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Hana Laulima, pg. 10

Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū Sponsors Gifts, Food, Fun
Free food, gifts and fun will abound at 

the Touched By an Angel event on Saturday, 
Dec. 18, at Nāʻālehu Shopping Center. Lo-
cal nonprofit Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū 
is organizing this community food and gift 
distribution, which will begin at 4 p.m. until 
supplies run out.

To enjoy this special Christmas in Kaʻū 
experience, families can turn into the shop-
ping center parking lot off of the highway 
and drive past decorated booths where 

The public is invited to attend three 
meetings and also send in input to own-
ers and planners of 434 acres at Punalu‘u. 
Eva Liu, of Black Sand Beach, LLC, and 
Project Manager Norman Quon said they 
aim to submit longterm plans to the county, 
following presentations of a draft plan and 
feedback from the community.

Two Nāʻālehu meetings will be held at 
95-1178 Ka‘alaiki Road, behind Punalu'u 
Bake Shop, across from Ka‘ū Auto Repair. 
Both gatherings will be from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m., the first on Wednesday, Dec. 8 and 
the second on Friday, Dec. 10.

The third meeting will be held on Sat-
urday, Dec. 11, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at 
Pāhala Community Center, 96 Kamani St.

Presenters will be Liu, Quon and plan-
ning consultant Daryn Arai. Quon said 
there will be opportunity for the public to 
submit suggestions and to interact one-on-
one with Liu’s team.

Liu and Black Sand Beach, LLC ear-
lier submitted a minor Special Manage-
ment Area Application for an open market 
near the beach and for camping sites, a 
swimming pool, retail and food and more 
at the tennis court area near Sea Moun-
tain condominiums. That SMAA has been 
withdrawn and any minor or major permit 
applications will be after the public meet-

Black Sand Beach, LLC Sets Public Meeting on Punalu‘u

A panoramic view of Kaida Houvener’s jaw-dropping extravaganza on the corner of Lehua and Palm in Ocean View.  This is the 15th year that his yard has been a “go to” destination for keiki and families to get 
the spirit of Christmas. See story on Page 11.     Photo by Peter Bosted

Land adjacent to Punalu‘u's shoreline, including the county park, may be conserved through the Public Access, Open Space & Natural Resources program, 
with cooperation from property owner Eva Liu and Black Sand Beach, LLC.   Photo by Bob Martin

PONC Chair Alexandra Keopolo, County Council 
Chair Maile David, Punalu‘u property owner Eva 
Liu and County Council staffer Dawn Manago con-
sider PONC to preserve Punalu‘u coast properties. 

Punalu‘u Future, pg. 3

PONC Punalu‘u, pg. 16

PONC Eyed for Punalu‘u Coast Preservation

elves, angels and Santa's helpers will be 
handing out gifts, free bentos, hams, bags 
of rice and a thousand candy canes.  A blue 
Santa, represented by a county police offi-
cer, will be there to greet keiki, along with 
30 backpacks donated by HPD.  Hawaiʻi 
County Mayor Mitch Roth and State Rep. 
Sylvia Luke, who is running for Lt. Gov., 
are also expected to attend. 

Among the other curated gifts being Kassie Ross and Terry-Lee Shibuya connect with 
the community during Fall food distributions.

The Punalu‘u shoreline and nearshore 
adjacent lands could become a candidate 
for acquisition through the Public Ac-
cess, Open Space & Natural Resources 
Commission.

Eva Liu, owner of the 434 acres, 
which includes coastal parcels, said she is 
leaning toward becoming a willing seller 
for preservation and working with gov-
ernment and non-profits to manage the 
resources.

The Punalu‘u lands could be consid-
ered for acquisition soon, since they were 
nominated by PONC years ago.

Liu said she met with County Council 
Chair Maile David and PONC chair Al-
exandra Kelepolo and that the idea will 
be discussed at Liu’s public meetings in 
early December. (See story above)

Liu said she recognizes that the 
Punalu‘u coast is an important resting 
place for green sea turtles and nesting 
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applied for the permit, she will hold pub-
lic meetings Dec. 8, 10 and 11 (see story 
on page 1) to go over community ideas, 
concerns and plans for Punalu‘u’s resort, 
commercial, conservation and residential 
lands. She also said she is considering offer-
ing some of the coastal lands to the county 
through the Public Access, Open Space & 
Natural Resources Preservation Commis-
sion program, called PONC (See page 1).

The letter from Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund 
says: “As an active non-profit organization 
dedicated to the conservation of Hawaiʻi’s 
wildlife for the past 25 years, Hawaiʻi Wild-
life Fund would like to express our concerns 
regarding the SMAA submitted by Black 
Sand Beach, LLC for the development of 
the Open Market and Welcome Center at 
Punaluʻu.

“We respect that the Applicant has in-
vested the time to connect with those who 
have kuleana to the area. However, we em-
phasize that in order to proceed with this 
SMAA request, new current shoreline and 
vegetation surveys should be conducted 
before concluding that there are indeed no 
impacts to our native wildlife and habitats.

“First, Policy 28 in the Kaʻū Commu-
nity Development Plan states that, ‘On lots 
that are at least partially within the Special 
Management Area in the Kaʻū CDP Plan-

ning Area, establish shoreline setbacks at 
the earliest stages of the land use planning 
and development process at a minimum of 
1,320 feet (1/4-mile) ...’ The proposed loca-
tion of the Open Market is 200 feet from the 
shoreline, and as such is not in alignment 
with this important Kaʻū CDP Policy.

“Second, the SMAA references docu-
ments (including a 1988 FEIS and a 2006 
Draft EIS) which are not only outdated, but 
were (in the case of the 2006 DEIS) also a 
major source of conflict in the community 
and lacking in sound scientific data collec-
tion methodology.

“In summary, both then and now, the 
shoreline at Punaluʻu remains an ecologi-
cally sensitive area, home to basking threat-
ened honu (green turtles), nesting endan-
gered honuʻea (hawksbill turtles), resting 
endangered Hawaiian monk seals, in addi-
tion to coastal ponds, tidepools, and coral 
reefs with their countless native inhabitants, 
plus one of the few remaining populations 
of endangered loulu palms (Pritchardia 
maideniana).

“Third, the proposed location of the 
Welcome Center is on nine acres of lowland 
dry shrubland, which in itself is a threat-
ened ecosystem type. The application states 
that, ‘A few native species, such as ʻAlahee 
trees and shrubs such as ʻAʻalii and ʻIlima 

may inhabit the general area 
based on the 2006 Draft 
EIS.’

“Although this area has 
been impacted by fires in the 
recent past, it cannot be con-
cluded that native species are 
not present in the area, and 
HWF recommends a veg-
etation sur-
vey be con-
ducted in the 

vicinity of the proposed Welcome Center, 
along with a revised (and current!) shore-
line survey.

“Last but not least, the application re-
quests that: ‘While the overall project site 
abuts the shoreline, the Applicant is request-
ing that the need for a certified shoreline 
survey to support this application be waived 
since no new improvements or uses are 
contemplated anywhere near the shoreline,’ 
though we would argue otherwise and en-
courage the County to require an updated 
shoreline survey.

“Punaluʻu has a history of proposed 
and successful (and unsuccessful) develop-
ments in the area, and while we do appre-
ciate the Applicant sticking to the existing 
infrastructural footprints in the area (more 
or less), it does not discount the potential for 
impacts upon construction commencement 
and into the future with the proposed activi-
ties and uses. Done properly, rehabilitation 
of the abandoned buildings and recreation 
areas could indeed be a benefit to the com-
munity, though it will undoubtedly attract 
more visitors to an area already struggling 

Nominations for the Hawai‘i Island 
seat on the state Board of Land & Natural 
Resources are being sought by Gov. Da-
vid Ige. A statement from his office says 
he is recruiting “qualified and dedicated 
individuals who are interested in serving” 
on the BLNR.

Current Hawai‘i Island board mem-
ber Chris Yuen's term ends on July 1, 
2022. The governor also seeks applica-
tions from Kaua‘i to fill the seat held by 
Tommy Oi, who will depart after eight 
years on April 25.

The statement says, “The governor 
is seeking applicants with balanced and 
inclusive perspectives, committed to the 
conservation and protection and sustain-

Governor Seeks Nominations for Hawai‘i Island BLNR Seat

able use of Hawai‘i’s natural and cultural 
resources that are the public trust respon-
sibilities of the state Department of Land 

& Natural Resources. A background in 
conservation and natural resources and/or 
real property law and land transactions is 
particularly helpful.”

DLNR manages public lands under 
its jurisdiction, including forestry and 
wildlife, aquatic resources, state parks, 
boating and ocean recreation, and conser-
vation and coastal lands, as well as com-
mercial properties and unencumbered 
lands.

These are volunteer board positions 
that require preparation for and atten-
dance at BLNR meetings on O‘ahu twice 
a month and more often as needed.

BLNR members are nominated, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, 

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund: New Punalu‘u Surveys Needed
Opinions on projects proposed for 

Punalu‘u, including an open market across 
from Black Sand Beach and a Welcome 
Center at the tennis courts area, has gone to 
County of Hawai‘i from Hawai‘i Wildlife 
Fund. The letter to Planning Director Zendo 
Kern is signed by Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund 
President and Program Director Megan 
Lamson, Executive Director and Co-found-
er Hannah Bernard, Conservation Specialist 
Jodie Rosam and Cultural Resource Spe-
cialist Nohealani Ka‘awa.

According to the President of the non-
profit, Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund has been in-
formed by the Planning Director that owner 
Black Sand Beach, LLC and Eva Liu has 
withdrawn a minor Special Management 
Area Application that was submitted in Oc-
tober, but the Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund letter 
has been retained for the record.

According to Liu, whose company 

Punalu‘u Surveys, pg. 12

and appointed by the governor for a term 
of four years. At twice monthly meet-
ings, the BLNR reviews and takes action 
on departmental submittals, including 
land leases and conservation district use 
applications.

Nominees are required to provide 
publicly viewable financial disclosure 
information prior to their appointment to 
the BLNR. For further information about 
the responsibilities of a BLNR member, 
refer to Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) 
Chapter 171-4. For more information 
and to submit nominations, visit: http://
boards.hawaii.gov/.
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The Hawai‘i Legislature’s Grant-in-
Aid application forms and instructions for 
the next Fiscal year which runs from July 1, 
2022 to June 30, 2023, are posted on the Leg-
islature’s website: https://capitol.hawaii.gov/
GIA/GIA.aspx .

A link to is available under Recent Up-
dates on the Legislature’s homepage, capitol.
hawaii.gov. Qualified nonprofit and other 
organizations can apply via the state's GIA 
online application tool.

In 2019, the Legislature awarded $30 
million in grants to nonprofits serving a pub-
lic functions in the Hawaiian Islands. For 

2020, the Legislature announced: “Because 
of the novel COVID virus and its devastat-
ing effect on State finances, the Legislature 
did not make any Chapter 42F grants during 
the 2020 Session.”  Grants in Aid funding re-
turned in the 2021 session and again for the 
2022 session.

The deadline to submit grant applica-
tions is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 17.

Qualified non-profit and other organi-
zations must be incorporated under Hawai‘i 
law. Applications for state grants are public 
information and posted online.

With any questions, contact the state 

House of Representatives Committee on 
Finance staff at 808/586-6200 or Sen-

ate Committee on Ways & Means staff at 
808-586-6800.

Hawai‘i Legislature Offers Grants-in-Aid for 2022-’23

The state Department of Health could 
give a variance to the County of Hawai‘i 
to help it gain timely ap-
provals to build a new 
wastewater treatment plant 
for Pāhala. The county’s 
Director of Environmen-
tal Management, Ramzi 
Mansour, said he hopes the 
community will support 
the plan and that he and 
staff plan to visit Pāhala to 
interact with the residents 
early next year. “If we 
get everyone on the same 
plate, it is easier to move 
the project forward.”

The county’s Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Management, under the 
past administration, planned to build a 
treatment plant with the kind of capacity 
calculated for neighborhoods within the 
City & County of Honolulu, said Man-
sour. He said that a more recent assess-
ment shows that the amount of effluent in 
Pāhala is about half that of the standard 
calculation for O‘ahu waste water treat-
ment plants. With less effluent in Pāhala, 
a smaller treatment plant that would make 

a smaller and shallower footprint on the 
land would be possible.

He said the county is 
working on a new plan that 
would also be better for the 
environment, disturbing only 
two of the 14.9 acres set 
aside for the project. He said 
that treated effluent would be 
used to irrigate macadamia 
trees, which had ben slated 
for removal in the earlier 
plan to make way for lagoons 
for sewage treatment.

Mansour said that la-
goons would have been ex-
cavated as deep as 18 feet 
and that recent geotechnical 
investigation showed lava 
tubes underground, from two 

to six feet in diameter, which could have 
been damaged by the excavation and that 
the unknown extent of the lava tubes on 
the property could have made the lagoons 
unstable.

In addition, said Mansour, the real-
ization that Pāhala would have less efflu-
ent, led the county to realize that it could 
have to add water to keep the lagoons 
functional.

With the new planning the county has 
asked the state Department of Health for 
a variance to “initially construct reduced 
Waste Water Treatment Plant capacity to 
correspond closer to anticipated flows re-
sulting from LCC closure.”

The LCC closure refers to Large Ca-
pacity Cesspools in Pāhala, which were 
inherited by the county from the old sugar 
plantation sewage system and have long 
been illegal across the U.S. The EPA has 
already fined the county for not moving 
faster on replacing the old system and the 
county wants to move quickly to solve the 
problem, said Mansour. He said the sewer 
system will focus on the area of Pāhala 
that was served by the old planation sys-
tem and would not be designed to service 
future expansion of the town.

He said that capacity could be added 
over time, if there becomes a need for it. 

With the new sewage system, the 
old plantation pipes that travel through 
private yards, across streets to the gang 
cesspool below the residential area of the 
town, would be abandoned. The new sys-
tem would include piping through public 
right of ways, including streets. 

The earlier plan would have cost gov-
ernment some $250,000 per home, busi-

ness or other facility. The new system 
should be less expensive, said Mansour.

He said he hopes it will be completed 
in April of 2026.

A public comment period on the 
variance is open through Dec. 30. Com-
ments can be mailed to State of Hawai‘i 
Wastewater Branch, 2827 Waimano 
Home Road, #207, Pearl City, HI 96782 
or emailed to Mark Tomomitsu at mark.
tomomitsu@doh.hawaii.gov.

Sandra Demoruelle, of Nā‘ālehu The-
atre, has long been an advocate of com-
munity involvement in the planning of 
sewage treatment solutions for Nā‘ālehu 
and Pāhala and sent out notices about the 
county's request for the variance. She said 
she was concerned about the estimate of 
the effluent produced in Pāhala being low-
er than in the original proposal and also 
encouraged the public to send in com-
ments to the state Department of Health.

In a letter to the county Department 
of Environmental Management, she called 
for an Environmental Impact Statement 
“to consider the pros and cons of logical 
alternatives vs. DEM selling a pre-chosen 
project, usually through an EA (Environ-
mental Assessment).”

County Seeks Support for Pāhala Sewage Treatment Plant

ings, said Quon. He said the team aims to 
"Dialogue with the com-
munity and gather ideas 

Punalu‘u Future, from pg. 1

Hawai‘i County’s Director of 
Environmental Management, 
Ramzi Mansour

for Punalu‘u" and that draft plans will be 
shown to the public.
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Stars Over Ka‘ū - December 
By Lew & Donna Cook

Follow our blog at http://kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com/

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

CLASSIFIED

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy 
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown 
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown in 
the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no 
bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program writ-
ten by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

Our skies are dependent on the god-
dess Pele who, at her whim, can attack our 
skies with a blanket of vog.

The Solar System
At the time our chart is drawn for (10 

p.m. on the 15th) no planets are visible. 
Mars is too close to the sun for it to be eas-
ily seen, however look for it to appear back 
in our morning sky. On February 2nd, 2022 
Mars and Venus will rise together at 4:32 
a.m. Venus, now is getting closer to the 
earth during December. Concurrently, it is 
getting larger as its distance from earth de-
creases. It also appears to be getting closer 
to the sun as we see it. At sometime near 
January 10, 2022, Venus will pass north of 
the sun by nearly 5 degrees.

Three hours before chart time Venus 
is low in the southwestern sky and is quite 
bright. A chart of the southwestern horizon 
area shows the three planets - Venus, Sat-
urn and Jupiter before they set. 

Venus has around 1600 volcanic 
peaks and other indications of volcanism. 
Recently the Venus Express spacecraft 
found a peak that had heat signatures of a 
volcano that had recently erupted. We can 
add Venus to the list of solar system ob-
jects  showing active volcanism. The term 
“cool” on the image is relative - Venus’ 
surface temperature is around 850 F!

MOON AND SUN
On the night of Nov. 18-19, there was 
an almost total lunar eclipse. The dura-
tion was notable due to the fraction of 
the moon’s disk covered by the earth’s 
shadow (99%) and the length of time of 
the eclipse. There won’t be a longer du-
ration eclipse until the year 2669. 
EVENT
Date ..................... Moon Rise  Moon Set
New Moon
Dec.  3 ................. 6:03 a.m. 5:27 p.m.
First Quarter
Dec. 11 ................ 12:21 p.m. 12:36 a.m. 

Dec. 11
Full Moon
Dec. 18 ................ 5:39 p.m. 6:31 a.m. 

Dec. 21
Last Quarter
Dec. 26 ................ 11:48 p.m.*  12:30 a.m.

*Dec. 25
New Moon
Jan.  2 ................. 7:04 a.m. 6:13 p.m.

SUN
Date ....................... Sunrise Sunset
Dec.  3 ................... 6:41 a.m. 5:43 p.m.
Dec. 10 .................. 6:45 a.m. 5:45 p.m.
Dec. 17 ..................  6:49 a.m. 5:48 p.m.
Dec. 24 ..................  6:52 a.m. 5:51 p.m.
Dec. 31 .................. 6:55 a.m. 5:55 p.m.

CONSTELLATIONS AND 
DEEP SKY OBJECTS

Our favorite winter constellations are 
up. Andromeda has crossed the meridian 
taking the Andromeda galaxy with it. Do 
look at it with your binoculars on a moon-

less night, as it is very impressive. The 
same thing applies to the Orion nebula. 
The Pleiades in Taurus is very pretty also. 
Please take time to just look around the sky 
with your binoculars. You may find some-
thing exciting!

Up north, near the Cassiopeia - Ce-
pheus border, is the faint “bubble” nebula. 

This is a spherical “soap bubble” caused 
by the radiation pressure and stellar wind 
clearing out the gas and dust left over from 

Here is a chart for 7:00 pm on the 15th showing 
the area of the southwest horizon up to about 45 
degrees altitude. Venus, Saturn and Jupiter are 
shown along with stars down to 7th magnitude. 
These stars are easily seen in small binoculars or 
a rifle scope. Credit: Jerry Hudson

Radar data from the Magellan spacecraft with an 
overlay of the heat patterns observed by the Ve-
nus Express spacecraft (color areas). The vertical 
scale is exaggerated by a factor of 30.
Credit: ESA / NASA / JPL

A total lunar eclipse (left) compared to last 
month’s partial eclipse (right) near maximum 
eclipse. Credit: NASA (left) and Dan Vanderzan-
den (right).

This image of Bubble Nebula (NGC 7635) from 
the Hubble Space Telescope shows how the radia-
tion from a star can push dust and gas outwards 
from a star. Credit: NASA, ESA, Hubble Heritage 
Team

the star’s formation. In a quiet, static en-
vironment we’d expect to find the subject 
star at the center, but here, the star blowing 
the bubble is towards the upper left. This is 
due to the gas and dust moving towards the 
bottom right in this beautiful image from 
the Hubble Space Telescope.

Don’t forget to visit the Planetarium 
in Hilo, which has reopened after being 
closed. Call ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center 
(808.932.8901) at 600 ‘Imiloa Place, Hilo, 
HI 96720 or online at www.imiloahawaii.
org for prices and programming.

Ka‘ū
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KA‘U SPORTS REPORT

Ocean View Advocacy Group reports 
it raised some $2,300 in late November 
at Malama Market towards its project to 
build a facility for youth and the public.

The project is cosponsored by Ka-
lanihale and its leader Kaimi Kaupiko, of 
Miloli‘i. The Skatepark Advocacy Group 
is led by Travis Aucoin.

Kaupiko said Ocean View Skatepark 
Advocacy Group “is fundraising to build 
a skate park for all to enjoy in Ocean View 
Hawai‘i. We have a site picked out and we 
are in the process of designing our park. 
We have been partnering with other orga-
nizations like the Home School Network, 
Miller Surf in Kona, and the Tony Hawk 
Foundation, so this skate park comes to 
life.

"We are currently working with the 
County of Hawai‘i and local representa-
tion in the process of seeing this vision 
come to life."

Advocacy Group Raises Money for Ocean View Skatepark

He said fiscal sponsor Kalanihale is 
a nonprofit that “supports the cultural, 
physical, and emotional well-being of 
our community in South Kona. We know 
that during this uncertain time we don't 
know the future, but we are working hard 
to making sure we have a better place a 
place that we all can be proud of and is 
safe for our families’ health.”

Donations can be made to fiscal 
sponsor Kalanihale or on GoFundMe.
com under “Fundraiser for Ocean View 
Skate Park”.

See Ocean View Skatepark Proj-
ect facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/Ocean-View-Skatepark 
-Project-357155707664964/

Aurelio, Wells Go to States in Cross CountryCandace Keohuloa is 
headed to the state cham-
pionships on O‘ahu for in-
dividual high school bowl-
ing on Thursday, Dec. 9. 
She qualified during the 
Hawai‘i Island individ-
ual finals at Kona Bowl. 
The islandwide finalists 
include Keohuloa from 

Kaʻū High, two each from 
Konawaena and Kealakehe 
and five from Kamehameha. 
The state championships will 
be held at Leeward Bowl 
in Pearl City. Her coach is 
Hi‘i Lapera. No spectators 
are allowed due to COVID 
concerns.

Keohuloa Heads to States in Bowling

Trojan Bowl-
ing Coach Hi’i 
Lapera

Candace Keo-
huloa is headed 
to state finals in 
bowling.

Alden Wells, a junior, and freshman 
Maria Cheska Aurelio qualified for the 
state High School Cross Country Cham-
pionships, to be held Saturday, Dec. 4 at 
Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy in Kamu-
ela. They qualified at the islandwide meet 
at Hawai‘i Prep. 

This year’s Trojan track team com-

bined students from Kaʻū High and Vol-
cano School of the Arts & Sciences, men-
tored by Coach David Wells.

Members of the team also include 
senior Desiree Mae Sablam and Saskia 
Sarbin-Dela Cruz. Spectators are allowed 
at the state meet, provided they are vacci-
nated for COVID.

Kaʻū Trojans beat rival Pāhoa 26-13 on 
home turf in November and are headed to the 
high school football playoffs on Saturday, 
Dec. 4 at Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy, for 
the Division II semifinal game.

Co-Athletic Director Matt Roddy said  
the Trojans “played the best and most im-
portant game of the year against rivals Pāhoa 
Daggers.” Standout players were senior line-
backer and running back Jonah Beck, senior 
linebacker and running back Keali‘i Reyes-

Trojans Football Team Wins, Qualifies for Island Playoffs
Nalu, and freshman quarterback Adadiyih 
Ellis-Reyes.

The other scoring game of the sea-
son also came to home turf with six points 
against the Honoka‘a Dragons. Hawai‘i Tri-
bune Herald covered that game and reported 
that the Trojans “celebrated their first touch-
down of the season in the second quarter 
when Kaimana Kaupu-Manini got behind 
the defense, tipped a contested ball to him-
self and streaked to the end zone to loud ap-
plause from his sideline on an 85-yard pass 
from Jycetin Mukini.” Kaupu-Manini told 
Tribune Herald, ‘We’ve been waiting for one 
all season and finally got one.” They won the 
next one.

Trojan football combines Kaʻū High 
and Volcano School of the Arts & Sciences 
players.

Trojan football is led by Head Coach 
Tammy Ke, Assistant Coaches Duwaye Ke, 
Donovan Emmsely, Kainalu Ke, Nainoa Ke 

Trojan cheerleaders were on the ground to sup-
port the football team this season.  

Photo by Athletic Director Kalei Namohala

Ka‘ū Football, pg. 6

and Maiava Fuatagavi, Jr. Team Manager is 
Precious Mareko-Ke.

Stats are recorded by Cynthia Emmsley, 

Sasha Ka‘upu and Laniokai Manini.
Athletic Directors for Fall sports are 

Young Ocean View Skatepark Advocacy members.  Photo from OV Skatepark Advocacy Group

Jonah Beck, running back and middle linebacker, carries the ball. Photo by Gary Bertram

Kaimi Kaupiko and Lapaka Roots promote the 
OV Skatepark Project.

Fundraising outside Malama Market for an 
Ocean View Skatepark.  Photo by Kirk Slack
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D. Kalei Namohala and Matt Roddy with Assistant AD's Joshua 
Ortega, Samuel Ah Yee and Moses Whitcomb, who is also Athletic 
Trainer.

The roster for the Trojans football team with jersey numbers 
and grade levels:

Jersey No. 1 is Jezekial, Jara, a senior. No 2 is Keenan To-
riano, a senior. No. 3 is Kaimana Kaupu-Manini, a junior. No. 6 is 
Joseph Joseph, a senior. No. 7 is Adadiya Ellis-Reyes, a freshman. 
No. 8 is Lois Emmanuele Badua, a junior. No. 9 is Jance Pomai 
Kajiwara-Ke, a junior. No. 11 is Jonah Beck, a senior. No. 12 is 
Buck Kala'i Ka-ne Kala, Jr, a freshman. No. 14 is Kealiikoa Reyes-Nalu, a senior. No. 15 

is Jycetin Mukini, a junior. 
No.16 is Kalem Libunao-
Martinez a sophomore.

No. 17 is Gabriel 
Sesson-Paaluhi-Young, 
a junior. No. 18 is Toby 
Kekoa-Burgos, a junior. 
No. 20 is Shyne Davis, 
a senior. No.21 is Shem-
ayah Doi, a senior. No. 22 
is Vladimir Fedruck, a 
freshman, No. 26 is Collin 
Hanshew, a junior. No. 30 
is Chaz Laakea Kajiwara-
Ke, a sophomore. No. 31 
is Dylan Davis, a junior. 
No. 32 is Dimitry Fedruk, 
a sophomore. No. 49 is 
Ocean Nihipali-Sesson, 
a sophomore. No. 50 is 
Chloe Velez, a sopho-
more. No. 51 is Shyla 
Byrd, a junior. No. 53 is 
Triton Blanco, a freshman.

No. 60 is Braysen 
Andrade, a sophomore. 
No. 61 is Alize Beck-
Chong, a senior. No. 63 
is Jysen Jara, a freshman. 
No. 64 is Caius Jensun, 
a junior. No. 66 is Micah 
Espejo, a senior. No. 67 
is Eddzachary Badua, a 
freshman. No. 69 is Jo-
cyia Bulla Mukini, a se-
nior. No. 70 is Cyrus Eder, 
a senior. No. 76 is Cody 
Ah Yee, a senior. No. 81 
is Hezekiah. Keohuloa-
Aldaya, a junior. No. 82 is 
Kelson Gallano, a senior 
and No. 89 is Ethan Bi-
ason, a senior.

KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH 

Ka‘ū Football, from pg. 5

KTA Downtown, Hilo
321 Keawe Street

808-935-3751

KTA Puainako, Hilo
50 E. Puainako Street

808-959-9111

KTA Waimea
Waimea Center
808-885-8866

KTA Kailua-Kona
Kona Coast Shopping Center

808-329-1677

KTA Waikoloa Village
Waikoloa Highlands Center

808-883-1088

KTA Keauhou, Kona
Keauhou Shopping Center

808-322-2311

KTA Express, Kealakekua
81-6602 Mamalahoa Highway

808-323-1916

www.ktasuperstores.com

Happy Holidays! 
Thank you

for your patronage. Ka‘ū High Guard 
Chloe Veles.

Keali‘ikoa Reyes Nalu, of the Trojans, punts on 4th down. Photo by Gary Bertram
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The new Nā‘ālehu Hawai'i state Public Library Build-
ing opened with a blessing on Nov. 17.

Librarian Sara Kamibayashi said it “was a lovely 
opening day. In the morning, Pastor Debbie Wong Yuen 
performed a beautiful blessing, and shared the history of 
how the Nāʻālehu Library began a few days per week at 
the fruit stand in town, then moved to the old gas station, 
then to its current location as a single-wide trailer, and 
now as the wonderful new building we have today.”

In attendance for the blessing were State Librarian 
Stacey Aldrich, state House of Representatives member 
Jeanne Kapela, and Dennis Onishi representing Gov. Da-
vid Ige. Also on hand were representatives of the USDA 
which provided grant money for the project, Executive 
Director of the Friends of the Library of Hawai‘i Nainoa 
Mau, and Sandy and Joe Demoruelle of the Friends of the 

Kaʻū Libraries.
Staff members 

Maelene Kaapana, 
Sherlene Rosario, and 
Kamibayashi untied 
the maile lei.

“The late Lisa 
Cabudol, beloved pre-
vious Nāʻālehu librar-
ian, was remembered 
for her dedication to 
the library and for be-
ginning the process 
that lead to the library's 
expansion,” said 
Kamibayashi.

The library opened 
to the public at 1 p.m. 

and welcomed a steady stream of patrons throughout the 
afternoon, with live music by Sonny Ramos and Tui Ma-
saniai, refreshments, and a lucky winner raffle. "It was a 
great day, and the staff look forward to welcoming every-
one and serving our community in our new and improved 
space," said Kamibayashi.

Hours at the Nāʻālehu Library are Mondays from 9 
a.m. to noon and 1 p .m. to 4 p.m. and Fridays noon to 4 

p.m. The Pāhala Library opens Tuesdays noon to 3 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  While a COVID vaccination card is re-
quired to enter the libraries, the staff offers door service to 
those who are unvaccinated.

Kamibayashi was named 2018 Librarian of the 
Year for the entire state. A statement from The Friends 

of Hawaiʻi Library said, 
“Sara Kamibayashi is 
anything but quiet! She 
is a warm and welcom-
ing force at the smallest 
library branch, Nāʻālehu 
Public Library on the Big 
Island. Kamibayashi is 
originally from Virginia 
and came to Hawaiʻi to 
volunteer at Volcanoes 
National Park, where she 
met her husband. In 2008, 
she earned her Masters of 
Library Science and be-
came a full-time librarian 
in 2013. Through her will-
ingness to dress up and to 
try new programs, she 
is making sure her small 

branches are well used and full of excitement.”
Kamibayashi noted: “As a State facility we are sub-

ject to the Governor’s Executive Order requiring proof of 

a COVID-19 vaccine (second shot administered at least 
two weeks beforehand), or negative results from a CO-
VID-19 test taken in the last 72 hours. We are still able to 
assist those who cannot enter the facility. We encourage 
folks to call us for more information at (808) 939-2442.”

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
New Nā‘ālehu Hawai‘i State Library Opens to the Public

Inside the new Nāʻālehu Library with security Mary Lester, 
maintenance manager Quentin Corpuz, staff Sherline Rosario and  
Maelene Kaapana, and librarian Sara Kamibayashi. 

Photo from Nā‘ālehu LibrarySara Kamibayashi (left) was honored 
as 2018 Librarian of the Year for the 
entire State of Hawai’i. 

Photo from Friends of Hawai’i Library

The new Nāʻālehu Public Library building is open on  Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m, as well as Fridays from noon to 4 
p.m.  Photo by Nā‘ālehu Public Library Branch Manager Sara Kamibayashi

Untying the maile for opening the new Nāʻālehu Library were Sara 
Kamibayashi, Sherlene Rosario and Maelene Kaapana.

Photos from Nā‘ālehu Library

Kahu Debbie Wong Yuen led the 
blessing at the opening of the 
Nā‘ālehu Library.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
See updates at 

www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents movies 

on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Gates open at 4 p.m. 
Once the car park area is full, gates will be 
closed. There will be refreshments on sale, 
such as Thai Grindz, popcorn, and candy. No 
entry or membership fee; donations accept-
ed. Attendees must join Ocean View Theater 
Club on Facebook. For details, see the Ocean 
View Community Market and Outdoor The-
ater Facebook page. 

GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for Dis-
covery Harbour Golf Course and its Club-
house: The Club offers Social Memberships, 
with future use of the clubhouse and current 
use of the pickleball courts as well as walk-
ing and running on specified areas of the golf 
course before 8 a.m. and after 3 p.m. to enjoy 
the panoramic ocean views. Golf member-
ships range from unlimited play for the avid 
golfer to casual play options. Membership 
is required to play and practice golf on the 
course. All golf memberships include Social 
Membership amenities. Membership fees are 
designed to help underwrite programs and 
improvements to the facilities. Call 808-731-
5122 or stop by the Clubhouse during busi-
ness hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at 94-1581 
Kaulua Circle. Email clubatdiscoveryhar-
bour@gmail.com. See The Club at Discov-
ery Harbour Facebook page. 

HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN TRAILS 
AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE. Drive to the 
overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park at Volcano and Kahuku units. See nps.
gov/havo.

TAKE A GUIDED WALK THROUGH A Na-
ture Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 
9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. No reservations 
for five or fewer – limited to ten people. Free; 
donations appreciated. Email programs@
volcanoartcenter.org. Garden is open to walk 
through at one’s own pace, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222.

KA‘Ū COFFEE FESTIVAL’S VIRTUAL 
PRESENCE is archived at www.kaucoffefes-
tival.com. See stories and photos of farmers 
and their orchards, a concert and classes and 
discussions about Ka’ū Coffee.

OUTDOOR MARKETS

COME SHOP AND ENJOY THE FELLOW-
SHIP at the Christmas Fair on December 
4th at New Hope Volcano Church, just 
Hilo side of Akatsuka Orchid Gardens. 
Shopping hours are 8 am - 1 pm.  From 
jam to books and from jewelry to wreaths 
with more than 25 vendors all under roof, 
shopping will be fun!https://newhopevol-
cano.com/

VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper 
Center, Volcano Village on Sundays. 6 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., with much local produce, baked 
goods, food to go, island beef and Kaʻū Cof-
fee. EBT is used for Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, formerly Food Stamps. 
Call 808-967-7800.

‘O KA’Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, 
open Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Masks. temperature checks and hand 
sanitizing required, social distancing en-
forced. No vaccination proof required. Con-
tact Sue Barnett, OKK Market Manager, at 
808-345-9374 (voice or text) or kaufarmer@
aol.com for more and to apply to vend. See 
facebook.com/OKauKakouMarket.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET, 
open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., on the corner of Kona Drive and 
Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located. 
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Naio
Myoporum sandwicense

Description: Naio is an endemic Myoporum 
species in the Scrophulariaceae (figwort) 
family. With around 30 species around the 
Indo-Pacific, three are endemic, including 
M. sandwicense, which is found on all of the 
main Hawaiian Islands except Kahoʻolawe. 
It has small whitish to purplish flowers 
(that smell like spicy sandalwood honey) 
which bloom nearly constantly and produce 
white, pink, or brownish colored fruits that 
turn golden brown when dried. The fleshy 
leaves are a rich shade of green, and range 
in length from 1.5 to 9 inches long. Naio 
are extremely variable plants from prostrate 
and shrub forms (along the coast) to tall up-
land trees. Unfortunately, in late 2008, naio 
thrips (Klambothrips myopori, a non-native 
pest from Tasmania) arrived on Hawaiʻi Is-
land, which affect naio leaves and liko (new 
growth) via leaf distortion, galling, and stem 
bubbling, eventually killing the plants. While 
much research has been and continues to be 
conducted on mitigating the thrips, there is 
no cure, and the naio populations island-
wide continue to decline. 

Uses: Naio was recognized as medicinal, used 
in conjunction with other lāʻau to treat se-
vere asthma and to aid women during child-
birth. The ʻaʻaka (yellowish wood of naio) 
is fragrant, resembling the smell of sandal-
wood. Near the end of the ʻiliahi (Hawaiian 
sandalwood) trade in the early 1840s, naio was sometimes passed off as ʻiliahi (though the deception was quickly realized). 
ʻAʻaka was used for house posts and framing, hāhā ka ʻupena (fishnet gauge), was a preferred firewood, and is still used in 
woodworking. 

Habitat: Naio can be found in a number of habitats, including coastal strand, dry forests, lava flows, mesic to wet forests, and 
even in subalpine forests between sea level and 2,380 meters (7,850 feet) elevation. Along the coast in Kaʻū, naio grows in 
its unique “naio papa” form (papa meaning low-lying or prostrate). Naio papa is impressively abundant along the coastline in 
Waiʻōhinu Ahupuaʻa, whereas the upright tree form can be admired from the highway in Kahuku (and in many of the kīpuka 
within Ocean View), as well as in the lowland dry forests of Kamāʻoa, Kawela, Kiolakaʻa, and Waiʻōhunu.

Growing and Purchasing: Naio can be grown from seeds or cuttings. Because naio produces flowers consistently, ripe seeds can 
often be found on and under existing plants (look for brown fruits, not green). After cleaning the flesh from the hard seed, soak 
seeds for 24hrs and sew in moist vermiculite, misting regularly. Seeds store for several years in the refrigerator. Naio is salt, 
wind, and drought tolerant, and will thrive with minimal watering. It would make a great hedge or specimen plant and should 
be considered as an alternative to planting (toxic) Oleander. Plants may be available for purchase at local nurseries and home 
improvement stores. 

About the artist: Joan Yoshioka says she is a conservationist at heart and has dedicated her life to preserving the na-
tive plants and animals of Hawaiʻi through her work with federal, state, and private organizations over 
the past 30+ years. She describes herself as an outdoor-lovin’ optimist, biologist/botanist, and habitual 
creator of art-stuff. She says the key to our most fundamental and truest part of ourselves is found in 
nature and she constantly draws on it for inspiration.
About the author: Jodie Rosam says she has a deep love for native plants and a passion for exploration, 
with over 15 years of experience in working in the restoration of Hawaiʻi’s forests. As a mother and an 
educator, she says the next generation has the power to lead the world to a sustainable future, and is com-
mitted to teaching her children (and others) from a place-based perspective.

Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū
Welcome to Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about Kaʻū’s native plants and their moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred 

habitats, and opportunities to adopt them for stewardship. This column seeks to encourage making new plant friends and to reunite 
with others.

Jodie RosamJoan Yoshioka

Naio, Myoporum sandwicense, by Joan Yoshioka

Masks mandatory. 100-person limit, social 
distancing required. Gate unlocked for ven-
dors at 5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations 
needed. Parking in upper lot only. Vendors 
must provide own sanitizer. Food vendor per-
mits required. Carpooling encouraged.

OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at Ocean 
View makai shopping center, near Mālama 
Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up time is 5 
a.m. Masks required.

ALOHA FRIDAY MARKETPLACE is hosted 
by Nā’ālehu Main Street on Fridays from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the grounds of the Old 
Shirakawa Estate in Wai’ōhinu. It features 

Made in Hawai’i Products, Organic Produce, 
Creative Crafts, Art, Flowers & Plants, Food, 
Music, and more. Email AlohaFridayMar-
ket@gmail.com.

THE BOOK SHACK is open every Wednesday, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. on the Kauahaʻao Congrega-
tional Church grounds, located at 95-1642 
Pinao St. in Waiʻōhinu. 

CHURCHES

THE MARSHALLESE NEW BEGINNINGS 
CHURCH has Sunday services starting at 
5 p.m., as well as Bible studies on Wednes-
days at 7 p.m. on the grounds of Ocean View 
Evangelical Community Church. The church 

is located at 92-8977 Leilani Circle in Ocean 
View. For further information, contact Pastor 
Atkin Jello at 479-316-9892. 

OCEAN VIEW EVANGELICAL COMMU-
NITY CHURCH holds services on Sundays 
at 10 a.m. In-person services follow CDC 
guidelines and Hawai’i mandates by us-
ing hand sanitizer, wearing face masks, and 
practicing social distancing. Sermons and 
additional information are posted at www.
ovevangelicalcommunity.church. Contact 
phone numbers as well as email contact infor-
mation can also be found there. The church 
is located at 92-8977 Leilani Circle and the 
church phone number is 808-939-9089.
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SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP is available 

at Waiʻōhinu’s Kauahaʻao Congregational 
Church. Parking on the lawn begins at 10 
a.m., with Worship Service starting at 10:10 
a.m. Face coverings required when usher 

comes to vehicle to pass out wor-
ship bulletin and other materials, 
and at the same time, collect any 
offering or gifts the individual(s) 
would like to give, or when leav-
ing vehicles for the restroom. 
Church provides paper fans to stay 
cool. Bring water. Catch the live-
streamed service at 10:10 a.m. 
and Praise Jam, which runs from 
9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Service is 
emailed Sunday afternoon to any-
one on the email list. Sign up by 
emailing at dwongyuen.kauahaao-
church@gmail.com or call 928-
8039 or 937-2155. Service is also 
online on facebook and on FM 
98.1 radio.
ST. JUDE’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN OCEAN VIEW 
celebrates worship in person and 
online, sometimes exclusively on-
line. Services begin at 9:30 a.m. on 
Sundays. Here is the zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8579
8655114?pwd=QW5YSmQwNF
AyWVZud3QvSVBiNXJ0Zz09.  
Meeting ID: 857 9865 5114; 

Passcode: Aloha. The Sunday service is also 
broadcast on Facebook through the St. Jude’s 
web page at http://www.stjudeshawaii.org. 
The hot showers and food events have been 
canceled until further notice.

Live Wreaths from Volcano
Volcano Art Center is offering artist-designed live wreaths for 
the holidays. See them at the gallery. See story on Page 14.
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given are warm blankets and games that 
will encourage families to spend time to-
gether, said Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū 
President Terry-Lee Shibuya.  

"Let the Christmas spirit reign!” added 
Shibuya, who is determined to make the 
event successful and safe.  She shared that 
volunteers' temperatures will be checked, 
and they will wear masks. Drive-thru par-
ticipants are also required to wear a masks 
and stay in their vehicles during the event.

Event sponsors along with Hana Lau-
lima Lāhui O Kaʻū are Catholic Charities 
Hawaiʻi, Jonathan Dale Miller Foundation, 
Punaluʻu Bakery and Coldwell Banker Is-
land Properties. 

This event follows two other smaller 
food distributions Hana Laulima Lāhui 
O Kaʻū executed this Fall funded by the 
Hawaiʻi Island United Way Emergency 
Food and Shelter Program. The nonprofit 
partnered with Patty Fujimoto and Hana 
Hou Restaurant which prepared 100 fam-

ily-sized meals while HLLOK volunteers 
passed them out to those in need.

Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū con-
tinues to work toward their larger goal of 
creating a Hawaiian Cultural Center for the 
Kaʻū community. Last Spring, HHLOK 
was awarded a grant from the East Hawai‘i 
Fund of the Hawai‘i Community Founda-
tion to provide online Hawaiian culture-

Hana Laulima, from pg. 1

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou and the Nā‘ālehu Hub 
continue their run to feed people three 
times a week from Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji.

OKK president Wayne Kawachi said 
that new sponsors recently joined OKK 
to support approximately 90 meals each 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Sponsors 
include Kendis Kao of Honu‘apo Founda-
tion; Eva Liu, of Ulu Ka‘u Farms; Nā‘ālehu 
Hongwanji; and Cindy Cui, Charter Presi-
dent of Silicon Valley Global Innovation 
Lion Club. Past supporters included Vi-
brant Hawai‘i. 

OKK also works with Ulu Ka’u Farm 

Nā‘ālehu Hub Draws New Support to Feed People in Ka‘ū
to provide fresh produce to people coming 
to Nā‘ālehu Hub.

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou will host a giving 
Wednesday before Christ-
mas at its Wednesday 
Market on Dec. 22.

Everyone entering 
the market will be able 
to receive a certificate, in 
a drawing, with some of 
them good for gifts from 
sponsors and vendors and others good for 

$3 and more to be used to purchase from 
vendors that day.

OKK supported Ka‘ū 
High & Pāhala Elementary 
in its Thanksgiving food 
giveaway and is supporting 
other non-profits during the 
holidays, said its President 
Wayne Kawachi.

Ka‘ū Roping & Riding, which spon-
sors rodeos and other equestrian events 
at Nā‘ālehu Rodeo Grounds, will host a 
Christmas Parade through the camps of 
Nā‘ālehu on Sunday, Dec. 19 at sundown. 
ATV’s, trucks and other ranch vehicles 
will participate, decorated with lights.

There will be a Santa Claus handing 
out gifts along the way, with support from 
‘O Ka‘ū Kākou, said organizer Tammy 
Ka‘apana.

Paniolo Sponsor 
Christmas Parade OKK Market Gives Christmas Gifts

Discovery Harbour Community Asso-
ciation will host a Holiday Parade of Lights 
on Saturday, Dec. 18. It starts at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Center with photographs and rolls into 
the neighborhood beginning at 6 p.m.

Noisemakers, bells,  boomboxes are 
welcome to help spread the cheer, along with 
candy for the spectators. The parade will be 
followed by cookies, punch and caroling at 
Discovery Harbour Community Center.

See www.discoveryharbour.net and Dis-
covery Harbour Owners facebook for route 
map. Participants are urged to follow all 
CDC and County of Hawai‘i COVID rules.

Discovery Harbour Puts On a Holiday Parade of Lights

based education sessions and helped to sup-
port a virtual hoʻolauleʻa.

Supporters of Nā‘ālehu Hub and ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou visit the Ulu Ka’u Farms above Nā‘ālehu where 
vegetables are grown to give away. Left to right are Dr. Cindy Cui, Charter President of SVG Innova-
tion Lions Club; Yuankai Liu, Chair of American Chamber of Commerce of Chinese Medicine; Wayne 
Kawachi of ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou; Scott Cao, renowned violin and ‘ukulele maker; and Eva Liu, owner of the 
farm.   Photo from Ulu Ka’u Farms 
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Ocean View’s Christmas 
destination is, once again, open 
for awesome viewing. Kaida 
Houvener, who has, for the past 
15 years, filled his yard with 
holiday icons and lights galore 
- while filling many hearts with 
joy - has once again, exceeded 
all expectations.

He began putting out his 
myriad of decorations the day 
after Halloween, and had the 
massive job completed by 
Thanksgiving. His one-acre 
yard has about 12 Santas on dis-
play - some are blow-ups, some 
have sleighs and one wears a 
grass hula skirt and dances to 
music. Perhaps the most eye-
catching part of an impressive 
display of eye candy, is a huge 
castle with 14 cut-out princesses 
standing around the turret.  

This year Houvener has 
added about 300 new colored 
lights, bringing his estimated to-
tal to 1,500. He has two genera-
tors running to supply the power 
to keep the lights on and the 
blow-ups inflated.  Since he is 
rapidly running out of available 
juice, he is now favoring adding 
cut-outs to the display as they 
don’t need power.  This year he 
added 60 new elves - each one is about two 

feet tall. He has a group of “party elves”, 
a group of “dabbing” elves and even a few 

wearing masks. Since the same 
elves will appear year after year, 
the Covid era will become a per-
manent part of his display for 
years to come.

“My wife, Michelle, is the 
artist. She designs the cut-outs 
and paints them on plywood. 
All I do is the cutting”, explains 
Houvener.  He now has 99 cut-
outs on display.

The display, located on the 
corner of Lehua and Palm in 
Ocean View, is open for viewing 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., weather 
permitting. On December 23 
and 24, Santa himself will be 
walking about, greeting kids 
and he will use a pulley system 
to give candy to keikis while 
also social distancing. He will 
start taking down the display a 
few days after Christmas.

New this year is a 16-foot 
train that Houvener installed 
just inside his fence. The track 
is 40 feet long and there is a 
crank handle poking through 
the fence that keikis can turn to 
move the train back and forth on 
the tracks.  

He has a mailbox where let-
ters to Santa can be mailed, and 

donations can be dropped off. The day after 
Christmas he will visit the box stores and 
snap up the marked-down Christmas deco-
rations to add further extravagance to the 
following year’s display.  

“It all started with a blow-up Grinch, 
and then I kept adding onto that and I’m 
still adding and I just kept going”, explained 
Houvener.

“I do this for the children. Its all about 
making the kids smile. Some people who 
first viewed my yard when they were kids 
are now bringing their kids here.

“I get a lot of comments all around the 
town. People come to the shop and share 
their joy with me. I get stopped in stores and 
people make comments like ‘You outdid 
yourself this year, Kaida’ so I know this is 
well received in the community”, he added.

When not home with his Santas, elves, 
princesses, and his train, Houvener is the 
manager of South Point U Cart, which sup-
plies concrete, propane, and rental tools to 
Ocean View and nearby towns.   Pre-Covid, 
he would also dress as Santa and hand out 
gifts at events in the town.

Ocean View Christmas Destination Lights Up the Season

Kaida Houvener, the mind and spirit behind the annual Christmas extrava-
ganza pauses from the never-ending task of keeping his display in order.  High 
winds can wreck havoc with many of the blowups and other fragile images he 
puts out each year.   Photo by Annie & Peter Bosted

A Stocking & Book Party will be held 
at St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean 
View on Saturday, Dec. 11 from 10 a.m. un-

til noon, or until all gifts are 
gone.

The stocking and books 
will be handed out to those 
who drive up Kekoa from 
the Ocean View Kahuku 
Park, as a drive thru.

Those who want to help 
stuff the Christmas stocking 
can join in on Dec. 4.

Another way to give 
is to purchase $10 poinset-

tias in memory of 
a loved one. They 
will be displayed 
at the church on 
Christmas Eve. 

St. Jude’s is 
located at 92-8606 
Paradise Circle in 
Ocean View. Call 
808-939-7000.

St. Jude’s Offers
Stockings, Books
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ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY IN KA‘U
Twenty-five years of conservation, 

much of it on the Ka‘ū Coast, is explained 
in Lonoikamakahiki: Celebrating the Sea-
son with Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund. The re-
view of the non-profit’s history, released 
by its President and Program Director 
Megan Lamson and its Co-founder and 
Executive Director Hannah Bernard, says: 
“As we close our 25th year of conservation 
in Hawaiʻi Nei, Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund is 
more successful than ever thanks to con-
tinued community engagement, NGO part-
nerships, generous volunteer service, and 
the support from businesses, foundations, 
and caring people...”  

HWF lists highlights from the past 
quarter century that include:
• Protected hundreds of threatened green 

turtles and educated thousands of visi-
tors on Pono (respectful) wildlife view-
ing practices;

• Removed over 360 tons of marine de-
bris from the shores of Hawai‘i, Maui, 
Midway and Lalo with more than 
50,000 documented volunteer hours;

• Won a landmark Clean Water Act case 
at the U.S. Supreme Court;

• Recovered miles of sensitive coastal 
habitat by protecting native plants, re-
moving predators, installing fences, 
and restoring native wildlife;

• Reached more than 4,060 K-12 stu-
dents on Hawai‘i, Maui and O‘ahu;

• Trained hundreds of marine naturalists 
and interns, and educated more than 
a million visitors and residents about 

marine ecosystems through HWF field-
work and outreach activities.

• Assisted in setting marine policy at lo-
cal, state and national levels; and

• Hosted five international science 
symposia.
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund lists accom-

plishments in 2021 on this island: 
• Hosted bimonthly seed collection 

workdays, saving seeds from over 20 
different coastal plants in partnership 
with the Hawai‘i Island Seed Bank;

• Removed thousands of invasive plants 
from within 130 acres of biodiverse 
native coastal strand vegetation with-
in the Ka‘ū Forest Reserve and along 
the banks of two coastal wetlands on 

Hawai‘i;
• Hosted 44 youth on Hawai‘i Island 

during five environmental education 
service-learning workdays related to 
HWF's Marine Debris Keiki Education 
& Outreach (MDKEO) and Hawaiian 
Coastal Ecosystems (HCE) programs;
HWF also continued to convert envi-

ronmental education activities to virtual 
platforms and "visited" multiple classrooms 
across three islands for zoom, and drafted 
a new Hawaiian Wetland Waterbirds unit 
(GK-3) that will be ready to share soon. 
Most all of the programs are available for 
students / educators on HWF'S website and 
YouTube channel.

Updated HWF's social media plat-

forms on a news website at www.wildha-
waii.org, including 28 blogs about turtles, 
debris, plants, partners, and other wildlife 
and HWF activities since last year. 

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund accepts do-
nations at https://www.wildhawaii.org/
donate/

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Celebrates 25 Years of Conservation

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund, known for cleaning up the Kaʻū Coast and protecting hawksbill turtles and 
many other species, has commented on plans for Punalu‘u and issued a review of Hawai‘i Wildlife 
Fund's 25-year history.   Photo from Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund

with overuse from excessive tourism. How-
ever, the potential impacts to native wildlife 
and coastal ecosystems should not be disre-
garded. We humbly ask that the County and 
State require adequate and current surveys 
to be conducted prior to granting an SMA 
permit, and to only move forward in good 
consciousness that local native wildlife will 
not be negatively impacted.”

See the complete proposal that has been 
withdrawn at http://kaucalendar.com/news/
SMAABlack_Sands_10_2021.pdf.

A letter of concern, written in 2006, re-
garding past Punalu‘u development propos-
als was also sent by Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund 
to the current county Planning Director. It 

was written to then Planning Director Chris 
Yuen by then-graduate student Lamson who 
is now President of Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund. 
The projects were SeaMountain Five in 
2006 and Punalu‘u Resort in 1988.

HWF said the documents from 1988 
and 2006 are “not only outdated, they were 
(in the case of the 2006 DEIS) also a ma-
jor source of conflict in the community and 
lacking in sound scientific data collection 
methodology.”

In the 2006 letter, Lamson wrote to 
then-Planning Director that the Draft En-
vironmental Impact Statement presented 
for the SeaMountain development “does 
injustice to the needs of the surrounding 
community and the myriad of natural and 

cultural resources that will be compromised 
if accepted as-is. As the person responsible 
for making the heavily contested decision 
of accepting or rejecting the DEIS, please 
reason that a more thorough analysis will 
shed additional light on the devastation at 
Punalu‘u that this project will bring. Per-
haps this may even inspire the developers 
to reconsider the massive scale and inappro-
priateness of their current proposal.”

See the complete Environmental Im-
pact Statement for the Punalu‘u Resort sub-
mitted by C. Brewer in 1988 at http://oeqc2.
doh.hawaii.gov/EA_EIS_Archive/1988-
04-DD-HA-FEIS-Punaluu-Resort-Vol-2.
pdf

Punalu‘u Surveys, from pg. 2
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Hawai‘i Health officials are keeping a 
close eye on Omicron, the new coronavirus 
varient. The World Health Organization 
describes it as highly transmissible and a 
virus of concern like the Delta variant. As 
of early December, it has been found in 
Hawai‘i, New York, California and numer-
ous other states and in Europe, Asia, Africa 
and Australia.

Major drug companies said they are 
getting ready to tackle the challenge of 
creating or modifying their vaccines and 
treatments, should Omicron be resistant to 
current vaccines and treatments.

The threat of a rapidly spreading vari-
ant comes as Hawai‘i is loosening Covid 
restrictions and travel requirements. 

With the sudden emergence of Omi-
cron, European, Asian and Pacific coun-
tries, Canada and the U.S. quickly threw 
up travel bans from South African coun-
tries where the Omicron was first discov-
ered and is requiring testing and quarantin-
ing for citizens returning from that region. 

Japan banned all foreign visitors.
With Europe experiencing another 

wave of COVID, with some of the highest 
daily Delta rates during the pandemic, new 
lockdown orders and other restrictions are 
being implemented.

State of Hawai‘i’s Department of 

Health officials say that vaccines are effec-
tive against the Delta and may be effective 
against Omicron. The state health director 
urged those who are unvaccinated to take 
the jabs and those who are to get a booster.

Vaccines and boosters are available 
for everyone five years and older at Longs/
CVS in Pāhala, Kaʻū Hospital Rural Health 
Clinic and Bay Clinic as well as upcoming 
vaccination events.

Flu shots, Covid vaccines and boost-
ers will be offered free at Hawaiian Maca-
damia Nut Services on the corner of Maile 
and Pikake Streets in Pāhala on Wednes-
day, Dec. 8. The focus is to vaccinate chil-
dren, five and older, but everyone is wel-
come. KTA pharmacy is also a sponsor of 
the event.

Lt. Gov. Josh Green, Md. noted that 
Omicron had not been detected in Hawai‘i 
and that the statewide positivity rate for 
COVID has fallen to 1.3 percent, much 
lower than the 6 percent on the mainland. 

Health Officials Brace for New Omicron Variant

An ease of COVID-19 rules was an-
nounced in late November by Mayor 
Mitch Roth, following Gov. David Ige 
agreeing to let counties make their own 
rules without his approvals.

A statement from the Mayor's of-
fice noted that in November there was a 
gradual reduction in the number of new 
COVID-19 cases, declining to a seven-day 
average of 12 new cases per day and a test 
positivity rate of 2.4 percent. By Nov. 29 
more than 63 percent of Hawai‘i Island 
residents had completed vaccinations.

However, the Mayor’s statement 
noted that more than 87,585 people in the 
Hawaiian Islands have contracted COVID 
and there have been at least 1,018 deaths 
attributed to COVID in this state. He also 
pointed to the spread of COVID resulting 
in increased hospitalization and strained 
health care resources. “As a result, it has 
become necessary to continue restrictions. 
with a gradual modification of our Emer-
gency Rule that recognizes progress being 
made.”

Mayor Eases
COVID Rules

Kai Kahele, from pg. 13
Reach More People
Contact us for Ka‘ū Calendar ad rates and space reservation 
808-928-6471 or email: mahalo@aloha.net COVID Rules, pg. 15



Page 14 December, 2021 The Ka‘ū Calendarwww.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Volume 19, Number 11 December 2021The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
KA PEPA VOLCANO

december Events
                                                                                                                                                      
Exhibit: Volcano Art Center’s 22nd 
Annual Wreath Exhibition continues 
through the month of December in 
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park         
12/4 - Stained Glass Kits with Claudia 
McCall
12/5, 12, 19 - Make Your Own 
Glass Mosaic with Michael Reeder             
12/15 - Sculpture Garden Tour
12/18 --Holiday Gift - Silk Scarf Painting 
12/29 -- Sculpture Garden Tour                                                

Office in Volcano Village: 
(808) 967-8222

Gallery in HVNP: 
(808) 967-7565

volcanoartcenter.org/shop

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN! 

Visit our website for current hours

By popular demand, Kīlauea Drama & 
Entertainment Network will present Radio 
Plays for the Holidays, Friday and Satur-
day Dec. 10 – 11 at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday 
Dec.12 at 2:30 p.m. in Kīlauea Military 
Camp's Kīlauea Theater. The plays are 
from the 1930's, 40's, and 50's and follow a 
holiday theme.

“KDEN is trying to keep on perform-
ing throughout the uncertainty of the pan-
demic. We are thrilled to be bringing this 
fun entertainment for the holidays as we 
miss being able to present the Volcano Fes-
tival Chorus’ annual concert,” says KDEN 
Board President Karl Halemano. “This is 
now our third set of these radio plays. Au-
diences have loved the experience of the 

past two and keep asking for more.”
The plays to be performed are Twas 

the Night Before Christmas, based on a sto-
ry by Paul Galico, The Meanest Man in the 
World by Augustin MacHugh and The Visit 
of St. Nick based on the famous Christmas 
poem by Clement C. Moore. Between the 
plays there will be Christmas caroling ac-
companied by Melanie Oldfather.

The actors will be playing numerous 
roles at microphones with scripts in hand 
and live sound effects. The cast features 
local favorites Joy and Murphy Bierman; 
Stephen Bond; Deb Campbell; Kathy 
Frankovic; Nathan Friday; Hal Glatzer; 
Sam Hall; Ariana and Joel Kelley; Ben, 
Sherie, Cadence, Toby and Sean McMil-

lan; Kendra Obermaier; Mark Rawlings; 
and Ray Ryan.

Tickets are $15. Reservations are high-
ly recommended and can be made by call-
ing 808 982-7344 or emailing kden73@
aol.com

KDEN is following all protocols to 
keep people safe. Seats in the theater have 
blocked off creating 6-foot blocks between 
available seats. Temperature checks will be 
done at the door. Masks are required. Sani-
tation stations will be at the door and also 
at the bathrooms. The doors to the theater 
will be left open for ventilation. Layers are 
recommended as it will be chilly.

Holiday Radio Plays Take the Stage at Kīlauea Theater

Christmas in the Country with the 
annual wreath exhibit is open at Volcano 
Art Center Gallery. This group exhibition 
presents one-of-a-kind wreaths in a vari-

Christmas in the Country Hosts Wreath 
Exhibit, Expands to Niaulani Campus

ety of imaginative media, techniques, and 
styles. This year’s theme is Fantastical 
Forests! The exhibit continues celebrating 
wreaths and gift items through the month 
of December at VAC Gallery in Hawai‘i’s 
Volcanoes National Park daily except for 
Christmas Day.

Christmas in the Country has expand-
ed to Niaulani Campus. Come to “celebrate 
the spirit of the holidays for the upcoming 
year 2022!” Enjoy handmade art and gifts 
by Hawai‘i’s local artists daily through De-
cember except for Christmas Day.

Kīlauea Military Camp invites the 
public to stroll among its stone and wood-
en cottages with fireplaces and outdoor 
holiday decorations and lighting. It’s a 
contest among staff members, and pedes-
trians can vote on their favorite and win 
prizes.

For Christmas dining, KMC offers a 
Christmas Dinner, Saturday, Dec. 25 from 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m. in the Crater Rim Café, 
located in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Dinners will be both dine-in and 
dinners-to-go. KMC is open to all autho-
rized patrons and sponsored guests. Social 
distancing requirements are in place. Park 
entrance fees may apply.

Offerings are: A Dine-In Prime Rib, 
Lamb Stew, Mashed Potatoes, Apple Crisp 
and a Beverage; a Grab & Go Ham Dinner 
for a family with 9 lb. Glazed Ham, Stuff- A classic Hawaiian Christmas display at KMC where cottages are decorated with lights for strolling.

Photo by Izaskun Levy

Dine, Stroll Down KMC Cottage Lane for Holiday Lights & Images

ing and Cranberry Sauce, 
Corn on the Cob, Mashed 
Potatoes and Gravy, with 
Apple Crisp; or a Grab & 
Go Turkey Dinner with 
10-12 lb. Roasted Turkey, 
Stuffing and Cranberry 
Sauce, Corn on the Cob, 
Mashed Potatoes and Gra-
vy, with an Apple Crisp.

A New Year’s Day 
Brunch will be offered on 
Saturday, Jan 1 from 7 a.m. 
to noon, with Ham, Cajun 
Salmon, Vegetarian Quiche 
with Hollandaise Sauce, 
Herb Roasted Buttered Po-
tatoes, Waffles, Fresh Fruit 
and Yogurt Parfait, and a 

A traditional tree and snowman front a KMC cot-
tage for the holidays. Photo by Izaskun Levy

Beverage. The Kids Meal Option offers 
Waffles, Bacon, Herb Roasted Buttered 
Potatoes and Beverage for children 6-11 
years of age.  

Reservations are required for all 
by calling 967-8371. Deadline to order 
Christmas Dinners to Go: Dec. 10.



The Ka‘ū Calendar Page 15December, 2021www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Reach More People

Contact us for rates and space reservation
808-928-6471 or 

email: mahalo@aloha.net

Viewing from the closest vantage point, the Keanakākoʻi side of Kīlauea caldera requires a one-mile 
walk each way.     NPS Photo/Janice Wei

Volcanoes National Park spokesper-
son Jessica Ferracane says, “It’s supposed 
to be the most wonderful time of the year, 
but when parking lots are full, roads are 
temporarily closed due to congestion and 
visitors bump into each other on trails 
and overlooks, the holiday spirit can take 
a dive. This season, Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park helps you plan like a park 

ranger with five insightful tips to help you 
navigate the festive season.” Here are the 
five tips for visiting Hawai‘i Volcanoes:

Be flexible. Have a Plan B and even 
a Plan C. The eruption at the summit of 
Kīlauea is showing no signs of taking time 
off for the holidays. During peak times, 
expect parking lots to be full and for tem-
porary road closures when parking lots at 
Devastation Trail and Puʻupuaʻi overflow 
with vehicles backed up onto roadways. 
Avoid the peak times of sunrise and sunset 
and come at an unconventional time, like 4 
a.m., or after 8 p.m. If there is no parking, 

Unwrap Those Ranger Tips when Visiting Hawai‘i Volcanoes
visit another area in the park and try again 
later. HVNP is open 24 hours a day.

Plan ahead. Explore the park website, 
www.nps.gov/hawaiivolcanoes well be-
fore arrival. Ferracane notes, “It’s like a 
stocking stuffed with favorite things: what 
to bring, information on uncrowded park 
areas away from the eruption site, direc-
tions, how to dress and more.”

Download the free app. The NPS has 
a free app with tools to explore more than 
400 national parks across the country, and 
“the Hawaiʻi Volcanoes app is as sweet as 
a candy cane,” says Ferracane. “Self-guid-
ed tours, alerts and other valuable informa-
tion is like having a ranger in your pocket. 
You can even send a postcard without a 
stamp right from your phone!” Download 
the app in the iOS App Store and Google 
Play Store.

Be respectful. Kīlauea and Mauna Loa 
are cherished by many people, including 
kānaka maʻoli (Native Hawaiians). Con-
sider others before taking photos, and use 
an “indoor voice” when sharing overlooks 
with others. Listen for rumbling lava, the 
singing forest birds and the wind through 
the trees.

Stay safe and recreate responsibly. 
Erupting volcanoes can be dangerous and 
activity can change at any time. Volcanic 
gas, sinkholes, steep unstable cliff edges 
and earth cracks all present hazards. Stay 
on trail and do not enter closed areas. 

Maintain social distance of six feet from 
others and wear a mask to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. If sick, visit another 
day. Masks are required in all park build-
ings and several overlooks.

“With a little planning and plenty of 
flexibility, the first-time visitor or the long-
time resident can have a memorable visit 

to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park this 
holiday season. Please recreate responsi-
bly, respect wildlife and each other, and 
wear a mask when in crowded outdoor 
areas where social distancing cannot be 
maintained,” says Ferracane. See www.
nps.gov  

Crowded Crater Rim Drive.  NPS photo

Keanakakoi side of Kīlauea and visitors.   NPS Photo by Janice Wei

The new rule says businesses, op-
erations and activity sponsors can protect 
their employees and customers by requir-
ing proof of vaccination or a recent nega-
tive COVID test of employees or custom-
ers as as condition of entry.

Restaurants, bars, food courts and 
other eating establishment must still re-
quire face coverings for employees and 
customers, except when actively eating or 
drinking.

The new rule allows social gatherings 
up to 25 persons indoors and 100 outdoors. 
Except when special permission has been 
granted, larger indoor and outdoor venues 

must remain closed. Nightclubs remain 
closed. Road races, including marathons 
and triathlons are not allowed unless spe-
cial permission is approved. Those seeking 
special permission must show insurance 
and a plan.

 At county parks and recreational fa-
cilities, face coverings are not required at 
indoor and outdoor venues when people 
are actively participating in recreational 
and exercise activities. When not exercis-
ing, even at beach parks, face masks are 
required.

In places of worship, persons of dif-
ferent households must remain at least six 
fee apart and everyone must wear a mask.

COVID Rules, from pg. 13
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The FDA has authorized the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5 and above. 

HawaiiCOVID19.com/Vaccine

Hoku and Emma, COVID-19 survivors

Your child’s life
      is precious.

Don’t wait. Vaccinate.

place for hawksbill turtles, as well as a 
gathering place for local families. It is the 
site of the popular regional county park.

Liu said that she also recognizes the 

importance of the large Punalu‘u prop-
erty for economic development in the 
community.

The Public Access, Open Space & 
Natural Resources program  acquires 

special properties with funds from two 
percent of property taxes generated on 
this island. Funding and management of 

the properties is often in partnership with 
other government agencies, non-profits 
and private donors. 


