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Govt, Health Leaders Assure Kaʻū Hospital Safe from COVID
The Kaʻū COVID-19 Update drew a full house, 

sitting in chairs distanced six feet apart, with everyone 
masked, from Lt. Gov. Josh Green and Mayor Harry Kim, 
to kūpuna looking for answers. The meeting, July 13 at 
Pāhala Community Center addressed a crack in the wall 
of regulations aimed to block the spread of COVID-19.

That crack allowed a physician to arrive in the state 
and go on to Kaʻū Hospital. She was listed as an essential 
worker, untested for COVID, and under a quarantine that 
allowed her to go to work. After two days at Kaʻū Hos-
pital Rural Health Clinic, seeing 11 patients, her COVID 
test came up positive. She retreated to isolation in her 

Masks & Low COVID Count Attract Japan

Registered Voters Can Walk in Ballots Until Aug. 8
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Voters who miss the Aug. 3 deadline to 
postmark their ballots for the 2020 Pirmary 
Election can walk them into to Nāʻālehu 
Police Station, 24 hours a day until Aug. 8 
at 7 p.m. Other drop-off places around the 
island are Pāhoa Police Station, County of 
Hawaiʻi Aupuni Center in Hilo, Waimea 
Police Station, West Hawaiʻi Civic Center 
in Kona, and Rodney Yano Hall in Capt. 

Hawaiʻi Island has one of the lowest 
COVID-19 rates in the country, record-
ing no new cases for at least a week at the 
end of July. Masks must be worn in public 
with few exceptions, according to CO-
VID-19 Emergency Rule No. 10, signed 
in July by Hawaiʻi County Mayor Harry 
Kim. "Wearing a face covering in public 
is so important. These coverings protect 
each other from possible infection from 
COVID-19," said the mayor, as cases 
numbers rose elsewhere in the state and 
across the country.

At the end of July, COVID-19 cases 
statewide reached record highs, with 109 
on one day but none on this island. In a 
press conference, July 29, Kim said that 
keeping case numbers low is the county's 
goal. Instead of coming down hard with 
enforcement, he would rather use educa-
tion and encouragement to convince the 
public and business owners to comply 
with COVID-19 protection rules. With the 
public's help, the economy can start re-
covering and people can be safe, without 
halting interisland travel again or shutting 
down businesses, said the mayor.

Kim called trans-Pacific and interis-
land travel "a big threat to Hawaiʻi Island," 
particularly for locals who travel to Oʻahu 
and the mainland with their spikes in cas-
es. He encouraged residents to stay home 
and avoid traveling. He vowed to increase 
county contact with visitors and returning 
locals under quarantine, to make sure they 
isolate for 14 days. He said he will work 
with the state to improve enforcement and 
monitoring those in quarantine.

With Hawaiʻi Island's low COVID 
count, this island has become a possible 
choice to renew travel from Japan. Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe and Foreign Minis-
ter Thoshimitsu Moteji announced in July 
that the State of Hawaiʻi and 12 countries 
are candidates for the new Japan Safe 
Travel Program.

Hawaiʻi is the only destination in the 
United States mentioned. Other possible 

Cook.
Saturday. Aug. 8 is primary election 

day, with county and state officials promis-
ing to tabulate the results as early as pos-
sible. It will be the first-ever election in 
Hawaiʻi with most of the ballots mailed. 

Those who do not receive a ballot in 
the mail or want to vote in-person may 
do so at Voter Service Centers in Kona at 

Keoki Covers Music Safely
Keoki Sereno entertained for the entire ʻO Kaʻū Kākou July 4 event at the 

outdoor Nāʻālehu Market. All attendees wore masks, hand sanitizing required, 
along with distancing in sitting settings. The Hawaiian musician's regular gig is 
at Punaluʻu Bake Shop. He said he hopes music will return to outdoor venues 
soon. See more photos from the event and story on page 10. Photo by Julia Neal

COVID Cases, pg. 5

Kaʻū Hospital Administrator Merilyn Harris explains protection from 
COVID-19 at the hospital and clinic. At right are Mayor Harry Kim 
and Lt. Gov. Josh Green.                                            Photo by Julia Neal

accommodations – far from the hospital campus.
Kaʻū Hospital Administrator Merilyn Harris stood in 

front of the public to say that she called all the patients 
and any caregivers with them who saw the infected phy-
sician. She offered them free COVID tests and all came 
up negative. She attributed the negative COVID-19 re-
sults to the practices at the hospital. Every person is ques-
tioned about health before they enter, with temperatures 
taken. All patients, doctors and other staff wear masks.

Harris noted that the infected physician did not enter 
the long-term wing of the hospital that is home to vulner-

COVID-19 Update, pg. 3

Kaʻū Teachers Go
Back to Schools

Teachers are back to school on Kaʻū 
campuses for training and making class-
rooms ready with protocols for safety during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Students will like-
ly return around Aug. 17 (originally sched-
uled Aug. 4 statewide), following approvals 
by the Board of Education.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Chris-
tina Kishimoto, issued a Return to Learn up-
date in late July. She wrote that Department 
of Education leadership "has been working 
with the unions throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic to ensure our students get the 
education they deserve and our employees 
have a safe work environment. We have 
continued these conversations and reached a 
conditional agreement to propose a delayed 
start for students to accommodate concerns 
regarding employee training.

"Throughout our discussions, we were 
mindful that any adjustments to the calen-
dar must focus on educating and supporting 
students. We also acknowledge the voice of 
our families, partners, and employees who 
are not represented by the unions yet are im-
pacted by this decision.

"We will use this time to prepare at yet 
another level, but I recognize this comes at 
a cost for public school parents and our stu-
dents. My expectation is that if the Board 
approves the two-week delay, that our labor 

74-5044 Ane Keohokalole Hwy and Hilo 
at 101 Pauahi St. Vote in-person through 
Aug. 7, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on Elec-
tion Day, Aug. 8, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Same-
day voter registration is available at Voter 
Service Centers. See elections.hawaii.gov.

Candidates to represent Kaʻū through 
Volcano for County Council, state House 

Hurricane Douglas Prompts Kaʻū Rescue
Hurricane Douglas blew in from Mex-

ico in late July, sparing Kaʻū before skat-
ing past the North shores of the Islands and 
leaving good surf.

The only fatality from Hurricane 
Douglas in Hawaiʻi could have happened 
in Kaʻū. Wind and seas swept a kayaking 
fisherman six miles out late Sunday, July 
26. He capsized and recovered but drifted 
overnight and became extremely fatigued. 
He called 911 for help after daybreak.

Hawaiʻi Police Dispatch and County 
Fire Department notified the Coast Guard. 

Vote, pg. 2

Hurricane Douglas, pg. 15

Teachers: Back to School, pg. 7

Punaluʻu fun in small waves before Hurricane Douglas slipped by north of Kaʻū.      Photo by Julia Neal
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Hū Honua is "not going to accept" 
the Public Utilities Commission ruling 
to reject its Power Purchase Agreement 
to sell electricity from its biofuel plant 
on the Hāmākua Coast to Hawaiian Elec-
tric. Those words came from Warren Lee, 
President of Hū Honua's managing com-
pany, Honua Ola. In July, he spoke to em-
ployees and supporters from the grounds 
of the new oceanfront factory, designed to 
make electricity by burning trees from eu-
calyptus farms on Kamehameha Schools 
lands above Pāhala and beyond.

PUC's rejection of the agreement 
means Hū Honua must delay opening 
its $350 million plant, which employs 
64 workers. It also means the company 
would have to reapply for its permit and 
compete, perhaps for years, with compa-
nies offering new proposals for renewable 
energy, after building its bioenergy plant.

Lee, who previously ran the county's 
Department of Public Works and served 
as President of Hawaiian Electric Light 
Co., said "We are not going to accept a 
ruling from a state commission whose 
members, I believe, do not know or care 
about our island, our community or our 
people. They don't care that we are in the 
middle of a pandemic – or maybe they do 
care, but they just don't show it. Right in 
the middle of this crisis, it doesn't bother 

them to pull the plug on our project when 
it's 99 percent complete, and take away 
jobs from 60-plus people we have on-site 
now."

Watch a video of the presentation on 
Big Island Video News, with speeches 
from supporters, including KTA Super 
Stores Executive Vice President Derek 
Kurisu, Hawaiʻi Island Chamber of Com-
merce President Rhea Lee-Moku, and for-
mer Hawaiʻi State Representative Jerry 
Chang. Also in attendance were repre-
sentatives from ILWU Local 142, IBEW 
1186, and the Hawaiʻi Regional Council 
of Carpenters.

A statement from Honua Ola says the 
PUC's decision also results in "the loss of 
an additional 145 positions to be filled, 
consisting of ancillary jobs in trucking, 
forestry, and support services on Hawaiʻi 
Island."

Hū Honua proposes to create up 
to 21.5 megawatts that could provide 
about 14.5 percent of the electrical needs 
for Hawaiʻi Island and displace some 
250,000 barrels of imported oil per year. 
Its proposal proclaimed many benefits to 
the environment, including reduction of 
greenhouse gasses. Opponents objected 
to burning wood for energy and claimed 
possible pollution of the ocean.

Hū Honua Bioenergy encourages sup-

porters to "spread the word and speak out 
against the PUC's decision... by talking to 
your family and friends; 
let them know how this de-
cision hurts Hawaiʻi born-
and-raised employees." 
See honuaolabioenergy.
com or email help@honu-
aola.com.

PUC stated it makes 
conclusions on whether 
the project is the best op-
tion at this time for af-
fordable energy, and that 

biomass resources could have a place in 

Hū Honua Pleads for Community Support for its Biofuel Plant

of Representatives, U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, islandwide Mayor, and County 
Prosecutor are:

County Council: Incumbent Maile Da-
vid is running unopposed for a fourth term. 
Council District 6 covers East of Mountain 
View through Volcano and Kaʻū, including 
Pāhala, Punaluʻu, Nāʻālehu, Green Sands, 
Discovery Harbour, South Point, and 
Ocean View to Miloliʻi, continuing into 
South Kona.

Mayor of Hawaiʻi County: Incumbent 
Harry Kim is running for a fourth term; 
Neil Azevedo, of Hilo; Paul Amaury Bry-
ant, of Laupahoehoe; Bob Fitzgerald, of 
Kealakekua; Michael "Mikey" Glendon, 
of Mountain View; Robert Kelly Green-
well, of Kona; Stacy Higa, of Hilo; Wen-
dell Kaʻehuʻaeʻa, of Hilo; Yumi Kawano, 
of Volcano; Ikaika Marzo, of Pāhoa; Mitch 
Roth, of Hilo; Mike Ruggles, of Mountain 
View; Ted Toku San Shaneyfelt, of Papaik-
ou; Tante Urban, of Kona; and Lahi Marlin 
Verschuur, of Pāhoa.

West Kaʻū State House of Repre-
sentatives: Democrat Colehour Bondera, 
of Honaunau; Aloha ʻĀina Party mem-
ber Citlalli Johanna Decker, of Kamuela; 
Democrat Jeanné Kapela, of Capt. Cook; 
and Libertarian Michael Last, of Nāʻālehu. 
House District 5 represents West Kaʻū into 
Kona.

East Kaʻū State House of Representa-
tives: Incumbent Democrat Richard Onishi 
is running for a third term; Democrat Fred-
erick Fogel, of Volcano; Republican Susan 
Hughes, of Volcano; and Democrat Shan-
non Lopeka Matson, of Kurtistown. House 

Vote, from pg. 1

Vote, pg. 3

Hū Honua, pg. 12
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able residents. The entire hospital 
has been operating under a no-
visitors policy for months. Har-
ris said that every employee who 
came into contact with the doctor 
when she worked in the clinic 
tested negative. Regional hospital 
systems manager Dan Brinkman 
promised follow-up employee 
testing, which also came up 
negative. 

For the future, Brinkman and 
Harris said, no new employees 
– doctor, nurse, nor anyone else 
working at Kaʻū, Hilo, and other 
hospitals in their system – will be 
hired without a COVID-19 nega-
tive test result. Brinkman also said 
he plans for testing to go beyond 
new employees, as he negotiates 
with the hospital workers union 
to require testing of employees 
who come back from out-of-state 
vacations.

During the Kaʻū COVID-19 Update, 
Mayor Harry Kim talked about the gov-
ernor's announcement to delay the Aug. 1 
date that would have allowed trans-Pacific 

travelers into the state with negative CO-
VID-19 tests and a waiver for the 14-day 
quarantine. The mayor said he worked with 
the three other county mayors to urge Gov. 
David Ige to delay the influx of visitors un-
til at least Sept. 1, when more reliable test-

ing may be available to catch COVID-19 
carriers before they reach here. Kim also 
pointed to the out-of-control surge in main-
land cases and warned local people to think 
twice about going to the hot spots, and to 
exercise extreme caution when they travel.

The mayor said he is proud 
of Hawaiʻi Island's record of low 
numbers of COVID-19 cases, 
without any deaths on-island to 
date. He said success is only as 
good as people continuing safe 
practices and noted there will be 
setbacks, like the experience at 
Kaʻū Hospital. He also noted that 
two of the COVID patients on-
island are three and two years of 
age. He told the public, "You are 
the best policemen to talk to your 
family and friends" about social 
distancing.

Kim said he is proud that 
Hawaiʻi County helped initiate 
a statewide digital system, after 
the state tasked the county police 
department with ensuring that 
incoming visitors and returning 
residents remain in quarantine. 
He said initially it took days to 

receive information on where they were 
staying. Technology solved the problem. 
"With this pandemic, we learn every day," 
said the mayor.

The meeting was sponsored by Kaʻū 
Rural Health Community Association.

Six feet apart. Kaʻū residents met at Pāhala Community Center for the Kaʻū COVID-19 Update from Mayor Harry Kim, Lt. Gov. 
Josh Green, and health care officials. The meeting was organized by Jessie Marques and Kaʻū Rural Health Community 
Association.                                                                                                                                                                     Photo by Julia Neal

COVID-19 Update, from pg. 1

Vote, from pg. 2
District 3 represents East Kaʻū into Hilo.

West Kaʻū State Senate: Dru Kanuha 
is in the middle of his term and not up for 
reelection. Senate District 2 represents 
West Kaʻū into Kona.

East Kaʻū State Senate: Democrat 
Smiley Burrows, of Pāhoa; Aloha ʻĀina 
party member Ron Ka-ipo, of Keaʻau; and 
state Rep. for District 4 Joy San Buenaven-
tura, of Keaʻau. Senate District 2 represents 

East Kaʻū and Volcano, into Puna and Hilo.
Office of Hawaiian Affairs Trustee for 

Hawaiʻi Island: Kauilani Almeida, Noelani 
Cashman-Aiu, Laura Desoto-McCollough, 
Louis Lui Hao, Cyd Makanui Hoffeld, Pua 
Ishibashi, Lei Kihoi, Keola Lindsey, La-
nakila Mangauil, Louis Kauka Pau, and 
Kalaniakea Wilson.

At-Large OHA Trustee: Incumbent 
Keliʻi Akina; Jackie Kahoʻokele Burke, 
Kaipo Hanakahi, Larry Kawaʻauhau, 

Shane Akoni Palacat-Nelsen, Lenson 
Kawekiu Sonoda, and Keoni Souza.

Hawaiʻi County Prosecuting Attor-
ney: Jared Auna, Christopher Bridges, and 
Kelden Waltjen.

U.S. House of Representatives: 
Aloha ʻĀina Party member Jonathan 
Hoʻomanawanui; Republicans Joe Akana, 
Steven Bond, Karla Bart Gottschalk of 
Ocean View, David Hamman, Elise Hat-
suko Kaneshiro, Nicholas Love, Byron 
McCorriston, Robert Nagamine, Raymond 

Quel, Felipe San Nicolas, and Michelle 
Rose Tippens; non-Partisan Ron Burris; 
Democrats Brian Evans, Noelle Famera, 
Kaialiʻi Kahele, and Brenda Machado Lee; 
and American Shopping Party member 
John Raghu Guiffre. U.S. House District II 
represents Kaʻū and all of Rural Hawaiʻi.

The General election will be held 
Tuesday, Nov. 3. The deadline to withdraw 
for reasons of ill health is Monday, Sep-
tember 14 at 4:30 p.m.

See elections.hawaii.gov.
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Stars over Ka‘ū - August 2020 
by Lew & Donna Cook

The Solar System
Last month there was a bright comet 

visible in the sky, but it was unfavorably 
placed to be seen from Hawaiʻi. My friend 

lyre), Altair in Aquila (the eagle), and Den-
eb in Cygnus (the swan).

This is the season for planetary nebu-
lae. A planetary nebula forms as a red giant 
throws off a thin layer of its atmosphere at 
the end of its life. It does this quite a few 
times. Like peeling an onion, when each 
layer comes off, there will be tears. In the 
case of a star, though, these tears are only 
seen by the gas that came off, because the 
star left behind is HOT! That is why the 
planetary nebulae are so beautiful. This 
expelled gas is irradiated by a star that 
now has a surface temperature in excess of 
100,000 degrees Fahrenheit. This fries the 
molecules and atoms, causing electrons to 
be boiled off, and giving beautiful colors 
as shown in our example here. This is the 
"Cat's Eye" nebula (NGC 6543) from Hub-
ble Space Telescope satellite. This nebula 
and M57, the Ring Nebula, are marked on 
the star chart.

Moon Phases
Date  Moonrise Moonset
Full Moon 
Aug.     3, 2020 7:28 pm 7:50 am**
Last Quarter 
Aug.    14 11:41 pm* 12:43 pm
New Moon
Aug.    22 5:41 am  7:00 pm
First Quarter 
Aug.     29            12:49 am      12:14 am**

*day prior     **next morning

Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date  Sunrise Sunset
Aug.     7, 2020 6:01 am 6:54 pm
Aug.     14 6:03 am 6:50 pm 
Aug.     21 6:04 am 6:45 pm 
Aug.     28 6:06 am 6:39 pm

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

LEFT: This comet is named after its discoverer, 
which in this case is the NEOWISE satellite. 
Credit for this image goes to Mike Harms of the 
Mount Diablo Astronomical Society in Northern 
California.

The heavy and nearly straight path is drawn 
from Japan's Seiichi Yoshida who kindly provides 
orbits for all visible comets. The August dates are 
shown. By mid-month, it will likely have faded so 
much that it may as well be completely 
disregarded.

Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo may 

continue its closure through July but there 
is a wealth of information at 'imiloa@
home. See imiloahawaii.org/imiloaathome 
for great information.

CLAssiFiED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

in Northern California, Mike Harms, got a 
nice photo of it in the early morning as it 
was getting light. He used a Canon camera 
with an exposure 
of 5 seconds. He 
used a three-inch 
diameter lens. 

This month, 
it has faded con-
siderably but is 
more favorably 
placed. If (and 
that's a big "IF") 
it behaves as pre-
dicted, it may be 
seen this month, 
but it will require 
big binoculars or 
a telescope. Go 
outside, if it is 
clear, just as it is 
getting dark with 
a pair of good bin-
oculars and use 
the small chart 
here. This chart 
is a portion of our 
sky chart, but has 
the time set for the 
best time for look-
ing for the comet.

Jupiter and Saturn are close together in 
eastern Sagittarius (SGR on the star chart) 
but not as close as they will eventually get. 
They will be only one-tenth of a degree 
apart on Dec. 20. More about that later this 
year! Mars joins these two 
giant planets in our sky this 
month, barely after chart 
time (10 p.m. on the 15th) 
rising at 10:06 p.m.
Constellations and Deep 

Sky Objects
The "Summer Tri-

angle" consisting of the 
brightest stars in three con-
stellations is apparent as 
it rises this month. These 
three are Vega in Lyra (the 

This image of the Cat's Eye nebula shows the repeated 1500 year episodes (for 
this star) of layer ejection. In each episode, less than one percent of the sun's 
mass is thrown off.

Credit: NASA, ESA, HEIC, and The Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)
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Sport of Bowling is Open for Play at KMC Lanes 
Bowling, a Fall sport for Kaʻū High 

School, has an open venue in the district. 
Kīlauea Military Camp reopened its bowl-
ing alley in July inside Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park, with reservations available 
for school, seniors, and other leagues. 

Bowling is open, by appointment, from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. By special arrange-
ment, senior leagues and others can play ear-
lier in the morning. Call 808-967-8333.

For food, 10-Pin Grill offers everything 
from burgers to pizza, dinner specials, and 
hot and cold sandwiches. The Grill is open 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m., daily.

At the bowling alley and its 10-Pin Grill 
snack bar, signs are posted and staff mem-
bers said they will tell everyone to wear 
masks when bowling or picking up food 
and drinks from the counter. Those who re-
fuse will be escorted out by a National Park 
Ranger. Masks can be removed for eating 
and drinking, when distanced from groups 
of people who are not in the same party.

KMC also offers access to basketball 
and tennis courts, and bicycle rentals, by 
appointment. The physical fitness center is 
closed until further notice.

See kilaueamilitarycamp.com.
KMC's bowling alley is open daily from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., with requirements to wear masks and socially distance when playing and retrieving food from the 
adjacent 10-Pin Grill.                                                                                                                                                                                                    Photo by Julia Neal

Training for sports at public schools 
is suspended through at least Aug. 18. 
Hawaiʻi High School Athletic Associa-
tion made the announcement on July 21, 
after the executive board approved an im-
mediate "no-contact period" for the high 
school sports calendar. This means no 
instructional or developmental sport-spe-
cific activity between high school coaches 
and student-athletes. Penalties for viola-
tions include suspension of coaches for 
part or the entire season.

HHSAA, which oversees Big Island 
Interscholastic Federation, announced 
that each member league will determine 
workout restrictions that will go into ef-
fect Wednesday, Aug. 19 for an "out of 
season conditioning and weight train-
ing" period. Last week, HHSAA execu-
tive director Chris Chun said involuntary 
practice and tryouts for Fall sports were 
pushed back two to four weeks. "The ear-
liest football can start is Aug. 31, while 
girls volleyball, bowling, cross-country, 
air riflery, and cheer won't get rolling until 
at least Sept. 14."

Chun said, "This is a significant 
change to our start date calendar as sum-
mer activities have been determined by 

each individual school. However, during 
this time, our executive board felt that 
this change was necessary to protect the 
health and safety of our student-athletes. 
This will still allow adequate time for con-
ditioning as our first contests for most fall 
sports are not slated to begin until at least 
mid-September."

The "no-contact period" was essen-
tially in effect from March 16, when all 

interscholastic competition was suspend-
ed, prior to all schools shutting down 
campus classes due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. HHSAA calendar's off-season, 
from mid-May to July, is typically used 
for unrestricted activities, such as volun-
tary workouts. This year, reports Hawaiʻi 
Tribune-Herald, "the Interscholastic 
League of Honolulu had given its mem-
ber institutions approval to practice" dur-
ing this "yellow" period, "citing lack of 
HHSAA jurisdiction when school is not 
in session."

A part-time coach for ʻIolani's foot-
ball team, of Interscholastic League of 
Honolulu, tested positive for COVID-19 
on July 16, shortly after the team started 
conditioning, reports KHON2, followed 
by ʻIolani announcing a halt to practice.

Hawaiʻi Preparatory Academy athlet-
ic director Stephen Perry told the Tribune-
Herald, "It was an agreement from the five 
leagues to suspend everything, but there 
was no real consistency in penalties. It 
was more of a gentleman's agreement, and 
unfortunately there was a league out there 
that wasn't following the agreement, and 
people were getting (mad). We've never 
really had these restrictions in place at 

this time of year, but this year everything 
is different. The public schools will start 
school, and hopefully after two weeks 
everything goes well, and programs will 
move forward. Even then, there will be 
guidelines put in place."

Perry told the Tribune-Herald he 
thought the BIIF's programs had been fol-
lowing the "no-contact period" all along, 
and that BIIF executive director Lyle Cro-
zier "had gotten a few calls and questions, 
but that's about it."

High School Sports Prep, Coaching Delayed Into August

Kaʻū Hgh Cross Country runner Bernadette 
Ladia.                                        Photo by Erin Cole

COVID Cases, from pg. 1
destinations are Brunei, Cambodia, Chi-
na, Hong Kong, Macao, Laos, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, South Korea, Singa-
pore, and Taiwan. 

Gov. David Ige stated, "On behalf 
of the State of Hawaiʻi, we are honored 
that Prime Minister Abe and Japan's poli-
cymakers are considering Hawaiʻi for re-
suming safe and responsible international 
travel. Japan and Hawaiʻi enjoy longstand-
ing cultural ties and a deep-rooted friend-
ship that has enriched the lives of many 
generations. It's important that we restore 
travel between Japan and Hawaiʻi, and we 
see this program as a way to make this 

COVID Cases, pg. 7



Page 6 August, 2020 The Ka‘ū Calendarwww.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 
Boys & Girls Club Offers Remote Assistance to Students

Help for students through the Boys & 
Girls Club Big Island during the upcoming 
academic school year is offered. Boys & 

Girls Club Board Chairman Doug Adams 
and CEO Chad Cabral, and team, are con-
sidering the uncertainty that surrounds the 
opening of schools on Hawaiʻi Island. Ad-
ams said they hope to assist with flexibility 

and adaptability "to help our kids wherever 
they may be studying – at a club or at home."

Cabral, Adams, and other Boys & Girls 

Club representatives are reaching out to 
the County of Hawaiʻi's administration and 
County Council, as well as school adminis-
trators, to see if the organization can be of 
assistance. The initiative is called Mobile 

Youth Outreach Supple-
mental Educational Sup-
port Services, A COVID 
Mitigation Project.

Cabral said, "If 
schools do open Aug. 4, 
it is highly likely they will 
only have kids physically 
on campus for two days 
and with shorter half-day 
daily schedules. The rest 
of the time children will 
be expected to complete 
academic lessons on their 
own while at home. With 
the rates of COVID going 
up, Boys & Girls Club of 
the Big Island may also 
not be able to host after-
school, on-campus pro-
gramming where we actu-
ally service kids physically 
on our site locations.

"This is where I think 
an innovative mobile youth outreach pro-
gram can be effective in the continuation of 
supporting struggling youth and families. 
The schools that I have physically met with 
to discuss the idea were very excited and 
wanted us to commit to their school."

Anyone who wants to help, has ideas 
for the program, or knowledge of funding 

opportunities or possible donations toward 
this effort, contact Cabral at 808-961-5536. 
Email chad@bgcbi.org.

Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island 
is also delivering food to isolated youth, 
kūpuna, and other hungry people in Kaʻū 
and other districts around the island, having 
served more than 62,000 meals during the 
pandemic.

Boys & Girls Club Big Island has plans to help keep supporting those in 
need during the pandemic with mobile educational assistance.

BGCBI photo

Boys & Girls Club CEO Chad Cabral came to Nāʻālehu Elementary in July to meet with school leader-
ship and the Department of Education's Homeless Concerns Liaisons.      Photo from Boys & Girls Club

Nāʻālehu School Requires Commitments for Distance Learning
Keeping students at home for full-time 

distance learning requires following the 
Core Team Process, according to the staff of 
Nāʻālehu Elementary School. Principal Dar-
lene Javar said that parents and guardians 
of students who want to follow a distance 
learning track must meet with the school's 
Core Team to ensure that "the parent is clear 
of expectations and what is being offered."

Javar said distance learning will not in-
clude Google Hangout meetings or online 
instruction from teachers, since all Nāʻālehu 
Elementary teachers will work full-time in-
structing students face to face on campus.

One plan for students opting for full-
time distance is for those with internet ac-
cess. Another plan is for students without 
internet.

Javar said she wants to ensure that fam-
ilies are aware of the kuleana (responsibili-
ties) that come with full-time distance learn-
ing, so they can make an informed decision.

In a Facebook post, Javar 
wrote that, after the core meet-
ing and plan development for 
full-time distance learners, the 
parent or guardian is expected 
to acknowledge and agree to 
the following statements: "I 
am aware of the learning level 
of my child. I am aware of the 
grade-level learning expecta-
tions for my child. I will fol-
low the learning plan designed 
for my child.

"I will be responsible 
to ensure my child is follow-
ing his/her Distance Learning 
(Full Time) Plan. This includes 
submitting or completing work 
in a timely manner. I will com-
mit to this Distance Learning 
(Full Time) Plan for Quarter 1 
and agree to participate in fol-

low up Core 
Meetings as 

requested by Nāʻālehu Elementary School. I 
understand that student participation will be 
reported under 'attendance' on a daily basis.

"I accept responsibility for picking up 
and dropping off work and resources for 
learning at Nāʻālehu Elementary School. I 
will work with the school to ensure my child 
is available for required 'on campus' assess-
ments as needed by the school. I understand 
that the physical school environment is the 
preferred location for learning if increased 
adult support is needed. I understand that if 
my child does not make satisfactory prog-
ress I will be encouraged to consider having 
my child return to campus on the grade level 
schedule."

The school administration is contact-
ing families interested in full-time distance 
learning and those undecided. Anyone not 
yet contacted may call the main office at 
313-4000 to speak to an administrator. "If 
you call and receive the answering machine, 
please leave your name, number, and state 
that you are interested in Distance Learning 
Full Time. We will call you back," wrote 
Javar.

Nāʻālehu Elementary Principal Darlene Javar, left, hands out 
Chromebooks for students during the 2019-2020 school year, after 
the pandemic closed campuses.   Photo from Nāʻālehu Elementary
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs
Sport of Swimming Provides a Distance Exercise in Pāhala

Pāhala Swimming Pool is open for laps 
and aquatic exercise on Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays. New rules are set to pro-
tect the public from COVID-19.

The only public pool in Kaʻū offers 
45-minute time slots for individual lap 
swimming and exercise routines at 9 a.m., 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. on a first-come, 
first-served basis. There will be no recre-
ational swimming until further notice and 
swimmers are prohibited from sitting or ly-
ing around the pool or in the stands. Shower 
rooms are closed. Restrooms may be used, 
with permission from the lifeguard. Swim-
mers arrive in their suits, use an outdoor 
shower, as directed, and leave immediately 

after completing their laps.
The lifeguards said that those in the 

older demographic feel very safe with the 
cleanliness and protocols at the pool. They 
said swimmers touch as few surfaces as 
possible. The lifeguard turns on the outdoor 
shower for each swimmer and time between 
swimmers allows for any cleanup needed.

COVID-19 Modified Pool Rules are 
posted at each facility. 

Other pools opening around the is-
land with the same time slots are: Charles 
"Sparky" Kawamoto Swim Stadium (961-
8698) on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days; Pāhoa Community Aquatic Center 
(965-2700) on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 

Sundays; Kona Community 
Aquatic Center (327-3500) on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days; Konawaena Swimming 
Pool (323-3252) on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays; and 
Kohala Swimming Pool (889-
6933) on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Fridays.

A statement from the county 
says it "will continue to evalu-
ate sanitization procedures as 

well as the adherence to modified pool rules 
to ensure the safety of staff and swimmers. 
Available days/hours may be expanded in 
the coming weeks provided COVID-19 pub-

lic health conditions and other variables are 
amenable."

Contact Parks and Rec Aquatics Sec-
tion at 961-8740.

Pāhala Pool reopens Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays for lane 
swimming only. Read the rules for protecting lap swimmers from 
COVID-19.                                                        Photo by Julia Neal

Lifeguards at Pāhala pool welcome swimmers Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 
p.m., and 3 p.m., with three lanes open for one person each for laps and aquatic exercise. Left to right 
are Kayla Nishimura, Tristan Davis, and Lucile Walsh.                                                 Photo by Julia Neal

Teachers: Back to School, from pg. 1
partners will do an aggressive push to their 
members to be at schoolhouse doors on day 

one for our students."
Three unions that staff public schools, 

starting with Hawaiʻi State Teachers Asso-
ciation, brought pressure to open campuses 
with instructors, administrators, and support 
workers to prepare for a later student arrival.

Government Employees Association 

and United Public Workers signed on with 
HSTA to ask for school staff training, and 
clarity of rules for masking and distancing. 

UPW repre-
sents school caf-
eteria workers, 
custodians, skilled 
trade workers, 
and occupational 
therapy assistants. 
HGEA members 
include principals, 
vice principals, 
athletic directors, 
athletic health 
trainers, cafeteria 

managers, educational assistants, security at-
tendants, special services personnel, school 
health assistants, school custodian supervi-
sors, and clerical staff.

The unions also stated that they want 
contingency plans should students and staff 
come down with COVID-19.

Distancing in the classroom got a workout in July at the county's Summer Fun 
program, held in the activity room of Kaʻū District Gym adjacent to Kaʻū High 
& Pāhala Elementary School.                                                    Photo by Julia Neal

COVID Cases, from pg. 1
possible, while also preventing the further 
spread of infections from COVID-19."

Ige noted that details for the Japan-
Hawaiʻi Safe Travel Program are still 
being worked out and no timetable is 
set for possible visits to begin. The gov-
ernor stressed that public health will be 
the overriding factor in determining how 
the program is carried out to support the 
state's economic recovery and the tens of 
thousands of residents who depend on the 
travel industry for their livelihoods.

Trans-Pacific travel with negative 
COVID tests or 14-day quarantine re-
quired for arrivals could start as early as 
Sept. 1.

Concerning large neighborhood and 
beach gatherings of people with no masks 
on this island, the mayor said he wants 
folks to get together for church, funerals, 
celebrations, and other events, but the key 
to prevention is distancing and wearing 
face masks. "It's not the numbers," said 
the mayor.

Kim 
said Hawaiʻi 
Police De-
partment re-
ports many 
large groups 
gathering at 
the beaches 
and in parks. 
Patrol offi-

cers carry face masks to give to people not 
wearing them. At the same time, police 
help educate the public.

The mayor said the Fire Department 
Prevention and Education Task Force 
visits businesses, including restaurants 
"so they can open and safely stay open." 
The idea is to use education and train-
ing, "and then push to enforcement if 
they won't comply." He said the no-mask, 
no-business signs work for commercial 
operations.

A Fire Department representative 
said it is important to come up with catchy 
messages about masks and distancing, and 
washing hands, especially with kids go-
ing back to school. "Each family needs to 
make that decision to protect themselves."

Police Chief Paul Ferreira said police 
dispatch, when called on its non-emergen-
cy number, will respond to reports of peo-
ple breaking mask and social distancing 
rules, when officers are available. Police 
also help Civil Defense find people who 
are supposed to be in quarantine, when 
they can't be located. Hawaiʻi Island has 
recorded the most number of arrests in the 
state for breaking quarantine.

The new County of Hawaiʻi rule also 
says people "shall maintain a minimum 
of six feet of physical separation from 
all other persons to the fullest extent pos-
sible." Gatherings remain limited to 50 
people indoors and 100 people outdoors.

COVID Cases, pg. 15
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR
See Fresh Food on The Kaʻū Calendar 

directory for farms, ranches, takeout, and 
updates at www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Food from Wood: Growing Edible & Me-
dicinal Mushrooms on Logs, Stumps, & 
Wood Chips, Saturday, Aug. 1, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., course fees $55/$50 VAC mem-
ber plus $15 fee, inclusive of supplies. 
Pre-registration required. Each participant 
will depart with a shiitake mushroom log 
kit, and a King Stropharia mushroom kit. 
Participants meet at VAC's Niʻaulani Cam-
pus in Volcano Village for a slideshow 
lecture, then drive to Shaka Forest Farms 
on Wright Road in Volcano Village for the 
hands-on segment of the workshop. Lunch 
break, noon to 1 p.m. volcanoartcenter.org/
events, 967-8222

Ocean View Community Center Reopens 
for Events, Monday, Aug. 3. To schedule 
an event, contact Christopher Garske at 
chrisgarske@gmail.com or 650-996-2790.

Ocean View Community Center Library, 
open Friday mornings beginning Aug. 7.

Submit Grants, by 6 p.m. HST Monday, 
Aug. 3 to Start, Expand, or Improve Rural 
Cooperatives and other mutually-owned 
businesses in rural America from USDA to 
grants.gov. Key strategies include Achiev-
ing e-Connectivity for Rural America, De-
veloping the Rural Economy, Harnessing 
Technological Innovation, Supporting a 
Rural Workforce, and Improving Quality 
of Life. Nonprofit corporations and insti-
tutions of higher education are eligible to 
apply, to provide technical assistance to 
individuals and rural businesses.

Eco-Tour at Shaka Forest Farms, in Vol-
cano Village, on Friday, Aug. 7 at 10am. 
Interact firsthand with an innovative rain-
forest farming operation, agroforestry. Pre-
registration required. volcanoartcenter.org/

events, 967-8222
From Plant to Pigment Workshop with 
Puakea Forester, Saturday, Aug. 8, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Learn how to create colorfast 
dyes, inks, and paints from common and 
invasive locally sourced plants. This work-
shop is good for painters and kapa enthusi-
asts alike who are interested in expanding 

their knowledge about natural dyes. volca-
noartcenter.org/events, 967-8222

Exhibition Mixed Flock: Prints by Mar-
garet Barnaby and Pottery by Em-
ily Herb, held over through Aug. 8. Also 
available to view online, view the exhibi-
tion in person the Gallery in the Park dur-
ing normal gallery hours, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Wednesday through Sunday. Free. The ex-
hibition features two prominent female art-
ists from Volcano Village "who find deep 
inspiration in Hawaiʻi's natural environ-
ment and specifically the native bird popu-
lations found within it." volcanoartcenter.
org/events, 967-8222

Exhibition Hawaiʻi Nei Invitational: Nā 
ʻAumākua, Saturday, Aug. 8 through 
Saturday, Sept. 12. Also available to view 
online, view the exhibition in person the 
Gallery in the Park during normal gal-
lery hours, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday 
through Sunday. Free. The exhibition is a 
group exhibition which will present works 
focusing on the theme of Nā ʻAumākua, 
family gods. VAC will not hold an opening 
reception on August 8th. volcanoartcenter.
org/events, 967-8222

Apply for Grants, through 6 p.m. HST on 
Aug. 10 at grants.gov, to Help Socially 
Disadvantaged Groups develop business 
and strategic plans in rural areas through 

USDA Rural Development. Eligible appli-
cants include cooperatives, groups of co-
operatives, and cooperative development 
centers. Key strategies include e-connec-
tivity for rural America, developing rural 
economies, harnessing technological inno-
vation, supporting a rural workforce, and 
improving quality of life.

AdvoCATS, at OV Community Center all 
day Tuesday, Aug. 11 – see advocatsha-
waii.org.

Writing for Inner Exploration and Life 
Reflection Workshop with author Tom 
Peek, Saturday, Aug. 15, 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. "Have you ever wondered how the 
place you come from influenced who you 
are? Or what memories you carry from 
your ancestors? Or how your personal 
history impacts your view of the world? 
Take a day out of your busy life to explore 
your deeper self and ponder the life you’ve 
lived so far." volcanoartcenter.org/events, 
967-8222

St. Jude's Episcopal Church Soup Kitch-
en, open every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., with a modified menu and increased 
health & safety standards. Hot showers, 
the computer lab, and in-person services 
and bible studies are suspended. Services 
and worship are posted online at stjudesha-
waii.org. Join the Aloha Hour via Zoom at 
11 a.m. on Sundays, us02web.zoom.us/j/6
843449828?pwd=YW94djVvU0szOGNK
aFZ1V0pUL1owUT09, Meeting ID: 684 
344 9828, Password: Aloha.

The Food Basket, last Tuesday of the 
month, Aug. 25, provides food at St. Jude's 
to those in need. See hawaiifoodbasket.
org.

Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, last 
Thursday of the month, Aug. 25, Cooper 
Center 19-4030 Wright Rd. Call 985-7140 
to verify.

On-Call Emergency Box Food Pantry, 
Cooper Center, weekdays from 8 a.m. 
to noon. Eligible one time every three 
months. Call Kehau, 443-4130.

Pāhala and Nāʻālehu Public Librar-
ies, open for pick-up services. Nāʻālehu 
is open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pāhala is open Tuesday and Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Library patrons schedule Library Take Out 
appointment times to pick up their hold 
item(s) at their favorite libraries by going 
to HSPLS Library Catalog and placing a 
hold on any item(s) they want to borrow, or 
they may call their favorite library branch 
to place a hold with the library staff. After 
receiving a notice that item(s) are ready for 
pick up, patrons schedule a Library Take 
Out time at picktime.com/hspls. For pa-

Fishermen Give 125 Pounder to Police
A big yellow tuna, caught by Wayne Kawachi and John Davidson, was cut up and donated to police 
officers in Kaʻū. The fish weighed in at 125 lbs. Kawachi, Davidson and other local fishermen con-
tinue to provide food from the ocean during the pandemic. See more on Kawachi on Page 10. 

Photo from OKK



The Ka‘ū Calendar Page 9August, 2020www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

AugustKa‘u
trons who placed holds during the closure, 
their item(s) are ready for pickup after the 
patron schedules a Library Take Out ap-
pointment. For more information, visit li-
brarieshawaii.org.

Free Book Exchanges, at the laundromats 
in Ocean View and Nāʻālehu, provided by 
Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries. Everyone 
is invited to take books they want to read. 
They may keep the books, pass them on to 
other readers, or return them to the Book 
Exchange to make them available to others 
in the community. The selection of books 
is replenished weekly at both sites.

Avocado Growers Survey Open. Help 
identify opportunities for expanding 
the local avocado industry, to assist local 
farmers, buyers, and agencies develop strat-
egies to bolster Hawaiʻi's avocado indus-
try, says Hawaiʻi Farmers Union United. 
Farmers and farm names kept anonymous, 
results shared publicly. Survey completion 
gives option to register to win a $200 gift 
certificate to Home Depot. For a hard copy 
of the survey, email: info@growfruitha-
waii.com. Take the survey: surveymonkey.
com/r/Hawaiiavosurvey2020.

Receive Help Over the Phone with Criti-
cal Financial Issues, through Cities for 
Financial Empowerment Fund Financial 
Navigators from County of Hawaiʻi, in 
partnership with Hawaiʻi First Federal 
Credit Union. Access these remote ser-
vices by completing the web form at ha-
waiifirstfcu.com/community-resource-
center or by calling 808-933-6600 to sign 
up. The Financial Navigator will then send 
a short service agreement and call the cli-
ent to begin their personal session. Orga-
nizations across the County can also refer 
clients directly to a Financial Navigator. 
For more information, contact Sharon Hi-
rota at 808-961-8019.

Find Resources for LGBTQ+, Loved 
Ones, and Allies at Sexual and Gender 
Minority online resource hub. Hawaiʻi De-
partment of Health's first website dedicated 
to LGBTQ+ resources. Developed by the 
Sexual and Gender Minoroty Workgroup 
in partnership with the DOH Harm Reduc-
tion Services Branch. Resources: Under-
standing the Pacific's alternative genders; 
Pronoun guide; Book lists for children 
and teens; ʻOhana support; and DOH data. 
For more information on joining the SGM 

Workgroup, email Thaddeus Pham at thad-
deus.pham@doh.hawaii.gov. See health.
hawaii.gov/harmreduction/sexual-gender-
minority/sexual-and-gender-minorities-
sgm-in-hawaii/.

Learn About Hawaiʻi's History & Cul-
ture through the Papakilo Database, a 

2020
Receive Free Marketing Assistance, for 
small businesses affected by COVID-19. 
Owners can receive free marketing as-
sistance from Univeristy of Hawaiʻi-Hilo 
faculty and their senior class. They offer 
help with moving a business online, find-
ing out more about the businesses' custom-
ers, analyzing marketing effectiveness, 
and providing customer service or website 
feedback. Visit https://bit.ly/2YvFxsl.

Find Grants and Loans Offered to 
Farmers and Ranchers, at oahuaca.org. 
The website has a new search feature to 

Ocean View Community Center reopens for events Monday, Aug. 3. The library will 
be open Friday mornings beginning Aug. 7. AdvoCATS, an all-volunteer non-profit 
organization "dedicated to the well-being of Hawaiʻi Islands' homeless cat population," 
which often offers spay and neutering services, will be at OV Community Center all day 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 – see advocatshawaii.org. To schedule an event, contact Christopher 
Garske at chrisgarske@gmail.com or 650-996-2790.

Ocean View Community Center Opens

resource developed by The Office of Ha-
waiian Affairs. The Kahalo Center says 
database consists of "collections of data 
pertaining to historically and culturally 
significant places, events, and documents 
in Hawaiʻi's history. The purpose of this 
educational online repository is to increase 
the community's ability to preserve and 
perpetuate cultural and historical informa-
tion and practices." See papakilodatabase.
com.

Native Hawaiian Farmers and Ranch-
ers Urged to Use U.S. Dept. of Ag On-
Farm Market Directory. U.S. Office for 
American Indian, Alaskan Native, and 
Native Hawaiian Programs is developing 
a list of Native Hawaiian farmers willing 
to sell direct to consumers through the On-
Farm Market Directory. On-farm markets 
are managed by a single farm operator that 
sells products on their farm, or on a prop-
erty next to their farm. Some on-farm mar-
kets may also deliver or ship their goods 
directly to consumers. Visit the program 
website for more information and to reg-
ister: ams.usda.gov/local-food-directories/
onfarm.

help find information that applies to the 
searcher.

Begin Learning Basics of Organic Farm-
ing, from two free modules of a virtual 
training program by the Organic Farming 
Research Foundation, the University of 
California Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search & Education Program, and Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State University in San 
Luis Obispo.

Apply for Internships with Sen. Brian 
Schatz's office. Internships for under-
grad, graduate, and law students are of-
fered in the Honolulu and Washington 
D.C. offices. Applications are considered 
on a rolling basis year-round. Non-office 
internships are open for high school stu-
dents to advocate in their communities. 
Applications due Sunday, Sept. 13. Schatz 
may also nominate exceptional students 
for appointment to the U.S. Service Acad-
emies. Applications due Friday, Oct. 23. 
See schatz.senate.gov/services.

Volcano Art Center, Niʻaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village, open Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Saturday 

Calendar, pg. 15
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NU PEPA NA‘ALEHU
Independence, Distance Bring People Together

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou's Independence Day 
event relocated to its Nāʻālehu Market 
Grounds on July 4. The event traditionally 
takes to the highway and community cen-
ter with a parade of floats, marching groups, 
horses, riders, and classic vehicles, followed 
by food and entertainment.

July 4 entertainment was covered by 
Keoki Sereno, who sang and played Hawai-
ian music staged more than 20 feet from au-
dience seating, which OKK set up for small 
groups. Everyone but Sereno, singing, wore 
masks. Hand sanitizing welcomed the pa-
triotic. Sereno said he hopes music will re-
turn to outdoor venues soon. The Hawaiian 
musician's regular gig is at Punaluʻu Bake 
Shop.l

OKK handed out hot dogs, watermel-
on, and shave ice, to go or dine on property.

The event honored  Wayne Kawachi 
as a Brawny Giant for his work in the com-
munity during the pandemic, including giv-
ing away his catch when he goes fishing, to 
kūpuna and others in need of good nutrition. 
Brawny brand, known for its paper towels, 
donated $10,000 to ʻO Kaʻū Kākou.

A main organizer of the annual In-
dependence Day Parade along Hwy 11 in 

Nāʻālehu, Lee McIntosh, stepped 
up with a lawnmower parade during 
the event. The annual street parade 
was canceled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. McIntosh said he looks 
forward to the floats, walkers, hors-
es, and riders in 2021. Walter Wong 
Yuen, a longtime OKK Volunteer, 
joined in the lawnmower parade, 
each mower festooned in patriotic 
colors, a special one dedicated to 
Brawny Giant Kawachi.

Jeanette Howard, OKK se-
nior Volunteer well into her 90s, 
gave out food. June Domondon, 
bookkeeper for OKK, was in atten-
dance. Hunnay Demello, OKK am-
bassador and hula girl who helps 
raise money for the OKK senior 
housing project, and her brother, 
both attended, masked for safety.

OKK Market Adds on Saturday
New day and more vendors at ʻO Kaʻū 

Kākou Market in Nāʻālehu began Saturday, 
July 11. The Market is open three days per 
week – Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday 
– from 8 a.m. to noon. The 
goal is no more than 50 
customers on the grounds 
at a time. Vendor booths 
per day are limited to 25, 
with 30 feet of space be-
tween vendors. Masks 
and hand sanitizing are re-
quired to attend the market. 
Social distancing will be 
enforced. The Friday mar-
ket is moved to Saturday.

More food vendors are added on Mon-
days, including Bella's Mexican takeaway 
hot foods.

Lau Lau Man and Flyin' Hawaiian Cof-
fee return to the Market on Wednesdays.

Saturday hosts vendors unable to re-
serve space at the Wednesday market. The 
Saturday Market features familiar faces and 
plenty of new sellers, as well as vendors 

from Ocean View Swap 
Meet.

OKK's Nāʻālehu Mar-
ket offers a wide selection 
of fresh vegetables and 
fruits, prepared takeaway 
foods, assorted added val-
ue foods, breads and baked 
goods, honey, cheese, 
grass-fed beef, fish, veg-
etable plants, masks, hand-
made soaps, coffee, and 

more, on various days. Contact Sue Barnett, 
OKK Market Manager, at 808-345-9374 
(voice or text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for 
more and to apply to vend. See facebook.
com/OKauKakouMarket.

OKK ambassador Hunnay Demello and her 
brother, both masked for safety, at the ʻO Kaʻū 
Kākou Independence Day event.

Photo by Julia Neal

Celebrating Independence Day, a young man tries out a seat 
on a patriotic lawnmower.                          Photo by Julia Neal

Jeanette Howard, OKK's senior volunteer, well 
into her 90s, gives out July 4 food. 

Photo by Julia Neal

Lee McIntosh, one of the main organizers of the annual Independence Day Parade, stepped up with a 
lawnmower parade. He said he looks forward to the floats, walkers, horses, and riders in 2021. 
                                                                                                                            Photo by Julia Neal

Joseph Arce wears flags with other mask-wearing 
attendees at the OKK Independence Day 
celebration.                               Photo by Julia Neal



The Ka‘ū Calendar Page 11August, 2020www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Volume 18, Number 8 August 2020The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
KAHUKU TO MiLOLi‘i
Fragile, Resilient Nature Inspires Ocean View Sculptor

Gina Hartig Williams, a longtime Ocean 
View sculptor, was among the ten solo artists 
exhibiting their work at the Wailoa  Center 
in Hilo in July. Hartig Williams, whose work 
has been displayed extensively on Hawaiʻi 
Island during the past ten years, showed 
three pieces in a trendy "pop-up" exhibit. 
Hartig Williams explained to The Kaʻū Cal-
endar why pop-up exhibitions are becoming 
increasingly popular:

"Pop-up galleries are a new phenom-
enon," she said. "They can be created in a 
store or pretty much anywhere. It's a sign 
that artists are taking their art into their own 
hands. We can exhibit our work and show 
what we do and how we do it. Our pieces 
are priced, but there is no middle man – the 

buyers can talk directly to the artists, one 
on one. This is great for contemporary art-
ists like myself who don't 'fit' a commercial 
venue. My sculptures are whimsical. They 
are comparable with, say, poetry, which is 
also hard to sell. My sculptures are ideas, not 
a commodity for trading."

Williams says her mixed media sculp-
ture Runoff, created partly with marine de-
bris, was inspired "by the need to care for 
our oceans."

Williams' mixed media sculpture Strain 
was created "with the intent to illustrate how 
nature is forced to be the filter of the discards 
of our society, forever living exquisitely en-
tangled with the history of our disregard," 
says the artist.

Strain, one of Ocean View sculptor Gina Hartig Williams' three pieces displayed in Hilo, was created 
"with the intent to illustrate how nature is forced to be the filter of the discards of our society, forever 
living exquisitely entangled with the history of our disregard."                              Photo by Annie Bosted

Ocean View Swap Meet Closes
Ocean View Swap Meet is closed until further notice. In early July, according to its 

Facebook postings, it closed "due to holiday and personal reasons," with a note that the 
market would be open the next weekend "if COVID numbers do not rise." These messages 
were followed by a post on July 8 of "Sorry no market this weekend!!!" No other posts have 
been made since, but the status on the page says the market is "Temporarily Closed." See 
facebook.com/Ocean-Views-Farmers-Market-Swap-Meet-108904984162190/.

Team member of the page, Ku‘uLei K. Ka-Ne, posted on July 14, "Sorry to Announce 
but The Once Ocean Views Farmers Market will be closed until further notice, due to Covid 
and changes being made. Aloha, A Hui Hou, and Good Luck. Please erase contact number 
as market will be changing."

Gary Schauweker, also known as Cap'n Dough Hook "Da Pirate Baker," told The Kaʻū 
Calendar, "As a vendor, I was disappointed at their decision to close but have shifted to 
Nāʻālehu on Saturdays, as well as already being there on Wednesdays." ʻO Kaʻū Kākou 
Market in Nāʻālehu is open three days per week – see story on page 10. 
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ENERGY, sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U

Hawaiʻi's renewable energy portfolio, but 
"these distinctions are better weighed and 
addressed in the context of the Competi-
tive Bidding Framework."

The PUC's reasoning for rejecting 
the Power Purchase Agreement includes 
recent approval of 30 MW projects with 
lower prices for renewable energy – from 

$0.08 per kilowatt hour to $0.12/kWh. Hū 
Honua pricing for 21.5 MW is estimated 
at $0.221/kWh.

Hū Honua filed a Motion for 
Reconsideration.

Sen. Russell Ruderman wrote to PUC 
on July 23, saying Hawaiʻi Island "pays 
the highest rates for electricity in the state 
and that this project would have further 

increased our rates. And then there is the 
massive question of climate change. It is 
irresponsible to begin a new 30-year peri-
od of tree burning, under any price sched-
ule, especially when we have abundant 
power supply available, including cheap-
er safe renewables such as solar with bat-
tery storage." 

Ruderman also took issue with Sen. 
Glenn Wakai, who chairs the state Sen-
ate Energy Committee. Wakai sent a letter 
to the PUC supporting the biofuel plant, 
writing on July 20 that trees burned in the 
biofuel factory would be replaced with 
new plantings "to create a carbon-nega-
tive operation. In addition, the plant will 
deliver green energy baseload power at 
a lower rate than costlier intermittent 
solar."

Ruderman contested the state-
ment, saying Hū Honua's power "will 
cost two to three times that of other 
new power plants," increasing our 
rates. "Solar combined with battery 
storage is the fastest growing, green-
est, and cheapest new utility-scale firm 
power for us here in Hawaiʻi. Two new 
such plants are underway on our is-
land at much cheaper prices. Thus the 
phrase 'costlier intermittent solar' is a 
double falsehood. Nothing about the 
tree burning is 'green,' including toxic 
waste disposal near the ocean. And 

this operation 
could never 
be carbon 
negative as 
claimed, nor 
will it be car-
bon neutral. 
Despite a poll 
quoted, and a 
PR campaign 
underway, I 
assure you 
that, when 
given accurate 
information, 
most Big Is-
landers do not 
want further 
rate increases 

nor needless environmental destruction.
"I am mystified as to why an Oʻahu 

senator would involve himself in the dis-
information campaign of this tree-burning 
facility on the Big Island. Unfortunately, 
Senator Wakai has, on several occasions, 
shown that he does not have at heart the 
interests of Big Island residents. I have 
watched him repeatedly propose toxic 
developments for our island without first 
talking to us or considering our desires. 
His words on our behalf once again ring 
hollow."

Also read Life of the Land's response 
to Hū Honua asking the PUC to recon-
sider rejection of their contract. See li-
feoftheland.org.

Eucalyptus logs, with a tree farm behind them, above Pāhala. They are harvested to burn for electricity at the Hū Honua bioenergy plant on the Hamakua Coast. Company President Warren 
Lee asks the community to appeal to the PUC to reissue its permit so the operation can proceed.                                                                                                                                 Photo by Julia Neal

Hū Honua, from pg. 2

Stewardship Grants Offered for Kāwā, Waikapuna, Kahua Oluhu
Grants for stewardship of Kāwā and 

Kāwā Bay, Waikapuna, and Kahua Oluhu 
are available from the County of Hawai‘i, 
Department of Parks and Recreation. P&R 
seeks non-profit organizations to apply for 
grants-in-aid to provide public safety main-
tenance and preservation of these county 
lands. The properties were acquired for the 
public by the county through various con-
tributions, including the Two Percent Fund 

that comes from county property taxes.  
The Hawai‘i County Charter allows 

for funding 501(c)3 non-profits and organi-
zations that operate under the umbrella of a 
501(c)3 non-profit to receive a stewardship 
grant. The applicant must submit a grant 
application and detailed business plan for 
the project along with a signed agreement 
to file a written report on accomplishments 
within one year after receipt of funds, de-

tailing expenditures.
In addition to the Kaʻū stewardship 

opportunities, funds are available for coun-
ty land from Waipio Lookout to Poho‘iki 
and in South and North Kona, and North 
Kohala.

Applications and property informa-
tion are available on-line at hawaiicounty.
gov. See Our County/Boards & Commis-
sions/Public Access, Open Space, and 

Natural Resources Preservation Commis-
sion Folder-/Stewardship Grant Program. 
They are also available at the P&R office 
at Aupuni Center, 101 Pauahi Street, Suite 
6, Hilo. Completed applications must be 
submitted by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 
31, or postmarked by that date if sent by 
mail. For questions, contact Reid Sewake 
at 961-8311.
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Physician & Lt. Gov. 'Comes Home' During Pandemic
Lt. Gov. Josh Green said he "came 

home" to Kaʻū in July to address the 
community about the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The 50-year-old physician lived at 
Punaluʻu and worked here when starting 
his career with Bay Clinic and Kaʻū Hos-
pital after medical school. He also began 
his legislative career on this island as a 
member of the state House of Representa-
tives and state Senate, before running for 
Lt. Governor and becoming the governor's 
liaison to help control and end COVID-19 
in Hawaiʻi.

Kaʻū Hospital Administrator Merilyn 
Harris says she remembers him then, with 
his companion, a giant dog. He now has 
two children and his wife, Jamie Ushiroda, 
who joined him on his trip to Pāhala.

During a meeting July 13 at Pāhala 
Community Center sponsored by Kaʻū 
Rural Health Community Association, 
he emphasized the difficulty in balancing 
public and economic health: If the econo-
my shrinks more, people could face food 
instability, which leads to illness. With 
less income, the economy and government 
would be less able to support schools, 
housing, health care, and other services. 
Green said he is working with the gover-
nor and the mayors to get the best testing 
and other measures, to open up the econo-
my and keep the public safe.

Regarding schools beginning to re-
open in early August, he pointed to the 
planning for safety measures and acknowl-
edged some risk to teachers in the class-
rooms and to families. However, children 
need school. "It's not going to be a perfect 
situation."

Green and other health care officials 
talked about the possibility of people com-
ing into the state, staying in hotels rather 
than homes and vacation rentals for the 14-
day quarantine. One hotel in each county 
could cover it. There was also talk about 
isolating people who test positive in ho-

tels, rather than their staying with families 
or friends.

Eric Honda, the state's district health 
officer, said those who test positive and 
have no place to go can receive free 
housing and food from the state.

Green talked about the plan to get 
through 2020 safely and urged every-
one to wear a mask whenever they go 
"out and about" and socially distance, 
pointing to his observations during 
weekends when "young people aren't 
listening." He urged safe practices so 
that 30 and 40 cases a day will not 
become the norm, and overwhelm the 
testing and tracing system in Hawaiʻi.

A member of the public asked that 
Department of Land & Natural Re-
sources and Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands bring more enforcement 

to prevent large groups from gathering at 
South Point.

Peter Serafin, of Volcano, asked that 
quarantine happen in hotels, rather than 

Mayor Harry Kim and Lt. Gov. Josh Green Before addressing the July 13 Kaʻū COVID-19 Update 
community meeting in Pāhala.                                                                                          Photo by Julia Neal

Green, pg. 15
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Ground Breaks for Volcano School's Keakealani Campus

Groundbreaking of the Vol-
cano School of Arts & Sciences 
Keakealani Campus received 
a blessing by Kumu Moses 
Kahoʻokele Crabbe on July 25. 
He chanted, then prayed over the 
project, first in Hawaiian then 
English. He blessed each ceremo-
nial shovel-full and ended the cer-
emony with a prayer.

VSAS Principal Kalima 
Kinney thanked all those partici-
pating in the creation of the new 
Volcano School of the Arts & Sci-
ences campus.

Masked and socially dis-
tanced in-person at the dedica-
tion ceremony were Rep. Richard 
Onishi; Joan McDonald, Chair of 
the VSAS Board of Directors; other govern-
ing board members; founder Dina Kageler; 
and members of The Friends of the Volcano 
School of Arts & Sciences, including Au-
brey Hawk.

McDonald spoke on the school's his-
tory. The original Volcano school building 
was constructed in 1913 on land donated by 
Peter Lee – an immigrant from Norway who 
owned a hotel in Punaluʻu and played an im-
portant role in the early development of tour-
ism in Hawaiʻi. The school expanded in the 
1930s, onto land donated by the Kennedy 
family. The Hawaiʻi public school system 
ran the school until 1973, when it became an 

outdoor education center.
In 2001, the first Volcano School of 

Arts & Sciences elementary classes were 
held. The separate middle school campus 
opened at Keakealani in 2010. In 2016, 
VSAS became a Hawaiʻi-focused school. 
The school added 9th and 10th classes for 
the 2020-2021 school year.

Onishi spoke about VSAS being part 
of the late Sen. Gil Kahele's legacy. He said 
Kahele was responsible for showing Oni-
shi the importance of VSAS. Onishi said 
he was first involved, as an elected official, 
with helping update the school kitchen, 
which led to the idea of the new campus. "I 
think it's going to serve for a long time a tre-
mendous range of kids, over a large area," 
said Onishi.

Via Zoom, Gov. David Ige praised 
those creating the new campus and said it 
will provide "a critical function for East 
Hawaiʻi." Mayor Harry Kim also sent a 
congratulatory recorded message.

County Councilwoman Maile David 
sent a written message to mahalo "all the 
personal contributions and tireless efforts in 
making this beautiful educational campus a 
reality."

The ceremonial shoveling of the earth 
to start construction was accomplished by 
Onishi, board members, and architect Seth 

Warner, who is instrumental in the design 
of the campus.

According to the school website, Vol-
cano School of Arts & Sciences will build 
a "much-needed new campus" on the 3.35-
acre Keakealani site on Haunani Road, 
where the middle 
school is currently 
housed, on the edge 
of Volcano Village. 
The Keakealani 
Site Plan was de-
signed by iconic 
Volcano architect 
Boone Morrison 
and adopted by The 
Friends of VSAS 
and the VSAS 
Governing Board 
on October 6, 2016.

Board mem-
bers spoke about 
the future campus, 
also detailed on the school's website, which 
says, "We are excited about the campus de-
sign which reflects our learning village sur-
rounding a center piko courtyard for gath-
ering, outdoor learning, and play. Included 
in this plan are 16 classrooms including 
arts and culture classrooms, two STEAM 
labs, indoor and outdoor 'breakout' spaces 

for small group learning activities, 
garden areas, covered walkways, a 
multi-purpose center large enough 
for all school assemblies and com-
munity events, a commercial kitch-
en, and an administrative building.

"Reflecting our commitment 
to environmental responsibility and 
stewardship, the master plan incor-
porates solar electricity, solar hot 
water, radiant floor heating, effec-
tive use of natural light and airflow, 
and the employment of local and 
renewable resources. This campus 
design provides adequate teaching 
space, maximizes open play space, 
and preserves the existing 2-story 
Keakealani school house."

Over the last two years, key 
milestones included: a Special Use Permit ap-
proved on December 6, 2018; $12 million in 
Capital Improvement funds from the Hawaiʻi 
Legislature, with support from Rep. Richard 
Onishi, June 2019; General Contractor for 
initial phase (primarily grubbing and grading 

of driveway) selected on November 21, 2019; 
Final Plan Approval from Hawaiʻi County 
Planning Department granted on December 
5, 2019.

For more information visit volcanos-
chool.net, email info@volcanoschool.net or 
call 985-9800.

Kumu Moses Kahoʻokele Crabbe, right, helps masked dignitaries select shovels 
to turn over a ceremonial bit of soil, each shovel-full blessed, to signify the 
groundbreaking.                                                               Photo from Jesse Tunison

Architect rendering of the Keakealani Campus. Image from VSAS

Volcano Community Groups Support Independence 
Food for the Fourth went out during 

an Independence Day Community Barbe-
cue drive-through at Volcano Art Center's 
Niʻaulani Campus on the Fourth of July. 
Decorations welcomed the folks, with hot 
dogs and hamburgers for free, and chicken 
and ribs plates sold as a fundraiser.

Sponsors were Volcano Art Center, 

Volcano Rotary Club, Cooper Center, and 
Experience Volcano. Rotary traditionally 
sponsors a big food fundraiser at the end of 
the annual July 4 parade, with floats, classic 
vehicles, walking groups, and horses and 
riders. The parade is on pause this year dur-
ing the pandemic. Learn more about Rotary 
at volcanorotary.org and Experience Vol-

cano at experiencevolcano.
com.

Volcano Art Cen-
ter Niʻaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village is open 
Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., The 
Gallery in Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park is open 
Wednesday through Sun-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Both 
locations are operating un-
der CDC guidelines and 
social distancing protocols; 
face masks are required for 
entry into buildings, tours, 
and classes. See volcano-
artcenter.org for events.

Cooper Center hosts 
an On-Call Emergency 

Box Food Pantry, weekdays from 8 a.m. to 
noon. A person can be eligible one time every 
three months for emergency food. Call Ke-
hau, 443-4130. The Center also hosts Volcano 
Friends Feeding Friends on the last Thursday 
of the month, Aug. 25. Call 985-7140 to veri-
fy. See thecoopercenter.org.

Rotary Club of Volcano held a fundraiser on July 4, 
selling chicken and ribs plates at VAC. Left to right 
are Rotarians Mike Nelson, Jay Robinson, Carol 
Hamilton, and VAC board member Jeff Davis.

Photo by Julia Neal
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more remote places where it is easy to 
step out. When asked about the safety of 
interisland travel, public officials said that 
it will be monitored to see if the quarantine 
will have to resume.

When asked about the expenditure on 
thermal scanning for temperatures of in-
coming people at the airports, Green said 
it can catch about 20 percent of those who 
are ill and is part of a layered approach 
needed to reduce the COVID-19.

He said that with worldwide research 
in the scientific community there is prog-
ress and hope for a vaccine. "We are going 
to endure this year and next, and hope, as a 
planet, to beat it."

See Page 1 for more.

Green, from pg. 13

Halemaʻumaʻu Crater Lake Grows Dramatically in a Year
Kīlauea's Halemaʻumaʻu Crater Lake 

turned one year old on Saturday, July 25. 

The size, depth, and color of Kīlauea's hot summit lake have changed drastically in the last year, fron 
small, shallow, and green, to large, deep, and tan/brown. Occasional green still shows up in the water, 
near the west end (bottom right of photo), which HVO scientists say is from new hot water influx.

USGS photos/M. Patrick

Calendar, from pg. 9
and Sunday. The Gallery in Hawaiʻi Vol-
canoes National Park is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed 
Monday and Tuesday. Virtual Shopping 
Appointments are offered at Volcano Art 
Center locations. Via Skype or FaceTime, 
a VAC associate helps customers browse 
the selection of artwork up close, and gives 
personalized tips and recommendations to 
help customers "find that perfect piece of 
locally made artwork, wherever you are in 
the world!" Book appointment online for 
$5 and VAC staff will help schedule a date 
and time at volcanoartcenter.org/shop. 
Shop the online gallery 24/7. Orders are 
shipped as regularly scheduled. Free lo-
cal pickup is available.VAC now offers a 
Virtual Classroom, which features over 90 
videos. volcanoartcenter.org

Guided Nature Walks through Nature 
Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 
9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. No reser-
vations for five or fewer – limited to ten 
people. Free; donations appreciated. Email 
programs@volcanoartcenter.org. Garden 
is open to walk through at one's own pace, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays. Free. volcano-
artcenter.org/events, 967-8222

Yoga with Emily Catey Weiss, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani Campus 
in Volcano Village. Advanced registration 
required; $5 per class. volcanoartcenter.
org/events, 967-8222

Volcano Farmers Market, Cooper Center, 
Volcano Village, open on Sundays from 
6 a.m. to 10 a.m., with much local pro-
duce, island beef, and prepared foods. Call 
808-967-7800.

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Market, in Nāʻālehu, 

open Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday, 
8 a.m. to noon. The goal is no more than 
50 customers on the grounds at a time. 
Vendor booths per day are limited to 25, 
with 30 feet of space between vendors. 
Masks and hand sanitizing are required to 
attend the market. Social distancing will 
be enforced. Contact Sue Barnett, OKK 
Market Manager, at 808-345-9374 (voice 
or text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for more 
and to apply to vend. See facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket. Read more on pg. 10.

Its Cutter Kimball (WMSL 756) recovered 
fisherman and kayak, transporting them to 
Keauhou Bay. The Coast Guard reported 
no injuries or medical concerns.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Jonathan 
Lackey, a Sector Honolulu watchstander, 
said, "Even the most experienced mariner 
can find themselves in trouble when out on 
the ocean and that is especially true follow-
ing a large storm. The Islands are still feel-
ing the after-effects of Hurricane Douglas 
and we urge people to exercise caution 
due to the high surf and strong rip currents 
caused by the storm."

At 7:55 a.m. on July 27, Sector Hono-
lulu watchstanders received a report from 
Hawaiʻi County Dispatch concerning the 
kayaker in distress. Hawaiʻi County Fire 
Department launched an Air 1 helicopter 
aircrew in response while Sector Honolulu 
watchstanders issued an Urgent Marine 

Information Broadcast notice to mariners, 
and diverted multiple coast guard assets 
including the Kimball.

The HCF Air 1 helicopter crew ar-
rived on scene, located the kayaker, and 
remained overhead until the Kimball ar-
rived. Seaman Michael Bassman, a look-
out aboard the Kimball, said, "The kayak 
blended in with the whitecaps created by 
the strong winds. This made the mission 
incredibly difficult but also all the more 
fulfilling with its successful conclusion."

Because of these difficulties, the Coast 
Guard recommends waterway users wear 
bright clothing while out on the water to 
assist search and rescue crews during 
emergencies.

The weather on scene was winds of 28 
mph and seas up to eight feet.

Douglas, from pg. 1

apart, show the lake's growth between Aug. 
2, 2019 and July 21, 2020. The first image 

displays the small green pond, about 6 ft 
(2 m) deep. The most recent photo shows 
the huge body of water with shades of tan 
to brown and a sharp color boundary often 
cutting across the crater lake. See volca-
noes.usgs.gov/volcanoes/kilauea/multime-
dia_chronology.html.

On July 21, at 8:45 a.m., morning sun-
light reflected off the rippling water to create 
a bright luster, masking tan and brown sur-
face colors. At 10:15 a.m., sunlight reflected 

According to the U.S. Geological Survey 
staff at Hawaiian Volcanoes Observatory, 
the lake has grown to more than 885 feet 
(270 meters) long and 430 ft  (131 m) wide, 
with a surface area over 6 acres (2.5 hect-
ares) since is was first spotted on July 25, 
2019. The lake is over 130 ft (40 m) deep 
with a volume of approximately 125 mil-
lion gallons (480,000 cubic meters), almost 
equivalent to 200 Olympic swimming pools.

Telephoto images, taken about a week 

off the ripples. By 11:20 a.m., reflections 
diminished to reveal the true colors of the 
lake. On July 28, a photo of the lake shows 
vibrant colors, with a zone of aquamarine 
water in the west end. HVO says greenish 
zones "tend to be slightly hotter, and appear 
to be zones of water influx."

Former Chief Scientist at Hawaiian 
Volcanoes Observatory Tina Neal, before 
her recent transfer to Alaska from her post 
at HVO, said the lake is "something we're 
keeping an eye on... we're considering right 

now how rising magma – once it hits the sur-
face beneath the lake – would interact and 
produce explosions." She also said the lake 
"shouldn't have been surprising, because 
we know that the collapse of the summit 
punched deeply enough into the volcano that 
it reached down below the adjacent water 
table."

Hawaiian Volcano Observatory scien-
tists continue to monitor Halemaʻumaʻu's 
crater lake, and Kīlauea's summit. See https://
volcanoes.usgs.gov/volcanoes/kilauea/.

COVID Cases, from pg. 7
Anyone who violates Rule 10 "shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction, fined not more than $5,000 or 
imprisoned for not more than one year, or 
both," says the rule.
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