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Miranda Farms Top Kaʻū Coffee, Local Growers Score High

?

The first Experience Volcano Festival 
brought crowds and a boost of continuing 
revitalization to Volcano Village July 27 
and 28. Never giving up, the residents and 
businesses of the Volcano Village gateway 
community to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park want the place known for more than 
its proximity to the now-gone lava lake 
at Halemaʻumaʻu. Despite the tough eco-
nomic times brought on by last year's erup-
tion, when there were air quality concerns 
and constant earthquakes, the community 
pulled together to invite visitors to come 
back and see Volcano through the eyes of 
the people who live there.

Saturday and Sunday showed off the 
eclectic and creative community's tal-
ents, from one end of the village to the 
other. Art, food, music, and performances 

First ̒ Ōhiʻa Lehua Takes 
Off Running for Volcano

Miranda Farms took top Kaʻū Coffee at the 
Hawaiʻi Coffee Association Statewide Cupping Con-
test. Jose, Berta, and Miss Kaʻū Coffee 2015 Maria 
Miranda accepted the award on Saturday, July 28 at 
the annual HCA Convention, this year held on Oʻahu. 
Miranda Farms also took fifth statewide, while R&G 
Farms, owned by Gloria Camba and Rogelio Aquino, 
took ninth statewide.

In the scoring for the Kaʻū Coffee Region, Mi-
randa Farms placed first, with 84.753 for its naturally 
processed Yellow Caturra. R&G took second, with its 
fully washed Typica variety and a score of 84.213. In 
third for Kaʻū was H&H Farm, LLC, with its pulped Coffee, pg. 2

A peaceful ceremony over the first weekend of protestation against the Thirty Meter Telescope preceded a non-violent blockade of Maunakea Access 
Road, leading to 38 arrests, mostly kūpuna. The Puʻuhonua O Puʻuhuluhulu encampment drew thousands of supporters.

Photo by Manu Yahna, Volcano School of Arts & Sciences

Experience Volcano Launches New Era for Visitors

Peaceful Solution Sought for Maunakea

natural Bourbon variety, and a score of 83.910.
The Kaʻū Coffees scored close to the statewide 

winners. In first statewide was Greenwell Farms, of 
Kona, with its fully washed Geisha beans and a score 
of 85.280. In second statewide was Kona Rainforest 
LLC, with its naturally processed Typica beans, scor-
ing 85.177. In third was Hula Daddy, of Kona, with 
its naturally processed Mokka variety and a score of 
84.787.

Numerous Kaʻū Coffee farms scored more than 
80 points, considered the standard for highly prized 
specialty coffee. In addition to the winning Kaʻū entry, 

Jose and 
Berta 
Miranda win 
top coffee for 
Kaʻū, with 
Gloria 
Camba (r) 
taking second 
for her R&G 
Coffee 
grown with 
Rogelio 
Aquino. 
Photo by 
Maria Mi-
randa

Experience Volcano, pg. 3

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, pg. 2

A fine mist cooled off runners during 
the inaugural Volcano's ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Half 
Marathon & 5K in Volcano Village on Sat-
urday, July 27. The races, with the start and 
finish line at The Volcano School of Arts & 
Sciences also included two levels of keiki 
dash for those ten and under – who didn't 
want to race with the adults.

The Half Marathon recorded 119 par-
ticipants, the 5K 107. The youngest 5K en-
trant was 6; the youngest finisher, 8 year 
old Maya Limmolt. The youngest Half 
Marathoner to finish was 14 year old Park-
er Smith.

Keiki Dashes for 6 and under, and 7 to 
10, livened up the VSAS campus.

Race Director Keely McGhee, Orga-
nizer Kelly Muragin, and Course Manager 
Nick Muragin, all of Hawaiʻi Island Rac-
ers, devoted their time to the new race to 
fill the gap left by Volcano Rain Forest 
Runs ending after nine years. The race also 
helps to raise money to save ʻŌhiʻa forests.

Said Kelly Muragin, "It certainly was 

The occupation of the Maunakea Access Road by Protectors of Maunakea continued into the last week of July, with Mayor 
Harry Kim attempting to broker access to the summit for the public, telescope operations staff, and stargazing businesses, while 
keeping the peace with opponents to the Thirty Meter Telescope. The TMT faces opposition from a group of people attempting 
to protect the Mauanakea summit from additional 
telescope construction. TMT would be the larg-
est on the planet, some 13 stories above ground 
and five stories underground. The telescope would 
cover 1.44 acres in a complex spanning five acres. 
It would look deeper into space than any telescope 
previously built by mankind.

Opponents call the massive size of TMT a 
desecration of Maunakea, which they call a sa-
cred place. Proponents of TMT call it a quest for 
knowledge.

After a decade of legal challenges, the 
Hawaiʻi Supreme Court ok'd the TMT construc-
tion. On the planned opening day of construction, 
July 15, Protectors took their stand, setting up an 
encampment called Puʻuhonua O Puʻuhuluhulu 
and blocking Maunakea Access Road. On Tues-
day, July 16, 38 Protectors, most of them kūpuna, 
blocking the road peacefully, submitted to being 
arrested and released. Their court date is 

Protectors of Mauna Kea fly flags and signs in Ocean View, above, 
and in Nāʻālehu, against building the Thirty Meter Telescope.

Photo by Yvette Slack

Kekuhe Kanahele at Puʻuhonua O Puʻuhuluhulu, offering hula.
Photo by Kaweni Māsaniai-Ibarra

Law enforcement vehicles and the state flag, inverted, at Maunakea Access Road, where a 
peaceful gathering opposes the Thirty Meter Telescope. Photo by Kaweni Māsaniai-Ibarra

Maunakea, pg. 6
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Coffee, from pg. 1
Miranda submitted a pulped natural Typ-
ica that scored 83.785. In addition to the 
second place winner in the Kaʻū category, 
R&G submitted a fully washed Typica for 
a score of 83.375. In addition to its third 
place win, H&H Coffee Farm LLC submit-
ted a pulped natural Typica variety for a 
score of 83.815 and a pulped natural Bour-
bon/Typica mix for a score of 83.470.

Kaʻū Mountain Farm, owned by 
Dennis Albert and managed by Ruslan 
Kuznetsov and Alla Kostenko, submitted 
a fully washed Typica that earned a score 
of 83.69; a pulped, natural Catuai with a 
score of 83.530; and a fully washed Typ-
ica, scoring 83.125. Willie and Grace Ta-
bios submitted their Rising Sun entry of 

fully washed Bourbon/Typica mix to score 
83.440. Leo Norberte's JN Farms submit-
ted a fully washed Typica for a score of 
83.035. FL Farm, founded by the late Fan-
ny Lilly, submitted a fully washed Typica/
Caturra for a score of 83.00.

Silver Cloud Coffee Farm, owned by 
Myles Mayne, submitted a fully washed 
Catuai for a score of 82.880 and a fully 
washed Caturra/Typica for a score of 
82.750. Kaʻū Valley Farms entered a 
pulped natural Red Bourbon for a score 
of 82.810. Aroma Coffee Farm, owned by 
Amelia Biason, submitted a fully washed 
mixed variety for a score of 82.690. Ed 
Olson's Kaʻū Coffee Mill, LLC, entered a 
fully washed Typica for a score of 82.560. 
Manuel Marques' Hokulele Coffee Co. 
submitted a fully washed Typica/Caturra/
Catuai for a score of 82.250.

See all the coffee entries statewide that 
scored 80 and over at hawaiicoffeeassoc.org/
resources/Cupping/2019/Results/2019-HCA-

Miss Kaʻū Coffee 2015 Maria Miranda (r) at the
new Miranda Farms Coffee outlet, open to the
public on Hwy 11 near Kahuku. 

Photo from Miranda Farms

Affordable, re-approved modular 
homes will soon be available from HPM 
Building Supply outlets around the island. 
HPM announced in July that it is devel-
oping a new line of pre-approved, permit-
table, expandable homes. The HalePlus 
one-bedroom home will be available in 
2020 for under $100,000, including basic 
home construction costs. It can be "easily 
expanded after initial construction with 
additional bedrooms, home offices, ex-
panded kitchens, and more," said a state-
ment from HPM.

HPM is partnering with nonprofit 
Hope Services to provide 12 modified Ha-
lePlus studio units at reduced cost to build 
a low-income kūpuna housing community 
in Pāhoa, next to the micro-shelters con-
structed last year for lava evacuees.

Factory-built at HPM in Keaʻau, 
a HalePlus one-bedroom could save a 
homebuilder up to 40 percent compared 
with the traditional building process. The 
homes will be delivered to the homebuyer 
within three months of the manufacturing 
start date. A unique feature is that they can 
be detached from the permanent footing 
and moved to another location intact, un-
like standard pre-fabricated homes. Add-
on modules can be built up front or after 
initial construction.

Jason Fujimoto, president, CEO and 

fifth-generation owner of HPM Building 
Supply, said, "So many residents and fam-
ilies dream of having a home of their own 
but are faced with Hawaiʻi's high cost of 
living. Especially 
after the Kīlauea 
volcano eruption 
last year, we wanted 
to do more to help 
our community and 
put homeowner-
ship within reach of 
more people. The 
future of housing 
in Hawaiʻi depends on speed, flexibility 
and affordability. We put our nearly 100 
years of home experience and understand-
ing of local family needs into developing 
HalePlus.

"The beauty of the HalePlus modular 

housing solution is that it can be modified 
for whatever the community needs. It's 
the right size and price for a young family 
starting out or for retirees who are down-

sizing. It can be ex-
panded over time as 
a family grows. And 
it provides a County 
of Hawaiʻi pre-ap-
proved, permittable, 
and high-quality op-
tion for developers, 
companies and gov-
ernment agencies 

seeking scalability and cost-effectiveness. 
We truly appreciate the partnership of the 
County of Hawaiʻi for their openness to 
explore innovative housing solutions in

our community in partnership with 
the construction industry."

HPM to Offer the Affordable, Expandable, Moveable HalePlus
Gilbert Aguinaldo of Pacific Rim 

Construction is collaborating on the 
project with HPM Building Supply. Said 
Aguinaldo, "After the devastation of last 
year's lava flow, and the impact I saw on 
friends, neighbors and our community, I 
wanted to make sure our solution provid-
ed mobility. With a little notice and a little 
work, these homes and their contents can 
be detached from their permanent footing 
and moved out of harm's way."

Brandee Menino, Hope Services 
CEO, said, "The lack of affordable hous-
ing is the greatest obstacle to ending 
homelessness on Hawaiʻi Island. We're 
excited to work with HPM to make

housing more accessible to members 
of our community."

Learn more about HalePlus at hpm-
hawaii.com/haleplus.

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, from pg. 1

HalePlus home examples.               Photo from HPM

a grass roots race in Volcano Village, be-
ing an inaugural event. After the race, 
many runners approached us and said they 
were grateful for us bringing the 'Big Is-
land Running ʻOhana' together in Volcano 
and keeping running alive there. A lot also 

said they will definitely return next year, 
the event started on time, very organized, 
and ended early as well. No long waits for 
awards, etc."

She said Grant Matsushige contacted 
her to say the Kaʻū aid station "was an 
awesome group. They had to direct traffic 

BOTH ways and they did a fantastic job! 
Super helpful to the runners. They also 
went out of their way to go beyond their 
aid station area to sweep for cups after the 
event."

Said Nick Muragin, "Being that I was 
ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, pg. 3

Cupping-Results-80Plus.pdf.
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KA PEPA PAHALA
Kaʻū Coffee Farm Worker Childcare Will Soon Be Available

supplies for up to 15 
keiki for now, and 
many more in the fu-
ture. Diaz said she is 
encouraged by Dan-
iel Goya, Pa Kaʻalana 
Program Manager with 
Partners in Develop-
ment, which also pro-
vides Tūtū & Me early 
education in Kaʻū. 
She said help is com-
ing from Kohala Cen-
ter, with its Rural and 
Cooperative Business 
Development Special-
ist Teresa Young, who 
attended the meeting. 
Also showing support 
is Glen Sako, agricul-

tural specialist with county Office of Eco-
nomic Development, and Laura Noonan, 

Director of First to Work at the Vocational 
and Rehabilitation Center in Kona, said 
Diaz.

Kaʻū coffee farmer Lorie Obra, who 
supports the effort, said she has been re-
lying on Marshallese coffee workers for 
years. John Ah San, President of the Pale-
hua ʻOhana Farmers Cooperative, said that 
more Kaʻū Coffee farmers are relying on 
the Marshallese now that Latin American 
coffee pickers have become more nervous 
about flying to Hawaiʻi, worried that they 
could be caught up in some kind of immi-
gration sting and arrested or deported, even 
though they believe their papers are in order. 
Ah San also explained that the challenge 
for Marshallese workers is that the labor 
department looks down on anyone bring-
ing their children to the workplace and that 
the Marshallese like to come to work as 
one big family. He said the childcare center 
will help to create more coffee jobs for the 

Marshallese, who would drop off their chil-
dren before work. Many of the Marshallese 
workers live in Kaʻū and can freely travel 
between the U.S. and the Marshall Islands. 
Diaz said that the Keiki O Palehua ʻOhana 
Program is looking for an electrician 
to hang two ceiling fans at the child-
care center, for some kind of food ser-
vice for the keiki, and other donations. 
A grand opening is planned for Aug. 10. 
Call Diaz at 928-8188 or 408-306-5596.

Progress in estab-
lishing childcare of 
Kaʻū coffee farm work-
ers was reported at two 
meetings of farmers 
and other supporters 
of the effort, in July. 
With the increasing 
employment of mem-
bers of Kaʻū's Marshal-
lese community to pick 
Kaʻū Coffee, organiz-
ers in the coffee pro-
ducing community, led 
by Laura Diaz, have 
established a nonprofit 
organization called 
the Keiki O Palehua 
ʻOhana Program. The 
group has also com-
pleted renovations of a room in the Pāhala 
Hongwanji Schoolhouse, with educational 

Marshallese community members will soon 
have a place for their children as they work in 
the fields.  Photo by Maria Miranda

Marshallese coffee pickers have traditionally been 
paid by the pound or bag, so they could take their 
time in the Kaʻū coffee fields, alternating between 
childcare and work.  Photo by Julia Neal

Starting Aug. 1, 
Pāhala Transfer Station is 
open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri-
days, Sundays, and Tues-
days. The fourth day, Sat-
urday, is eliminated, say 
county officials, because 
the volume of refuse is 
smaller in Pāhala than at 
transfer stations operating 
four or more days.

The Waiʻōhinu trans-
fer station remains open 
seven days a week, 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Ocean View is 
open 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturdays only. Volcano 
is open Monday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday, 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Miloliʻi is open 
seven days a week, sun-
rise to sunset.

New Hours at 
Pāhala Transfer

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, from pg. 2
spanned the whole of the Volcano Village 
area, from Akatsuka Orchid Gardens to 
Volcano Winery, with a concentration of 
activities in the heart of the historic village.

Restaurants – like ʻŌhelo Café, 
Lava Rock Café, Aunty 
Pon's Thia Food Truck, 
Kīlauea Lodge, Café 
Ono, Lava Lounge, 
Chicken N' Ribs at Vol-
cano Art Center, and Tuk 
Tuk Thai Food Truck – 
featured special menus.

A variety of musi-
cal performances were 
offered: Lauren Elle 
Broido, Veronica Rose, 
The Brown Boys, Maka-
na Kamahele, William 
Kauhane, Grand Slam 
Band, Lito Arkangel, 
Loyd Longakit & Doug 
Espejo, Randy Lorenzo, Loren & Lauren, 
Keoki Kahumoku, Ola Tripp Jr., and Ru-
pert Tripp Jr.

Keiki could enjoy Kids Activity Cor-
ner and Keiki & ̒ Ohana Time Activities, as 

well as Lili Farm House Petting Zoo.
Hawaiian culture activities include an 

opening ʻoli, chant, both days at 9 a.m., 
ʻukulele lessons, hula performances, and 
lei making.

Winery and orchid tours were of-
fered each day. 
Those who 
came to visit 
Volcano Gar-
den Arts could 
get their hands 
dirty with 
make-and-take 
projects. Vol-
cano Art Cen-
ter's Niʻaulani 
Campus fea-
tured art dem-
onstrations all 
day, both days. 
Workshops and 
demonstrations 

focused on tea, quilting, ceramics, pot-
tery, orchids, batik, bonsai, raku, wine, and 
more. Walks to learn about Volcano Vil-
lage's Historic Homes or the surrounding 
rainforest were open to all.

Experience Volcano, from pg. 1
on the course most of the time, I can't say 
enough about the volunteers and the posi-
tive vibes they put out. Wouldn't pull it off 
without them. I 
saw lot of smiles 
all during the race. 
The businesses 
were also happy 
we brought so 
many to the town 
for the weekend."

McGhee said, 
"The inaugural 
Volcano's ʻŌhiʻa 
Lehua Runs was 
well received 
by runners and locals alike. Our group, 
Hawaiʻi Island Racers had a blast organiz-
ing this event and cannot wait to be back 
next year. We are so thankful to all of the 
Volcano Community, the Experience Vol-

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, pg. 4

cano group, The Volcano School of Arts 
& Sciences, and all of our hard working 
volunteers."

- Male Half Marathon Top Five 
Winners

Billy Barnett, 
of Volcano, took 
first overall in the 
Half Marathon in 
1:17:23.0. Hot on 
his heels was Patrick 
Stover in 1:19:53.4 
and David Collier in 
1:23:31.9. The three 

men are the first three 
placeholders for their 
age group, 30-39. Ja-

cob Fansler is fourth overall, in 1:25:57.3, 
with Daniel Hill fifth, in 1:27:20.6. Both 
men are the first two placeholders in their Experience Volcano Festival featured art, food, and 

entertainment events. A We Love Volcano community 
mosaic was also constructed over the two-day festival 
at Volcano Art Center. Photo from Experience Volcano

At the awards ceremony for the inaugural Vol-
cano's ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Half Marathon races. 

Photo from Mikey Brown Photography
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Stars over Ka‘ū - August 2019 
by Lew & Donna Cook

Planets
Late on the night of the 11th – actu-

ally, the morning of the 12th – the gibbous 
moon, meaning shaped like a lemon, will 
pass about half a degree south of Saturn 
around 1:15 a.m. This is an excellent op-
portunity to dust off that telescope, if you 

have one, or take out that pair of good bin-
oculars, and get a good idea of just how 
fast the moon moves in its orbit around the 
earth. How fast? 2,300 miles per hour.

Jupiter rises in the east at about 2 p.m., 
so it is well up by dark. Venus is near the 
sun, and will move into the evening sky. 
Conversely, Mars and Mercury set within 
an hour after sunset, so they aren't really 
noticeable in the sky. What is worthy of 
mention is that Mars is on the opposite side 

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

of the solar system from earth. It will move 
into the morning sky after the end of the 
month. Venus will move into the evening 
sky around the 13th of the month, but don't 
try to see it, as it is too close to the sun. 
None of the terrestrial, earth-like, other 
planets are currently visible.

Constellations and Deep Sky Objects
The large birds of the northern sky are 

crossing the meridian at chart time: there is 
Cygnus, the Swan, and Aquilla, the Eagle, 
chasing after the Snake Handler, Ophiu-
chus, while Sagittarius and the deadly 
Scorpion glide high across the southern 
sky.

Sagittarius is always interesting. Not 
only does it have Saturn within its bound-
aries this summer, it also has many inter-
esting objects. One of them is the nebula 
M20, the Trifid nebula, shown to the right 
of Saturn. This star nursery contains some 
3,000 infant stars. It is 5,000 light years 
from us. The European Southern Observa-
tory has taken a beautiful shot of it, shown 
here. NASA and the European Space 
Agency used the Hubble telescope to ex-
amine extremely fine details in a small part 
of it. It is also shown here. Both are beauti-
ful images.

Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date  Sunrise Sunset
August     2, 2019 5:49 am 6:57 pm
August     9 6:01 am 6:53 pm 
August   16 6:03 am 6:49 pm 
August   23 6:05 am 6:44 pm
August   30 6:06 am 6:38 pm

The times of sunrise and sunset are chang-

ing faster now that the solstice is well past. 
The sun is moving southward.

Moon Phases
Date                    Moonrise    Moonset
First Quarter 
August   7 12:43 pm    12:44 am**
Full Moon 
August   16 7:22 pm        6:13 am**
Last Quarter 
August   23 11:45 pm*   12:52 pm
New Moon
August    30 6:27 am         7:32 pm
*next morning                 **previous day

Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Res-

taurant schedule:
Closed Mondays
Breakfast & Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM daily
Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM daily
Check for the schedule at imiloaha-

waii.org. Members are admitted free to the 
daily shows.

There is a night show once a month, 
when smaller telescopes on Mauna Kea are 
linked to the Planetarium where they show 
live shots of individual objects. Call the 
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on 

This close-up shows in breathtaking detail the action going on within the Trifid Nebula. It was 
discovered by Charles Messier on June 5, 1764.                                                        Credit: NASA and ESA

The rich star field in Sagittarius is being further 
increased by the stars forming within the nebula's 
gas and dust.                                          Credit: ESO

the schedule and ticket availability, prices 
and membership costs. Please mention to 
the nice folks at the ticket sales desk where 
you got the inspiration to come, and that 
you are entitled to the 10% kamaʻaina dis-
count for membership.

age group, 40-49.
Joe Fairchild, 6th overall, took fourth 

in the 30-39 group in 1:27:29.2, with Dan-
iel Hartong, 8th overall, fifth in 1:30:31.2.

Brian Shiro, 7th overall, took third in 
the 40-49 group, in 1:29:45.3. Joe Barcia, 
tenth overall, took fourth, in 1:31:57.2, Da-
vid Knowles placed fifth, in 1:44:54.4.

Ayrton Takane, age 15, is first in 
the 19 and under group, 13th overall, in 
1:37:59.7. Parker Smith, age 14, is second, 
in 2:11:10.8. There were no other 19 and 
under entries.

The four in the 20-29 group saw Dar-
ian Basacdua place first, in 1:44:23.6; 
Nicholas Tran second, in 1:52:32.7; Dal-
ton Heil, third, in 1:58:48.1; and Al Galiza 
fourth, in 2:13:45.3.

Kentaro Aoki took first place in the 
50-59 group, in 1:38:07.8. Shawn Mishler, 
in 1:41:00.0, took second; Alex Wood took 
third, in 1:44:41.9. Fourth went to Michael 
Pipta, in 1:53:02.2. John Poetzel placed 

fifth, in 2:02:02.8.
The 60-69 group, one of the more 

crowded fields, saw Leonard Torricer place 
first, in 1:57:03.6. Steven Pavao, second in 
2:03:14.3, was closely followed by Ken 
Bevis, third in 2:05:39.8. Tom Cross took 
fourth, in 2:11:59.8, and Christopher Rizzi 
took fifth, in 2:22:17.0.

Paul Whitehouse took first in the 70+ 
group, in 2:40:08.4. Joe Loschiavo took 
second, in 2:46:24.1. They were the only 
entries on their group.

- Female Half Marathon Top Five 
Winners

Noe Waller, formerly Noelani McMa-
hon, a Hilo resident and firefighter for Vol-
cano, took first overall for the women in 
the Half Marathon, and first for her group, 
20-29, in 1:30:33.3. She also won last 
year's final Volcano Rain Forest Runs Half 
Marathon for females, and she improved 
her time by over two minutes.

Bree Brown took second overall for 
women and first in her group, 30-39, in 

1:31:57.8 – less than a minute and a half 
behind Waller. Brown, who is a well-
known Hawaiʻi Island runner, broke her 
leg during a race last year.

Tina Eakin, in the 40-49 group, took 
third overall for women, in 1:34:23.2. 
Jodie Rosan, 30-39, took fourth overll for 
women, in 1:44:05.3, and Jessie McCree, 
30-39, placed fifth, in 1:44:17.9.

No female under age 20 entered the 
Half Marathon.

Nicole Lewien took second in the 20-
29 group, in 1:49:55.5; Shelby Kuyawa 
third, in 1:57:45.9; Mariah Castro fourth, 
in 2:06:05.5, and Rachel Irving fifth, in 
2:10:39.7

Elda Carreon placed fourth for the 
30-39 group, in 1:51:47.1. Brooke Kinsler 
took fifth, in 1:58:03.6.

Second place in the 40-49 group for 
women was accomplished by Julia Schar-
waechter, in 1:49:53.9. Third went to Ta-
mara Hynd, in 1:51:21.1, fourth to Nina 

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, pg. 7

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, from pg. 3
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KA‘U sPORTs REPORT
Nāʻālehu's 42nd July 4 Rodeo Shows Off Paniolo Life

Trojans 2019 Fall Sports Schedule
Football, Division II:
• Sat., Aug. 24, 1 p.m., Kaʻū hosts 

Kamehameha
• Sat., Sept. 7, 2 p.m., HPA hosts Kaʻū
• Sat., Sept. 14, 11 a.m., Kaʻū hosts 

Kohala
• Thu., Sept. 19, 7 p.m., Pāhoa hosts Kaʻū
• Thu., Oct. 3, 7 p.m. Kamehameha hosts 

Kaʻū
• Sat., Oct. 12, 1 p.m., Kaʻū hosts HPA
• Sat., Oct. 19, 11 a.m., Kaʻū hosts Pāhoa
• Sat., Oct. 26, 1 p.m., Kohala hosts Kaʻū
• Fri. and Sat., Nov. 1 and 2, Div II BIIF 

Championship
• Fri. and Sat., Nov. 15 and 16, HHSAA 

Div II Semifinals
• Fri., Nov. 29, HHSAA Div II Finals

Girls Volleyball, Kaʻū District Gym:
• Tue., Aug. 20, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts Hilo
• Fri., Aug. 23, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts St. 

Joseph
• Wed., Aug. 28, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts 

Kohala
• Wed., Sept. 4, 6 p.m., Christian Liberty 

hosts Kaʻū
• Fri., Sept. 6, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts 

Kamehameha
• Tue., Sept. 10, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts 

Kealakeha
• Fri., Sept. 13, 6 p.m., Honokaʻa hosts 

Kaʻū

• Tue., Sept. 17, 6 p.m., Waiakea hosts 
Kaʻū

• Thu., Sept. 19, 6 p.m., Keaʻau hosts Kaʻū
• Tue., Sept. 24, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts HPA
• Fri., Sept. 27, 6 p.m., Makualani hosts 

Kaʻū
• Wed., Oct. 2, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts Pāhoa
• Fri., Oct. 4, 6 p.m., Parker hosts Kaʻū
• Tue., Oct. 8, 6 p.m., Kaʻū hosts Ehunui
• Thu., Oct. 10, 6 p.m., Konawaena hosts 

Kaʻū
• Mon., Oct. 14, 6 p.m., BIIF Div II First 

Round
• Tue., Oct. 15, 2:30 p.m., BIIF Div II 

Semifinals
• Wed., Oct. 16, 4 p.m., BIIF Div II Finals

Cross Country:
• Mon., Aug. 5, 2:30 to 4 p.m., first day 

practice
• Sat., Aug. 31, 10 a.m., @Christian 

Liberty
• Sat., Sept. 7, 10 a.m., @Kamehameha
• Fri., Sept. 13, 3:30 p.m., @Honokaʻa
• Sat., Sept. 21, 10 a.m., @Kealakehe
• Sat., Sept. 28, 10 a.m., @Keaʻau
• Fri., Oct. 4, 3:30 p.m., @HPA
• Sat., Oct. 12, 10 a.m., @Christian 

Liberty
• Sat., Oct. 19, 10 a.m., @Waiakea
• Sat., Oct. 26, 1 p.m., @Kamehameha
• Sat., Nov. 2, 8:30 a.m., HHSAA @Maui

Two days of rodeo took over Nāʻālehu the first week-
end of July, filling the arena and the stands in Nāʻālehu 
with ranching families and visitors. Kaʻū Roping & Rid-
ing Association put on its annual rodeo for paniola and 
paniolo of every age, from keiki to kupuna. Thrilling ac-

tion was on tap for spectators who witnessed a true Hawai-
ian gathering.

Events included bull and calf riding, barrel racing, 
double mugging, and a race that includes jumping onto 

a horse, behind 
the rider. Rodeo 
clowns and ro-
deo photogra-
phers protected 
the competitors 
and document-
ed the tradition. 
The Nāʻālehu 
Rodeo includes 
rarely seen events 
such as Poʻo Wai 
U, which involves 
two paniolo ty-
ing a steer to a 
y-shaped tree 
trunk. The prac-
tice comes from 
rounding up cattle 
in the wilds of 
Hawaiʻi.

Final results 
from Kaʻū Roping 

& Riding Association:
Rodeo Queen is Trin-

ity Kaʻawa.
All Around Cowboy 

is Bronson Branco, the 
event sponsored by B&E 
Propane.

Open Dally winners 
are Kelvin Mederios and 
Kelly Mederios, the event 
sponsored by Miranda 
Country Store.

Kane-Wahine Dally 
winners are Kevin Hill 
and Makayla Awa, the 

event sponsored by The Pet Hospital and Aiona Car Sales.
Century Team Roping winners are Wayne Miranda 

and Mac Castillo, the event 
sponsored by C&F Trucking.

Ranch Mugging win-
ners are Chris Awa, Bronson 
Branco, and Trisyn Kala-
waia, the event sponsored by 
the Wroblewski ʻOhana.

Double Mugging win-
ners are Bronson Branco and 
Kevin Hill, the event spon-
sored by Moana Wroblewski 
and Mona Wroblewski.

Kane Wahine Rib-
bon Mugging winners are 
Bronson Branco and Macey 
Loando, the event sponsored 
by Four K Ranch.

Wāhine Mugging win-
ners are Shannon Benevi-
des and Macey Loando, the 
event sponsored by Aikane 
Plantaion and Kaʻū Andrade 
Contracting.

Rescue Race first place 
goes to Bronson Branco 
and Makayla Awa, the 
event sponsored by Kaiser 
Motorcycles.

Poʻo Wai U first place 
goes to Bronson Branco, 

the event sponsored by 
Punaluʻu Bakeshop.

Tie Down winner is 
Trisyn Kalawaia, the event 
sponsored by Paradise 
Massage.

Wahine Breakaway 
winner is Macey Loando, 
the event sponsored by 
Waimea Hill Country & 
Tack.

Youth Barrels winner is KyleeAnn Holland, the event 
sponsored by MJ Ranch.

Dummy Roping, 4 and under, winner is Trevor Ching, 
the event sponsored by Zira Wroblewski.

Dummy Roping 5 to 8 winner is Ryder Tavares, the 
event sponsored by Zir-Rae Wroblewski.

Goat Undecorating, 4 and Under winner is Paisley 
Mastumoto, the event sponsored by Patrick "Buddy" 
Kailiawa.

Goat Undecorating, 5 to 8, winner is Blais 
Hill, the event sponsored by Pāhala Pops. 
Calf Riding winner is Keegan Malicki, the event spon-
sored by Malicki Ranch.

The bulls from South Point Buckers once again won 
over all the humans who attempted to ride them. The event 
sponsor was Day Lum Rentals. An overall sponsor is CU 
Hawaiʻi Federal Credit Union.

Kaʻū cowgirls and recent high school graduates Lorilee Lorenzo 
and Kianie Medeiros in the Wāhine Mugging.     

Photo by Chuck McKeand

All Around Cowboy Bronson Branco, hold-
ing his infant, with Trysin Kailawa, who 
joined him to win Ranch Mugging. 

Photo by Julia Neal

Paniolo families encouraging the next generation of cowboys and cowgirls.  Photo by Leilani Esperanza

Bull aims for rodeo photographer Chuck McKeand.    
Photo by Julia Neal

The bulls from South Point Buckers had a winning weekend as no 
paniolo could stay on board. Photo by Julia NealHawaiian flag bearer. 

Photo by Leilani Esperanza

American flag bearer.
Photo by Leilani Esperanza
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 
Nāʻālehu Hosts State Little League Championships

The state Little League Championships were hosted 
in Nāʻālehu July 19-23. Teams from around the Hawaiian 
Islands and their fans flooded Kaʻū accommodations, res-
taurants, and stores. Kaʻū Little League Pres. Josh Crook 
said the tournament drew umpires from California, Maui, 
and Hawaiʻi Island. Among them is Jamie Perez, who 
will serve as an umpire in the Little League World Series, 
Aug. 15- 25 in Pennsylvania.

With all the action at the Nāʻālehu Ballpark, the 
team from Maui won, defeating the 2018 world cham-
pions from Honolulu. Maui will head to the Western Re-
gional U.S. Championships in San Bernardino, CA, Aug. 

Nāʻālehu hosted the Kaʻū Little League state championships in late July.       Photo by Elizabeth Crook

Kaʻū High and Pāhala Elementary Athletic 
Director Kalei Namohala was recognized in July 
at #ELIHI2019, the Hawaiʻi educators' conference 
on Oʻahu. She was nominated by KHPES Principal 
Sharon Beck for Outstanding Performance in School 
Year 2017-2018. Namohala was issued a certificate 
by the Department of Education Reward & Recogni-
tion Program.

Athletic Director Honored
Sharon Beck and Kalei Namohala. Photo from KHPES Twitter

4 though 10. Winners will play 
Aug. 15 through 25 at Little 
League Headquarters Complex 
in South Williamsport, PA, 
during the 73rd Little League 
World Series. Eight teams from 
the U.S. and eight from abroad, 
will compete for the title.

Teams that played in 
Nāʻālehu in the state finals 
were Kawaihau Kauaʻi, Cen-
tral Maui, Ewa Beach Oʻahu, 
Honolulu Oʻahu, and Westside 
Big Island.

Crook said the five days 
state championship brought 
great baseball to the down-
town ballpark in Nāʻālehu. 
Ewa beach was eliminated first losing to Honolulu, then 
to Kauaʻi. Westside Big Island was next to go, losing to 
Honolulu and Kauaʻi. Kauaʻi suffered elimination by 
Honolulu.

Maui began the final games, after beating Kauaʻi in 
round one and Honolulu in round three. Honolulu came 
to the finals after beating Ewa Beach in round one and 
Westside Big Island in round two, losing to Maui in 
round three, and beating Kauaʻi in round four. Honolulu, 
with one loss, needed to beat Maui twice to take the state 
championship.

The first of the final games saw Honolulu beating 
Maui to even it up. Maui took it to Honolulu in game 
two, defeating the defending world champions 8 to 5.

Kaʻū Little League President Josh Crook said, "Con-
gratulations to Maui 2019 state champs. It was a great 
turn out all five days.

"It brought much joy to the players and staff and 
benefited the community. Kaʻū Little League desires for 
a growing interest and resurgence into the game of base-
ball both for the sake of players and for families and the 
community."

Kaʻū Little League sponsored fundraising con-
cessions, partnering with Miloliʻi-Kaʻū Volleyball on 
Sunday.

Crook thanked Eugene Nairmatzu, Little League 
District Administrator, "and all the many volunteers who 
made it possible and gave their time and effort," includ-
ing ʻO Kaʻū Kākou, Punaluʻu Bake Shop, Wikwiki Mart, 
Bee Boys, Andrade Contracting, Ed's Plumbing, Pāhala 
Pops, Kahuku Market, Kamakani Country Store, Lance 
Ako, and Randy Patton. He said there are many more 
who contributed, and "the gratitude is endless."

Crook said that "baseball in Kaʻū will not be possi-
ble in the future without community and family support. 
If we are going to revive baseball here we need coaches 
and players and family involvement. We look forward to 
the future of youth baseball in Kaʻū."

Contact Josh Crook, Kaʻū Little League President, 
to offer contributions, donations, and league involve-
ment, at 345-0511.

The 2019-2020 school year is creeping up fast, with 
public schools beginning classes at the beginning of 
August.

At Kaʻū High and Pāhala Elementary School, Kin-
dergarten through 7th grade and 9th grade begin classes 
Tuesday, Aug. 6. 8th, 10th, 11th, and 12th graders begin 
Wednesday, Aug. 7. Uniform orders are open for pick up. 
Standard school supplies are provided, except a 3.5mm 
aux connection pair of earbuds or headphones, and a back-
pack. For 7th grade and up, additional supplies needed are 
listed on course syllabi. See khpes.org.

Volcano School of Arts and Sciences classes start 
Monday, Aug. 5; orientation for new students is Friday, 

Aug. 2. Spaces are available in 1st through 8th 
grades of the expanding Kula ‘Amakihi Com-
munity-Based Education Program. There may be 
space or short wait lists for certain grades in the 
regular on-campus programs. Contact 808-985-
9800 or email enrollment@volcanoschool.net to 
enroll. See volcanoschool.net.

Nāʻālehu Elementary School is slated to be-
gin Tuesday, Aug. 6. Call 808-939-2413 for more.

Kaʻū Schools Start 
Dates for 2019-2020

Maunakea, from pg. 1

Maunakea, pg. 12

Aug. 20, in Hilo. The arrests failed to deter the 
Protectors and their numbers grew. The objection 
to TMT drew empathetic comments from politi-
cians, like presidential candidate hopefuls Bernie 
Sanders and Kaʻū's Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, and ce-
lebrities, like Jason Momoa. Dwayne The Rock 
Johnson and Damien Marley, the youngest son 
of Bob Marley, visited the site. Political leaders 
visited the site, including Gov. David Ige, Mayor 
Harry Kim, Lt. Gov. Josh Green.
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs

CLAssiFiED
FOR SALE BY OWNER
2 adjacent lots on 10th above Ruby in Volcano's Mauna Loa Estates, Wooded. Totals 1 acre. 
Email volcanolisa@hotmail.com for more info.

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. 

New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. 
Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

Come celebrate Kīlauea Military 
Camp's new pickleball courts in Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park Aug. 24 and 25, 
starting at 9 a.m. The courts are open to all 
skill levels. Players will play with those of 
similar ability. No military ID is required 
to enjoy the courts, restaurants, and lodg-
ing. For more information, contact Jim 
Buck at kilaueajimmy@gmail.com.

Play pickleball on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Coo-
per Center (2 courts) and Saturdays, 9 a.m. 
to noon at KMC (4 courts).

Pickleball Round 
Robin in Volcano

Kaʻū Multicultural Society's third an-
nual Pig Hunt drew many enthusiasts to 
Pāhala for the weigh-in from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Food booths and a variety of contests 
were featured, including Over-All Pua‘a 
prize for heaviest pig; Heaviest Boar/
Laho‘ole; Heaviest Sow; Biggest Tusk; 
and the Smoke Meat Contest.

Overall sow, at 171 lbs., was caught 
by Kaipo Kaupu. Jason Kaluaʻu caught 
both the 1st place sow, at 138.8 lbs. and the 
3rd place boar, at 151.8 lbs. Clint Mederi-
os caught both the 1st place Tusk, at 5.5 

Third Annual Pig Hunt Draws Enthusiasts to Pāhala

inches, and 3rd place sow, at 93.8 lbs. 2nd 
place sow, at 94.4 lbs., was caught by Tyrell 
Mason. 1st place boar, at 163.4 lbs., was 
caught by Billy Watan. 2nd place boar, at 
162 lbs., was caught by Rodney Kuahiwinui. 

Kalei Forcum took 3rd place Tusk, at 3.5 inches. 
Photo from Kaʻū Multicultural Society

Kalani Vierra, an organizer of the Kaʻū Multi-
cultural Society's third annual Pig Hunt, hunting 
with his dogs and catching a big one. 

Photo from Kalani Vierra

3rd place Tusk, at 3.5 inches, was caught 
by Kalei Forcum. 2nd place Tusk, at 5 
inches, was caught by Richard Kaiawe 
and Stance Oyama.

Organizers are Kalani Vierra, Dar-
lyne Vierra and Liz Kuluwaimaka. The 
location for the home base of the event is 
provided by the Edmund C. Olson Trust. 
Other sponsors are: Jeff 

Anderson, Punaluʻu Bake Shop, Nāʻālehu 
Ace Hardware, KTA, Costco, Walmart, 
Pearl's Feed Store, Coca Cola, Kona Re-
load, Creative Arts, Kona Car Quest, 
Rambler, Mauka Madness, Alan & Nancy 
Stafford, Archie & Marlene Hapai, Chris 
Navarro Jr., Susan Louis, and the Wro-
blewski ʻOhana.

Richard Kaiawe and Stance Oyama caught 
2nd place Tusk, at 5 inches. 

Photo from Kaʻū Multicultural Society

Kaipo Kaupu caught Overall sow, at 171 lbs. 
Photo from Kaʻū Multicultural Society

spaced, with Tawnie McDonald, second, 
in 1:55:58.3; Catherine Fedak, third, in 
1:58:46.5; Kathy Spory fourth, in 2:01:26.0; 
and Teresa Hall, fifth, in 2:03:11.9.

Age group 60-69 for females first place 
winner is claimed by Elizabeth Wright, in 

2:09:33.4. Second went to Su-
zanne Paulsen, in 2:33:24.6; 
third to Marilyn Brown, in 
2:52:16.3. Fourth place went 
to Kaylynne Santana, in 
3:30:57.0. Toni Romp-Fries-
en, the 100th and final finisher 
of the Half Marathon overall, 
was fifth, in 3:30:58.9.

Morgen Bahurinsky, in 
2:54:42.4, and Wendy Minor, 
in 3:13:39.0, represented the 
over-70 female finishers.

- Female 5K Top Five 
Winners

Aria Heil, age 16, took 
first place for the 5K for women, sixth place 
overall, and first in her age group, 19 and un-
der, in 24:55.6. Daniela Rebhan, in the 30-
39 group, placed second for women, seventh 
overall, and first in her group, in 26:04.8. 
Cynthia Hartman finished third for women 
and second in her group, 30-39, in 28:13.0. 
Fourth overall for women went to Volcano ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, pg. 10

Hasler, in 2:00:34.3, and fifth to Frecia 
Cevallos, in 2:15:12.6.

Brenda Camacho took first place for 
women in the 50-59 group, in 1:52:18.8. 
The rest of the group was almost evenly 

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, from pg. 4 local Aubrey Hawk, 
group 50-59, in 28:17.4. 
Hawk participates in the 
Volcano Winery fund-
raiser, which benefits 
VSAS; tickets are on sale 
as of Aug. 8. Jade Ivey, 
12 years of age, took fifth 
overall for women, and 
tool second in her 19 and 
under group, in 29:03.5.

Elaina Head, age 12, 
took third in 19 and un-
der, in 35:11.0. Helena 
Rataj, 10 years of age, 
took fourth, in 38:19.0. 
Maya Linnolt, age 8, took 
fifth, in 42:18.6.

Age group 20-29 
saw Midori Matsuo take 
second, in 30:28.4; Ariel 
Imoto third, in 35:02.4; 
and Emily Fernandes 
fourth, in 39:56.6. There 
was no fifth place finisher 
in the group.

Elyse Cummins 
placed third in the 30-39 
group, in 29:27.0. Fourth 

Kaylynne Santana and Toni Romp-Friesen had a great time during 
Volcano's ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Half Marathon. 

Photo from Mikey Brown Photography 
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR
Volcano Winery's 6th Annual Fundraising 
Harvest Festival, Sunday, Sept. 8, 4-7p.m., 
tickets available. Proceeds benefit Volcano 
School of Arts & Sciences. 967-7772, volca-
nowinery.com

Talk Action, Take Action: surveys available 
through Aug. 4, recovery.hawaiicounty.gov/
connect/impact-status-survey-suite. The sur-
veys focus on different areas of recovery after 
the 2018 Kīlauea eruption: households, busi-
nesses, and community. 

Exhibit -The Joy of the Brush: Paintings by 

Linda J. Varez, daily through Aug. 4, 9a.m.-
5p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. Free; park 
entrance fees apply. 967-7565, volcanoartcen-
ter.org 

6th Annual Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run Registration 
Open, webscorer.com/register?raceid=166020. 
5K, 10K, 1/2 Marathon races through macnut 
and coffee fields along slopes of Ka‘ū starting 
at 7a.m., Sept. 21, Ka‘ū Coffee Mill. Sponsored 
by Ka‘ū Coffee Mill and ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou. Sign-
up by Aug. 27 for guaranteed correct shirt size. 
Prices increase after Sept. 20. okaukakou.org, 
kaucoffeemill.com 

Women's Expression Group, Thursday, Aug. 
1 – 1st Thursday monthly – 3-4:30p.m., PAR-
ENTS Inc., Nā‘ālehu. Women welcome to drop 
in. Free. Lindsey Miller, 333-3460, lindsey@
hawaiiparents.org 

Mayor Kim & Ocean View Neighborhood 
Watch Mtg., Thursday, Aug. 1, 6-7p.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Mtg., Thursday, Aug. 1, 6:30-
8:30p.m., Aspen Center. okaukakou.org

Registration Open: Sunflower Craft, through 
Monday, Aug. 5, Kahuku Park, Hawaiian 
Ocean View Estates. Program for ages 6-12 
takes place Tuesday, Aug. 6, 12:45-3:30p.m. 
Free. 939-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

Registration Open: Shrink Art Keychain, 
through Tuesday, Aug. 6, Ka‘ū District Gym 
multipurpose room. Program for grades K-8 
takes place, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 3:30-5p.m. 
Free. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

Stewardship at the Summit, Aug. 2, 10, 16, 24, 
and 28, 8:45a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center. 
Volunteers remove invasive, non-native plants. 
Wear sturdy hiking shoes and long pants. Bring 
hat, rain gear, day pack, snacks, and water. 
Gloves/tools provided. Parental/guardian ac-
companiment or written consent required for 
those under 18. Free; park entrance fees apply. 
Paul and Jane Field, field@hawaii.edu, nps.
gov/havo

Edible Landscaping for Backyards and Be-
yond with Zach Mermel of Ola Design 
Group, Saturday, Aug. 3, 9a.m.-2:30p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. Learn how to transform 
lanai and lawn, field, and fence into an abun-
dant oasis of edible and multifunctional plants. 
$30/VAC member, $40/non-member, plus $15 
materials fee. Class size limited; register early. 
967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Birth of Kahuku, Sat., Aug. 3, 9:30-11:30am, 

Kahuku Unit, HVNP. Free, easy-to-moderate 
hike. nps.gov/havo 

Keiki Science Class, Saturday, Aug. 3 – 1st Sat-
urday, monthly – 11a.m.-noon, Ace Hardware 
Stores islandwide; Nā‘ālehu, 929-9030 and 
Ocean View, 929-7315. Free. acehardware.com

Flameworking - An Introductory Class w/
Nash Adams-Pruitt, Saturday, Aug. 3, and 
Sunday, Aug. 4, 2-4:30p.m., Volcano Art Cen-
ter. $155/VAC member, $160/non-member, 
plus $40 supply fee. Class size limited. Ad-
vanced registration required. 967-8222, volca-

noartcenter.org 
‘Ōhi‘a Lehua, Sun, Aug. 4, 9:30-11am, Kahuku 
Unit, HVNP. Free, easy, one-mile walk. nps.
gov/havo 

Ham Radio Potluck Picnic, Sunday, Aug. 4 – 
1st Sunday, monthly – noon-2p.m., Manukā 
State Park. Anyone interested in learning about 
ham radio is welcome to attend. View sites.
google.com/site/southpointarc or sites.google.
com/viewith southhawaiiares/home. Rick 
Ward, 938-3058

Tūtū & Me Traveling Preschool Accepting 
Enrollment Applications - orientation for 
enrolled families begins Aug. 5 and 6, with 
programs in Nā‘ālehu/Wai‘ōhinu at Kauaha‘ao 
Church on Mondays and Wednesdays, 8:45-
10:45a.m., and Pāhala Community Center on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30-10:30a.m. Lim-
ited space. 939-8573, pidfoundation.org

Empower Girls Mtg., Monday, Aug. 5 and 
19, from 3-4:30p.m., PARENTS, Inc. of-
fice, Nā‘ālehu. Registration required. Diana, 
935-4805 

Ocean View Volunteer Fire Department Mtg., 
Monday, Aug. 5 and Sept. 2, 4-6p.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Hawai‘i County Council Mtgs., Tuesday, Aug. 
6 (Committees), Wednesday, Aug. 7 (Council), 
Hilo. Ka‘ū residents can participate via video-
conferencing at Nā‘ālehu State Office Building. 
Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.

AdvoCATS, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 7a.m.-4:30p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. Free spay/
neuter for cats. 895-9283, advocatshawaii.org 

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Mtg., Tuesday, Aug. 6, 
6-8p.m., Pāhala Community Center.

Paniolo: Hawaiian Cowboys, After Dark in the 
Park, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 7p.m., Kīlauea Visitor 
Center Auditorium. Dr. Billy Bergin, local au-
thor and expert on Hawaiian ranching and all 
things paniolo, presents. Free; park entrance 
fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo 

Registration Open: Instructional Volleyball 
(8+, 10+, 12+, 14+), Aug. 7-15, Ka‘ū District 
Gym. Program takes place Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, Aug. 20-Oct. 17, 6-7:30p.m. 928-3102, 
hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

Hula Voices with Kumu Hula Kimo Awai, 
Wednesday, Aug. 7 – 1st Wednesday, monthly 
– 5:30-7p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. De-
siree Moana Cruz moderates the talk story ses-

sion. Free. 967-7565, volcanoartcenter.org
Nā‘ālehu Elementary School Kindergarten 
Registration, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 9a.m.-5p.m, 
Ocean View Community Center. ovcahi.org

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thursday, 
Aug. 8, 6:30p.m., United Methodist Church, 
Nā‘ālehu. Pres. Berkley Yoshida, 747-0197

Peter Lee & the Road Ahead, Thursday, Aug. 
8, 7-8:30p.m., Volcano Art Center. Martha 
Hoverson discusses the role that Peter Lee, an 
immigrant from Norway, played in the early 
development of tourism in Hawai‘i. Free; $5 
donation to VAC suggested. 967-8222, volca-
noartcenter.org 

Registration Open: Watercolor Art, Thurs-
day, Aug. 8-14, Ka‘ū District Gym multipur-
pose room. Program for grades K-8 takes place 
Wednesday, Aug. 14, 3:30-5p.m. Free. 928-
3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation 

Hawai‘i Disability Legal Services, Friday, Aug. 
9, 9a.m.-noon, Ocean View Community Cen-
ter. Free disability legal services provided by 
Hawai‘i Legal Aid. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Private Excursion: Trail Less Traveled, Friday, 
Aug. 9, 10a.m.-noon, Devastation Trail Parking 
Lot, HVNP. Moderate 2 mile hike. $40/person. 
Park entrance fees may apply. Organized by 
Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
985-7373, fhvnp.org 

Community Dance, Friday, Aug. 9, 7-10p.m., 
Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Minors al-
lowed with supervision only. Alcohol-free 
event. Variety of music. Snacks provided; ad-
ditional pūpū welcome. Free. 967-7800, the-
coopercenter.org

Pancake Breakfast and Raffle, Saturday, Aug. 
10, 8-11a.m., Ocean View Community Center. 
To volunteer, call 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Exhibit - "Nani Ka ‘Ikena" by Photographer 
Jesse Tunison, Aug. 10-Sept. 15, daily 9a.m.-
5p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. Opening 
reception Saturday, Aug. 10, 5-7p.m., Volcano 
Art Center Gallery. Free; park entrance fees ap-
ply. 967-7565, volcanoartcenter.org 

Ti Leaf Lei Making Workshop with Jelena 
Clay, Saturday, Aug. 10, 9a.m.-12:30p.m., 

Volcano Art Center. Learn how to make basic 
ti rope, twist a ti leaf rose, and add ti leaf in-
serts. Class fee is $10/VAC member, $15/non-
member. Bring 15-20 ti leaves - or $5 supply 
fee. Pre-registration required. 967-8222, volca-
noartcenter.org

Nā Mamo o Kāwā ʻOhana Work Day, Satur-
day, Aug. 10, meet 9:30a.m., Northern Gate, 
Kāwā. RSVP to James Akau, jakau@nmok.org, 
561-9111. Bring a water bottle, lunch, closed 
toed shoes, long sleeved t-shirt, and pants. 
Tools, gloves, water, and light refreshments 
provided. nmok.org, facebook.com/NMOK.
Hawaii

Hi‘iaka & Pele, Sat., Aug. 10, 9:30-11:30am, 
Kahuku Unit, HVNP. Free, moderate, one-mile 
walk. nps.gov/havo 

Zentangle Inspired Labyrinth Shrines with 
Lois and Earl Stokes, Saturday, Aug. 10, 
10a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center. All art sup-
plies provided; returning tanglers encouraged 
to bring favorite supplies. No experience nec-
essary. Potluck. $30/VAC member, $35/non-
member, plus $10 supply fee. 967-8222, volca-
noartcenter.org 

Jazz in the Forest: A Samba Trip to Brazil, 
Saturday, Aug. 10, 5:30-7:30p.m., Volcano Art 
Center. Jean Pierre and the Jazztones with Sar-
ah Bethany. Tickets, $20/VAC member, $25/
non-member, available for purchase online. 
Beer, wine, and pūpū available for purchase at 
event. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org 

Soul Town band performance, Saturday, Aug. 
10, 7-10p.m., Kīlauea Military Camp Lava 
Lounge. $5 cover charge. Open to all patrons, 
and has certain Terms of Service. Park entrance 
fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com

People and Land of Kahuku, Sun., Aug. 11, 
9:30-11:30a.m., Kahuku Unit, HVNP. Free, 
moderate, 2.5 mile hike over rugged terrain. 
nps.gov/havo 

Medicine for the Mind: Teachings in the Ti-
betan Buddhist Tradition, Sunday, Aug. 11 
– 2nd Sunday, monthly – 3-5p.m., Volcano 
Art Center. Free; calabash donations welcome. 
Dress warmly. Patty Johnson, 345-1527

Well-known hair care specialist, Corrine Kaupu, will close her longtime business, 
Kamaʻaina Kuts, and reopen as Kaʻū Art Gallery and Gift Shop on Sunday, Sept. 1. She 
invites local artists to show their specialty works "for a possible placement at the gallery" on 
Saturday, Aug. 10, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Kaupu said she's "looking forward to helping local artists and our community. I'm open 
to see what our community wants."

New Kaʻū Art Gallery and Gift Shop
This historic plantation era cottage will soon become a gallery in Nāʻālehu, after serving as the 
location for Kamaʻaina Kutz for many years.                                              Photo by Peter Anderson
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AugustKa‘u 2019
Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op Group, Monday, 
Aug. 12 and Aug. 26, 1p.m., contact for loca-
tion. Parent-led homeschool activity and social 
group, building community in Ka‘ū. Laura 
Roberts, 406-249-3351

Virtual Advisory Council Mtg. for Hawaiian 
Islands Humpback Whale National Marine 
Sanctuary, Tuesday, August 13, 9a.m.-1p.m. 

Open to the public. More info or mtg. agenda, 
contact Cindy Among-Serrao, 808-725-5923 or 
Cindy.Among-Serrao@noaa.gov. hawaiihump-
backwhale.noaa.gov, facebook.com/hawaii-
humpbackwhale, sanctuaries.noaa.gov, dlnr.
hawaii.gov. More details, right.

Registration Open: Butterfly Magnets Craft, 
Tuesday, Aug. 13-19, Kahuku Park, Hawai-
ian Ocean View Estates. Program for ages 
6-12 takes place on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 12:45-
3:30p.m. Free. 939-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation 

Lā‘āu Lāpa‘au Demonstration, Wednesday, 
Aug. 14, 10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center 
lānai. Hawaiian herbal medicine practitioner 
Ka‘ohu Monfort demonstrates. Free; park en-

trance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo 
Private Guided Hike: Kīlauea Iki Crater, 
Thursday, Aug. 15, 10a.m.-2p.m., Kīlauea Iki 
Overlook, HVNP. Organized by Friends of 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Moderate to 
challenging 2.4 mile (one way) hike. $80/per-
son. Park entrance fees may apply. 985-7373, 
fhvnp.org 

Registration Open: Beaded Bracelet, Aug. 
15-20, Ka‘ū District Gym multipurpose room. 
Program for grades K-8, takes place Wednes-
day, Aug. 21, 3:30-5p.m. Free.928-3102, ha-
waiicounty.gov/pr-recreation 

Hawai‘i Statehood Day, Friday, Aug. 16
Taking the Pamphlet Stitch on a Romp – 
bookbinding workshop with Charlene Asa-
to, Saturday, Aug. 17, 9a.m.-noon, Volcano 
Art Center. No experience necessary. $32/VAC 
member, $35/non-member, plus $10 supply fee. 
Supply list online. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.
org 

Volunteer Fountain Grass Removal, Saturday, 
Aug. 17, 9a.m.-3p.m., meet at Ocean View 
Community Center parking lot. Bring lunch, 
water, hat, and sunscreen. ovcahi.org 

Nature & Culture: An Unseverable Relation-
ship, Sat., Aug. 17, 9:30-11:30am, Kahuku 
Unit , HVNP. Free, moderate hike, approx. 2 

miles. nps.gov/havo 
Ocean View C.E.R.T. Mtg., Saturday, Aug. 17, 
10a.m.-1p.m., Ocean View Community Cen-
ter. Community Emergency Response Team 
monthly meeting and training. 939-7033, ovca-
hi.org

Hula Kahiko - Kumu Hula Iwalani Kalima 
with Hula Hālau O Kou Lima Nani ‘E, Sat-
urday, Aug. 17, 10:30-11:30a.m., hula plat-
form near Volcano Art Center Gallery. Hula 
performance. Free; park entrance fees apply. 
967-8222, volcanohula@gmail.com, volcano-
artcenter.org

Nā Mea Hula with Wes Awana, Saturday, Aug. 
17, 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery 
porch. Hands-on cultural demonstration. Free; 
park entrance fees apply. 967-8222, volcano-
hula@gmail.com, volcanoartcenter.org

Ham Radio Mtg., Saturday, Aug. 17, 2-3p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033, 
ovcahi.org

Pāhala Hongwanji Bon Dance, Saturday, Aug. 
17, 4-10:30p.m. Sponsored by ʻO Kaʻū Kākou. 
Food, dancing, fun, Taiko drums. All are wel-
come. Free. OKK President Wayne Kawachi, 
937-4773

Kaʻū Hawaiian Civic Club 50th Anniversary 
Gathering, Saturday, Aug. 17, 5-10 p.m., Pāhala 
Community Center. Everyone is invited to enjoy 
food, music, and history.

Pu‘u o Lokuana, Sun., Aug. 18, 9:30-11am, Ka-
huku Unit, HVNP. Free, short, moderately dif-
ficult, 0.4-mile hike. nps.gov/havo 

Private Excursion: Trail Less Traveled, Sun-
day, Aug. 18, 2p.m.-4p.m., Devastation Trail 
Parking Lot, HVNP. Moderate 2 mile hike. 
$40/person. Park entrance fees may apply. Or-
ganized by Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park. 985-7373, fhvnp.org 

Forest Restoration Project: Faya Tree Re-
moval (12+), register by Monday, Aug. 19 for 
Friday, Aug. 23 event from 8:30a.m.-1p.m., 
HVNP. Organized by Friends of Hawai‘i Volca-
noes National Park. Park entrance fees may ap-
ply. Space limited. R.S.V.P. to Patty Kupchak, 
352-1402, forest@fhvnp.org. fhvnp.org

Hawai‘i County Council Mtgs., Tuesday, Aug. 
20 (Committees), Wednesday, Aug. 21, (Coun-
cil), Kona. Ka‘ū residents can participate via 
videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State Office 
Building. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.

Concert with Artist-in-Residence Andy Jar-
ema, After Dark in the Park, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 
7p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. The 
Detroit-based musician and composer uses a 
mixture of sound-collage techniques, his trum-
pet, and traditional scoring to make site-specific 
work. Free; park entrance fees apply. 985-6101, 
nps.gov/havo 

Ocean View Community Association Board of 
Directors Mtg., Wednesday, Aug. 21, 12:30-
1:30p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 
939-7033, ovcahi.org

Registration Open: Kickball Instruction, 
Wednesday, Aug. 21-28, Kahuku Park. Pro-
gram on Fridays, 2-3:30p.m, from Aug. 30-
Sept. 27, for ages 6-12. Athletic shoes required. 
929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation 

Registration Open: Handprint Trees, Thurs-
day, Aug. 22-Sept. 3, Ka‘ū District Gym mul-
tipurpose room. Program for grades K-8 takes 
place Wednesday, Sept. 4, 3:30-5p.m. Free. 
928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation 

Ka‘ū Community Children's Council, Thurs-
day, Aug. 22, 3-4p.m., Classroom 35, Building 
F, Nā‘ālehu Elem. Local forum for community 
members to discuss and positively affect mul-
tiple systems' issues for the benefit of all stu-
dents, families, and communities. Chad Domin-
go, text 808-381-2584, domingoc1975@yahoo.
com, ccco.k12.hi.us

Pickleball at KMC, Saturday, Aug. 24, and 
Sunday, Aug. 25, Kīlauea Military Camp Ten-
nis Courts, HVNP. $10 in advance. Registration 
forms at KMC recreation Lodge. 967-8352 or 
Jim Buck, kilaueajimmy@gmail.com. KMC 
open to all patrons, and has certain Terms of 
Service. Park entrance fees apply. kilaueamili-
tarycamp.com  

Kapapala Ranch Tour by Volcano Communi-
ty Foundation, Saturday, Aug. 24, time TBA, 
Volcano Art Center. Travel along the Peter Lee 
Road that runs between Pāhala and Volcano, 
built in 1988. See Volcano Art Center's partner 
event listed for Aug. 8. $50/person includes 
lunch. Reserve a space, 895-1011, volcanocom-
munity@gmail.com

Realms and Divisions, Sat., Aug. 24, 9:30-

11:30am, Kahuku 
Unit, HVNP. 
Free, moderately 
difficult, two-
mile, hike. Bring 

snack. nps.gov/havo 
Dances of Universal Peace, Saturday, Aug. 24, 
6-7:30p.m., Methodist Church hall, across from 
Nā‘ālehu post office. Fun, easy to learn dances 
from many traditions evoking peace. Donations 
welcome. No registration necessary. 939-9461

Free Entry to all National Parks - NP Service 
103rd Anniversary, Sunday, Aug. 25. 985-
6101, nps.gov/havo

Palm Trail, Sun., Aug. 25, 9:30-12:30pm, Ka-
huku Unit, HVNP. Free, moderately difficult 
hike - 2.6-mile loop. nps.gov/havo 

A Taste of Tea & Pottery 2019, Saturday, Aug. 
25, noon-4p.m., Volcano Art Center. Annual 
fundraiser for VAC's Fire Arts Programs. $30/
VAC members, $35/non-member, includes 
choice of one handmade tea cup or bowl, tast-
ing of several freshly brewed Hawai‘i grown 
teas, and option to participate in a traditional 
Japanese tea ceremony. Door prizes, silent 
auction, and cookies, packaged tea, and tea 
cups available for purchase. Vote for favorite 
Hawai‘i grown tea through Taster's Choice 
Award. Hands-on experiences with clay and 
demonstrations. Eva Lee speaks. 967-8222, 
volcanoartcenter.org 

Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op Group, Monday, 
Aug. 26, 1p.m., contact for location. Parent-
led homeschool activity and social group, 
building community in Ka‘ū. Laura Roberts, 
406-249-3351

Registration Open: Door Knob Hangers, 
Tuesday, Aug. 27-Sept. 6, Kahuku Park, Ha-
waiian Ocean View Estates. Program for ages 
6-12 takes place Tuesday, Sept. 10, 12:45-
3:30p.m. Free. 939-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation  

H.O.V.E. Road Maintenance Corp. Board 

Mtg., Tuesday, Aug. 27, 10a.m., H.O.V.E. 
RMC office, 92-8979 Lehua Lane, Ocean View. 
929-9910, hoveroad.com 

Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 
11:30a.m.-1p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal Church 
in Ocean View. Volunteers welcome. Dave Bre-
skin, 319-8333

Kōkua Kupuna Project, Wednesday, Aug. 
28 – last Wednesday, monthly – 9-11a.m., St. 
Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Seniors 
60 years and older encouraged to attend, ask 
questions, and inquire about services offered 
through Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i – refer-
ral required, 961-8626 for free legal services. 
Under 60, call 1-800-499-4302. More info: ta-

hisha.despontes@legalaidhawaii.org, 329-3910 
ext. 925. legalaidhawaii.org

Palai‘e Demonstration, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 
10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. 
Make a traditional Hawaiian ball-and-loop 
game using natural materials. Free; park en-
trance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo 

Private Guided Hike: Kīlauea Iki Crater, 
Thursday, Aug. 28, 10a.m.-2p.m., Kīlauea Iki 
Overlook, HVNP. Organized by Friends of 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Moderate to 
challenging, 2.4 mile (one way) hike. $80/per-
son. Park entrance fees may apply. 985-7373, 
fhvnp.org 

Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, Thursday, 
Aug. 29, 4-6p.m., Cooper Center, Volcano Vil-
lage. Free community dinner for all. Additional 
packaged goods to take home for those in need. 
Donations and volunteers encouraged. 967-
7800, thecoopercenter.org

Coffee Talk at Kahuku: ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou - We 
are all Ka‘ū, Friday, Aug. 30, 9:30-11a.m., Ka-
huku Unit Visitor Contact Station. Learn about 
OKK and all their community projects. Free. 
nps.gov/havo

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Ka‘ū Community 
Clean-up, Saturday, Aug. 31. Free; donations 
appreciated. Full – waitlist only; B.Y.O.-4WD 
okay. R.S.V.P. required. 769-7629, kahakai.
cleanups@gmail.com

Food from Wood: Growing Edible and Me-
dicinal Mushrooms on Logs, Stumps, and 
Wood Chips with Zach Mermel, Saturday, Aug. 
31, 9a.m.-2:30p.m., Volcano Art Center and 
Shaka Forest Farms. $50/VAC member, $55/
non-member, includes take home shiitake and 
King Stropharia mushroom kits. Pre-registra-
tion required. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Paths and Trails, Sat., Aug. 31, 9:30-12:30pm, 
Kahuku Unit, HVNP. Free, moderately diffi-
cult, 2-mile, hike. nps.gov/havo 

Healing Through Words – creative writing 
workshop with Dr. Heather Rivera, Satur-

day, Aug. 31, 10-11:30a.m., Volcano Art Cen-
ter. $30/VAC member, $35/non-member. 967-
8222, volcanoartcenter.org 

Obon/Bon Dance Festival and Twilight Lan-
tern Parade, Saturday, Aug. 31, 6-10p.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Buddhist Temple/Hongwanji. Food 
and fun. First time the temple has had this event 
in over 10 years, a Celebration of Remem-
brance. Family friendly, all are welcome. Free. 
Temple President Robert Kobzi, robertkobzi@
aol.com 

Ka‘ū Art Gallery and Gift Shop Opening, 
Sunday, Sept. 1, Behind Nā‘ālehu Fire Station. 
937-1840, kauartgallery@hawaiiantel.biz, kau-
artgallery.com

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Virtual Advisory Coun-
cil Meeting happens Tuesday, August 13, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The meeting is open to the public. 
Council members will join the teleconference to get Sanctuary updates on several different 
topics, including superintendent update, education and outreach, resource protection, science, 
and Navy research in Hawai‘i. Public comment will be begin at 12:20 p.m.

Audio will be via conference line at 1-866-813-9056, passcode: 1392550#. Visual pre-
sentation will be via Blue Jeans: bluejeans.com/986204292, meeting ID: 986 204 292.

The Sanctuary Advisory Council is comprised of members representing the islands of 
Molokaʻi, Lānaʻi, Kauaʻi, Hawaiʻi, Maui, and Oʻahu, in addition to local user groups, Native 
Hawaiian cultural advisors, fishing, business, conservation, science, education, and commu-
nity representatives. Federal and state agency representatives also hold seats on the council.

To receive more information, or to request a meeting agenda, contact Cindy Among-
Serrao at 808-725-5923 or Cindy.Among-Serrao@noaa.gov.

The sanctuary is administered by a partnership of NOAA's Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries and the State of Hawai‘i through the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
The sanctuary works to protect humpback whales through research, education, conservation 
and stewardship.

DLNR's mission is to enhance, protect, conserve and manage Hawaiʻi's unique and lim-
ited natural, cultural, and historic resources held in public trust for current and future genera-
tions of visitors and the people of Hawai‘i nei.

See Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary: hawaiihumpback-
whale.noaa.gov, facebook.com/hawaiihumpbackwhale; NOAA Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries: sanctuaries.noaa.gov; DLNR: dlnr.hawaii.gov.

Virtually Help Humpback Whales
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Following the purchase of the adja-
cent Nāʻālehu Shopping Center by Duane 
and Robert Kurisu from the late Harry and 
Jeanette Weinburg's 300 Corp., new inter-
est in reconstruction and preservation of 
Nāʻālehu Theatre is emerging.

Glen Winterbottom, of Nāʻālehu, a 
longtime advocate of restoration of the 
historic theatre, released a letter to the 
Kurisu's and the public:

"I've made some humble efforts over 
the past few years to promote the restora-
tion or reconstruction of the purposely ne-
glected 1925 Hutchinson Plantation Com-
pany structure for some sort of beneficial 
usage, but those have regrettably been un-
successful and the structure has continued 
to deteriorate."

He said there was some interest among 
state and county officials in early 2018, but 
without response from the Weinberg Foun-
dation, and with much other work to do 
with the volcanic eruption disaster.

Writes Winterbottom, "It just seems a 
terrible shame and waste that this econom-
ically-depressed town might lose its last 
major unaltered landmark associated with 
the incredibly transformative sugar indus-

New Interest in Nāʻālehu Theatre Reconstruction and Preservation
for the interior, a capable architectural firm 
with historic building expertise probably 
wouldn't have much difficulty redesigning 
it for some sort of adaptive reuse, if reviv-
ing it as a theater-type venue is deemed 
impractical.

"The nearby Nāʻālehu Library is cur-
rently situated in a cramped single-wide 
trailer, so perhaps the State would be inter-
ested in leasing space for an expanded fa-
cility with plenty of parking. Or the struc-
ture could also be an appropriate site for a 
wide array of retail and/or tourism-related 
ventures, and there's probably room within 
for a full second floor as well."

Winterbottom says that the Kuri-
sus' interest could help inspire others to 
join in with grants and in-kind donations 
"to achieve a positive outcome for this 
community."

He said he was formerly employed by 
C. Brewer's Nāʻālehu Dairy. "My great-
grandfather spent most of his 20-year 
contracting career doing masonry work 
for Castle & Cooke's various sugar plan-
tations, including constructing a widely 
admired 125-foot brick chimney for the 
Kohala Sugar Company in 1892."

unfeasible, there's no overriding reason 
why it couldn't be faithfully reconstructed 
on the exterior from measured drawings, 
as was done with most of the structures at 
Waipahu's Plantation Village on Oʻahu. As 

try that dominated the Big Island and state 
for over 150 years.

"If restoration of the landmark, which 
looms over the town center and has an-
chored it for nearly a century, were to prove 

Nāʻālehu Theatre is the subject of renewed discussion toward its revival. In July, flag and sign waivers 
stood before it to oppose the Thirty Meter Telescope. Photo by Yvette Slack

went to Jessie Deakins, in 
31:51.3; fifth to Jessica Har-
tong, in 34:20.0.

Women in the 40-49 
group were led by Yuko White 
in first place, in 31:19.0. She 
was followed closely by An-
drea Christensen in second, in 
32:23.7; Jane Hansen, third, 
in 33:48.5; Jolene Head, 
fourth, in 35:11.1; and Heath-
er Yost, fifth, in 35:25.5.

Dawn Tillery followed 
Hawk in second for the 50-59 
group, in 29:33.6. Third went 
to Kathy Baxter, in 35:35.6; 

fourth to Jeannette Heil, 
in 38:25.6; and fifth to 
Rachel Rimel, in 39:03.3.

The 60-69 group in the 5K saw 
Marta Ciancio place first, in 34:02.5. 
In second, Kathy Sweo, in 36:47.4, 
and Margaret Wassner in third, in 
37:47.9. Robin Stratton placed fourth, 
in 39:35.5, and Judy Ann Williams 
finished fifth, in 41:53.8.

Fia Mattice, in 34:00.1, and Dee 
Wiecher, in 54:09.2, represented the 
70+ group.

- Male 5K Top Five Winners
Rylie Cabalse placed first overall 

in the 5K, and first in his 19 
and under group, in 18:55.8. 
More than a minute and 
a half later, second place 
overall, and first for his 50-
59 group, Todd Marohnic 

finished in 20:29.0. Ryan Williams was 
third, in 22:11.4, and second in his 19 and 
under group. Bryce Harada, 20-29 group, 

placed fourth overall and first 
in his group, in 22:14.5. James 
Twigg-Smith took fifth overall, 
and first in his 30-39 group, in 
23:43.4.

The 19 and under group top 
five was filled out by 11 year old 
Caleb Crook, third, in 27:08.0. 
Asher Rataj, 12, took fourth in 
the group, in 27:10.5. Eli Crook, 
one of two youngest males – at 
ten years old – to finish the race, 
placed fifth in the age group and 
23rd overall, in 30:28.8.

Ramaiah Ojeda, in the 20-
29 group, placed second, in 
26:15.4. Close on his heels was 
Francis Sakai-Kawada, third, 
in 29:26.5. Fourth went to Nick 

Jack, in 35:18.7. There was no fifth entrant 

A Bon Dance and Twilight Lantern Parade 
will be Saturday, Aug. 31, 6-10 p.m. at 
Nāʻālehu Hongwanji. Join in the dancing, 
and enjoy music and food, at a Celebration 
of Remembrance. Taiko drumming photo by 
Peter Anderson was taken ten years ago at 
the last Bon Dance in Nāʻālehu. Temple Pres. 

Robert Kobzi, robertkobzi@aol.com

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, pg. 13

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, from pg. 7

The inaugural Volcano's ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Half Marathon races to raise money to 
save the ʻŌhiʻa Forests drew many runners to Volcano.

Photo from Mikey Brown Photography
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KAHUKU TO MiLOLi‘i

Kahuku Unit's 
38th annual Hawaiian 
Cultural Festival on 
July 13 offered island 
visitors and the local 
community a chance 
to connect to Hawai-
ian cultural practices 
through hands-on crafts 
and demonstrations, 
hula and Hawaiian 
music, and food. The 
festival's theme was E 
Ho‘omau: to continue; 
last year's festival was 
canceled due to the 
2018 Kīlauea eruption.

The free five hour 
celebration offered en-
tertainment from two 
hālau hula and three lo-
cal bands from Hawai‘i 
Island: Debbie Ryder 
and Hālau O Leion-
alani; Russell Mauga 
and Da Kahuku Mauka 
Boyz; Mamo Brown 
and Hālau Ulumamo 
O Hilo Palikū; Deme-
trius Oliviera and Gene 

38th Annual Hawaiian Cultural Fest at Kahuku

Beck of Keaiwa; and Bran-
don Nakano and the Keawe 
Trio.

The Ka‘ū Multicultural 
Society shared their popular 
paniolo, cowboy, photogra-
phy exhibit, a glimpse into 
Kahuku Ranch's not-so-dis-
tant past.

Capt. Kiko Johnston-
Kitazawa exhibited his au-
thentic Hawaiian sailing 
canoe.

The National Park 
Service and Hawai‘i Pa-
cific Parks Association staff 

demonstrated ‘oli, 
chant, and showed 
attendees how to 
make ti leaf lei, how 
to weave lau hala, 
and ‘ohe kapala, 
bamboo stamping.

Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a 
Death education 
and outreach hand-
ed out native plant 
seeds. One seed 
type, ʻōhiʻa, is suf-
fering 

a devas-
tating fungal epidemic on 
several Hawaiian islands.

The ‘Alalā Project, ‘Imi 
Pono no ka ‘Āina, and NPS 
Natural Resources Manage-
ment educated on how to 
protect native species and 
about their latest conserva-
tion efforts.

Food from Volcano 
House, shave ice from the 
Friends of Hawai‘i Volca-
noes National Park, and Ka‘ū 
coffee from Hawai‘i Pacific 
Parks Association were avail-
able for purchase. Attendees 
were also encouraged to 
bring a picnic lunch.

The event was co-spon-
sored by Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park, the Friends of 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park, Volcano House, and 
the Hawai‘i Pacific Parks 
Association. The Park's of-
ficial social media has video, 
festival photos, and more.

The discovery of this island was by canoe, as honored in this hula.                    Photo by Manu Yahna

Park rangers make ti leaf lei with cultural fest 
goers.                                    Photo by Manu Yahna

Native plant seeds, including ʻōhiʻa, 
were handed out at the Cultural Festi-
val at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, 
Kahuku Unit.  Photo by Manu Yahna
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The ʻŌhiʻa Challenge Award goes to 
Dr. Ryan Perroy, of University of Hawaiʻi 
at Hilo. He wins a $70,000 prize for his in-
novations to combat Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death. 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park Ecolo-
gist David Benitez announced the winner 
at the Hawai‘i Conservation Conference 
in Honolulu in July, saying, "Innovative 
solutions such as Dr. Perroy's are a key to 
stopping the spread of ROD and saving 
our cherished ‘ōhiʻa for future generations. 
The ecological and cultural importance of 
ʻōhi‘a cannot be overstated. We were en-
couraged by the many high-quality sub-
missions we received for this Challenge."

In addition to Perroy's winning solu-
tion, two non-monetary Honorable Men-
tions were awarded: Lauralea Oliver, with 
K9inSCENTive, LLC, for her proposal 
to use trained dogs and handlers to detect 
ROD; and Miguel Castrence, with Re-
source Mapping Hawaiʻi, for his proposal 
to use fixed wing airplanes and high-res-
olution sensors to map ROD across large 
areas.

Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, one 
of the partners in the Challenge, issued a 
statement, describing Perroy's work as "an 
innovative strategy to use unmanned air-
craft systems and remote sensing devices 
to detect a fungus decimating Hawaiian 
forests."

Since 2014, when it was first discov-
ered, Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death has killed hun-
dreds of thousands of mature ‘ōhi‘a trees, 
Metrosideros polymorpha, on Hawai‘i 
Island. The fungus was recently detected 

ENERGY, sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U
Perroy Receives $70,000 ‘Ōhi‘a Challenge Award

Dr. Ryan Perroy, center, won the $70,000 ‘Ōhi‘a Challenge at the 
Hawai‘i Conservation Conference. To his right is Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
ecologist David Benitez. On his left, Stanton Enomoto of the Dept. of 
the Interior's Office of Native Hawaiian Relations.          NPS photo

on Kaua‘i and Maui. ROD is caused by 
two invasive fungi, Ceratocystis huliohia 
and Ceratocystis lukuohia, that if left un-
stopped, could irreversibly change Hawai-
ian ecosystems and cultural traditions by 
eliminating the keystone native tree in Ha-
waiian forests.

Perroy is an associate professor at UH, 
and principle investigator with the Spa-
tial Data Analysis & Visualization lab, a 
research unit applying geospatial tools to 
local environmental problems in Hawai‘i 
and the Pacific region. Perroy's solution 
uses high-resolution cameras and other 
sensors to improve early detection of ROD 
across forests, including areas where signs 
of ROD may not yet be visible to the na-
ked eye. "This solution will buy manag-

ers precious time to respond 
to outbreaks, and will give 
scientists better information 
on how the disease spreads," 
says the statement.

A second component to 
his solution is to use a drone 
to collect samples from the 
canopy of suspect trees for 
laboratory analysis, thus in-
creasing the chances of de-
tecting the fungus, and saving 
time and effort of crews sam-
pling on the ground in often 
challenging environments.

Susan Combs, U.S. De-
partment of the Interior As-
sistant Secretary for Policy, 
Management, and Budget, 
said, "The best answers to 

problems are not always the ones we think 
up on our own. We need innovative solu-
tions like Dr. Perroy's submission to help 
us nurture the land for the next generations. 
Collaborative conservation is an important 
tool for successfully fulfilling our respon-
sibilities to protect our nation's forests, wa-
tersheds, and other natural resources."

Conservation X Labs, the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior's Office of Native 

Hawaiian Relations, the National Invasive 
Species Council Secretariat, and the Na-
tional Park Service partnered on the ʻŌhiʻa 
Challenge to identify novel technological 
solutions to ROD. The $70,000 challenge 
was offered to create innovative and low-
cost solutions to detect the invasion path-
ways and the spread of ROD-causing fungi 
in the environment. Fifty-six applications 
were received from solvers across multiple 
U.S. states as well as from European and 
African countries.

Alex Deghan, CEO and founder of 
Conservation X Labs, praised Perroy's in-
novative solution: "We believe that expo-
nential technologies and novel innovations 
are necessary to turn the tide on the growing 
rate of biodiversity loss. Open innovation 
competitions like The ‘Ōhi‘a Challenge 
provide an opportunity to source and scale 
such transformative solutions. Dr. Perroy's 
solution deploying multi-spectral imaging 
to detect asymptomatic trees at a landscape 
level has the potential to help save ‘ōhi‘a 
from extinction. Not only could his work 
tackle a critical problem in Hawai‘i, but it 
could also yield incredible new develop-
ments in tracking fungal pathogens that 
threaten vital plant and agricultural species 
globally," Deghan said.

Maunakea, from pg. 6
Proponents said they are con-

cerned that other astronomy pro-
grams, some of them on Maunakea 
for 50 years, are losing ground in 
their research, as astronomers and 
maintenance staff were pulled off 
the mountain when the road was 
blocked. Several teams of mainte-
nance workers successfully passed 
through the blockade on the access 
road.

During a press conference July 29, Kim said 
that he met with state and Protectors and gained 
understanding of "differing viewpoints" and a 
willingness for the parties to conduct more meet-
ings. He said he wants access to Maunakea "to 
return to normailty" until the TMT dispute is re-
solved. State Sen. Kaialiʻi Kahele, with a resolu-
tion backing him from Hawaiʻi County, called for 
a six-month moratorium on construction until a 
peaceful settlement could be made.

In the meantime support for Protectors of 
Maunakea sparked marches around the state; 
marches in mainland and foreign cities, espe-
cially among indigenous groups; and a one-day 
stand down among some businesses to show peo-
ple what it would be like without Hawaiians in 
Hawaiʻi.

Numerous political figures described the 
situation as much bigger than Maunakea itself, re-
ferring to historical treatment of native Hawaiians 
and their current economic situation with lack 
of housing affordability, ocean access, and other 
issues.

The encampment itself is run as a Hawai-
ian community, with food service, portable re-
strooms, and daily routines involving cultural, 
environmental, and peaceful resistance education. 
Daily activities include morning prayers, chant-
ing, hula, and other protocol, welcoming those 
who want to listen to the story of their cause.

Maunakea, pg. 14
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3D Mammograms are available in 
Hilo at Hawaiʻi Radiologic Associates, 
Ltd., as of Aug. 1. This is the only location 
on Hawaiʻi Island that offers this newer 
technology.

HiRad.com states, "3D mammogra-
phy produces multiple X-ray images of the 
breasts to create a digital 3-dimensional 
rendering of breast tissue. This allows radi-
ologists to view the breast in 1-millimeter 

‘slices' rather than just the image from the 
top and side. This technology is particular-
ly helpful for screening women with dense 
breasts. More than half of Hawaiʻi women 
have dense breasts. Women with dense tis-
sue are four to five times more likely to 
develop breast cancer." The U.S. Food & 
Drug Administration approved the technol-
ogy in 2011.

Said HRA president Dr. David Cama-

cho, "Since the early 1980s, HRA has been 
the leader of breast imaging on Hawaii Is-
land. While this was a substantial invest-
ment for us, we believe the 3D mammog-
raphy will better serve our patients. We 
believe that bringing 3D mammography to 
the Big Island will enable us to find more 
cancers earlier, leading to a better outcome 
for the women of this island."

Virtual Doctor Visits are available in 
Kaʻū and throughout the state. The parent 
company of Longs Drugs, CVS Health, an-
nounced that people with "minor illnesses 
and injuries, skin conditions, and other 
wellness needs can now seek care" with 
MinuteClinic Video Visits. A telehealth 
offering, the service will provide patients 
in Hawaiʻi, residents or visitors, with 24-
hour access to care from a mobile device 
or computer.

A MinuteClinic Video Visit costs $59, 
which is only payable by credit, debit, 
FSA, and HSA cards. Insurance coverage 
will be added to the experience in the com-
ing months, states CVS. 

A CVS Health study found that 95 
percent of telehealth pilot patients were 

"highly satisfied" with the quality of care, 
with the convenience, and with the overall 
telehealth experience. Since MinuteClinic 
Video Visits launched in August 2018, 
thousands of Video Visits have been con-
ducted in 18 states and Washington, D.C., 
with more than half taking place outside of 
traditional clinic hours.

Video visits can be used to provide 
care for patients ages two years and older. 
Each patient will complete a health ques-
tionnaire and be matched to a board-certi-
fied health care provider licensed in their 
state, who will review the completed ques-
tionnaire with the patient's medical history, 
assess the patient's condition, and deter-
mine appropriate treatment. Necessary 
prescriptions are submitted to the patient's 

preferred pharmacy. If a patient should be 
seen in person for follow-up care or test-
ing, the provider will recommend the pa-
tient visit a local health care provider.

Sharon Vitti, President of Minute-
Clinic, said, "We're excited to continue to 
expand the availability of MinuteClinic 
Video Visits across eight additional states," 
totaling 26. She said the expansion of the 
service enables CVS to "provide even 
more people with access to an innovative, 
on-demand health care option and demon-
strates our commitment to delivering high-
quality care when and where our patients 
need it, at prices they can afford."

Sign up for a virtual visit at cvs.com/
minuteclinic.

Telehealth Progress: CVS Launches its Telehealth Visits in Ka‘ū

3D Imaging for Mammograms is Available in Hilo

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, from pg. 10
in the group.

Second place in the 30-39 group 
was achieved by Bastian Rebhan, in 
26:29.8. Third was captured by Jona-
than Leiner, in 30:18.4; fourth by 
John Monnette, in 32:02.2; and fifth 
by Daniel Loo, in 36:33.5.

Jarvis Valera, first, in 31:18.5, 
and Andrew White, second, in 
31:19.4, represented the 40-49 group. 
There were no more entrants in the 
group.

Reed Brozen, in the 50-59 group, 
followed Marohnic, in 26:10.0. 

Swiftly thereafter came Jeffrey 
Hawk, in 28:14.8, at third place; 
Christian Engelhardt, in 28:39.6, 
at fourth; and Patrick Adams, in 
30:48.3, at fifth.

Zinn took the first place slot 
in the 60-69 group, in 35:59.1. He 
was followed by Timothy Kale, in 
43:59.2. There were no more finish-
ers in the group.

Jeff Hamilton, the eldest run-
ner to finish the race, represented 
the 70 and older males, in 32:47.5.

See ohialeahuhalf.com, web-
scorer.com/race?raceid=189374.Every runner to finish Volcano's ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Half Marathon won an 

ʻŌhiʻa seedling as a trophy.       Photo from Mikey Brown Photography
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KA PEPA vOLCANO
Independence Day in Volcano Represented All Walks - and Rides

Volcano's annual Fourth of July parade 
drew people from many walks of life, com-
munity interests, and avocations, including 
Grand Marshal Tina Neal, Chief Scientist of 
Hawaiian Volcanoes Observatory.

The Miss Kaʻū Coffee court, Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park, Hawaiʻi Pacific 
Parks Association, Science Camps of Amer-
ica, Rotary Club of Volcano, Volcano School 
of Arts & Sciences, and many more walked 
or rode the Old Volcano Highway. 

Paniolo from Kaʻū hauled horses from 
Mauna Loa to Kīīlauea Volcano to partici-
pate in the parade.

Na Paniola O Kaʻū represented the 
ranching life of the district. It was the first 
time, in at least recent history, that the panio-
la on horseback have entered the event. The 

ladies represented numerous cattle and 
horse operations in Kaʻū, just days before 
the rodeo in Nāʻālehu. Those who rode are 

Lori Lee Lorenzo, Kehau Ke, Kamalani Ka-
haulua Stacy, Denicia Derasin, Merle Beck-
er, Kehaulani Ke, Elaine 

Togami, Kricia Derasin, and Mckella Akana.

Harmony in the U.S.A. and Love, along with the patriotism of the Ameri-
can flag.                                                                  Photo by Leilani Esperanza

Kaʻū women on horseback called Na Paniola Kaʻū, headed up Kīlauea Volcano to 
ride in the parade along Old Volcano Highway.                  Photo by Leilani Esperanza

The Royal Order of Kamehameha is a regular in the Fourth of July Parade 
in Volcano.                                                                           Photo by Yvette Slack

 Volcano School marches through its home town.
Photo by Leilani Esperanza

Miss Kaʻū Coffee court. Left to right, Jr. Miss Kaʻū Coffee Cristina Kawewehi, 
Miss Kaʻū Coffee  Helena Nihipali Sesson, Miss Kaʻū Coffee Flower Kysha Manini 
Kaupu, Miss Peaberry Liliana Marques, first Peaberry Princess Kendall Haddock 
and second Miss Peaberry Princess Helen Miranda.      Photo by Leilani Esperanza

LEFT: Rotary Club of Vol-
cano rolls through the parade 
and sponsors food after the 
event.

Photo by Leilani Esperanza

RIGHT: Kaʻū women on horse-
back, called Na Paniola Kaʻū, 
headed up Kīlauea Volcano to ride 
in the Volcano Fourth of July 4 
Parade along Old Volcano High-
way.           Photo from Kehau Ke

BELOW: Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks 
runs the bookstores at Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes.

Photo by Leilani Esperanza

LEFT: Mamaki Butterfly costume from Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park. Photo by Yvette Slack

Grand Marshal of the Volcano Parade  and Hawaiian 
Volcanoes Observatory Chief Scientist Tina Neal, left, rode 
a silver convertible, draped in flag.

Photo by Leilani Esperanza

Maunakea, from pg. 12
During his July 29 

press conference, Mayor 
Kim said, "I support TMT 
to be done in a good way, a 
right way," and called for a 
peaceful solution.

In Ocean View, 
Nāʻālehu, around the state 
and internationally groups 
gathered on roadsides to 
protest TMT. Some parades 
grew to hundreds of people 
as the encampment at Mau-
nakea drew thousands. In 
favor of TMT, hundreds 
of people showed banner 
waiving support in Hilo and 
on Oʻahu.
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Volcano Winery's annual fundrais-
ing Harvest Festival tickets are on sale at 
volcanowinery.com or (808) 967-7772. 
Proceeds benefit Volcano School of Arts & 
Sciences.

This sixth festive evening of live mu-
sic, food, wines and craft beers under the 
stars happens Sunday, Sept. 8, 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. The $50 per person tickets include 
live music entertainment by Young Broth-
ers; delicious food and drink from local 
restaurants; award-winning wines and 
teas from the Volcano Winery; tours of the 
vineyards and a huge raffle.

Last year's sell-out event raised a re-
cord $10,000, which funded student trans-
portation to real-world study sites. Accord-
ing to school Principal Kalima Kinney, 

this year's Harvest 
Festival has a special 
fundraising mission: 
to sustain and expand 
the school's Healthy 
Food Program and 
Food Sustainability 
initiatives.

Said Kinney, 
"Nutritious food is a 
foundation for suc-
cessful learning and 
Volcano School has 
been proud to offer 
students free, healthy 
breakfast and lunch for every student ev-
ery day. We're also dedicated to using local 
products in student meals to support local 

farmers and food sus-
tainability efforts to 
reduce our school and 
community's reliance 
on imported food."

Del and Marie 
Bothof, owners of 
Volcano Winery, said, 
"It's been our plea-
sure for six years now 
to host this magical 
event for Volcano 
School. We're espe-
cially excited that 
proceeds from this 

year's ‘ono food and wine festival will sup-
port local students with nutrition needed 
for optimal learning, as well as help our 

community become more resilient and 
self-reliant."

Volcano School of Arts & Sciences 
is a Hawaiian-focused public charter 
school dedicated to the mission of learning 
through Volcano's unique natural and cul-
tural resources to become creative global 
citizens. VSAS is accepting enrollment ap-
plications for the 2019-2020 school year, 
which starts Aug. 5; orientation for new 
students is Aug. 2. Spaces are available in 
1st through 8th grades of the expanding 
Kula ‘Amakihi Community-Based Educa-
tion (CBE) Program; the school may also 
have space or short wait lists for certain 
grades in the regular on-campus programs. 
Contact 808-985-9800, or email enroll-
ment@volcanoschool.net to enroll.

Support Volcano School of Arts &Sciences while Sipping Wine

Volcano Winery owners Marie and Del Bothof at 
last year's record-breaking, sold-out event. 

Photo by Aubrey Hawk

Avoid a Crowded Trip to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
"Turn Left Tuesday" and visiting areas 

away from Kīlauea's summit is promoted 
by Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. A 
release today said major congestion and 
lack of parking due to increasing summer 
visitation – especially on Tuesdays, due to 
the Hilo docking of the Pride of America 
cruise ship – is causing "frustration and ci-
tations for illegal parking," according to a 
release from the Park.

Attractions like Wāhinekapu (Steam-
ing Bluff), Steam Vents, Ha‘akulamanu 
(Sulphur Banks), Devastation Trail, 
Kīlauea Iki, Pu‘u Pua‘i, and Kīlauea Visi-
tor Center are cited as being frequently 
overcrowded.

Said Chief of Interpretation Ben 
Hayes, "Parking is a mess on Tuesdays, 
but it's a challenge any day during the busy 
summer months. On Tuesdays, expect to 
find zero parking at the summit destina-
tions between 10 a.m.and 3 p.m. It's not 
unusual for traffic to be backed out onto 
Highway 11 from the entrance station.

"We want our visitors to leave with 
smiles, photos, and memories that will last 
a lifetime, not a parking ticket or a nega-
tive experience. All it takes is a little plan-
ning and flexibility."

A new page on the Park's website 
shows the parking status at popular loca-
tions throughout the days, nps.gov/havo/
planyourvisit/parking.htm. Almost all of 
the sights along Chain of Craters Road 

usually have ample parking around the 
clock.  

Park rangers offer these tips so all visi-
tors have a positive and memorable time in 
the park:

"Turn Left Tuesday." Get into the left 
lane, and turn left at the entrance station 
to head down the 19-mile Chain of Craters 
Road towards the Park's dramatic lava-
covered coast to avoid the crowds. Stop at 
the crater pullouts along the way, explore 
Mauna Ulu fissure eruption and Pu‘u Loa 
Petroglyphs, and enjoy scenic overlooks 
and the Hōlei Sea Arch.

Hike Kīlauea Iki Trail. This four-mile 
trek is one of the most scenic and popular 
trails in the park. Plan to hit the trail by 7 
a.m., and be out by 10 a.m. 

Mauna Loa Road is well worth explor-
ing during peak hours, especially in good 
weather. Kīpukapuaulu offers an easy, for-
ested hike, and the views and birding are 
excellent along the way to the Mauna Loa 
Overlook at 6,662 feet. 

Visit Kahuku. Kahuku is free, never 
crowded, and is open to the public Wednes-
day through Sunday. Located on the mau-
ka (inland) side of Highway 11 near mile 
marker 70.5 in Ka‘ū. 

Timing is Everything. Hawai‘i Volca-
noes National Park is open 24 hours, 365 
days a year (except for Kahuku). Explore 
the summit attractions well before 10 a.m. 
or after 3 p.m.

A Taste of Tea and Pottery third an-
nual fundraiser happens Sunday, Aug. 25 
from noon to 4 p.m. at Volcano Art Cen-
ter's Niʻaulani Campus, 19-4074 Old 
Volcano Rd. in Volcano Village. The 
event helps fund VAC's "Fire Arts Pro-
grams," which include ongoing ceram-
ics and glass classes and workshops. 
Admission is $30 for VAC Members 
or $35 for non-Members and includes 
a choice of one hand made tea cup 
or bowl, a tasting of several freshly 
brewed Hawaiʻi grown teas, and the 
option to participate in a traditional 
Japanese tea ceremony.

During the event, VAC ceramics 
students and pottery instructor Erik 
Wold, will invite attendees to get their 
hands in clay in the ceramics studio. All are 
welcome to join in or observe the action, 
and get a taste of what VAC's ceramics 
educational program has to offer.

Enjoy door prizes and a silent auction 
as well as cookies, packaged tea, and tea 
cups, which can be purchased addition-
ally. Attendees can vote for their favorite 
Hawaiʻi grown tea through the Taster's 
Choice Award. "A Taste of Tea & Pottery 
fundraiser is sure to be an entertaining day 
of tea and ceramics," says a statement from 

VAC.
Eva Lee, from Hawaiʻi Tea Society 

and co-founder of Tea Hawaiʻi & Compa-

ny of Volcano, will discuss tea cultivation 
in Hawaiʻi for small family farms and the 
global market. Lee will also present a sum-
mary on the pre event fund raising Arts & 
Tea Culture Workshops, which were made 
possible by the support of Volcano ce-
ramic artist guest instructor and tea grower 
Chiu Leong, and Chado practitioner artist 
Philippe Nault, infusing tea culture with 
Hawaiʻi agriculture.

A Taste of Tea & Pottery helps support 
VAC's ongoing ceramics program, which 

offers educational opportunities in clay in 
an atmosphere of camaraderie and shared 
inspiration where students learn from one 

another at the ceramics studio in the 
unique rainforest setting of Volcano, 
Hawaiʻi. Attendees of the fundraiser will 
have the opportunity to try a variety of 
clay forming methods, including hand-
building and wheelthrowing.

For those whose interest is sparked, 
there is always the opportunity to regis-
ter in one of our regular session series 
of classes offered throughout the year. 
"While sustained practice is crucial in 
developing the skills needed to explore 
the medium of ceramics in depth, this 
event is intended to be a fun introduc-
tion for those curious to try their hand at 

working with clay," states teaching artist 
Erik Wold.

Wold studied Art, specializing in Ce-
ramics, at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, 
graduating in 1993. Erik's primary focus is 

creating functional high-fired pottery. Erik 
has been instructing all skill levels, from 
those entirely new to working with clay, to 
advanced students in both wheelthrowing 
and handbuilding techniques, since VAC 
began its ongoing ceramics programs over 
three years ago. Key areas of interest have 
been in the pottery traditions of Japan and, 
most recently, East African Handbuilding 
methods which Wold will also demonstrate 
at the event. 

A Taste of Tea & Pottery also supports 
VAC's ongoing glass programs. Programs 
include Stained Glass Basics I and II with 
Claudia McCall and Lois Stokes, and 
Flameworking with Nash Adams-Pruitt. 
Glass class offerings will be expanding 
as VAC raises the necessary funds to pur-
chase specialized equipment and expand 
classroom space. Support these programs 
by purchasing a ticket or making a dona-
tion by calling 808-967-8222 or visiting

Volcano Art Center Fundraiser Offers Pottery, Tea, and Fun

Keiki observe VAC student Annie Stiefel give a demonstra-
tion on the wheel at last year's fundraiser. Photo from VAC

Tea and Pottery, pg. 16
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volcanoartcenter.org.
VAC is a non-profit educational orga-

nization created in 1974 to promote, devel-
op, and perpetuate the artistic and cultural 
heritage of Hawai‘i's people and environ-
ment through activities in the visual, liter-
ary, and performing arts.

A Taste of Tea & Pottery event is co-
sponsored by the State of Hawaiʻi Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Visit volcanoartcenter.org.

Tea and Pottery, from pg. 15

Explore Pāhala to Volcano 1800s History on Peter Lee Road
A rare exploration Kaʻū history 

in the late 1800s will be offered by the 
Volcano Community Foundation in 
August. Participants will travel the Pe-
ter Lee Road that runs between Pāhala 
and Volcano, inland from Highway 11. 
The Peter Lee Road is named on topo-
graphic maps of Kaʻū District, shown 
as a pair of dashed lines. Built in 1888, 
this carriage road was mainly intended 
to transport people from Pāhala to Vol-
cano House Hotel, perched on the rim of 

Kīlauea Caldera. Intrepid 
travelers would come by 
ship to Punaluʻu Bay and 
take a boat to the land-
ing, where they would 
ride a plantation train to 
Pāhala before starting up 
the carriage road.

Martha Hoverson, 
retired librarian and a 
volunteer for the Cultural 
Resources Management 

Division of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park, researched the history of the road and 
the man who built it. She will give a pre-

An opportunity to travel the old Peter Lee Road between Pāhala and Volcano is offered Aug. 8.
Photo from Volcano Community Foundation

Peter Lee. 
Photo from Volcano Commu-

nity Foundation

Input on 2% Land Fund Requested
Allowing compensation for board 

members, employees, and officers of non-
profits, who care for lands funded by the 
Two Percent Land Fund, unanimously 
passed the County Council. It is a recom-
mendation and would go on the 2020 bal-
lot if it passes through 
the Charter Commis-
sion. Kaʻū's County 
Council member Maile 
David, and Kona and 
Waikaloa's council 
member Karen Eoff, of-
fered the proposal.

The charter amend-
ment would allow com-
pensation for specific 
duties such as labor, 
educational workshops, 
and maintenance work 
to be paid to an officer, 
board member, or em-
ployee, if those duties 
have been specifically 
identified and officially 
approved in the detailed 
business plan submitted as part of the stew-
ardship proposal.

The rationale is that the nonprofits 
working on the land are often comprised 
of a small number of community members 
who are motivated to work on the projects. 
Contracting out all labor would also be a 
higher cost to the organization.

Debbie Hecht, who leads the Two 
Percent Fund community effort, Save Our 
Lands Citizen's Committee, encourages 
testimony to the Charter Commission, in 
person on Wednesday, August 8, at 11 a.m. 
in Hilo, or to Charter.commission@ha-
waiicounty.gov.

Said Hecht, "If you are the member of 
a non-profit who has applied or may apply 

to the Maintenance Fund, it is especially im-
portant for you to show up to tell why this 
would help your organization (even if you 
showed up before). This is a last ditch effort 
to be able to pay people who work on the 
land. Please say you support the council's 

manaʻo on CA-18 to allow the nonprofits to 
pay people that work on the land, and you 
would like the clarifying language incorpo-
rated into their proposed CA-9."

Details on using the Two Percent Land fund for stewarding preserve 
lands go before the Charter Commission in August and could be on the 
ballot in 2020.                                                                     Photo by Julia Neal

sentation entitled Peter Lee and the Road 
Ahead at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 8 at 
Volcano Art Center's Niʻaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village.

In her talk, she will discuss the role 
that Peter Lee, an immigrant from Norway, 
played in the early development of tourism 
in Hawaiʻi. He owned a hotel in Punaluʻu, 
served as a popular manager of Volcano 
House Hotel from 1891 to 1898, and later 
opened his own Crater Hotel, located near 
the Volcano School of Arts and Sciences 
campus on Old Volcano Road.

The presentation, sponsored by Vol-
cano Community Foundation in conjunc-
tion with Volcano Art Center, will provide 
a glimpse of the Volcano area and Kaʻū 
during a pivotal time in Hawaiʻi's history. 

There is no charge for this program, al-
though donations will be accepted.

A tour of Kapapala Ranch on Saturday, 

Aug. 24, at 9:30 a.m., hosted by Volcano 
Community Foundation, will give partici-
pants a chance to experience parts of the 
Peter Lee Road firsthand and learn more 
about the rich history of both the ranch and 
the road. The program will conclude with a 
catered gourmet lunch and an optional walk 
on a portion of the Peter Lee Road. Fee for 
the tour and lunch is $50. Limited spots 
available; advance registration required. 
Email volcanocommunity@gmail.com or 
call (808) 895-1011. A signup sheet will also 
be available at the Aug. 8 Peter Lee presen-
tation. Registration confirmation and addi-
tional program information will be emailed 
prior to the tour.

The Volcano Community Foundation is 
a non-profit, 501(c)3 charitable organization.




