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An owner of Ka‘ū Coast Property at 
Pōhue Bay plans to build a house there. 
“Mr. Geoff Palmer is proposing to develop 
a single-family home for his private use on a 
property he owns … under a company called 
Nani Kahuku ‘Āina,” Keli‘i Kapali, planner 
for PBR Hawai‘i & Associates, wrote in a 
letter to Ka‘ū’s state Rep. Richard Creagan. 
The company is seeking input from Creagan 
“as to whether the proposed Palmer Resi-
dence may have an impact on any of your 
existing or proposed projects, plans, policies 
or programs that we should consider” as the 

House Planned Near Rare White Sand Beach at Pōhue Bay
company prepares an Environmental Assess-
ment, Kapali said.

The land has been identified for aqui-
sition by Hawai‘i County and also Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park, though funding is 
yet to be finalized.

The home site is within the State Land 
Use Conservation District Resource Sub-
zone. According to Kapali, the house site 
will be designed in conformance with Con-
servation District rules related to single-
family residential design standards, which 

Alexander Calumpit, of Pāhala, took 
first in Ka‘ū and second statewide with his 
AC Ka‘ū Coffee in the Creative Division 
cupping contest held in July at the Hawai‘i 
Coffee Association's annual gathering. 
Leo Norberte was the top Ka‘ū Coffee in 
the statewide Commercial Division with 
his JN brand.

Small Farmers Win Big in State Coffee Competition

An owner of Ka‘ū Coast property at Pōhue Bay plans to build a house at the district’s only 
white sand beach.

Solar farms in the middle of houselots 
at Hawaiian Ocean View Ranchos, a project 
apparently sold to Chinese investors who 
would sell power to Hawaiian Electric Light 
Co., received a bashing at Ocean View Com-
munity Center in July. Citizens began to or-
ganize. The founder of South Point U-Cart, 
Stan Troeller, who has provided propane and 
home improvement and construction equip-
ment, supplies and services in Ocean View 
for more than three decades, said the project 
is an example of “a large corporation blind-
siding a little subdivision.”

When asked whether anyone could 
come up with any redeeming value to the 
community from the project, one person said 
perhaps fewer power outages. When asked 
if residents have a problem with power out-
ages, no one raised a hand. When asked 
how many people opposed the project, most 
raised a hand. Any benefit to local residents? 
Another called out, “Not unless we sell our 
souls.” Several stated that the project would 
not provide local jobs or any discounts in 
electric rates.     

The investment group has purchased 
and arranged to use numerous agricultural 
house lots by clearing and covering them 
with solar panels. Hawai‘i Electric Light Co. 
plans to build a substation in Ranchos and 
buy the electricity from the company. 

Dominic Lopez, project manager, wrote 
in an email to a Ranchos resident that “Solar 
Hub and SPI will be installing ground-mount 

Repairing Ka‘alaiki Road from Makino 
about three miles above Nā‘ālehu all the way 
to the old Pāhala garage is an effort being or-
ganized by ranchers and farmers Al Galimba 
and Phil Becker. Galimba said they are work-
ing with County Council member Maile Me-
deiros David to use some of her contingency 
funds and seeking other private and public 
donors. Commitments are coming in through 
money, equipment and labor from Taylor 
Built Construction, Wally Andrade, Forest 

Community Organizes for Ka‘alaiki Road Repairs
Solutions, Kuahiwi Contractors, Edmund 
C. Olson Trust, Aikane Plantation Coffee 
Co., Bishop Estate and The Nature Conser-
vancy. “Pacific Quest gave us the first $2,000 
check, and we set up a special account at CU 
Hawai‘i Federal Credit Union for the fund-
raising,” Galimba said.

The road is an old sugar plantation cane 
haul road, left without funding for its care 
when Ka‘ū Sugar Co. shut down in 1996. Ka‘alaiki Road is used by farmers, ranchers, 

visitors and trucks hauling heavy loads. 
Photo by Julia Neal

Up early and working in Ka‘ū, far 
from banquets, speeches and politics of the 
coffee conference in Kona, Calumpit and 
Norberte were thrilled to learn the next day  
that their coffees earned such high honors.

Calumpit has been involved with Ka‘ū 
Coffee since early days at Pear Tree, where 
he farmed for five years starting in 1998. 

It was a family affair that he gave up in a 
labor shortage when his two sons moved 
to Las Vegas in 2003. Upon their return, 
however, Alexander, now 70, and sons Al-
den and Allan, in their 40s, started farming 
coffee on Olson Trust land on the edge of 
Wood Valley, growing their enterprise to 

Any Public Benefit to Ocean View Ranchos Solar Farms?

Alexandar Calumpit’s AC Ka‘ū Coffee placed first in Ka‘ū and second in the statewide Creative Division at Hawai‘i Coffee Association’s cup-
ping contest.    Photo by Julia Neal
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NextEra Merger, pg. 10

Randy Cabral, Senior Vice President 
of Operations at Royal Hawaiian Orchards, 
has retired. Cabral is a leader in the devel-
opment of macadamia, having worked in ag 

at the company, its predecessors, including 
ML Macadamia, and other previously re-
lated firms for more than 41 years. 

“We sincerely appreciate Randy’s con-
tributions to Royal Hawaiian Orchards dur-
ing his long tenure. Randy is certainly a 
leader in the Hawai‘i agriculture industry, 
and I sincerely wish him the best in his fu-
ture endeavors,” said Scott Wallace, Presi-
dent & CEO of Royal Hawaiian Orchards, 
L.P.

Cabral is vice president of the statewide 
Hawai‘i Farm Bureau and has served on nu-
merous ag-related committees and boards in 
Ka‘ū. He owns a small ranch in Ka‘ū, where 
he raises horses, and a home in Volcano.

Cabral Retires From Long Career in Ka‘ū Macadamia

Mehe’s Ka‘ū Bar & Grill opened in July 
at the former site of Lava Tube Restaurant in 
Ocean View. Dale and Shannon Meheula, of 
Ocean View, are the owners. They are for-
mer manager and bartender at Drysdale’s 
restaurants at Kona Inn Shopping Village 
and Keauhou Shopping Center. 

Opening menu items include pupus, 
salads, burgers, main dishes and, on Satur-
day only, prime rib. Beverages include beer 
and wine.

Current hours are 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
daily. Call 929-7200 for more information.

Mehe’s Ka‘ū Bar & Grill is now open in 
Ocean View.  Photo by Charles Tobias

Mehe’s Opens 
in Ocean View

Gov., State, County and Local Producer Oppose HECO/NextEra Merger

Tawhiri Power, which operates windmills at South Point, opposes the proposed merger of 
HECO and NextEra Energy.   Photo by Peter Anderson

Opposition to the proposed merger of 
Hawaiian Electric Co. and Florida-based 
NextEra Energy is coming from all sides, 
including Gov. David Ige, state agencies, 
Hawai‘i County and Tawhiri Power, LLC. 
Ige recommended that the state Public Utili-
ties Commission reject the deal. “Although I 
welcome capital investment in Hawai‘i with 
respect to energy, any merger or investment 
must align with the state’s 100 percent re-
newable energy goal,” Ige said. “The state 
respectfully opposes the merger in its current 
form because it fails to align with the state’s 
renewable energy goals. We are committed 
to a 100 percent renewable future, standing 
alone among fifty states in the nation in that 
action. We need an electric company that sees 
Hawai‘i as the center of its work and the op-
portunity we represent as one of the greatest 

moments in history for any utility. We have 
not seen that in this proposal.” 

The state Office of Planning and De-
partment of Business, Economic Develop-

ment & Tourism filed documents with the 
PUC stating that the merger “should not be 
approved.” The office said NextEra has not 
provided information about possible societal 

benefits of the deal. “There remain questions 
or uncertainty on issues such as commitments 
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Thy Word Ministry took the Most Patriotic Trophy at Nā‘ālehu July 4 parade.                       Photo by Peter Anderson
Ka‘ū Auto Repair brings a shocking reminder to drive safely each July 4 
weekend.  Photo by Julia Neal

Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Maria Miranda represents the 
thriving Ka‘ū Coffee industry, which includes her 
own family.         Photo by Peter Anderson

Ka‘ū’s state Rep. Richard Onishi 
waves to supporters along Hwy 11. 

Photo by Peter Anderson

Ka‘ū’s state Sen. Russell Ruderman and Rep. Rich-
ard Creagan, carrying flag, marched in Nā‘ālehu’s 
Fourth of July parade.          Photo by Peter Anderson

Ka‘ū’s County Council member Maile 
Medeiros David celebrated in red, white and 
blue. Photo by Peter Anderson

Summer Fun checks out poke at July 4 Pa-
rade.  Photo by Teri Martindale

Ka‘ū Multicultural Society celebrates 
diversity in Ka‘ū. 

Photo by Crystal McIntosh

South Side Shaka Restaurant & Bar wins Most Imaginative in Nā‘ālehu’s Fourth of July 
Parade with Hawaiian Idol winner Victor Sonma, who will soon go to American Idol tryouts in 
Las Vegas.   Photo by Peter Anderson

Grand Marshal of the Nā‘ālehu Fourth of July parade was Kaohi Mokuhali‘i. 
Photo by Peter Anderson

Nā‘ālehu July 4th parade’s first-ever Pā‘ū Queen is Lorilee Lorenzo.  Photo by Peter Anderson

When Fourth of July lands on a Satur-
day, Ka‘ū and Volcano both celebrate Inde-
pendence Day with parades, some marchers, 
floats and classic cars participating in both. 
This year, Thy Word Ministries put together 

The Most Patriotic float and procession in 
Nā‘ālehu. South Side Shaka Restaurant & 
Bar was voted Most Imaginative. Parades 
featured horses, fire engines and many com-
munity, church and business entries.

Krishna followers pull their wagon at Volcano Parade.  Photo by Ron Johnson

Parades Celebrate Independence

Classic Cars are a regular in the Volcano Fourth of July Parade. Photo by Ron Johnson
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care for both a five-acre and a seven-acre 
coffee farm.

Only three years into the new venture, 
the Calumpits wholesale their Ka‘ū coffee. 
Their major buyers are Rusty’s Hawaiian 
and Olson’s Ka‘ū Coffee Mill. 

They call their coffee 
AC. The A stands for Alex-
ander and children Alden, 
Allan, Alpha and Arlene, 
as well as the mother’s 
nickname, Anching. With 
the statewide win, said Al-
exander and Alden, they 
may think of marketing 
their own brand of Ka‘ū 
coffee. Like many of the 

KA PEPA PÁHALA

AIKANE
PLANTATION
COFFEE COMPANY

www.aikaneplantation.com

Ka‘ū Coffee & Gifts

808-927-2252

Small Farmers Win Big, cont. from pg. 1 for its views of the coast, the mountains and 
“the beauty of Ka‘ū,” Galimba said. 

It is the only emergency route when 
Kāwā floods or a range fire crosses Hwy 11. 
Without Ka‘alaiki Road, Ka‘ū’s only 24-

hour Emergency Room, which is located in 
Pāhala, would be inaccessible from Nā‘ālehu 
when Hwy 11 is closed. It is also used as a 
heavy equipment haul road because some 
of the bridges along Hwy 11 are weak and 
need replacement. “There is a definite need 
to maintain Ka‘alaiki Road and its bridges,” 
Galimba said. 

Checks can be made to Mauka Road Re-
pairs and mailed to Phil Becker, PO Box 698, 
Pāhala, HI 96777 or Al Galimba, PO Box 
643, Nā‘ālehu, HI 96772. For more informa-
tion, call Galimba at 938-7472 or Becker at 
808-927-2252. 

It is used by the public, especially during 
emergencies when Hwy 11 is closed. It is 
being cared for by those who drive it. “It is 
one of the roads in limbo with not much pub-

lic funding since there are not many houses 
along its 12-mile stretch. However, the coun-
ty did pay for, through the Roads in Limbo 
program, for repaving the first three miles 
from Nā‘ālehu,” Galimba explained. 

“We hope that the community and the 
county will come together again to make re-
pairs along the other nine miles,” Galimba 
said. “In real need are repairs at the gulch 
crossings where water has damaged road 
surfaces and created huge potholes.” These 
roads are used by macadamia and coffee 
farmers, ranchers and families with horses 
and a small number of cattle. Increasingly, 
visitors are traveling the road 

Ka‘alaiki Road Repairs, cont. from pg. 1

When Hwy 11 shuts down, Ka‘alaiki is the emergency road, and it needs repair. 
Photo by Julia Neal

coffee farmers, the Calumpits have been 
successful enough to own their own home 
in Pāhala and drive from the village each 
day to work on the farms. 

John Cross, Olson Trust land manager, 
described Calumpit’s operation as “a model 
farm.”

In the Creative Division, which is de-
signed for small, specialty lots of coffee, 
Calumpit scored 85.5 points, just behind 
Hula Daddy of Kona. Other Ka‘ū Cof-
fees in the top 20 included Lorie Obra’s 
fourth-place finisher with 85.4 points, her 
11th place with 84.6 and 18th place with 83 
points in three separate entries of Rusty’s 
Hawaiian that was all grown at Cloud Rest. 
Leo Norberte’s JN Coffee took tenth place 
with 84.7 points with the beans grown at 
Cloud Rest. Gloria Camba and Bong Aqui-
no’s Ka‘ū Royal Coffee from Pear Tree 
scored  83.4 points to take 17th place.

The top three coffees from Ka‘ū were 
Calumpit’s AC Coffee, Rusty’s Hawaiian 
from Obra, and Norberte’s JN. 

In the Commercial division, Norberte’s 
JN Coffee from took first in Ka‘ū and fifth 
statewide with a score of 83.1, the coffee 
grown on Olson Trust land. Ka‘ū Coffee 
Mill on Olson land took seventh with a 
score of 82.5 and 15th with a score of 80.

The conference, held over the last three 
days at King Kamehameha Kona Marri-
ott Courtyard, included technical talks on 
fighting the coffee berry borer pest and cre-
ation of a cold, canned Hawaiian coffee by 
a major Japanese drink manufacturer. 

Alden Calumpit is one of two brothers who 
returned home to help their family grow 
Ka‘ū Coffee.  Photo by Julia Neal

“Let’s start with your name, age and 
how long you’ve been in Ka‘ū.” That’s how 
interviews begin for the Ka‘ū History Col-
lection oral video project. The project is 
assisted by the video apprentice program 
of the Center for Hawaiian Music Studies. 
Kyle Pitcher and Eugene Watson are ap-
prenticing under Joe Demoruelle, a volun-
teer of Friend’s of the Ka‘ū Libraries. 

Historical news articles and photo-
graphs will also be saved in a digital format 
and available for viewing and copying. The 
collection, available to the public, is housed 
at Pāhala Public and School Library. 

“By sharing their Ka‘ū lifestyle and Joe Demoruelle and Walter Wong Yuen display artifacts at Pāhala Public & School Library. 
Photo from Joe Demourelle

Ka‘ū History Project Films, Teaches Local Students
history, kupuna in our community will leave 
a legacy for our communities that will carry 
on for generations and will be cherished by 
their loved ones,” Demoruelle said. A digi-
tal CD of donated photos from a person or 
group will be made and given to the donor 
at no charge. 

Walter Wong Yuen, the History Collec-
tion director, has set up displays in the li-
brary featuring donated objects from Ka‘ū, 
including bottles, Pāhala sugar mill articles 
and lava tools. Memorabilia can be donated 
or given on loan. 

For more information, contact Wong 
Yuen at Pāhala Library. 
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Fri, Aug 21 & 28, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Volunteers meet at 
Kīlauea Visitor Center to help remove invasive 
Himalayan ginger from park trails. Free; park 
entrance fees apply.

The Birth of Kahuku, Sat, Aug 8 & Sun, Aug 
30, 9:30 – 11 p.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Participants explore 
Kahuku’s rich geologic history, traverse the vast 
1868 lava flow, see different volcano features 

and formations and identify many parts of the 
Southwest Rift Zone of Mauna Loa on this 
guided, easy-to-moderate hike.

Ho‘olaule‘a & Lū‘au, Sat, Aug 8, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., Ocean View Evangelical Church at 92-
8977 Leilani Circle. Follow signs. Registration 
begins at 9 a.m. This is the third year the church 
has offered this gift to the community.

Mushroom Cultivation Workshop, Sat, Aug. 8, 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m., Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. Zach (the Mushroom 
Guy) Mermel teaches basics of fungal biology. 
967-8222

‘Ōhi‘a Lehua, Sun, Aug 9 & Sat, Aug 22, 9:30 
a.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Participants learn about the vital role of 
‘ōhi‘a lehua in native Hawaiian forests, the many 
forms of the ‘ōhi‘a lehua tree and its flower on 
this easy one-mile walk. Free. 985-6011

Medicine for the Mind, Sun, Aug 9, 4 – 5:45 
p.m., Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village. Buddhist healing meditation 
for beginners through advanced. Free. Patty, 
985-7470

After Dark in the Park – Kīlauea’s Night Skies: 
An Artist’s Perspective, Tue, Aug 11, 7 p.m., 
Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Hawai‘i Island artist 
and interpretive guide Kent Olsen presents 
the night skies over Kīlauea Volcano in a way 
that is sure to provide a new perspective and 
may change the way attendees see everything. 
985-6011

Nā La‘au: Important Uses of Hawaiian Plants, 
Wed, Aug. 12, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor 
Center lānai in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
Ranger Julia Espaniola shares her knowledge 
and love for some of the island’s native plants 
and their traditional uses. 985-6011

Ka‘ū Scenic Byway Committee Meeting, Thu, 
Aug 13, 5 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Methodist Church. 

Public invited. richmorrow@alohabroadband.
net

Thursday Nights at the Center, Aug 13, 7 
p.m., Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus 
in Volcano Village. Elizabeth Miller hosts the 
film Exit Through the Gift Shop by British artist 
Banksy. 967-8222

Red Cross Volunteer meeting, Thu, Aug 13, 7 
p.m., HOVE Road Maintenance Corp. office. 
For volunteers and those interested in becoming 

volunteers. Hannah Uribes, 929-9953
Manukā Area Seminar, Fri, Aug 14, 6 p.m., 

Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033
Recycling at Nā‘ālehu School, Sat, Aug 15, 9 

a.m. – 1 p.m., Nā‘ālehu School Gym. Redeem 
your HI-5 sorted by type; receive 5 cents per 
container and additional 20 cents per pound on 
all aluminum. Atlas Recycling donates 20 cents 
per pound on all aluminum redeemed to the 
school. 939-2413, ext. 230

Pu‘u o Lokuana, Sat, Aug 15, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., 
Kahuku unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Participants learn about formation and 
various uses of this grassy cinder cone and 
enjoy a breathtaking view of lower Ka‘ū on this 
moderately difficult 0.4-mile hike to the top. 
985-6011

Hula Presentations, Sat, Aug 15, Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Kumu Ab Valencia 
and Hālau Hula Kalehuaki‘eki‘eika‘iu present 
Nā Mea Hula (All Things Hula) on Volcano Art 
Center Gallery’s front porch, 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 
p.m., and perform on the hula platform near the 
gallery, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 967-8222

Zentangle: Alice in Wonderland, Sat, Aug 15, 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. Tangling on Bijou 
tiles. 967-8222

Ka‘ū CDP Steering Committee Meeting, 
Sat, Aug 15, 11:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Ocean View 
Community Center. Ron Whitmore, 961-8137

People & Land of Kahuku, Sun, Aug 16, 9:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park’s Kahuku Unit. This guided, 2.5-mile, 
moderately difficult hike over rugged terrain 
focuses on the area’s human history. 985-6011

ADVOCATS Spay/Neuter Clinic, Wed, Aug 
19, 7:30 a.m. – 7 p.m., Ocean View Community 
Center. 939-7033

Hālau O Mailelaulani, Wed, Aug 19, 6:30 
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Jonithen Jackson, of Ocean View, stars 
in a fictional account about the Marshallese 
situation. The Land of Eb was shown on 
PBS July 30.

“Living in the stark volcanic land-
scape of one of the most remote Hawaiian 
communities, Jacob, an immigrant father 
and grandfather, struggles to provide for 
his large family,” reads the synopsis at the-
landofeb.com. 

“When Jacob overhears a cancer diag-
nosis from his doctor, he keeps the news 
to himself, foregoing treatment in favor 
of working to pay off his property which 
he plans to pass down once he’s gone. As 
Jacob’s search for work becomes more 
desperate however, he enters into a dubi-
ous agreement with a coffee farmer who 
promises him the money he needs. 

“His sickness getting worse and the 
new job beginning to fall apart, Jacob is 
left with few options. Sensing his own end, 
Jacob turns a small video camera on him-

Local Marshallese Featured in PBS Film

self and begins to record his story – and 
that of his people, the Marshallese. 

See thelandofeb.com. 

Kumu Pele, daily through Aug 23, 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Avi Kiriaty exhibits of 
original paintings and prints opens. 967-8222

Oil Painting, Sat/Sun, Aug 1/2, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village. Vicki Penny-Rohner teaches 
students to understand the medium and use tools 
effectively to get desired results. $100/$90 VAC 
members. 967-8222

Palm Trail Hike, Sun, Aug 2 & Sat, Aug 29, 9:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park’s Kahuku Unit. This moderately difficult 
2.6-mile loop trail provides one of the best 
panoramic views Kahuku has to offer. 985-6011 
or nps.gov/havo

Ham Radio Operators Potluck Picnic, Sun, Aug 
2, Manukā Park. All American Radio Emergency 
Service members, anyone interested in learning 
how to operate a ham radio and families are 
invited to attend. Dennis Smith, 989-3028

Volunteer Fire Department Meeting, Mon, 
Aug 3, 4 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 
939-7033

A Walk into the Past, Tue, Aug 4 & 18, 10 a.m., 
12 p.m. & 2 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center and 
Whitney Vault in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Ka‘ū resident Dick Hershberger brings 
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory founder Thomas 
Jaggar to life every other Tuesday.

Back-to-School Name Tags, Wed, Aug 5, 3:30 – 
5 p.m., Pāhala Community Center. Grades K – 8 
register through Aug 4. 928-3102

Ocean View Neighborhood Watch meeting, 
Thu, Aug 6, 7 p.m., Ocean View Community 
Center. 939-7033

OVCC Yard Sale, Sat, Aug 8, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Atlas Recycling at South Point U-Cart, Sat, Aug 
8, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Stewardship at the Summit, Sat, Aug 8 & 15; 

– 8 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lanai in 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Kumu Hula 
Mailelaulani Canario’s hālau perpetuates ancient 
and modern style of hula. 985-6011

Family Reading Night, Thu, Aug 20, 5 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu, Aug 20, 5:30 
p.m. 929-9731 or 936-7262

OVCA Board Meeting, Thu, Aug 20, 6 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Volcano Rain Forest Runs, Sat, Aug 22, Volcano 
Village. Half Marathon, 7 a.m.; 10K, 7:45 a.m.; 
5K, 8 a.m.; Keiki Runs, 10 a.m. All events start 
and finish at Cooper Center on Wright Road. 
Food & entertainment makes the day fun for 
everyone. volcanorainforestruns.com

Hi‘iaka & Pele, Sun, Aug 23, 9:30 – 11 a.m., 
Kahuku unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
Participants discover the Hawaiian goddesses 
and the natural phenomena they represent on this 
moderate one-mile walk. 985-6011

Ocean View Food Pantry, Tue, Aug 25, 12 – 2 
p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

HOVE Road Maintenance board of directors 
meeting, Tue, Aug 25, 10 a.m., St. Jude’s 
Church. 929-9910

‘Ukulele Lessons, Wed, Aug 26, 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lanai in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Rangers teach 
participants how to play a simple tune on the 
‘ukulele and leave with a new skill and treasured 
‘ike (wisdom). 985-6011

Legal Aid, Thu, Aug 27, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033

Ocean View Community Development Corp. 
meeting, Fri, Aug 28, 5 p.m., Hawaiian Ranchos 
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We provide comprehensive care, including cleanings and fluoridation (optional)  
for children. New patients are welcome. QUEST and most other insurance  

are accepted.

Bay Clinic 
Keiki 

Dental Care

Hilo Family Dental Center: 333-3600

Kea‘au Family Health and Dental Center: 930-0400

Ka‘u Family Health and Dental Center: 929-7311

bayclinic.org

Every kid deserves  
a great smile.

offices.
Enduring Wiliwili, Sat, Aug 29 – TBA, 9 a.m. – 

5 p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Pacific Island Print 
Makers’ exhibit features work by Andrea Pro, 
Margaret Barnaby, Lisa Louise Adams, Kathy 
Molina and John McCaskill. Opening reception 
5 p.m. Free; park entrance fees apply. 967-8222

Jazz in the Forest, Sat, Aug 29, 4:30 & 7:30 
p.m. Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village. Pauline Wilson joins Volcano 
Art Center Jazz Ensemble. 967-8222

Instructional Youth Volleyball, Mon, Aug 31 – 
Nov 4, 6 – 7:30 p.m., Pāhala Community Center. 
Ages 8 – 14 register Aug 3 – 7. 928-3102

EXERCISE & MEDITATION

Pāhala Pool Schedule: Adult Water Exercise 
M/W/F 9 – 10 a.m.; Public Recreational Swim 
Mon – Fri 1 – 3 p.m., Sat/Sun 9 – 11 a.m. & 1 – 
4 p.m.; Adult Lap Swim Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m., Sat/Sun 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.

928-8177 or hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Walking Group, Mon/Wed, 2 p.m., Kahuku Park. 

For ages 16 and up. 929-9113
Jump Rope Challenge, Mon, 3 – 4 p.m., Kahuku 

Park. For ages 6 – 12. 929-9113
Exercise for Energy, Mon/Wed, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., 

Discovery Harbour Community Center. DVD 
instructions; bring your own band, ball and mat. 
Free w/donation of non-perishable food. Judy 
Knapp, 939-8149

Zumba Fitness, Mon/Thu, 5:30 p.m.; Sat, 9 a.m., 
New Hope Christian Fellowship in Volcano. 
Certified instructor Linda Fanene, 990-3835

Zumba, Mon/Thu, 6 – 7 p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Community Center. Certified Zumba instructor 
Erin Cole, 938-4037

Aikido, Mon/Wed, 6 p.m., Old Pāhala Clubhouse. 
Alan Moores, 928-0919 or artbyalan2011@
gmail.com

Kempo Karate, Tue/Thu Ocean View Community 
Center, children 5 – 6 p.m.; adults 6:30 – 8 p.m., 
beginning Feb. 19. Gordon Buck, 929-7033.

Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, Tue/Thu, 
8:30 - 10 a.m. Noa’s Island Massage in rear 
entrance of Ka‘ū Realty across from Hana Hou. 
Please come 10 minutes early. $10 a class or $80 
for 10 classes. 756-3183

Belly Dance Classes, Tue; beginners, 5:30 p.m.; 

Rimban Jeffrey D. Soga, of Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuian, presided at Pāhala Hongwanji, 
above, and Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji during Obon services last month in Ka‘ū. Obon services and 
Bon Dances continue around the island this month. See schedule below.  Photo by Julia Neal

Aug. 1 (Sat.): Hilo Taishoji Soto Mis-
sion, 7 p.m.; Taishoji Taiko will perform; 
Hatsubon service on Sunday, Aug. 2, at 9 
a.m.; Toro Nagashi on Sunday, Aug. 2, at 5 
p.m. at the Wailoa River. (935-8407)

Aug. 1 (Sat.): Hawi Jodo Mission, 6:30 
p.m., following short service. (775-0965)

Aug. 1 (Sat.): Pa‘auilo Kongoji Mis-
sion, 7-10:30 p.m., Hatsubon and Obon ser-
vice at 5 p.m. (776-1474)

Aug. 1 (Sat.): Kurtistown Jodo Mis-
sion, 8 p.m., following Hatsubon and Obon 
service at 7 p.m. (966-9777)

Aug. 8 (Sat.): Hāmākua Jodo Mission, 
following 6:30 p.m. service (775-0965)

Aug. 8 (Sat.): Kona Koyasan Daishi-
ji Mission, 7 p.m., service at 5 p.m. 
(324-1741)

Aug. 14 (Fri.): Life Care Center of 
Hilo (Hilo Higashi Hongwanji), 5:30 p.m., 
refreshments available (959-9151)

Aug. 15 (Sat.): Kamuela Hongwanji, 
7 p.m., following 6 p.m. service; 4:30 p.m. 
graveside service at Kamuela Japanese 
Cemetery (885-4481) 

Aug. 15 (Sat.): Hakalau Jodo Mission, 8 
p.m., following Hatsubon and Obon service 
at 7 p.m. (966-9777)

Aug. 29 (Sat.): Honohina Hongwanji, 
7 p.m., following 6 p.m. service (963-6032)

intermediate, 6:30 p.m. Farasha, 990-3835
Karate, Tue/Fri, Pāhala Community Center. Cliff 

Field, 333-1567
Self-Guided Yoga, Wed, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Cooper 

Center, Volcano. Calabash donations. Debra 
Serrao, 985-7545

Gentle Senior Yoga, Wed, 3 – 4 p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Hongwanji. Senior price $10 for 10 sessions. 
Stephanie Peppers, 937-7940

Meditation, Wed, 4 – 5 p.m. Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji. 
Velvet Replogle, 936-8989

Beginners Yoga, Wed, 5:30 – 7 p.m., Volcano Art 
Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. 
$5. Rob Kennedy, 985-9151 

Hula Kahiko, Thu, 4 – 6 p.m., Discovery Harbour 
Community Hall. Ka‘ū School of the Arts, 854-
1540 or info@kauarts.org

Western Line Dance Classes, Thu, 6:30 – 7:30 
p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Hall.

DAILY & WEEKLY EVENTS & 
ACTIVITIES 

Volcano Farmers Market, Sun, 6 – 10 a.m., 
Cooper Center. Fruits and veggies, swap meet 
and more. EBT welcome.

Tūtū and Me Traveling Preschool, free classes 
Mon/Wed, Nā‘ālehu Community Center; Tue/
Thu, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m., Pāhala Community 
Center. 929-8571

Niaulani Nature Walks, Mon, 9:30 a.m., Volcano 
Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano 
Village. This one-hour nature walk travels 
through a portion of old-growth Hawaiian 
rain forest on an easy, 1/7-mile loop trail. Free 
(calabash donations welcome). 967-8222 or 
volcanoartcenter.org 

Folk & Country Music, Mon/Wed, 10 a.m. – 
1 p.m., Punalu‘u Bake Shop. Gary Cole, aka 
Foggy, entertains diners.

Pāhala Senior Center: Lunch served Mon – 
Fri, 10:30 a.m. for residents aged 60+. Julie, 
928-3101

Nā‘ālehu Senior Nutrition Center (Hawai‘i 
County Nutrition Program), Lunch served 
Mon – Fri, 10:45 a.m. for residents aged 60+, 
greater Nā‘ālehu area. 939-2505

Ocean View Nutrition Site and Senior Club 
hosts activities at St. Jude’s Church on Mon/
Wed/Fri from 8:30 a.m. and provides lunches 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. for seniors 60+. Donations 
requested. On Thu, the program takes seniors to 

Kailua-Kona for doctors appointments, grocery 
shopping and to pick up prescriptions. Program 
closed Tue. Dick Hershberger, 989-4140

Zhineng Qigong, Mon, 2 – 4 p.m., Cooper Center 
in Volcano Village. $10 suggested donation. 
alohachigong@gmail.com

Kanikapila Jam Sessions, Mon, 5:30 – 7 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village. 967-8222

Ka‘ū Community Chorus Rehearsals, Mon, 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Discovery Harbour Community 
Hall; Ka‘ū School of the Arts, 854-1540 or 
info@kauarts.org

Knit-Wits, Tue, 1 p.m., Ocean View Community 
Center. 929-7033

Ka‘ū Driver License Office, Tue/Wed by 
appointment. 854-7214

Movie Matinee, Tue, 2:30 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Public 
Library. Free, family-friendly movies for all ages 
plus free popcorn. 939-2442

Ka‘ū Farmers Market, Wed, 8 a.m. – noon, 
Shaka’s Restaurant in Nā‘ālehu. Produce, 
Hawaiiana, arts and crafts, fresh baked goods.

Nā‘ālehu Market, Wed/Sat, 6:30 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Ace Hardware. Produce and locally made 
products.

Community Bookstore, Wed, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 
Kauaha`ao Church in Wai`ohinu. 938-0411

Sumi-e Japanese Brushstroke Painting, Wed, 1 
– 3 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji

Game Night, Wed, 6:30 p.m., Discovery Harbour 
Community Center. Lucy Walker, 929-7519

Ka Lae Quilters, Thu, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Center. 238-0505

VA Center for Veterans, Thu, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. David, 
329-0574

Desperately Seeking Serenity AFG meeting, 

Thu, 5 p.m., St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in 
Ocean View. Sandy, 557-9847

Women, Infant, Children Services, Fri (except 
holidays) at various locations. 965-3030 or 
934-3209

Aloha Fridays, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center 
Gallery porch at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Variable hula art offerings. Everyone 
welcome. Free; donations welcome; park 
entrance fees apply.

Ka‘ū ‘Ohana Band Rehearsals, Fri, 4 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. Instruments 
provided; no experience necessary. Ka‘ū School 
of the Arts, 854-1540 or info@kauarts.org 

Live Entertainment at Hana Hou Restaurant, 
Fri, 5:30 p.m. in Nā‘ālehu. 929-9717

Kīlauea Buffet & Hula Show, Fri, 5 – 8 p.m., 
Kīlauea Military Camp in Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park Hula. Buffet every Friday at 
Crater Rim Café; hula shows Aug 7, 14 and 21 
in Lava Lounge. KMC is open to authorized 
patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees 
apply. 967-8371 

Live Music Fridays at South Side Shaka’s, 
Nā‘ālehu. 929-7404

Live Music at Gilligan’s, Fri/Sat, 4:30 – 9 p.m., 
Discovery Harbour.

Ocean View Farmers Market, Sat, 7 a.m. – 
noon, Pōhue Plaza.

Karaoke, Sat, South Side Shaka’s in Nā‘ālehu. 
929-7404

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings: One Day 
at a Time Group, Sat, 6:30 p.m., Cooper 
Center; Friday Night BBQ Meeting, Fri, 5 p.m., 
Wai`ohinu (929 -7674); Happy, Joyous and Free 
Group, Mon/Thu, 7 p.m. and Sat, 5 p.m., St. 
Jude’s in Ocean View. West Hawai‘i Intergroup, 
329-1212 or the Hilo office, 961-6133

Bon Dance Season Continues through Aug
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won Team 90s, the com-
petition where the age of 
team members must add 
up to 90 years or more. 
Rigan Kaapana and Kepa 
Awai won Bull Riding. 
Christine Beck and Deni-
cia Deresin won Wahine 
Mugging. Kahiau Onaka 
won Po‘o Wai U. Boots 
Kaapana and Ina Ynigues 
won Double Mugging. 
Ethan Awa won Tie Down 
Roping. Chance Miranda 
won Calf Riding. Aiden 
Benavides won Goat Undecorating and Dummy 
Roping, five to eight years of age. Jaycee Amaral 
won Dummy Roping, four and under.

Rodeo Queens from Hawai‘i, Florida and Ne-
braska attended the rodeo. Miss Rodeo Hawai‘i 
Cheyanne Keli‘iho‘omalu, Miss Rodeo Florida 
Sheila Shirah and Miss Rodeo Nebraska Joni 
Qualm said they are looking forward to the national 
Miss Rodeo Competition.

KA‘U SPORTS REPORT
Fourth Of July All-Around Ro-

deo Winner earned the champion 
cowboy belt buckle at Nā‘ālehu Ro-
deo Grounds and proclaimed, “I am 
not a cowboy!” She is cowgirl Jay-
mie Loando and wound up with the 
most points overall competing with 
kane and wahine. Here is a list of 
winners during the two-day Fourth 
of July Rodeo, sponsored by Ka‘ū 
Roping & Riding Association:

Kelly Medeiros and Jaymie 
Loando won the Kane-Wahine 
Dally. Boots Kaapana and Jaymie 
Loando won Kane-Wahine Ribbon. 
Lexis Andrade and Evan Manoa 
won Open Dally. Cienna Joseph 
won Wahine Breakaway. Laenaia 
Andrade took the Youth Barrels ti-
tle. Brian DeMattos and Mike Smith 

First-place winners took home Ka‘ū 
Roping & Riding buckles, all the way 
down to the winner of Dummy Rop-
ing for those four years old and 
under. Jaycee Amaral won it. She 
is accompanied by paniolo Ralph 
Kaapana. 

Cowgirl Wins All-Around at Fourth of July Rodeo

Rodeo Queens Cheyanne 
Keli‘iho‘omalu of Hawai‘i, Sheila 
Shirah of Florida and Joni Qualm 
of Nebraska attended Ka‘ū Rop-
ing & Riding Association’s rodeo in 
Nā‘ālehu. They said they are looking 
forward to the national Miss Rodeo 
Competition.   Photos by Julia Neal

Ayden Benevides won 
both Goat Undecorat-
ing and Dummy Roping 
in the five-to-eight age 
group.  

Laenaia Andrade took 
the Youth Barrels 
buckle.  

Chance Miranda took 
the rodeo’s Calf Rid-
ing title.  

Paniolo of all ages competed in the Fourth of July Rodeo over two days, sponsored by Ka‘ū 
Roping & Riding Association. 

Roping calves is a required skill on Ka‘ū ranches. 

Po‘o Wai U, the most traditional Hawaiian rodeo event, was featured at the annual Fourth of 
July Rodeo in Nā‘ālehu. 

Jaymie Loando took the All-Around title for the most points at the July 4 rodeo in Nā‘ālehu. 
Among her winning events was Kane-Wahine Dally with Kelly Medeiros.  Photo by Julia Neal

Volcano Rain Forest Runs are on Saturday, 
Aug. 22. All races start and finish at Cooper Center 
on Wright Road in Volcano Village. The Half Mara-
thon begins at 7 a.m. followed by the 10K at 7:45 
a.m. and the 5K at 8 a.m.

Packet Pick-Up and Late Registration is Friday, 
Aug. 21 at the Volcano Art Center’s Nialulani Cam-
pus in Volcano Village from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

10K and 5K participants can register race morn-
ing at Cooper Center from 5:30 a.m. to 6:30 am. T-
shirts are not guaranteed for late registrations. There 
is no race day registration for the Half Marathon.

Keiki ages 1-7 can register for free 100- and 
200-yard dashes on race morning until 9:30 a.m. 
Sponsored by Kīlauea Lodge, Keiki Runs begin 
at 10 a.m. All entrants receive a ribbon and other 
goodies after coming through the finish line. Every-
one is a winner.

Volcano Rain
Forest Runs
Sat., Aug. 22

Rain Forest Runs, pg. 9



 

 
 

 
 

 
Offices in Pahala, 

Na`alehu & Ocean View 
 

Visit the student 
run credit union 
on the Ka`u High 
School Campus. 

 
Supporter of Ka`u 

Sports and the Ka`u High 
School Credit Union.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Land Clearing & Excavation 

 
License No. C-15571 * C-11607 

PUC 5133-C 
CALL WALLY 

  
 
 

P.O. Box 74 
Na`alehu 

 
 

Bus: (808) 929-7106 
Bus: (808) 929-7322 

 

 
 

Realtor Associate, The Land Office, Inc. 
In downtown Na`alehu. 

For all your Real Estate needs in beautiful KA`U 
Call (808) 929-7541 or 938-1993  

 

961-5600 
Proudly Supporting  

Hawaii’s Youth! 

De Lima’s Plumbing, Inc. 
Hilo, HI 
935-8806 

 

 
 

 
General Contractor 

Certified Home Inspector 
Residential and Commercial  

Island and State Wide Service 
Lic. No. BC-18812 

 
 

 
 

New Home Construction 
Remodeling, Re-roofing, Concrete Work 

 
Serving the People of Ka`u  

for over 25 years 
 

Call Bob for a FREE estimate at  
929-8112 

Email:  tbcci@hialoha.net 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“A Proud Sponsor!”  
P.O. Box 130  

Pahala, HI 
928-8383  

GO TROJANS! 

Support the Ka`u High Sports and 
athletes with your advertisement here!   

Call 928-9811 or email 
mahalo@aloha.net 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water 
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult 
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 928-8177. 
 
Boys Basketball 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm 
●Sat, Feb 4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF @ Civic 
●Fri - Sat, Feb 17-18, BIIF @ Civic 
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @ O`ahu 
 
Wrestling 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA 10am 
●Sat, Feb 11, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 10am 
●Sat, Feb 18, BIIF @ Kamehameha 
●Fri – Sat, March 3 -4, HHSAA @ Blaisdell  
 on O`ahu 
 
 

Swimming 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u @ HPA, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF Trials 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF Finals 
●Fri – Sat, Feb 24 – 25, HHSAA @ 
 Kamehameha, Kea`au Campus 
 
JV Baseball 
●Sat, Feb 11,Ka`u @ Honoka`a, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 13, Ka`u vs Hilo, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 18, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 20, Ka`u vs Kamehameha, 
 1pm 
●Wed, Feb 22, Ka`u @ Konawaena, 
 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm 
 
 
SUPPORT TROJAN 
ATHLETES BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE 
KA`U SPORTS 
CALENDAR! 
 
THE CALENDAR 
IS DIRECT 
MAILED TO 
OVER 4,000 
POSTAL BOXES! 
 

Call 928-6471 Or 
email kausports 
calendar 
@runbox.com. 
 

Senior Pono Makuakane scores with a layup in a drill during 
varsity basketball practice. 

Congratulations 
JV Boys’ Basketball on your 
victory against Laupahoehoe! 

 
Girls’ and Boys’ Soccer on 

winning Pahoa! 
 

Wrestlers Dylan Rush - 1st 
Place, Colton Wong - 2nd Place 

and Travis Leka for his first 
season win at Konawaena!  

TEX PAHALA ♦ 928-8200 

Coach Sumida instructs his JV Basketball team while they drill 
different plays during an afternoon practice. 

Ka`u Athletic Department Steak Fry, Pick-
up will be on Mon, Feb 6, 4 – 6 p.m., 
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are 
$6 and can be purchased from any 
booster club or winter sport team 
member. Contact Laurie at 938-0214, 
Nick at 938-8247 or Ka`u High at  
928-2088. 
 
Ka`u High Athletic Booster Club meeting, 
Mon, Feb 13, 6 p.m., Ka`u High music 
room. Need volunteers to help in 
fundraising activities. Need materials 
and lumber to make recycle bins to be 
placed at the Pahala and Waiohinu 
transfer stations as part of a fundraiser. 
Anyone who can help with materials for 
building or has extra time to help with 
monitoring the recycling program, should 
also attend the meeting or call Laurie at 
938-0214 or Nick at 938-8247. 
 
The Pahala Swimming Pool is open 
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Pahala Plantation Cottages
Check out our Kamaaina Rates!

928-9811

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!!

Tell them you saw their ad in 
The Kaʻū Calendar!

Boys Volleyball
• Fri, May 3, BIIF Semi-finals
• Sat, May 4, BIIF Finals
• May 8-11, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Judo
• Sat, May 4, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Track & Field 
• Fri-Sat, May 10 & 1, HHSAA Tournament 
@ Mililani High School

Free Athletic Physicals in May
     Free physicals will be given at the medical 
mobile van located near the band room on the 
campus of Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary 
on select dates in May.  Visit the van on May 
6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17 which are the last days 
this school year to get a physical.  “In order to 
participate in middle school and high school 
athletics, you will need a current physical,” 
said KHPES Athletic Director Kalei Namoha-
la.  Forms can be picked up from the school 
office or athletic director.  “Take advantage of 
this free opportunity,” advised Namohala.
     For more information about next year’s 
athletic programs, call 928-2088.

 

M-F, 2-4 p.m. 

     
MAY 2013

We now work on Hybrids!

Front Row (l-R): Jay-R Abalos, David Pillette, Esteve Salmo, Rayden Peralta, Patrick Hondeneros, Carlos Uribe-
Buonos, Kaweni Ibarra, Judah Aldorasi, Head Coach Brian Dopp; Back Row (l-r): Shaenese Tailon, Shannen 
Pagnaniban, Marai Uyetake, Sheilah Balila, Kyra Malepe, Reina Aldorasi, Denisha Navarro, Deisha Gascon, Shyann 
Carvalho, Kristina Padrigo, Jennifer Tabios, Jami Beck, Marley Strand-Nicolaisen, Toni Beck. 
        Photo courtesy of the Kaʻū High Yearbook

ROYAL HAWAIIAN 
ORCHARDS, LP

Firefighters Needed,  Cont. from pg. 7
 Kaʻū High School girls softball season wrapped in 
April. Seniors Shaylin Navarro, Casey Koi, Kaila Olsen 
and Jenna Gascon ran an aloha lap  around the Pāhala 
ball field’s diamond on April 18. Coach Donald Garo said 
“This season was a good learning season. There many 
young girls coming onto the team. The seniors really 
helped the team stay together through their leadership.” 

Tiani Castaneda-Naboa will represent Kaʻū High at the State 
Judo Tournament held on Oʻahu on May 4.
Photo by Heather Castaneda-Naboa

Kaʻū High Varsity 
boys volleyball-  
Front (l-r): Head 
Coach Joshua 
Ortega, Cameron 
Enriques, Brian 
Gascon, Rodney 
Kuahiwinui, Jr., 
Greg Javar; Back: 
Grant Galimba, 
Donald Garo Jr., 
Randall “Tiger” 
Watson and Dal-
ton Hannahs. Pho-
to courtesy of Kaʻū 
High Yearbook

 At press time, members of the Kaʻū High track 
and field team had one more chance to qualify 
for states before the BIIF Tournament on May 3 
and 4 at the Kamehameha-Keaʻau campus. Team 
members Kristina Padrigo and Marley Strand-

Nicolaisen-Strand and Padrigo Qualify for States
Nicolaisen already received a berth to states after meeting the 
qualifications at previous track meets this season. 
 The team is coached by new Kaʻū High social studies 
teacher Brian Dopp.

Young Softball Teams Wraps Season with Energy for Next Year
James.
     While the ranks would love young volunteers 
to join, the departments are calling to any male or 
female over the age of 18 to sign up. Volunteers 
need to be a U.S. citizen and have a valid driver’s 
license. At training sessions held the third 
Tuesday of each month, potential applicants can 
meet other volunteers and learn more information 
about what is involved.
    Those interested in becoming a volunteer, can 
call the volunteer fire department at 961- one of 
the Kaʻū volunteer captains: Pāhala Ron Ebert, 
928-0027; Nāʻālehu Wade Baji, 929-9923; 
Discovery Harbour Terry James, 895-8133; and 
Ocean View Mack Goddard, 939-7602.

He said he is proud of Navarro. “Shaylin 
really made me proud this year. I wish the 
seniors good luck in what they choose to do 
after graduation.” Garo said he looks toward 
having a good season next year.

Spring Football Starts May 13 
     Spring football training will be held starting 
Monday, May 13 and will run until Friday, May 24. 
Practice happens after school from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m. at the Kaʻū High football field.  Interested 
athletes are reminded that they need a current physical 
to participate. Bring dress attire, T-shirt, workout 
shorts,  running shoes and cleats.

Kaʻū Tennis Reps at BIIFs
     At the BIIF tourney last month the Kaʻū High tennis 
team saw two winning rounds. Carlos Uribe-Bounos, 
boys singles, won his first round, but was eliminated in 
the second round. William Mitchell, also boys singles 
player, beat his opponent in the second round, but lost 
his third.  Boys first singles player Jemy-Ray Palancia  
and girls doubles team Romina Sembran and Marileah 
Lalin lost in the first round of play. 

Kaʻū High Yearbooks on Sale 
     Ka’u High School and Pahala Elementary 
yearbooks are still available for the following 
prices: $35 High school, $15 elementary/
middle school. A New feature with this edition 
is the ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ by Jostens, 
free with every yearbook purchase.  The 
school’s Time Capsule at ReplayIt.com is a 
supplementary feature that stores all photos 
used or unused in the development of the 
school yearbook.  With a yearbook purchase, 
a ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ code will be 
issued to allow students a chance to create their 
own digital yearbook to tell their unique story of 
the 2012-13 school year.

Kaʻū Summer Fun Registration     
     Summer Fun registration for keiki who completed grades 
kindergarten to six will be held May 6-9. In Ocean View,  
registration takes place from 1-4:30 p.m at Kahuku Park. 
Families can also register at their respective sites at Pāhala 
Community Center and  at Nā’ālehu Community Center. 
      The actual Summer Fun program will run from June 10- 
July 19, Mondays through Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu and from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in Ocean 
View.  Payment of $100 per child must be in cash, money 
order or a certified check. For more information, call Nona 
Makuakane at 928-3102.

A variance will allow half of the parking at the new gym to be on grassy areas. See story on page 7.
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Hawai‘i Police Department is again participating in 
a backpack drive for children who cannot afford to buy 
them. As in previous years, all police stations around the 
island will double as drop-off points for persons inter-

ested in helping children in need. Backpacks 
may be dropped off until Aug. 30.

The main police station in Ka‘ū is on 
the Volcano side of Nā‘ālehu at 95-5624 
Māmālahoa Hwy. Call 939-2520.

Backpacks have been identified as the 
most requested non-food item for charities 
in Hawai‘i. The donated backpacks will be 
distributed to children at women’s shelters, 
homeless shelters and transitional housing 
facilities around the Big Island. 

This is the seventh consecutive year the 
Police Department has worked in partner-
ship with HOPE Services Hawai‘i, former-
ly known as the Office of Social Ministry, 
which provides a continuum of homeless 
and transitional programs from outreach to 
emergency shelters, including permanent 
supportive housing placements. 

Donate Backpacks for
Public School Students

Science Campers visited Mauna Loa Observatory, the 
atmospheric research facility 11,000 feet above sea level.

The third year of Science Camps of America 
wrapped up July 18 at its base in Pāhala. According to 
founder Michael Richards, the Big Island of Hawai‘i 
is the ideal location for experiencing the air and space 
sciences and the world’s greatest laboratory for Earth 
science. He said interested Ka‘ū parents and youth can 
contact him for possible scholarships for summer ses-
sions in 2016.

Air and Space Camp gives students the chance to 
learn about Earth’s atmosphere and climate and about 
space. Participants visit observatories and the centers 
where astronomers work. They also learn how scien-
tists study concentrations of substances in the atmo-
sphere, see alternate energy development in action and 
gain a better understanding of climate change and how 
to be better prepared to participate in solutions to chal-

lenges they will face. 
During Land and Sea Camp, the focus is on volca-

noes (geology) and the ocean (oceanography). Students 
visit Kīlauea, the world’s most active and easily studied 
volcano. They view footprints in hardened ash that are 
over 200 years old, along with one of the world’s great-
est mineral collections and beaches made entirely of 
minerals. They learn not just about the events that take 
place in the natural world but experienced first-hand 
how they affect plants, animals and humans. 

Science Camps of America Wraps, 
Offers 2016 Ka‘ū Scholarships

Participants in Science Camps of America’s Land and Sea 
session studied Hawai‘i Island’s geology last month. 

Photos from Michael Richards

Pāhala Community Center became Ka‘ū Spaceport when 
Science Campers successfully shot off 22 rockets during 
Air & Space Camp.

For more information, see sciencecampsamerica.
com. 



into its system from the neighborhood. Residents talked 
about losing the residential feel of the community should 
numerous lots be cleared, fenced and covered with pan-
els. Some houses would be bordered by solar farms and 
their fencing. They talked about traffic associated with the 
project damaging roads they work hard to maintain them-
selves. Community security is another issue. Some said it 
is a certainty that thieves will steal solar panels, fencing 
and copper in the remote locations.

The group talked about signing up an attorney. 
West Ka‘ū state House of Representative member Rich-
ard Creagan said he would look into the Public Utilities 
Commission’s role in the issue and would speak to the 
governor. He later said the governor understands how 
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Visit the student 
run credit union 
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School Campus. 
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Land Clearing & Excavation 

 
License No. C-15571 * C-11607 

PUC 5133-C 
CALL WALLY 

  
 
 

P.O. Box 74 
Na`alehu 

 
 

Bus: (808) 929-7106 
Bus: (808) 929-7322 

 

 
 

Realtor Associate, The Land Office, Inc. 
In downtown Na`alehu. 

For all your Real Estate needs in beautiful KA`U 
Call (808) 929-7541 or 938-1993  

 

961-5600 
Proudly Supporting  

Hawaii’s Youth! 

De Lima’s Plumbing, Inc. 
Hilo, HI 
935-8806 

 

 
 

 
General Contractor 

Certified Home Inspector 
Residential and Commercial  

Island and State Wide Service 
Lic. No. BC-18812 

 
 

 
 

New Home Construction 
Remodeling, Re-roofing, Concrete Work 

 
Serving the People of Ka`u  

for over 25 years 
 

Call Bob for a FREE estimate at  
929-8112 

Email:  tbcci@hialoha.net 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“A Proud Sponsor!”  
P.O. Box 130  

Pahala, HI 
928-8383  

GO TROJANS! 

Support the Ka`u High Sports and 
athletes with your advertisement here!   

Call 928-9811 or email 
mahalo@aloha.net 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water 
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult 
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 928-8177. 
 
Boys Basketball 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm 
●Sat, Feb 4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF @ Civic 
●Fri - Sat, Feb 17-18, BIIF @ Civic 
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @ O`ahu 
 
Wrestling 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA 10am 
●Sat, Feb 11, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 10am 
●Sat, Feb 18, BIIF @ Kamehameha 
●Fri – Sat, March 3 -4, HHSAA @ Blaisdell  
 on O`ahu 
 
 

Swimming 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u @ HPA, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF Trials 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF Finals 
●Fri – Sat, Feb 24 – 25, HHSAA @ 
 Kamehameha, Kea`au Campus 
 
JV Baseball 
●Sat, Feb 11,Ka`u @ Honoka`a, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 13, Ka`u vs Hilo, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 18, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 20, Ka`u vs Kamehameha, 
 1pm 
●Wed, Feb 22, Ka`u @ Konawaena, 
 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm 
 
 
SUPPORT TROJAN 
ATHLETES BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE 
KA`U SPORTS 
CALENDAR! 
 
THE CALENDAR 
IS DIRECT 
MAILED TO 
OVER 4,000 
POSTAL BOXES! 
 

Call 928-6471 Or 
email kausports 
calendar 
@runbox.com. 
 

Senior Pono Makuakane scores with a layup in a drill during 
varsity basketball practice. 

Congratulations 
JV Boys’ Basketball on your 
victory against Laupahoehoe! 

 
Girls’ and Boys’ Soccer on 

winning Pahoa! 
 

Wrestlers Dylan Rush - 1st 
Place, Colton Wong - 2nd Place 

and Travis Leka for his first 
season win at Konawaena!  

TEX PAHALA ♦ 928-8200 

Coach Sumida instructs his JV Basketball team while they drill 
different plays during an afternoon practice. 

Ka`u Athletic Department Steak Fry, Pick-
up will be on Mon, Feb 6, 4 – 6 p.m., 
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are 
$6 and can be purchased from any 
booster club or winter sport team 
member. Contact Laurie at 938-0214, 
Nick at 938-8247 or Ka`u High at  
928-2088. 
 
Ka`u High Athletic Booster Club meeting, 
Mon, Feb 13, 6 p.m., Ka`u High music 
room. Need volunteers to help in 
fundraising activities. Need materials 
and lumber to make recycle bins to be 
placed at the Pahala and Waiohinu 
transfer stations as part of a fundraiser. 
Anyone who can help with materials for 
building or has extra time to help with 
monitoring the recycling program, should 
also attend the meeting or call Laurie at 
938-0214 or Nick at 938-8247. 
 
The Pahala Swimming Pool is open 
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Pahala Plantation Cottages
Check out our Kamaaina Rates!

928-9811

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!!

Tell them you saw their ad in 
The Kaʻū Calendar!

Boys Volleyball
• Fri, May 3, BIIF Semi-finals
• Sat, May 4, BIIF Finals
• May 8-11, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Judo
• Sat, May 4, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Track & Field 
• Fri-Sat, May 10 & 1, HHSAA Tournament 
@ Mililani High School

Free Athletic Physicals in May
     Free physicals will be given at the medical 
mobile van located near the band room on the 
campus of Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary 
on select dates in May.  Visit the van on May 
6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17 which are the last days 
this school year to get a physical.  “In order to 
participate in middle school and high school 
athletics, you will need a current physical,” 
said KHPES Athletic Director Kalei Namoha-
la.  Forms can be picked up from the school 
office or athletic director.  “Take advantage of 
this free opportunity,” advised Namohala.
     For more information about next year’s 
athletic programs, call 928-2088.

 

M-F, 2-4 p.m. 

     
MAY 2013

We now work on Hybrids!

Front Row (l-R): Jay-R Abalos, David Pillette, Esteve Salmo, Rayden Peralta, Patrick Hondeneros, Carlos Uribe-
Buonos, Kaweni Ibarra, Judah Aldorasi, Head Coach Brian Dopp; Back Row (l-r): Shaenese Tailon, Shannen 
Pagnaniban, Marai Uyetake, Sheilah Balila, Kyra Malepe, Reina Aldorasi, Denisha Navarro, Deisha Gascon, Shyann 
Carvalho, Kristina Padrigo, Jennifer Tabios, Jami Beck, Marley Strand-Nicolaisen, Toni Beck. 
        Photo courtesy of the Kaʻū High Yearbook

ROYAL HAWAIIAN 
ORCHARDS, LP

Firefighters Needed,  Cont. from pg. 7
 Kaʻū High School girls softball season wrapped in 
April. Seniors Shaylin Navarro, Casey Koi, Kaila Olsen 
and Jenna Gascon ran an aloha lap  around the Pāhala 
ball field’s diamond on April 18. Coach Donald Garo said 
“This season was a good learning season. There many 
young girls coming onto the team. The seniors really 
helped the team stay together through their leadership.” 

Tiani Castaneda-Naboa will represent Kaʻū High at the State 
Judo Tournament held on Oʻahu on May 4.
Photo by Heather Castaneda-Naboa

Kaʻū High Varsity 
boys volleyball-  
Front (l-r): Head 
Coach Joshua 
Ortega, Cameron 
Enriques, Brian 
Gascon, Rodney 
Kuahiwinui, Jr., 
Greg Javar; Back: 
Grant Galimba, 
Donald Garo Jr., 
Randall “Tiger” 
Watson and Dal-
ton Hannahs. Pho-
to courtesy of Kaʻū 
High Yearbook

 At press time, members of the Kaʻū High track 
and field team had one more chance to qualify 
for states before the BIIF Tournament on May 3 
and 4 at the Kamehameha-Keaʻau campus. Team 
members Kristina Padrigo and Marley Strand-

Nicolaisen-Strand and Padrigo Qualify for States
Nicolaisen already received a berth to states after meeting the 
qualifications at previous track meets this season. 
 The team is coached by new Kaʻū High social studies 
teacher Brian Dopp.

Young Softball Teams Wraps Season with Energy for Next Year
James.
     While the ranks would love young volunteers 
to join, the departments are calling to any male or 
female over the age of 18 to sign up. Volunteers 
need to be a U.S. citizen and have a valid driver’s 
license. At training sessions held the third 
Tuesday of each month, potential applicants can 
meet other volunteers and learn more information 
about what is involved.
    Those interested in becoming a volunteer, can 
call the volunteer fire department at 961- one of 
the Kaʻū volunteer captains: Pāhala Ron Ebert, 
928-0027; Nāʻālehu Wade Baji, 929-9923; 
Discovery Harbour Terry James, 895-8133; and 
Ocean View Mack Goddard, 939-7602.

He said he is proud of Navarro. “Shaylin 
really made me proud this year. I wish the 
seniors good luck in what they choose to do 
after graduation.” Garo said he looks toward 
having a good season next year.

Spring Football Starts May 13 
     Spring football training will be held starting 
Monday, May 13 and will run until Friday, May 24. 
Practice happens after school from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m. at the Kaʻū High football field.  Interested 
athletes are reminded that they need a current physical 
to participate. Bring dress attire, T-shirt, workout 
shorts,  running shoes and cleats.

Kaʻū Tennis Reps at BIIFs
     At the BIIF tourney last month the Kaʻū High tennis 
team saw two winning rounds. Carlos Uribe-Bounos, 
boys singles, won his first round, but was eliminated in 
the second round. William Mitchell, also boys singles 
player, beat his opponent in the second round, but lost 
his third.  Boys first singles player Jemy-Ray Palancia  
and girls doubles team Romina Sembran and Marileah 
Lalin lost in the first round of play. 

Kaʻū High Yearbooks on Sale 
     Ka’u High School and Pahala Elementary 
yearbooks are still available for the following 
prices: $35 High school, $15 elementary/
middle school. A New feature with this edition 
is the ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ by Jostens, 
free with every yearbook purchase.  The 
school’s Time Capsule at ReplayIt.com is a 
supplementary feature that stores all photos 
used or unused in the development of the 
school yearbook.  With a yearbook purchase, 
a ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ code will be 
issued to allow students a chance to create their 
own digital yearbook to tell their unique story of 
the 2012-13 school year.

Kaʻū Summer Fun Registration     
     Summer Fun registration for keiki who completed grades 
kindergarten to six will be held May 6-9. In Ocean View,  
registration takes place from 1-4:30 p.m at Kahuku Park. 
Families can also register at their respective sites at Pāhala 
Community Center and  at Nā’ālehu Community Center. 
      The actual Summer Fun program will run from June 10- 
July 19, Mondays through Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu and from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in Ocean 
View.  Payment of $100 per child must be in cash, money 
order or a certified check. For more information, call Nona 
Makuakane at 928-3102.

A variance will allow half of the parking at the new gym to be on grassy areas. See story on page 7.
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Solar Farms, cont. from pg. 1

Rain Forest Runs, cont. from pg. 7

Solar Farms, pg. 10

solar PV on 26 sites throughout the Ocean View area. 
Each site will roughly be using two acres per site. Each 
site will have 1,172 panels per site.” 

Companies involved with the project include Ohana 
Solar Power, LLC, Solar Power Holdings, Solar Power, 
Inc., Solar Hub and Solar PV Projects. 

Concerns coming from many speakers at the com-
munity meeting included probable loss of archaeological 
sites, mature ‘ōhi‘a trees and the endangered native lama 
tree, also called Hawaiian ebony or Hawaiian persimmon, 
as lots are bulldozed. Another issue: loss of opportunity 
for Ranchos and other Ocean View residents to install 
solar to sell power to HELCO, should the project take 
up all the capacity for the utility to receive solar energy 

Volcano Rotary Club serves a BBQ Grill Lunch 
on race day from 9 a.m. for $9. Face painters and bal-
loon animals with the Hiccup Circus delight all the chil-
dren. Crafts and other booths are set up for everyone’s 
enjoyment.

Parking is limited within Volcano Village; arriv-
ing early and carpooling is suggested. Parking lots are 
located at Volcano Store and Thai Thai Restaurant. All 
parking lots are on Old Volcano Road and within walk-
ing distance of Cooper Center. 

Check the Notice to Motorists on page 14 for road 
closures on race morning. “Everyone please use caution 
throughout the village during the race morning to insure 
the safety of all participants, volunteers and spectators,” 
said race director Sharron Faff. “A big mahalo goes out 
to everyone involved in this sixth annual community 
event.”

All participants are responsible for knowing their 
race route. For more information, maps, FAQs, registra-
tion and volunteering, see volcanorainforestruns.com or 
call 808-967-8240. 

The Silver went 
to Southside Boys 
16’s at the United 
States Association of 
Volleyball Boys Ju-
nior National Cham-
pionships held re-
cently in Columbus, 
Ohio. Sam Thomas 
reported that the team 
was led by timely 
blocking of Nalu Ka-
hapea and Kamahao 
Kawelu in the semi-
final match against 
Ocean Bay Volleyball 
Club of California, 
and the SS boys were 
able to sweep the match 
by scores of 25-15 and 
26-24.  

In the championship match, they 
played the hard-hitting Gigantes from 
Puerto Rico. It was a match Thomas 
deemed to be highly entertaining due to 
long rallies on both sides of the net and 
which drew an increasing crowd as the 
match went on. The SS boys eventually 
won as they rode the hitting of Addie 
and Avery Enriques to a three-set vic-
tory with scores of 25-16, 22-25 and 
15-12. 

Members of the team are Ad-
die Enriques, Avery Enriques, Nai‘a 
Makuakane, Kameron Moses, Daylan 
Kalai, Logan Thomas, Nalu Kahapea, Jar-
vis Benito, Kamahao Kawelu and Kainoa 
Downing II.

Southside Boys Take Silver at Nationals

Southside Boys 16’s are back home from National Championships in Ohio. 
Front row L – R: Addie Enriques, Logan Thomas, Kameron Moses, Kainoa 
Downing II. Back row L – R: Albert “Kamahao” Kawelu, Avery Enriques, 
Jai Nai‘a Makuakane, Samuel “Nalu” Kahapea, Jarvis Benito, Daylen Kalai.

Southside 16’s Boys Volleyball teammates are champions of the Silver Bracket at the U.S. As-
sociation of Volleyball Boys National Championships in Columbus, Ohio. 

Photos from Julie Enriques
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NUPEPA NA‘ALEHU

 

B & E PROPANE 
OPEN DAILY 9AM-5PM 
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ALSO AVAILABLE 
WELDING & FABRICATION 

(808)896-0841 
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Solar Farms, cont. from pg. 9

Thank you for your patriotic support 
of our community.

MAHALO!
‘O Ka‘ū Kākou thanks all who contributed to the 2015 

Nā‘ālehu Independence Day Parade & 
4th of July Celebration:

 � Hawaii County

 � Dave Kenefick

 � Miranda’s Farms

 � Nā‘ālehu Elementary School

 � Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji Buddhist 
Mission

 � Pacific Quest

 � Paradise Meadows/Hawaii’s 
Local Buzz

 � Queen Liliuokalani Children’s 
Center

A reward is offered for information 
leading to the return of more than $25,000 
in equipment from the Kaiholena workshop 
operated by The Nature Conservancy.  It is 
believed that the theft took place on June 
29 around dawn. Stolen were a Troy flatbed 
trailer with wooden bed and black wheel 
rails, no railings; a 2009 Honda ATV called 
Big Red, painted in green and tan camou-
flage: a Briggs & Stratton compressor; and 
a green ATV 500.

Also stolen were a standing gun safe, 
three Stihl chain saws, a Honda 1000 gen-
erator and a Shindaiwa weedwacker, hand 
tools and landscaping tools. The thieves 
were seen driving a black 1996 - 2000 Toy-
ota pickup headed through roads from mac-
adamia orchards toward Pāhala. Thieves 
broke hinges off gates to access the prop-
erty. Any information can be provided to 
Ka‘ū Police Station at 939-2520.

Reward Offered for Return of 
Nature Conservancy Equipment

the law allowing solar on ag land is poorly 
written. Creagan also said he 
would look into whether the 
number of lots and land area 
to be used for the solar project 
taken as a whole would trigger 
an Environmental Assessment 
requirement and also the idea 
of finding other, state land for 
the solar project. He said the 
situation is an example of un-
intended consequences of pol-
icy aimed at making Hawai‘i 
more self-sustaining in energy 

Solar Farms, pg. 11

production. He said to change the law that 
allows such projects in housing areas would 
take years, “like turning around a big ship.” 

The Dolittle estate, adjacent to Ranchos, 
was also mentioned as a place with more than 
400 acres with permits that would allow fell-
ing ‘ōhi‘a and lama trees and covering lots 
with solar panels. 

County Council member Maile Me-
deiros David encouraged Ocean View and 
Ranchos residents to organize and said she 
would look into ways for the community to 
have more input in such situations. Since 
solar is allowed on ag land, and Ranchos is 
zoned ag, it is an allowable use, even though 

the community is considered residential by 
its occupants. If the county had required the 
project to go before the Planning Commis-
sion, “you would be entitled to a contested 
case,” the councilwoman said, promising to 
look into the issue at the county regulatory 
level. 

Ocean View resident Ralph Roland said 
that if communities were allowed to incorpo-
rate in Hawai‘i, these issues could be handled 
locally. He predicted more problems on the 
horizon from outside decision-making. 

to corporate giving, impacts to employees/
employment/labor, corporate governance 
and community values,” the office said. 

DBEDT is concerned that NextEra has 
not proven that it has internalized local issues 
into its decision-making processes. “The ap-
plicants have not shown that the proposed 
transaction is in the public interest. Thus, 
the commission has the authority to reject 
the proposal without further consideration,” 
DBEDT said. “The applicants had the burden 
of proof and were either unable or unwilling 
to submit a proposal that satisfied that bur-
den.”  

William Rolston, energy coordinator at 
Hawai‘i County’s Department of Research 
and Development, said, “Whether admitted 

or not by incumbent utilities, a revolution has 
begun with individuals taking their energy 
destiny in their own hands. The death spiral 
for the Vertically Integrated Investor-Owned 
Utility seems to have started already, particu-
larly in a region such as Hawai‘i, where ex-
tremely high prevailing electricity rates pro-
vide sufficient ‘headspace’ for alternatives 
to deliver more favorable economics and a 
more desirable ‘value package’ to consum-
ers. The electric utilities are seeing decreas-
ing demand year after year, in large part due 
to their high prices, and are holding tightly 
to the mechanism called Decoupling that en-
sures their business model will persist even 

NextEra Merger, pg. 11

NextEra Merger, cont. from pg. 2
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Ocean View 
Community As-
sociation offered a 
place to meet, and 
committees were 
formed to study 
the issues and 
come up with an 
action plan. Act-
ing Ocean View 
Community Asso-
ciation President 
Sandi Alexander said the biggest problem “is 
that we found out only recently about how 
far along the project had come without in-
volvement of the community. We don’t want 
this coming into the community without our 
input.” 

A Petition to Stop Industrial Solar in res-
idential Ocean View is being circulated in the 
community by an ad hoc group of residents. 
It says, “We, the undersigned, are opposed 
to the introduction of industrial-scale solar 
PV power generation into Ocean View sub-
divisions, as exemplified by the plan of SPI-
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Construction Equipment Rental
• Compactors • Cement finishing • Generators • Scaffolding
• Ladders • Pressure washer • Compressors • Painting equipment
• Floor finishing equipment • Welding equipment
• Automotive equipment • Cordless hand tools • Tools
• Power tools • Hand tools • Trailers • String trimmer
• Chainsaws (we sharpen) • Lawn mower • Party equipment

Hawaiian Ocean View Ranchos • Below gas station
P.O. Box 6182, Ocean View, HI 96737 • Stan and Marianne Troeller, Proprietors
SERVING THE KA‘U AREA OVER 25 YEARS

South Point U-Cart Inc.

• Hawaiian cement
• Redi-mix concrete
• Rebar #3#4#5
• Wire 6x6x10x10

Small Engine Sales & Service
AUTHORIZED DEALER, PARTS AND SERVICE: Shindaiwa, Wacker, Titan,
airless, Echo, Honda Engines, Snapper, Goldblatt, Briggs & Stratton,
and Grimmer Schmidt

Propane

• Sand #4 (for water tanks)
• Rock #3 • ¾ minus base coarse
• Cinders, red & black
• Pier blocks, misc. concrete prods.

7:30 – 5:00, M – F
Sat. 8:00 – 12:00, Closed Sun.

929-9666
Hours

USED MOTOR OIL DROP OFF: 10-gallon limit per visit for
Do-It-Yourself oil changers. Must log in during open
hours only (no charge).

WATER DELIVERY
Wai Moku

CALL RUDY
929-9222

             

     
                                       PUC 5238-C 
 

   NEED WATER? 
WE DO WATER HAULING 

 

   Specializing In:	  
*Water                *House Pads          *Septic Systems	  
*Trenching         *Rock Wall              *Demo	  
*Driveway          *Lowboy                  *Dump Truck 
*Coffee Farm     *Bulldozing             *Free Estimates 

Ka‘ū’s County Council member Maile Medeiros David and state Rep. Richard Creagan, sit-
ting at left, were among those listening to Ocean View-area residents during a meeting about a 
proposed solar project makai of Hwy 11.   Photo by Julia Neal

Solar Farms, cont. 
from pg. 10

Face-painting and furry 
friends are some of the 
ho‘olaule‘a fun for keiki. 

Photo from Daneille Scheiern

Ocean View Evangelical Church gifts the com-
munity with a ho‘olaule‘a and lū‘au on Saturday, 
Aug. 8. This will be the church’s third year holding 
the event. 

Churches from the Ka‘ū area present entertain-
ment, and a variety of organizations offer services, 
such as The Food Bank, The Pregnancy Center, 
Keiki ID, Operation Christmas Child, CERT and a 
Prayer Booth. 

Many local businesses have donated door priz-
es. Free Hawaiian food, including lomi lomi salm-
on, chicken long rice and kalua pork is served while 

supplies last. Bounce house, tie-dying, children’s 
games and face-painting entertain keiki. 

Registration opens at 9 a.m. Festivities begin at 
10 a.m. and continue until 2 p.m. 

This is an alcohol- and drug-free event. Ev-
erything is free, “like God’s salvation and is given 
for God in Jesus’ name as a gift to the community,” 
said organizer Daneille 
Scheiern. “Come and 
join the fun!”

Third Ocean View Ho‘olaule‘a Aug. 8

Solar to install over 30,000 panels on 26 lots in Hawaiian Ocean 
View Ranchos, Kulakai View Estates and 21-acre lots between 
these two subdivisions, located in Ka‘ū Dis-
trict, Hawai‘i County. Our concerns include 
safety, property values, views and quality of 
life.” 

Anyone wanting to be involved with the 
issue can call Ocean View Community As-
sociation at 939-7033.

with these imminent warning signs.”
As an example of “individuals taking 

their energy destiny in their own hands,” 
Rolston noted that “our Ka‘ū residents are 
extremely self-sufficient and survive many 
interruptions of power, including, for ex-
ample, when they have been regularly cut 

NextEra Merger, cont. from pg. 10
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Stars over Ka‘ū - August 2015 
by Lew Cook

Venus is still bright this month, all 
the while growing larger. By the end of 
the month, it has become larger but has 
slimmed down into a thinner crescent than 
last month. It sets before the time the chart 
is drawn for, but as soon as it is getting 
dark, it stands out brilliantly in the west.

Pluto made a spectacular splash in 
the news last month. The New Horizons 
spacecraft passed Pluto after traveling for 
ten years to get there. The results were 
magnificent! Pluto is in Sagittarius, and 
its position is marked on the chart with its 
symbol, a run together “PL,” but again, 
please, don’t waste your time looking for it 
because it is so very faint (14th magnitude) 
and in an area packed with stars. Without a 
large telescope and good star charts there 
is no way to distinguish it from the back-
ground stars. The symbol and the name, 
Pluto, honor Percival Lowell, who founded 
the observatory at Flagstaff, AZ. Lowell 
began and funded the search for Pluto. 
Clyde Tombaugh actually discovered the 
planet on photographic plates in 1930.

Those of you who have telescopes or 
large binoculars can enjoy several nebulae 
in Sagittarius. Remember also, the center 
of the Milky Way (our home galaxy) is in 
Sagittarius. There, the massive black hole 
dominates its neighbors. The black hole’s 
effects on its neighboring stars can’t be 
seen in optical views, but due to its effects 
on the nearby stars, it’s location can be de-
termined quite closely. It is near the spout 
of the teapot.

The star chart is produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given 
permission to publish it.
How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward 
the north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are 
looking east, hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the 
bottom; and for west, west at the bottom. Use this map at about 11 p.m. early in the month, 
about 10 p.m. mid-month and 9 p.m. late in the month. Keep this page handy and show it to 
your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here.

This is what NASA’s New Horizon’s space-
craft saw as it passed by Pluto: Pluto and its 
largest moon, Charon. Four other, smaller 
moons orbit Pluto. Charon is about half of 
Pluto’s diameter. Planetary geologists are 
studying many features on both of these 
objects.  Photo from NASA

To the north of the teapot there are 
several beautiful nebulae. We discussed 
the Lagoon nebula last month. This month 
we’ll mention several more. About a de-
gree north of the Lagoon Nebula, those of 
you with telescopes can look for and enjoy 
the Trifid Nebula. Then, continue further 
northwest, about eight degrees. There you 
will find (after concentrating on the task at 
hand and not letting yourself get distracted 
by the beauty of the night sky) the Omega 
nebula and two degrees to the north to the 
Eagle nebula. The Eagle contains what 
NASA termed “The Pillars of Creation” in 
what may be the Hubble Space Telescope’s 
most beautiful photo. All these nebulae are 
marked on the chart.
Date                Sunrise     Sunset
Aug. 07     6:01 a.m.    6:55 p.m. 
Aug. 14           6:03 a.m.    6:50 p.m.
Aug. 21           6:04 a.m.    6:45 p.m.
Aug. 28           6:06 a.m.    6:40 p.m.
Moon Phases table with the respective 
rising and setting times.
Moon Phases 
 Moon Rise   Moon Set 
Last Quarter
Aug. 06 11:23 p.m.* 12:21 p.m.
New Moon
Aug. 14        6:09 a.m. 6:20 p.m.
First Quarter
Aug. 22 12:41 p.m. 12:16 a.m.**
Full Moon
Aug. 29   6:50 p.m.     6:02 a.m.
*Previous day
**Following day

Once again, the sky map is different 
from that usually presented. To make the 
map more informative, the constellations 
are presented with their three-letter abbre-
viations, rather than their full Latin names 
to make room for more stars. The Latin 
names are shown in the edges around the 
edges. The smaller constellations names 
have been omitted, again to give more 
room for displaying fainter, but still vis-
ible, stars. Stars as faint as magnitude six 
are shown. This is done to take advantage 
of the truly dark skies we are blessed with. 

off from help due to steady rains that led to 
flooding, cutting off road access to any out-
side assistance.” 

Rolston pointed out what he considers a 
lack of trust of many Hawai‘i residents to-
ward outside entities. “Most communities 
are wise enough to let each newcomer know, 
especially in tight-knit communities (such as 
those that comprise the Island of Moloka‘i, 
Island of Lana‘i, the areas of Puna and Ka‘ū, 
as well as many others) that they have heard 

all the promises before. Rightfully, they are 
suspicious as they have years of experience 
with failed promises from outsiders and even 
the HECO companies themselves.” 

Rolston also said, “There is significant 
lack of transparency with this transaction 
in terms of ‘what, how, when things will be 
done.’ Further, the ratepayer is not guaran-
teed any cost reductions. Therefore, if the 
commission decides to approve the merger, 
it must include ... conditions to protect the 

NextEra Merger, cont. from pg. 11

NextEra Merger, pg. 13



The Ka‘ü Calendar Page 13August, 2015www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Numerous health bills are now the law 
with their recent signing by Gov. David Ige.

HB 589 (Act 211) establishes a state 
stroke data registry and requires hospitals to 
report stroke patient data. Through this regis-
try, the state’s acute stroke hospitals will col-
lect a uniform data set based on their stroke 
patients and will submit the date to the state 
Department of Health. The data will help 
identify weaknesses in the state’s stroke care 
system and work to improve the system’s re-
sponse to and quality care of stroke patients. 

HB 467 (Act 212) requires birthing facil-
ities to screen newborns for critical congeni-
tal heart defects using pulse oximetry prior 
to discharging infants from the hospital or 
birthing center. Pulse oximetry, or pulse ox, 
is a simple, non-invasive, inexpensive test in 
which sensors are placed on the infant’s hand 
or foot to check blood oxygen levels. The test 
takes a few minutes, costs under $5 and can 
identify infants with this defect before symp-
toms develop. Hawai‘i is the 42nd state to 
require this testing.

HB 174 (Act 213) requires insurance 
coverage of orthodontic treatment for orofa-
cial anomalies (cleft palate surgeries). Also 
known as Anya’s Law, medical insurance 
benefits of up to $5,500 will be required for 
orthodontic services for individuals under 
age 26 who are born with orofacial anoma-
lies, most commonly a cleft lip and palate. 

HB 10 (Act 214) authorizes state De-
partment of Education employees to volun-
teer to be trained to administer and oversee 
administration of insulin, glucagon or other 
medication and assist with blood glucose 
testing if needed. This will improve the abil-
ity of diabetic students to manage their diabe-
tes in school and at school-related activities.

KEEPING HEALTHY IN KA‘Ū
Volume 13, Number 8 August, 2015A Journal of Good Health, Food and Fitness

GUIDE TO KA‘Ü CHURCHES
VOLCANO
• New Hope Christian Fellowship ................................................... 967-7129
• Volcano Assembly of God ..............................................................967-8191
PÄHALA
• River of Life Assembly of God .................................................. 928-0608
• Holy Rosary .....................................................................................928-8208
• Pähala Bible Baptist Mission ....................................................928-8240
• Pähala Hongwanji .......................................................................... 928-8254
• Wood Valley Tibetan Buddhist Temple & Retreat ................928-8539
NÄ‘ÄLEHU
• Assembly of God ............................................................................ 929-7278
• Iglesia Ni Cristo ................................................................................929-9173
• Jehovah’s Witnesses .....................................................................929-7602
• Kauaha‘ao Church ..........................................................................929-9997
• Latter Day Saints .......................................................................... 929-7123
• Light House Baptist.....................................................................939-8536
• Nä‘älehu Hongwanji Buddhist Temple -  
95-5693 Mamalahoa Hwy., Nä‘älehu, Hi 96772

• Sacred Heart....................................................................................929-7474
• United Methodist .......................................................................... 929-9949
• Christian Church Thy Word Ministry   ........................................936-9114 

Nä‘ähelu Hongwanji, Sundays 10 a.m.
OCEAN VIEW
• Kahuku UCC .....................................................................................929-8630
• Ocean View Baptist Church ........................................................430-8268 

Worship Service: Sunday, 1 p.m. Ocean View Community Center. All 
are welcome! 

• OV Evangelical Community Church ...........................................939-9089
• St. Judes Episcopal .....................................................................939-7000
• Divine Faith Ministries 929-8570 (non-denominational) meets 
Ocean View Community Center 10 am Sundays, Children, Youth, Bible 
Study. Call for more information .

• Church of Christ......................................................................... 928-0027  
Back to the Bible! 9 am, Bible class studying Romans. Worship 10A.M. 
Expository lessons from N.T. Books

GREAT Primary Care for  
the Community! 

Our clinic cares for patients from keiki to kupuna. We      
offer preventive health services and chronic disease    
management. In addition, we provide some specialized    
services, including implantable birth control devices.  

For an appointment, call 932-4205. 
Paid for  by Ka’u Hospi ta l Rural  Heal th  Cl in ic  located at 1  Kamani Stree t  in Pahala .  

Ka′u Hospital 
Rural Health Clinic 

Ige Signs Good 
Samaritan Law

Gov. David Ige signed a bill last 
month that allows limited immunity for 
individuals who call 911 to prevent an 
alcohol or drug overdose from becom-
ing fatal. It allows individuals to come to 
the assistance of another without fear that 
calling 911 would result in their subse-
quent arrest. 

“This will law will encourage by-
standers who may otherwise hesitate to 
act. Overdose deaths are preventable, and 
this law will save lives,” Ige said.

Health Related Bills Become 
the Law with Gov’s Signature

Hawai‘i’s medical marijuana dispensa-
ries bill became law following Gov. David 
Ige’s signing of HB321 (Act 241a) in July. 
The law establishes a licensing system for the 
dispensaries.

“I support the establishment of dispen-
saries to ensure that qualified patients can le-
gally and safely access medical marijuana,” 
Ige said. “We know that our challenge going 
forward will be to adopt rules that are fair, 

cost effective and easy to monitor. The bill 
sets a timeline. We will make a good faith ef-
fort to create a fair process that will help the 
people most in need.” 

The law also prohibits counties from 
enacting zoning regulations that discrimi-
nate against licensed dispensaries and pro-
duction centers; allows the legal transport of 
medical marijuana in any public place, un-
der certain conditions by qualified patients, 
primary caregivers or owners/employees of 
medical marijuana production centers and 
dispensaries.

Medical Marijuana Dispensaries to Open

Increased access to telemedicine for 
Medicare patients is the goal of new legisla-
tion Sen. Mazie Hirono is fighting for. The 
bipartisan Telemedicine for Medicare Act 

is a bill that would allow Medicare patients 
to seek care from Medicare doctors across 
state lines through telemedicine services.

“As our country confronts a looming 
physician shortage, those of us in Hawai‘i 
are already feeling the pain of a lack of 
access to medical care in rural and under-
served communities,” Hirono said. 

 “Hawai‘i residents often are forced 
to drive for hours to see their physician or 
spend thousands of dollars to fly to O‘ahu 
and the mainland to seek care from a spe-
cialist. For seniors, these long travel times 
are difficult and even impossible. The 
TELE-MED Act will help to eliminate the 
financial and physical stress of seeking 
quality medical care by allowing seniors ac-
cess to Medicare-participating physicians 
from the convenience of their home or local 
doctor’s office.” 

The TELE-MED Act is supported by 
the Health IT Now Coalition, the Healthcare 
Leadership Council, the U.S. Chamber, Ve-
rizon and the Parkinson’s Action Network.

Hirono Supports Telemedicine

public interest.” 
Tawhiri Power, which generates electric-

ity with windmills at South Point and sells it 
to Hawai‘i Electric Light Co., is concerned 
that the merger as currently formulated may 
severely impact its interests. “The application 
... does not contain any provisions or com-
mitments that the applicants will ensure ad-
equate protection of current long-term power 
purchase agreements with independent pow-
er producers, said Steve Pace, president of 
Apollo Energy Corp., the managing member 
of Tawhiri, which has a PPA that expires in 
2027. “Without such mechanisms, indepen-
dent renewable energy producers like Tawhi-
ri must consider the possibility of losing its 
PPA subsequent to the Change of Control of 

the Hawaiian Electric Companies. Addition-
ally, the proposed Change of Control has no 
assurances that Tawhiri will not risk incur-
ring substantial loss of revenues because of 
increasing curtailment of energy deliveries 
to the utilities because of either significant 
load migration or uncontrolled growth of 
affiliates. 

“The application for the proposed 
Change of Control does not present any 
means for preventing continued shrinkage 
of HECO Companies loads, specifically the 
load of Hawai‘i Electric Light Company, Inc. 
This is a very serious problem that exists to-
day. Even worse, the Application seems to 
be endorsing the HECO Companies’ plans to 
triple investments in Distributed Energy Re-

NextEra Merger, cont. from pg. 12
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KA PEPA VOLCANO

ACCEPTABLE MATERIAL: Used motor oil, gear oil, shock oil, hydraulic 
oil, transmission oil and diesel.

UNACCEPTABLE MATERIALS: Gasoline, water, brake fluid, solvents, 
thinners, paints, antifreeze, anything mixed with oil.
Do not use BLEACH, ANTIFREEZE or PESTICIDE 
containers !

*Unacceptable materials may be disposed of at 
County of Hawai‘i Household Hazardous Waste 
collections. 

Big Island Toyota (Hilo) 
811 Kanoelehua (opposite Bankoh on Hwy.11) 969-3112 
Mon – Fri, 8 AM – 4 PM, Sat 8 AM – 4 PM (Closed Sundays)

Pacific Customs, LLC 
16-180 Mikahala Pl. #B8, Shipman Industrial Park, Kea‘au 
989-3437 • Mon – Fri, 8 AM – 4 PM

South Point U-Cart 
Prince Kuhio St., Ocean View  
929-9666 • Mon – Fri, 7:30 AM – 5 PM
Sat 7:30 AM – 12 PM

For more information,  
visit

www.recyclehawaii.org

h Gallery Exhibit   g
Avi Kiriaty exhibit “Kumu Pele” through 8/23

Pacific Island Print Makers “Enduring Wiliwili” opens 8/29
Aloha Fridays on the Porch 11am-1pm

Hula Arts August 15
Nā Mea Hula & Hula Kahiko with Kumu Ab Valencia and 

Hālau Hula Kalehuaki‘eki‘eika‘iu   
 Niaulani Campus

Oil Painting with Vicki Penny-Rohner        August 1 & 2
Mushroom Cultivation                        August 8

 Film “Exit Through the Gift Shop”       August 13                
Zentangle®: Alice in Wonderland         August 15
Jazz in the Forest                                August 29

 
Call 967-8222 or visit: www.VolcanoArtCenter.org

August
Events

This month we will be working at the Kahuku unit of 
Hawai`i Volcanoes National Park. We will be removing 
invasive plants in a kipuka of native Ohia forest with a 
nice mix of other native trees and understory. Access 
and work at this site will be strenuous.  Pre-registration is 
required. To register, please contact forest@fhvnp.org or 
call Patty Kupchak at (808) 352-1402 by Monday evening 
August 10, 2015.

WWW.FHVNP.ORG  •  985-7373

Friends oF Hawai’i Volcanoes national Park

FOREST RESTORATION 
PROJECT IN KAHUKU

FRIDAY. AUGUST 14 • 9am -3pm

Dr. Jim Kauahikaua recently received 
a Citation for Meritorious Service, the sec-
ond highest U.S. Department of the Interior 
honor award that can be granted to a career 
employee. The award is in recognition of his 
scientific contributions in the field of volca-
no hazards for U.S. Geological Survey and 
his leadership of USGS’s Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory. 

Known to many on the Island of Hawai‘i 
as Dr. Jim, Kauahikaua was, for many resi-
dents, the patient, calm, and steady face of 

Dr. Jim Kauahikaua, accompanied by his wife 
Jeri Gertz, received his award in Washington, 
DC.  Photo from USGS

HVO during last fall’s threatening lava flow 
in lower Puna, HVO personnel wrote in an 
issue of Volcano Watch. 

This was acknowledged in the citation, 
which states that “his expertise is potentially 
lifesaving for residents on Hawai‘i Island” 
and that his leadership has proven invalu-
able during responses to natural hazards. 

The citation further commends Kaua-
hikaua for his work strengthening relations 
between HVO and other Federal, State, and 
County agencies, which has improved in-

After Dark in the Park celebrates af-
ter dark in the park during a program this 
month. Hawai‘i Island artist and interpretive 
guide Kent Olsen presents Kīlauea’s Night 
Skies: An Artist’s Perspective on Tuesday, 
Aug. 11 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Kīlauea 
Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i Vol-
canoes National Park.

Drawing on insights and perspec-
tives developed through years of work in 
the medical imaging design field, as an 
interpretive guide at Mauna Kea Observa-
tories and as a certified commercial guide 
at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, Olsen 
presents the night skies over Kīlauea in a 

way that is sure to provide a new perspec-
tive and may just change the way attendees 
see everything. Utilizing the current lava 
lake within Halema‘uma‘u Crater as a point 
of reference, attendees journey from the 
depths of the quantum realm to the edge of 
the cosmos.

“Olsen boldly attempts to describe 
the natural world in a way that makes the 
scale of the seemingly infinite something 
you just might be able to wrap your head 
around,” said park Public Affairs Specialist 
Jessica Ferracane. She reminds visitors that 
the park is open all night for stargazing and 
lava-glow viewing.

After Dark: Kīlauea’s Night Skies

teragency coordina-
tion during periods 
of elevated volcano 
and earthquake ac-
tivity… . 

When lava flows 
inundated the Ka-
lapana community in 
1990, he became in-
terested in lava flow 
dynamics and miti-
gating volcanic haz-
ards in Hawai`i. He 
has since developed 
tools for lava flow 
hazards assessment and methods for quanti-
fying lava flow emplacement that have been 
utilized during Kilauea Volcano’s ongoing 
East Rift Zone eruption, in-
cluding the recent advance 
of lava toward Pahoa. 

In October 2004, 
Kauahikaua was named 
HVO’s 19th Scientist-
in-Charge – the first of 
Hawaiian ancestry. The 
Meritorious Service 
Award citation notes that, 
as Scientist-in-Charge, 

Kauahikaua “guid-
ed HVO through 
significant changes 
in monitoring and 
communication tech-
nologies, volcanic 
and earthquake ac-
tivity, staff reorgani-
zation and makeup, 
and scientific and 
public outreach ac-
tivities, leaving HVO 
well-prepared to 
tackle 21st Century 
challenges.” 

After serving as HVO’s Scientist-in-
Charge for more than 10 years – one of the 

HVO's Kauahikaua Recognized for Meritorius Service
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ENERGY & SUSTAINABILITY IN KA‘Ú

COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTERS
GOT CABLE? Why Settle! The Satellite Guy offers 
dish network anywhere on the Big Island. More 
channels, more choices, less money. Available where 
cable is not. The Satellite Guy. 929-9103.

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, 
Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work, 
New and remodel.

Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-
9222

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and 
Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob 
Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

SERVICES AVAILABLE
House/Pet Sitter available for days, weeks or months 
in the Kau district. I respect and appreciate caring for 
your sacred space and beloved pets. Call/text Robin @ 
808.741.6730

Pōhue Bay House, cont. from pg. 1 quick response: 
Saydi Llanes: “Sick I tell you, just sick.” 
Gennifer Medeiros Shibuya: “Ugh. This just 

makes me sick. They’re sick! No build!” 
Lora Olson: “What about beach access?” 
Lisa Edwards: “Bad move. Very bad, bad, 

bad decision.” 
Larry Cush: “The owner should work with 

the state and/or national parks or a land 
trust to save this unique and irreplace-
able property. The petroglyph site, aqua-
lin ponds and undeveloped site make this 
area a gem worthy of National Monument 
status. The owner is in a position to do the 

right thing for Hawai‘i.” 
Kapono Lena Hayden: “No build!” 
Cherub Akin: “I hope they will share their 

road with beach goers. It sure would be 
nice to have a white sand beach in Ka‘ū.” 

Kallie Barnes: “The very rare and endan-
gered Hawksbill Turtle nests here! Un-
doubtedly the lights from a structure 
would interfere with this! It would be very 
sad to see this area developed; it’s an ab-
solute gem.” 

Rena Higgins: “What about the turtles? Will 
this affect them?” 

County Council authorized the Director of 
Finance to enter into negotiations to acquire 
all, a portion of, or a conservation easement 
for the 16,000 acres around Pōhue Bay. 

Shoreline setback policy is a topic being 
given more attention by Ka‘ū Community 
Development Plan’s Steering Committee. In 
its draft form, the CDP says, “Site-specific 

shoreline setbacks shall be es-
tablished at the earliest stages 
of the land use planning and 
development process either 
1) at 1,320 feet (1/4-mile) or 
2) as far as practicable from 
the shoreline using a science-
based assessment and in con-
sideration of the physical 
limitations of the property.” 
Options being considered 
are to eliminate this policy 
entirely; remove the ¼-mile 
setback requirement; remove 
“1,320 feet (1/4-mile)” and 
replace with “a distance to be 
determined with community 
input;” or reconsider com-
prehensively all sections per-

taining to coastal development to determine 
how best to achieve the related community 
objectives. 

The Ka‘ū Calendar’s report on the house 
planned for Pōhue Bay on  kaunewsbriefs.
blogspot.com and its Facebook page drew 

limit developable area to 5,000 square feet. 
Design will include independent electricity, 
water and wastewater system. 

Kapali said the home site will be within 
an area of less than five acres and near the 
shoreline of the parcel that contains 16,500 
acres. Previous plans for the property in-
cluded a hotel, con-
dominiums and a golf 
course in a develop-
ment called Kahuku 
Village. 

In March 2014, 
owners’ representa-
tive Michael Reyes 
told The Ka‘ū Calen-
dar, “While we have 
not taken any affir-
mative steps to move 
this (development) 
forward, we have not 
officially withdrawn 
the application, ei-
ther. There are also no 
pending discussions 
with any federal or local government agency 
regarding the disposition of the property at 
this time. So basically, we are in a holding 
pattern and are treating the asset as a longer-
term investment.” 

Also in March 2014, Hawai‘i County 
Planning Department announced that the 

The Palmer Residence would be in 
State Land Use Conservation District. 
Map from PBR Hawai‘i letter to Rep. 
Richard Creagan

No stewardship grants were approved 
by the County Council’s Finance Commit-
tee last month though more than $1.1 million 
funded by .25 percent of property taxes sits 
in a county fund. It is earmarked for nonprof-
its that help the county care for lands bought 
with Open Space funds generated from two 
percent of property taxes.

In Ka‘ū, a partnership with the county 
exists with the nonprofit group Ka ‘Ohana 
O Honu‘apo. However, the Honu‘apo land 
around Whittington Beach Park was pur-
chased before two percent funding became 
available, making the organization ineligible 
to use the .25 percent stewardship funds at 
Honu‘apo. The Ka ‘Ohana organization has 
a crew of volunteers and raises money on its 
own, receiving grants and donations from 
other sources. 

At Kāwā, Ka ‘Ohana has a project to cut 
back invasive plants. Another organization, 
Na Mamo O Kāwā, led by Kai McGuire and 
Kaui Felder, has been helping to clean the ac-
cess and other areas used by surfers and other 
community members and is still working on 
its formal organization as a 501C3. 

Uhane Pohaku Na Moku O Hawai‘i, 
which is a registered nonprofit with its found-
ers living in Pāhala, applied to help steward 
Kāwā. However, the Finance Committee de-
clined to recommend funding for any project 
around the island including two in Waipi‘o 
and two in Kohala. 

Council member Maile Medeiros David 
said that a process is needed to better handle 
the proposals and that perhaps the groups ap-
plying for stewardship will be able to reapply.

Land Stewardship Grants Up in the Air

sources without any sound planning or con-
sideration of the commission’s inclinations. 

NextEra Merger, cont. from pg. 13 Without sound planning and consideration of 
the Commission’s inclinations, DERs will si-
phon away customer loads from utility-scale 
renewables which will result in a negative 
impact to Tawhiri.”

You Don’t Have to Fly 
Away to Get Away!

pahalaplantationcottages.com



Kauahikaua, cont. from pg. 14 beloved and talented organization within 
the Hawai‘i Island community, and I give 
Jim much credit for that,” she said. 

In response to the award bestowed 
upon him, Kauahikaua said, “HVO couldn’t 
have accomplished so much these past 10 
years without the support of the entire HVO 
staff, a team of highly dedicated individu-
als. Together, we have accomplished some 
amazing things, and now, with Tina’s lead-
ership, we will do even more.” 

“Congratulations, Dr. Jim! The DOI 
Meritorious Service Award is well-deserved 
recognition for your years of service to the 
USGS and HVO.”

longest terms in the observatory’s history 
– Kauahikaua rotated back to his former 
position as an HVO research geophysicist 
in March 2015. He is now happily focused 
on scientific investigations that had to be 
put on hold during the past decade, when 
his time and attention were effectively con-
sumed by administrative and managerial 
responsibilities. 

Tina Neal, who succeeds Kauahikaua 
as Scientist-in-Charge, notes the extremely 
high regard that HVO holds in the global 
science community, both in terms of scien-
tific accomplishment and public service. “It 
is an honor to inherit leadership of such a 

This unique opportunity through private property offers breathtaking 
landscapes & panoramic views of the Ka‘ū coastline and the Volcano National 
Park. Run through macadamia & coffee fields, eucalyptus & ohia tree forests, 
and cattle-grazing pastures. Prepare yourself to negotiate various terrains 
from easy, to moderate, then challenging upgrades to the summit at 3100 ft 
elevation.

Join us for a run through the idyllic country hillsides above Pāhala.

All proceeds remain in Ka‘ū to support service projects for our keiki & kupuna, 
schools, community groups, and organizations who look to us for assistance.

On-line registration only at 
www.race360.com/21357

The Southernmost Coffee 
Trail Run in the USA

Staggered gun starts beginning at 7:00am.  All races begin and finish at 
Ka‘ū Coffee Mill at 96-2694 Wood Valley Road, Pāhala, Hawai‘i.

Race Lengths:
• 5k- easy family-friendly run/walk through macadamia nut orchards and 

coffee fields. 
• 10k- follows 5k course then moderately challenging grade to higher 

elevations through eucalyptus tree forest. 
• 1/2 marathon-follows the 10K course then shifts into high gear & 

intensity to highest elevation at 3100 ft 

Visit www.okaukakou.org for updated 
information & course photos. 
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Sponsored by:

Dr. Jim Kauahikaua in 1996 with a dome fountain from a skylight. 
Photo by Carl Thornber, USGS


