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Kaʻū High Entrepreneurs Launch Online Product Sales 
Kaʻū High School Students launched busi-

nesses in November, with culinary and craft gifts 
for sale through Friday, Dec. 11. Email order are 
still available through ʻĀina Akamu – teacher of 
Agriculture, Culinary Arts, Entrepreneurship, 
and Hawaiian Studies at Kaʻū High School. 

Akamu said he invites Kaʻū residents to help 
spread the word: "Please like, share, and support 
our student entrepreneurs as they create and op-
erate their own small business. This is a totally 
new experience for the students and teacher, and 
we still have a lot to learn. We appreciate your 
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Maile Medeiros David will chair 
Hawaiʻi County Council. The four-term 
council member, who ran without oppo-
nents in the Nov. 3 election, represents 
District 6, the geographically largest 
council district. It runs from Puna through 
Volcano, Pāhala, all of Kaʻū, through 
South Kona and into North Kona. Council 
members said they will make the official 
vote to elect David to become chair after 
the Dec. 7 swearing-in ceremonies. Vice-
chair will be current council chair South 
Hilo council member Aaron Chung. 

David moves from finance chair to 
council chair and said this will be her fi-
nal term on the County Council, with four 
two-year terms the legal limit. She brings 
to the chair her background as a paralegal 
and community organizer for land pres-
ervation and other issues, as well as the 
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Ako's Feed Three Hundred a Day in Ocean View
A Thanksgiving surprise blessed Pastors 

Pam and Lance Ako who feed 300 people 
each weekday in the parking lot of Ace Hard-
ware in Ocean View. Pam Ako said that the 
day before Thanksgiving, she got the call from 
Costco and the Food Bank. Massive amounts 
of food were available for them to give away. 
A giant truck and two vans accompanied the 
Ako's to the Kona Costco to pick up 150 big 
turkeys, pallets of pies, deli meats and much 
more.

The Ako's started the giveaway at night 
to families along the way back to Ocean View. 
By 6:30 a.m. Thanksgiving Day, the parking 
lot at Ace Hardware began to fill with people 
accepting traditional holiday foods. 

The December schedule for the Ako's is 
to give out 300 prepared meals each weekday 

Mitch Roth Names
Department Heads

Mayor-elect Mitch Roth named his 
cabinet nominees to manage Hawai'i County 
ahead of his Dec. 7 swearing-in. Roth won 
over Ikaika Marzo in the Nov. 3 election. 
Roth said, "My team and I talked to so many 
incredibly qualified applicants, but these are 
the best and the brightest, and we'll be well 
prepared to take on the difficult challenges 

David to Lead Council, pg. 5
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The original Volcano House Hotel, now the Volcano Art Gallery, hosts its annual Christmas in the Country and Wreath Exhibition.                  VAC photo

Kīlauea Mountain Christmas Lights up Volcano
At 4,000 feet elevation, Volcano Village offers a crisp envi-

ronment and warm settings, with many activities to enjoy the holi-
day season. Volcano Village offers several fun activities for the 
public for the holiday season.

Volcano Art Center's free Christmas in the Country 21st An-
nual Wreath Exhibition continues through Dec. 31, Wednesday 
through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Gallery in Hawai‘i Volca-
noes National Park. Park entrance fees apply.

VAC's Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village is open Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. December events includes From 

Plant to Pigment with Puakea Forester, Saturday, Dec. 5. On Sat-
urday, Dec. 12, Zach Mermel will teach new mushroom growing 
techniques in the Homestead Mushroom Cultivation workshop, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit volcanoartcenter.org for full event de-
tails and more.

Vote for Kīlauea Military Camp's Holiday Challenge win-
ner. Local community members and guests at KMC are invited 
to drive by and stroll past the decorated cottages at the camp and 
vote for their favorite one. The annual event is a friendly decorat-

support and encouragement." 
Here are the student businesses' prod-

uct descriptions:
Kaʻū ʻOno Iʻa offers sustainably-

caught, artisan-dried ʻopelu (mackerel). 
The product is inspired by teachings of 
Charles Leslie, fondly known as "Uncle 
Chucky," who was raised in the traditional 
Hawaiian fishing methods and continues to 
instill this rich cultural heritage with Kaʻū 
youth. Offered in a 6 oz. snack size or a 16  Manaʻolana Butters comes in 

two flavors: chilli or lilikoʻi. Fruit-based F.I.T. powder is the product 
presented by Kaʻū Quality F.I.T. Powder

Ace Parking lot in Ocean View where Thanksgiv-
ing arrived early Thursday. 

Photo from Hope DIA-mend

Mayor-elect Mitch Roth announced most of his 
cabinet nominees ahead of taking the Hawaiʻi 
County Mayoral office seat. Many of them have 
much experience in government. Above, he points 
to an ILWU sticker on a car at a campaign event 
in Pāhala before the election. Photo by Julia Neal

Pastor Pam Ako got the call Thanksgiving 
eve for the gifts of turkeys and all the fixin's 
to give to people in Kaʻū. 

Photo from Hope DIA-mend

at 4:45 p.m. at the Ace parking lot. If they get the call from a food donor on Christmas 
Eve, they will be there to pick up and distribute all the fixings for another holiday 
meal. Assistance comes from Laʻaʻiʻopua, a CARES Act Grant through County Coun-
cil member Maile David; Vibrant Hawaiʻi; and Boys & Girls Club. Ako's Feeds 300, pg. 7
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Movement of coffee from Hawaiʻi Is-
land and Maui to other Hawaiian Islands 
is restricted due to Coffee Leaf Rust. The 
interim rule does not affect the movement 
of roasted coffee or movement of non-
roasted coffee to the mainland. The inter-
im rule, made by Hawaiʻi Board of Agri-
culture's chair, designated both islands as 
"areas infested by coffee leaf rust." This 
authorizes the state Department of Agri-
culture, Plant Quarantine Branch, to re-
strict movement of coffee and other CLR 
carriers. The interim rule went into effect 
Nov. 20.

The interim rule restricts the move-
ment and transport of coffee plants and 
parts, including green (unroasted) coffee 
beans. It also restricts moving used cof-
fee bags, and used coffee harvesting, pro-
cessing or transporting equipment, from a 
CLR-infested area to an area that is unin-
fested, except by permit issued by DOA.

A permit may be issued for transpor-
tation of coffee beans for roasting; plants 

from HDOA certified nurseries; treated, 
previously used equipment for harvesting, 
processing or transporting coffee plants or 
plant parts; and coffee plants and plant 
parts for scientific or diagnostic purposes. 
Permits may also be issued for transport 
between infested areas. The rule will not 

affect export (out-of-state) shipments of 
coffee plants and plant parts, green coffee 
beans, used coffee bags, or other CLR car-
riers, provided they are exported directly 
from a CLR infested area and are not 
transshipped through a CLR uninfested 
area in Hawaiʻi. 

Download the permit application at 
hdoa.hawaii.gov/pi/files/2012/12/pq-7_
fillable.pdf. There is no fee for the permit. 
Questions or assistance needed? Call 808-
832-0566 or email Lance.S.Sakaino@ha-
waii.gov.

Possible CLR infestation? Call 
HDOA's Plant Pest Control Branch at 
(808) 973-9525.

For more information on CLR go to 
the UH-CTAHR webpages, hawaiicof-
feeed.com/clr.html and extento.hawaii.
edu/kbase/crop/Type/h_vasta.htm, or the 
HDOA Field Guide: hdoa.hawaii.gov/pi/
ppc/new-pest-advisories/.

CLR is a devastating coffee patho-
gen and was first discovered in Sri Lanka 
in 1869 and can cause severe defoliation 
of coffee plants resulting in premature 
defoliation and greatly reducing photo-
synthetic capacity. Depending on CLR 
prevalence in a given year, both vegeta-
tive and berry growth are greatly reduced. 
There are multiple long-term impacts of 
CLR, including dieback, resulting in an 
impact to the following year's crop, with 
estimated losses ranging from 30 percent 
to 80 percent. 

On Oct. 23, UH-CTAHR announced 
there was suspected CLR on Maui, then 
in Kona on Oct. 29. CLR was confirmed 
on Oct. 30 for Maui, in Holualoa in South 
Kona on Nov. 10.

Unroasted Coffee Shipments to Other Islands Banned
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Visitor Industry Starts Slow Revival, with COVID Tests
Hotels and vacation rentals are show-

ing a slow increase in occupancy on this 
island. In October, vacation rentals posted 
21.8 percent, up from 10.7 percent in Sep-
tember. Hotels posted 20 percent, up from 
11.2 percent, according to the latest Hawaiʻi 
Tourism Authority report. The uptick in oc-
cupancy and more flights began on Oct. 15, 
with arrivals with a negative COVID test al-
lowed to skip the 14-day quarantine.

Kaʻū's only hotel for the public is Vol-
cano House. Its rooms, restaurants, bar and 
stores are closed. Volcano House is tak-
ing tentative reservations starting Dec. 20, 
without announcing a firm reopening date. 
Volcano House, a private operation inside 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, is also 
accepting reservations for the cabins at 
Nāmakanipaio Campground. Each cabin is 
limited to four people and each reservation 
to six people total – in two cabins. Volcano 
House offers a Keep it Local kamaʻaina dis-
count. Call 844-569-8849.

Kīlauea Military Camp is open for ac-
tive and retired military families, with its 
bar, restaurants, general store and bowling 
alley in operation. It is also open for school, 
church and other group stays. Call the group 
reservationist Mariane Sato at 937-8370. 
They have 90 rooms plus a dorm that can 
sleep up to 110. See kilaueamilitarycamp.
com and story on Page 1.

KMC has about 16 employees, down 
from about 80 before the pandemic, most of 
them from the community.

Kīlauea Lodge is operating with its 12 
rooms – with a possible occupancy of 34 
– and restaurant and shop. The administra-
tive office and gift shop operate 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., daily. The restaurant is open Thursday 
through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., with the 
gift shop staying open with the restaurant on 

the days it's open.
Kīlauea Lodge has 17 employees, down 

from 52 before the pandemic. General man-
ager Janet Coney told The Kaʻū Calendar, 
"We're working with a skeleton crew. And 
things are always changing." Call (808) 
967-7366. See highwaywestvacations.com/
properties/kilauea-lodge.

ʻOhelo Restaurant is closed in Volcano. 
The rest in Volcano are open, as are all the 
restaurants in Nāʻālehu and Ocean View, 
with one new opening as KaiLoki's at the 
old site of Mehe's Bar. See facebook.com/
KaiLokis.

A few hotels and many restaurants on 
the island plan to remain closed, owners de-
ciding that, until the course of the pandemic 
is more predictable, opening and closing 
again would take them further into debt and 
make it harder to recover. Some are choos-
ing renovations over openings.

Island of Hawaiʻi Visitors Bureau chief 
Ross Birch told West Hawaiʻi Today, "We 

are accepting a slower pace with visitation to 
help us. We want to be able to manage it as 
it comes in. We want to be able to have the 
right protocols in place so it's a better experi-
ence for the visitors and we make sure it's a 
safe place for our residents."

Hawaiʻi County allows transpacific 
travelers with COVID tests 
to bypass quarantine only 
if the results are available 
before boarding the plane 
to come here. Interisland 
travelers may arrive without 
a test result and quarantine 
until receiving a negative 
result, or test on-island. See 
travel updates, safety rules, 
and COVID numbers at 
rb.gy/z5hgf6.

Call 808-973-9525 to report possible Coffee Leaf Rust infestation.
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Pensioners Club President Clyde Silva volunteers
for Nourish Pāhala.                 Photo by Julia Neal

Vibrant Pāhala Food Hub Connects Farmers to Residents
Pāhala Food Hub completed its fourth 

week on Nov. 27, with help from Volcano 
School of Arts & Sciences students Cheska 

Cheska Aurelio, Saskia Sarbin-Delacruz, and Emerald Aurelio are Volcano School of Arts & Sciences 
students who live in Pāhala and Nāʻālehu, helping with food distribution on Nov. 27. Barbara Sarbin 
teaches permaculture and civics at the school. The students are learning about food justice – making 
sure everyone has equal access to healthy food, said their teacher.                             Photo by Julia Neal

The volunteers go to 50 houses a 
week, meet the residents, and deliver the 
food, expecting to cover the more than 
400 houses in the village by the end of 
December.

Participating food providers include: 
Crooked C. Ranch, Kaʻili Maliʻe Farms. 
Riley Ranch and Wood Valley Ranch, with 
many varieties of vegetables, fruit and ma-
maki tea; Kuahiwi Ranch with grass feed 
beef; Yvette Slack with avocados; Delvin 
Navarro and Millie Akau with bananas; 
Punaluʻu Bake Shop with cookies; and Bee 
Boyz with honey.  Participating food pro-

Kamehameha Students Deliver Bundles of Aloha
Bundles of Aloha is the Senior Legacy 

Project of Kamehameha Schools Hawaiʻi 
students Elysa Abellera and Sarah Imai. 
They spent four months, fundraising and 
asking for donations to provide about 200 
Bundles of Aloha packages to nurses, certi-
fied nurse aides, patients of Kaʻū Hospital, 
and Army National Guard Covid Teams.

They distributed their packages the 
Tuesday and Wednesday before Thanks-
giving. They delivered 33 Bundles to nurs-
es and certified nursing assistants, and 18 

Bundles to kūpuna patients, at Kaʻū Hos-
pital on Nov. 24. On Nov. 25, they traveled 
to Hilo, delivering 130 Bundles to Hawaiʻi 

Army National Guard members.
Abellera told The Kaʻū Calendar, "We 

pes from Chef Hui's Mariah Williams for 
Braised Beef with Carrots, Honey-Lemon 
Vinaigrette, Butternut Squash & Swiss 
Chard, and Spaghetti with 
Kale & Lemon.

Funding comes from 
a County of Hawaiʻi fed-
eral Cares Act grant to 
Vibrant Hawaiʻi through 
County Council member 
Ashley Kierkiewicz. Vi-
brant Hawaiʻi issued a 
statement saying, "One way 
we're supporting Pāhala is 
through food resilience, and 

distributing 50 Nourish Pāhala meal bags 
for eight weeks. Each meal bag is full of in-
gredients sourced from Pāhala area farmers 

and food producers. Reci-
pes are provided to inspire 
creativity in the kitchen 
and based on the concept 
- Cook What Get!"

The Pāhala Resil-
ience Food Hub's Nour-
ish Pāhala program is 
sponsored by Vibrant 

Hawaiʻi, Chef Hui, County 
of Hawaiʻi and Suisan.

clude Efren & Maile Abellera, Stacie Imai, 
Jean Miyamoto, Sandi Kamaka, Isaac & 

In an article in Hawaiʻi Tribune-Her-
ald, Abellera said, "We wanted to give 
back to the community somehow by doing 
something close to our hearts. Sarah's fa-
ther is in the National Guard, and I have 
several family members and my grandfa-
ther staying at the Kaʻū Hospital, so we 
thought it would be nice to do something 
for them. It was heartwarming going to the 
hospital. Everyone was so thankful. It was 
also the first time I'd seen my grandfather 
in months, so that was special for me.

"We really just wanted to thank the 
community as much as we could for ev-

erything this year. We thought doing this 
before Thanksgiving would be the perfect 
time."

Elysa Abellera with some of Bundles of Aloha 
contents.                                    Photo from Abellera

Sarah Imai and Elysa Abellera, front, on Tuesday at Kaʻū Hospital, delivering 55 Bundles of Aloha to
nursing staff and kūpuna.                                                                                                Photo from Abellera

Bundles of Aloha is the Senior Legacy Project for 
Elysa Abellera, left, and Sarah Imai, of Kame-
hameha Schools Hawaiʻi Campus. 

Photo from Kamehameha Schools

Fresh veggies go into Vibrant 
Pāhala meal bags to deliver locally 
grown food to the community. 

Photo by Katie Graham

and Emerald Aurelio, of Pāhala, and Saskia 
Sarbin-Delacruz, of Nāʻālehu. Katie Gra-
ham, who works with Food Corps., and Ju-
lia Neal are co-captains, assisted by James 
Akau, Clyde Silva, Yvette Slack and Lynn 
Hamilton, all of Pāhala.

The idea is to hook up local fami-
lies with local farmers. Funding from the 
federal CARES ACT comes through the 
county to Resilient Hawaiʻi and Hawaiʻi 
Rise Foundation, which pays the farm-
ers for their food. In addition to feeding 
families during the pandemic, the goal is 
to help strengthen the relationship between 
Pāhala-area food producers and their com-
munity, leading to residents deciding to 
buy food directly from them when they 
can.

viders include: Crooked C. Ranch, Kaʻū 
Maliʻe Farms. Riley Ranch and Wood Val-
ley Ranch, with many varieties of vegeta-
bles, fruit and mamaki tea; Kuahiwi Ranch 
with grass feed beef; Yvette Slack with 
avocados; Delvin Navarro and Millie Akau 
with bananas; Punaluʻu Bake Shop with 
cookies; and Bee Boyz with honey.

In each meal bag are spices and reci-

Erika Bautista, Rodelyn Corpuz, Malia 
Corpuz & Chloe Abero, Susan Horimoto, 
Alicia Lopez, Carolyn Imai, James & 
Cynthia Sanborn, Sean Matsumura, Pa-
mela Paulo, Stella & Nora Tavares, Natalie 
Plouffe, Richard Taga, Craig Taga, Jen-
nifer Lopez, Kehau's Coffee Farm, Awai 
Concrete, Big Isle Moving Company, Cafe 
100, Big Island Candies, Keaukaha Gen-
eral Store, and KTA Super Stores.

want to show our appreciation and give 
thanks to those who will be receiving our 
packages."

Each package contained Personal 
Protective Equipment, hygiene products, 
clothing and hair accessories, non-perish-
able goods, and handmade arts and crafts.

The students sent out 83 letters to fam-
ily, friends and local businesses. Donors in-

Fresh veggies go into Vibrant Pāhala meal bags to 
deliver locally grown food to the community. 

Photo by Julia Neal
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Stars over Ka‘ū - December 2020 
by Lew & Donna Cook

The Solar System
Mars remains in Pisces (PSC), cross-

ing the meridian 2 hours before chart 
time, 10 p.m. on Dec. 15. The meridian 

is the imaginary line running from north, 
thru overhead, to the south. It's apparently 
shrinking, so the best images 
have already been taken. It is 
shrinking because it is being 
left behind as we on Earth 
travel faster around the sun 
and we're leaving Mars be-
hind in a cloud of its own 
dust.

Jupiter and Saturn have 
long set at chart time but 
were up earlier in the south-
western sky. Both are still in 
eastern Sagittarius (SGR is 
off the star chart). These two 
giant planets will appear in 
our morning skies in April 
when they will be in Capri-
corn (CAP), the goat.

Ever heard of the "green 
flash?" This is a quite rare 

phenomenon caused by our atmosphere 
when the setting sun's light filtering 
through the atmosphere af-
ter being refracted by it. A 
photo, taken by my friend 
in Berkeley, CA, Bob Mi-
nor, shows it quite well! 

He reports "The green 
flash is often seen from 
Hawaiʻi. When we lived in 
Waikoloa we saw it many 
times from there and also 
when we were at the beach 
at sunset.

"All you need is a 

good view of the setting Sun and good 
clear skies!" and adds "not to look too soon 
or too long at the setting Sun."

There will be a total eclipse of the sun 
on the 14th, but we won't see it – unless 
we go to Chile or Argentina, that is. Sun-
spots are back on the face of our star, the 
Sun, too! Look at 'em! Not with your naked 
eyes, of course, but in the photo here. Do 
you see the central dark area? That's actu-
ally hotter than a welder's torch! We show 
it dark, 'tho.

Constellations and Deep Sky Objects
In the past two issues, we've studied 

the critters and people represented in our 
sky. You'd think that would be it, but what 
else is up there? Well, of course, there's the 
critters and people's tools we haven't talked 
about yet. These go from the ridiculous to 
the sublime, if you will. 

In the first category, There's the sculp-
tor's (SCL) chisel (CAE) and the reticule 
(RET) scraping along the southern hori-
zon. Maybe not so ridiculous but we can't 

see how any-
one looked 
at either of 
these and ex-
claimed "Oh, 
that's a fur-
nace (FOR)!" 
or "That's a 
clock (HOR), 
no doubt about 
it!"

Such ran-
dom constel-
lations are 
common in 
the southern 
sky. Of course, 
we've also got 
more recog-
nizable objects 
like the trian-

gle (TRI) and objects soon to rise 
like the Cup (CRT) and the northern 
crown (CRB).

What happens to a star after 
it burns all its fuel? Well, if it is a 
sun-like star, it puffs up to a red gi-
ant, and then it casts off its outer 
layers. In doing this, the material it 
has cast off remains in the vicinity 
of the star, but this process may be 
repeated several times. Such a star 
can be found in the center of the 
lion's head nebula, NGC 2392. This 
nebula is in Gemini, and is shown 
(greatly magnified) on our chart. 
These nebulae are called "planetary 

nebulae" because, though faint, they bear a 
resemblance to planets when seen through 

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

CLAssiFiED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

a telescope.
Moon Phases

Date  Moonrise Moonset
Last Quarter 
Dec.    8 (LEO) 11:43 pm* 12:42 pm
New Moon
Dec.    14(OPH) 6:54 am  6:09 pm
First Quarter 
Dec.     21(AQU) 12:33 pm      12:43 am**
Full Moon 
Dec.    29(GEM) 5:49 pm 7:32 am**

*day prior     **next morning
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:

Date  Sunrise Sunset
Dec.     4, 2020 6:41 am 5:44 pm
Dec.     11 6:46 am 5:46 pm 
Dec.     18 6:50 am 5:48 pm 
Dec.     25 6:53 am 5:52 pm

Local Attractions

The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo con-
tinues its closure to the public, but there is 
a wealth of information at 'imiloa@home. 
See imiloahawaii.org/imiloaathome for 
great information.

This is the only sunspot group visible on Nov. 8, 
2020. At least there is ONE group visible! Image 
credit: NASA/SOHO

Bob Minor took this image several years ago, but it is still 
relevant today. His telescope is in Berkeley, CA. The bridge 
the sun is setting over is the famous Golden Gate Bridge! To 
see the color, go to kaucalendar.com/KauCalendar_Decem-
ber2020.pdf.

The Lion's head nebula, taken with the Hubble 
Space Telescope credit: NASA, ESA, Andrew 
Fruchter (STScI) ERO (STScI+ST-ECF).
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Sand Volleyball: Emerging Dream Sport for Kaʻū
Sand volleyball is an emerging sport in 

high schools and colleges and a dream for 
Kaʻū High School Volleyball Coach Joshua 
Ortega and University of California Santa 
Cruz Men's Volleyball Coach Paul Leon. 

The two met in November to go over the 
idea on the grounds surrounding the Pāhala 
tennis and outdoor basketball courts. Ortega 
met onsite with County Council member 
Maile David, who encouraged the commu-

nity to come up with a budget and a plan.
The Santa Cruz coach vowed to vol-

unteer consulting on the project, sharing his 
deep knowledge of competitive volleyball 
and the extensive sand volleyball program of 

the city of Santa Cruz. Its beachside 
and city center courts are operated by 
its Parks & Recreation department.

Leon said he has a heart for 
Pāhala. He has followed the career of 
Kamehameha School coach, Punaluʻu 
resident and mainland summer vol-
leyball camp producer Guy Enriques. 
Leon also followed the Enrique sons' 
success in collegiate volleyball. He 
said he grew up at Dana Point in Cali-
fornia where volleyball was every-
where during his childhood. He said 
he knows how important community 
volleyball can be to students seeking 
scholarships for college.

Another tie to the Kaʻū commu-
nity is that Leon is engaged to Mi-

chelle Chacron who works in the Kaʻū Cof-
fee industry. Her mother Laura 
Diaz, of LDO Market, lives here, 
providing coffee milling and 
other equipment to local farmers 
and processors. Leon stayed in 
Pāhala for the last eight months 
to ride out the pandemic before 
being called back to campus at 
Santa Cruz in early December to 
work with his collegiate volley-
ball team.

Leon and Ortega described 
sand volleyball as being good 
for students and the commu-
nity at large, even during pandemic times. 
It's outdoors. As few as two to six people 

searching costs and availability of state and 
county land where a court close to the school 
grounds could serve both students and the 
community at large. One of the biggest 
costs will be sand – illegal to collect from 
Hawaiʻi beaches. Volleyball sand is cleaned 
and milled at factories to make it smooth and 
resistant to clumping and other problems for 
players.

Even if allowed, sand from here would 
be sharp and cut the players. Bringing in the 
sand from the mainland or China would be 
expensive, said Leon and Ortega, but the 
two are hoping for funding and volunteer 
help to make the project go forward. Contact 
Ortega at 808-756-3601.

can play on each side, which fits the small 
student body of Kaʻū High 
School, already well known 
for producing talented volley-
ball players.

Sand volleyball has a big 
future. When more college 
sports return to action, men's 
and women's sand volleyball 
will continue to expand, with 
more teams forming at the 
collegiate level and recruit-
ment reaching schools that 
come up with sand volleyball 
teams. "Perhaps one of them 

could be Kaʻū High School," said Leon.
Volunteers for the new project are re-

David to Lead Council, from pg. 1

Student Athletes of Kaʻū High in-
terested in participating in athletics dur-
ing the 2020-2021 school year are en-
couraged to call Athletic Director Kalei 
Namohala at 313-4161 to sign up for the 
Student Athlete Google Classroom. See 
khpes.org.

Student Athletes 
Virtually Gather 

Paul Leon, UC Santa Cruz 
Men's Volleyball Coach.

Incoming County Council Chair Maile David and Kaʻū 
High Volleyball Coach Josh Ortega discuss the possibility 
of a sand volleyball court near Kaʻū High. 

Photo by Julia Neal Inland sand volleyball courts are popular in California, like this away-from-the-beach court in the city 
of Cambria.                                                                                                    Photo by Jim McNamee

experience as deputy county clerk and fi-
nance chair. 

David said that during an or-
ganizing meeting in November, all 
nine council members agreed to 
help lead at least one committee. A 
new committee on Climate Resil-
ience & Natural Resource Manage-
ment is established, following the 
lead of Honolulu and Maui councils 
establishing climate committees. 
Kona council member Rebecca Vil-
legas proposed it for Hawaiʻi Coun-
ty Council. Here are the council 
committees and their leaders:

Climate Resilience & Natu-
ral Resource Management will 
be chaired by north Kona council 
member Rebecca Villegas. Vice-

chair will be Hāmākua Council member 
Heather Kimball.

Regenerative Agriculture, Water, En-
ergy & Environmental Management will 

be chaired by Ko-
hala council member 
Tim Richards. Vice-
chair will be south 
Kona council mem-
ber Holeka Inaba.

Finance Com-
mittee will be 
chaired by west 
Puna council mem-
ber Matt Kanaea-
li-Kleinfleder. 
Vice-chair will be 
Hamakua council 
member Heather 
Kimball.

Public Works 
& Mass Transit will 

be chaired by south Hilo-Keaʻau coun-
cil member Sue Lee Loy. Vice-chair 
will be west Puna council member Matt 
Kanealii-Kleinfelder.

Governmental Operations, Relations 
& Economic Development will be chaired 
by Hamakua council member Heather 
Kimball. Vice-chair will be east Puna 
council member Ashley Kierkiewicz.

Human Services & Social Services 
will be chaired by south Hilo-Keaʻau 
council member Susan Lee Loy. Vice-
chair will be east Puna council member 
Ashley Kierkieiwcz.

Parks & Recreation & Public Safety 
will be chaired by south Kona coun-
cil member Holeka Inaba, with vice-
chair west Puna Council member Matt 
Kanealii-Kleinfelder.

Maile David, when first elected to represent Kaʻū. She joined a Kaʻū Plantation Days 
event organized by Kaʻū Multicultural Society members Liz Kuluwaimaku, Darlyne 
Vierra, Winslow Vierra and one of the Vierra grandchildren.        Photo by Julia Neal
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 
Entrepreneurship, from pg. 1
oz. ʻohana size, it is produced in a certified 
kitchen. The goal is to stay connected with 
traditions of living off the land. The stu-
dents are donating 20 percent of their pro-
ceeds to Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund's Honuea 
Turtle Recovery Project in Kaʻū, to save 

endangered honuea turtles. Kaʻū residents 
are eligible for $5 off per bag purchased.

Manaʻolana Butters offers two but-
ter flavors: lilikoʻi or chilli. The butters 
are inspired by "the abundant and flavor-
ful lilikoʻi and chilli grown locally in Kaʻū. 
Both the sweet and spicy butters will en-

hance your favorite dishes," says the an-
nouncement. Included with each purchase 
are local recipes featuring the butters. 
Liliko'i Butter ingredients: handpicked 
fresh liliko'i, local farm eggs, sugar, but-
ter. Chilli Butter ingredients: homegrown 
Hawaiian chilli peppers, Hawaiian sea salt, 

butter.
Kaʻū Quality F.I.T. 

Powder is an all-natural 
fruit powder made from 
dehydrated fruits grown 
on the slopes of Mauna 
Loa. When mixed with 
water, "this delicious 
powder transforms into 
a revitalizing beverage 
full of vitamins," says 
the announcement. F.I.T 
powder may also be used 
as a fruit infusion to any 
recipe such as yogurt, 
oatmeal, or ice cream. In-
gredients: Guava, man-
go, orange and bananas 
all sourced from local 
farmers. Non-GMO with 
no added sweeteners nor 
preservatives. Each tube 
of powder contains 8 
servings (one-teaspoon 
per serving).

Lāʻau Aloha by 
Kamalanini offers pen-
dants, incorporating res-
in and hand-carved pol-
ished ʻōhiʻa and ʻaʻaliʻi 
wood, and other natural 

elements. Wood is sourced from fallen 
branches and tree limbs gathered after per-
forming hoʻokupu (ceremonial offering 
to ancestors). Designs are a tribute to the 
ʻōhiʻa lehua forests, which are succumbing 
to the Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death virus. Limited 
quantity of 40 pieces available.

Kaʻū Design Group features two cus-
tom-designed hats, hand-drawn and dyed 
by student artist/entrepreneurs. Designs are 
inspired by native flora of Kaʻū, "which ra-
diate characteristics of strength, resilience, 
and grounding," says the description. In use 
are handmade dyes from ʻaʻaliʻi and ʻuala 
plants. Papale ʻAʻaliʻi design celebrates 
the Dodonaea Viscosa, soapberry, plant 

Resin and hand-carved polished ʻōhiʻa and ʻaʻaliʻi 
wood are offered by Lāʻau Aloha by Kamalanini.

Entrepreneurship, pg. 7
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs
Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub Adds 3-D Printing, Calligraphy to Food & Study

Resilience Hub at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji has added on activities to include 
manufacturing with a 3D printer and calligraphy instruction. Student volunteer 
Gavin Glimba, who attends Grand Canyon College on the mainland, studies from 
here during the pandemic and is working the 3D printer and helping others use it. 
Kaʻū High student Shem Doi teaches calligraphy.

Johnette "Nettie" Llanes-Masters is the Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub social me-
dia outreach volunteer. Co-captains of the Hub are Michelle Galimba and Marcia 
Masters.

Open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, noon to 4 p.m., the Hub features drop-in 
WiFi, laptop access, and free meals for adults, teens and children. Education, busi-
ness and creative mentoring is available to all. 

Free food is provided through Hana Hou Restaurant and Kalaekilohana Inn.
Hub volunteers and participants must follow all county, state, and federal 

COVID-19 guidelines. Location is 95-5695 Hawaiʻi Belt Rd. Contact Michelle 
Galimba, 808-430-4927, for more.

Sponsors are Vibrant Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi Rise Foundation, County of Hawaiʻi 
through County Council member Maile David, the federal CARES Act, Nāʻālehu 
Hongwanji and ʻO Kaʻū Kākou.

of the Hawaiian nobility; 
30 available. Papale Uala 
(sweet potato) design pays 
homage to the famous peak 
Puʻu Enuhe, where sweet 
potato grew abundantly; 30 
available. The designs "tell 
the story of a Plant, a Place, 
and a People," says their in-
troductory video.

In January, said Aka-
mu, the students will again 
create plans for a second 
production run to hopefully sustain a booth 
at the ʻO Kaʻū Kākou market in February, 
March and April.

Purchases were made online through 
Nov. 30, with mail orders to be shipped by 
Dec. 4 and pick-up orders available at Kaʻū 
High School on Dec. 10. The products (ex-
cept butter) will be shipped to purchasers 
by Priority Mail for a flat rate fee of $8 or 
$15, depending if the items ship in a small 
or medium sized box. Arrangements can 

be made for 
pick-up or 
delivery be-
tween Ocean 
View and 
Pāhala for 
a flat $5 fee 
per delivery.

All pay-

ments must be made by personal check 
made out to "Kaʻū High School" with 
a note in the Memo line that reads: For 

Kaʻū residents get $5 off each bag of artisan-dried, sustainably 
caught ʻopelu from Kaʻū ʻOno Iʻa.

Entrepreneurship, 
from pg. 6

Hand-designed and dyed with local plants, Kaʻū 
Design Group offers two hat designs. 

Student Entrepreneur - Name of Product/
Company.

Hubs Reopen for Learning in Ocean 
View, Nāʻāehu, Pāhala & Volcano

Free WiFi access for students reopened 
in November, through Kaʻū High & Pāhala 
Elementary.

In Pāhala, access is limited to ten stu-
dents at a time at the school gym on week-
days from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Support is 
provided by Joshua Ortega.

In Nāʻālehu, access is limited to 12 stu-
dents at a time at Nāʻālehu Assembly of God 
on Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Support is provided by Carla Lind.

In Ocean View, access is limited to 
five students at a time at Ocean View Com-
munity Center on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Support is provided by Crystal Mandaquit. 
No restrooms available at this location.

Kaʻū Mobile Learning Hub at St. Jude's 
lower parking lot is available weekdays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Instruction and 
support are provided by Carla Lind, Arian-
rhod VanNewkirk, Heather Naboa, Marcia 
Masters, and Breeann Ebanez.

All students and staff must wear a mask 
at all times and follow all COVID-19 guide-
lines. Each student must bring their device, 
school materials, and a water bottle. Ques-
tions? See khpes.org or call 313-4100.

Gavin Galimba, who attends Grand Canyon College on 
the mainland, but studies at home during the pandemic, 
uses the new 3D printer at the Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub, 
open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, noon to 4 p.m. 

Photo from Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub Volunteer in the community is the message from Hawaiʻi Community Foundation: 
"You can make Hawaiʻi better with your time. Whether you help pull invasive species 
from the coastline, pick up rubbish from the beach, deliver food to seniors, or read to 
keiki, just a couple hours of your time make a huge difference in your community! If 
you've ever considered volunteering, now is the time your community needs it most." 

Connect with community partners and get resources on where to volunteer at 
hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/participate.

Volunteer in Community to Make Hawai‘i Better

Learn calligraphy from Kaʻū High School student 
volunteer Shem Doi at Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, noon to 4 p.m. 

Photo from Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub

Ako's Feeds 300, from pg. 1
In November, participating local food 

preparers included Shaka's, Da Bomb, and 
Kalaekilohana.

The couple is well known in Kaʻū for 
an outdoor church, kids camps, Sunday 
schools, and outreaches on holidays. Each 
Christmas season, they become Mr. and 
Mrs. Santa Claus, with gifts for the keiki. 
Before the pandemic, this meant riding 
in the Nāʻālehu Christmas parade and a 
photo opportunity sitting on Santa's lap at 
Nāʻālehu Community Center and schools, 
in addition to their church events.

Church services, food, shelter, com-
munity celebrations, and mentoring com-
prise the mission of the Ako's and their 
Hope Dia-mend Ministries, TLC. Their 
call is "To reach the unreachable, touch the 
untouchable, love the unloveable, believe 
the unbelievable and to win the lost at any 
cost!"

For help or to donate, call or text Ako 
at 808-937-6355, or call 808-920-8137. 
See them on Facebook and at hopedia-
mendministries.com. Their church is lo-
cated at 92-898 Ginger Blossom Lane in 
Ocean View. Outdoor services are 9:45 

a.m. on Sunday. Masks and 
distancing required.
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR
See Fresh Food on The Kaʻū Calendar 

directory for farms, ranches, 
takeout, and updates at 

www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
IN-PERSON EVENTS

Ocean View Drive-In's first "test run" show-
ing is Friday, Dec. 4 at sunset, showing 
The Nightmare Before Christmas. After 
that, movies will be shown each Friday 
and Saturday. Once the car park area is 
full, gates will be closed. Gates will also be 
closed once the movie starts. There will be 
refreshments on sale, such as Thai Grindz, 
popcorn, and candy. No entry fee will be 
charged, but donations will be accepted. 
For details, see the Ocean View Communi-
ty Market and Outdoor Theater Facebook 
pages. 

Volcano Garden Arts will celebrate Sec-
ond Saturday on Dec. 12 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., volcanogardenarts.com. Café Ono, 
cafeono.net, will be serving special plate 
lunches. Jewelry designer Suzie Cous-
ins will be showcasing her collections of 
wearable art and demonstrating some of 
her techniques. See shopVGA.net to pur-
chase products online. 

Visit a Volcano Artist Hui studio by appoint-
ment during the holiday season. See the 
story on Page 14. See VolcanoVillageArt-
istsHui.com or Instagram: @Volcano-
ArtHui for updates and individual artists' 
contact information.

Go to Christmas in the Country 21st An-
nual Wreath Exhibition through Thursday, 
Dec. 31 at Volcano Art Center Gallery in 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Walk 
the distanced paths through Volcano Art 
Gallery Wednesday through Sunday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Park entrance fees apply. 
See volcanoartcenter.org, call 967-8222. 
See story on Page 14.

Drive or stroll past the Christmas decorat-
ed cottages at Kīlauea Military Camp in 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park and vote 
for the Holiday Challenge Winner. The 
annual event is a friendly decorating com-
petition between KMC employees. It ends 
New Years Day.

Hike one of the many open trails, drive to 
the overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Na-
tional Park at Volcano and Kahuku units. 
See nps.gov/havo.

Take a Guided Nature Walk through Nature 
Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 9:30 
a.m. at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani Cam-
pus in Volcano Village. No reservations for 
five or fewer – limited to ten people. Free; 
donations appreciated. Email programs@
volcanoartcenter.org. Garden is open to 
walk through at one's own pace, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. weekdays. Free. volcanoartcenter.
org, 967-8222 

From Plant to Pigment with Puakea Forest-
er, Saturday, Dec. 5 at Volcano Art Center's 
Niʻaulani Campus. Register at volcanoart-
center.org or call 967-8222.

Big Island Giving Tree will give Christmas 
packages to the public, outdoors, at St. 
Jude's in Ocean View on Saturday, Dec. 12 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon. Available to those 
in need will be free clothing, linens, shoes, 
household items, cleaning products, and 
hygiene products.

Homestead Mushroom Cultivation work-
shop with Zach Mermel, Saturday, Dec. 
12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Volcano Art 
Center's Niʻaulani Campus. Register at 
volcanoartcenter.org or call 967-8222.

Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund Public Cleanup Sat-
urday, Dec. 19. Group size limited due to 
COVID-19 precautions and government 
proclamations. Contact Megan Lamson-
Leatherman at (808) 280-8124 or wild@
aloha.net.

Christmas Day Dinner and New Year's Day 
Brunch are offered at Kīlauea Military 
Camp. See page 14 for story.

KaiLoki's, at the old Mehe's location in 
Ocean View, offers live music 
and karaoke on a to-be-deter-
mined schedule, along with a 
locally-sourced menu and bar. 
See facebook.com/KaiLokis.

Free Lifetime Entry for Veter-
ans and Gold Star Families to 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes and other 
national parks. Details at rb.gy/
k3evh6.

BUY LOCAL GIFTS
ONLINE, IN-PERSON

Order Culinary and Craft Gifts 
Made By Kaʻū High Entrepre-
neurs by email through Friday, 
Dec. 11. See the story on page 
1. Email questions and orders to 
aina.akamu@k12.hi.us.

Purchase The Volcano School of 
Arts & Sciences Fundraising 
calendars, t-shirts, and sweat-
shirts. See story on Page 15.

Volcano Art Center online, in 
person. Shop at Niʻaulani Cam-
pus in Volcano Village, Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Gallery in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park, open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Virtual 
Shopping Appointments offered via Skype 
or FaceTime. Book at volcanoartcenter.
org/shop for $5. Shop online gallery 24/7. 
Orders shipped or free local pickup avail-
able. See the VAC Virtual Classroom, 
which features over 90 videos. volcanoart-
center.org/events, 967-8222 

Kaʻū Coffee Mill & Visitor Center. Buy 
online at kaucoffeemill.com and in person 
at 96-2694 Wood Valley Road, Tuesday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 pm.

Punaluʻu Bake Shop online at bakeshopha-
waii.com and in person 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
seven days a week.

Aliʻi  Hawaiian Hula Hands Coffee. Order 
by calling 928-0608 or emailing alihhhcof-
fee@yahoo.com

Aikane Coffee Plantation. Order on-
line at aikaneplantationcoffee.com. Call 
808-927-2252

Miranda's Farms Coffee. Order online at 
mirandasfarms.com or, in person at 73-
7136 Mamalahoa Hwy, Naalehu.

Kuahiwi Ranch Store, in person. Shop 
weekdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 11 
am to 3 p.m. at 95-5520 Hwy 11. Lo-
cally processed grass fed beef, live meat 
chickens, and feed for cattle, goats, sheep, 
chickens, horses, dogs, and pigs. Call 929-

7333 of 938-1625, email kaohi@kuahiwi-
ranch.com. 

Kaʻū Art Gallery, in person in Nāʻālehu, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The Gallery is in the process of 
showcasing everything in the gallery on-
line at kauartgallery.com. If interested in 
purchasing, contact Kaʻu Art Gallery at 
kauartgallery@hawaiiantel.biz.

Stay Home, Cook Rice – A Pandemic Limit-
ed Edition cookbook by Hawaiian Electric 
employees and retirees, and their families 
and friends costs $14 and includes more 
than 160 recipes. Benefits Hawaiʻi Island's 
United Way chapter partners, which in-

cludes Boys & Girls Club Big Island. Find 
order form at hawaiianelectric.com/unit-
edwaycookbook, call 543-4601 on week-
days from 8 a.m to 3 p.m., or email karen.
garcia@hawaiianelectric.com. Cookbooks 
can only be mailed within the U.S. at 
USPS Priority Mail rate. Delays may be 
due to the pandemic. 

CHURCH SERVICES
Attend Sunday Drive-In Worship Service 
at Waiʻōhinu's Kauahaʻao Congregational 
Church. Parking on the lawn begins at 
10 a.m., with Worship Service starting at 
10:10 a.m. Face coverings required when 
usher comes to vehicle to pass out wor-
ship bulletin and other materials, and at 
the same time, collect any offering or gifts 
the individual(s) would like to give, or 
when leaving vehicles for the restroom. 
Church provides paper fans to stay cool. 
Bring water. Catch the live-streamed ser-
vice at 10:10 a.m. and Praise Jam, which 
runs from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Service 
is emailed Sunday afternoon to anyone 
on the email list. Sign up by emailing at-
dwongyuen.kauahaaochurch@gmail.com 
or call 928-8039 or 937-2155.

St. Jude's Episcopal Church services and 
worship are posted online at StJudesHa-
waii.org. Join the Aloha Hour via Zoom at 
11 a.m. on Sundays, at rb.gy/3jfbzd, Meet-

ing ID: 684 344 9828, Password: Aloha. 
Weekly hot meals, hot showers, the com-
puter lab, and in-person services and bible 
studies are suspended. Check the webpage 
for Christmas services.

Hope DIA-mend Ministries holds outdoor 
services Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 92-898 
Ginger Blossom Lane in Ocean View. 
Masks and distancing required. For help 
and/or to donate, call or text Pam and 
Lance Ako at 808-937-6355, or call the 
Ministry at 808-920-8137. See them on 
Facebook and at hopedia-mendministries.
com. See outreach story on Page 1.

SIGN UP SOON
Register for 2021 Sanctuary 
Ocean Count starting Tuesday, 
Dec. 15. The annual count is held 
the last Saturday of three months: 
Jan. 30, Feb. 27, and March 27, 
from 8 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. The 
Ocean Count promotes pub-
lic awareness about humpback 
whales, the sanctuary, and shore-
based whale watching opportu-
nities in the Hawaiian Islands. 
Contact Cindy Among-Serrao, 
cindy.among-serrao@noaa.gov. 
Register at oceancount.org.
Nominate Businesses that Pro-
vide Excellent COVID-19 
Safety Precautions for a Gold 
Star. Submit nominations to 
County of Hawaiʻi Department 
of Research and Development at 
rb.gy/fsrkwg. Find help for small 
businesses at rb.gy/sxzjt0.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
Volcano Farmers Market, Coo-
per Center, Volcano Village 
on Sundays. 6 a.m. to 10 a.m., 
with much local produce, baked 
goods, food to go, island beef 
and Kaʻū Coffee. Cooper Cen-

ter's EBT Machine, used at the Farmer's 
Market, is out of service until further no-
tice. EBT is used for Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, formerly Food 
Stamps. Call 808-967-7800.

Ocean View Community Market, open 
Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m., on the corner of Kona Drive and 
Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located. 
Managed by Mark Council. Masks man-
datory. 100-person limit, social distanc-
ing required. Gate unlocked for vendors 
at 5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations 
needed. Parking in upper lot only. Vendors 
must provide own sanitizer. Food vendor 
permits required. Carpooling encouraged.

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Market, in Nāʻālehu, open 
Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. 
to noon. Limit of 50 customers, 25 vendor 
booths, with 30 feet of space between ven-
dors. Masks and hand sanitizing required, 
social distancing enforced. Contact Sue 
Barnett, OKK Market Manager, at 808-
345-9374 (voice or text) or kaufarmer@
aol.com for more and to apply to vend. 
facebook.com/OKauKakouMarket

Ocean View Swap Meet open at Ocean 
View makai shopping center, near Mālama 
Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up 

Houvener Santa Provides Feast for the Eyes
Kaida Houvener, who manages South Point U-Cart, was Santa at Kahu-
ku County Park last Christmas season. While Santa has to stay distanced 
from children and adults this year, Houvener welcomes folks to drive past 
his famed Christmas season presentation at his home in mauka Ocean 
View at the corner of Lehua and Palm. His display, in its 15th year, keeps 
growing. Read more on Page 11.                                 Photo by Annie Bosted
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time is 5 a.m. Masks required.

HELP FOR HEALTH
& COVID TESTING

Kaʻū Hospital offers COVID testing referral 
from the ER, a physician or a Kaʻū Clinic 
health provider.

Free Drive-Thru COVID Testing, every 
Saturday at Kea‘au High School in Puna, 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. No co-pay, no insurance 
necessary, but bring insurance card if have. 
People do not have to have symptoms in 
order to be tested. Social distancing must 
be observed and face coverings must be 
worn at all times. For more, call Civil De-
fense at 935-0031.

Get help to sign up for Med-Quest Health 
Insurance through Dec. 15. Contact Ka-
lanihale nonprofit's Kaʻimi Kaupilo, of 
Miloliʻi at 808-937-1310 and Donna 
Kekoa, of Pāhala, at 808-769-1334. The 
state's MedQuest provides eligible low-in-
come adults and children access to health 
and medical coverage through managed 
care plans. See story on Page 13.

Micronesian-Language COVID-19 
Helpline is supported by We Are Ocea-
nia, weareoceania.org, to help with 
identifying COVID-19 symptoms, test-
ing, quarantine, health insurance, hous-
ing, unemployment. Call (808) 913-
1364. Watch the video at facebook.com/
watch/?v=989579144844697.

Anyone Feeling Depressed or Anxious, or 
who needs someone to talk to, can call 
Department of Health's expanded Hawai‘i 
C.A.R.E.S. program at 1-800-753-6879 – 
the same number previously used by Crisis 
Line of Hawai‘i. Individuals in crisis can 
also text ALOHA to 741741, available 
24/7.

Learn How to Practice Self-Care through 
Big Island Substance Abuse Council's 
Practice Self-Care Series. For additional 
series that feature refreshing wellness tips, 
follow the Behavioral Health & Homeless-
ness Statewide Unified Response Group at 

Health and Fitness Website for Kūpuna, 
808b-fit.com, contains videos for kūpuna 
to play and move along with. There are 
videos for stretching, tai chi, yoga, danc-
ing, dance fitness, bon dance, hula, chair 
dancing, and chair yoga.

Yoga with Emily Catey Weiss, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani Campus 
in Volcano Village. Advanced 
registration required; $5 per 
class. volcanoartcenter.org/ 
events, 967-8222.

Choose Aloha for Home is 
available to families, to pro-
vide a healthy way to grow to-
gether using neuroscience and 
positive psychology. Program 
uses a series of self-guided 
videos, activities, and "dinner 
table discussion topics." Sign 
up at chooselovemovement.
org/choose-love-home.

FOOD RELIEF
Pick up food weekdays in the 
parking lot of ACE Hardware 
in Ocean View from Hope 
DIA-mend Ministries TLC at 
4:45 p.m. About 300 meals 
available each day, coordinat-
ed by pastors Pam and Lance 
Ako. See story on Page 1.

Bulk School Meal Service for 
those 18 and under will be held 
at Volcano and Pāhala on alter-
nating weeks. Friday, Dec. 4, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., pick up food 
at Kaʻū District Gym. Friday, Dec. 11, pick 
up food at The Volcano School of Arts & 
Sciences Keakealani Campus located at 
19-4024 Haunani Road in Volcano. No ser-
vice on Friday, Dec. 25. Food items include 
eggs, cereal, dry pasta, rice, beans, torti-
llas, milk, and canned vegetables and fruit. 
Each distribution provides enough food 
for every person 18 years and under to eat 
breakfast and lunch. No income require-

ments. Youth 
do not need to 
be present to re-
ceive bags but 
be prepared to 
give their names 
and birthdates. 
See volcanos-
chool.net or call 
808-985-9901.

Emergency Boxes 
Available at Coo-
per Center Tues-
day through Sat-
urday 8 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. Call 
ahead, 967-7800. 

Vibrant Hawaiʻi 
Food Distribu-
tion in Pāhala 
takes local food 
packages to 
homes in Pāhala. 
See story on 
Page 1.

o1o2hy. For keiki grades 1-6. Contact 
Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island Ad-
ministrative Office, Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at (808) 961-5536 or 
email mobiletutoring@bgcbi.org or info@
bgcbi.org.

ʻOhana Help Desk offers online How-To 
Guides for Chromebooks and iPads at sites.
google.com/k12.hi.us/ohana-help-desk-

portal/home/device-support?authuser=0. 
ʻOhana Help Desk also available by phone, 
weekdays, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sundays from 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Invite Park Rangers to Virtually Visit Class-
es, through connecting with teachers and 
home-schoolers with distance learning 
programs and virtual huakaʻi (field trips). 
Contact havo_education@nps.gov.

Weekly Virtual Town Meetings, hosted by 
Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary, Wednes-
days at 5:30 p.m. Discussion topics include 
attendance, best practices, Grab-n-Go 
meals, school updates, questions and feed-
back, and more. Go to KHPES.org for Live 
WebEx link.

Pāhala and Nāʻālehu Public Libraries, open 
for WiFi, pick-up, and other services. 
Nāʻālehu open Monday and Wednesday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pāhala open Tuesday, noon to 7 p.m., 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., limited entry 
into library with Wiki Visits. Schedule a 
Library Take Out time at picktime.com/
hspls. Open for library card account help 
and reference assistance from the front 
door. WiFi available to anyone with a li-
brary card, from each library parking lot. 
librarieshawaii.org

Free Book Exchanges, at laundromats in 
Ocean View and Nāʻālehu, provided by 
Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries. Open to 
all. Keep the books, pass them on to other 
readers, or return them. Selection of books 
replenished weekly at both sites.

Free Job Training for workers displaced 
by COVID-19 offers on-the-job training 
through Dec. 15, with wages starting at 
$13 to $15 an hour, health care benefits, 
and mentoring. Two different tracks in 
innovation or conservation sectors. See 
dbedt.hawaii.gov/blog/20-21 and edaha-
waii.org/participants.

Read Report on Public Input about Disaster 
Recovery from damage during the 2018 
Kīlauea eruption. View the Civic Engage-
ment and Comment Analysis Report at 
rb.gy/awu65k. 

Watch Hawaiʻi's 28th Annual Filipino Fies-
ta and 8th Flores de Mayo virtual celebra-

tion at rb.gy/b53jgn.
Learn About Hawaiʻi's His-
tory & Culture through Papak-
ilo Database, papakilodatabase.
com.
Virtual Workshops on Hawaiʻi's 
Legislative Processes through 
Public Access Room. Sign up 
by contacting (808) 587-0478 
or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. 
Ask questions and discuss all 
things legislative in a non-par-
tisan environment. Attend Cof-
fee Hour with PAR: Fridays at 
3 p.m. on Zoom, meeting ID 
990 4865 9652 or click zoom.
us/j/99048659652. PAR staff 
will be available to answer 
questions and to discuss the 
legislative process. Anyone 
wanting to listen in without tak-
ing part in discussions is wel-
come. Learn more at lrb.hawaii.
gov/public-access-room.

ECONOMIC RELIEF
Apply for The Volcano School 
of Arts & Sciences COVID-19 
Family Relief Funds. Funded 

by Volcano Community Association, and 
members of the VSAS Friends and Gov-
erning Boards, who have donated, the fund 
supplies KTA or Dimple Cheek Gift Cards, 
or gift cards to other locally owned busi-
ness, to VSAS families in need. Contact 
Kim Miller at 985-8537, kmiller@volca-
noschool.net. Contributions to the fund can 
be sent in by check to: VSAS, PO Box 845, 
Volcano, HI 96785 – write Relief Fund in 
the memo. See volcanoschool.net.

Marketing Assistance, for small businesses 
affected by COVID-19, from University of 
Hawaiʻi-Hilo faculty and the senior class 
at bit.ly/2YvFxsl. 

Farmers can apply for SNAP at Markets 
Grant through Sunday, Dec. 20. Launched 
by Hawaiʻi Farmers Market Association, 
the program will work through implemen-
tation and promotion of the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly 
Food Stamps. Visit the program website, 
rb.gy/nem1ec, for more information and 
to apply.

Coffee Farmers and Producers of Other Ag-
ricultural Products encouraged to apply to 
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
through Dec. 11. See funding updates and 
resources for coffee growers, hawaiicof-
feeassoc.org. See complete list of eligible 
commodities, payment rates, and calcula-
tions at farmers.gov/cfap.

Homeowners, Apply for Affordable Rental 
Housing Tax Reduction through Dec. 31. 
Application, requirements and benefits are 

The Nāʻālehu evening Christmas Parade, its inaugural year in 2019, is 
delayed until 2021. It featured Lance Ako as Santa, and floats, walkers, 
decorated tractors, trucks and first responder vehicles.

Photo by Julia Neal

Nāʻālehu Evening Christmas Parade Paused

Free food for keiki offered at Resilience 
Hub, Nāʻālehu Hongwanji on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, noon to 4 p.m.. 
The Hub also features drop-in WiFi and 
laptop access. See story on Page 7.

EDUCATION
Virtual presentation, Sea Turtles in Hawaiʻi, 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. See 
story on page 12. 

Free WiFi Access for Students is available 
in Pāhala, Nāʻālehu, and Ocean View 
through Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary. 
Read details on Page 7. Questions? See 
khpes.org or call 313-4100.

Resilience Hub at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji, 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday, noon to 4 
p.m. Drop-in wifi and laptop access, free 
meals for participating keiki. Follows 
all county, state, and federal COVID-19 
guidelines. Contact Michelle Galimba, 
808-430-4927. See story on Page 7.

Register for Boys & Girls Club Mobile 
Outreach and Tutoring Programs at rb.gy/

facebook.com/bhhsurg.
Sign Up for Two Women's Health Programs 
from Kaʻū Women's Collective. Piko fo-
cuses on reproductive health; increasing 
access, respect, cultural competence, edu-
cation, and choice. Pilina aims to grow 
membership and establish a culture of 
collaborative decision-making. Meeting 
held Sunday, Dec. 13 at 2 p.m. Follow 
@kau_womens_health_collective. Con-
tact rootsmedieshawaii@gmail.com. Call 
808-450-0498.

Resources for LGBTQ+, Loved Ones, and 
Allies at Sexual and Gender Minority on-
line resource hub at health.hawaii.gov/
camhd/lgbtq-safe-spaces.

Talk Story on Nā Leo TV series aims to help 
deliver accurate and current information to 
Hawaiʻi Island residents. Airs live Thurs-
days at 10 a.m. on Spectrum Channel 53, 
online at naleo.tv/channel-53, streaming 
on Nā Leo's free mobile app, and on-de-
mand at naleo.tv/covid19.

Eddie Andrade and family, who hosted Pāhala Christmas Parade for more 
than 40 years, are standing by for 2021. The county issued no parade per-
mits in 2020 during the pandemic. Pāhala Christmas parade traditionally 
weaves through the village with Andrade as Santa, throwing candy, above in 
2019, and winding up at Pāhala Catholic Church. The parade is cosponsored 
by Edmund C. Olson.                                                           Photo by Julia Neal

Santa Stands By in Pāhala
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NU PEPA NA‘ALEHU
Kaʻu Art Gallery Hosts Holiday Sale, Reopens to In-Person Sales

First annual Kaʻu Art Gallery and Gift 
Shop Holiday Arts & Crafts Sale was held 
Saturday, Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
Gallery ʻohana held the event outdoors on 

the property surrounding the gallery to en-
able six feet social distancing between each 
vendor. The gallery and gift shop opened its 
doors for the first time since businesses first 

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou honored 97-year-old veteran 
Iwao Yonemitsu on Veterans Day for his Go for 
Broke contribution to the community and the 
U.S. military, as a soldier of Japanese ancestry 
with service during World War II in the 442nd.

The 442nd is the famed army unit of Japa-
nese American soldiers who served in Europe 
and helped reduce the stigma against Americans 
of Japanese ancestry.

Go for Broke Still the Aim 
for 97-year-old Yonemitsu

Iwao Yonemitsu, 97 years young, on Veterans 
Day 2020.                                                OKK photo

Waiʻōhinu side of the First Annual Kaʻu Art Gallery Holiday Arts & Crafts Sale. 
Photo from Kaʻu Art Gallery

shut down as a result of COVID-19.
The seven other vendors are residents 

from the Kaʻū and Volcano communities. 
Vendors provided various forms of arts and 
crafts such as handsewn aprons and lamp-
shades, homemade snacks, Christmas crafts 
and ornaments, homemade jellies, fine art 
reproductions, cork wallets, jewelry, as well 
as handmade wreaths and healing salves. 

One vendor, Jamie Kaluaʻu, partici-
pated in order to raise funds for her son Jo-
nah to play football in Australia in Summer 
2021.

Event attendees included island resi-
dents and visitors.

ronment for all to participate in by wearing 
their masks, sanitizing their hands or using 
gloves, and practicing social distancing 
when appropriate. It was a great success 
and we hope to continue it next year. We're 
grateful for the opportunity to serve our 
community and bring abundance to Kaʻū."

The Kaʻu Art Gallery is open in 
Nāʻālehu on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Gallery is in the 
process of showcasing everything in the 
gallery online at kauartgallery.com. If inter-
ested in purchasing, contact Kaʻu Art Gal-
lery at kauartgallery@hawaiiantel.biz.

Kaʻu Art Gallery's Alexandra 
Kaupu told The Kaʻū Calendar, "Ev-
eryone helped to keep this a safe envi-

at hawaiipropertytax.com/misc.html or 
call the county Real Property Tax office at 
961-8201 or 323-4880.

Apply for Utility Assistance, to pay for elec-
tricity, non-government water, or gas. Ap-
plicants must be a Hawaiʻi Island resident, 
at least 18 years old, lost income or work 
hours due to COVID-19, and not previ-
ously received assistance from other CO-
VID-19 federal or state-funded programs. 
Funded by CARES Act and distributed by 
Hawaiʻi County Economic Opportunity 
Council, required documents for applica-
tion are government-issued identification, 
income verification documents for all 
household members, utility statement with 
address of services, lease/rental agreement 
or mortgage document, and proof of hard-
ship. Hardship may include, but not limited 
to, pay stubs documenting pre-COVID-19 
income, unemployment approval letter, or 
layoff letter. Apply at HCEOC.net or call 
808-961-2681.

Apply for Expanded Hawaiʻi County Rent 
and Mortgage Assistance Program. Con-
tact RMAP partners: Hawaiian Commu-
nity Assets/Hawaiʻi Community Lending, 
HawaiianCommunity.net, 808-934-0801; 
HOPE Services Hawaiʻi, hopeservicesha-
waii.org/rmap, 808-935- 3050; Hawai‘i 
First Federal Credit Union, hawaiifirstfcu.
com/pathways, 808-933- 6600; Neighbor-
hood Place of Puna, neighborhoodplaceof-
puna.org/coronavirus-rent-mortgage-re-
lief, 808-965-5550; Hawai‘i Island Home 
for Recovery, hihrecovery.org/RMAP, 
808-640-4443 or 808- 934-7852; Habitat 
for Humanity Hawai‘i Island, habitatha-
waiiisland.org/rmap.html, 808-450-2118.

Apply for Holomua Hawaiʻi Relief Grants 
for small businesses and nonprofits, up to 

$10,000, support core operations, safe on-
going and reopening costs, personal pro-
tective equipment, and training and tech-
nical assistance. The business or nonprofit 
must employ 50 people or fewer. See the 
program website. 

Small Business Relief Grant applications 
open through Wednesday, Dec. 2. Local 
Initiatives Support Corporation's grant 
program will accept applications from eli-
gible businesses in rural areas for awards 
up to $20,000. More at rb.gy/cxje2q.

Receive Help Over the Phone with Critical 
Financial Issues, through Cities for Finan-
cial Empowerment Fund Financial Navi-
gators from County of Hawaiʻi, in part-
nership with Hawaiʻi First Federal Credit 
Union. Complete webform at hawaiifirst-
fcu.com/community-resource-center or 
call 808-933-6600. Contact Sharon Hirota 
at 808-961-8019 with questions.

Apply or Donate to Full Calabash Fund to 
support vulnerable Hawaiʻi families and 
food producers impacted by the pandem-
ic through Dec. 31 by contacting Nicole 
Milne, The Kohala Center's vice president 
of food and agriculture initiatives, at (808) 
987-9210 or nmilne@kohalacenter.org. 
Nonprofit organizations and meal prepara-
tion services can apply for grants through 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 5 p.m. online at koha.la/
calabash or by calling 808-887-6411.

AGRICULTURE
Contact AskUSDA at (833) ONE-USDA 
with representatives available 4 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. weekdays. The website, ask. 
usda.gov is available 24/7 and includes 
live chat agents available 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on weekdays. Inquiries can also be sent via 
email at any time to askusda@usda.gov.

Women Farmers can Register with Hawaiʻi 
Women Farmers Directory, a statewide 

online directory of women-operated 
farms, ranches, and agribusinesses. 
Visit the program website to register, 
rb.gy/87fn9d.

Coffee Growers are urged to take a sur-
vey on how the pandemic is affecting 
them by Hawaiʻi Coffee Association. 
Take the survey here: surveymonkey.
com/r/638VWS6.

Program to Sell Produce and Meats on 
Hawaiʻi Island from commercial farm-
ers and livestock producers on Hawai‘i 
Island for distribution to families in 
need. Learn more at rb.gy/exzuk1. 

Native Hawaiian Farmers and Ranch-
ers urged to use U.S. Dept. of Ag 
On-Farm Market Directory. Visit 
the program website, ams.usda.gov/
local-food-directories/onfarm.

Read About Seed Biodiversity for 
Hawaiʻi's Local Food System in It all 
Begin and Ends with Seed, where Edu-
cation by Outreach Coordinator Nancy 
Redfeather shares her insights. Read 
the blog at rb.gy/ijai3y.

Find Grants and Loans Offered to Farm-
ers and Ranchers, at oahuaca.org. The 
website has a new search feature. Find 
Rangeland Management Resources at 
globalrangelands.org/state/hawaii.

Events, from pg. 9

Events, pg. 13
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KAHUKU TO MiLOLi‘i
Santa to Give Gifts by Pulley at Huge Christmas Display

The lights are on for the famous Christ-
mas display on the corner of Lehua and Palm 
in upper Ocean View. The nightly show leads 
up to Dec. 23 and 24, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
when Santa will use a pulley system to hand 
out candy and a gift to each visiting keiki.

For the past 15 years, the Houvener's 
family yard has become a magnet for fami-
lies throughout Kaʻū. This is the go-to des-
tination for an extravaganza of Christmas 
lights and decorations of all shapes, sizes, 
colors , and themes. Some keiki are under-
standably convinced that Santa lives on this 
renowned corner.

The display is on from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
each evening before Christmas, unless it is 
raining. Due to COVID protocols, keiki will 
not be able to be photographed in a sleigh 
with Santa, as they were last year. Social 
distancing among visitors is very much 
encouraged.

Regular visitors to this seasonal attrac-
tion will find, as usual, many new additions 
among the old favorites. Kaida Houvener, 
whose day time job is managing South Point 
U-Cart, is the brains, brawn, sweat, and in-
spiration behind the annual wonderland. 

This year, he built a three-story magic 
castle – an impressive home for 14 beautiful-
ly crafted Disney princesses. New cutouts, 
inspired by TV shows and the classics, can 
be seen his year. Tom and Jerry face the road; 
a six-foot Shrek with Fiona and Donkey are 
on the roof; Wreck-It Ralph and Vanellope 
can be seen, as well as Lilo and Stitch.

Houvener and his wife Michelle made 
the new cutouts as well as the old ones.

These new cutouts blend into a vast ar-
ray of figures, some of which are blow-ups, 
some statuettes, which Houvener has ac-
quired over the past 15 years. He estimates 
that the count of Christmas lights is up to 

Sierra Rose Houvener and her dad Kaida Houvener join Santa under his beach umbrella. For 15 years, 
this team works from Halloween to Thanksgiving to assemble a yard-full of Christmas lights, blowups, 
cutouts, buildings - a plethora of creative ideas to celebrate the festive season.       Photo by Annie Bosted

Ocean View Drive-In Opens Dec. 4 for Weekly Entertainment
Ocean View's new Drive-In will open 

on Friday, Dec. 4 with its first show, The 
Nightmare Before Christmas. While resi-
dents will enjoy the novel experience seeing 
a movie from their cars, for the man behind 
the town's newest entertainment venue, the 
show will be a learning experience. 

David Joslin, best known as the pur-
veyor of Thai food from he and wife Nat-
krita's Thai Grindz food truck, is hoping that 
the evening will go without a hitch, but in 
case improvements are needed, he will be 
there to observe and hopefully solve poten-
tial problems.

Joslin told The Kaʻū Calendar, "I start-
ed this project with the idea of showing films 
for keikis, but it seems more adults want to 
come than kids. I will spend the opening 
night figuring out what I need to do."

Joslin was the moving force behind 
building the giant screen at the site of Sat-

urday's weekly community market on the 
corner of Kona and Highway 11 in Ocean 
View. A number of community members 
pitched in with materials, donations and ex-
pert assistance.

The movie will be screened from a pro-
jector mounted on a pole, and the sound will 
be transmitted to each FM car radio, so each 
member of the audience can control their 
audio

level. There will be no fee, but dona-
tions will be accepted.

Refreshments will be sold by Thai 
Grindz food truck, as well as by vendors of 
popcorn,

candy and any other certified vendors 
that are willing to join the effort. Joslin 
hopes a vendor will step up to provide cof-
fee. The gates will be closed either after the 
car park is full or after the show begins at 
sunset, whichever comes first.

After Friday's show, movies will be 
shown each Friday and Saturday indefinite-
ly. For details, see the Ocean View Commu-
nity Market and Outdoor Theater Facebook 
page.

Ocean View Community Market is 
open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Managed by Mark Cocucci, masks 
and distancing are mandatory. Market has a 
100-person limit. Gate unlocked for vendors 
at 5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations 
needed. Parking in upper lot only. Vendors 
must provide own sanitizer. Food vendor 
permits required. Carpooling encouraged.

David Joslin puts the finishing touches to his gi-
ant movie screen on which The Nightmare Before 
Christmas will be projected this Friday. 

Photo by Annie Bosted
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ENERGY, sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U

Geothermal Power Goes Back Online
Puna Geothermal Venture is again sup-

plying electricity to the Hawaiʻi Island grid. 
PGV shut down in May 2018 during the 
latest Kīlauea eruption, when lava covered 
some of its facility. Delivery of electricity 
from the geothermal facility began Nov. 5. 
Before the eruption, the plant produced 38 
megawatts, representing about 15 percent of 
the island's firm generation capacity.

With PGV back online, Hawaiian Elec-
tric can further reduce the use of fossil fu-
els to generate electricity. Before shutting 
down, PGV helped Hawaiʻi Island achieve 
the state's highest renewable energy per-

centage, close to 60 percent. Without PGV 
in service, the island's renewable percent-
age in 2019 was 35 percent. The return of 
PGV increases Hawaiian Electric's stability, 
ensuring there is electricity available for pe-
riods of high demand when other generators 
are out of service for maintenance. The cost 
of repairs was paid by PGV's owner, Ormat 
Technologies, Inc., and its insurers, not util-
ity customers.

PGV's return to service will have little 
immediate impact on electric bills since 
oil prices have fallen significantly since its 
shutdown. 

Register for Sanctuary Humpback Whale Count Starting Dec. 15, Advisory Council Seats by Jan. 14
Register for the Sanctuary Ocean Count 

starting Tuesday, Dec. 15 at oceancount.org.
The outreach and citizen science proj-

ect offers the community – locals and visi-
tors alike – a chance to monitor humpback 
whales from the shores of Kaʻū, all of 
Hawaiʻi Island, Oʻahu, and Kauaʻi.

The count is held the last Saturday of 
January, February, and March, yearly. The 
2021 dates are Jan. 30, Feb. 27, and March 
27, from 8 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. The Ocean 
Count promotes public awareness about 
humpback whales, the sanctuary, and shore-
based whale watching opportunities in the 
Hawaiian Islands. The Great Whale Count 
takes place on the same dates on Maui, led 

humpbackwhale.noaa.gov.
The Sanctuary is seeking advisory 

council members. Applications are due by 
Thursday, Jan. 14. Five primary and 11 al-
ternate seats are open. Terms last three years. 

The council ensures public participation 
in sanctuary matters and provides advice to 
sanctuary management. Candidates are se-

Waiea Forest Above Hoʻokena Proposed for Natural Area
The forest above Hoʻokena Beach 

could receive more careful management, 
with public support. The state Department 
of Land & Natural Resources proposes 

adding the 1,260-acre parcel in Waiea to 
the Hawaiʻi Natural Area Reserve Sys-
tem to be managed by its Division of For-
estry & Wildlife. The proposed reserve 
is on state land, approximately 1.5 miles 
above Highway 11 and the intersection of 
Hoʻokena Beach Road. The forest is home 
to endangered birds, including ʻiʻiwi, or-
ange ʻakepa, ʻakiapōlāʻau and ʻalawī.

DLNR held a zoom meeting on Nov. 
30, for public input. Mail testimony to 
Emma Yuen, Division of Forestry & Wild-
life, 1151 Punchbowl St., Room 325, Ho-
nolulu, HI 96813. Email to Emma.Yuen@
hawaii.gov through Dec. 4.

The proposal would create a protective 
canopy with nearby forested lands. Log-
ging and development would be prohibited 
at the Waiea preserve. It could eventually 
be opened for public hiking, education and 
research. According to DLNR, steward-

ship of the forest would also help protect 
and improve the watershed and drinking 
water for area residents in South Kona.

A statement from Division of Forestry 
says, "Waiea is home to birds, insects, and 
plants that are rare, and not found any-
where else in the world. The Natural Area 
Reserve system seeks to keep these forests 
as intact as possible, to preserve plants 
and wildlife that evolved over millennia to 
become unique to the islands. Protection 
of these species perpetuates the cultural 
practices that evolved with these ancient 
landscapes. These native Hawaiian forests 
absorb rain, providing life-giving water, 
while reducing erosion into the beaches 
and reefs below." 

Stewardship would likely include re-
moval of feral cattle and implementation 
of practices to protect the native forest and 
native species.

The endangered ʻAkiapōlāʻau, the Hawaiian 
woodpecker, is one of many rare species in the 
Waiea Forest.                              Photo from DLNR

Feral cattle would be removed from the Waiea 
Forest to preserve the watershed, reduce erosion,  
and protect native species.         Photo from DLNR

lected based on their expertise and experi-
ence, community and professional affilia-
tions, and views regarding protection and 
management of marine resources.

To receive an application kit, email 
Cindy.Among-Serrao@noaa.gov or visit 
hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov/manage-
ment/advisory/recruitment.html.

by the Pacific Whale Foundation.
The Sanctuary Ocean Count is highly 

dependent on and successful due to enthusi-
astic and dedicated volunteers who monitor 
for humpbacks and document their surface 
behavior, while noting other ocean species. 
Most participants are residents but volun-
teers come from all over.

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary, administered by 
NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanc-
tuaries and the State of Hawaiʻi Division 
of Aquatic Resources, protects humpback 
whales and their habitat in Hawaiian waters 
where they migrate each winter to mate, 
calve and nurse their young. See hawaii-
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Enroll in Med-Quest Health Insurance Until Dec. 15
Sign up for Med-Quest Health Insur-

ance via nonprofit organizations through 
Tuesday, Dec. 15. Local contacts through 
the community organization Kalanihale in-
clude Kaʻimi Kaupilo, of Miloliʻi, who can 
be reached at 808-937-1310 and Donna 
Kekoa, of Pāhala, at 808-769-1334.

The state's Med-Quest provides eligi-
ble low-income adults and children access 

to health and medical coverage through 
managed care plans. 

Island of Hawaiʻi YMCA helps 
through Shon Araujo at 808-854-0152 
and Carrie Fernandez at 808-854-0256. 
West Hawaiʻi Community Center assists 
through Beonka Snyder at 808-327-0803, 
Tina Evans at 808-640-8587, Charles Kel-
en at 808-491-9761, and Walter Lanw at 

808-785-8201. Hawaiʻi Island HIV/AIDS 
Foundation helps through Rachelle Ha-
nohano at 808-896-5051, Paul Thome at 
858-876-5154, Melani Matsumoto at 808-
854-1877, and Jennifer Reno-Medeiros at 
808-333-6443.

Kokua Services helps with virtual ap-
pointments through the Certified Assisters.

Mobile COVID-Testing Unit Will Deploy Islandwide in December
A mobile COVID-testing unit was 

launched by Hawaiʻi County in Novem-
ber. The county and its private partner, 
Premier Medical Group, conducted a 
COVID-19 testing session at the County 
Building the day before Thanksgiving as 
part of the launch of its Mobile Testing 
Unit. 

When the Mobile Unit becomes fully 
deployed with its three vans in early De-
cember, testing teams will be able to rap-
idly go into vulnerable communities or re-
mote populations. They will be integrated 
into the already-established County drive-
through testing sites around the Island as 
well. 

Along with the advent of the Mobile 
Unit, Clinical Labs is now able to process 
tests on-island, thanks to a newly-arrived 
Panther Analyzer system that can process 
up to 1,000 tests in a day, with next-day 

results.
The Mobile Unit tested dozens of 

County workers at 25 Aupuni Street dur-
ing a two-hour session. Mayor Harry Kim 
lined up for his turn to get tested.

Kim said, "This Mobile Testing is an 
expansion of the County's testing program, 
because it adds another resource to the 
community. The Mobile Testing enables 
us to expand testing as needed, and gives 
us great flexibility in doing it." He noted 
that Hawai‘i County leads the state in cov-
erage of people tested, with more than 22 
percent of the Island's population tested as 
of press time.

The County conducts a comprehen-
sive testing program comprised of District 
Testing – large scale drive-through testing, 
open to the public on a scheduled basis; 
Targeted Testing – testing in an area of 
concern, but open to the public; and Spot 
Testing – testing in an area identified as of 
specific concern. This testing focuses on 
the population in the area of concern, and 
is not open to the public. For further in-
formation, call Civil Defense at 935-0031. 

Mayor Harry Kim was tested by staff of one of 
the new Mobile COVID Testing Vans. 

Photo from the County

Events, from pg. 10
Begin Learning Basics of Organic Farming, 
via free modules at canvas.instructure.
com/courses/1286132.

PETS & WILDLIFE

One-Time Emergency Food For Pets is 
available through KARES. Call David or 
Barbara Breskin at 319-8333.

Report Humpback Whales in Trouble at 
NOAA Fisheries 24 hour hotline, 1-888- 
256-984. Also report distressed sea turtles, 

monk seals and dolphins.
Apply for Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National Marine Sanctuary Adviso-
ry Council Members by Thursday, Jan. 14. 
Contact Cindy Among-Serrao via email at 

Events, pg. 15
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Give to Prepare for Volcano Community Emergencies
Support Volcano Emergency Response Team's Efforts to supply 

a newly-developed plan to manage potential disasters in the commu-
nity of Volcano until other assistance arrives. In order to address these 
disasters quickly and efficiently, such as hurricanes, COVID-19, and 
volcanic issues, supplies and equipment are needed to assist the Vol-
cano community in the event a disaster. VERP has set up a GoFundMe 
website to address these needs and would be "extremely grateful" for 
any contribution in any amount. See gofundme.com/volcano-emergen-
cy-response-plan or the VERP page at thecoopercenter.org.

Volcano Village Artists Hui will take appointments 
for private studio tours and sales through the holidays. Its 
Creative Adaptations 2020 34th annual Studio Tour & 
Sale was held over Thanksgiving weekend. Participating 
artists offered various ways to acquire art using safety 
guidelines, including online orders, scheduled appoint-
ments, and/or modified on-site studio tours, adapted to fit 
the challenging times of the pandemic.

Many artists continue these opportunities through-
out December and beyond. Several locations plan to be 
open for direct sales, including Fahrenheit 2400 Glass 
Gallery and Volcano Garden Arts. Elizabeth Miller, Mar-
garet Barnaby and Erik Wold plan to continue to take 
appointments to visit their studios. Lisa Louise Adams, 
Margaret Barnaby, Chiu Leong, Charlotte Forbes Perry, 
Joan Yoshioka and Emily Herb invite the public to visit 
their websites for online purchases. The Hui encourages 
the public to contact individual artists to discover the 
most current available options:

Chiu Leong – porcelain, tea, teahawaii.com; Elizabeth 
Miller – prints, cards, metalwork, lizmillerart@gmail.com; 
Emily Herb – pottery, sculptural clay vessels, emilyherb.
com, Erik Wold – pottery, erikwoldpottery.square.site; Ira 
Ono – treasures, 19-3834 Old Volcano Road, shopvga.com; 
Lisa Louise Adams – art, great gifts, online classes, lisalou-
iseadams.com; Margaret Barnaby – woodblock prints, mar-
garetbarnaby.com; Mike & Misato Mortara – hand blown 
art glass, 2400F.com; guest artist Charlotte Forbes Perry – 
ceramic tiles, stained glass, etsy.com/olaatilestainedglass; 
and guest artist Joan M. Yoshioka - original paintings, 
prints, drawingonnature.blogspot.com. Out of an abun-
dance of caution, Pam Barton, Randy Sutton, Ricia Shema, 
and Zeke Israel have chosen not to participate this year.

See VolcanoVillageArtistsHui.com or Instagram: @
VolcanoArtHui for updates and individual artists' contact 
information. The Hui thanks the public for their valued sup-
port throughout the years.

Visit Volcano Village Artists Hui Studios Through the Holidays

Field Notes Hawaiʻi: ʻAlala Contemplates The Void From Which It Came 
is a giclee print with hand-painted sides on a 12" x 12" wooden panel, by 
Elizabeth Miller. Visit her studio by appointment during the holidays.

Village Activities, from pg. 1
ing competition between KMC employees. It 
began the day after Thanksgiving and ends on 
New Year's Day.

Kīlauea Military Camp's Crater Rim Café 
offers special menus on Christmas Day and 
New Year's Day. Both dine-in and grab-and-
go require reservations; call 808-967-8356. 
Christmas Day Dinner reservations for to-go 
orders deadline is Monday, Dec. 14. New 
Year's Day brunch is tentatively scheduled.

Christmas Day Dinner, from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m., dine-in menu includes prime rib au jus, 
lamb stew, sides, and apple crisp for $27.95/
adult, $14.95/child age 6 to 11. Grab-and-go 
turkey dinners: 10-12 lb. roast turkey, sides, 

and apple crisp for $59.95. Grab-and-go ham dinners: 10-12 lb. pine-
apple honey-glazed ham, sides, and apple crisp for $69.95.

Take a trip to Kīlauea Military Camp to see and vote on this year's Holiday 
Challenge decorated cottages.                                                                KMC photo

New Year's Day Brunch menu: ham, Cajun salmon, veg-
etarian quiche with hollandaise sauce, herb-roasted buttered po-
tatoes, waffles, fruit & yogurt parfait, and drink, $21.95/adults. 
Kids' meal: waffles, bacon, herb-roasted buttered potatoes, and 
beverage for $10.95.

Crater Rim Café is open for Friday Hawaiian Dinner, 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday Breakfast, 6:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.; 
and Saturday ala carte dinner, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Lava Lounge 
is open Friday and Saturday, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Sunday through 
Thursday, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 10-Pin Grill is open weekdays, 6:30 
a.m. to 7 p.m., and weekends, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Recreation Lodge 
& Java Café are open daily, 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

KMC is open to all authorized patrons and sponsored guests. 
Park entrance fees apply. Call (808) 936-5831 or see kilaueamili-
tarycamp.com.

Houvener Christmas, from pg. 11
20,000.

Since Halloween, Houvener and his 
daughter Sierra Rose have been setting up 
the vast display.

Each year, Houvener puts out a box 
for donations, into which the community 
contributes cash. The day after Christmas, 
Houvener collects up the cash and makes 
the trip to Kona to raid the box stores for 
greatly reduced Christmas décor. In this 
way, he is able to grow the number of lights 
and blow-ups, while hand-crafting other 
themed displays.

Houvener also bought and installed 
a 100-foot-long white fence that is tall 
enough for a light show. Along this, he has 
arranged 22 projectors that throw lighted 
images of Christmas icons onto the fence. 
Candy canes seem to miraculously grow 
from the lava. Firefly lights in the topmost 
branches of the ‘ōhiʻa trees enhance the 

feeling of wonderment.
Each year, Houvener 

adds more attractions – 
they are either snapped up 
at post-Christmas sales, 
made by him or donated 
by stores. The show is 
powered by two gen-

erators, with a combined total of 10 outlets, 
from which 125 extension cords are run to 
power the lights, projectors, and a plethora of 
inflatables.

His oldest inflatable, "Let it Snow," is 13 
years old, while a mechanical teeter-totter that 
features Santa on one side and three reindeer 
on the other and is constantly in motion, is al-
most as old.

If purchasing, storing, setting up, and 
taking down these displays is not daunting 
enough, Houvener has the daily chore of mak-
ing sure things don't break or get damaged. 
Each inflatable is set up on a palette to protect 
it from the ʻaʻa of the yard. Each evening, he 
removes the covering tarps so they can be in-
flated and viewed. When the show ends at 9 
p.m., he goes around and tarps each inflatable 
to protect it. The Hawaiʻi sun can make them 
brittle if they are not shielded all day.

"I get to be a kid myself," is how Houven-
er explains his role. "I was from a family of six 
kids. Mom and Dad didn't have much, so we 
got a lot of thrift store gifts. I was happy. I was 
happy to have a bike to ride on, and I didn't 
care if it was not new. I learned you don't have 
to be rich to make others happy. I'm not rich, 
but I can see how all this spreads happiness," 
said Houvener. "This is my way of making 
myself happy."
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that lie ahead." Many of them have deep ex-
perience in working in government. He had 
yet to announce his nominee for Research 
& Development Director by press time. All 
of the cabinet members require confirmation 
by the County Council. With the Council's 
blessings:

Nominee for County Managing Direc-

tor and Acting May-
or when Roth is un-
available is Volcano 
resident Lee Lord. 
He worked under 
Roth when Roth 

was the county's Prosecuting Attorney. Lord 
holds a doctorate in psychology and degrees 
in business administration and has served 
in management at the county Prosecutor 
and Finance departments, with almost three 
decades in county service. He also served 
as administrator for state Child & Fam-
ily Services. In community work he served 
as Executive Director at Turning Point for 
Families.

Nominee for Deputy Managing Direc-
tor is Bobby Command, of Captain Cook. 
Command is a for-
mer journalist with 
West Hawaiʻi Today 
who gained admin-
istrative experience 
as deputy Planning 
Director, mayor's as-
sistant, and Deputy 
Managing Director 
during the term of 
Mayor Billy Kenoi. 
Originally from 
Honolulu, Command worked for the Kona 
newspaper for 25 years. He grew up in Ho-
nolulu and earned a journalism degree at 
University of Hawai'i - Manoa.

Nominee for County Finance Direc-
tor is Deanna Sako, who lives in Keaʻau. 
Her appointment is 
a holdover from the 
administration of 
Mayor Harry Kim. 
She also served 
in the post under 
Kenoi. She has also 
served as an accoun-
tant for the county 
Department of Parks 
& Recreation. She 
earned her Master's 
of Accounting Science at University of Il-
linois following a degree in Computer Sci-
ence Accounting from Wartburg College 
and her high school diploma at Molokaʻi 
High.

Nominee for Corporate Counsel, the at-
torney for the county administration is Eliz-
abeth Strance. She served as Third Circuit 
Judge for a decade in Kona. Strance earned 
her law degree at Lewis & Clark College in 
Portland, following graduation from Wil-

lamette University 
in Oregon where he 
majored in Public 
Policy and Political 
Science. 

Zendo Kern is 
nominee for Plan-
ning Director for 
Hawaiʻi County. 
Kern is a former 
County Council member and more recently 
represented applicants seeking building and 
development approvals from the county. 
A statement from Roth says, "Kern is best 
known as the County Councilman for Dis-
trict 5 during the 2013-2014 Council Ses-
sion where he chaired the Planning Com-
mittee. Born and raised in Hawaiʻi, Kern is 
currently the owner of Kern and Associates, 
a land-use consultancy specializing in zon-
ing changes and governmental compliance. 

Kern has also been a businessman as well 
as a general contractor. When Kern was 18, 
he moved to the West Coast and established 
a successful career in real estate develop-
ment." During his campaign, Roth vowed 
to streamline building permits and other ap-
proval processes to make it easier to build 
affordable homes and small businesses.

Ramzi Monsour 
is nominee for Envi-
ronmental Manager. 
Mayor-elect Mitch 
Roth made the an-
nouncement over 
the weekend and 
released this state-
ment: "Mansour is 
currently Division 

Roth Dept. Heads, from pg. 1

Purchase calendars with art by students, and 
school t-shirts and sweatshirts, to fundraise for 
The Volcano School of Arts & Sciences.

VSAS image

Deputy Managing 
Director Bobby 
Command

County Managing 
Director and Acting 

Mayor Lee Lord

County Finance Director 
Deanna Sako

Corporate Council 
Elizabeth Strance

Zendo Kern acting as a consultant for client 
William Quinn for a plan to build a 3,600 Pāhoa 
Farm & Garden Complex. They testified before 
the county Planning Commission in 2018. 

Photo from Big Island Video News

Environmental Manager
Ramzi Monsour Roth Dept. Heads, pg. 16

Volcano School Turns 10, Helps to Feed and Support VSAS Families 
Volcano School of Arts & Sciences 

turns 20 in January 2021. To commemorate 
the event, VSAS created a 2021 calendar 
full of artwork from the school's students. 
The announcement says the calendar "is of 
the best quality and will serve your family 
well. It would also make a great present for 
family or friends during this season of giv-
ing! VSAS looks forward to many more 
years serving the students and communities 
of Kaʻū and Puna! Mahalo nui loa!"

This calendar is being sold as a fund-
raiser for $20. All proceeds from calendar 
sales will benefit The Volcano School of 
Arts & Sciences as it grows and expands its 
new high school program.

Preview the calendar at rb.gy/tmxz-
va. Order the Calendar using this form: 
rb.gy/ytekoz. Send payment or donations 
to VSAS PayPal, paypal.com/paypalme/
VolcanoSchool.

VSAS is also selling school t-shirts and 

This is a USDA program that supports 
community meals. There are no income re-
quirements to participate. Youth do not need 
to be present to receive bags but be prepared 
to give their names and birthdates.

Volcano School of Arts & Sciences 
COVID-19 Family Relief Funds are also 
available to VSAS families in need. Funded 
by Volcano Community Association, and 
members of the VSAS Friends and Govern-
ing Boards who have donated, the fund sup-
plies KTA or Dimple Cheek Gift Cards, or 
gift cards to other locally-owned business. 
Contact Kim Miller at 985-8537, kmiller@
volcanoschool.net to apply. Contributions to 
the fund can be sent in by check to: VSAS, 
PO Box 845, Volcano, HI 96785 – write Re-
lief Fund in the memo. 

See volcanoschool.net or call 808-985-
9901. Go to facebook.com/vsas2001 or vol-
canoschool.net.

sweatshirts. Order frorm here: rb.gy/2a4cim. 
Send in order forms and payment to the 
main office: VSAS, PO Box 845, Volcano, 
HI 96785. For a printed copy of the order 
form to be mailed, contact Kaye at 985-
9800, knagamine@volcanoschool.net. Con-
tact Kanani at kwylie@volcanoschool.net 
for more information and assistance with 
ordering.

VSAS is also providing bulk meal ser-
vice for anyone 18 or younger, through June 
30, 2021, in Volcano and Pāhala on alternat-
ing weeks. Friday, Dec. 4, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
pick up food at Kaʻū District Gym. Friday, 
Dec. 11, pick up food at the Keakealani 
Campus located at 19-4024 Haunani Road 
in Volcano. There is no service on Friday, 
Dec. 35. The program runs through June 30, 
2021.

VSAS offers dry goods, shelf-stable 
products and more, for a full week's worth 
of breakfast and lunch meals, to ensure that 

all families have access to food. This could 
include eggs, cereal, dry pasta, rice, beans, 
tortillas, milk, and canned vegetables and 
fruit. As the program grows, a variety of 
fresh products like meats, fruits and vegeta-
bles may be on offer. Each distribution will 
provide enough food for every person 18 
years and under to eat breakfast and lunch.

Events, from pg. 13
Cindy.Among-Serrao@noaa.gov or visit 
the sanctuary website, hawaiihumpback-
whale.noaa.gov. See story on Page 12. 

Apply to serve Hawaiian Islands Hump-
back Whale National Marine Sanctuary 
Advisory Council Members by Thursday, 
Jan. 14, 2021. See story on Page 12.

For free Veterinary Care, Spay & Neuter, 
visit hihs.org, Services Tab, Spay and 
Neuter or Community Vet Care, or email 

petsupport@hihs.org. Call 808-217- 0154. 
All appointments must be scheduled in 
advance and are open to healthy dogs and 
cats. Two pets per family will be accom-
modated, each pet with own appointment. 
Unavailable to animals other than dogs 
and cats. Unavailable to strays and those 
with contagious illnesses.

COMMUNITY
Volunteer in the community – find out 
how at hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/

participate.
Wai‘ōhinu Transfer Station is open Mon-
days, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Recycling services available 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. HI-5 deposit beverage container 
collection Saturdays only, 8 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. "White goods" appliance collection 
services will accept one appliance per resi-
dent per day. Customers need to check in 
with the facility attendant before dropping 
an appliance off at the facility. No unat-

tended drop-offs allowed. Visit hawaiiz-
erowaste.org or call 961-8270. 

Ocean View Transfer Station is open Mon-
days, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. HI-5 deposit beverage container 
collection will continue as usual on Satur-
days only, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Visit hawaiiz-
erowaste.org or call 961-8270. 

Sign Up for Solid Waste Operations Alerts 
at rb.gy/iemgrc for site closures, service 
hours, and more.
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Harry Kim Honored for Leadership as Mayor, Civil Defense Chief
A maile lei and praise for Mayor Harry 

Kim came from the Hawaiʻi County Council 
in November. Council Chair Aaron Chung 
talked about the spirituality of the mayor and 
recalled a story of years ago: Kim received 
a white maile lei in Kalapana from an un-
known woman and never saw her again. The 
unusual white maile lei stayed fresh for all 
the years Kim served as Director of Hawaiʻi 

that make up this island," she told Kim.
Councilwoman Valerie Poindexter said Kim 

has "a special bond and care for a lot of people 
who've fallen through the cracks. I think that came 
from growing up with the plantation lifestyle and 
this kind of live-within-our-means and knowing the 
struggle of our people." 

Chung said Kim's life story is "one for the 
books," and presented him a message entitled Life-

time of Dedicated Service to the People 
of Hawaiʻi. It says Kim was born of 
humble means, the youngest of eight 
children raised in a one-bedroom shack in 
the ʻOlaʻa Forest, which is now known as 
Keaʻau.

Kim graduated from Hilo High 
School in 1957, enlisted in the Army and 
became a medic. After military service, 
he enrolled in Southern Oregon Univer-
sity and earned a bachelor of science de-
gree in education and master's of science 
in economics. He returned to Hawaiʻi and 
taught at Honokaʻa High School. He was 
then hired to run a program for the federal 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administra-
tion for the U.S. Department of Justice.

service to the community. With just 
over two weeks before my term ends, 
this was a gracious gesture that I re-
ally appreciate."

Watch the presentation at 
hawaiicounty.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.
php?view_id=1&clip_id=1845.

County Council members praised Mayor Harry Kim for 
involving himself in community planning, as in this meeting at 
Ocean View Community Center. Kim leaves office on Dec. 7, 
after 12 years as mayor and 24 years as chief of Civil Defense. 
Photo by Annie Bosted

County's Civil Defense. On the day Kim left 
the office, the lei "sort of crumbled," said 
Chung. Councilwoman Karen Eoff talked 
about Kim being more spiritually and com-
munity-driven rather than politically driven.

Kaʻū's County Council member Maile 
David said Kim helped pave the way for 
the future of the island, through creating a 
process for community partnerships with 
developers and government. She pointed to 
his close association and love of the native 
Hawaiian community and culture. "I believe 
that is what basically drove you in respecting 
the culture of this island, the people of this 
island and the diverse nature of the people 

In 1976, Kim was named Hawaiʻi County Civil 
Defense Director, a post he held for 24 years. After 
retiring in 2000, he successfully ran for Mayor of 
Hawaiʻi County. He served as mayor for 12 years 
– 2000-2008 then 2016-2020. While serving as 
mayor, he employed his emergency management 
experience during lava disasters, hurricanes and the 
pandemic.

Chung also pointed to Kim's administrative 
achievements. The framework for creating com-
munity development plans, such as the Kaʻū Com-
munity Development Plan, was conceived by Kim, 
said Chung.

Kim said in a Facebook post that day, "The 
Hawaiʻi County Council today surprised me with a 
very nice presentation to thank me for my years of 

Chief of Wastewater Treatment and Dis-
posal on special assignment to the Director 
of Environmental Services for the City and 
County of Honolulu. Prior to that, he spent 
20 years as Senior Engineering Manager 
for design, construction and closure for the 
Waste Management Department in Kern 
County, Calif., north of Los Angeles. Mon-
sour earned his degree in Civil Engineering 
from Fresno State."

Ikaika 
Rodenhurst is 
nominee for Pub-
lic Works Direc-
tor. Rodenhurst 
lost his bid for 
County Council 
in this year's elec-
tion. A statement 
from Roth says, 

"Rodenhurst, a graduate of Kamehameha 
Schools-Kapālama and the University of 
Hawaiʻi at Manoa where he majored in Civil 
Engineering, has worked for almost a de-
cade with Bowers and Kubota as a project 
manager. He has been the project engineer 
for state and county infrastructure projects in 
both Honolulu and Hawaiʻi Island. Roden-
hurst also provided management support for 
repairs caused by the Kīlauea Lava Event of 
2018. Born in Kailua, Oʻahu, Rodenhurst 

was an all-state foot-
ball player and of-
fensive lineman for 
the UH Rainbow 
Warriors." 

Nominee for 
County Parks & 
Recreation Director 
is Maurice C. Messi-
na, a Mountain View 
resident, who most 

recently served as Chief of Staff for Mayor 
Harry Kim. H started his county work in the 
prosecutor's office and worked as Deputy 
Director for Parks & Recreation. He is a vet-
eran of combat in the U.S. Navy, with a de-
gree in Criminal Justice, and Naval Criminal 
Justice. He is also a paralegal.

Nominee for 
County Director of 
Information Tech-
nology is Scott 
Uehara, of Hilo. 
He has worked as 
Information Sys-
tems Analyst for 
Hawaiʻi Police 
Department for the 
last eight years, af-

ter serving with HFS Credit Union. Uehara 
is a resident of Hilo. Uehara has been the 
information systems analyst for the Hawaiʻi 
Police Department since 2012. Prior to that, 
he was an information technology special-
ist with the HFS Credit Union in Hilo. He 
worked in IT at Kīlauea Military Camp, Ha-
waiian Volcano Observatory, Schofield Bar-
racks in Honolulu. Uehara's degree in com-
puter science comes from UH-Hilo.

Nominee for County Housing Direc-
tor is Susan Kunz, who will move from 
managing 251 units for Big Island Hous-

ing Foundation. She 
served in the Kenoi 
Administration, as 
administrator after 
being deputy of the 
Office of Housing & 
Community Devel-
opment. Kunz holds 
a degree in business 
administration from 
University of Puget 
Sound in Tacoma.

Public Works Director 
Ikaika Rodenhurst

County Parks & 
Recreation Director 
Maurice C. Messina

County Housing 
Director Susan Kunz

Information Technology 
Director Scott Uehara


