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VOTE AUGUST 11

Kahuna-Ford Race Heats up for West Kaʻū Senate Seat

Whiting Takes on Richard Onishi

Kapela & Leslie Challenge Creagan
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The hot state Senate race for District 
3, from Honuʻapo through west Kaʻū and 
up to Kohala, brought two of the can-
didates to Decision 2018, sponsored by 
Hawaiʻi County Democrats and Nā Leo 
TV. The televised forum illustrated goals 
and views of the two Democrats. Watch 
it at naleo.tv/vod, with moderator Stacy 
Higa.

Brenda Ford, who served eight years 
as District 6 County Council member, 

from Volcano, Kaʻū into Kona, said she 
is an excellent researcher, leading to the 
best ideas. She said she is persistent in 
achieving goals and bringing projects to 
fruition, “to get things done.” She said she 
is a protector of people, and has extensive 
leadership ability. She is a former union 
steward and helped with many improve-
ment projects when serving on the Coun-
cil. Ford said an important achievement 
was going to the state Supreme Court 

during her third council term to ensure 
voting districts are not gerrymandered. 
Hawaiʻi County became the only coun-
ty where redistricting is codified.

Current Kona County Council 
member for District 7, Dru Kanuha, 
said he is a good collaborator, who 
works “together, to get things done.” 
He noted his upbringing in Kona. He 
professed his ability to work with his 

Kanuha-Ford, cont. on pg. 5
Dru KanuhaBrenda Ford

The regular seismic shaking of Volcano Village, the continued caving in of 
Halemaʻumaʻu Crater and the record-breaking volume of lava flowing in a river through 
lower Puna - taking out farms, neighborhoods, and recreation areas along the coast - could 
go on for months or years, U.S. Geological Survey Hawaiian Volcano Observatory told the 
public and Hawaiʻi County Civil Defense in July.

Community meetings held in Volcano and Pāhala focused on local risks, such as a 
stretch of Hwy 11 near Volcano Golf Course failing under seismic stress and an unlikely, 
but deadly pyroclastic surge from Kīlauea’s summit with exploding lava that could take 
out homes in Volcano Village. In the meantime, the main facilities of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park remain closed for the longest period in their history, dealing a heavy blow 
to the area’s economy, largely based on the park being one of the most visited places in 
the Hawaiian Islands. Eruption, cont. on pg. 11

VOTE, cont. on pg. 17

Kapela-Leslie-Creagan, cont. on pg. 17

Whiting-Onishi, cont. on pg. 3

Abbett-David-Kawano, cont. on pg. 17

Abbett and Kawano Vie for Maile David's Council Seat

An increase in the lava volume in lower Puna appers to follow near-daily 5.1M or larger 
seismic events at Halemaʻumaʻu. Risks include breaching and overflow of lava riverbanks. 
Scientists say the eruption could continue for years.  USGS photo

Constant Flow, Constant Summit Shaking

Incumbent Rep. Richard Onishi faces 
challenger Raina Whiting on Saturday, Aug. 
11, in the primary election. The two Demo-
crats are running to serve the state House of 
Representatives District 6, from South Hilo 
through Volcano, Pāhala, and Punaluʻu to 
Honuʻapo.

Both say they are committed to agricul-
ture. Onishi served as Deputy Chair of the 
House Committee on Agriculture and was 
named Hawaiʻi Farm Bureau Legislator of 

the Year. Whiting is the President of the Kaʻū 
chapter of Hawaiʻi Farmers Union United 
and lives on an operating vegetable farm just 
above Pāhala.

Onishi is Chair of the House Committee 
on Tourism. He is endorsed by Hawaiʻi Island 
Contractor’s Association, Hawaiʻi Farmers 
and Ranchers United, University of Hawaiʻi 
Professional Assembly, Hawaiʻi Govern-
ment Employees Association, Hawaiʻi State 

Rep. Richard Creagan, the physician 
who has held the state office representing 
west Kaʻū into Kona since 2014, faces two 
District 5 challengers in the Democratic Pri-
mary on Saturday, Aug. 11: Miss Hawaiʻi 
2015 Jeanné Kapela, and Gene Bucky Leslie.

Creagan lives on a farm in Kaʻū. He 
served in the Peace Corps on Molokaʻi and 

in the Marshall Islands. He has worked as 
an emergency doctor at Kona Community 
Clinic Hospital where he served as vice chief 
of staff. He worked as a Hawaiʻi Department 
of Health bioterrorism epidemiologic inves-
tigator and helped found Hualalai Urgent 
Care.

Walk in registration and early voting 
are available through Thursday, Aug. 
9, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., except on 
weekends. The location in Ka‘ū is 
Pāhala Community Center, at 96-
1149 Kamani Street. Voters can also 
walk in at other locations around the 
island. Registered voters can cast 
their ballots by mail. See elections.hawaii.
gov/voters/early-voting.

Election Day is Saturday, Aug. 11, with 
the local polls open in precincts from Vol-
cano through Ka‘ū to Miloli‘i. Voting hours 

are from from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The polling places are: Cooper 

Center, 19-430 Wright Road in Vol-
cano; Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elemen-
tary, 96-3150 Pikake Street; Nā‘ālehu 
Elementary School, 95-5545 Ma-
malahoa Hwy; Ocean View Commu-
nity Center, 15-3022 Kauhale Street; 

and Miloli‘i Halau Pavillion, off Hwy 11 in 
the Village of Miloli‘i.

Up for decision making in the Primary 
Election Aug. 11 are candidates for the gov-

Three County Council candidates are 
signed up for the Primary Election on Satur-
day Aug. 11, desiring to represent the largest 
geographical area on the island - District 6. It 
includes Volcano through Kaʻū, and all three 
vow to care about environment and culture. 
The Non-Partisan race ends with the Primary, 
unless there is a run-off.

Incumbent Maile David has held the of-
fice for almost four years, following a parale-
gal career in which she worked on preserving 
historic sites and open space.

During her council tenure, she has trav-

eled the district often, and advocated an “open 
door policy” between council members and 
their constituents. She said she is able to 
nurture relationships between communities, 
county, state, and federal government.

She has supported cultural exchange 
events, including a sister city relationship be-
tween Pāhala and the place in the Philippines 
that sent many sugar workers to immigrate 
here years ago.

She lists as some of her nuts and bolts 
accomplishments, the preservation of the 
Makahiki lands makai of Hwy 11 near 

Nāʻālehu, the new Nāʻālehu and Pāhala Play-
grounds, coordination of the new Hawaiian 
Ocean View Estates Transfer Station, com-
pletion of Volcano transfer Station, and help-
ing to ensure availability of water in Ocean 
View during well repairs.

Repairs to Cooper Center, with a roof 
and new water tank; support for Summer Fun 
at Kahuku, Nāʻālehu and Pāhala; a new digi-
tal scoreboard at Nāʻālehu Park; and support 
for the Hawaiian Ranchos Community oppo-
sition to industrial solar installation are other 
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HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, 
doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich 
Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty 
Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-
8112, 936-8623.

FEMA Disaster Unemployment Assistance Deadline 
May Be Extended due to Continuing Volcanic Activity

GE Tax Increases for Public Transportation, Funds Shortfalls
Hawaiʻi Island’s General Excise Tax 

will increase to 4.25 percent on Jan. 1. 
The County Council voted 7-2 in late June 
to add a surcharge of .25 percent onto the 
statewide 4 percent GE. According to the 
county administration, the extra tax money 
will fund an improved public transportation 
system in Hawaiʻi County, generating $20 
million a year until it expires at the end of 
2020.

Council member Maile David, who 
had called for a public hearing on the mat-
ter, voted for the .25 percent tax hike, say-
ing the county needs more income, given a 

$5 million budget shortfall. She said that she 
would have voted for a heftier surcharge - .5 
percent - to help underserved communities, 
but with the volcanic disaster, .25 percent 
would put less of a burden on locals.

Council member Dru Kanuha, who 
is running for the state Senate to represent 
west Kaʻū, voted against any tax hike, say-
ing he worried about oversight, how the 
money would be managed.

Former County Council member Bren-
da Ford, who is running for state Senate 
against Kanuha, sent a message to the coun-
cil opposing the tax hike, saying financial, 

physical, and emotional stress was already 
high for residents, and “increasing that 
stress with additional taxes” – a tax she calls 
regressive – will hit “the poorest people the 
hardest. Have some mercy for our people.” 

Mayor Harry Kim spoke in favor of 
the hike, saying the .25 percent surcharge 
will help the county maintain and increase 
services in the wake of the volcanic disas-
ter that has destroyed at least 668 homes 
(now more than 700) and many farms. He 
said that without the tax increase, many 
services will have to be cut back. He said 
he wants to help homeless people, and he 

CLASSIFIED

Disaster Unemployment Assistance is 
available to those without unemployment 
insurance who lost jobs due to the volcanic 
activity. The initial deadline for filing was 
July 23. However, a new deadline could 
be set for future claims, as the disaster 
continues.

According to labor.hawaii.gov, those 
who qualify are: “individuals who were liv-
ing or working in the affected area at the 
time of the major disaster and unemployed 

as a direct result of the major disaster and 
do not qualify for regular unemployment 
insurance. The state Department of Labor 
& Industrial Relations states that the major 
disaster declaration - FEMA-DR-4366 - by 
President Donald Trump on May 11 in-
cludes Disaster Unemployment Assistance 
for Hawaiʻi County.

Benefits are available to cover May 6 
through Nov. 10, “as long as the individual’s 
unemployment continues to be a result of 

the disaster.” Regular unemployment insur-
ance and DUA benefits cannot be paid for 
the same time period.

Contact the Hilo Claims Office at 974-
4086, visit the Disaster Recovery Center at 
Keaʻau School Gym, or go to labor.hawaii.
gov/ui/assistance-programs. Re-employment 
services may be obtained at the nearest One-
Stop Center: American Job Center Hawaiʻi-
Hilo, 427 Kilauea Avenue Hilo, HI 96720, 
935-6527.

addressed the loss to business in Volcano, 
where the economy is dependent on visitors 
to Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Most 
of the park remains shut down, and Volcano 
Village businesses have suffered up to 50, 
80, and 90 percent losses in income, he said. 
The mayor also addressed criticism that hik-
ing the taxes would hurt the poor more than 
others. He said that people with money pay 
much more in taxes than poor people and 
that much of the money collected is directed 
at programs for the poor.

American Federation of Labor – Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, State of Hawaiʻi 

Organization of Po-
lice Officers, Hawaiʻi 
Carpenters and Joiners 
Union 745, Laborers 
Union International of 
North America Local 
368, Hawaiʻi Build-
ing and Construction 
Trades Council, Inter-
national Brotherhood 

of Electrical Workers 1186, Hawaiʻi State 
Teachers Association, Hawaiʻi Fire Fighters 
Association, Plumbers and Fitters Local 675, 
Hawaiʻi Association of Realtors, General 
Contractors Association of Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi 
Planned Parenthood Action Network, and 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce.

Whiting is a kindergarten teacher at 
Nāʻālehu Elementary School. She is endorsed 
by Hawaiʻi Teachers for Change, Volcano 
Community Action Network, Sierra Club, 

Whiting-Onishi, cont. from pg. 1 Justice, Conscious Coffee House, Our Revo-
lution Hawaiʻi, Puna Neighborhood Watch, 
ADA, and Healthcare for All Hawaiʻi.

Her campaign Facebook page states that 
“She is a member of your community,” and 
lists her goals as ethical and honest govern-
ment, sustainable agriculture, renewable en-
ergy, local and organic food production, zero 
waste and recycling, social support for keiki 
and kūpuna, educational opportunities for all, 
respecting Hawaiian values, affordable hous-

Rep. Richard Onishi

Raina Whiting, left, during the Nāʻālehu July 
4 Parade.  Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Whiting-Onishi, cont. on pg. 4
Pono Hawaiʻi Initiative, Hawaiʻi Island Pro-
gressives, Living Wage Hawaiʻi, Women for 
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ENERGY & SUSTAINABILITY IN KA‘U
Lava Causes DLNR to Withdraw Legacy Land Funding

Whiting-Onishi, cont. from pg. 3

Legacy Land Funding from the state Department of 
Land & Natural Resources, which has preserved thousands 
of acres in Kaʻū, has been withdrawn from the purchase of 
more than 300 acres along the Waiʻopae coastline, near 
Vacationland and Kapoho in lower Puna.

The land is adjacent to reefs, tidepools, and ponds, 
recently claimed and covered by Madame Pele. The $1.33 
million in matching funding would have preserved low-
land native forests, anchialine pools, and the coast next 
to flourishing marine life. DLNR officially cancelled the 
funding last Friday, noting that lava filled tidepools, reef, 
and ocean waters that formerly made up the Waiʻopae 
State Marine Life Conservation District.

In a statement, DLNR said, “The resource values out-
lined in the County’s grant application cited the property’s 
mix of rare native lowland forests, anchialine pools, and 
the pools and forests that filter water from agricultural ar-

beginning with the purchase of Kāwā in Kaʻū, in 2008.

Madame Pele taking anchialine pools, tidepools, land, and 
reefs, which led to the state withdrawing funding for preserva-
tion there.  Photo from DLNR

eas and residential areas before it reaches the ocean and 
the bordering Marine Life Conservation District. These 
resource values are now gone.”

Legacy Land Commission Chair Theresa Menard 
said, “I am saddened by the loss of this special place on 
the Puna coast, which was so beloved by the community. 
But, it no longer makes sense to move forward with the 
purchase given the dramatic changes in the public benefits 
we hoped to secure.”

Board of Land & Natural Resources Chair Suzanne 
Case sated, “The Legacy Land Conservation Program is 
an important and very popular tool to protect critical lands 
for their natural and cultural values. We must continue 
to be diligent in ensuring best use of this public money 
to conserve resources for everyone’s benefit.” More than 
4,000 acres of land on Hawaiʻi Island have been protected 
through the Legacy Land and Hawaiʻi County partnership, 

ing, and sustainable community development.
Her campaign states that her “opponent is funding his 

campaign with Monsanto, HELCO, Altria (tobacco com-
pany), and corporate lobbyists for development, insurance, 
and big AG. This is why we need Raina - she has community 
interests, not corporate interests.”

See Facebook and voteraina.com.
Onishi, who has held his seat since January of 2013, said 

he runs on his record, serving ten distinctly different commu-
nities from South Hilo to Punaluʻu. “I believe that there isn’t 
a single big problem facing all of these communities, but that 
each community has different problems that for them are the 

biggest. My job is to identify the issues and problems, and 
help find solutions.”

He recently joined a Pāhala community meeting on 
volcano threats, and talked about his support for improved 
air quality in Kaʻū Hospital and Kaʻū High and Elementary 
School.

He said he supports “leg-
islation to increase research 
and development of alternative 
energy programs, the research 
and development of sustainable 
agriculture, the development of 
small and entrepreneurial busi-
nesses, and programs for af-
fordable housing development 
and ownership.”

See friendsforrichardoni-
shi.com.
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colleagues from Kona to Hilo, and with 
the Mayor. He spoke of his ability to func-
tion as one island, one county, to complete 
projects “desperately needed for our com-
munity.’ He said building relationships and 
helping to grow as a community are his 
most important traits, to include working 
with all state legislators. He serves as the 
chair for the County Council’s Committee 
of Governmental Relations and Economic 
Development, and is President of Hawaiʻi 
State Association of Counties. Kanuha said 
he worked on keiki health and supported 
raising the tobacco age, making Hawaiʻi 
the first county in the state to raise the age 
to 21. That law is now statewide.

When asked to choose Senate commit-
tees they would most like to serve, Kanuha 
said he would like to chair health or educa-
tion. He vowed to work toward construc-
tion of a new hospital in Kona and for more 
telehealth medicine. He said both kupuna 
and the new generation need more access 
to health care.

Ford said she would like to be on a 
committee dedicated to health, to work for 

a new hospital in Kona, without leaning 
on taxpayer money. She said it should be a 
teaching hospital, and offer specialty medi-
cine to reduce emergency airlifts and travel 
to Honolulu for treatment by specialists. 
She said she is working to bring in Univer-
sity of Washington’s Physicians Assistants 
Program to Hawaiʻi Island to train health 
care workers for Hawaiʻi and the entire Pa-
cific Basin. She said she would like to see 
more funding for the West Hawaiʻi keiki 
dental clinic, which she helped to fund as a 
County Council member.

When asked for the biggest issue in the 
district, Ford said health. She said there are 
too few doctors, and that Hawaiʻi Island 
needs a trauma center on island. She also 
said there should be more support for bat-
tered women.

Kanuha said constituents are calling 
for more access to healthcare, particularly 
specialists. He said there is too much travel 
to Honolulu. He mentioned his dad, air-
lifted to Honolulu for treatment for a heart 
attack. He said the growing community 
needs a new hospital.

When asked to identify the biggest is-
sue for the entire island, Kanuha said lack 
of locally grown food. He said he supports 
the Kona and Kaʻū coffee industries, but 
also the need for ample land to grow food 
for the people who live here. The commu-
nity can “take care of ourselves with more 

food sustainability,” less food importation.
Ford said she advocates for more lo-

cally grown food and a place to grow it.
She named her top islandwide issue as 

affordable housing. “We don't have enough 
apartments, or condos, or anything else 
for people to rent and/or buy.” She quoted 
prices in her South Kona neighborhood of 
“$1,000 a month for one room rented in 
somebody's home.” She said if develop-
ers can’t produce affordable housing, then 
the state and county will have to become 
involved. She also mentioned rent control, 
and that vacation rentals can displace af-
fordable housing.

When asked about the biggest issue 
facing the state, Ford said the operation 
of the state Department of Education. She 
pointed to the loss of teachers and the hir-
ing of unqualified teachers. She said more 
teachers are needed, with higher salaries. 
She mentioned DOE using county funds 
to “subsidize their transportation system” 
when families are unable to afford the bus 
fare and take the county HeleOn, which al-
lows students to ride for free.

Kanuha named affordable housing as 
the most critical state-
wide issue. “I have seen 
a lot of my friends... 
not being able to buy a 
place... So they moved to 
the mainland.” He said 
that the minimum wage 
fails to match up with af-
fordable housing. “This 
doesn’t make sense to 
me.”

When asked about 
homelessness, Kanuha 

called it a “Big Issue.” He said it is like 
housing. Roofs are needed over home-
less people’s heads, with microhousing or 
tiny homes; off the street, surrounded with 
social services. The communities, which 
don’t perceive the homeless numbers go-
ing down, need the tools to help solve the 
problem, he said.

Ford agreed and talked about small vil-
lages with a central community and social 
services. She said there is a need for spe-
cialized housing for those distressed men-
tally. She said that the eruption, which dis-
placed many people with homes, has also 
disrupted some activities towards helping 
the chronically homeless.

She talked about the present Kona hos-
pital, which she hopes to replace with a new 
hospital in a different location, which could 
be repurposed to help those with mental 
and physical issues who are homeless.

When asked about emergency pre-
paredness, Ford praised Civil Defense, 
and the Community Emergency Response 
Teams. As a County Council member, she 
helped fund CERT training through the 
Fire Department, leading to 32 CERT or-
ganizations throughout the county. “Every 
community should have CERT team in it,” 
she said. “Everybody needs to be trained; 
it’s a life skill.”

Kanuha said that Civil Defense and 

Kanuha-Ford, cont. from pg. 1

Kanuha-Ford, cont. on pg. 10

Stacy Higa moderats forum for state Senate candidates Dru 
Kanuha and Brenda Ford.  Photo from Nā Leo TV
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Commission Revokes Charter, Closes Kaʻū Learning Academy
The closure of Kaʻū Learning Acad-

emy leaves 93 students in grades 3 through 
7 and their families enrolling in public and 
other charter and home school programs 
for the school year beginning in August. 
The school’s charter was revoked by the 
State Public Charter School Commission 
July 9.

Former KLA board chair Doug Fla-
herty said governing board members de-
cided to refrain from appealing the Charter 
School commission's decision to revoke 
the charter. He said that former KLA Exec-
utive Director Josh DeWeerd is busy mak-
ing sure all students are placed in public, 
charter or home school programs. He said 
that the assets of KLA are being invento-
ried and will be distributed to other charter 
schools.

Flaherty said the commission encour-
aged the board to apply for a new charter, 
which could be possible in the future. He 
acknowledged that most students came 
from Ocean View where there is a great 
need for a school.

DeWeerd said, “We’re working on our 
options, with our Governing Board, to help 
every family and student here in Kaʻū. We 
won’t leave a rock unturned to try and help 
our kids.”

In April, DeWeerd became acting Ex-
ecutive Director for KLA; in June, he offi-
cially took over the position. DeWeerd said 
that, during a four-hour meeting with the 
Commission about the revocation, “they 

gave us as much time as needed to answer 
each and every question on the revocation, 
as well as any questions they had.”

KLA was issued a notice of possible 
revocation in late 2017, according to the 
commission, after an audit showed ac-
counting irregularities, which the school 
administration promised to repair. The 
commission stated the charter was revoked 

“due to mul-
tiple contract 
violations. A 
total of 22 vio-
lations, includ-
ing financial 
and operational 
irregularities, 
enrollment 
discrepancies, 
failure to prop-
erly maintain 
student and 
employee re-
cords, and the 

determination that the charter school’s 
purported governing board was improperly 
constituted and did not meet statutory legal 
requirements.

“Additionally, on June 21, the Com-
mission was informed by the Hawaiʻi 
Department of Education that after com-
pleting an investigation of possible test 
breaches at KLA, the 2017 assessment 
scores of all students tested at the school 
cannot be considered valid or trustworthy 
and will be invalidated.”

In late January, the com-
mission held a community 
meeting, where most resi-
dents supported the contin-
ued operation of the school. 
The commission shut down 
the meeting of vocal sup-
porters before most of the 
community and parents 
had a chance to speak. By the beginning 
of April, the KLA board had reorganized, 
with new officers and some new members.

DeWeerd said every effort was made 
by the administrators, board, teachers, and 
involved parents and community members 
to resolve any problems with “the best in-
terests of kids” in mind. “It's about the stu-

dents of Kaʻū, and the families of Kaʻū.” 
DeWeerd said that meeting with the com-
mission in Honolulu was “a great oppor-
tunity to talk about all the great things we 
accomplished during these three months. I 
was involved with all of those 22 issues – 
and those, we rectified or put policies into 
place, procedures into place.” He said ad-
ministrative action plans were enacted “to 
run a better school for our community, as 
well as reach our families on a much better 
level.”

As to why the revocation decision was 
made despite all their efforts, DeWeerd 
said the Commission “was actually thank-
ful – they were very excited that we were 
able to get as much done as we did. But I 
think it was a lot of stuff prior to myself 
coming here that went to the decision they 
had. I believe wholeheartedly that we fixed 
everything, but the decision they made su-
perseded that.”

The commission, said 
DeWeerd, stated it wasn’t 
enough to look forward; 
they also had to look back. 
DeWeerd said, “I understand 
where they’re coming from, 
but I’m saddened for our 
families here in Kaʻū.

“We really did work 
hard. We tried to do what 

was best for kids – that was our driving fac-
tor. Even though we completely changed 
the ship, and pointed that boat in the right 
direction, it still wasn’t enough.

“I will do whatever I can to try to help 
the students and families here in Kaʻū,” 
said DeWeerd, “in a positive way."

Endangered species tag and 
release programs at KLA.

Photo from KLA

Kaʻū Learning Academy lost its charter July 9. Students are being placed in other public and 
home schooling programs.   Photo from KLA 



The Ka‘ū Calendar www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Volume 16, Number 8 August 2018The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i

Page 7

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

KA‘U SPORTS REPORT

July, 2018

Bulls Win at Forty-First Annual Nāʻālehu Buckle Rodeo

Shake, Rattle, Compete at 
Volcano Rain Forest Runs

The Forty-First Annual Independence 
Day Bucket Rodeo drew families, paniolo 
music, and lots of competition to the Kaʻū 
Roping & Riding Association arena in 
Nāʻālehu on July 7 and 8. Veteran rodeo 
announcer Al Cabral called the competi-
tion. In an unusual outcome, the bulls won 
the bull riding competition, as no paniolo 
could stay on board. Rodeo Queen Molly 
Akana of Ocean View reigned over the 
event, and folks prayed and praised at 
Cowboy Church on Sunday. Here are the 
results:

Open Dally - First Go first place team 
was comprised of Bronson Branco and Ka-
hiau Onaka, followed by Nolan Nobriga 
and Nicky Boy Rapoza, with third place 
going to Westin Joseph and Trisyn Kala- waia. The Second Go saw Kevin Hill and 

Bronson Branco in first, Macey Loando 
and Matthew Loando in second, and Dusty 
Miranda and Nicky Boy Rapoza in third. 
The overall winners were Macey Loando 
and Matthew Loando, followed by Nicky 
Boy Rapoza and Kelly Medeiros, Geno 
Glaser and Kevin Hill, and Westin Joseph 
and Trisyn Kalawaia.

Kane Wahine Dally - First Go first 
place team was comprised of Chelsey 
Fuerte and Ethan Awa, second was Makay-

la Awa and Ethan Awa, and third was 
Chelsey Fuerte and Lexis Andrade. Second 
Go first place team was Makayla Awa and 
Ethan Awa, followed by Kent Onaka and 
Hailey Onaka, and Kahiau Onaka and Hai-
ley Onaka. Overall winners were Makayla 
Awa and Ethan Awa, followed by Chelsey 
Fuerte and Lexis Andrade, Kent Onaka and 
Hailey Onaka, and Kahiau Onaka and Hai-
ley Onaka.

Century Roping - With ages of the 
team members adding up to 100 years or 

more, First Go winners were Gilbert Smith 
and Roger Kaiwi, followed by Audwin Ai-
wohi and Rodney Wilbur. Second Go win-
ners were Mike Smith and Bob Hamilton, 
followed by Gilbert Smith and Roger Kai-
wi. Overall winners were Gilbert Smith 
and Roger Kaiwi, followed by Bob Ham-
ilton and Mike Smith, and Danny Joseph 
and Bob Hamilton.

Breakaway 
- Nahe No-
briga took first, 
followed by 
Kalyssa Ham-
ilton, Nahea 
Brenneman, and 
Hailey Onaka.

Youth Dally 
- Lexis Andrade 
and Kalia Me-
deiros were the 
winners.

Poʻowaiʻu - 
First went to Bronson Branco, followed by 
Lexis Andrade, and Bill Delima, Sr.

Kane-Wahine Ribbon Mugging - First 
went to Makayla Awa and Bronson Branco, 
followed by Denicia Derason and Dustin A calf gets friendly with the paniolo during 

the Nāʻālehu rodeo on July 7 and 8. 
Photo by Richard Taylor

This year, the bulls won, as no rider could keep their seat at the 41st Annual Independence 
Day Buckle Rodeo.   Photo by Richard Taylor

Rodeo Queen Molly 
Akana of Ocean View.

Rodeo, cont. on pg. 9

The ninth annual Volcano Rain Forest 
Runs are Saturday, Aug. 18, in Volcano Vil-
lage. Says race director Sharon Pfaff: "Since 
the races are taking place on top of Kīlauea 
Volcano, currently in the midst of many 
changes, with a number of earthquakes hap-
pening daily here on the summit, you are in 
for an exciting and memorable time."

All races start and finish at Cooper 
Center on Wright Road. The Half Mara-
thon begins at 7 a.m. followed by the 5K at 
7:45 a.m., with the 10K at 8 a.m. Here is the 
schedule:
• Hilo – Packet Pick Up and Late Registra-

tion is Thursday August 16th at the Pal-
ace Theater in Hilo from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

• Volcano – Packet Pick Up and Late Reg-

istration is Friday August 17th at the 
Cooper Center from 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. 

• Cooper Center – Race morning -10K 
and 5K participants can register at Coo-
per Center from 5:30 - 6:30 a.m. There 
is no race day registration for the Half 
Marathon.

• Keiki ages 1-7 can register for the free 
100 or 200 yard dash on race morning 
until 9:30 a.m., or online. The Keiki runs 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. Everyone is a 
winner. Sponsored by Kīlauea Lodge.

• The Volcano Rotary Club will serve a 
BBQ Grill Lunch on race day for $10.

• Entertainment is for everyone with 
craft booths, food booths, music, Taiko 
Drums, and much, much more. 
Parking is limited within Volcano Vil-

lage. Participants and onlookers are asked 
to arrive early and carpool. Parking lots are 
at: Volcano Store and Thai Thai Restaurant. 
All parking lots are located on Old Volcano 
Road and within walking distance of Cooper 
Center.

Please check "Notice to Motorists" in-
formation and map for road closures Race 
morning on page 22.

Use caution throughout the village dur-
ing the race morning to ensure the safety of 

Racers, pumped up from the 2017 event. 
Photo from VRFR

Shake, Rattle, cont. on pg. 22
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KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH 
New Blended Learning Program for Kaʻū

A new blended learn-
ing program for grades 7-12 
begins this year, produced 
through a partnership be-
tween Kaʻū High and Pāhala 
Elementary School, and 
Ocean View Community As-
sociation, announces Princi-
pal Sharon Beck.

“At Kaʻū High and 
Pāhala Elementary School, 
we recognize that one size 
does not fill all! We strive to 
provide our youth with an array of opportunities that meet 
their needs and future stories. To meet that goal, we are 
preparing to offer a new program which includes: a formal 
education program that includes on-line delivery of con-
tent and instruction; student control over time and place; 

and part-time at a supervised 
brick-and-mortar location,” 
says Beck.

Students of the pro-
gram meet with a teacher 
twice a week - Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, from 7 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. - at Ocean View 
Community Center’s com-
puter lab. “As partners, we 
hope to provide individual-
ized educational opportuni-
ties for our community. As 

the program grows, we look forward to expanding our 
blended learning program with the help and partnership of 
St. Jude’s Church and their computer lab,” says Beck.

To enroll and for more information, call (808) 
313-4100.

Kaʻū High School teachers and administrators came back from summer break 
to attend an Advisory Program workshop in early July. School staff designed a 
weekly program that goes beyond curriculum to include soft skill development, 
supporting academic and social growth, character building, and making mean-
ingful connections with students.  Photos by Cindy Cutts

Kaʻū High: Soft Skills and Character Building

2018-19 School Year Begins in August

Sharon Beck, Principal of Kaʻū High and Pāhala Elementary 
School.  Photo by Julia Neal

Volcano School of Arts and Scienc-
es opens the campus for all students on 
Monday, Aug. 6. Preliminary enrollment 
is about 210 students.

Kaʻū High and Pāhala Elemen-
tary: Pre-K to sixth grade and seventh 

and eighth grade students start school on Tuesday, Aug. 
7. Eighth graders and ninth through 12th graders start on 

Wednesday, Aug. 8. Preliminary enroll-
ment for the Pāhala campus is about 498 
students.

Nāʻālehu Elementary: All classes be-
gin on Tuesday, Aug. 7. Preliminary en-
rollment is about 395 students.

Kaʻū Learning Academy is closed. 
See story on page 6. 
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EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Successful Second Annual Kaʻū Multicultural Society Pig Hunt

Pig hunters converged on Pāhala on 
Saturday, July 21, with their kill trucked 
into the Olson Trust weigh-in site on Maile 
Street. Hunters came from as far away as 
Capt. Cook, Honaunau, Kurtistown, and 
Mountain View to compete in the second 
annual Kaʻū Multicultural Society Pig 
Hunt. The remainder of the 27 hunters were 

from Kaʻū. Twenty of the competitors scored pigs from early 
morning until 5 p.m.

Steven Wroblewski and his family brought down the heavi-
est pig, weighing in at 148.4 lbs. Wroblewski was followed by 
Billy Walton's boar, weighing in at 142.6 lbs, Dedrick Saplan's 
weighing 134.4, and Chaunice Emmseley's at 130.8 lbs.

Heaviest sow went to Paul Kuahiwinui, Sr. at 112.2 lbs, 
followed by Jon Roddy's at 99.6 lbs, and Rashad Kaupu's at 
97.4 lbs.

Longest Tusk first place went to Konrad Wagner at 8 1/2 
inches, followed by Aaron Spider Gomez at 7 inches, and John 
Garcia at 5 5/8 inches.

Rodeo, cont. from pg. 7
Galapir, followed by Bill Benevides and Kalaʻa An-
drade, and Bronson Branco and Nahe Nobriga.

Double Mugging - First was the team of Bronson 
Branco and Kevin Hill, followed by Bronson Branco 
and Dallas Medeiros, and Rodney Kuahiwinui and 
Kimo Dacalio.

Wahine Mugging - First went to Macey Loando 
and Makayla Awa. Second was Shannon Benevides 
and Daphnee Joseph.

Tie Down - Bronson Branco took the win.
Calf Riding - Keegan Malicki took the win.
Youth Barrels - Clancy Aku took first and Kasha 

Joseph took second.
Dummy Roping for children four and under - 

Tayze Sinenci took the win.
Dummy Roping for children five to eight - Ryder 

Tavares took the win.
Goats, four and under - Tayze Sinenci took the 

win.
Goats, five to eight - Ryder Tavares took the win.

The smoke meat contest was tied be-
tween John Roddy and John Navarro.

Sponsors included KTA of Keauhou, 
Mt. View Mini Mart, Tokunaga Store, Pep-
siCo., Rambla of Kauaʻi, Nāʻālehu Ace 
Hardware, Wiki Wiki Mart in Nāʻālehu, 
Jeff Anderson, J. Hara Store, Kealakekua 
Ace Hardware, Aikane Plantation Coffee 
Co., and Edmund C. Olson Trust.

Organizers were Kalani Vierra, Keen-
an Toriano, Aloha Vierra, and Darlyne Vi-
erra and Liz Kuluwaimaka of Kaʻū Multi-
cultural Society. Darlyne said the number 
of entries this year went from 20 to 27. Or-
ganizers said they plan another hunt next 
year.

The Steve Wroblewski family, of Pāhala, won heaviest pig at 
148.4 lbs in the Second Annual Kaʻū Multicultural Society Pig 
Hunt. One of their prizes was a cooler, from organizers in red 
Kalani Vierra and Keenan Toriano.                  Photo by Julia Neal

Donald Garo, with niece Cileyna holding his 
daughter Dlyla, weigh their pig at the Olson 
Trust weigh in site in Pāhala. 

Photo by Aloha Vierra

Darlyne and Aloha Vierra, 
backed by Liz Kuluwai-
maka, three of the pig hunt 
organizers. 

Photo by Julia Neal



Page 10 August, 2018 The Ka‘ū Calendarwww.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Thank you for your patriotic support 
of our community.

MAHALO!
‘O Ka‘ū Kākou thanks all who contributed 
to the 2018 Nā‘ālehu Independence Day 

Parade and festivities:
 � Ace Hardware
 � Bee Boys
 � Flyin’ Hawaiian Coffee Co.
 � Hawai‘i County
 � Miranda’s Farms
 � Nā‘ālehu Elementary School

 � Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji Buddhist Mission
 � Nā‘ālehu Wiki-Wiki Mart
 � Paradise Meadows Orchard & Bee Farm
 � Punalu‘u Bake Shop
 � Shaka Restaurant

Kanuha-Ford, cont. from pg. 5

Kanuha-Ford, cont. on pg. 21

first responders like CERT should have 
more tools to help with community emer-
gencies. Preparedness maps for the entire 
island and community education are need-
ed, he said. “We live on an island... in the 
middle of the ocean, where we deal with 
tsunamis, hurricanes... earthquakes, volca-
noes... It’s important to make sure (people) 
are well prepared,” he said.

Regarding the statewide false missile 
attack alert on Jan. 13, Kanuha said there 
“is always room for improvement. The 
missile crisis was a disaster. We weren’t 
prepared.” Every disaster is going to be dif-
ferent; preparation needs to be improved, 
he said.

Ford called it a “snafu” and “a com-
plete disaster.” She said there needs to be 
better communication with Civil Defense 
and the Emergency Operations Centers on 
each island. Every cell tower, radio, TV, 
etc. transmitter needs a backup generator, 
said Ford. “You’re never prepared enough.”

When asked about the role of the 
Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority, Kanuha said 
the state depends “hugely” on tourism. He 
said there should be more promotion of 
Hawaiʻi Island to “come here, enjoy, and 
ultimately, spend their money, and stay as 
long as they can.” He said there needs to 
be more communication about dangers of 
hiking in mountain and lava areas, about 
bringing in invasive species, and about liv-

ing aloha when here and taking aloha back 
home.

Ford said the Tourism Authority is 
“Doing a great job advertising,” but needs 
to educate. She said the island offers aloha, 
but also “every known disaster that can be 
here,” referring specifically to waves, rip-
tides, steep hiking trails, and lava. She said 
that “every pest on the planet” seems to 
arrive on island, referring to invasive spe-
cies carried here on planes and boats. She 
said videos and signage could help visi-
tors learn safety for the environment. An 
example: “Don’t stand on the coral; it’s an 
animal, it’s not a rock.”

She called for more education of visi-
tors so they don't have accidents, even fatal 

ones. “One guy went out 
onto a lava bench, years 
ago. The bench broke – it 
wasn’t because of him, it 
was just ready to go; nev-
er found his body.”

Ford said she wants 
to make sure that locals 
aren’t unhappy with visi-
tors, and that visitors are 
happy, too. She called for 
more pre-education of 
people coming here, par-
ticularly concerning eco-
tourism. She said ecotour-

ism is great, with its learning component, 
but that visitors need to learn before land-
ing here. “It’s our responsibility.”

Kanuha called for more promotion of 
ecotourism – “to its highest point,” say-
ing these visitors somewhat understand 
Hawaiʻi. He also said the sustainability of 
forests, beaches, and corals is important for 
this “growing segment of our tourism.” He 
advocates for education: “I think that eco-
tourism can be a great thing for our state.”

When asked about existing higher 
education facilities in West Hawaiʻi, Ford 
said she is “Not happy.” She said she has 
been working for 20 years to land a four-
year college in Kona. “I’m not happy with 
just a learning center – it’s not enough. Our 

kids are just as smart as anybody else’s,” 
she said. She told of how her son took sci-
ence classes at the existing community col-
lege in Kona, where there were no labs, and 
none of his credits were transferable. She 
talked about reaching out beyond Universi-
ty of Hawaiʻi to University of Washington, 
not only for training physicians’ assistants 
but also for the four-year college.

She said that those seeking a four-year 
college education either have to drive to 
Hilo or leave the island. “If they go to the 
mainland, they are not coming back. We 
have got to improve our higher education 
on this island, in the state, dramatically,” 

proclaimed Ford.
Kanuha, who graduated from a college 

in San Diego, called for a free four-year 
college in West Hawaiʻi. He said the com-
munity college wants to expand, have more 
specialized instructors. “If we can build 
upon the existing community college,” he 
said, that would be a step in the right direc-
tion. “Hopefully our kids can look forward 
to going – and staying – at UH,” he said.

When asked about prisons, Kanuha 
said the prison system needs to be built 
upon education, which would serve a bet-
ter purpose than just incarceration in the 
long run. Education gets inmates off the 
criminal pathway, he said. He pointed to 
overcrowding, more services for inmates, 
to help bring them into being “a member 
of society, where they have a job, have a 
family, build a home.” Off the “in-and-out 
cycle.”

Ford recommended putting vocation-
al arts back into the schools to help keep 

young people from falling “into this mis-
chief.” She said she opposes both privately 
owned prisons and sending the incarcerated 
out of state. She recommended more prison 
education and more therapy, with families 
closer, which lessens isolation that can lead 
to more aggression. She also advocated for 
some former prisoners being allowed to 
vote again.

When asked about traffic in Kona, 
Ford said, “It’s bad.” The new state high-
way to the airport, under construction, is 
“way overdue, way over cost.” She said 
there should be more mauka-makai con-
nectors to the main highway around the 
island to also help with tsunami evacua-
tion. “We need to get those (mauka-makai 
connectors) done as quickly as we possibly 
can,” she said.

Kahuna said Kona has struggled way 
too long with traffic; completion of Queen 
Kaʻahumanu Highway extension and add-
ing those mauka-makai connectors is im-
portant. One cul-de-sac subdivision, he 
said, was recently connected to a mauka-
makai thoroughfare. He said relief of the 
“pinch point” between Lako Street and 
Kamehameha III, through a Kuakini High-
way extension taken off the priority list last 
year, “desperately” needs to move forward.

In his closing statement, Kahuha said 
he is running for state Senate because he 
was born and raised in West Hawaiʻi – 
schooled at Mokuaikawa church, Kahakai, 
and Kealakehe. He said his family has 
lived in Kona for generations. “I know the 
community; I want my kids to grown up in 
a community where they can afford to live 
in a place where we’ve been for genera-
tions.” He said it is becoming tough to live 
there affordably, which helps drive him to 
advocate for affordable housing. He said he 
has a passion and respect for taking care of 
community. He said he loves Hawaiʻi and 
wants his family to stay here. He also said 
he brings leadership, with his council and 
chair positions, and collaborations, bring-
ing everybody to the table.

In her closing statement, Ford com-
mented that she and Kanuha had many 
similar goals, which “bodes well for West 
Hawaiʻi.” She said she will work to help the 
homeless, and to build a new hospital and 
university. She said she also will work for 
civil rights and to prevent gerrymandering. 

Brenda Ford, candidate for state Senate to 
represent west Kaʻū to Kohala.

Photo from Brenda Ford for the People

Dru Kanuha, candidate for state Senate to represent west Kaʻū to 
Kohala.  Photo by Geneveve Fyvie
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Eruption, cont. on pg. 19

One study released in late July specifically for Hawaiʻi County Civil 
Defense, points out that lava flowing out of the volcano is steady and 
historic in its volume. This eruption started sporadically with 23 days 
from 24 fissures, covering a distance of 4.2 miles in lower Puna. More 
recently, it has focused at Fissure 8, continuously erupting since May 27. 
The volume of lava is significantly more than during the 1960 and 1840 
eruptions, and perhaps more than eruptions in the late 1700s.

“If the ongoing eruption maintains its current style of activity at a 
high eruption rate, then it may take months to a year or two to wind 
down. While this seems to be the most likely outcome, a pause in the 
eruption, followed by additional activity, cannot be ruled out, nor can an 
abrupt cessation or a transition of steady, longer-lived activity at a lower 
effusion rate,” states the report. It mentions former eruptions, such as one 
at Heiheiahulu, upslope from Fissure 8 that lasted for years, similar to the 
35-year-long eruption of Puʻu ̒ Ōʻō. “Both of these eruptions started with 
several short ʻaʻā flows erupted along a 3.5 km (2.2 mi) and 7 km (4.3 
mi) long fissure system, respectively, before centralizing to a single vent 
and eventually erupting tube-fed pahoehoe flows.”

The report notes that the current “eruption rate is high, and a stable 
channel system is being elevated by frequent spillovers of pāhoehoe 
flows above Kapoho Crater. The flow maintains its ʻaʻā character below 
that point to the ocean with a more pasty lava oozing from its interior 
along its edges. The change in the character of the channel toward pa-
hoehoe may signal a gradual change of eruption style and a potentially 
longer eruption with more destruction of infrastructure.”

The study points to risks of the lava river spilling over, or break-
ing its banks, which could threaten Nanawale Estates and possibly move 
closer to Hawaiian Beaches and Hawaiian Shores subdivisions. Another 
possible diversion of lava could threaten Noni Farms, Railroad Ave., Pa-
paya Farms, and Government Beach Road before entering the ocean near 
Kalamanu. Other areas of possible future risk are the remaining struc-
tures in Kapoho Ag Lots and Beach Lots, buildings on the eastern section 
of the 1960 flow, and Cape Kumakahi Lighthouse.

Concerning vog, the study says that Fissure 8 has replaced 
Halemaʻumaʻu as the dominant producer of volcanic gas on Hawaiʻi Is-
land “and will remain so as long as current rates of eruption continue.” 
The study says the rates of emission are more than four time the average 
daily amount from Kīlaeua’s summit lava lake before May 3, causing a 
significant increase in vog, which travels up to the Kona Coast. However, 
with Halemaʻmaʻu’s lava lake gone, Pāhala has breathed some of the 
cleanest air since 2008 when the lake started sending its S02 into Kaʻū.

Other risks outlined by the report include a possible delta collapse 
of the new lava that is adding land onto the island, and hydrovolcanic ex-
plosions, like those in July, when seawater mixed with lava and exploded 
into lava bombs that landed on a tour boat, injuring 23 passengers.

Residents at the Volcano Village meeting asked USGS scientists 
about the chances, the percentages, and the likelihood, “if you were bet-
ting,” that the volcano could send out a pyroclastic surge: a blast up to 
700 miles an hour, with hot air, lava, and rocks, destroying buildings and 
taking lives, with little warning.

Mayor Harry Kim gave an answer, saying he personally pressed 
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory Chief Scientist in Charge Tina Neal for 
some kind of percentage, so the county could make a plan. Kim reported 
an estimate of one percent. He explained that even though the percent-
age is small, he felt the need to call the meeting at Cooper Center, with 
residents, Hawaiʻi County Civil Defense, and the scientists.

Civil Defense Director Talmadge Magno said the county is install-
ing a siren to warn area residents, should there be signs of such a pyro-
clastic surge on its way. He said the siren would be heard for about 1.5 
miles and that those living and working farther away could sign up for 
the blackboard alert system to receive messages by cell phone and in-
ternet. He repeated that the chances are small for a catastrophic event in 
the near future but, emphasized that it is his job to prepare for the worst 
case scenario.

Magno said that residents should plan for every eventuality, decide 
where they would go for refuge, understand their finances and prepare to 
bring important documents, should they have to leave.

One resident asked what people living in the area should be aware 
of as indicators of the possible arrival of a volcanic surge. More and 
stronger earthquakes than the many recently shaking the area, and other 
changes in the volcano that are being monitored by the scientists, such as 
magma and water mixing to send off explosive eruptions, were some of 

Representative

Paid for by Friends for Richard Onishi; 
2040 Ainaola Place, Hilo, HI 96720, Eddie Alonzo, Chair

I want to thank you for the honor of letting me serve you in the House of Representatives.  I 
am running for re-election because I feel that I have the background and experience to do 
more for our District, Hawai`i Island and our State.  I am privileged to serve as the Chair for 
the Tourism Committee, a position important to the entire state.  I also served on the 
important Education and Higher Education Committees; the committees on 
Intragovernmental Affairs; and Veterans, Military & International Aff airs, and Culture & 
the Arts.  I am proud of my accomplishments in the six years that I have been privileged to 
serve you, and I ask for your support in the Primary Election.  Mahalo!
Awards & Recognition:

• Hawai`i Farm Bureau – 2013 Legislator of the Year
• Big Island ARCH & Big Island Adult Foster Association – 2013 Certificate of Appreciation
• National Federation of Independent Businesses – 2014 Leadership Advocate for Small Business
• Civil Beat – Most bills passed in 2014 Session (5 of 16, 31%), tied with 5 other Representatives
• Council of State Governments West Region – 2015 Western Legislative Academy
• Japanese American Citizens League Honolulu Chapter – 2015 Certificate of Appreciation
• Junior Chamber International Hawai`i Chapter – 2016 Senate/Old-timer of the Year
• Hilo High School Foundation - 2018 Distinguished Alumni

Capital Improvement & Grant-in-Aid Projects:
• 2013 - Kea`au Middle School - $675,000
• 2013 - Hawai`i Island Community Development Corporation - $1,000,000
• 2013 - Ka`u Irrigation System - $2,500,000
• 2013 - National Guard’s Youth Challenge Academy Facilities - $5,900,000
• 2014 - Volcano Arts Center - $15,000
• 2014 - Kea`au High School - $275,000
• 2014 - Hawai’i Island Veterans Memorial - $425,000
• 2014 - Ka`u High School - $550,000
• 2014 - Volcano School of Arts & Sciences - $618,000
• 2014 - National Guard’s Youth Challenge Academy Facilities - $2,000,000
• 2014 - Ka`u Irrigation System - $2,500,000
• 2014 - Hilo Medical Center - $3,285,000
• 2015 - Hawai`i Community College - $1,500,000
• 2015 - Waiakea Uka Community Center - $600,000
• 2015 - Mountain View Elementary School - $230,000
• 2015 - Friends of the Volcano School of Arts & Sciences - $285,000
• 2015 - Keonepoko Elementary School - $1,000,000
• 2015 - National Guard’s Youth Challenge Academy Facilities - $1,675,000
• 2016 - Kea`au Elementary School - $200,000
• 2016 - Mountain View Elementary School - $505,000
• 2016 - Ka`u High School - $200,000
• 2016 - Kea`au – Pahoa Road Improvements - $2,500,000
• 2016 - Hilea Stream Bridge Rehabilitation or Replacement Land Acquisition - $101,000
• 2016 - Hawai`i Island Community Development Corporation - $350,000
• 2017 - 4-mile Creek Bridge - $13,000,000
• 2017 - Hwy 11 (Panaewa Stretch - Mamaki & Lama Street Intersections) - $2,000,000
• 2017 - Kulani Corrections Facility Ag Manager & Ag Program Equipment - $100,000
• 2018 - Hwy 130 (Kea`au/Pahoa) Widening (2-lanes to 4-lanes) - $8,000,000
• 2018 - Hilea Stream Bridge Rehabilitation or Replacement - $9,000,000
• 2018 - Kawa Flats Draniage Improvements - $9,000,000
• 2018 - Kea`au Middle School - $1,000,000
• 2018 - Mt. View Elementary School - $760,000
• 2018 - Volcano School for Arts & Sciences - $450,000
• 2018 - Kea`au/Mt. View Regional Public Library Planning - $300,000
• 2018 - Kulani Correctional Facility Security & Ag Program Supplies - $1,000,000
• 2018 - Kulani Correctional Facility Water & Sewage Studies Update - $500,000
• 2018 - Hawai`i Japanese Center - $175,000  

Legislative Measures Passed:
• 2013 - Compensation to Lessees for Taking of Leased Farm, Ranch or Commercial Land
• 2013 - Future Farmers of America Appropriation - $75,000 (2 years)
• 2013 - 4H Program Appropriation - $75,000 (2 years)
• 2013 - Coffee Berry Borer Program - $600,000
• 2013 - Pacific Iternational Space Center for Exploration Systems - $1,200,000
• 2013 - Agricultural Livestock Feed Subsidies - $1,500,000
• 2013 - Hilo Medical Center Primary Care Physicians Training Program - $1,800,000
• 2014 - Constitutional Amendment for Agricultural Enterprise Revenue Bonds
• 2014 - Mediation for Leased Farm, Ranch, or Commercial Land Disputes
• 2014 - Recordation of Arbitrated Leased Farm, Ranch or Commercial Land Settlements
• 2014 - Hamakua Ditch’s Agricultural Water Rate Reduced to $.20/1,000 Gallons
• 2014 - Milk Control Act’s Minimum Reserves set at $300,000
• 2014 - Imiloa Astronomy Center RISE 21st Century Program – $200,000
• 2014 - Macadamia Nut Felted Coccid Program - $360,000
• 2014 - Coffee Berry Borer Program - $500,000
• 2014 - Pacific International Space Center for Exploration Systems - $500,000
• 2014 - Hilo Medical Center Primary Care Physicians Training Program - $2,000,000
• 2015 - UH College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources – 4 Extension Agents
• 2015 - Hilo Medical Center Primary Care Physicians Training Program - $2,000,000 annually
• 2015 - Agriculture Land Acquisition - $10,000,000
• 2015 - Kohala Ditch Irrigation System - $1,500,000
• 2015 - Kamuela Vacuum Cooling Plant - $1,000,000
• 2015 - Moloka`i Irrigation System - $1,200,000
• 2015 – Department of Agriculture Facilities Repair & Maintenance - $1,400,000
• 2016 - Department of Land & Natural Resources Game Management Advisory Commission
• 2016 - Organic Food Production Tax Credit
• 2016 - Department of Agriculture Industrial Hemp Pilot Project
• 2016 - Department of Agriculture Rapid Ohia Death Research - $300,000
• 2016 - Department of Transportation Albizia Mitigation - $1,500,000
• 2016 - Livestock Revitalization & Feed Development Grant Program - $2,000,000
• 2017 - University of Hawai`i's Hawai`i Promise Program
• 2017 - Rapid Ohia Death Projects
• 2018 - Hawai`i Tourism Authority & Hawai`i Convention Center Funding
• 2018 - Department of Taxation Enforcement Staff (Vacation Rentals) - 5 Investigators  

Eruption, cont. from pg. 1
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
5th Annual Volcano Winery Harvest Festival, tick-

ets on sale now for Sun, Sept 9. Benefit for Volcano 
School of Arts and Sciences. Music, food, wine and 
raffle. $40/adult (21+). 967-7772, volcanowinery.
com

2nd Annual Bi-Annual Quilt Show, Quilts In The 
Forest - Where the Path May Lead, Tue-Sat, through 
Aug 3, 10-4pm, Volcano Art Center, Volcano Vil-
lage. Free. Fia Mattice, 967-8222, quiltshow2018@
volcanoartcenter.org. volcanoartcenter.org

Exhibit, Birds of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park: 
The Hawai‘i Nei Invitational Daily through Aug 4, 
9-5pm, Volcano Art Center Ni‘aulani Campus, Vol-
cano Village. Free. Artists: John Dawson, Reyn Oji-
ri, Sarah Koh, Wendy Barske, Maria Macias, Cody 
Yamaguchi, Ann Guth and John Mydoock. Art rep-
resents endemic bird species. volcanoartcenter.org 

Family Yoga Class, Wed, Aug 1, 9-10am, PAR-
ENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. 3-12 years old and caregiv-
ers. All levels welcome. Wear comfortable clothes, 
bring a mat, if can, as supplies are limited. Free. 
333-3460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.org

Hula Voices w/Kumu Manaiakalani Kalua, Thu, 
Aug 2, 5-6pm, Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani 
Campus, Volcano Village. Talk story session mod-
erated by Desiree Moana Cruz. Call to confirm. 
967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Ka‘ū and Kona House and Senate Candidate Ag-
ricultural Forum, Thu, Aug 2, 6-8pm, Konawaena 
High School Cafeteria, Kealakekua. Forum subject 
area is to help meet the needs of farmers; partici-
pants encouraged to bring questions. Co-sponsored 
by Kona Coffee Farmer Association, konacoffeef-
armers.org, and Kona Farmers Union, hfuuhi.org.

Ocean View Neighborhood Watch Meeting, Thu, 
Aug 2, 6-7pm, Ocean View Community Center. 
939-7033, ovcahi.org

Talk Story about Agriculture in Kaʻū  at Pāhala 
Plantation House on Fri, Aug 3, at 6pm. All farm-

ers and community members interested are invited. 
Bring a dish, pupu, or dessert to share if can. Con-
tact HFUU Ka`ū Chapter president Raina Whiting 
at 808-464-0799 or rainawhiting@gmail.com.

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Meeting, Fri, Aug 3, 6:30pm, As-
pen Center. okaukakou.org

Nature & Culture: An Unseverable Relationship, 
Sat, Aug 4, 9:30-11:30am, Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Moderate guided hike 
along the Palm Trail, approx. 2 miles. Learn about 
native plants that play a vital role in Hawaiian cul-
ture, and observe the catastrophic change and resto-

ration of the land as it transitions from the 1868 lava 
flow to deeper soils with more diversity and older 
flora. Free. nps.gov/HAVO

Chili Cook Off w/Ben-
efit Concert for Puna and 
Ka‘ū Food Bank, Sat, Aug 
4, 4-8pm, The Terraces, 1885 
Princess Kaiulani Blvd, Ocean 
View. Raffle, non-alcoholic 
mixers and more, with music 
provided by Soul Town. $10 
for advance tickets, $15 at the 
door, plus a can of food. Con-
tact gcmorales2020@yahoo.
com or kathiegriffeth@gmail.
com.
Pu‘u o Lokuana, Sun, Aug 5, 
9:30-11 a.m., Kahuku Unit of 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Short, moderately dif-
ficult, 0.4-mile hike to the top 
of the grassy cinder cone, Pu‘u 
o Lokuana. Learn about the 
formation and various uses of 
this hill over time and enjoy 
a breathtaking view of lower 
Kaʻū. Free. nps.gov/HAVO
Sunday Clay - High Fire! 
with Erik Wold, 8-week ses-
sion beginning Aug 5 (no class 
Aug 12), morning class 11:30-

2:30pm, afternoon class 2:45-5:45pm, Volcano Art 
Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus, Volcano Village. $180/
Volcano Art Center Member, $200/non-Member, 
plus $15 materials fee - 6 lbs clay and glazes. Reg-
ister online, volcanoartcenter.org or call 967-8222.

Ham Radio Potluck Picnic, Sun, Aug 5, noon-2pm, 
Manukā State Park. Anyone interested in learning 
about ham radio is welcome to attend. Sponsored 

by South Point Amateur Radio Club and Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service. View sites.google.com/
site/southpointarc or sites.google.com/view/south-
hawaiiares/home. Rick Ward, 938-3058

Story Time with Lindsey Miller from PARENTS, 
Inc., Mon, Aug 6, 2:30-3:15pm, Nā‘ālehu Public 
Library. 333-3460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.org

Ocean View Volunteer Fire Department Meeting, 
Mon, Aug 6, 4-6pm, Ocean View Community Cen-
ter. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Hawai‘i County Council Meetings, Tue/Wed, 
Aug 7 (Committees)/8 (Council), Hilo, Tue/Wed, 
Aug 21 (Committees)/22 (Council), Kona. Ka‘ū 
residents can participate via videoconferencing 
at Nā‘ālehu State Office Building. Agendas at ha-
waiicounty.gov.

Discovery Harbour Volunteer Fire Dept. Meeting, 
Tue, Aug 7, 4-6pm, Aug 21, 4:30-6:30pm, Discov-
ery Harbour Community Hall. 929-9576, discov-
eryharbour.net

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Meeting, Tue, Aug 7, 6-8pm, 
Pāhala Community Center.

AdvoCATS, Wed, Aug 8, 7am-5pm, Ocean View 
Community Center. Free Cat Spay & Neuter Clinic. 
895-9283, advocatshawaii.org

Zentangle: Color Stories, Sat, Aug 11, 10-1pm, 
Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus, Volcano 
Village. Class is not about color theory, rather about 
“listening to the story that colors Whisper to you.” 
$30/Volcano Art Center Member, $35/non-Mem-
ber, plus $10 supply fee. Bring light refreshment to 
share.

VOTE: 2018 Primary Election Day Polling Places 
in Ka‘ū, Sat, Aug 11, 7-6pm. Senate District 2: Coo-
per Center on Wright Rd in Volcano Village, Ka‘ū 
High/Pāhala Elementary School Cafeteria. Senate 
District 3: Nā‘ālehu Elementary School Cafeteria, 
Ocean View Community Center, Miloli‘i Halau Pa-
vilion. elections.hawaii.gov/voters/polling-places

Bon Dances continue around the island during August. See the 
schedule in July kaucalendar.com. The Pāhala Hongwanji Bon 
Dance event will be on Saturday, Sept. 1, with service at 4 p.m. 
and festivities at 5 p.m. The public is invited to dance around the 
yagura, wear Japanese costumes, and enjoy taiko drumming, 
Japanese crafts, and food. Photo by Ron Johnson

Bon Dance Finalé set for Pāhala
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Hi‘iaka & Pele, Sat, Aug 11, 9:30-11:30am, Kahuku 

Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Discover 
Hawaiian goddesses and the natural phenomena 
they represent on this free, moderate, one-mile 
walk. nps.gov/HAVO

Kāwā Community Workday, Sat, Aug 11, meet 
at 9:30 am at Northern Gate, Kāwā.  Sign up with 
James Akau, Nā Mamo o Kāwā, at namamooka-
wa@gmail.com, jakau@nmok.org, or 561-9111. 
nmok.org

‘Ōhi‘a Lehua, Sun, Aug 12, and Sat, Aug 25, 9:30-
11am, Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Learn about vital role of ‘ōhi‘a lehua in native 
Hawaiian forests, and many forms of ‘ōhi‘a tree and 
its flower on this free, easy, one-mile walk. nps.gov/
HAVO

Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op Group, Mon, Aug 13 and 
27, 1pm, Ocean View Community Center. A par-
ent-led homeschool activity/social group building 
community in Ka‘ū. Contact prior to attending to 
confirm location in case of field trip. Laura Roberts, 
406-249-3351

C.E.R.T. Discovery Harbour/Nā‘ālehu, Tue, Aug 
14, 4-6pm, Discovery Harbour Community Hall. 
Public invited to see what Community Emergency 
Response Team is about, and participate in training 
scenarios. Dina Shisler, dinashisler24@yahoo.com, 
410-935-8087

Ocean View Community Association Board Meet-
ing, Wed, Aug 15, 12:30pm, Ocean View Commu-
nity Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Story Time with Auntie Linda from Tūtū & Me, 
Thu, Aug 16, 10:30-noon, Nā‘ālehu Public Library. 
929-8571

Hawai‘i Disability Legal Services, Thu, Aug 16, 
9-noon, Ocean View Community Center. ovcahi.
org, 939-7033, ovcahawaii@gmail.com

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu, Aug 16, 

6:30pm, United Methodist Church in Nā‘ālehu. 
Pres. Berkley Yoshida, 747-0197

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Kamilo Beach Clean-up 
and Debris Survey, Fri, Aug 17, contact in advance 
for meet up time at Wai‘ōhinu Park. Pending volca-
nic activity/air quality. Space limited. Free; dona-
tions appreciated. kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com, 
wildhawaii.org

Volcano Forest Runs Race Day, Sat, Aug 18; 7 am 
- 1/2 Marathon, 7:45 am - 5k, 8 am - 10k, 10 am 
- Keiki Runs. Volcano Village, start and finish at 
Cooper Center on Wright Road. See pre-registration 
fees online. No race day registration for 1/2 Mara-
thon. Race Director Sharron Faff, 967-8240. volca-
norainforestruns.com

Pancake Breakfast & Raffle, Sat, Aug 18, 8-11am, 
Ocean View Community Center. To volunteer, call 
939-7033, ovcahi.org.

Paths and Trails, Sat, Aug 18, 9:30-12:30pm, Ka-
huku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
Moderately-difficult, 2-mile hike with some of the 
most spectacular overlooks in Kahuku. Discover 
the ways people, animals, and plants got to Kahuku 
and the paths they followed. Free. nps.gov/HAVO

Hands-On Fermented Foods Workshop: Pick-
led Veggies & Yogurt with Jasmine Silverstein, 
HeartBeet Foods, Sat, Aug 18, 10-1pm, Volcano Art 
Center. $50/VAC Members, $55/non-Member. Pre-
registration required. Supplies and organic ingredi-
ents provided. No cooking skills necessary. heart-
beetfoods.com. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Ocean View C.E.R.T. Meeting, Sat, Aug 18, 10-
1pm, Ocean View Community Center. Community 
Emergency Response Team monthly meeting/train-
ing. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Hula Kahiko - Kumu Hula Iwalani Kalima with 
Hālau Kou Lima Nani E, Sat, Aug 18, 10:30-
11:30am, hula platform near Volcano Art Center 

Ni‘aulani Campus, Volcano Village. Hula perfor-
mance. Free. Desiree, 987-7288, volcanohula@
gmail.com, volcanoartcenter.org

Nā Mea Hula - Kumu Hula Kaho‘okele Crabbe 
and Halauolaokalani, Sat, Aug 18, 11-1pm, Volca-
no Art Center Ni‘aulani Campus, Volcano Village. 
Hands on cultural demonstration. Free. Desiree, 
987-7288, volcanohula@gmail.com, volcanoart-
center.org

Bunco & Potluck, Sat, Aug 18, 6pm, Discovery 
Harbour Community Hall. Popular game played 
with nine dice. Bring dish to share. Margie Hack, 
541-954-8297

People & Land of Kahuku, Sun, Aug 19, 9:30-
12:30pm, Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park. Guided, 2.5-mile, moderately difficult 
hike over rugged terrain focuses on the area’s hu-
man history. Free. nps.gov/HAVO

Discovery Harbour Neighbor-
hood Watch Meeting, Mon, Aug 
20, 5-6:30pm, Discovery Harbour 
Community Hall. 929-9576, discov-
eryharbour.net

After Dark Near The Park: Saving 
Rare Plants from the Brink of Ex-
tinction in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Na-
tional Park, Tue, Aug 21, 7-8pm, 
Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani 
Campus, Volcano Village. Botanist 
Sierra McDaniel discusses rare plant 
management at the park. Free; $2 
donation suggested. volcanoartcen-

ter.org. Event co-sponsored by Friends of Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park, 985-6011.

Free Community Dance, Fri, Aug 24, 7-10pm, 
Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Minors allowed 
with supervision only. Alcohol free event. Variety 
of music. Coffee, tea, water, and snacks provided. 
Free admission; donations appreciated. 967-7800, 
thecoopercenter.org

Zentangle: Basics and Beyond with Lydia Men-
eses, Sat, Aug 25, 10-1pm, Volcano Art Center’s 
Ni‘aulani Campus, Volcano Village. Zentangle Ba-
sics kit provided. $30/Volcano Art Center Member, 
$35/non-Member, $10 supply fee. Bring light re-
freshment to share.

Waiho‘olu‘u Ola Indigo Dyeing Workshop, Sat, 
Aug 25, 12:30-3:30pm, Volcano Art Center’s 
Ni‘aulani Campus, Volcano Village. Learn tradi-
tional methods of banding and folding in traditional 
and modern shibori styles to create patterns, and 
explore the alchemy of indigo, a plant derived dye. 
$50/Volcano Art Center Member, $55/non-Mem-
ber, plus $25 supply fee. No experience necessary. 

Events, cont. on pg. 17
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Stars over Ka‘ū - August 2018 
by Lew Cook

PLANETS
The dust storm continued on Mars 

through mid-July, disappointing the planet's 
imagers as well as the interested public. It 
has slightly brightened the planet and made 
it more yellow, but still red. You can tell 
when the dust storm has abated. Mars rises 
just after 6 p.m. on our chart date, August 
15. Mars came closer to earth at the end of 
last month than it had been since 2003. We 
will have to wait until 2035 for it to be clos-
er. It was closest on July 31. 

The other planets - except Mercury - 
are all visible tonight. Jupiter follows Ve-
nus. Jupiter has its moons and cloud bands 
that are easily seen with a telescope - you 

can see the 4 largest moons with just a good 
pair of binoculars; but I doubt you can ever 
see the amount of detail seen in the NASA 
view of Jupiter shown here. Next comes 
ringed giant Saturn, then Mars, then blue 
Neptune - it rose about two hours prior to 
chart time, and finally blue-green Uranus, 
which rises about half an hour after the time 
of our chart, at 10 p.m. These are not shown 
on the chart, as Uranus is nearly the faintest 
object you can see with your eyes alone, and 
Neptune is fainter still. If you are interested 
in finding them, check on line for their posi-
tions and a chart.

CONSTELLATIONS
Usually, smaller constellations are 

not labeled in order that the accompany-
ing sky chart doesn't get too “busy”. Scu-
tum, the Shield, is one such constellation. It 
was originally named Scutum Sobieski in 
honor of the Polish King John III Sobieski, 
for the shield he carried during his victory 
in the Battle of Vienna in 1683 against the 
Ottoman Turks. It is the only constellation 
named for a human individual.

Scutum, though small, is notable 
for having the Centaurus-Scutum arm of 
the Milky Way galaxy concentrated in it, 
known as the Scutum Star Cloud. We look 
down parallel to the arm, and this concen-

trates much of the arm into one 
area. Check to see if your eyes 
are sensitive enough to de-
tect it. This is a small-ish blob 
in the Milky Way at the tail of 
the Eagle, Aquila. Could you 
see it? I've put a photo of these 
stars here, so you can see just 
how crowded this area is. The 
area is about the same area as 
that of the full moon. See color 
charts and images of the stars at 
kaucalendar.com.

The colors of the dots rep-
resent stars' temperatures. The 
sizes of the dots are keyed to 
their brightnesses. The star 
charts will be good throughout 
any year's spring season, but 
they are good for approximately 
2 hours earlier for every month 
past this one, except the posi-
tions of the planets will wander. 

Local attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo (closed 

Mondays):
Restaurant schedule:
Breakfast & Lunch Hours Tuesday – 

Sunday: 7 AM - 4 PM
Dinner Hours Thursday – Sunday: 5 

PM - 8:30 PM
Check for the schedule on the web 

(www.imiloahawaii.org).
Members are admitted free to the daily 

shows.
Once a month, there is a nightly show 

when telescopes on Mauna Kea are linked to 
the Planetarium where they show live shots 
of individual objects. Call the Planetarium 
at (808) 932-8901 for info on the schedule 
and ticket availability, prices, show and 
membership costs. Please mention to the 
nice folks at the ticket sales desk where you 
got the inspiration to come, and that you are 
entitled to the 10% kamaʻaina discount for 
membership.

Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date  Sunrise Sunset
August 3, 2018  5:59 am 6:56 pm
August 10 6:01 am 6:53 pm 
August 17 6:03 am 6:48 pm 
August 24 6:05 am 6:43 pm
August 31 6:06 am 6:37 pm

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the north 
on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, hold it in 
front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, west at the bot-
tom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and show it to your 
keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown in 
the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no 
bright moon and the skies are clear of vog.

The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us 
permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

Mighty Jupiter shows the cloud bands and the Great Red 
Spot, which is a long lasting storm that is bigger than Earth. 
Credits: NASA, ESA, and A. Simon (NASA Goddard)

Stars, cont. on pg. 16
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KEEPING HEALTHY IN KA‘Ū
Volume 16, Number 8 August, 2018A Journal of Good Health, Food and Fitness

Legislature Passes, Governor Signs Health, Care & Safety Bills
Hawai‘i Governor David Ige recently 

signed the following bills about health, 
care, and safety, passed by the 2018 Hawai‘i 
Legislature.

Health Insurance: Ensures certain 
benefits under the federal Affordable Care 
Act are preserved under Hawai‘i law, in-
cluding: extending dependent coverage for 
adult children up to 26 years of age; prohib-
iting health insurance entities from impos-
ing a preexisting condition exclusion; and 
prohibiting health insurance entities from 
using an individual’s gender to determine 
premiums or contributions. Sen. Josh Green, 
who serves west Ka‘ū, and Kai Kahele, of 
Hilo, co-introduced the bill.

Paid Family Leave: The new law ap-
propriates funds, and requires the Legisla-
tive Reference Bureau to conduct a sunrise 
analysis of the impacts of and best frame-
work for the establishment of paid fam-
ily leave. It requires a report and proposed 
legislation be submitted to the legislature by 
Sept. 1, 2019.

Firefighters & Cancer: Improves ac-
cess for firefighters to comprehensive medi-
cal benefits under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Law upon diagnosis of cancer that is 
presumed to arise out of and in the course 
of employment. Requires private health care 
plans to pay for or provide medical care.

Mental Health: Provides designated 
family members and other interested per-
sons with notice when an individual with a 
mental health emergency is subject to cer-
tain procedures and actions.

Alzheimer’s Disease and Related De-
mentias: Requires the Executive Office on 
Aging to biennially update the state plan on 
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias, 
include an implementation work plan for 
each goal in the state plan, and include infor-
mation on progress made toward the goals 
of the state plan on Alzheimer’s disease and 
related dementias in its annual report to the 
legislature.

Unlicensed Care Homes: Authorizes 
the Department of Health to investigate care 
facilities reported to be operating without an 
appropriate certificate or license issued by 
the Department. Establishes penalties for vi-
olations and for knowingly referring or trans-
ferring patients to uncertified or unlicensed 
care facilities, with certain exceptions.

Protections for Healthcare Workers: 
Makes intentionally or knowingly causing 
bodily injury to certain health care workers 
a Class C felony.

Opioid Warning Label, HB 1602: Re-
quires the inclusion of a label warning of the 
risks of addiction and death on the packag-
ing of any opioid drug dispensed by a health 

care professional or pharmacist.
Uniform Controlled Substances Act, 

HB 2384: Updates Uniform Controlled 
Substances Act for consistency with federal 
law. Allows prescription of drugs to patients 
undergoing medically managed withdrawal, 
also known as detoxification treatment and 
maintenance treatment, by practitioners who 
are properly registered.

Prescription Drugs, SB 2646: Re-
quires prescribers of certain controlled 
substances to consult the State’s Electronic 
Prescription Accountability System before 
issuing a prescription for the controlled sub-
stance, under certain circumstances. Pro-
vides that a violation by a prescriber shall 
not be subject to criminal penalty provisions 
but that a violation may be grounds for pro-
fessional discipline. Repeals on 6/30/2023.

Opioid Antagonists, SB 2247: Autho-
rizes pharmacists to prescribe, dispense, and 
provide related education on opioid antago-
nists to individuals at risk of opioid over-
dose and to family members and caregiv-
ers of individuals at risk of opioid overdose 
without the need for a written, approved 
collaborative agreement; subject to certain 
conditions.

Workers’ Comp & Opiods, SB 2244: 
Requires health care providers in the work-
ers’ compensation system who are autho-

rized to prescribe opioids to adopt and main-
tain policies for informed consent to opioid 
therapy in circumstances that carry elevated 
risk of dependency. Establishes limits for 
concurrent opioid and benzodiazepine 
prescriptions.
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KA PEPA PAHALA
Extension Granted for Proposed Pāhala Wastewater Treatment Plant

An extension has been given to County 
of Hawaiʻi by the Environmental Protection 
Agency for the proposed Pāhala Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant. In a letter to the EPA, 
county Environmental Management Direc-
tor William Kucharski asked for more time 
to purchase an appropriate site, extending 
the deadline from June 27 of this year to 
June 20, 2020. He stated all other deadlines 
could be met, including closure dates for the 

Miss Kaʻū Coffee Court Travels
Miss Kaʻū Coffee court brought its pas-

sion to the Independence Day celebrations 
in Nāʻālehu and Volcano.

Miss Kaʻū Coffee Reishalyn Kekoa 
Jara represents the industry at events 
throughout the district and beyond. In ad-
dition to the parade, sponsored by ʻO Kaʻū 
Kākou, Miss Kaʻū Coffee reigned over the 
kickoff event for the Kaʻū Coffee Festival 
at Pāhala Plantation House, the Kaʻū Coffee 
Recipe Contest at Kaʻū Coffee Mill, and the 

Kaʻū Coffee Festival's annual Hoʻolauleʻa 
at Pāhala Community Center. She will reign 
over the annual Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run in 
September. 

Jr. Miss Kaʻū Coffee Cristina Kawewe-

hi, Miss Kaʻū 
Coffee Peaberry 
Jacelyn Kekoa 
Jara, Miss Kaʻū 
Coffee Flower 
Telia Espejo-Na-
varro, and prin-
cesses often join 
Miss Kaʻū Cof-
fee at community 
events.  

Another 
member of the 
Kaʻū Coffee 
Court, Karlee Fu-
kunaga Camba, 
represented Kaʻū 
well at the annual 
Miss Hawaiʻi Is-

land Teen USA pageant in Hilo on Saturday, 
July 7. She placed as a runner-up, winning 
the categories of People's Choice, Hospital-
ity, and Popularity.

Miss Kaʻū Coffee pageant director is 
Kaʻū Coffee farmer Trini Marques, who was 
also a judge in the Miss Filipina pageant for 
Hawaiʻi Is-
land in July.

Miss Kaʻū Coffee Reishalyn Kekoa Jara and 
Miss Peaberry Jacylin Kekoa Jara in the Vol-
cano July 4 parade. Photo by Trini Marques

Miss Kaʻū Coffee Flower 
Kysha Kaʻupu-Manini 
in the July 4 parade in 
Volcano. Photo by Trini 
Marques

Junior Miss Kaʻū Coffee 
Christina Kawewehi, 
riding in the Nāʻālehu In-
dependence Day Parade. 

Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

current Large Capacity Cesspools, if grant-
ed the extension.

The proposed site runs along the Hilo 
side of the Norfolk pine tree lane along 
Maile Street, coming into Pāhala from Hwy 
11. It is southeast of the current Large Ca-
pacity Cesspool near the old radio station 
building on Maile Street and will undergo 
Environmental Assessments and/or Envi-
ronmental Impact Statements before the 

county acquires any land for the project.
The county is required to build a new 

treatment system to replace old gang cess-
pools in Pāhala, which are illegal. The 
county took over the cesspools for old sugar 
plantation housing after the sugar mill shut 
down in Pāhala. The county would face 

The areas on the map in stripes will be served by the new wastewater treatment center. The 
site chosen is along Pine Tree Lane, Maile Street in Pāhala.  Map from County of Hawai‘i

fines if it doesn't shut down the cesspools.
Unlike the proposed locations for the 

Nāʻālehu plant, there would be little change 
in routing of the present drainage system in 
order to place the plant at the proposed loca-
tion, and the closure of the old LCC would 
remove effluent from near the school.

The Scutum - Centaurus arm of the Milky 
Way gets a close-up shot (an area about the 
size of the full moon. Credit: CBA Concord 
Observatory

Moon Phases 
Date ....................Moon Rise Moon Set 
Last Quarter
August 4 ............11:46 pm*  12:38 pm
New Moon 
August 10 ..........5:16 am 6:39 pm
First Quarter
August 17 ..........12:12 pm  11:55 pm
Full Moon 
August 26 ..........7:13 pm  6:17 am**
*previous night     **next morning

Stars, cont. from pg. 14
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Kaʻū should go to “medical, for schools - for 
even bus stops. We are the poorest district in 
the poorest county in the poorest state.”

Yumi Kawano, of Volcano, said she 
wants to be “a wise and 
strong voice for Puna on 
the Community Develop-
ment Plan’s Puna Action 
Committee.” When march-
ing in the Nāʻālehu Inde-
pendence Day Parade, she 
said that the Nāʻālehu The-
atre should be renovated, 
an effort that many council 
members have made in the 
past without agreement from its owners.

Space limited. Pre-registration required: volcano-
artcenter.org or 967-8222.

Birth of Kahuku, Sat, Aug 26, 9:30-11:30am, Ka-
huku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
Explore rich geologic history of Kahuku on this 
easy-to-moderate hike that traverses the vast 1868 
lava flow, with different volcano features and for-
mations. Learn about the Hawaiian hotspot and the 
creation of Kahuku. Free. nps.gov/HAVO

HOVE Road Maintenance Corp. Meeting, Tue, 
Aug 28, 10am, 92-8979 Lehua Lane, Ocean View. 
hoveroad.com, 929-9910, gm@hoveroad.com

Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tue, Aug 28, 11:30-1pm, St. 
Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean View.

Kōkua Kupuna Project, Wed, Aug 29, 9-11am, St. 
Jude’s Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Seniors 60 
years & older encouraged to attend, ask questions, 
and inquire about services offered through Legal 
Aid Society of Hawai‘i; referral required from 
Hawai‘i County Office of Aging at 961-8626 for 

free legal services. Under 60, call 1-800-499-4302. 
More info: tahisha.despontes@legalaidhawaii.org, 
329-3910 ext. 925. legalaidhawaii.org

Ka‘ū Community Children's Council, Thu, Aug 
30, 12:30-1:30pm, Punalu‘u Bake Shop. Monthly 
meeting provides local forum for all community 
members to come together as equal partners to dis-
cuss and positively affect multiple systems’ issues 
for the benefit of all students, families, and commu-
nities. Chad Domingo, text 808-381-2584, domin-
goc1975@yahoo.com, ccco.k12.hi.us

Volcano Bay Clinic Mobile Health Unit Visit, Thu, 
Aug 30, 1-5pm, Cooper Center, Volcano Village. 
Must be Bay Clinic, Inc. patient. Medical services 
offered last Thursday of every month. Dental to 
be announced. Call 333-3600 to schedule appoint-
ment. See Cooper Center June newsletter for de-
tails. thecoopercenter.org

Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, Thu, Aug 30, 
4-6pm, Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Free com-
munity dinner for all. Additional packaged goods to 
take home for those in need. Donations and volun-

teers encouraged. 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org
Coffee Talk, Fri, Aug 31, 9:30-11am, Kahuku Park, 

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. NPS Law En-
forcement Rangers talk story about Mitigating Di-
saster in National Parks. Kaʻū coffee, tea, and pas-
tries available for purchase. Free. nps.gov/HAVO

Miloliʻi Classic - Classic Fishing Tournament 
Series, Fri-Sun, Aug 31-Sep 2, Honokohau Club 
House. All profits go towards marine conserva-
tion and youth educational programs in and around 
Miloliʻi. $300 entry fee, 4 per boat, $25 additional. 
Cash prizes $100-4,000. Qualifying weight of 50lbs. 
Grand Prize qualifies for Las Vegas Trip. Contact 
Wilfred Kaupiko, 896-6272, kalanihale@gmail.
com. Sponsored by Kalanihale, kalanihale.org.

ONGOING

Volcano Forest Runs Registration Open, online at 
volcanorainforestruns.com. Fees, 5K - $35, 10K - 
$55, 1/2 Marathon - $95. Race Day Sat, Aug 18, 
Volcano Village. No race day registration for 1/2 
Marathon. Race Director Sharron Faff, 967-8240.

5th Annual Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run Reg-
istration Open, online at webscorer.com/
register?raceid=128145, Fees, before Aug 13: 5K, 
$30/person; 10K, $40/person; and 1/2 Marathon, 
$50/person. After Aug 13: 5K, $35/person; 10K, 
$45/person; and 1/2 Marathon, $55/person. Race 
Day Sat, Sept 22, 7 a.m.; begins and ends at Ka‘ū 
Coffee Mill, kaucoffeemill.com. Event organizers: 
‘O Ka‘ū Kākou, okaukakou.org.

Harmony Educational Services, Home Based Edu-
cational Programs - Open Enrollment through Oct 
15; harmonyed.com/hawaii. Partnered with four lo-
cal public charter schools, Harmony offers benefits 
of homeschooling with resources available to public 
schools. Interested families can also contact Rayna 
Williams, rwilliams@harmonyed.com or 430-9798.

Kona Vet Center  visits to Ocean View Community 
Center suspended until further notice. Veterans call 
329-0574 for VA benefit information.
See Exercise & Meditation, and Daily & Weekly 

Events & Activities online at kaucalendar.com

Events, cont. from pg. 14

Kapela-Leslie-Creagan, cont. from pg. 1

VOTE, cont. from pg. 1 Abbett-David-Kawano, cont. from pg. 1

He has worked at the legislature on 
funding for Rat Lungworm Disease research 
and successfully banning pesticides with 
neurotoxins. Creagan advocates for a new 
teaching hospital for Kona connected to 
University of Hawaiʻi John A. Burns School 

of Medicine. He 
graduated from 
Yale University 
and University 
of Connecticut 
Medical School.

He has 
served in the 
state House 
since 2014. He 
chairs the House 
Agriculture 
Committee and 
serves on the 

committees for Education, Higher Educa-
tion, Ocean, Marine Resources & Hawaiian 
Affairs, and Public Safety.

Creagan is endorsed by the United 
Public Workers, Hawaiʻi Government Em-
ployees Association, Hawaiʻi Island Pro-
gressives, Pono Hawaiʻi Intitiative, Sierra 

Club, Hawaiʻi Firefighters Association Lo-
cal 1463, General Contractors Association 
of Hawaiʻi, Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion, and United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
& Joiners of America - Hawaiʻi.

Kapela, who grew up in Kona, is 
founder and Executive Director of UNITE 
Hawaiʻi, on Kapi-
olani Blvd. in Hono-
lulu. She describes 
the organization as 
a victim service pro-
vider for survivors of 
sexual exploitation. 
The UNITE website 
says the organization 
plans to open Palai-
kiko, “Hawaiʻi’s first 
drop-in center for 
women and children in the midst or at risk 
of being trafficked” for sexual slavery. The 
website says that Palaikiko is scheduled to 
open in 2018 to serve at least 500 youth in 
its first year of operation.

Kapela also serves on the board of 
Young Progressives Demanding Action and 
was co-director for the FAME Performing 
Arts Program from 2016-2017. She says she 

is earning a certificate in Social Justice from 
the online Harvard University extension 
program.

She advocates for a $21 an hour mini-
mum wage, diminishing the role of money 
in politics, increasing public funding for 
candidates, free access to public records, 
protecting pensions and medical benefits for 
state workers, taxing investment properties 
to help fund schools, and restricting vaca-
tion rentals to “tourist zones.” She opposes 
holding a state Constitutional Convention in 
the near future. She supports a carbon tax on 
fossil fuel, according to questions answered 
by a Civil Beat survey of candidates.

She has the following endorsements: 
Hawaiʻi State Teachers Association, ILWU, 
Hawaiʻi State AFL-CIO, and International 
Union of Operating Engineers.

Leslie, of Capt. Cook, is the retired 
owner of Flowers for Mama, which designed 
arrangements for many of the resorts on the 
Kona and Kohala Coast. Also an entertainer 
and model, he worked for Coppertone suntan 
lotion for years, and was co-owner of enter-
tainment and clothing sales establishments, 
having resided in New York, Los Angeles, 
and Honolulu before returning to Kona. 

An advocate for the LGBTQ commu-
nity, he and his late partner were one of the 
first same sex couples to marry in Hawaiʻi. 
He has run for the state House of Represen-
tatives several times. He has served in such 
leadership positions as President of the As-
sociation of Hawaiian Canoe Clubs for this 

island.
Leslie told Keola Magazine, “I think the 

number one thing is to know yourself and 
love yourself, then you can share it with oth-
ers. That is the greatest gift I can share with 
everybody. There are people in life who are 
not accepting of others and that’s their prob-
lem. Life is too good to allow yourself to be 
shut down by other people. It’s how you feel 
about yourself that is important.”

Gene Bucky Leslie, riding an anthyrium-dec-
orated convertible in the Nāʻālehu Indepen-
dence Day Parade.  Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Rep. Richard Creagan, 
walking in the Nāʻālehu 
Independence Day Parade.

Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Jeanné Kapela
Photo from 

jeannekapela.com

ernor’s race. Gov. David Ige will face five 
challengers among Democrats: U.S. Rep. 
Colleen Hanabusa, Ernest Carvalho, Wen-
dell Ka‘ehu‘ae‘a, Richard Kim, and Van 
Tanabe. Republican candidates for Governor 
are John Carroll, Ray Lheureux, and Andria 
Tupola. Non-Partisan candidates are Selina 
Blackwell, Link El, and Terrence Teruya. 
The Green Party candidate is Jim Brewer.

Ka‘ū’s representative in the U.S. Senate, 
Mazie Hirono, faces no challengers in the 
primary. Republican primary competitors 
are Thomas White, Eddie Pirkowski, Mi-
chael Hodgkiss, Robert Helsham Sr., Rocky 
Mamaka De La Fuente, Ron Curtis, George 
Berish, and Consuelo Anderson. Non-Par-
tisan candidates are Arturo Pacheco Reyes, 
Matthew Maertens, and Charles Haverty.

Ka‘ū’s representative in the U.S. House, 
Tulsi Gabbard, faces Sherry Alu Campagna 
and Anthony Austin in the primary. Republi-
can Brian Evans will run against the winner 
in the general election.

See contenders for state and county rac-
es in this newspaper.

While Robert Lindsey, Hawaiʻi Island’s elected Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of 
Trustees representative, is not up for reelection for two years, there are 15 candidates for 
the statewide at-large positions.

They are: Leinaʻala Ahu Isa, William Aila, Rowena Noelani Akana, Alvin Akina, 
Charles Kaui Jochanan Amsterdam, Faye Hanohano, Brendon Kaleiʻaina Lee, Landen 
Paikai, Kealiʻi Makekau, Makana Paris, Pohai Ryan, John Waihee IV, Marcus Bruce 
Kalai Paʻaluhi Sr., Kali Puʻuohau and Eleanor Sharsh-Davis.

Fifteen Run for OHA Seats

accomplishments listed.
Among her successful Resolutions at 

the County Council is a proposed General 
Plan amend-
ment to 
“Implement 
Ahupuaʻa 
Philosophy 
in Land Use 
Planning,” 
authorizing 
the Mayor 
to work 
with the 
state, with 
$725,000 

toward a second well for Ocean View, and 
securing $750,000 for Kahuku Park im-
provements. She also supported the bill that 
requires a permit to consume alcohol at Ka-
huku Park.

Richard Abbet, of Nāʻālehu, spoke at 
recent public meetings against the proposal 
to put the SpinLaunch space facility near 
Ocean View. “We need economic devel-

opment. We are farmers. We could grow 
hemp, we already grow weed,” he said. 
He pointed to the unique population of peo-
ple who live here. “The Hawaiians that lived 
here have lived 
here forever; the 
rest of us came 
here for a reason, 
and it’s not to be 
like the rest of 
you. This is the last 
place in the United 
States that we have 
this freedom.”

Abbett said 
that tax dollars in 

Maile David. 
Photo by Ann 

BostedRichard Abbett during a 
prior election campaign.

 Photo by Julia Neal

Yumi Kawano, walking in the 
Nāʻālehu Independence Day Pa-
rade. Photo by Geneveve Fyvie
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Nāʻālehu Independence Day: True Red, White & Blue
Independence Day rode into Nāʻālehu 

Saturday, June 30, with Kaʻū women on 
horseback representing each island. The 
Paʻu rider tradition dates back to the early 
1800s, with the introduction of horses into 
the Hawaiian Islands. Aliʻi, women of roy-
alty, enjoyed riding and wore long skirts to 
protect their legs.

In the ear-
ly 1900s the 
tradition grew 
to women rid-
ing astride in 
parades, their 
costumes 
more elegant, 
and of colors 
and lei to rep-
resent each 
Hawaiian 
island. The 
tradition re-
mains among 
Kaʻū women.

In the Nāʻālehu parade, Lorilee Lo-
renzo represented the island of Hawaiʻi, 
wearing red. Alohalyn Beck wore green 
to represent Molokaʻi. Raylyn Goveia, in 
purple, represented Kaua'i. Kaluhea Salmo 
represented Lanaʻi, wearing orange. Merle 
Beck, in gray, represented Kahoʻolawe. 
Elaine Togami represented Niʻihau, its 
color white, dresses in the color of Niʻihau 
shells. Kircia Derasin, in yellow, repre-
sented Oʻahu. Kehani Souza, in pink, rep-
resented Maui.

The parade was sponsored by ‘O Ka‘ū 
Kākou, which also hosted entertainment 

Merle Becker, in gray, repre-
sented Kahoʻolawe. 

Photo by Kehau Ke

Elaine Togami represented Niʻihau, in the 
color of Niʻihau shells. 

Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou sponsored the Independence Day Parade in Nāʻālehu. Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

NUPEPA NA‘ALEHU

and bingo at the park and community 
center.

Most Colorful Float award went to 
Nāʻālehu Methodist Church.

The Most Patriotic Float award went 
to Thy Word Ministries.

For years, Kaʻū Auto Repair has dis-
played wrecked cars in the Nāʻālehu Inde-
pendence Day Parade to remind everyone 
to avoid drinking and driving on July 4. 
This year, owner John Masters celebrated 

safe sports driving at the track 
in Hilo by displaying one of 
his race cars.

Medics and fire depart-
ment crews joined in, with 
Engine H Charlie rolling 
through.

A vegetable farm tractor 
from Pāhala pulled a float for 
state House of Representative 

candidate Raina Whiting, who walked the 
entire parade. Candidates Dru Kanuha and 
Brenda Ford, Michael Last, Rep. Richard 
Creagan, County Council member Maile 
David and Yumi Kawano also participated. 
Many community organizations brought 
out their patriotic enthusiasm for the pa-
rade, including Ha-
waiian Civic Club.

American Flag 
Society urged every-
one to “Support Our 
Troops.”

The Buddhist 
church, Nāʻālehu 
Hongwanji, proudly 
flew the stars and 
stripes.

Kaʻū Multicul-
tural Society walked 
and rolled during the 

Paʻu Rider Lori-Lee Lorenzo represented the 
island of Hawaiʻi, wearing red. 

Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

The Most Patriotic Float, entered by Thy Word Ministries. 
Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

The County Marching Band is a regular at Nāʻālehu's Independence Day Parade, and did not 
disappoint this year.  Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Most Colorful Float award went to Nāʻālehu Methodist Church at 
the Independence Day Parade.  Photo by Richard Taylor

Parade. The group hosted a pig hunt with 
weigh-in on Saturday, July 21; see story on 
page 9.

Bagpipes sounded out for the Indepen-
dence Day Parade.
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NA‘ALEHU
More Options for Nāʻālehu Wastewater Treatment, Extension Granted

More options for Nāʻālehu Wastewater 
Treatment Site are under study by the Coun-

ty of Hawaiʻi. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency gave the county an extension to 
consider sites additional to the one next to 
Nāʻālehu School, which met opposition at 

community meetings. Sites under consider-
ation include two mauka of Hwy 11 owned 

by Royal Hawaiian Coffee & Tea, the compa-
ny that also owns Kaʻū Valley Farms. How-
ever, the site would require the extra cost 
of pumping effluent uphill to the property. 

Site 30 is under consideration for the new Nāʻālehu Wastewater Treatment Plant. Site 29 is next to the school which 
drew opposition, and sites 31 and 32 would require pumping the effluent uphill.  Map from County of Hawaiʻi

Another site under consideration is makai 
of the town, below the rodeo grounds on 

Kaʻū Mahi land, 
between the village 
and the communica-
tions tower.

The county is 
required to build a 
new treatment sys-
tem to replace old 
gang cesspools in 
Nāʻālehu, which 
are illegal. The 
county took over 
the cesspools for 
old sugar planta-
tion housing after 
the sugar plantation 
left Kaʻū. However, 
it would face fines 
if it doesn’t shut 
down the cesspools. 
In a letter to the EPA, 
county Environmen-
tal Management 
Director William 
Kucharski asked for 

more time to purchase an appropriate site, 
extending the deadline from June 27 of this 
year to June 20, 2020. The EPA gave the 
permission.

Kucharski wrote that the ex-
tension is needed to complete En-
vironmental Assessments and/or  
Environmental Impact Statements before 
acquiring the site. He noted that the county 
considered 32 locations. Regarding prop-
erty next to the school, he said, opposition 
to that location became apparent at commu-
nity meetings and interviews and two of the 
four owners chose not to sell the property. 
”While it was reported that there was gen-
eral agreement with the treatment tech-
nology, there was also community oppo-
sition to the proposed site for the Waste 
Water Treatment Plant,” wrote Kucharski. 
According to the letter, the county is mov-
ing to determine the feasibility of at least 
one of the newly considered properties - re-
portedly, the one below the rodeo grounds. 
The evaluation includes geotechnical bor-
ings, a drainage study, and Phase 1 Envi-
ronmental Site Assessment.

the answers given.
Some residents asked which way they 

should drive if they have to escape. Answers 
included that there are more services for 
people in Hilo than Kaʻū, and that decisions 
could depend on the direction the surge and 
the wind. It was noted that the caldera walls 
are lower on the Kaʻū side than the Hilo 
side, so the surge could move farther in the 
Kaʻū direction.

At the Pāhala meeting called by Coun-
ty Council member Maile David, Merrick 
Nishimoto, Deputy Director of Hawaiʻi 
County Public Works, talked about continu-
ing damage to Hwy 11 near the entrance of 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. He said 
the road is failing as the regular earthquakes 
change the landscape. He said the state, 
county, and federal government are doing 
all they can to keep it open for as long as 
they can.

Nishimoto talked about a possible emer-
gency-only route, running parallel to Hwy 
11, starting from the intersection of Hwy 
11 and the road to Volcano Golf Course. 
He said government could use the land in 
an emergency, but would have to acquire 
property from its owners to make a perma-
nent bypass. The land is mostly owned by 
Kamehameha Schools. He understands that 
if Hwy 11 were blocked, people from Kaʻū 

who work in Hilo would have to travel to 
Kona and over Saddle Road. “That’s not 
normal life,” he said, adding the county and 
the mayor are trying to do everything they 
can to keep normalcy during this time of 
volcanic eruption, and that it takes a lot of 
money and effort.

A state Department of Transportation 
representative said DOT’s research branch 
has come up with innovative approaches to 
repair the road, such as using geo-textiles 
under the pavement to give it more strength. 

Gary Domondon, a Pāhala resident who 
works for the county, said he saw a 6 foot 
by 12 foot sinkhole in Hwy 11. He said the 
road is deteriorating because of the crater 
dropping. He suggested an alternative route 
that could travel along old Volcano Hwy to 
help keep Kaʻū from being isolated. Nishi-
moto said the county welcomes community 
suggestions.

County Managing Director Wil Okabe 
talked about the almost daily earthquakes 
that measure 5.3 and stronger in Volcano. 
He said there had been 55 of them, at the 
time of the meeting, remarking, “It has to 
be a nightmare every single night.” Okabe 
reported that Mayor Harry Kim’s “main 
goal is safety,” while trying to bring back 
normalcy to everyone’s lives as the volcano 
continues to be active.

Eruption, cont. from pg. 11

Eruption, cont. on pg. 21
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KAHUKU TO MILOLI‘I
Murder Suspect Killed at South Point, Why Was He Out on Bail?

The man witnessed murdering a 
Hawaiʻi County Police Officer should not 
have been out on bail, says County Prosecu-
tor Mitch Roth. Roth told news reporters that 

Justin Joshua Waiki 
shot and killed Offi-
cer Bronson Kaililoa 
on July 17 during a 
Mountain View traf-
fic stop. Waiki was 
out on $7,000 bail. 
He had been ex-
tradited to Hawaiʻi 
from Las Vegas on 
outstanding war-
rants. Waiki’s record 

shows 37 arrests and 16 convictions.
Police shot and killed the 33-year old 

Waiki on July 20 near South Point, after he 
opened fire and shot another police officer 
during a traffic check designed to hunt him 
down. During the traffic check, police found 
Waiki hidden under a blanket, from which 
he emerged to open fire with a stolen .38 
handgun. Sgt. Bryan Tina, a 12-year veteran 
Police Response Team sergeant, wearing a 
bullet proof vest, is recovering from chest 
and arm wounds. A woman inside the Toy-
ota 4-Runner where Waiki was hiding suf-
fered a bullet wound and broken thigh bone 
during the crossfire, and was taken to Hilo 
Hospital. Police arrested three companions 

in the car. On July 22, all three were charged 
with hindering prosecution first degree, ac-
complice to attempted first 
degree murder, and accom-
plice to illegally carrying a 
revolver. If convicted, they 
could spend the rest of their 
lives in prison.

They are: Hilo residents 
Jorge Allen Pagan-Torres, 
35, and Malia Kaalaneo 
Lajala, 30; and Kamuela 
resident Krystle Lynn Fer-
reira, 29.

Roth said the prosecut-
ing attorney’s office argued against releas-
ing Waiki into the community after he was 
flown back to Hawaiʻi. However, said Roth, 
the pressure of overcrowded jails and pris-
ons is creating more leniency. He told KITV 
news, “We don’t have enough jail space, so 
every time we’re putting people in we’re 
kicking people out. What I’ve seen is the 
legislature has been trying to fix a lot of 
these problems by making crimes less seri-
ous by reducing bail. It’s problematic when 
people like him get out and can commit 
more crimes.”

Police Major Robert Wagner told KITV 
news, “We don’t want people that are crimi-

nals to be out of jail at all, 
but we deal with it all the 
time. Why is he out of jail 
is really a common question 
that we have.”

Roth said the prison 
system needs an upgrade, 
so those recommending 
and handing down sen-
tences feel comfortable put-
ting convicted criminals in 
Hawaiʻi’s jails for the ap-

propriate amount of time. He 
noted that the Hilo jail was built for 200 but 
houses 400.

Police are looking for leads on any-
one who may have housed, transported, or 
otherwise protected Waiki during the man-
hunt. Contact Detective Jerome Manuel at 
326-4645, ext. 262 or at Jerome.Manuel@
hawaiicounty.gov.

The public is invited to Memorial Ser-
vices for Officer Bronson Kaliloa at Ah-
fook-Chinen Civic Auditorium in Hilo on 
Saturday, Aug. 4. He is survived by a wife 
and three young children.

County Prosecutor 
Mitch Ross

Fallen Officer Bronson Kaliloa

Harmony Educational Services organiz-
ers in Ka‘ū are hoping for enough enrollment 
by October 15 to open an Ocean View site 
for Option Days. Harmony 
is a service provider for 
online public school part-
nerships available to Ka‘ū 
students, and offers cur-
riculum for K-12. The Op-
tion Days location would 
be Ocean View Commu-
nity Center, should enough 
students sign up. Free par-
ticipation in the Harmony 
Hawai‘i program requires 
enrollment with a Harmo-
ny partner public school.

Families can sign up for Harmony ser-
vices online at harmonyed.com, enrolling 
students at local schools partnered with Har-
mony: Kua O Ka Lā Public Charter School, 

Laupāhoehoe Community Public Charter 
School, and Kanu o ka ‘Āina. Harmony 
serves more than 500 students in the state.

Harmony Education-
al Services Mentor Ranya 
Williams said the tuition-
free program offers re-
sources, curriculum, men-
toring, and more. Families 
are eligible to receive a 
yearly educational allow-
ance, $250-$1,000, to pur-
chase supplies or pay for 
classes. Parents also pay 
for additional supportive 
materials for schooling. 
To enroll, visit har-

monyed.com/hawaii. Contact Williams at 
808-430-9798 or rwilliams@harmonyed.
com for more information.

Keiki in Harmony Education pro-
grams socialize with activities like 
making giant bubbles, homemade 
paper and Lego creations during Op-
tions Days. Photo by Frank Cordes

Harmony Education is Open
for Enrollment, OV is Hopeful
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Kaʻū’s Sen. Josh Green leads in Polls in Lt. Governor Race 
Sen. Josh Green, who began his career 

in Kaʻū as an emergency room doctor at 
Kaʻū Hospital, is lead-
ing in the race for Lieu-
tenant Governor, ac-
cording to recent polls. 

Green, who used 
to live at the A-Frame 
house at Punaluʻu Black 
Sand Beach, first ran for 
the state House of Rep-
resentatives in 2004. 
He served from 2005 to 
2009, when he became 
a state Senator. He rep-
resents District Three 
from Honuʻapo through 
Nāʻālehu, South Point, 
Ocean View, and Kona 

through the Kohala Coast. His decision to 
run for Lt. Governor meant that he could not 

continue as a Senator in 
2019.

Green, a Democrat, 
is 48 years old; born in 
Kingston, New York, 
and grew up in Pitts-
burgh, PA. He graduated 
from Swarthmore, a col-
lege originally founded 
by Quakers, and earned 
his medical degree from 
Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity. He practices 
emergency medicine 
at Kohala Hospital and 
volunteers in medical 
causes such as treatment 

of homeless people.
Green led the successful campaign to 

raise the age for obtaining tobacco products 
and electronic cigarettes to 21 years of age, 
and Hawaiʻi became the first state to do so. 
He succeeded in passing Luke’s law, which 
mandates health insurance companies to 
cover autism. He advocates for medical 
prescriptions, for housing for the homeless, 
and led the cause to provide every child in 
Hawaiʻi with healthcare.

Green said that the Lt. Governor’s po-
sition would give him a fighting chance to 
protect Medicare and Social Security for 
kupuna, and to block Pres. Donald Trump’s 
efforts to strip millions of their 
healthcare and end protec-
tions for pre-existing condi-
tions. Green describes health 
care as “a basic human right.” 
He advocates for a $15 mini-
mum wage and equal pay for 
women. He has won numerous 
awards as legislator of the year 
from health care organizations.

Green is married to Jaime 

Ushiroda, from Kaneohe. They are raising 
daughter Maia and son Sam.

Green is running in a crowded field. 
Democrat candidates are: Kauaʻi Mayor 
Bernard Carvalho, state Sen. Will Espero, 
former state Board of Education member 
Kim Coco Iwamoto, and state Sen. Jill 
Tokuda. Republican candidates are busi-
nesswoman Marissa Kerns, businessman 
Steve Lipscomb, and Research Assistant 
Jeremy Low. Green Party candidate is re-
tired city parks director Renee Ing. Two 
Nonpartisan candidates are bank manager 
Ernest Magaoay and auto salesman Paul 
Robotti.

Sen. Josh Green, running for Lieutenant 
Governor, served as a doctor in Kaʻū.

Eruption, cont. from pg. 19 Kanuha-Ford, cont. from pg. 10
She said as a state Senator, she will work 
with people on the County Council where 
she served, and people in the state Senate 
and House, even on controversial issues, 
even if it takes some time. She pointed to 
her track record. “All the different islands 
are facing the exact same problems; not one 
of us is an island in and of itself. We have 
to work together,” she said. Ford stated that 
she has proven herself when serving on the 
County Council.

Okabe also talked about the islandwide 
impact of the volcano on communities, espe-
cially their economies. He said that the vol-
cano has directly physically impacted about 
2 percent of the island, but through media 
sensationalizing the event, people interna-
tionally perceive the volcano affecting the 
whole island, sending tourism into a slump.

Rep. Richard Onishi said a recent cau-
cus at the legislature was held to brief its 
members on the crisis here. He said the state 
stands ready to help. He said he has been in 
touch with the administrator of Kaʻū Hospi-
tal, and reminded the community that the late 
Rep. Robert Herkes worked for the hospital 
to be air conditioned and sealed. He said last 
month the hospital received six months of air 
treatment filters that will keep out any ash.

Onishi also vowed to help Kaʻū High & 
Elementary School with air quality, saying, 
“We are preparing the school to be safe.” 
He talked about additional air conditioners 
and fans, and said the Department of Edu-
cation sent a team to the school to make an 
assessment.

The Civil Defense Administrator said 
Eruption, cont. on pg. 23
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all participants, volunteers, and spec-
tators. All participants are respon-
sible for knowing their race route. 
To register online and for more infor-
mation, maps, FAQ's and volunteer-
ing: volcanorainforestruns.com. Call 
808-967-8240

KA PEPA VOLCANO

Shake, Rattle, cont. from pg. 7

The finish line for the Rain Forest 
Runs in Volcano.  Photo from VRFR

Volcano Village Celebrates July 4 with Parade & Gathering
The Volcano Vil-

lage Fourth of July Pa-
rade marched and rolled 
along Old Volcano Hwy 
and Wright Road to a 
celebration at Cooper 
Center. A 5.4 ground 
shaking failed to stop 
the Independence Day 
revelry.

Hawaiʻi County 
Band played patriotic 
songs. Lady Liberty 
carried the torch. Vol-
cano School of the Arts 
& Sciences students 
strolled with parents, 
teachers and staffs. Bay 
Clinic showed off its health and dental van, 
now serving Volcano at Cooper Center. Vol-

cano Village Church and the Hare Krishnas 
sang their praises. Volcano Fire Depart-
ment, Volcano CERT, Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park with its endangered species 
costumes, and Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks 
joined the throng. Kīlauea Drama & 
Entertainment Network promoted its 
new play Oliver! in the parade and 
during the celebration at Cooper Cen-
ter. A Native American organization 
participated.

Dogs with their owners, and 
dogs cared for by adoption agen-
cies, walked in the parade. Rainbow 

Friends and Hui Pono ani-
mal sanctuaries showed 
off dogs available to new 
homes, including some lost 
in the volcanic devastation 
in Puna.

Businesses, including 
H2Ola Water Hauling and 
Don’s Towing, joined the 
parade, along with classic 
trucks and cars.

From Kaʻū came the 
Miss Kaʻū Coffee Court and 
students attending Science 
Camps of America.

Candidates for office 
participated, including con-
tender for state House of 

Representatives Raina Whiting with a trac-
tor leading her group, and County Council 
member Maile Medeiros David.

Rotary Club put on its traditional an-
nual feed at Cooper Center, where celebra-
tions continued.

Dogs with their owners, and dogs cared 
for by adoption agencies, joined the July 4       
parade in Volcano. Photo by Janice Wei

Earl Stokes and Lois Stokes served as Grand Marshals of the Volcano Village Fourth 
of July parade, escorted by drivers Vicky and Jesse Arthur. Photo from Cooper Center

Hawaiʻi County Band and a Color Guard 
join the July 4 parade. 

Photo from Cooper Center

Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park sported costumes of         
endangered species, including Hawaiian butterflies and 
bats.  Photo by Janice Wei
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Eruption, cont. from pg. 21
that in the worst case scenario, Kaʻū could 
be isolated if the road were cut off by a larger 
volcano event - a big earthquake or eruption. 
He urged people to be prepared for this slight 
possibility and short term isolation. He said 
residents should store 14 days of supplies. 
When a speaker from the public asked about 
food, the Civil Defense Administrator said 
that in Kaʻū, “The mountains and the ocean 
are your refrigerator.” He followed up to say 
a FEMA trailer with supplies is located in 
Kaʻū.

Ron Ebert, the Pāhala volunteer fire 
chief, said that if people were to attempt to 
drive toward Kona, should there be a vol-
canic event at the same time as heavy rain, 
Kāwā Flats could be flooded. The DOT rep-
resentative said that elevating the road at 
Kāwā Flats is now a higher priority.

Joan Obra, of Rusty’s Hawaiian Coffee, 
asked whether the drinking water in Pāhala 
would be safe. The Civil Defense Adminis-
trator said that it would be drinkable as long 
as it is contained, which would likely be the 
case with the water well, tank, and distribu-
tion pipes in Pāhala. She asked how long 
people might have to stay in place if a large 
ash fall occurred. Magno replied it could 
take several days to settle, and that people 
should stay in their homes or the gym, which 
is an emergency shelter.

Obra asked the scientists about the dam-
age caused by ash falling onto the coffee 
orchards in Kaʻū. They said that acidic ash 
falling on a coffee tree leaf could kill the leaf. 
A high volume of ash building up on coffee 

tree leaves could block sunlight and also kill 
the coffee tree. They said that the ash that 
fell on Kaʻū in May, however, was far less 
than the ash that fell in the 1924 eruption.

Obra also asked USGS scientists wheth-
er Kīlauea volcano may be transitioning into 
a long period of explosive eruptions. They 
said there is no evidence that it has entered 
such a long term phase.

At the Volcano Village meeting, the 
HVO chief scientist, along with colleagues 
Jim Swanson and Lyle Anderson, presented 
an evaluation. They  said that HVO predicts 

continued caving-in of walls and subsid-
ence of Kīlaeua Caldera and widening of 
Halemaʻumaʻu Crater, where the lava lake 
is gone and lava storage chambers have lost 
much of their content, which moved into 
lower Puna, where lava flows into the ocean.

As of press time, reports USGS HVO, 
the collapse events at Kīlaeua’s summit, gen-
erating localized earthquakes usually in the 
5.1-5.4 range, are happening at almost daily 
intervals. These eruptive collapses cause a 
surge in the Lower East Rift Zone, which 
frequently causes lava flowing from Fissure 

8 into the perched lava channel to overflow, 
and threaten areas not yet covered in lava. 
The lava continues to flow from Fissure 8, 
about 8.7 miles, to the ocean, along about 2.3 
miles of potential ocean entry areas, mostly 
emerging near where Ahalanui Warm Ponds 
once were.

Whether history is an indicator of what 
will happen next at Kīlauea is unclear, the 
scientists said. Collapse events in the floor 
of Kīlauea Caldera and Halemaʻumaʻu wit-
nessed recently also happened in the 1500s 
and 1600s, until 1790s, when the volcano 
emitted a pyroclastic surge and huge ash 
fall. The famous Footprints Trail in the Kaʻū 
Desert is evidence of the 1790s explosive 
eruptions. Those were much larger volca-
nic events than have happened since May, 
when Kīlaeua Crater began to change. See 
the March 1, 2017, Kaʻū News Briefs at 
kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com.

See the report: Volcanic Hazard at the 
Summit of Kīlauea, June 29, 2018 Update, at 
volcanoes.usgs.gov/vsc/file_mngr/file-184/
Summit%20scenarios_7-5-18.pdf.

Read: Preliminary Analysis of the on-
going Lower East Rift Zone eruption of 
Kīlauea Volcano: Fissure 8 Prognosis and 
Ongoing Hazards, at volcanoes.usgs.gov/
vsc/file_mngr/file-185/USGS%20Pre-
liminary%20Analysis_LERZ%20July%20
15%202018.pdf.

See more detail on the reports, with 
more links, including the Na Leo TV record-
ing of the Volcano community meeting, and 
recent updates at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.
com.

The lava lake is gone, along with SO2 that no longer drifts into surrounding communities. 
USGS photo



Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com


