National Science Foundation Seeks Ka‘ū Comments on Maunakea
The National Science Foundation is
seeking public input from residents of Ka‘ū
on the future of Maunakea and telescopes.
NSF is determining whether it should move
forward with a formal environmental review for the construction of the Thirty Meter
Telescope.
NSF has scheduled a public meeting at
Nāʻālehu Community Center on Wednesday, Aug. 10 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. It is a
scoping meeting to gather facts and public
opinion toward evaluating anticipated envi-

ronmental impacts associated with a potential NSF investment in the construction and
operation of an Extremely Large Telescope
in the Northern Hemisphere, says a statement from NSF.
“The only proposed Northern Hemisphere ELT is the Thirty Meter Telescope
(TMT), which has a preferred site on the
summit of Maunakea, Hawai‘i Island,
Hawai‘i, and an alternative site on Roque
de los Muchachos, La Palma, in the Canary
Islands. Because the only proposed US-ELT

that is located in the Northern Hemisphere
is the TMT, and because many people who
have a connection to Maunakea, Hawai‘i Island, have strong viewpoints about whether
TMT should be built there, NSF has decided
to go beyond the legal requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) (Section 106) in
its environmental review and provide more
opportunities for meaningful public engageNSF Maunakea, pg. 2

TMT goes to a community meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 10 at Nāʻālehu Community Center with
a call for input from Ka‘ū.
Photo from National Science Foundation
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Ka‘ū Coast: Pōhue Bay & 16,451 Acres Preserved
Pōhue Bay and surrounding land
became part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park in July. The 16,451 acres from
Māmalahoa Highway to the shoreline
near Ocean View was transferred from
Trust for Public Land, which stewarded
the sale by a private landowner, to the National Park Service.
A public meeting will be held by the
National Park Service at Ocean View
Community Center on Saturday, August
13 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., and additional
meetings will be announced soon.
A statement from TPL and NPS says
the aim is “preserving the area's unique
natural and cultural resources from development.” Lea Hong, Associate Vice
President, Hawaiian Islands State Director for Trust for Public Land, said, “Aloha ʻāina begins with our commitment to
preserving our islands’ precious natural
and cultural systems. We are grateful the
National Park Service will steward the
area with the support of the community,
ensuring the history, culture and natural
beauty of this place are protected for future generations.”
Trust for Public Land purchased
Pōhue Bay for over $9.4 million funded
by the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund, plus a catalytic donation from
Wyss Foundation. Trust for Public Land
transferred ownership and stewardship of
Pōhue Bay to the National Park Service
“so the area's native ecosystems and cultural treasures would be well cared for
and preserved,” says the joint statement.
Trust for Public Land also transferred and
donated $800,000 to Friends of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park to support the
National Park Service’s management of
Pōhue Bay.
Pōhue Bay has been the subject of
several resort development proposals.
However, community members identified
the Pōhue Bay property as one of the highest priority acquisition/expansion areas in
the Kaʻū Community Development Plan,
Pōhue Bay, pg. 11
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The 16,451-acre Pōhue Bay parcel is home to numerous well-preserved and significant Hawaiian cultural sites, including the largest recorded abrader
quarry in Hawaiʻi, ancient lava tube burials, mauka-makai trails, fishing shrines, remains of once-thriving coastal villages and petroglyphs. Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park became its steward in July. 		
Photo from Trust for Public Land

Six miles of Ka‘ū Coast trail go past Pōhue Bay lands. Photo by Peter Bosted

Pōhue Bay’s anchialine ponds.

Photo by Peter Bosted

Register & Vote Until Aug. 13 Election Day
Ka‘ū and Volcano voters are casting ballots that will lead to change. New
will be the Governor and Lt. Governor,
of Hawai‘i, as Gov. David Ige and Josh
Green finish the maximum of eight years
and Green runs for Governor. New will be
Ka‘ū’s and all of rural Hawai‘i’s member
of Congress, as Rep. Kai Kahele declined
to run for another two-year term and is
running for Hawai‘i Governor. New will

be the County Council person representing
this district, as Maile David finishes the
maximum of four two-year terms.
Running to be reelected is U. S. Senator Brian Schatz. Running for reelection is
Dru Kanuha, whose state Senate district
has expanded to include west and east Ka‘ū
and Volcano. Also running to be reelected
is Jeannè Kapela whose state House of
Representatives district has expanded to

include west and east Ka‘ū and Volcano.
Not up for reelection until 2024, should
they choose to run again, are Mayor Mitch
Roth and U.S. Sen. Mazie Hirono who are
both serving four year terms and County
Prosecuting Attorney Kelden Waltjen.
The voting is largely by mail, with
ballots due by Election Day, Aug. 13. The
deadline for mail-in voting registration has
Register & Vote, pg. 15

Experience Volcano Fest Brings it Back Live
Experience Volcano came back live at the end of July, the first major
festival in the Ka‘ū-Volcano area to come out of the pandemic with people
gathering.
Festival manager Jesse Tunison described it as bringing a “great sense of
normalcy, a very relaxed atmosphere with lots of happy people.” He said he
met people who planned their trip to Volcano around the festival and noted
that vendors were thrilled to come back.
Tunison said there was a good mix of locals and visitors and a number
of younger people offering to volunteer.
The Saturday and Sunday event began with Volcano’s ‘Ōhi‘a Lehua
Runs, with a Half Marathon and 5K. See page 5 for the results.
Festival venues ran from Volcano Winery into Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park and Volcano Village to Akatsuka Orchid Garden, featuring music,
hula, arts, crafts, food and much more. See www.experiencevolcano.com.

Casual strolling, vendors, booths and entertainment on the
grounds of Kīlauea Lodge, one of numerous venues during Experience Volcano Festival.
Photo from Kīlauea Lodge
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Electrician Shortage: HCC Offers Apprenticeship Training
The shortage of electricians in Ka‘ū
could be reduced through Hawaiʻi Community College training for apprentices, beginning in January. Classes are online on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jan. 24 through March
9, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. The same course
will also be given April 15 to May 30, 2023.
The Electrical Technology Program
– Maintenance Electrician provides participants with the academic coursework
required by Hawaiʻi Revised Statute HRS
448E for maintenance journey worker
electrical apprentices. Some tuition assistance is available. Sign up at: https://uhcc.
hawaii.edu/training/enrollment/index.php?
ref=hcp&cid=910103&cn=TRAD8940&s
id=9683085.
Participants gain foundational skills in

applied math and electrical safety as well as the required subjects in AC/DC theory, motors
and motor control maintenance,
NEC, and transformers. This
program fulfills Requirements
of HRS 448E, 80-hour electrical academic coursework.
According to the course description,
students will learn the following skills: Apply mathematical reasoning to solve technical problems; analyze the nature of DC and
AC electricity and the quantities, units and
measurements associated with it; demonstrate the identification of the abbreviations,
acronyms, and symbols of DC and AC electrical components in an electrical circuit,
and the function of each one; calculate the

voltage, resistance, and current
for series, parallel, and series/
parallel circuits for DC and AC
circuits.
Those who complete the
course will be able to apply the
understanding of Resistance,
Inductance, and Capacitance to
DC and AC circuits, and its application to
Power Loads; correlate the requirements,
standards and information in the NEC to
the proper installation or modification of
electrical systems, circuits, equipment and
conductors; demonstrate the function and
proper use of electrical tools and test instruments used in the installation, maintenance
and troubleshooting of motors and motor
control systems and demonstrate and ex-

NSF Maunakea, from pg. 2
ment at critical junctures during NSF’s
processes.”
NSF has announced that the NEPA
scoping process has already begun with

soliciting public comments to identify issues to be analyzed in the EIS. NSF is also
initiating consultation under Section 106 to
evaluate potential effects of the Proposed
Action on any historic properties within the
area and will conduct future
Consulting Parties meetings, to be announced at a
later date.
NSF will host four
public scoping meetings
from Aug. 9 through Aug.
12. Contact NSF at least one
week in advance of each
meeting to request special
accommodations such as
sign language interpretation.
Dates and addresses for
all four meetings are:
Read ONLINE
kaucalendar.com Hilo: Aug. 9, 2022, 6 p.m. to

8 p.m. Grand Naniloa Doubletree by Hilton Hotel, Crown Room 93 Banyan Dr.,
Hilo, HI 96720
Nāʻālehu: Aug. 10, 2022, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Nāʻālehu Community Center 95-5635
Hawaii Belt Rd., Nāʻālehu, HI 96772
Kona: Aug. 11, 2022, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Outrigger Kona Resort & Spa, Kaleiopapa
Convention Center 78-128 ʻEhukai St.,
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Kamuela (Waimea): Aug. 12, 2022, 6 p.m.

Farmer and supporter of TMT Richard Ha.
Photo from Big Island Video News

plain how AC and DC motors and their control mechanisms interact with other components in an integrated electromechanical or
mechatronic system.
In addition, course completion will
require graduates to be able to integrate a
coordinated methodology of measurements
and adjustments on motors and motor control components in an electromechanical or
mechatronic system; demonstrate how to
protect motors and prevent motor failure
from operating outside of their physical
and/or electrical specifications; and develop
a troubleshooting methodology to localize,
identify and document causes of malfunctions in motor circuits, based upon the technical documentation.

Flags in Pāhala waived in support of preserving
Maunakea by rejecting TMT. Photo by Julia Neal

to 8 p.m. Kahilu Town Hall, 67-1182
Lindsey Rd., Kamuela, HI 96743.
Comments may be submitted verbally
and in writing during the scoping meetings.
Comments can also be provided in the Hawaiian language, which will subsequently be
translated to the English language to facilitate NSF’s consideration of those comments.
Written comments on this Proposed Action may also be provided by the following methods: Website:
https://beta.nsf.gov/
tmt; Regular Mail:
Elizabeth Pentecost,
RE: ELT National
Science Foundation,
Room W9152 2415
Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314.
To be eligible for
inclusion in the Draft
EIS, comments must
be received by Sept.
17, 2022.
NSF announced
that it will provide
NSF Maunakea,
pg. 4
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EPA Will Consider Wastewater Treatment Alternatives
The federal Environmental Protection Agency will consider new options for
solving the sewage problem in Pāhala
and Nā‘ālehu where illegal gang
cesspools are still in operation,
handed over to the county by the
old sugar plantations.
The EPA recently signed an
Administrative Order on Consent with County of Hawai‘i to
give it time to study and present options,
including the possibility of using individual wastewater systems, instead of the
earlier lagoon style wastewater treatment
systems planned under the county's previous administration. The lagoon plan was
the source of some community opposition
and the cost, according to the county, could
have been as high as $400,000 per hookup
“and unacceptable.”
The EPA posted the agreement with
the county to consider
new options and is asking for community input. See https://www.
epa.gov/uic/closurecesspools-pahala-andnaalehu-administrative-order-consentcounty-hawaii.
Ramzi Mansour,
Director of county De- Ramzi Mansour,
Director of Environpartment of Environ- mental Management
mental Management,
made a presentation to the county’s Environmental Management Commission in
July, and noted that the new options would
save the county many millions of dollars.
He said the idea supported by his agency
is to look at individual wastewater systems versus the packaged units. Later in
the meeting Mansour noted that inflation
is making cost of infrastructure across the
island very expensive.
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Mansour thanked community members who brought options to the county,
“Definitely Sandra (Demoruelle) from
Nā‘ālehu; she played a major role
in working with us. I appreciate
her involvement. We listened to
the comments.” More community meetings will be planned.
“Hopefully we are now on the
right track with the community,”
said Mansour.
Commissioner Lee McIntosh, of
Nā‘ālehu, asked how the county would
handle anyone who wouldn't go along
with installation of the new sewage treatment system, and also asked what happens
to abandoned properties?
Mansour said it will be a legal requirement to comply. He said the two communities of Nā‘ālehu and Pāhala are lucky
that individuals will not have to pay for
the new system, but legal action will be
taken against the individual who refuses
to connect and cooperate with the county.
An abandoned property would also have to
have access to the new system. Mansour
emphasized that the new, free sewage systems will only be available to those currently on the old plantation system where
the EPA is requiring the county to shut
down the cesspools.
Mansour said he wanted to give kudos
to Mayor Mitch Roth for making wastewater one of his top priorities. He said that
in the last year and a half, there have been
accomplishments that had not been done in
the last 20 or 30 years. “It is important. It is
not easy to appreciate things underground,
as well as appreciate parks and highways
and bridges. People can’t visualize them.
Sometimes when you deal with sewers
under the roadways, people don't see the
value but environmentally it has a high
value and we need to keep that in mind as

Big Waves Send Water into Punalu‘u Pond

A former hurricane named Darby sailed past South Point on July 16. At the same time high surf
from the South Pacific battered the coast bringing seawater into the pond at Punalu‘u Black Sand
Beach, as surfers caught waves offshore.
Photos by Julia Neal

we move forward.”
Mansour formerly worked with City
and County of Honolulu as chief of wastewater treatment and disposal, managing

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

and directing operations and maintenance
of nine wastewater treatment plants. His
deputy is Brenda Iokepa-Moses, of Pāhala.
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Stars Over Ka‘ū - August 2022

Ka‘ū

By Lew & Donna Cook

The sun continues to show activity with sunspots, prominences and solar
flares. The two images this month are again
courtesy of our dedicated solar observer
Bob Minor, who captured these images
from Berkeley, CA, using a red hydrogen
alpha filter. He processed the solar flare image as a black and white and a color image.
The prominence image is shown only as a
color image.
THE SOLAR SYSTEM
Moon
Event
Date...................... Moonrise
Moonset
First Quarter
Aug. 5.................. 12:59 pm
12:27 am
Aug. 6
Full Moon
Aug. 11................. 7:10 pm
6:43 am
Aug. 12
Last Quarter
Aug. 18................ 11:46 pm
1:15 pm
Aug. 19
New Moon
Aug. 26................ 5:35 am
6:45 pm
Sun
Date........................ Sunrise
Sunset
Aug. 5................... 5:49 am
7:04 pm
Aug. 12.................. 5:51 am
7:03 pm
Aug. 19.................. 5:54 am
7:02 pm
Aug. 26.................. 5:56 am
7:00 pm

This serene dawn shot clearly shows the moon
plus 4 planets over Lake Tahoe. Other planets’
positions are marked.
Credit: Tara Mostofi

Tara Mostofi was in the Sierra Mountains and captured this striking image of
7 planets over Lake Tahoe at dawn. The
brightest four of the six clearly visible
planets can be seen. Two non-naked-eye
planets are also notated. Which of the planets is not marked? EARTH, of course!
CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP SKY
OBJECTS
At the time of our chart, the sky is
drawn for (10 pm on the 15th) the giant
planets Saturn and Jupiter are visible. Wait
for about an hour and Mars will rise. Objects of interest include Scorpius and the
NSF Maunakea, from pg. 2
additional opportunities for public participation upon publication of the Draft EIS.
Information regarding the Proposed Action
participation upon publication of the Draft
EIS. Information regarding the Proposed
Action will be posted throughout the EIS
process at https://beta.nsf.gov/tmt. For further information regarding the EIS process
or the Section 106 consultation process, contact Pentecost at (703) 292-4907 or EIS.106.
TMT@nsf.gov.
The public is also invited to comment
on NSF’s Draft Community Engagement
Plan (Draft CEP), which is available at
https://beta.nsf.gov/tmt and at local libraries.
In Kaʻū, it is available at Pāhala Public and
School Library 96-3150 Pīkake St. Pāhala.
The Draft CEP includes a summary of key

Here is the famous Eagle Nebula, made famous
by the Hubble Space Telescope. This shows much
more of the star field but still shows the “Pillars
of Creation”. It is also known as M 16 which is at
7000 light years.
Credit: L. M. Cook

This shows Messier 102 (NGC 5866) which is
some 45 million light-years distant from us. It is
called the Spindle Galaxy.
Credit: L. M. Cook

These pictures were captured in the red light of
the hydrogen-alpha spectral line. They show the
sun’s surface taken in H-alpha light (red). Prominences originate from the twisted magnetic fields
that also cause sunspots, of which there is one
active one here, giving rise to an M-class flare.
Credit: Robert Minor

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east,
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west,
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at: http://www.kaucalendar.com
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown at
the bottom of our chart. Stars as faint as magnitude 5.7 are shown. This is done to take advantage of the
truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no bright moon and the skies are clear!
The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us
permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry!
Please visit the Planetarium in Hilo, which is open on weekends (Sat. & Sun.). Call ‘Imiloa Astronomy
Center (808.932.8901) at 600 ‘Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 or online at www.imiloahawaii.org for prices
and programming times.

Reach More People

Contact us for Ka‘ū Calendar ad rates and
space reservation 808-928-6471 or email: mahalo@aloha.net

“Cat’s Eyes” in its tail, Hercules with his
club, and Draco, the Dragon. There is also
Vega in the constellation Lyra, the Lyre.
Two deep sky objects are featured this
month. One, M 102 is the furthest galaxy
shown here at 45 million light-years. The
other, M 16 (the Eagle Nebula) is in the
Milky Way Galaxy.
concepts that NSF heard during its Informal
Outreach Effort as well as NSF’s intentions
for effective and meaningful engagement
with the community during the environmental review process. Comments can be submitted via the methods specified above.
“Whether you support TMT or not,
the NSF needs to hear from you,” said UH
Hilo Center for Maunakea Stewardship Executive Director Greg Chun. “Robust, public
participation is key to finding the best path
forward for Maunakea and astronomy in
Hawaiʻi.”
Visit the NSF
website for more information on scheduled
public meetings or to
submit comments.

CLASSIFIED

Simple clothes alterations and mending, hem and patchwork. Custom Print Swimsuits for
all sizes and ages. General house cleaning. Reasonable price. Please text Kiana at 808391-9558. References available.
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778.
Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to
your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.
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Ka‘ū Roping & Riding Rodeo Comes Out of the Chute
Paniolo rode back into the Ka‘ū Roping & Riding Association arena carrying
the Hawaiian and U.S. flags to the rodeo
July 9. The Nā‘ālehu venue, dark during
the COVID pandemic, drew many locals
and visitors to watch the calves come out
of the chute, the barrels, roping and youth
events.
All-Around Cowboy and high money
winner was Chris Awa. Winning the most
buckles was Bronson Branco. Rodeo
Queen was Lili Api Dacalio, accompanied
during the two-day event by runner-up Zira
Wroblewski.
KANE-WAHINE DALLY winners were

Out of the chute and out of the pandemic comes the first rodeo by Kaʻū Roping & Riding since its arena was shut down to the public during the pandemic.
Photo by Brenda Iokepa Moses

Straight to the calf with lasso on high.
Photo by Brenda Iokepa-Moses.

Josh Gomes and Makayla Awa, followed
by Josh Gomes and Sabrina Matsumoto, Chris Awa and Chelsea Bronco, and
Bronson Bronco and Macey Loando.
KANE-WAHINE RIBBON MUGGING
winners were Gregg Menino and Paisley
Menino, followed by Colton Wong and
Denicia Derasin, Jordon Gomes and Sierra Matsumoto, Leysie Matsumoto and
Boots Kaapana, Ethan Awa and Makayla
Awa, and Kapeka Alcoin and Kama

Hats off to the return of rodeo in Nā‘ālehu.
Photo by Eva Liu

Kaluakoa.
WAHINE MUGGING winners were Shannon Benevides and Macey Loando,
followed by Ana Medeiros and Kalia
Andrade, Healani Leialoha and Kassey
Hanoa, and Denicia Derasin and Kircia
Derasin.
DOUBLE MUGGING WINNERS were
Bronson Branco and Mark Cuison, followed by Kaili Brenneman and Mark
Cuison, Ethan Awa and Sione Tufa,
Rodeo Returns, pg. 7

Runners Tackle ‘Ōhi‘a Lehua

Open 7 days/week, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Except Major Holidays
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Volcano’s ‘Ōhi‘a Lehua
Runs, the kickoff event for
Experience Volcano Hawai‘i
Festival, saw Egor Gavrilov of
Clearfield, Utah take the HalfMarathon in one hour, 21 minutes and 24 seconds. He was followed by David Collier, of Hilo
in 1:23:01 and Patrick Stover, of
Kailua-Kona in 1:25:15.
The wahine winner, Bree
Wee, of Kona, came in fourth Volcano’s ‘Ōhi‘a Lehua Runs drew 135 competitors to the halfoverall in 1:28:43. Second for marathon and 169 to the 5K, 5K in opening event of Experience
Photo from Experience Volcano
wahine was Laura Ankrum, Volcano two-day festival.
The 5K women’s winner was Stephaof Holualoa in 1:30:22. Third
was Anna Gavrilova, of Clearfield, Utah nie Miadinich of Hilo in 21:53, followed by
in 1:35:04. The Half-marathon drew 135 Shaney Ha‘a of Kea‘au in 23.28 and Sofia
Mattix, of Kailua-Kona in 23:45. The 5K
competitors.
The 5K winner was River Brown, of drew 169 competitors.
See all the age group division winners
Hilo in 18:24, followed by Austin Mohica,
at
https://results.chronotrack.com/event/
of Hilo in 18:35 and Alec Ankrum, of Holuresults/event/event-66237?lc=en.
aloa in 18:57.

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

August 2022

Page 5

KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH

Nā‘ālehu School is First for Subaru Stars Outreach
Subaru Telescope came to Nā‘ālehu
Elementary School with outreach education this month. Designed by Subaru Telescope to bring astronomy and STEM education to students and communities across
Hawai‘i Island, the new Subaru Stars
program held its first event at Nā‘ālehu

Elementary this summer in partnership
with the Hawai‘i Science and Technology
Museum.
More than 50 Nā‘ālehu Elementary
students, faculty and administrative staff
enjoyed a morning of hands-on, engaging activities to ignite an interest (and

Subaru Telescope volunteer Ava Yamanaka helps advise Nā‘ālehu Elementary School students on
playing chess, considered a building block game to math, problem solving and strategic thinking.

KTA Super Stores is Hawai‘i’s locally owned
and operated one stop shop, serving
Hawai‘i Island’s grocery, household and
pharmacy needs for over 100 years!

KTA Downtown, Hilo
321 Keawe Street
808-935-3751

KTA Puainako, Hilo
50 E. Puainako Street
808-959-9111

KTA Waimea
Waimea Center
808-885-8866

KTA Waikoloa Village
Waikoloa Highlands Center
808-883-1088

KTA Kailua-Kona
Kona Coast Shopping Center
808-329-1677

KTA Keauhou, Kona
Keauhou Shopping Center
808-322-2311

perhaps a future career) in astronomy,
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics-related fields. Representatives of Subaru Stars said they plan to
expand the traveling program to more
rural areas this fall and will hold events
in larger populated areas throughout the
year as well.
“Because of the size and geography
of Hawai‘i Island, our rural communities often don’t have the same access to
enrichment programs available in areas
such as Hilo and Kailua-Kona,” said
Subaru Telescope senior outreach specialist Christian Wong. “We’re developing this program in partnership with
our local schools to see how we can
best serve their needs. The pandemic
has been extremely difficult on all of us,
particularly our keiki and their teachers.
Many of our Hawai‘i Island children
are still making up for lost time in math,
science, and language arts proficiencies.
As members of this community, we created Subaru Stars to get kids excited
about learning and to help as much as
we can to strengthen their skills.”
For the first Subaru Stars, Subaru
Telescope’s staff volunteers packed
two company vehicles with equipment:
oversized chess and checker boards, a
trash can “vortex cannon,” programmable robotics equipment, Subarudesigned spectrum light cards, and a
touchless musical instrument called a
theremin. Students were grouped by

Students code VEX 123 Robots.

age and rotated through stations during
the two-hour event, giving them each a
chance to immerse themselves in the various activities.
Keiki learned how to play chess and
checkers, which a statement from Subaru
describes as “excellent games that are the
building blocks of mathematics, problem
solving and strategic thinking.”
VEX 123 Robots took coding off the
screens and into small hands. These discshaped robots allowed students to work
on coding with simple push-button commands. “Robotics is essential for bringing STEM, computer science, and comSubaru Stars Outreach, pg. 7

KTA Express, Kealakekua
81-6602 Mamalahoa Highway
808-323-1916

www.ktasuperstores.com
Page 6
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Rodeo Returns, from pg. 5
CALF RIDING winners were the calves. No young paniYanagi.
Chance Emmsely and Ryan Sanborn, Bronson Branco
olo stayed on board.
GOAT UNDECORATING WINNERS for four years
and Kahiau Onaka, and Damien Flores and Kawika DUMMY ROPING WINNERS for four years of age and
of age and under were Leilia Tukushi, Kaezden Kai,
Karratti.
under were Brystin Kaapana, followed by Pa‘a DaKi‘ilani Ke-Camba, Kekai Mello and Ezeniah “Ace”
CENTURY TEAM ROPING winners were Bobby Decalio and Jesamy Silva-George. In the five to eight year
Gaston. In the five to eight year old category, winners
mattos and Butch Gomes with the highest average, after
old category, winners were Kainoa Deponte, followed
were Ka‘ū Hashimoto, followed by Peyton Benevides,
Keith Gomes and Butch Gomes took the first round and
by Ku‘ulei Serrao-Poouahi, Averi Wood and Lee-Ann
LeAnn Yanagi, Hiilei Karratti and Averi Wood.
Walter Gomes and Katie Cooper took the second round.
WAHINE BREAKAWAY winners were Paisely Menino,
followed by Raisha Karratti, Makayla Awa, Brandy
Gomes and Chelsea
Branco.
TIE DOWN ROPING
winners were Bronson
Branco followed by Art
Lindsey.
PO‘O WAI U winners were
Bronson Branco, folNāʻālehu Rodeo Grounds, owned and managed by the non-profit Kaʻū Roping & Riding Association, reopened after going dark during the
lowed by Art Lindsey,
long Covid pandemic.
Photo by Lina Kolosova
Boots Kaapana and Ryan
Sanborn.
BARRELS
WINNERS
were Chance Fergerstrom, followed by Hilai Karratti and Mania
Balucan.
OPEN DALLY WINNERS Lily Dacalio is the 2022 Kaʻū Ropwere Chris Awa and ing & Riding Rodeo Queen.
Photo by Brenda Iokepa-Moses
Bronson Branco, followed by Chris Awa and Josh Gomes, Jordan Gomes
and Kahiau Onaka and Justin Jose and Makayla Awa.
Safe Dummy Roping for keiki introduces them to competitive ropHawaiian horse carries rider straight to the calf.
YOUTH BREAKAWAY winners were Hilai Karratti with ing and sportsmanship.
Photo by Brenda Iokepa-Moses
Photo by Brenda Iokepa-Moses
the highest average after Koko Montibon took the first
and Karratti took the second.
Subaru Stars Outreach,
filled the cans and students created smoke something, and they don’t even realize it’s
rings that shot across the room with incred- science. And after this, they can build off
from pg. 6
putational thinking to life ible force thanks to physics and the “Ber- that experiential knowledge.” The Subathrough hands-on experi- noulli Principle.”
ru statement says, “Subaru Stars was all
ences,” says the Subaru
Astronomy education is a part of the
statement.
Subaru Stars program. Subaru Telescope
A crowd favorite was public outreach specialist Dr. Kumiko
the “vortex smoke cannon” Usuda-Sato developed a “spectrum card”
made from a large trash to teach keiki how astronomers study outer
can. Fogging machines space. With this card, students were able to
see the “rainbows” in their
everyday world.
Subaru Stars engaged
teachers, students and administrators at Nā‘ālehu Elementary School and called
the session “a great start to
a partnership Subaru Tele- Dr. Kumiko Usuda-Sato shows students how an
astronomer studies outer space.
scope hopes will continue
far into the future.”
about fun, but in the fun is where learning
Nā‘ālehu Elementary and growing occurs.” Third-grader Kash
School Principal Wilma Hu-Tavares was jumping directly into the
Roddy said, “We are always smoke cannon rings as they would blow
looking for opportunities for past him. “I like getting hit by the smoke
our kids — just to have that rings,” he said. “It cools you off. I really
exposure to help them real- hope they bring more events like this to our
ize that they have options school because it’s so fun!” First-grader
and they can be whatever Nieko Yates said every station and every
they want to activity were his favorite. “It all surprised
be. This is me. There was so much science and so
the first time much learning! I’d never done these things
I’m
seeing before!”
an event like
The Subaru Stars team is busy preparthis anywhere ing for the next event in September. “We
since COVID. are extremely happy with the first Subaru
For the kids Stars,” says Wong. “The Subaru Stars team
to be able to will be working closely with administrasee,
touch tors to support STEM education, in parand feel… it ticular helping to integrate computer scihelps
them ence curriculum into the classroom. This is
connect
to something that the Hawai‘i State Legislathese concepts ture and Governor Ige have identified as a
more. I feel priority in Hawai‘i schools.”
like it really
The Subaru Telescope is an 8.2 meter
sparks their optical-infrared telescope at the summit of
curiosity.”
Maunakea. It is operated by the National
Nā‘ālehu Astronomical Observatory of Japan and
Elementary
the National Institutes of Natural Sciences.
School sixth One of Subaru Telescope’s main missions,
grade teacher in addition to astronomical discoveries, is
Malu Zamu- to foster education in the next generation
dio said, “It’s of researchers. The observatory of Subaru
exciting
to Telescope was officially established in
see them so April 1997.
interested in
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EVENTS OF AUGUST
THE PĀHALA SCHOOL CAMPUS WILL BE
THE KA’Ū LOCALE FOR THE FIFTH ANNUAL HAWAI’I ISLAND COMMUNITY
FOOD SUMMIT and 2nd Annual School
Garden Workday. Students, their families
and the public are invited to join in on Aug.
6 from 9 a.m.-1p.m. at Kaʻū High & Pāhala
Elementary School and seven other school
gardens across the island. A featured speaker
will be Jodie Rosam, of Hawai’i Wildlife
Fund. She will share moʻolelo about the
wiliwili and share her expertise on how to
propagate these trees.
SPECIES OF CONCERN is the name of the art
exhibit from through Aug. 7 from 9 a.m to 5
p.m. daily at Volcano Art Center Gallery in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.The multimedia exhibition showcases six artists who
selected by members of Volcano Art Center
at the annual Hawai‘i Nei Art Contest celebrating Hawai‘i Island’s native species.
A SESSION ON THE THIRTY METER
TELESCOPE is set for Nāʻālehu Community
Center on Wednesday, Aug. 10 from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. It is a scoping meeting to be held
by the National Science Foundation which is
conducting an environmental review and preparing an Environmental Impact Statement to
evaluate anticipated environmental impacts
associated with a potential NSF investment
in the construction and operation of TMT on
Maunakea. The public is invited to comment.

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
FOR DISCOVERY HARBOUR GOLF
COURSE happens on Saturday, Aug. 13
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The venue is The Club
at Discovery Harbour. The public is invited
to this membership drive and membership
appreciation event to enjoy free food and local vendors.
BEHIND THE SCENES WITH CAREN
LOEBEL-FRIED takes place from 9 a.m. to
11 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 13 at the Hawai‘i
Pacific Parks Association bookstore at the
visitor center in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. She will discuss her Legend of the
Gourd book, with signing, sharing sketches,
art and stories, along with a block printing
demonstration.
HANA IS A MIXED MEDIA, MULTIPLE
ARTISTS EXHIBITION with Kevin Diminyatz and Clayton Amemiya at Volcano Art
Center Niaulani Campus from Aug. 20 to
Sept. 9 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
LEGEND OF THE GOURD is a Storybook
Trail walk with author Caren Loebel-Fried as
she reads the magical tale on Saturday, Aug.
27 from 9:30 to 10:30 at Kahuku Unit of
Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park. It will be
followed book signing, sharing of sketches
and stories, and a block printing demonstration from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Check out
the Ranger Guided Hikes on Saturdays and
Sundays, Coffee Talk on second Saturday of
each month and Ranger Presentation on the Third Friday
of the month.
HANDS ON CLAY WORKSHOPS with Erik Wold, Saturdays, through Sept. 3 with a
morning session Handbuilding with Clay from 10:30 a.m.
– 1:30 p.m. or an afternoon
session Wheel Throwing with
Clay from 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Call
Volcano Art Center at (808)
967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org.
August Calendar, pg. 9
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Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū

Welcome to Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about Kaʻū’s native plants
and their moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred habitats, and opportunities to adopt them
for stewardship. This column seeks to encourage making new plant friends and to
reunite with others.

ʻĀwikiwiki (Canavalia hawaiiensis)

ʻĀwikiwiki (Canavalia hawaiiensis)

Description: ʻĀwikiwiki is a lovely liana (woody vine) in the Fabaceae family
(cousin to wiliwili, māmane, ʻōhai, and many others). Not to be confused with
the non-native and much more common Maunaloa vine, ʻāwikiwiki is endemic to
Hawaiʻi. ʻĀwiki can be translated to hurry, be quick, or swift, which is fitting for
this featured friend, considering it is one of the fastest-growing plants in our dry
forests! Its leaves are made up of three large leaflets, and its large purplish-pink
flowers (that look almost like those of giant sweet peas) have a little white marking
at the base of the corolla, likely to entice pollinators to pay a visit. It forms large
and tough seed pods (about 10cm or 4in long) which ripen in the fall or winter and
contain several large, brown “magic bean” looking seeds.
Uses: The long, woody vines were useful to lawaiʻa (fisher-persons). Coarse and
temporary hukilau (seine nets), hinaʻi (fish traps), and scoop nets could be made
from ʻāwikiwiki vines when the adventitious roots of ʻieʻie (Freycinetia arborea)
were not available. The vibrant flowers of ʻāwikiwiki are used to make a beautiful
lei.
Habitat: This particular species of ʻāwikiwiki is found on Lānaʻi, Maui, and Hawaiʻi
Island, and grows in dry and mesic forests between 150 - 400 feet above sea level.
ʻĀwikiwiki can successfully sprawl across older lava flows and even climb nearby
trees. ʻĀwikiwiki is still found within parts of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park,
and seeds have been observed germinating and successfully growing after fire
events (as long as the goats do not eat them first).
Growing and Purchasing: ʻĀwikiwiki seeds should be scarified and soaked to
increase germination success, then planted into a moist (and clean) potting medium. Keep the mixture moist but avoid overwatering, as the seeds will rot. Young
ʻāwikiwki grow rapidly, doubling every 1-2 weeks, and begin branching and
climbing any nearby support (including neighbor plants). They can easily outgrow
their containers, so have your planting location ready. ʻĀwikiwiki works well as
a ground cover, accent plant, or even a showy trellis climber. Because they are
adapted to hot and dry climates, once the plants are established, they require minimal maintenance (although they do appreciate a light fertilizer from time to time).
If you are interested in adopting one for your own native garden, please contact
the author.
About the artist: Joan Yoshioka says she is a conservationist at heart and has dedicated her life to preserving the native plants and animals of Hawaiʻi
through her work with federal, state, and private organizations over
the past 30+ years. She describes herself as an outdoor-lovin’ optimist,
biologist/botanist, and habitual creator of art-stuff. She says the key to
our most fundamental and truest part of ourselves is found in nature
and she constantly draws on it for inspiration.
Joan Yoshioka
About the author: Jodie Rosam says she has a deep
love for native plants and a passion for exploration, with over 15 years
of experience in working in the restoration of Hawaiʻi’s forests. As a
mother and an educator, she says the next generation has the power to
lead the world to a sustainable future, and is committed to teaching her
children (and others) from a place-based perspective.
Jodie Rosam
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SIGN UP FOR KAʻŪ COFFEE TRAIL RUNS,
which happens in Wood Valley on Sept. 17.
Registration deadline for the annual event is
Sept. 14. Organized by Hawaiʻi Island Racers, the 50K begins at 6 a.m., Half Marathon
at 7 a.m., and 5K at 7:15 a.m., all starting
from Kaʻū Coffee Mill at 96-2696 Wood
Valley Road in Pāhala. Proceeds go to support ʻO Kaʻū Kakou. For more details on the
event and registration fees, visit https://www.
kaucoffeetrailruns.com/.
FREE FOOD
ST JUDE’S HOT MEALS are free to those in
need on Saturdays from 9 a.m. until they run
out, no later than noon. Volunteers from the
community are welcome to help and can contact Karen at pooch53@gmail.com. Location
is 8606 Paradise Circle Drive in Ocean View.
SACRED HEART: LOAVES AND FISHES
FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Thursday, July 21,

land Food Basket.
OUTDOOR MARKETS

9 - 11 a.m. Located at 95-5558 Mamalahoa
Hwy in Nāʻālehu. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.

KUPUNA FOOD BASKET, Thursday, Aug.
25, 9 - 11 a.m. Located at Kaʻū District Gym
in Pāhala. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food
Basket.
KAʻŪ FOOD PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Tuesday, Aug. 23, 9:30 a.m. - Pau. Located at St. Jude’s Episcopal Church above
Kahuku Park in Ocean View. Sponsored by
Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.
ʻO KAʻŪ KĀKOU PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Tuesday, Aug. 23, 10 a.m. - Pau.
Located at Kaʻū District Gym in Pāhala.
Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.
COOPER CENTER COMMUNITY PANTRY
FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Wednesday, Aug.
24, 9:30 - 11 a.m. Located at 19- 4030 Wright
Road in Volcano. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Is-

VOLCANO EVENING MARKET, Cooper
Center, Volcano Village on Thursdays, 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m., with live music, artisan crafts, ono
grinds, and fresh produce. See facebook.com/
Volcano-Evening-Market-105888795330870.
VOLCANO SWAP MEET on the 2nd and
4th Saturdays of the month from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Check out the large variety
of vendors with numerous products. Tools,
clothes, books, toys, local made healing
extract and creams, antiques, jewelry, gemstones, crystals, food, music, plants, fruits,
and vegetables. Also offered are cakes, coffee, and shave ice.
VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper
Center, Volcano Village on Sundays, 6 a.m.
to 10 a.m., with local produce, baked goods,
food to go, island beef and Kaʻū Coffee. EBT
is used for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food Stamps. Call
808-967-7800.
‘O KA’Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu,
open Wednesday and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2

p.m. Contact Nadine Ebert at 808-938-5124
or June Domondon 808-938-4875. See facebook.com/OKauKakouMarket.
OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET,
open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m., on the corner of Kona Drive and
Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located.
Masks mandatory. 100-person limit, social
distancing required. Gate unlocked for vendors at 5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations needed. Parking in the upper lot only.
Vendors must provide their own sanitizer.
Food vendor permits required. Carpooling is
encouraged.
OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at Ocean
View makai shopping center, near Mālama
Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3
p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up
time is 5 a.m. Masks required.
ALOHA FRIDAY MARKETPLACE is hosted
by Nāʻālehu Main Street on Fridays from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. on the grounds of the Old Shirakawa Estate in Waiʻōhinu. It features Made
in Hawai’i products, organic produce, creative crafts, art, flowers & plants, food, muAugust Calendar, pg. 12

Play it safe
at school.
Be COVID akamai.

HawaiiCOVID19.com
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i

August 2022

Fires Break Out, Warnings Issued in Dry, Windy Weather

August began in Ka‘ū with a Red Flag
Warning for potential wildfires. A Fire
Weather Watch was issued by the National
Weather Service, meaning that critical fire
weather conditions are forecast to occur.
“Strong, gusty trade winds, dry fuel, and
low relative humidity could produce extreme fire behavior. Any fires that develop
will likely spread rapidly and can be difficult to control.”
County Civil Defense recommends the
following: Limit any activity that involves
using open flames such as grilling and camp
fires. Do not park cars on dry grass after a
trip.
The alerts came, following dry conditions and winds leading to the spread of fires
in the South Point and Discovery Harbour
area in July.
A range fire broke out on July 24 below the Green Sands community in the
Kaʻaluʻalu area and drew numerous fire
fighters, volunteers and contractors to contain it. Among those helping were Dean
Kaniho, Hano Boy Grace with a crew from
Kona, Akoni Naves, Jimmy Mahuna, Bob
Barnett, Kimo Kaniho, Kawika Karratti, Alfred Keanu and Julian Kaniho.
A Hawaiʻi Fire
Department helicopter dropped water to douse the fire
and prevent it from
spreading. The fire
burned into the
night, the crews still
working. It took another day to douse
it. It covered about
300 acres with no
cattle or horses lost.
A fire broke
out in Discovery
Harbour on July 6,
burning 10 acres
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A garden hose dampens the land ahead of the fire
that was stopped at Discovery Harbour.
Photo by Jana Kaniho

and coming within 100 feet of a home on
Lewalani Street. The fire burned on one side
of Wākea Avenue near Kawiki Street and
headed toward Kamā‘oa Road before being
contained, watched overnight and the dousing of flareups the next day. Fire crews were
assisted by BJ’s Excavations. They were
able to access water from a Discovery Har-

bour hydrant.
A burnt firework
was located and it was
determined that a culprit
threw it into heavy brush,
which ignited the blaze.
Police arrested a juvenile
male from Discovery
Harbour.
According to a statement from Hawaiʻi PoA fire along Wākea Ave. in Discovery Harbour headed toward Kamā‘oa
lice Department, a parent Road but was stopped by firefighters and contractors.
of the juvenile took him
Photo by Nālani Parlin
anonymous, contact Crime Stoppers at
to Kaʻū police station
where he was charged with arson in the (808) 961-8300. Crime Stoppers does not
fourth degree. The case will be taken up by record calls or subscribe to caller ID.
Family Court. The fire created heavy smoke
but no injuries.
Anyone with information regarding this incident
can contact Detective Donovan Kohara at (808) 3264646 Ext. 267 or email donovan.kohara@hawaiicounty.
gov. Also contact the police
non-emergency number at
(808) 935-3311.To remain
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and the acquisition of Pōhue is recommended in the 2016 Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
National Park General Management Plan.
Before the land transfer, NPS met
with community members in partnership
with TPL and Hawaiʻi Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development
“to better understand the land's cultural,
historical and ecological significance.
This preliminary process will continue
over the next several months. Until a
Pōhue interim operating plan is completed, and safe access protective of cultural
and natural resources can be ensured, public access is temporarily restricted. There
are no bathroom facilities or capacity for
trash removal, and emergency response is
very limited. Portions of the current jeep
trail and pedestrian routes to the coastline
pass through private lands not managed
by the park,” says the joint statement.
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park

Wai Moku

WATER DELIVERY

The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
August 2022
Superintendent Rhonda Loh said, “Pōhue gered Hawaiian speis an incredibly precious and culturally cies, including the
significant landscape that needs to be pro- Hawaiian
hawksbill
tected. We are actively seeking commu- turtle (honu‘ea) and Hanity feedback to get a better understand- waiian monk seal. Rare
ing of the natural and cultural resources in endemic ʻōpaeʻula, (red
the area. The park is working to develop shrimp), live in the aran interim operating plan for Pōhue that ea's anchialine ponds,
explores opportunities for public use and the bay is often frecompatible with resource protection. We quented by native and
thank the community for your patience migratory birds, includand for the manaʻo shared so far.”
ing ʻiwa (frigate bird),
Pōhue Bay is home to numerous koaʻe kea (white tailed
well-preserved and significant Hawai- tropic bird), kōlea
ian cultural sites, including the largest (golden plover), ʻūlili
recorded abrader quarry in Hawaiʻi, lava (wandering tattler) and
tubes, burial sites, mauka-makai (moun- ʻaukuʻu (black crowned
tain to sea) trails, fishing shrines, remains night heron).
of once-thriving coastal villages, and
Trust for Public
petroglyphs. A well-preserved portion of Land is a national nonthe Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail or profit that works to conAla Loa, an ancient coastal trail system, nect everyone to the
hugs the coastline.
benefits and joys of the
The Pōhue coastline is also criti- outdoors. As a leader
cal habitat for federally listed endan- in equitable access to
the out- More of the Kaʻū Coast preserved through the purchase of lands surrounding Pōhue Bay.
Photo from Trust for Public Land
doors,
public
land
where
they are needed most.
TPL
Since
1972,
TPL
has
protected more than
works with communities
to create parks and protect three million acres of public land, created
Pōhue Bay, pg. 12

CALL RUDY
929-9222
Ka‘ū
Newsbriefs
Blog

K’s
Greenhouse

Scan here

Always Spreading Aloha one plant at a time.

Want to plant a garden? It’s time !
All different kinds of Vegetable starts ,Herbs and

Beautiful Flowers. Stop in and take a look.

Open Wednesday Thru Saturday

9 am to 4:30 pm

92-8376 Catamaran Ln. ( from Hwy– turn on Tiki, right on Moana turns into Catamaran Between Donola and Walaka,)
Follow on FB- K’s Greenhouse
Website- ksgreenhousehawaii.com
ksgreenhousehawaii@gmail.com
Phone 808-825-8795
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
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Pōhue Bay, from pg. 11
more than 5,000 parks,
trails, schoolyards, and
iconic outdoor places,
raised $84 billion in
public funding for parks
and for parks and public lands, and connected
more than nine million
people to the outdoors. To
learn more, visit tpl.org.
More than 20,000
National Park Service
employees care for America's 423 national parks
and work with communities across the nation
to help preserve local
history and create closeto-home recreational op- Hawksbill turtles nest at Pōhue Bay, its surrounding lands now protected as part of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park.
Photo from National Park Service
portunities. Learn more
at www.nps.gov, and on
for Nature. Wyss has committed $1.5 billion to the Campaign before
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.
In 2018 Hansjörg Wyss and the Wyss Foundation the end of this decade, supporting Indigenous Peoples, local communimet the nature crisis by launching the Wyss Campaign ties, and nations in their efforts to protect 30 percent of the planet by
2030.
August Calendar, from pg. 9

sic, and more. Email AlohaFridayMarket@
gmail.com.

THE BOOK SHACK is open every Wednesday,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the Kauahaʻao Congregational Church grounds, located at 95-1642
Pinao St. in Waiʻōhinu.
DAILY/WEEKLY/MONTHLY
PICKLEBALL at Kahuku Park in Ocean View
on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.
To learn more and register, contact Jaquie
Woodmansee at (808) 929-7092.
YOGA at Kahuku Park in Ocean View on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9 - 10
a.m. To learn more and register, contact Trisha Meyer at +1 (208) 353-3594.
NET RECOVERY PATROL on Mondays with
August Calendar, pg. 14
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Free Training to Meet Health Care Employee Shortages

Training to become nursing assistants is available
through Hilo Medical Center, the sister facility to Kaʻū
Hospital & Rural Health Clinic. The new paid training
program for Nurse Aides to join acute units in early September welcomes
candidates seeking
“a fulfilling career in healthcare,”
says a statement
from Hilo Medical
Center.
Benefits
of
becoming a nurses
aide at Kaʻū, Hilo
and Honoka‘a Hospitals include: 13
paid holidays each
year (14 during
Paid Nurses Aide training for Hilo, Kaʻū,
and Honoka‘a Hospitals is offered through election years); 21
Hilo Medical Center.
Photo from HMC paid vacation days

per year; 21 paid sick days per year; and medical, dental,
vision, and prescription plans. Here are examples of health
care jobs and their pay from the organization that operates
Kaʻū, Hilo and Honoka‘a hospitals and clinics:
- Nurse Aide, Entry Level: Entry: $3,356 per month,
Full Performance: $3,475 per month: https://
pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc/#/job/2853
- Director of Nutrition & Food Service Operations,
Starting at $75,000 and commensurate with experience: https://pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc/#/
job/2936
- HR Specialist II-IV, $48,144-$56,304 per
year ($4,012-$4,692 per month): https://
pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc/#/job/2949
- Management Analyst II-IV, $48,144-$56,304
per year ($4,012-$4,692 per month): https://
pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc/#/job/2611
- Transporter: $40,272 per year ($3,356 per month):
https://pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc/#/
job/2908

The new National Mental Health Crisis Line is working. Dial 988. The free service went live in July. A statement
from Hawaiʻi Department of Health says
this expands access to mental health and
substance use crisis services.
Hawaiʻi adopted the national 988-dialing code for direct access to mental
health and substance use crisis resources. “The new threedigit number is expected to increase access to the Hawaiʻi
Department of Health’s Hawaiʻi CARES crisis helpline for
crisis services, mental and emotional health support, and substance abuse recovery,” says the DOH statement.
Individuals with an 808 area code phone number can call
988 to connect with the Hawaiʻi CARES crisis line. Individu-

als who call from other area codes are connected with a
crisis center in another state.
Anyone can continue to reach
Hawaiʻi CARES by calling 808-8323100 or 1-800-753-6879; or using the
chat function at suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat/.
“The 988 launch reflects a nationwide commitment
to prioritizing mental health and increasing access to resources,” said Marian Tsuji, state Deputy Director of Behavioral Health. “In Hawaiʻi, 988 adds to the ways that
people can reach the CARES Crisis Line. Our staff will
continue to connect people across Hawaiʻi with mental
health and substance use recovery resources.”

Dietary Aide: $21.89 per hour: https://
pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc#/job/2651
- Kitchen Helper, $21.29 per hour: https://
pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc#/job/2769
East Hawai‘i Health Clinics
- Cardiology Clinic – Medical Assistant, Entry: $43,080
($3,590 per month, $20.71 per hour), Full Performance:
$46,440 ($3,870 per month, $22.33 per hour): https://
pm.healthcaresource.com/cs/hhsc#/job/2946.
-

Mental Health Crisis Line: Call 988
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Trusdell Meritorious for Understanding Hawaiian Volcanoes

Frank A. Trusdell, Research Geologist, has won the Department of Interior's
Meritorious Service Award. It’s the second
highest honorary award that can be granted
to a career employee by the U.S. federal
agency. He is a graduate of Kamehameha
High School and University of Hawaiʻi. The
award was the subject of a recent Volcano
Watch, the weekly article and activity update written by U.S. Geological Survey Hawaiian Volcano Observatory scientists and
affiliates:
The award is in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the USGS in the
field of volcanology, particularly to the understanding of Hawaiian volcanoes, their
eruptions, and hazards.
During his decades with HVO, Trusdell’s work has included a wide range of
field-based studies and the production of
detailed geologic maps of Mauna Loa, the
largest active volcano in the world. To date
he has completed four of five maps, each encompassing an area of Mauna Loa from its
summit to sea level. These geologic maps,
which provide information on the long-term
eruptive behavior of the volcano, are available under “Geologic Maps” on HVO’s
Mauna Loa Publications webpage (https://
www.usgs.gov/volcanoes/mauna-loa/
publications).
Trusdell also led the effort to create and
publish lava inundation zone maps for Mauna Loa (https://doi.org/10.3133/sim3387).
These nine maps, which identify parts of the

Frank Trusdell is a USGS scientist responsible for many of the maps of Mauna Loa. Here he explains a
point to Ocean View residents Steve Lewis, Peter Bosted, and Don Coons.
Photo by Annie Bosted

unteers. Under his direction, these aspiring
professionals were able to experience working in a busy volcano observatory, witness
eruption crises, engage with HVO scientists,
and, in many cases, complete published
studies.
Trusdell managed HVO's volunteer program for 10 years, during which he reviewed
applicants (both domestic and international)
and then guided selected volunteers as they
learned about volcano monitoring. The
award citation notes that the “far-reaching
impacts of his dedication are reflected by
the accomplishments of his proteges, many
of whom have gone on to receive advanced
degrees and accept positions with the USGS
or universities.”
Trusdell, who grew up on Oʻahu, was
also praised for his efforts to significantly
increase the participation of minority youth
in the earth sciences. The citation acknowledges that this is particularly important
in Hawaiʻi, where the volcanic landscape
and Hawaiian culture are inextricably
intertwined.
Throughout his career, Trusdell has
readily contributed to HVO’s outreach efforts. In addition to presenting countless
talks in public programs, like those during
Volcano Awareness Month, he has also participated in numerous community meetings
during times of volcanic crisis to keep the
public informed about the eruption.
After graduating from Kamehameha
High School, Trusdell earned a Bachelor
of Science degree from the University of
Trusdell, pg. 15

volcano that could erupt and send lava flows
downslope, provide information that will
help emergency managers identify people,
property, and facilities at risk during future
Mauna Loa eruptions.
The award citation states that, “In addition to being the world’s authority on Mauna
Loa, Mr. Trusdell's meticulous investigations
of eruption histories and volcano structure
have also made him a foremost expert on
Kīlauea and Hualālai volcanoes.” It further
states that during periods of volcanic unrest
in Hawaiʻi, Trusdell’s “calm demeanor and
decades of experience critically informed
HVO hazard assessments shared with the

public and emergency managers.”
In addition to his work in Hawaiʻi,
Trusdell has led USGS responses to volcanic
crises in Ecuador, Alaska, the Cape Verde Islands, and the Commonwealth of the Mariana Islands. His role in these responses was
to evaluate and quantify volcanic hazards.
The citation also commends Trusdell
for his dedication to the next generation of
geoscientists, noting that “his efforts to engage students and early-career scientists has
strengthened the USGS and professional
geologic community.” Throughout his federal service, Trusdell has mentored more
than 50 students, visiting scientists, and vol-

The volunteer programs, including
those for native plant restoration at Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park, will be up and
running for August. Eric Hamren, of the
Nursery Operations for Ke Ēweiēwe – Plant
Restoration programs, announced three August service days.
The Monday, Aug. 8 nursery day invites volunteers to up-pot keiki and participate in general plant care. The Monday,
Aug. 22 field and nursery day will see volunteers salvaging native plants along road
and trail sides before the maintenance crews
clear the area so they can transplant them
into pots for a future restoration effort.
On Friday, Aug. 26, there will be a field

day clearing aggressive and invasive plants in restoration plots
along Mauna Loa Strip Road.
Hamren said, “Since we are
still in the early stages of starting
back up our volunteer program,
we are trying out something different this month to compare
results. Please navigate to volunteer.gov to sign up for these serThis photo from Hawai‘i Volcanoes illustrates the online volvice days. Simply type Hawai‘i unteer application for opportunities at the park. See https://
into the search bar and all three www.volunteer.gov/s/global-search/Hawaii
https://www.volunteer.gov/s/global-search/
service opportunities should be
listed there. Warning, they may not all be up Hawaii include Volunteer Map Maker,
Backcountry Office Assistant and Visitor
and active until August 4th.”
Other volunteer opportunities listed at Services Volunteer.

Volunteer Programs Heat Up at Hawai‘i Volcanoes
august Events
Hawaii Nei Invitational Exhibition
Species Of Concern: continues
through August 7 at VAC gallery in
Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park.
“Na Poe O Ke Ola Na Puʻuwai O
Hawaiʻi” (Circle Of Life, Heartbeats
Of Hawaiʻi) by David Gallegos opens
8/13 - 9/18 at VAC gallery in HVNP
Exhibits & Workshops at VAC
Niaulani Campus: Hana with
Kevin Diminyatz & Clayton
Amemia opens 8/20 - 9/9
Quilt Show: Looking
Forward Honoring the
Past continues through 8/14
8/7 - Make Your Own Glass
Mosaic with Michael Reeder
8/13 - Papermaing
with Mary Milelzcik
8/13 - Home Herbalist Workshop
with Heather Penfield

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN!
Visit our website for current hours

Office in Volcano Village:
(808) 967-8222
Gallery in HVNP:
(808) 967-7565
volcanoartcenter.org/shop
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Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund. The team and core
volunteers conduct marine debris recovery
efforts targeting large debris items, including derelict fishing net and line bundles, that
are especially hazardous to marine wildlife.

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, these events
are limited to current HWF volunteers. Contact kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com for more
info. Check https://www.wildhawaii.org/with
its HWF calendar for more opportunities to
get involved with its bi-weekly net recovery
patrols.
ST. JUDE’S SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR SHOWER
MINISTRY on Saturdays from
9 a.m. to noon. If interested
in volunteering, contact Cynthia Cutts at cynthiaanncutts@
gmail.comor call the Church
phone number (808) 939-7000.

ST. JUDE’S SHOWER MINISTRY open to the public on
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon,
with hot water, soap, shampoo,
conditioner, and clean towels.
Masks and social distancing are
required before and after showering. The long standing public
shower service, put on pause
by Covid, is supported by the
Episcopal Diocese of Hawaiʻi’s
Commission on Mission Beyond Church and St. Jude’s
own outreach fund. Location
is 8606 Paradise Circle Drive
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

in Ocean View. Members of the congregation
built the facility.
ST. JUDE’S COMPUTER LAB open Saturdays
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Work-Station Laptops will be provided. Printing and shredding
is available. Training sessions on Microsoft
Word, Excel, and Powerpoint and assistance
with setting up email accounts, Facebook,
Zoom, and more are provided. Assigned times
are available for individual help. Game playing is limited and no streaming is allowed.
Privileges can be suspended by Administrator
or Lab Coordinator.
FREE HELP WITH FAMILY HISTORY in Kaʻū
is available 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. every Wednesday. All are welcome to the Family History
Center. The aim is to “Come Discover Your
Past,” says the statement from The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which hosts
the weekly sessions at 95-5682 Hawaiʻi Belt
Road in Nāʻālehu. The drop-in assistance includes free Ancestry.com, Familysearch.org,
and other online resources.
KAHUKU RANGER GUIDED HIKES, Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Join a Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park ranger to learn about
the history, geology, and ecology of Kahuku
while hiking through varied landscapes. Meet
at the Visitor Contact Station. See www.nps.
gov/havo/planyourvisit/kahuku.htm.
The Ka‘ū Calendar

Register & Vote, from pg. 1
passed. However, paper voter registration deadline is Aug. 3 and Voter Service
Centers will be open for voting from Aug.
1-13. Applications to vote are available
in Ka‘ū at Nā‘ālehu Police Station and
Pāhala Library. The drop box for the ballots is Nā‘ālehu Police Station.
Voters who miss the Aug. 3 registration deadline will be able to register and
vote in person at the Hilo or Kona Voter
Registration Center, Aug. 1 - 13, Monday Saturday from 8 a.m.to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 13 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. The

Hilo location is County of Hawai‘i Aupuni
Center, Conference Room, 101 Pauahi St.
Suite 1. The Kona location is West Hawai‘i
Civic Center, Community Room (Building
G) at 74-5044 Ane Keohokālole Hwy.
County of Hawai‘i Elections Division
reported at the end of July that 112,318
ballots were issued and 9,126 were received. Results will be announced Aug.
13. To register, read about the candidates
and more, see the county’s election website at https://www.elections.hawaiicounty.
gov/. Also see candidate coverage at www.
kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com.

The Wind Gourd of Laamao by Catherine Wind at Volcano Art Center quilt show.

VAC’s Quilts in the Forest ‘til Aug. 14
Volcano Art Center’s fourth semiannual quilt show, Quilts in the Forest
– Looking Forward, Honoring The Past
runs through Aug. 14.
On display are traditional, contemporary and innovative quilts at Volcano Art
Center’s Niaulani Campus, from talented
Hawaiʻi Island quilters, both amateur
and professional. The exhibition is open
Wednesdays through Sundays, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.in Dietrich Varez Hall at the Hale

Ho‘omana Building, 19-4074 Old Volcano
Rd.
Quilts in the Forest highlights new
and innovative ways of quilting and stitching. The exhibition is open to the public
free of charge, however, donations are
greatly appreciated. For more information
and for questions, contact Fia Mattice at
(808) 967-8222 or email quiltshow@volcanoartcenter.org

Reach More People

Contact us for rates and space reservation
808-928-6471 or
email: mahalo@aloha.net

An intimate evening with

STANLEY JORDAN

HVO geologist Frank Trusdell collects a sample of lava from the fissure 8 channel during Kīlauea
Volcano’s lower East Rift Zone eruption in July 2018 (A. Hara). Inset photo shows Trusdell presenting
an update on Mauna Loa for a Community Forum in February 2018.
Photos from HVO

Trusdell, from pg. 14
Hawaiʻi at Hilo. He then attended the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, where he received a Master of Science degree from the
Geology and Geophysics Department in
1991.
Trusdell began his USGS career as a
student intern at HVO, coincidentally just
one day after Mount St. Helens, Washington, erupted in 1980. Forty-plus years later,
when asked about highlights from his time
at HVO, he replied, “Working with great
people; monitoring eruptions on Mauna Loa

(1984) and Kīlauea (1982‒2022), as well
as volcanoes beyond Hawaiʻi; mapping the
submarine flanks of Mauna Loa; and mentoring up-and-coming volcanologists.” Today, Trusdell shares his vast experience with
HVO's team of research and operational
geologists as their supervisor, a role that he
accepted in 2020.
The Hawaiian Volcano Observatory
team says, “Congratulations, Frank! Your
DOI Meritorious Service Award is welldeserved recognition for your many years of
outstanding service to the USGS and HVO.”

Solo performance from the beginning
to the Jimi Hendrix experience.

September 23, 7:30pm
Honoka’a Peoples Theater
September 24,
Sat, 7:00pm

Palace Theater - Big Island
38 Haili Street, Hilo HI 96720

CAMPUS PRE-K - 6TH GRADE
HĪPUENROLL
ʻU ONLINE 4TH - 8TH GRADE
NOW FOR FALL 2022

Online Info,
Tickets and Gold Circle:

bluesbearhawaii.com
or Call: 808-896-4845

BILL KIRCHEN

-

Blues Bear Hawaii & B97 / B93 are proud to present:

THE TITAN OF THE TELECASTER

“HOT ROD LINCOLN”

One Show Only Hilo:
Nov. 12, Sat. - Big Island
Palace Theater • 38 Haili St. Hilo, Hi. 96720
Doors: 6:00 pm. Show: 7:30 pm.

Encouraging Creative Mindsets
Academics through Hands-On Activities
Integrating Hawaiian Cultural-Based Learning
Visit www.kuaokala.org for more
about our program and registration.

Info, Online Tickets & Videos:

bluesbearhawaii.com or call

808-896-4845

Big Island Ticket Outlets:
Kona Music Exchange - Kona; Kiernan's Music - Old Town Kainaliu;
Waimea General Store Parker Square, Kamuela; Top Stitch
Honoka'a; Hilo Music Exchange, Hilo Ukulele & Guitar
Hilo & Rogers Guitars - Kea’au

The Ka‘ū Calendar

A Blues Bear Hawaii Production
“Keeping The Music Live”

Office: (808) 981-5866

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

info@kuaokala.org
August 2022
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Aloha Ka‘ū!
It has been an honor representing parts of Ka‘ū in the Hawai‘i State
Senate since 2018. Together, we’ve improved the schools and health
care facilities our families count on, protected our Kona and Ka‘ū coffee
farmers, worked to expand access to broadband connectivity, and come
together to care for our community through the COVID-19 pandemic.
This year, Senate District 3 will expand to include Pāhala and Volcano
Village.* Over the coming months, I look forward to meeting you,
learning how I can best advocate for your needs, and earning your trust
and your vote. Mahalo for the opportunity to serve you!

State Senate • Kona • Ka‘ū • Volcano
*As of press time, redistricting is not final. The current proposed map of the district includes Pāhala and Volcano Village.

drukanuha.com
info@drukanuha.com
KanuhaForSenate
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