase economic viability in Kaʻū 
by providing additional opportunities for 
entrepreneurs and businesses to share their 
products and services with the community. 
We welcome you to participate and help 
create a vibrant community!” Email Alo-
haFridayMarket@gmail.com for vendor 
inquiries, availability and application.

Aloha Friday Marketplace 
Opens at Wai’ōhinu Church

Kahea Mai Ka ‘Āina Teaches Ag, Culture, History to Students
Planting kalo, weaving hats, making 

an imu were experienced at Kahea Mai Ka 
‘Āina over spring break in Ka‘ū. Billed as 
a sustainable cultural experience, it wel-
comed students back to a free three days 
of learning. The program, held annually 
at Masazo’s Pig Farm above Nā‘ālehu, is 
directed by third-generation pig farmer, 
Dane Shibuya, Sr., and his wife Terry-Lee 
Shibuya, a longtime community advocate 
and president of non-profit Hana Laulima 
Lāhui O Kaʻū.

In past years, the program immersed 
students in Hawaiian culture and sustain-
able agriculture, living and learning at 
Masazo’s Pig Farm, located in a camp-like 
atmosphere. However, the current CO-
VID-19 pandemic made that impossible.

With the encouragement and support 
of Kamehameha Schools Community Ed-

ucation, the Shibuya’s started it up again, 
reinventing it as a day program. Students 
were grouped by family and moved in 
small groups from station to station.

Kaʻū Hospital nurse Tiare-Lee 
Shibuya was on hand to take participants’ 
daily temperatures and oversee the safety 
and wellbeing of the students. She also 
taught students how to make tī leaf lei. At 
another station, students learned how to 
weave coconut pāpale or hats from skilled 
weaver Kupuna Larry Loque, of Ocean 
View. Loque also taught students how to 
make roses, turtles and birds.

At other stations, Terry-Lee and Dane 
Shibuya, Sr., shared the history of their 
4th-generation pig farm with students and 
the life of a mahiʻai or farmer, and the im-
portance of keeping the Hawaiian culture 
alive. Kupuna Jessie Ke, who served as 

kupuna to Kaʻū schools for many years, 
shared Hawaiian values, oli and tying it 
all together Dane Shibuya, Jr., a Kame-
hameha Schools 2020 grad, took students 
through the process of preparing and 
building an imu, an underground oven, 
and cooking a 400-lb pig in the imu for 
kalua. After the meat was safely prepped 
and seasoned, staff took the fresh kalua 
pig to WikiWiki Mart, where chef Dana 
Pilanca, added it to special plate lunches 
that were created for the families to enjoy.

Students drew and learned the parts 
of the kalo, the moʻolelo of Hāloa, kuʻi 
kalo (poi-pounding), and hoʻolauna with 
Nālani Parlin, a Kamehameha Schools 
kumu who teaches first-graders from all 
three KS campuses online. Kaweni Ibar-
ra, a Kaʻū High graduate and Nā Mamo O 
Kāwā staff member, supported taking pic-
tures throughout the program and ‘ohana 

Terry Lee Shibuya preps kalo huli for students to 
take home. Photo by Nālani Parlin

Kumu for the program included from left to right: Dane Shibuya, Jr., Terry Lee Shibuya, Nālani Parlin, 
Dane Shibuya, Sr., Larry Loque, Tiare Lee Shibuya, Jessie Ke, and Kaweni Ibarra.

Photo by Kaweni Ibarra

Students learned poi pounding after the taro came 
out of the imu. Photo by Nālani Parlin

Dane Shibuya, Jr. teaches students the process of 
making an imu with  a 400 lb. pig.  

Photo by Nālani Parlin
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profit - very rarely federally owned.
The proposed designation from Ka Lae 

to Honomalino is called the South Kona 
Coast National Heritage Area. Kahele 
described the place as “some of the most 
unique historical, cultural, and archaeo-
logical features on the planet.” He said that 
prominent areas include Miloliʻi, Pohue 
Bay and Ka Lae. He noted the importance 
of Pohue for the nesting hawksbill turtles 
and the Miloliʻi Fishing Village, his family 
home.

He said, “most of this area has never, 
ever been developed. It is still in its pris-
tine, natural state. In many cases, it still re-
sembles what our ancient ancestors would 
have seen when they gazed upon this area 
or walked these lands. Much of it hasn’t 
changed. That can’t be said for the north 
Kohala Coast, north of the Kailua-Kona 
airport with all the development and hotels, 
and luxury housing and and different things 
that exist along the coastline... We’re proud 
that much of South Kona still remains the 
same was as it always has for a long long 
time.”

Kahele explained that the proposed 

site is about 20 to 25 miles long, from Ka 
Lae, which is largely managed by Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands, to just 
south of Miloliʻi at Honomalino Bay. He 
talked about Ka Lae as the place where Pa-
cific Islanders first arrived to these islands. 
Kahele named Ala Kahakai Trail as a sig-
nificant feature along the coast in concert 
with the state’s Na Ala Hele – Hawaiʻi Trail 
and Access System. He noted that the state 
has recognized the importance of the area 
by establishing the South Kona Wilderness 
Area.

He said National Heritage Areas are 
designated places by Congress “where 
natural, cultural and historic resources 
combine to form a cohesive, nationally 
important landscape.” NHA’s “tell nation-
ally important stories that celebrate our 
nation’s diverse heritage and its lived-in 

landscapes.” In his 
resolution, Kahele 
requested that the 
Congress and Na-
tional Park Service 
analyze the area 
for National Heri-
tage Area designa-
tions. The measure 
is called the South 
Kona National Her-
itage Act.

See more on 
Congressman Ka-
hele’s Facebook.

Natl. Heritage Area, from pg. 1

“Please call me about anything big or 
small,”said west Kaʻū’s freshman member 
in the state House of Representatives. A 
resident of Kona, Jeanne Kapela came to 
Ka‘ū for an informal talk-story at Ocean 
View Community Center in early March.

Kapela, who was voted into office in 
November, held a socially distanced meet-
ing of a few masked Ocean View residents 
to gauge problems and issues facing the 
town’s residents.

One attendee mentioned that Kapela’s 
predecessor, Dr. Richard Creagan, ar-
ranged for state funds to go to the county 
Department of Water to drill a second po-
table water well to serve Ocean View. Ka-
pela was asked to find out what happened 
to the funds -  why no second well has been 
drilled.

Among the issues raised was the 
continuing threat of installing mini solar 
farms on numerous lots between homes in 
Ranchos. 

Opponents said the idea is an old 
model for encouraging alternative energy 
and that the project, owned by a Chinese 
company, would raise the price of electric-

New State Representative Kapela Comes to Ocean View

Freshman member of the state House of Repre-
sentatives Jeanne Kapela came to Ocean View 
Community Center last week and held a small, 
distanced talk story. Photo by Annie Bosted

ity island-wide. Kapela agreed to write a 
letter to the PUC in support of ending the 
project.

Attendees generally agreed that the 
number of abandoned cars in Ocean View 
is a huge problem. One pointed out that 
the State gave the county a grant to deal 
with cars, but the County imposed a lot of 
restrictions and minimized the benefits. It 
was suggested that the State institute a pro-
gram to directly address the issue, rather 
than paying the county to do so.

Citizens also complained about the 
huge number of feral dogs roaming Ocean 
View, and reported that many people had 
been attacked, while others had lost their 
domestic chickens to the marauders.  

Rep. Jeanne Kapela stays distanced at the meeting at Ocean View Community Center. 
Photo by Annie Bosted

Rep Jeanne Kapela at her Ocean View meeting.
Photo by Annie Bosted

Residents also complained about not 
getting their unemployment benefits. Ka-
pela urged anyone who is being left out 
to contact her office. Her phone number is 
808-586-9605 and her email is repkapela@
capitol.hawaii.gov.

Kapela represents the district from 
Honuʻapo through Nāʻālehu, Waiʻōhinu, 
Green Sands, Mark Twain Discovery 
Harbour, South Point and Ocean View 
through Capt. Cook, Kealakekua and into 
Kailua-Kona.
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ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY IN KA’U
Should Road to the Sea be paved? 

Public input on the future of the 3,128-acre 
Kahuku Coastal county land adjacent to 
Road to the Sea was gathered on Saturday, 
March 20 in four small-group sessions at 
Ocean View Community Center. Gabrielle 
Sham of Townscapes, Inc. led the meetings 
designed to help produce a Kahuku Coastal 
Resources Management Plan.

Kaʻū resident Jodie Rosam said those 
in the session she attended were very fo-
cused on access to the coast. Would the 
county be able to improve the very rough 
and rocky Road to the Sea so that two-
wheel drive vehicles could travel on it? 
Would a paved road allow traffic to over-
whelm the place? If roads and trails were to 
be maintained well, would that encourage 
people to refrain from going off road?

Would the county be allowed to work 
on Road to the Sea since it is not on the 
preserve property? Would a parking lot, 
if any, be part way down Road to the Sea 
so people would still have to walk? It was 
noted that the county owns a right of way, 
not the road itself.

How would the archaeological sites 
be protected, particularly along the coast 
where the most people are likely to visit? 
How can the county protect the anchialine 
ponds where native endangered shrimp 
live? 

Would there be composting toilets for 
visitors?

With the closest accessible beaches for 
families in Ocean View being far away, at 
Miloliʻi and Hoʻokena toward Kona and 
Whittington, Punaluʻu toward Hilo, would 
beaches on the Kahuku Coastal shoreline 

Kahuku Coastal Input Focuses on Access, Road to the Sea

become a gathering place? Some in the 
group noted that Kahuku’s shoreline is not 
as protected and ocean friendly as existing 
beach parks. At Kahuku Coastal, the shore 
is largely without shade and often very hot. 
It has rough terrain and very strong ocean 
currents. These were some of the concerns 
and questions brought up, said Rosam.

Bruce Bohannon said he farms at the 
top of Road to the Sea and suggested that 
“projects like these,” improving access to 
the coast, drive up land values. He said he 
worries about property taxes going up for 
farmers.

Another participant said he envisions 
restrooms and a paved and gravel road, 
a speed limit and perhaps a gate. He said 
the importance of the place is nature, vis-
tas, recreation and relaxation. He said 
the coastal trails, tide pools and beaches 
should be preserved.

Audra Zook, a Nāʻālehu Elementary 
School teacher, who attended the second 
session, said additional concerns include 
whether a good road, leading to a facility 
with showers and bathrooms at the shore-
line, would create too much of a tourist at-
traction? And would they attract a transient 
population to live along the shore?

“Police are already overwhelmed and 
it would be hard to prevent people from 
setting up permanent camps there,” Zook 
told The Kaʻū Calendar. She said she at-
tended the meeting “in hopes of preserv-
ing the coast for future generations and al-
lowing ungated access to people who have 
been fishing and accessing the area their 
whole lives.”

Brian Raniada was one of the lifetime 

fishermen who attended the meeting. He 
asked for continued access for fishers and 
better stewardship of the land. 

Road to the Sea and South Point are 
two of the places left open for fishing. 
Many others require knowing the proper-
ty manager who has a key to the gate, or 
paying fees to day fish, with higher fees to 
camp.

Many of the people who access the 
coast through Road to the Sea live in 
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu. It was suggested that 
meetings on the resource management plan 
be held there as well.

Zook said there is concern about 
ATV’s ripping across the shoreline, damag-
ing turtle nests, and geological formations 
created by lava flows. “If you are camping 
you can see people going over the terrain 
at high speeds off road, using the terrain as 
an ATV track.”

The meeting leaders from Townscape 
Inc., a consulting firm hired by the county 
to create a resource management plan for 
the preserve, purchased by the county’s 
Two Percent Fund, said there is much more 
public input to come.

To give input, see the online survey 
at https://forms.gle/byxPDEvoaLMfRK-
mA7. For more, contact Townscape’s Ga-
brielle Sham at gabrrielle@townscapeinc.
com.

At a separate meeting held by Town-
scape on March 19 for invited Hawaiian 
community members, similar concerns 
of the coast being overrun by visitors and 
the risk of people being swept away by its 
strong currents were expressed. In addi-
tion, there was concern that the new Ocean 
View Transfer Station could be bypassed 
for dumping along Road to the Sea should 
it be opened to the general public. It was 
said there is the possibility of people with-
out legal vehicles being turned away from 
the transfer station. An open Road to the 
Sea could be an attractive nuisance.

A narrow green sand beach at Kahuku Coastal 
hugs the base of a large cinder cone. This beach is 
not as well protected from strong waves as is the 
green sand beach near South Point.

Photo by Annie Bosted

Littoral tension cracks are found all around oceanic volcanic islands. They form wherever relief of 
stresses create tension cracks parallel to coastlines. These at Kahuku Coastal are particularly well-de-
veloped  and are unpolluted water sources - and passageways to explore with mask and snorkel. Salinity 
varies with the tides - the water is least brackish at high tide.  Photo by Annie Bosted

A stunted palm tree struggles to grow in the wind on a narrow coral beach. Endangered Hawksbill 
turtles build nests on the beaches in this Kahuku Coastal land preserved by the county. However, buried 
eggs can be destroyed when vehicles drive over the beaches. To comment on planning for the future of 
this area, see https://forms.gle/byxPDEvoaLMfRKmA7.  Photo by Annie Bosted
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Vaccine Party, pg. 15

Miloli‘i Hosts Hawaiian Style Vaccine Party
COVID vaccines came on March 28 

to Miloli‘i, the remote Hawaiian fishing 
village with 300 residents and 50 homes 
on the South Kona coast. Organizer and 
Congressman Kai Kahele said it was the 
first ever delivery of a Covid vaccine 
“to an isolated, rural, native Hawaiian 
community.”

Kahele said it can be a model for oth-
er tiny communities. In an entire village, 
those 18 years and older, can receive the 
vaccination in a less structured environ-
ment. There is no traveling long distances 
and waiting in line at stadiums and other 
big mass events. He noted that the recent 
approval of the Johnson & Johnson, one-
shot vaccine, which requires no special 
cooling and is easily transported, made the 
event possible at Miloliʻi.

The morning began with Kahele and 
volunteers walking house to house to an-
nounce the event held at the Miloliʻi ha-
lau, an open air pavilion. The stunning, 
outdoor pop up clinic featured music, food Ka‘ū Rural Health Community Association founder Jessie Marques assists with health education at 

Miloliʻi.   Photo by Julia Neal

Bay Clinic Covid coordinator Erin Samura.
Photo by Anuheamailani Shaw

Jabs of the Johnson and Johnson CO-
VID vaccine will be available in Ocean 
View to those residents with appointments. 
One location is Ka‘ū Wellness, in the Ace 
Hardware shopping center, on April 5, 12, 
19 and 26 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
other is Ocean View Community Center, 
92-8924 Leilani Mauka Circle, on April 7, 
8 and 28 also from 9 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.

To schedule an appointment at either 

location, call (808) 300-1120. This call 
center is open only Monday to Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. except for holidays. 
When booking an appointment, specify the 
Ocean View location and also the date in-
terested in scheduling. At the time of going 
to press, only those aged 60 years and old-
er, essential workers and individuals with 
specific medical conditions are eligible for 
appointments.

J&J Jabs Set for Ocean View

and everyone waiting for their shots by 
talking story at picnic tables. Surrounding 
the vaccination party were families enjoy-

ing the seashore, diving and fishing with 
keiki in the tidepools.
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APRIL Events

4/3 - EXHIBIT: Humble Beginnings: A 
Kapa Journey by Dalani Tanahy and 
Pahūpahū: Ritual Drums by Kapua 
Kaʻauʻa
                                                                                    
4/10 - Experimental Catalyst Abstract 
Watercolor with Patti Pease Johnson
4/10/ - Zentangle: Framing Intention 
with Val Odachi
4/17 - Arts of Hawaiian Kapa with 
Dalani Tanahy
4/24 - Paper Making with Mary 
Milelzcik
4/24 - Demonstration of kaula pā hā/ 
pā walu with Kapua Kaʻauʻa

Office in Volcano Village: 
(808) 967-8222

Gallery in HVNP: 
(808) 967-7565

volcanoartcenter.org/shop

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN! 

Visit our website for current hours

Nāhuku Lava Tube Reopens in Hawai‘i Volcanoes Park
Nāhuku Lava Tube reopened in 

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park on 
March 26. 

Also called Thurston Lava Tube, 
Nāhuku is the popular walk-through lava 
tube and rainforest trail, closed since March 

2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic.
There’s one way to explore Nāhuku 

again, and that’s on a newly signed one-
way trail intended to keep everyone safe. 
The half-mile loop trail goes counter-
clockwise through native rainforest, into 
the lava tube and back out through the 
rainforest.

“We are excited to again share the 
incredible experience of walking through 
native rainforest into a lava tube that was 
formed during a Kīlauea eruption more 
than 500 years ago,” said Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park Superintendent Rhon-
da Loh. “The one-way flow reduces social 
distancing conflicts in the cave and on the 
trail, and we are relying on visitors and our 
community to recreate responsibly. Please 
wear a mask when physical distancing can-
not be achieved,” Loh said.

Nāhuku is open 24 hours and is lit 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Bring a flashlight or 

head lamp if visiting during dark hours. 
Restrooms near the lava tube are open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and a new vault toilet 
is available a half mile away at the Kīlauea 
Iki parking lot.

All lava tubes present potential risks, 
including rockfall, low ceilings, standing 
water, tripping hazards and low light. Visit 
the park website to learn more.

The trail to Nāhuku Lava Tube, which reopened 
in March.  NPS photo by Janice Wei

Inside Nāhuku, the Thurston Lava Tube that reopened in March for visitation in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park. The person stands on a wooden walking bridge in the entrance of the lava tube. 

NPS Photo by Janice Wei

Trails, Backcountry Reopen after 2020 Park Visits Fell
Nearly 600,000 visitors came to 

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park in 
2020. The Park reported in March that the 
589,775 who visited HVNP on Kīlauea and 
Mauna Loa volcanoes, was a 57 percent 
decrease from 2019 when the park wel-
comed 1,368,376. 

According to the statement, park staff 
was ready for visitation to rise in 2020, 
following the annual spike during the holi-

days, and had already seen a 
slight uptick in January and 
February 2020 from 2019 (2 
percent), before the pandemic 
struck. The coronavirus pan-
demic has impacted nearly 
every National Park Service 
operation, and parks continue 
to work with public health 
officials to navigate changing 
conditions. Some 66 national 
parks were fully closed for 
two months or more, includ-
ing Hawaiʻi Volcanoes, dur-
ing Gov. David Ige’s Stay at 
Home order.

“Park staff continue to 
work hard to keep Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes a safe place for 
our community and visi-
tors to recreate outdoors, and a safe place 
to work, by implementing and following 
federal and local public health guidelines 
during this pandemic,” said Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park Superintendent Rhonda 
Loh. “Currently, almost all trails and back-
country areas that were open before the 

pandemic are open again. We continue to 
urge everyone to recreate responsibly and 
maintain physical distance and small group 
size, wear masks, and frequently sanitize 
hands,” Loh said. To protect the health of 
those who live, work and visit America’s 
national parks, face masks are required in 
all NPS buildings and facilities. Masks are 

also required on federally managed lands 
when physical distancing cannot be main-
tained, including narrow or busy trails, 
overlooks, and parking lots.

Find out what’s going on with the vol-
canoes on the park website:www.nps.gov/
hawaiivolcanoes.

Two visitors approach Kīlauea Overlook in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, which lost more than half of itsvisitation 
numbers in 2020, due to the pandemic.    NPS Photo/Janice Wei

Ritual Drums & A Kapa Journey are 
exhibits at Volcano Art Center opening on 
Saturday, April 3. Humble Beginnings: A 
Kapa Journey features the art of Dalani 
Tanahy. 

Collaborations with Wood is now on 
display at Volcano Art Center Gallery.

Kapa & Ritual Drums at Volcano Art Center
Pahūpahū: Ritual Drums features the art of 

Kapua Kaʻauʻa. They will be on display through 
May 16 from 9 a.m to 5 p.m. daily. The location is 
the VAC Gallery inside Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. 

Kapua Kaʻauʻa will hold live 
demonstration of kaula pā hā/ pā 
walu at the VAC gallery on April 
24th. More details on both events are 
coming soon. 

The current exhibit is Collabo-
rations with Wood by John Mydock 
and Les Petersen. through March 28 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at VAC Gallery 
inside the National Park. Pederson 
said that “The beauty of collaboration 
is that the total sum is greater than its 
individual parts.” See the exhibit anc 
purchase online at volcanoartcenter.
org . Also see classes and other up-
coming events.

To visit the exhibits in person, 
note that while they are free, park en-
trances fees apply.

Ritual Drums & a Kapa Journey  
will be a show beginning April 3 at 
Volcano Art Center Gallery
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View the Sixth Annual Prince Kuhio 
Day Ho‘olaule‘a online, April 2- 16. The 
virtual presentation, premiered on Zoom 
on Friday, March 26 and will be posted 
online at www.hanalaulimalahuiokau.org.        

The event was organized by the non-
profit Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū. Its 
President Terry-Lee Shibuya said, “This 
hoʻolauleʻa is a mini-model of our life-
long dream for a Ka‘ū Hawaiian Culture 
Center to soon be a reality. We are doing 
this for our future generations.” She said 
the Ho‘olaule‘a offers a sampling of what 
someone could experience on a visit to the 
envisioned cultural center.

Prince Kūhiō Day Hoʻolauleʻa went 
virtual after Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū 
cancelled the 2020 March event due to the 
onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The nonprofit intended to host it live in 
2021, but at the beginning of March, de-
cided to proceed online to ensure safety 
of participants. “Crowd control was a big 
factor,” said Shibuya. The 2020 event or-
ganizers planned 30 plus booths, includ-
ing food, arts and crafts, Hawaiian cultural 
demonstrations, informational booths and 
vendors, along with hula and music.

Within a few weeks of the 2021 can-
cellation, the slated musicians, entertain-
ers and cultural practitioners stepped up 
to Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū’s call to 
go online. Although many involved were 
unfamiliar with the virtual arena, in true 
Kaʻū fashion, they found solutions. Videos 
of songs, oli and hula and demonstrations, 
with Kaʻū as the theme, were created and 
shared. Referring to the islands late May-
or, Shibuya said, “Just like Billy Kenoi 
said, ‘If can, can; if no can, still can. We, 
in Ka‘ū, find a way. We make it work.” 

Featured entertainers included Brad-

Dancers from Lorie Lei Shirakawa’s Hula studio perform in the Prince Kuhio Day Ho‘olaule‘a. See it online beginning April 2 at www.hanalaulimalahuio-
kau.org. In the front row are Allyssa Cortez, Emily Tsuji and Claire Kaneshiro. In the back row are Taylor Escalona, Tasha Haimoto-Leite, Emme Furuya 
and Taylor Ignacio.    Photo from Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū

View the 2021 Prince Kuhio Ho‘olaule‘a Online April 2- 16

dah Ben Mehia, who shared original songs 
he wrote about the area; Bula and Gene 
Akamu, who shared striking music videos 
and explained why Kaʻū is his Wahi Pani, 
or special place; and Lori Lei’s Hula Stu-
dio, which shared sseven hula performanc-
es all tied to Ka‘ū. Kumu Lori Lei Shiraka-
wa, whose Waiʻōhinu Hula Studio taught 
generations of dancers over the years, was 
on hand during the event to give insight 
into the choice of each mele and oli.    

Cultural practitioners included Kupu-
na Larry Loque, who shared how to weave 
a coconut leaf pāpale, or hat; Kupuna Ber-
nard Waltjen, who spoke about growing up 
in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park and 
shared the art of carving; Captain Kiko 
Johnston-Kitazawa, who shared his his-
tory with wa’a, or canoe-building; Kumu 
Tiare-Lee Shibuya, who demonstrated the 

tradition of making a tī leaf lei; and Kumu 
Dane Shibuya, Jr., who introduced viewers 
to the imu process, of building and using a 
Hawaiian underground oven.

Representatives of the Ka‘ū Hawai-
ian Civic Club, Kupuna Paulette Ke and 
Kumu ‘Āina Akamu shared pictures and 
the importance and history of Prince Jonah 
Kūhiō Kalaniana’ole, the namesake of the 
festival. Keiki of Ka‘ū were featured giv-
ing an oli to open the festivities.

Viewers came from across the island, 
state and as far away as Boston, New York 
and Alabama. Muriel Laʻa, a Kaʻū High 
graduate who has lived in Waianae for 
many years, shared how much she enjoyed 
“this tremendous show of entertainers 
and entertainment...I got to see Punaluʻu 
Beach, too, with all that shiny black sand 
that I remember.” Another East-Coast par-

ticipant shared that she and her 3-year-old 
enjoyed the performances and activities. 
“(My daughter) asked me when she can 
go to ‘Hawaiian School’ again. She really 
liked the Pupu Hinuhinu performance and 
was trying to pretend her legos were shells 
to dance along.”

“Mahalo to all of our sponsors, enter-
tainers, kumu and participants who made 
this Ho‘olaule‘a a success!” said Shibuya.

To view the Ho‘olaule‘a, starting 
April 2, and to learn more about, support, 
or make a donation to Hana Laulima Lāhui 
O Kaʻū, visit www.hanalaulimalahuiokau.
org. Email hanalaulimalahuiokau@gmail.
com.

To learn more about, support, or make 
a donation to Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū, 
visit www.hanalaulimalahuiokau.org, or 
email hanalaulimalahuiokau@gmail.com.

The ban on single-use plastic checkout bags is in full effect, according to the Coun-
ty of Hawai‘i. The County sent out a statement in March, reminding the community 
that the suspension of the law as a response to the pandemic began on April 1, 2020 
and ended 60 days later. “As of June 1, 2020, the County of Hawai‘i Single-Use Plastic 
Checkout Bag Ban was no longer suspended and currently remains in effect. Businesses 
are prohibited from providing single-use plastic checkout bags to their customers for 
the purpose of transporting groceries or other goods. A copy of the Plastic Bag Reduc-
tion Ordinance Administrative Rules and County Code (Chapter 20) can be found at  
https://www.hawaiizerowaste.org/reuse2/county-of-hawaii-plastic-bag-reduction-ordi-
nance-2/. Call 961-8554.

Single-Use Plastic Checkout Ban

Kahea Mai Ka ‘Āina, from pg. 10
portraits, which the program plans to print 
and share with families as a keepsake.

Due to safety precautions, only par-
ents of each student ‘ohana were allowed 
to attend the hōʻike, where students pre-
sented what they learned to their families. 
Each student went home with Ka Hea Mai 
Ka ‘Āina T-shirts sponsored by realtor 
Kurtis Becker and Brandy Shibuya, their 

handmade pāpale, a journal, as well as 
planters students filled with kalo to grow 
at home. Students also received papaya 
and tī leaf starts, as well as bags of fertil-
izer mixed and made on the farm. Gaylen 
DeCoito, whose daughters attended the 
program, said, “This was a privilege. It 
was so worth it. I appreciate it. They took 
the time out and initiative (to put this on) 
for my and everybody else’s kids.”

Vaccine Party, from pg. 13 delivery organizations that are working 
together and that many partnerships have 
come from efforts to keep people healthy 
during the pandemic.

Hui Mālama Executive Director Le-
hua Andrade made her first trip to Miloliʻi, 
saying she was enthralled with the com-
munity outreach.

Kaʻū Rural Health Community Asso-
ciation founder Jessie Marques said this is 
one of many more rural community vac-
cine outreach events to come.

The idea for the Miloliʻi vaccine event 
was born two months ago when Kahele 
was visiting Bay Clinic and saw the need 
to bring the vaccines to the people rather 
than bussing them long distances. With the 
recent approval of the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine, it became clear that most of the 

Volunteers received tee shirts saying 
“Miloliʻi Strong, Na Ke Kaiaulu, It Takes 
a Village,” and “Our Kuleana, Combating 
COVID on Hawaiʻi Island.”

The Miloliʻi operation is one of many 
rural health initiatives made possible by 
Bay Clinic, Hui Mālama Ola Nā ʻŌiwi, 
Kaʻū Rural Health Community Associa-
tion, other sponsors and dozens of volun-
teers. The presiding physician was from 
Bay Clinic. Bay Clinic’s Covid Coordina-
tor is Erin Samura.

Also volunteering was Dr. Jenn Wai-
Yan Kalani Shrestha, of Kaʻū Rural Health 
Clinic. Hui Mālama offered blood pressure 
and oxygen screening. along with health 
education.

Dr. Kimo Alameda, CEO of Bay Clin-
ic, said he appreciates the many health care 



community could be vaccinated in one day. 
It was more than just a “vaccine day” but 
also a community health day, said Kahele. 
The congressman said the goal is “happy 
and healthy Hawaiians.” He also noted that 
Miloliʻi suffered an oubreak of COVID-19 
earlier in the pandemic.

During the vaccine event, recipients ro-
tated through five stations, the process mov-

Hui Mālama staff and volunteers with Congressman Kai Kahele at center.  Photo by Anuheamailani Shaw 

Vaccine Party, from pg. 15

A Bay Clinic physician gives the Johnson & John-
son vaccine at Miloliʻi.  Photo by Julia Neal

ing swiftly, from 
check-in to check 
out. “Don’t forget 
your bento!” was 
the after-shot en-
couragement.Vac-
cine recipients were 
offered a lunch 
bento, juice, water, 
and raffle tickets for 
fishing gear to pass 
the time while wait-
ing to check out of 
the clinic. While a 
few residents were 
hesitant about the 
vaccine, doctors 
assured them that 
save for pre-exist-
ing medical condi-
tions, such as an 
allergy, the vaccine 
is safe and very 
effective.


