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Wild weather hit Kaʻū with flash flooding at ranches and farms, on the weekend 
of Jan 12, with roads torn up and streams breaching their banks to carve new paths 
through the land.

Phil Becker, President of the Kaʻū Farm Bureau, reported 17 inches of rain at 
the Aikane coffee farm and ranch. 
He said he and Merle found 1,500 to 
2,000 feet of fencing taken down by 
the storm.

He said he wants to thank Ray 
Mizuno and his county road team for 
cleaning up the old cane haul road 
between Pāhala and Nāʻālehu. Beck-
er noted damage to rural bridges, in-
cluding one near his home.

Becker said he has never before 
seen such a stream of vehicles that 
steadily traveled on the mountain 
bypass during the nearly 24 hours 
from Saturday night into Sunday 
when Hwy 11 was closed with flood-
ing at Kāwā Flats. It was one of the 
longest periods with Hwy 11 closed 
at Kāwā Flats in recent memory. The 
water was so deep that a school bus 

Ag Easement Preserves Land Above Kaʻū Coast

Governor Declares New Urgency for the ʻĀina in State of State
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Wild Weather Soaks Kaʻū, Shuts Highway

Conserving scenic agricultural land 
above the Kaʻū Coast has been achieved 
at Kāwala. The 772 acres of pasture, ex-
tending from Nāʻālehu toward the shore-
line, is preserved in perpetuity for agri-
culture and cultural preservation through 
a Conservation Easement. 

The announcement was made in early 
Jaunary by Ala Kahakai Trail Association, 
Kuahiwi Ranch, the Freeman Foundation, 
and The Trust for Public Land. The Free-
man Foundation provided financial sup-
port for the purchase, facilitated by The 
Trust for Public Land. The Conservation 
Easement is held by Ala Kahakai Trail As-
sociation and Ho‘omalu Ka‘ū.

Keoni Fox, Director of Ala Kahakai 
Trail Association, said, "This conserva-
tion easement will preserve sections of an 
ancient trail system that connect the fer-
tile fields of Nāʻālehu with abundant ma-
rine resources along the coastline includ-
ing a culturally significant landscape with 
ancient Hawaiian sites and iwi kupuna 
(burials). My own kūpuna (ancestors) are 
buried here, so protecting Kāwala and its 
burial sites is especially meaningful to my 
‘ohana."

Wendy Scott-Vance, President of 
Ho‘omalu Ka‘ū, said "We are committed 
to working with Kuahiwi Ranch, the Ka‘ū 
community, and Kāwala descendants to 
steward this wahi pana and perpetuate 
Ka‘ū's culture for generations to come."

Kuahiwi Ranch recently purchased 
the 772 acre Kāwala property for pasture 
for its grass-fed beef. "While the family 
was excited about the purchase," stated 
the announcement, "it was a stretch finan-
cially. Kuahiwi Ranch asked The Trust 
for Public Land for assistance to restrict 
future land use to agriculture with a Con-
servation Easement."

Michelle Galimba of Kuahiwi Ranch 
said, "We are extremely grateful to the 
Freeman Foundation for generously sup-
porting our Ranch's vision. Proceeds from 
the Conservation Easement will reduce 
our family's debt incurred to buy the land 
and allow us to reinvest in our ranch. Our 
family is passionate about growing free-
range, grass fed beef and contributing to 
Hawai‘i's food security. We are commit-
ted to partnering with the Ala Kahakai 
Trail Association and the broader commu-

"A new urgency for the ʻāina" 
was proclaimed by Gov. David Ige 
in his State of the State address. 
"Like our host culture, we sustain 
our environment by protecting 
it," said the governor, speaking at 
the state Capitol. More from his 
speech in January:

Forest Preserves, pg. 4

Kona Hema, Kaʻū Forests Draw
Donations from Private Donors 

Kaʻū and Kona Hema Forest Preser-
vation efforts received a $45,000 contri-
bution at the end of 2019, marking dona-
tions of almost $500,000 over the last 15 
years by The Karasik Family Foundation. 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Robbins, represent-
ing The Karasik Family Foundation, gave 
the donations to The Nature Conservancy, 
which stewards 12,000 acres of native for-
est on the slopes of Mauna Loa.

A statement from the Conservancy 
says that the Karasik gift provides "dra-
matic and ongoing recovery" of The Na-
ture Conservancy's Kona Hema and Kaʻū 
preserves, which provide fresh water for 
people and vital habitat for native forest 
birds and other native species.

"We are grateful to the Karasik Fam-
ily Foundation for investing in Hawaiʻi 
Island's future by understanding the impor-
tance of healthy native forests," said The 
Nature Conservancy of Hawaiʻi Executive 
Director Ulalia Woodside.

In 2019, the Conservancy's 8,240-acre 
Kona Hema Preserve celebrated its 20th 
anniversary. Purchased in three parcels be-
tween 1999 to 2003, the preserve has been 
transformed from former pastureland to 
a thriving native forest. TNC has erected 
25 miles of exterior and interior fences, 
removed all feral animals, cleared 620 
acres of invasive weeds, restored 350 acres 
of pastureland to koa forest, and planted 

Ag Easement, pg. 10

Real economic benefit for working-
class families and individuals is the aim 
of eight bills in the 2020 state Senate and 
House of Representatives' joint legisla-
tive package. They were introduced in 
late January:

HB2541 and SB3102 seek to help 
working families. The legislation would 
make the state earned income tax credit 
refundable and permanent, and increase 
and amend the refundable food/excise tax 
credit by basing the amount of the credit 

on a taxpayer's Hawaiʻi earned income, 
rather than federal adjusted gross income. 
The bills would Increase the minimum 
wage rate to $11 per hour beginning Jan. 
1, 2021, $12 beginning Jan. 1, 2022, 
$12.50 beginning Jan. 1, 2023, and $13 
beginning Jan. 1, 2024.

HB2542 and SB3104 relate to land 
development. They would authorize the 
Hawaiʻi Housing Finance and Develop-
ment Corp. to lease real property for a pe-
riod not to exceed 99 years for the devel-

opment of projects that include affordable 
housing. They would require HHFDC to 
submit a report to the legislature that iden-
tifies all state lands that may be developed 
for multi-unit dwellings.

The legislation would authorize is-
suing $75 million in general obligation 
bonds, with proceeds used for affordable 
housing infrastructure in Hawaiʻi County 
and other counties with a resident popula-
tion of 500,000 or less. The bills would 
authorize a state or county department or 

agency to petition the appropriate county 
land use decision-making authority, rath-
er than the Land Use Commission, for a 
change in the boundary of a district in-
volving land areas between 15 acres and 
25 acres where the majority of the devel-
opment would be for affordable housing. 

The bills would also authorize the 
state Historic Preservation Division to 
delegate responsibility of historic pres-
ervation project reviews to the impacted 

State Senate, House & Governor Promise to Help Working Families
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The transition from sugar to small farms 
in Hawaiʻi received mention in the State 
of the State address. This Kaʻū Coffee 
Farm was started by local coffee pio-
neers Francis and Trinidad Marques. 

Photo by Julia Neal

"Stewardship of the ʻāina has always 
been a central part of public policy here in 
Hawaiʻi. It is embedded in our state motto 
and in the awareness of our children from 
an early age. The life of our lands has al-
ways depended on right thinking and a 
love of this place we call home.

"But there is a new danger threatening 
the ̒ āina, and it comes from climate change. 
No one need tell us how global warming is 
directly impacting our lives or the lives of: 

ʻĀina, pg. 15

As rain moved in to Kaʻū offsetting the drying winds, these rainbows colored skies above Pāhala 
Preschool.                                                                                                                   Photo by Kirk Slack

A rushing stream in Wood Valley. Photo by Julia Neal Wild Weather, pg. 15

Working Families, pg. 5
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Grantstation membership is free to 
County of Hawaiʻi residents and orga-
nizations. The county Department of 
Research & Development has secured 
free access to the "premiere online da-
tabase with information about grant 
awards and funding opportunities from 
public and private sources." To begin 
registration, complete the online form 
at hawaiicounty.wufoo.com/forms/
s10wlr6e1l99g3t/. Contact Marcia 
Yoshiyama at marcia.yoshiyama@ha-
waiicounty.gov for assistance.

Grantstation: Public 
Funding  & Database

New Market Tax Credit Would Invest in Native Communities
New investments in native commu-

nities is the goal of a bill introduced last 
month by Senators Mazie Hirono and Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska), co-sponsored by 
Senators Brian Schatz and Dan Sullivan 
(R-Alaska). The bipartisan Inspiring Na-
tionally Vibrant Economies Sustaining 
Tribes Act aims to promote new invest-
ments in American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian communities through 
the New Markets Tax Credit program.

The INVEST Act would establish a 10 
percent set-aside within the NMTC pro-
gram for Native Community Development 
Financial Institutions and other qualified 

entities to invest in Native communities. 
The bill would also support technical as-
sistance for those Native CFDIs.

In Hawaiʻi, the NMTC program has 

provided tens of millions of dollars to sup-
port the construction and development of 
health centers, clean energy projects, and 
other community initiatives. Recently en-
acted spending legislation reauthorized the 
NMTC program at $5 billion in 2020.

The bill has been endorsed by the 
Native CDFI Network, the Native Ameri-
can Finance Officers Association, and the 
Alaska Federation of Natives.

Hirono said, "The New Markets Tax 
Credit program has been an effective tool 

for promoting community development 
and economic growth across the country, 
but more can be done to ensure Native 
communities share in that success. Under 
this legislation, Native Hawaiian commu-
nities in our state and other Native commu-
nities across the country will benefit from 
new access to much-needed resources. I 
am proud to join Senator Murkowski to 
introduce this legislation to support Native 
communities and build on the program's 
success."

Homeshare Seeks Seniors with Rooms to Rent
The new homesharing Hawaiʻi non-

profit seeks to connect those seeking hous-
ing with seniors who have a room to rent. 
The Homesharing Hawaiʻi pilot project is 
under the nonprofit Hawaiʻi Intergeneration-
al Network. Pacific Business News reported 

that Homesharing Hawaiʻi "will identify 
seniors looking to share their homes, while 
providing screening and matching services, 
follow-up assessments, and interviews with 
stakeholders to better understand how home-
sharing can benefit Hawaiʻi's residents."

Chuck Larson, former executive direc-
tor of Seagull Schools, came out of retire-
ment to be president of the nonprofit. Larson 
told PBN: "We have policies in place that 
make people feel safe – for both the home 

owner and renter." He told PBN that pairs 
embark on a "camping trip," where the rent-
er stays with the home owner for two weeks 
to "test it out and to see if they're compatible. 
It's a hard thing to do, but we're learning as 
we go."

Larson told PBN he is a volunteer, 
taking no salary, and is looking to secure 
$150,000 in funding in 2020, adding two 
full time and one part-time staff positions, 

Foster Hair Design in Nāʻālehu moved 
to a larger location in the Kaʻū Realty Build-
ing. Kady and Drew Foster opened their 
shop in October 2018. Kady, a hairdresser 

since 2013, mentors her husband as he 
works as her apprentice; he expects to be 

Foster Hair Design Team Moves to Larger Shop
licensed in March or April.

Drew is offering $10 men's and boy's 
haircuts throughout February. The couple 
has provided free haircuts to those in need 

at St. Jude's every 
six weeks for the 
past year.

The Fosters 
moved to Ocean 
View in Febru-
ary 2018. Drew's 
family has been in 
Ocean View since 
1997. Drew gradu-
ated from Konawae-
na High School 
and University of 
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. 
He spent almost ten 
years as a news-
paper reporter and 
editor in Wyoming, 

Washington state and Asia. He owned and 
operated a small marketing and writing 

business from home for the past few years, 
and has decided to move on to barbering.

From Long Beach, Washington, Kady 

Homeshare, pg. 11

Foster Hair, pg. 10

Foster Hair Design owner Kady Foster applies highlights to a client's hair. 
Foster Hair Design is an Aveda-exclusive salon and retailer. 

Photo from the Fosters

Rayco Nielsen, 13 years old, gets his hair cut by 
Drew Foster.                       Photo from the Fosters
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KA PEPA PAHALA
Capt. Kiko Teaches, Sails The Golden Rule & Kwai

Kaʻū sailors are taking ocean going 
vessels on voyages for causes and cargo. 
New Years Eve into Jan. 1, fourth genera-
tion canoe builder Kiko Johnston-Kitazawa, 
of Honuʻapo, captained The Golden Rule, 
an anti nuclear proliferation vessel that sails 
for peace. He and Pāhala waterman James 
Akau took the boat from Kauaʻi to Honolulu 
for dry dock before its voyage to the South 
Pacific and onto Japan by September for the 

75th commemoration of the nuclear bomb-
ing of Hiroshima.

In mid-January Kitazawa-Johnson and 
Akau crewed on the 140-foot steel sailing 
vessel Kwai to find a large net in the Pacific. 
In late January, Akau joined the Kwai crew 
to deliver cargo to the tiny Kiribati islands: 
Kirimati (Christmas), Tabuearan (Fanning), 

and Teraina (Washington), to be followed 
by the Cook Islands of Penryhn, Rakahanga, 
Manihiki, Nassau, and Pukapuka.

In September of 2019, Akau sailed The 
Golden Rule from Hilo to Maʻalea, Maui, 
where the crew was greeted by grateful Mar-
shall Islanders whose home islands were 
desecrated by nuclear weapons testing gen-
erations ago.

In Honolulu, The Golden Rule wooden 
sailboat remains on a break for repairs be-
fore resuming its message of the national 
organization Veterans for Peace. See more at 
vfpgoldenruleproject.org.

One of The Golden Rule's captains, 
Johnston-Kitazawa, is a well-known canoe 
builder, sailor, and educator. He shares his 
perspective on sailing and building iconic 
Hawaiian canoes. One of his frequently used 
visual aids is a 28-foot double-hulled canoe, 
called a waʻa kaulua. The canoe was built in 
1993 from two hulls crafted in the 1950's. 
He added the wooden ʻiako (crossbeams) 
and planks to form the pola (platform) be-
tween the two canoe hulls. He then lashed all 
these parts together using traditional Hawai-
ian methods: rope. He also added a mast and 
sail to the platform. No nails, bolts, or screws 
were used in its construction, though dacron 
sail cloth is used for the sail. Ten people can 
sit comfortably in the two canoe hulls and 
paddle the sailing canoe, which can reach 
speeds of up to 21 knots.

Johnston-Kitazawa details the different 
styles of canoes and explains when and why 
each were used throughout Hawaiʻi's his-
tory. Polynesians who originally settled the 
island, possibly first landing in Punaluʻu, ar-
rived by canoe. For island life, canoes were 

essential for fishing and trad-
ing, and for wars and unify-
ing the islands.

Capt. Kiko, as he is 
known in the community, 
was born on Oʻahu. His fam-
ily moved to Hilo when he 
was about five years old. He 
raised his two sons in Kaʻū, as 
a longtime resident and boat-
builder at Punaluʻu, while 
his wife Margaret Johnston-

Kitazawa served 
as the physician at 
Kaʻū Hospital.

Concerning 
his boatbuilding 
passion, he told 
The Kaʻū Calendar 
that he remembers 
reading a book at 
seven years old, 
in the Hilo Boys 
Club Library: Ko-
doku, Sailing Alone 
Across the Pacific 
by Kenichi Horie.

Johnston-
Kitazawa owned 
his first sailboat at 
age 14 and his first 
captain's license at 
age 18. At 14, he 
sailed on a 40-foot catamaran from Hawaiʻi 
to Victoria, British Columbia. He has since 
sailed from Hawaiʻi to Canada and Califor-
nia three times – a journey not favored by 
prevailing winds.

He has built and sailed traditional Ha-
waiian canoes in Hawaiʻi for more than 
30 years. He teaches sailing and naviga-
tion on his canoes to many school children, 
classroom most often in Hilo Bay. He also 

teaches Hawaiian boat building to those in-
terested in learning. Over the years, many 
people have stopped by his canoe at many 
community events for his expert instruction 
and hands-on experience in building boats 
and lashing canoes.

For more information on his canoe ex-
cursions, open to the public, out of Hilo Bay, 
go to Captain Kiko's web page, waakaulua.
com/index.htm.

Captain Kiko Johnston-Kitazawa (left) and James Akau (right) on The Golden 
Rule, after sailing her from Kauaʻi to Honolulu before her peace mission to the 
Marshall Islands and on to Japan for the 75th anniversary of the nuclear bomb-
ing at Hiroshima.                                             Photo from The Golden Rule Project

Kwai set sail to deliver cargo to tiny Pacific 
Islands.                                                Courtesy photo

Hawaiʻi Interna-
tional Music Festival 
will be held Sunday 
March 8, 6:30 p.m. 
at Pāhala Plantation 
House. The concert 
will feature music 
that will celebrate 
native plants of the 
Kaʻū Dryland Forest 
and will raise funds 
for Hoʻomalu Kaʻū. 
Performers will in-
clude: Maya Hoover, 
Hawaiʻi based Mez-
zo-Soprano from 
University of Hawaiʻi 
at Mānoa faculty; 
Jonathan Korth, Hawaiʻi based pianist 
from UH-Mānoa; Joshua Nakazawa, Cel-
list from Hawaiʻi Symphony. They will be 
joined by the three HIMF co-founders: Amy 
Shoremount-Obra, Soprano with the Metro-

Int'l Music Fest in Pāhala March 8

politan Opera; Virutuoso Violinist Eric Sil-
berger; and Carlin Ma, Pianist. Tickets will 
be available soon and information on tickets 
will soon be found on the HIMF website: 
himusicfestival.com.

Last year's concert at Pāhala Plantation House.                   Photo by Julia Neal
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Stars over Ka‘ū - February 2020 
by Lew & Donna Cook

Error Correction: The image captions 
were inadvertently switched in last 
month's article, and for that we apolo-
gize. Lew was past the deadline when 
he sent the article in, and says, "I am 
truly sorry. Please note that the top left 
image is my image of the Orion nebula 
and the image in the bottom right is from 
the Hubble Space telescope showing the 
cloud of gas near the star Merope, which 
is just out of the picture. The caption for 
the picture showing the bright blue stars 

is a Hubble shot of the Pleiades star clus-
ter. Its caption is appended to the image 
just above." 

Planets and Exoplanets
The sun had only one sunspot on Janu-

ary 4 and none on January 14, continuing 
its period of few or no sunspots. The sun 
rotates once with a period between 25 and 
34 days. Why is there this range? This is 
because the sun is a ball of gas, not a solid 
object. 

Venus is the "evening star", shining 
brilliantly in the west after sunset. Mars 
won't rise until after 3 a.m. Jupiter and Sat-
urn are both in Sagittarius, rising after 4:30 
a.m. and 5 a.m., respectively.

Constellations and 
Deep Sky Objects

Orion stands 
high but past the 
meridian, but you 
will notice some-
thing strange about 
Orion. It doesn't 
look like it should. 
Betelgeuse, the star 
in the constellation's 
right shoulder, the 
one on your left, is 
much dimmer than 
usual. Betelgeuse 
is a variable star, 
but this is as dim as 
it has been in 170 
years – as long as 
estimates have been 
made.

You can make 
estimates on your own by comparing Be-
telgeuse with Bellatrix, the bright star in 
the other shoulder. It is marked "1.6" - 
which is its magnitude. Another star you 
can compare it with is the end star – the 
low one on your left – on Orion's belt. It is 
marked "2.0" on the chart.

Look quickly from Betelgeuse to the 
others: is it brighter than one but fainter 
than the other? About the same as one? 
Fainter than 2.0? Write down your esti-
mate, making as good an estimate as you 
can. Repeat this activity over the next few 
weeks.

Robin's Egg Nebula
The Robin's Egg nebula is an excellent 

look at what our sun will be doing in sev-
eral billions of years. This is what it looks 

like.
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:

Date  Sunrise Sunset
Feb.     7, 2020 6:54 am 6:16 pm
Feb.   14 6:51 am 6:20 pm 
Feb.   21 6:47 am 6:23 pm 
Feb.   28 6:42 am 6:26 pm
The times of sunrise and sunset are start-
ing to change more than last month.

Moon Phases
Date  Moonrise Moonset
First Quarter 
Feb.     1, 2020     noon            12:37 am**
Full Moon 
Feb.     8 6:06 pm 7:27 am**
Last Quarter 
Feb.    15 12:16 am    11:57 pm
New Moon
Feb.    23 7:04 am      6:48 pm
First Quarter 
Mar.     2              11:28 am          1:27 am

**next morning

Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Res-

taurant schedule:
Closed Mondays
Breakfast & Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM daily
Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM, Thursday 

through Sunday
Check for the schedule at imiloaha-

waii.org. Members are admitted free to the 
daily shows.

There is a night show once a month, 
when smaller telescopes on Maunakea are 
linked to the Planetarium where they show 
live shots of individual objects. Call the 
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on 
the schedule and ticket availability, prices 
and membership costs. Please mention to 
the nice folks at the ticket sales desk where 
you got the inspiration to come, and that 
you are entitled to the 10 percent kamaʻaina 
discount for membership.

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

This is called a "Planetary Nebula", using Data taken from the Promt/CTIO 
telescope in Chile by Star Shadows Remote Observatory and Processed by 
Stuart Forman. It shows the final stages of a sun-like star in its final death 
throes.

Biosecurity Plan: 57 
Percent Completed
for Hawaiian Islands

Hawaiʻi Interagency Biosecurity Plan 
to control invasive species has reached 57 
percent of its mission, according to Gov.  
David Ige. He said that most of the goals 
have been innitiated, are ongoing in perpetu-
ity, or have been completed in three years. 
"These actions have resulted in a more ro-
bust agriculture industry, the protection of 
our natural resources, our economy, and our 
unique way of life here in Hawai‘i."

Ige said Hawai‘i is "at an invasive spe-
cies crossroads. The islands are home to 
more endangered species than any other 
state." He gave thanks and kudos to state 
Department of Agriculture, Department of 
Land and Natural Resources, Department 
of Health, University of Hawai‘i News, De-
partment of Transportation and the Hawai‘i 
Invasive Species Council "for your hard 
work to getting us to this halfway point."

To learn more and to view the full plan, 
visit dlnr.hawaii.gov/hisc/plans/hibp/.

Forest Preserves, from pg. 1
5,700 native fruit trees and shrubs.

"When we began acquiring Kona 
Hema, the native forest was inundated 
with feral animals and heavily impacted 
by a century of logging and ranching," said 
Woodside. "Today, thanks to the Karasik 
Family Foun-
dation and 
other sup-
porters, our 
conservation 
efforts have 
resulted in a 
dramatic forest 
recovery."

Among 
the many posi-
tive changes is 
an upsurge in 
water recharge. 
Kona Hema is 
now contribut-
ing 14.5 million gallons of water a day to 
local aquifers, and scientists say that with 
continued investment, the recharge will 
only increase. In addition, the ʻōmaʻo, a 
native thrush, recently established a small 
population in the preserve after having not 

been seen in south Kona for 40 years.
The 3,500-acre Kaʻū Preserve was 

established in 2002 after the Conservancy 
purchased former C. Brewer lands border-
ing the State's Kaʻū Forest Reserve. Its 
wet ʻōhiʻa forest shelters 153 plant species 
unique to Hawaiʻi and, in the absence of 

feral hoofed 
animals, one 
of the island's 
richest assem-
blages of en-
dangered for-
est birds.

"We're 
proud to help 
The Nature 
Conservancy 
do what it 
does best for 
the future of 

our island - 
use science 

to inform its decisions, adapt to chang-
ing circumstances and work with partners 
to expand their impact," said Dr. Richard 
Robbins from the Karasik Family Founda-
tion. "To witness the revitalization of these 
lands is very rewarding."

Shalan Crysdale of The Nature Conservancy with donors, Dr. 
and Mrs. Richard Robbins, of The Karasik Family Foundation.                  
Photo from The Nature Conservancy



The Ka‘ū Calendar Page 5February, 2020www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Volume 18, Number 2 February 2020The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
KA‘U sPORTs REPORT

Girls Basketball
Wed. thru Sat., Feb. 5-8 HHSAA on 

Oʻahu

Boys Basketball
Tue. and Wed., Feb. 4 and 5 BIIF @ 

Kealakehe
Thu. thru Sat., Feb. 13-15 HHSAA 

on Oʻahu

Wrestling
Sat., Feb. 1 @Hilo

2020 Kaʻū Winter Sports Schedule

Kaʻū Paniolo Head for 12th Panaʻewa Stampede

Sat., Feb. 8 BIIF @Konawaena
Fri. and Sat., Feb. 21 and 22 HHSAA

Soccer
Wed. thru Sat., Feb. 5-8 Girls HH-

SAA on Oʻahu
Sat., Feb. 1 and 8 Boys BIIF
Thu. thru Sat., Feb. 13-15 Boys HH-

SAA on Oʻahu

Swimming
Sat., Feb. 1 BIIF @Kamehameha
Fri. and Sat., Feb. 14 and 15 on Maui

Specializing in one sport at an early 
age can lead to more injuries and other 
health challenges, according to Kaʻū High 
Athletics and the National Athletic Train-
ers' Association. Guidelines, endorsed by 
Kaʻū Athletics' aim to "reduce the risk of 
injury related to sport specialization and 
to keep (school-aged youth) athletes safe, 
healthy, and in the game," according to 
NATA. The guidelines include:

Delay specializing in a single sport for 
as long as possible. Specializing is defined 
as training and/or participating in one sport 
year-round.

Play on one team at a time. NATA 

recommends youth athletes play only one 
sport per season.

Participate for less than eight months 
per year in a single sport.

Keep sports training and/or partici-
pation to less than the age in years of the 
youth to hours in the week (e.g.: a 15-year-
old should not play organized sports for 
more than 15 hours in a week).

Take a minimum of two days off from 
organized sports per week.

Rest and recover from each sports' 
season before starting a new sport.

More at nata.org.

Notice Issued on Youth Sports Safety

A skatepark for Ocean View is in the 
works. In a meeting Dec. 28 sponsored by 

the community organization Kalani Hale, 
members, advocates, and kids supported 
building a park for skate boarding, skating, 
scooters, and more.

Travis Aucoin, a driving force behind 
the project, told The Kaʻū Calendar that 
many ideas came out of the meeting. "Kids 
made cool drawings of skateparks." Aucoin 

OV Skatepark Draws Design Ideas
said he is on a roll to meet with county Parks 
& Recreation on design, location, and size. 

He said that Evergreen Skate-
parks is willing to work on de-
sign with the group, which also 
seeks a licensed contractor.

Aucoin said more com-
munity workshops are planned 
to hone down the design. One 
idea is a Flow Park, "with lots 
of room and area for the Ad-
vanced Tech Skaters, and more 
experienced Park Users." He 
noted that skateboarding is an 
Olympic sport. "Lots of skate-
boarders travel to compete in 
professional contests." During 

the public meeting, "We watched videos of 
all kinds of skateparks and took notes on 
lots of different size ramps, a Pump Track 
Street Course, and a nice Bowl that begin-
ners could learn to ride."

The group also viewed videos of skate-
boarding contests, one with a Hawaiian 
skateboarder taking first at an X Games in 

China.
Aucoin said he 

plans to meet with 
Hawaiʻi Department 
of Parks & Recre-
ation on Monday, 
Feb. 3.

Interested 
in supporting the 
skateboard park? 
Contact Aucoin at 
808-345-2588.

One keiki attendee of the Ocean View skatepark meeting drew this 
complex, shaded concept art.                         Photo by Travis Aucoin

One keiki attendee of the Ocean View skatepark meeting drew this concept art 
of a future skate park for Ocean View.                                 Photo by Travis Aucoin

Kaʻū paniolo and paniola are training 
for the Panaʻewa Stampede. The 28th an-
nual Hawaiʻi Horse Owners rodeo is set for 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, Feb. 15, 16, 
and 17.

Competitors, rodeo clowns and huge 

crowds are expected flock to the Panaʻewa 
Equestrian Center, Kaʻū side of Hilo. One 
competitor expected at the event is Kaʻū's 
Lorilee Lorenzo, a past Queen of the rodeo 
and a regular participant.

In 2019, Lenaia Andrade, a high school 
student from 
Nāʻālehu, won the 
All Around Cow-
girl Award. Addie 
Flores, whose fam-
ily owns and oper-
ates South Point 
Buckers, won the 
Youth Barrel Rac-
ing Event. Kircia 
Derasin of Kaʻū 
was crowned Ro-
deo Princess.

Last year, 
more than 10,000 
people attended the 

three-day event 
at the Pana‘ewa 
Equestrian 
Center just 
outside of 
Hilo. The 185 
competitors 
ranged in age 
from three to 
73. The event 
included rodeo 
clowns, cul-
tural and his-
torical displays, 
leather and 
saddle making 
exhibits, and 
food and craft 
booths. Special 
novelty events 
included Hula 
Bulls and Bull Poker.

The Stampede Rodeo features a wide 
variety of competition, including All Around 
Cowboy, Reserve All Around Cowboy, All 
Around Cowgirl, Reserve All Around Cow-
girl. Paniolo can compete in Po‘o Wai U, a 
traditional event that comes from tying cattle 
to forked tree trunks when rounding them up 
in Hawaiian wildlands. Other events include 
Dummy Roping, Wahine Barrel Racing, 

Youth Barrel Racing, Kane-Wahine Ribbon 
Mugging, Sheep Riding, Youth Team Rop-
ing, Wahine Breakaway Roping, Wahine 
Breakaway Roping, Steer Wrestling, Open 
Team Roping, Junior Bull Riding, Double 
Mugging, Century Team Roping – where the 
total age of team members is a minimum of 
100 years, Tie Down Roping, Wahine Calf 
Mugging, and Bull Riding.

See HawaiiRodeoStampede.com.

Former Stampede Queen, Lorilee Lorenzo of Kaʻū, is expected to compete during 
this year's event.                                                                 Photo by Chuck McKeand 

Bull Riding Winner Trisyn Kalawaia at the 26th Annual Panaʻewa Stampede Rodeo 
holds on tight, while a rodeo clown remains on alert.         Photo by Brad H. Ballesteros

Working Families, from pg. 1
county. The bills would establish the Of-
fice of the Housing Ombudsman. The bills 
would also remove the existing statutory 
cap on the amount of conveyance tax rev-
enues that are deposited into the rental 
housing revolving fund each fiscal year.

HB2543 and SB3101 relate to access 
to learning. The bills would transfer the 
Executive Office on Early Learning from 
the Department of Education to the De-

partment of Human Services and rename 
it Learning to Grow Agency. The legisla-
tion would focus the jurisdiction of the 
agency to children who are 3 to 4 years 
old, or who will be eligible for kinder-
garten within two years, with access to 
learning through an early learning pro-
gram by the year 2030. Funding would be 
appropriated.

HB2543 and SB3101 would create 
Working Families, pg. 7
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 
Kaʻū Beats Honokaʻa in Boys JV & Varsity Basketball

The Trojans Boys tasted basketball victory on Jan. 20 
during both Junior Varsity and Varsity games. The teams 
traveled to Honokaʻa, where JV scored 68 points over the 
Dragons' 35. In the Varsity game, the Trojans scored one 
point over Honokaʻa, ending the game 56 to 55.

Girls and Boys Basketball games were a struggle for 
the home teams this season. Since the new year began, 
the Trojans Boys Basketball team faced eight schools. The 
Boys played their last game of the season Kamehameha 
Schools on Monday, Jan. 27. 

The Girls team took on seven schools in 2020, play-

ing their last game of the season on Jan. 22.
On Jan. 3, the Kaʻū Boys Varsity team faced Hawaiʻi 

Preparatory Academy. Kaʻū scored 34 to the Ka Makani's 
61. Elijah Evangelista scored 11 points for Kaʻū, Kealiikoa 
Nalu-Reyes scored 8, Kyson Toriano scored 4, Michael 
Rodante, Raymond Polido-Kalili, and Kaikea Kaupu-Ma-
nini each scored 3, and Dayson Burns scored 2.

The Girls teams played a pair of hard games against 
Kamehameha Hawaiʻi on Jan. 4. The ladies JV team 
scored 25 against the 
Warrior's 36. Riley 
Ann Brown scored 
14 of those points for 
Kaʻū, Alazaeh Abellera 
scored 6, Kawai Smith 
scored 3, and Hulali 
Baji scored 2.

The Varsity game 
was a harder competi-
tion, with the Warriors 
scoring 66 over the 
Trojans' 11. Shania Sil-
va scored 5 points for 
Kaʻū, CeAndra Silva 
Kamei and Esmeralda 
Kuahiwinui-Nunez each scored 2, and Grace Smith and 
Kaohinani Grace each scored 1 point.

In the Boys JV game on Jan. 4, Kaʻū found victory, 
scoring 63 over the Pāhoa Daggers' 23. Jocyiah Mukini 
scored 20 points for the Trojans, Cyrus McMasters scored 
13, Jezekial Jara scored 8, Waiola Akiu scored 7, Ivan Ra-
mos and Micah Espejo each scored 5, Lentron Jara scored 
3, and Gabriel Sesson-Paaluni-Young scored 2.

The Trojans Varsity Boys team scored 43 to Pāhoa's 
50. Kyson Toriano scored 11 points for Kaʻū, Blake Na-
kano and Michael Rodarte each scored 10, Kaikea Kaupu-
Manini scored 4, Elijah Evanglista and Dayson Burns each 
scored 3, and Raymond Polido-Kalili scored 2.

On Jan. 7, the Trojan Girls traveled to Kohala to face 
off with the Cowboys in a Varsity game. Kaʻū came away 
with 24, but Kohala took the game with 48.

Next, the Trojan JV ladies hosted Honokaʻa and Var-
sity faced Pāhoa on Jan. 10. In the JV game, the Daggers 

scored 48 points to the Trojans' 11. Kaʻū's Kawai 
Smith scored 6 points for the home team, Hulali 
Baji scored 3, and Candace Keohuloa scored 1.

The Trojans put up a good fight against 
the Dragons in the Varsity game, scoring 35 to 
Honokaʻa's 54. During the game, Grace Smith 
scored 8 points for Kaʻū, Kaohinani Grace scored 
7, Riley Ann Brown and CeAndra Silva-Kamei 
each scored 6, Shania Lee Silva scored 4, and Me-
linda Eder and Heidi Vidal each scored 2.

The Boys teams faced off with Kealakehe on 
Jan. 10 in Junior Varsity and Varsity games. JV 
came close to a win, scoring 56 points to the Wa-
veriders' 61. Varsity had a harder challenge, scor-
ing 29 to Kona's 59 points.

The Boys teams traveled to Hilo for JV and 
Varisty encountered the Waiakea Warriors on Jan. 
13. The JV Trojans played a really close game, 

scoring 59 points to Hilo's 61. Kaʻū's Micah Espejo scored 
23 of the game's points, Ivan Ramos scored 10, Cyrus Mc-
Masters scored 8, and Waiola Akiu, Jezekial Jara, and Jo-
cyiah Mukini each scored 6.

The Varsity game had a wider spread, with Hilo tak-
ing the game at 84 points to Kaʻū's 39. Dayson Burns 
scored 13 points for the Trojans, Kyson Toriano scored 7, 
Raymond Polido-Kalili scored 6, Kealiikoa Reyes-Nalu 

and Blake Nakano each 
scored 4, Elijah Evan-
gelista scored 3, and 
Jyron Young scored 2.

The Girls teams 
traveled to Konawaena 
on Jan. 14 to take on the 
Wildcats. Junior Var-
sity player Hulali Baji 
scored the 4 points for 
Kaʻū. Konawaena won 
with 56 points. Kaʻū's 
other JV players are 
Dallas Carlos, Sanoe 
Kihe, Mahea Cachero, 
Faith Masuhara-Moli-

na, and Jasmine Cardeiro.
The Varsity ladies spread the points scoring around 

a bit more, with Melinda Eder and Kaohinani Grace each 
scoring 2 points, and Grace Smith scoring 1. The Wildcats 
won the game, 99 to 5. The other Trojans Varsity play-
ers are Kaliana Salazar-Harrell, Jayla Medeiros, Caiyle 
Kaupu, Kayla Pak, Braelyn Kauhi, Kassie Alapai, Juliana 
Losalio-Watson, and Grace Hing.

On Jan. 15, Kealakehe Waveriders traveled to Kaʻū to 
face off with the Boys teams. JV Trojans scored 41 to 49, 
with Kealakehe winning. Waiola Akiu scored 15 points for 
Kaʻū, Micah Espejo  11, Jocyiah Mukini 9, Jezekial Jara 4, 
and Lentron Jara scored 2.

Varsity scored 25 to Kealakehe's 51. For the Trojans, 
Kyson Toriano scored 9 points, Elijah Evangelista scored 
5, Raymond Polido-Kalili scored 4, Blake Nakano scored 
3, Kealiikoa Reyes-Nalu scored 2, and Seth McMasters 
and Michael Rodarte each scored 1 point.

The Boys teams faced off against Kealakehe 
in Kona on Jan. 15. The Waveriders won both 
games. The Junior Varsity game ended at 42 to 
17, the Varsity game much closer, at 31 to 29.

The Jan. 18 game at Hilo was a hard one for 
the Kaʻū Girls Varsity team, with Hilo taking the 
game, 72 to 7.

On Jan. 24, the Boys Varsity team traveled 
to the other side of the island to face Parker. Kaʻū 
fought hard, scoring 32. The Bulls took the game 
with 39 points.

Kaʻū's Jocyiah Mukini and Hilo’s Rusty White Castillo each sank shots that 
earned $250 for Kaʻū Athletics through the ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Half-Court Shot for 
Cash program. Jadelynn Cabreros, left, and Assistant Athletic Director Joshua 
Ortega join the winners.                                                   Photo from Kaʻū Athletics

Elijah Evangilista and Josiah Barrios each sank shots that earned $250 for Kaʻū 
Athletics through the ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Half-Court Shot for Cash program. Jadelynn 
Cabreros, left, and Assistant Athletic Director Joshua Ortega join the winners. 
Total donated to Kaʻū Athletics is $2,750 this school year. Photo from Kaʻū Athletics

Trojans Boys and Girls socceer teams 
had a rough season, with all games ending 
with Kaʻū at zero points or forfeit.

Trojans Soccer Report
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs

CLAssiFiED
Churches Sell Truck to Raise Funds - Holy Rosary Church of Pāhala and Sacred Heart 
Church of Nā`ālehu are selling their parish truck, with funds raised from the sale to benefit both 
churches. The truck is a great 2016 Nissan Frontier King Cab, 6 cylinder, 2WD automobile. The 
churches are asking for $21K or best offer. Only cash or cashier's check will be accepted. Anyone 
interested should contact the parish secretary Tuesday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. at 
928-8208.
MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New 
and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. 
Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

Keiki Fish to Catch and Release at Punaluʻu Feb. 22
ʻO Kaʻū Kākou's 12th annual Keiki 

Fishing Tournament and canned food drive 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 22. Registra-
tion is open through Wednesday, Feb. 19 
at noon. Tournament check-in is 8 a.m. to 9 

a.m. Welcome and rules announcement is 9 
a.m. Poles, gear, and bait are handed out at 
9:30 a.m. Fishing time runs from 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. Free lunch is provided 
for all attendees, no matter the 
age, from noon to 12:30 p.m.

Awards and prizes are handed 
out at 1 p.m.; keiki must be pres-
ent to win. Each child receives a 
prize, chosen during registration, 
in the order they register; register 
early. Special prizes are awarded 
to the top three largest catch in 
each of five categories: Largest 
Kupipi, Largest Po‘opa‘a, Largest 
Hinalea, Largest Āholehole, and 
Most Caught.

The free tournament, held 
each year at Punaluʻu Black 
Sand Beach Park Pavillions, is 
a huge draw for Kaʻū residents. Whole 
families make a day of it. Keiki as young 
as one year old up to age 14 can regis-

ter online at okaukakou.org, or pick up a 
registration form at Nāʻālehu Elementary 
School, Nāʻālehu Ace Hardware, Pāhala 
Elementary School, Mizuno Superette in 
Pāhala, Wiki Wiki Mart in Nāʻālehu, Ka-

huku Country Market 
in Ocean View, and 
Ocean View Auto 
Parts. For more infor-
mation, contact Guy 
Enriques at 808-217-
2253 or Wayne Kawa-
chi at 808-937-4773.

All attendees are 
encouraged to bring 
canned or non-perish-
able food to the event. 
"One can, if can. If no 
can, no can." 

Fishing guide-
lines are: a parent or 
legal guardian must 

accompany keiki at all times; handpole 
fishing with barbless hooks only; person-
ally owned hand poles are allowed; hand 

poles, gear, and bait are provided; no chum-
ming or using palu (bread, mackerel, etc.) 
allowed; all fishing is catch and release.

The 2019 tour-
nament had over 275 
keiki entrants, and the 
shores held almost 
1,000 participants and 
volunteers. Those fish-
ing in the ocean catch, 
measure, and release 
their catches.

Last year's event 
boasted free chili, hot 
dogs, rice, brownies, 
shave ice, and wa-
ter for everyone. For 
fisherpersons under 
age four, a little plastic 
pool was provided, filled with rubber duck-
ies for them to fish for – with magnets, not 
hooks. Tents let people relax out of the 
sun. Keiki could participate in a fish quiz 
for prizes. There was also a raffle drawing 
which included fishing poles, gift cards, 
mini drones, and electric scooter prizes, 
and live music to entertain. There were 
also booths at the event: PARENTS, Inc., 
Department of Land & Nat-
ural Resources, Barbless 
Circle Hooks Project, Unit-
ed Health Care Community 
Plan, and the American Red 
Cross.

OKK' s website states: 
"Since 2007, OKK has 
sponsored a fishing tourna-
ment for hundreds of area 
children and their families. 
The tournament contin-
ues to be a huge success!        
Local families are treated 
to a day of fishing, a chance 
to win numerous goodies in 
a random drawing, there's 
free food for everyone, and 
every kid goes home with a 
prize of their choice."

Other sponsors of the event include 
Department of Land and Natural Resourc-
es Enforcement Division, National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administration's Barb-
less Circle Hook Project, Marine Wildlife 
Program, County of Hawaiʻi, S. Tokunaga 
Store in Hilo, and Suisan Company, Ltd.

See okaukakou.org.

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou's annual Keiki Fishing Tournament will be open for regis-
tration through Feb. 19 at noon. The annual event takes place this year at 
Punaluʻu on  Saturday, Feb. 22. See okaukakou.org and the organization's 
Facebook page.                                                                Photo by Nalani Parlin

Even the smallest of fisherpeople catch something during the 
OKK Keiki Fishing Tournament.                                 OKK photo

Bamboo poles are provided for the hundreds of keiki participants every year 
at the ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Fishing Tournament.                Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Working Families, from pg. 5
a School Facilities Agency to be respon-
sible for all public school development, 
planning, and construction, related to 
capital improvement projects assigned 
by the Legislature, Governor, or Board of 
Education. The bills would transfer stat-
utes pertaining to the Hawaiʻi 3R's and 
3T's programs to a new School Facilities 
Agency statutory subpart. The legislation 
would place management of school im-
pact fees with the agency. Appropriates 
funds. Learn more at capitol.hawaii.gov.

House Speaker Scott Saiki announced 
a package of bills to tackle issues high-
lighted in Aloha United Way's 2017 report 
called ALICE: A Study of Financial Hard-
ship in Hawaiʻi. 

The ALICE Report sponsors are Kamehameha Schools, Hawaiʻi 
Community Foundation, and Bank of Hawaiʻi. ALICE - Asset Limited, 
Income Constrained, Employed - describes economic hardships of many 
working individuals and families in Hawaiʻi. After paying for expenses 
such as housing, child care, food, taxes, health care, and transportation, 
a family of four needs to earn 
roughly $77,000 a year sim-
ply to survive, according to 
ALICE.

The Speaker said the aim 
is to address the high cost of 
living in Hawaiʻi by directly 
supporting "individuals and 
families who are struggling the 
most to make ends meet. Every 
dollar counts when you are try-
ing to stretch each paycheck 
just to meet basic needs. By 
increasing wages and tax bene-
fits, investing in child care, and 

Working Families, pg. 14
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR
See daily, weekly, and monthly recurring 

Kaʻū and Volcano Events, Meetings, Enter-
tainment, Exercise, Meditation, and more at 
kaucalendar.com. 

Sharp Turns – The Creative Art of Woodturn-
ing, Volcano Art Center Gallery exhibit, featuring 
the works of Aaron Hammer and Mark and Karen 
Stebbins, continues daily, 9a.m.-5p.m., through 
Feb. 16. A live woodturning demonstration at VAC 
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 1, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Cultural Understanding Through Art & the 
Environment, features classes on block printing, 
lauhala weaving, ti leaf lei making, and more. A 
free guided Cultural Forest Tour, and a Mele and 
Hula ‘Auana performance are also slated. Visit the 
website events calendar for the full lineup. volca-
noartcenter.org

Clay – High Fire!, Sunday, through Feb. 23, 
11:30a.m.-2:30p.m. or 2:45-5:45p.m. 8-week 
morning or afternoon pottery series with Erik 
Wold. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Beginning Improv for Adults, Thursday, through 
Feb. 13, 1-3p.m. "Learn to live more in the mo-
ment, think on your feet, let go of self-judgment, 
bring more joy in your life, and recapture your 
playful spirit in the 6-week workshop series with 
improv legend Keli Semelsberger." Attendance to 

all 6 classes is not required – classes may be at-
tended individually. No prior experience is neces-
sary. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Aloha Kidney in Kaʻū, Thursday afternoons, 
1-3:30p.m., through Feb 20, Kaʻū Resource Cen-
ter, 96-3126 Puahala St. in Pāhala. The free class 
series on Chronic Kidney Disease lead by retired 
kidney doctor Ramona Wong. Bring a pen and 
whomever cares/cooks/shops for the person(s) 
with CKD. See alohakidney.com. Call (808) 585-
8404 to enroll.

Stewardship at the Summit, Saturday, Feb. 1 and 
15 and Friday, Feb. 7, 21, and 28. Meet project 
leaders Paul and Jane Field at Kīlauea Visitor Cen-
ter at 8:45a.m. Volunteer to help remove invasive, 
non-native plant species that prevent native plants 
from growing in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Wear sturdy shoes, long pants, hat, rain gear, 
day pack, snacks, and water. Gloves and tools pro-
vided. Under 18? Parental or guardian accompa-
niment or written consent is required. Free; Park 
entrance fees apply. nps.gov/havo

Indigo Fundamentals Workshop, Saturday, Feb. 
1 at 12:30p.m. Indigo dyeing with Wai‘ala Ahn 
and Justin Tripp. volcanoartcenter.org

Forest Work Day and Plant Identification Train-
ing with Tim Tunison, Saturday, Feb. 1, 1-3p.m. 
Learn some native plants, help restore a beautiful 

rainforest, and get some exercise. volcanoartcen-
ter.org

Super Bowl Party, Sunday, Feb. 2, Lava Lounge 
at Kīlauea Military Camp. Doors open at 11a.m. 
with kick-off at 1:30p.m., 'til pau. Food and bev-
erages will be available for purchase. Located in 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, KMC is open to 
all authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park 
entrance fees apply. For more information call 
967-8365 after 4 p.m.

Spotlight on Artist Diana Miller, Tuesday, Feb. 
4 at 7p.m. at Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. 
This program will highlight the works of local art-
ist and part-time park ranger, Diana Miller. From 
her early days as an art major, to her career with 
the U.S. Air Force painting nose-art on aircraft, to 
her works celebrating native Hawai‘i, learn what 
inspires this local artist. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' 
ongoing After Dark in the Park series. Free; Park 
entrance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Farmers Market in Nāʻālehu, 
Wednesdays beginning Feb. 5, 8a.m.-2p.m. at the 
future Nāʻālehu Senior Housing Site. Contact Sue 
Barnett for vending, 808-345-9374.

Hula Voices, Thursday, Feb. 6, 5:30-7p.m. Pres-
ents an engaging, intimate talk story session with 
Hawai‘i Island kumu hula and features Volcano 
musician Joe Camacho. volcanoartcenter.org

Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū - Community Mtg. 
and Membership Drive, Friday, Feb. 7, 6:30p.m. 
at the Nāʻālehu Community Center. See details 
in the insert, right. Annual membership dues are 
$10 per person or organization. Contact Terry-Lee 
Shibuya at terrylshibuya@gmail.com or treasurer 
Kehau Ke at hunneygurl15@gmail.com.

16th Annual Love the Arts Volcano Arts Cen-
ter Fundraiser Gala, Saturday, Feb. 8, 5-9p.m. 
Theme is The Roaring 2020s, highlighted by 
unique decorations, decadent food, fine wines 
and beer, and dancing. Features appearances by 
members of Harmony on Tap and opera singer 
D'Andrea Pelletier. Live and silent auctions: bid 
on artwork, jewelry, hotel stays, restaurants, lo-
cal products, services, and gift certificates to 
businesses and attractions. Tickets $70, $65 VAC 
Members. Purchase at VAC's Niʻaulani Campus in 
the village or Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park, online at volcanoartcenter.org/classes-

and-workshops/purchase-tickets-to-vac-events, or 
(808) 967-8222. Gala tickets provide free admis-
sion to LTA Valentine's Day Dance on Saturday, 
Feb. 15. volcanoartcenter.org

Kaʻū Clean-Up with Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund, 
Sunday, Feb. 9, and Saturday, March 21. Volun-
teer spaces limited. RSVP to kahakai.cleanups@
gmail.com.

Music in the American Wild, Tuesday, Feb. 11; 
seating begins at 6:30p.m., concert starts at 7p.m. 
at Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. The Ameri-
can Wild Ensemble was formed to celebrate and 
tour America's national parks. They've performed 
in unconventional venues, from caves to moun-
taintops, commissioning new works and perform-
ing them in site-inspired and site-specific loca-
tions. Attend an evening concert with ensemble 
directors Emlyn Johnson (flute) and Daniel Ketter 
(cello) as they present a contemporary classical 
program featuring new works by Hawai‘i resident 
and Hawai‘i-born composers. Part of Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes' ongoing After Dark in the Park series. 
Free; Park entrance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/
havo

Ki‘i (Statue) Carving Demonstration, Wednes-
day, Feb. 12 from 10a.m.-noon at Kīlauea Visitor 
Center lanai. Hawaiians carved ki‘i to represent 
forces of nature, gods, guardians and the spirit 
world. Acclaimed artist James Kanani Kauluku-
kui, Jr. will share his expertise and the essential 
role these ki‘i played in Hawaiian society. With 
a carrot, you'll learn how to make your own ki‘i. 
Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' ‘Ike Hana No‘eau, Ex-
perience the Skillful Work, workshops. Free; Park 
entrance fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Valentine's Day Buffet, Friday, Feb. 14, 5-8p.m., 
Crater Rim Café at Kīlauea Military Camp. Main 
entrees are Prime Rib Au Jus, Lemon Butter Fish 
with Tropical Salsa and Vegetable Alfredo Pasta 
Bake. Adults $35.95, $17.95 children 6 to 11 years 
old. Military ID card holders and in-house guests: 
$28.76/$14.36. No reservations required. Located 
in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, KMC is open 
to all authorized patrons and sponsored guests. 
Park entrance fees apply. For more information 
call 967-8365 after 4 p.m.

Paint Your Own Silk Scarf with Patti Pease 
Johnson, Saturday, Feb. 15, 9a.m.-12:30p.m. 
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Enrolling a loved one in the class or the finished 
scarf, created in class, makes a great Valentine's 
Day gift, suggests the announcement. volcanoart-
center.org

Zentangle: Basics with Ellen O'Dunn, Saturday, 
Feb. 15, 10a.m.-1p.m. volcanoartcenter.org

Valentine's Dance, Saturday, Feb. 15, 6-10p.m. 
Learn the Charleston, the Lindy Hop, and more. 
volcanoartcenter.org

Panaʻewa Stampede, Saturday through Monday, 
Feb. 15, 16, and 17. Rodeo begins at noon on 
Saturday, 11a.m. on Sunday and Monday. Cow-
boy Church held 9a.m. Sunday. Horse Races held 
9a.m. Monday. Panaʻewa Equestrian Center just 
outside of Hilo. Rodeo competitors from Kaʻū 
and around the island joined by rodeo clowns and 
other entertainers. Tickets are $8 pre-sale, $10 at 
the gate, free for keiki 12 and under. HawaiiRo-
deoStampede.com

AdvoCATS, Monday, Feb. 17, 7a.m.-4:30p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. Free spay/neuter 
for cats. Reserve spot in advance. 895-9283, advo-
catshawaii.org

Concert with Christy Lassiter & Friends, 
Wednesday, Feb. 19; seating begins at 6:30p.m., 
concert starts at 7p.m. at Kīlauea Visitor Center 
Auditorium. This talented trio plays traditional 
Hawaiian music and have performed together for 
several years. They are devoted to the perpetuation 
of the old Hawaiian songs they grew up hearing 
in their homes. The use of guitar, ‘ukulele, bass 
and three-part harmonies create a memorable and 
enjoyable musical experience. Part of the Nā Leo 
Manu (Heavenly Voices) Hawaiian music concert 
program. Free; Park entrance fees apply. nps.gov/
havo

Mardi Gras Dinner Fundraiser for St. Jude's 
Episcopal Church, Friday, Feb. 21, Paradise Cir-
cle-Mauka. Doors open at 5:30p.m. and dinner is 
served from 6-8p.m. Dinner includes Jambalaya, 
Red Beans and Rice, Cornbread, Drink, and Des-
sert. Tickets at the door, $8 per person, $15 for 
two, and $20 for family.

Free CERT Basic Training, four Saturdays start-
ing Feb. 22 through March 14 from 8a.m.-4p.m. 
at Ocean View Community Center. Community 
Emergency Response Team encourages commu-

Wayne Kawachi at 808-937-4773. okaukakou.org
Fused Glass Basics Workshop with Claudia Mc-

Call, Saturday, Feb. 22, 11a.m. volcanoartcenter.
org

Hū (Kukui Nut Top) Demonstration, Wednesday, 
Feb. 26 from 10a.m.-noon at Kīlauea Visitor Cen-
ter lanai. Early Hawaiians devoted much of their 
time to games, amusements, and relaxing. Join 
rangers and staff from Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Asso-
ciation as they share their knowledge and love of 
one of the most popular traditional arts of Hawai‘i. 
Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' ‘Ike Hana No‘eau, Ex-
perience the Skillful Work, workshops.Visit nps.
gov/havo/planyourvisit/summit_stewardship.htm 
for additional planning details. Free; Park entrance 
fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Ash Wednesday Service at St. Jude's Episcopal 
Church, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 4:30p.m.

Kaʻū Rural Health Community Association An-
nual Health Conference, Friday, Feb. 28 at Pāhala 
Community Center. Register: 808-928-0101

Hawaiian Humpback Whale Marine Sanctuary 
Ocean Count, Saturday, Feb. 29 and March 28, 
7:30a.m.-12:15p.m., orientation included. Register 
at oceancount.org. Locations in Kaʻū are: Kaʻena 
Point in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, Miloli‘i 
Lookout, Ka Lae Park, and Punalu‘u Black Sand 
Beach Park.

Mixed Media Photo Encaustic with Mary Milel-
zcik, Saturday, Feb. 29, 10a.m. The class is slated 
for beginner to intermediate students. volcanoart-
center.org

PETFIX Spay and Neuter Free Clinic for Cats 
and Dogs, Thursday and Friday, March 5 and 
6, Ocean View Ranchos. Registration: contact 
Bridget at (808)990-3548 or petfixbigisland@
gmail.com.

Hawaiʻi International Music Festival, Sunday 
March 8, 6:30p.m., Pāhala Plantation House. The 
concert will feature music that will celebrate na-
tive plants of the Kaʻū Dryland Forest and will 
raise funds for Hoʻomalu Kaʻū. Performers will 
include: Maya Hoover, Hawaiʻi based Mezzo-
Soprano from University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
faculty; Jonathan Korth, Hawaiʻi based pianist 
from UH-Mānoa; Joshua Nakazawa, Cellist from 
Hawaiʻi Symphony. They will be joined by the 
three HIMF co-founders: Amy Shoremount-Obra, 
Soprano with the Metropolitan Opera; Virutuoso 
Violinist Eric Silberger; and Carlin Ma, Pianist. 
Tickets will be available soon and information on 
tickets will soon be found on the HIMF website: 

Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū to 
Meet for Nāʻālehu Hoʻolauleʻa

Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū, a grassroots non-profit, invites the community to attend 
their next membership drive and informational meeting on Friday, Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Nāʻālehu Community Center. Among the topics will be a revival of their annual Prince Kūhio 
Day Hoʻolauleʻa to be held on Saturday, March 28 at Nāʻālehu Park, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The event will feature music and hula, food, arts and crafts, and Hawaiian cultural activities. 
Anyone wanting to be a vendor, host a booth, and become a member should also come to the 
meeting. The annual membership dues are $10 per person or organization.

Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū was first established in 
the 1990's by husband and wife team Terry-Lee and Dane 
Shibuya, Sr. and other community members to create a 
Hawaiian cultural center for Kaʻū. Hana Laulima hosted 
five successful hoʻolauleʻa, with the last one held in the 
early 2000s. The organization was on the cusp of making 
the cultural center a reality, with architectural plans and 
environmental assessments in place, before unforeseen 
circumstances put their dream on an indefinite hold.

However, as Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū president, 
Terry-Lee Shibuya, told The Kaʻū Calendar, "Imua Kaʻū! 
The waʻa is moving forward again," referring to the cul-
tural center plans. "Hana Laulima is focused on the up-
coming generation, and supporting the development of 
a new economic base for Kaʻū, while preserving Kaʻū's 
rich cultural heritage and respect for the ʻāina (land).

"Please come out, get involved and make a differ-
ence for our Kaʻū keiki's future, which is really every-
body's future. We must stand together as one Kaʻū ʻohana for the future generations of Kaʻū," 
said Shibuya.

For more information on membership, contact Shibuya at terrylshibuya@gmail.com or 
treasurer Kehau Ke at hunneygurl15@gmail.com.

Prince Kūhio will be honored by a 
Hoʻolauleʻa on Saturday, March 28.

nity participation and provides support to emer-
gency response organizations when the need aris-
es. Four consecutive classes are a 27-hour FEMA 
certification course. Sign up by emailing hawaii-
cert@gmail.com. Bill Hanson, 808-937-2181, 
hawaiicounty.gov/departments/civil-defense/
hawai-i-county-cert.

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou's 12th Annual Keiki Fishing 
Tournament and Canned Food Drive, Saturday, 
Feb. 22, 8a.m.-2p.m. Registration open through 
Wednesday, Feb. 19 at noon. Poles, gear, and bait, 

and lunch for all, provided. Each child receives a 
prize, chosen during registration, in the order they 
register; register early – see article on page 7. Kei-
ki one to 14 years old register online at okaukak-
ou.org, or pick up form at Nāʻālehu Elementary 
School, Nāʻālehu Ace Hardware, Pāhala Elemen-
tary School, Mizuno Superette in Pāhala, Wiki 
Wiki Mart in Nāʻālehu, Kahuku Country Market 
in Ocean View, and Ocean View Auto Parts. Bring 
one can per person for food drive. For more infor-
mation, contact Guy Enriques at 808-217-2253 or 
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nity to enable our ranching operations to 
co-exist and compliment the preservation 
of the cultural and natural resources on 
this property."

Lea Hong, Hawai‘i State Director 
of The Trust for Public Land, said, "We 
are humbled to support the Ka‘ū com-
munity, which has been working for de-

that Hawaiian values and principles are 
acknowledged and practiced. "We fos-
ter partnerships with the Trail and help 
guide the management and sustainment 
of the Trail. Our vision is that the Trail is 
a viable, appropriately-used and managed 
trail that follows the path of our ancestors 
– creating a bridge of understanding, re-
spect and balance for all to use, protect, 

learn from and ap-
preciate." See al-
akahakaitrail.org.

Ho‘omalu 
Ka‘ū is a commu-
nity nonprofit based 
in Nāʻālehu. "Our 
mission is to per-
petuate, protect and 
conserve the land, 
culture, knowledge, 
and history of Ka‘ū 
and its people. We 
are committed to 
protecting the ar-
cheological, cultur-

al, and historical treasures of Ka‘ū." The 
group was recently awarded stewardship 
of the Kahua Olohu, the ancient Makahiki 
grounds in Nā‘ālehu, acquired through the 
County of Hawai‘i's Public Access, Open 
Space, and Natural Resources Preserva-
tion Fund.

Kuahiwi Ranch is a family owned and 
operated cattle ranch run by three genera-
tions of the Galimba family. Operating 

on 9,000 acres, Kuahiwi Ranch special-
izes in local, free-range, grass-fed beef 
which contributes to Hawai‘i's local food 
security and self-sufficiency. The Ranch 
markets about 450,000 pounds of meat 
annually to Whole Foods, Foodland, and 
Foodland Farms, as 
well as restaurants 
such as Town, Vol-
cano House, and 
Kīlauea Lodge. 
See kuahiwiranch.
com.

The Trust for 
Public Land cre-
ates parks and 
protects land for 
people, "ensur-
ing healthy, liv-
able communities 
for generations to 
come. Millions of 

people live near a Trust for Public Land 
park, garden, or natural area, and millions 
more visit these sites every year. To sup-
port The Trust for Public Land and share 
why nature matters to you, visit tpl.org/
hawaii."

Ag Easement, from pg. 1

Kāwala ahupuaʻa is the second of five Kaʻū Moku lands set for conservation. 
Photo from Trust for Public Land

New Farmers Market Opens on ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Land
ʻO Kaʻū Kākou will host a Farmers 

Market on Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in Nāʻālehu, beginning Feb. 5, on its 
open land on the mauka side of Hwy 11 that 
formerly hosted Nāʻālehu Fruit Stand. The 
operation will be managed by Sue Barnett.

The purpose of the farmers market, ac-
cording to OKK, is to provide a large space 

for the community to sell and buy produce 
and to help raise money for the planned se-
nior housing at the location. The start-up 
of the new farmers market will follow the 
closure of the market at the Ace Hardware 
location in Nāʻālehu at the end of January.

Contact Barnett at kaufarmer@aol.
com or 808-345-9374.

Veteran farmers marketer Millie Akau, who sold at the Ace Hardware site until the end of January. She 
and others will move to the OKK market on Wednesdays.                                                 Photo by Julia Neal

cades to protect their beloved 80 mile 
coast to honor their kūpuna, paniolo tradi-
tions, and rural lifestyle. This would not 
have been possible without the generous 
philanthropic support of the Freeman 
Foundation."

The Kāwala Conservation Easement 
is the second among five recent conserva-
tion projects along the Ka‘ū Coast. Waika-
puna, with 2,317 acres, closed Dec. 16, 
2019. The other locations are Manāka‘a 
Fishing Village, Kiolaka‘a, and Kauna-
mano. All five projects conserve more 
than 6,000 acres of coastline, cultural 
sites, and pastureland, and connect more 
than 10 miles of the Ala Kahakai National 
Historic Trail. 

The organization's website says Ala 
Kahakai Trail Association helps to con-
nect the Ala Kahakai National Historic 
Trail to the community and aims to ensure 

Foster Hair, from pg. 2
graduated from Stylemasters with a certifi-
cate in cosmetology in 2013. She worked at 
Azure Salon in Ilwaco, WA, for five years. 
Her continuing education includes L'Oréal 
Professional Expert Network program; 
balayage certifications; and Aveda color and 
product education courses.

The Fosters offer men's, women's and 
children's haircuts; hair coloring; smoothing 
treatment; beard trims; up-dos; blow-dry 
styling; and wash-blowdry styling. Kady 
is available Saturdays through Tuesdays. 
Drew is available Saturdays through Mon-
days. They run an Aveda-exclusive salon 
and barbershop, using and selling products 
by Aveda, "an environmentally- and social-
ly-focused company that makes very high-
quality hair products," states Kady. Book 
online at FosterHair.com.

Kady told The Kaʻū Calendar, "I've 
loved every minute of living in Kaʻū. I 
have a ton of gratitude for the acceptance 

I've received from the community and the 
friendships I am making. I enjoy my job 
quite a lot. I find much joy in providing a 
service that allows me to be creative and 
makes people happy. Hair has been a pas-
sion of mine since I was a teenager. I did 
all my friends' hair in high school, and I re-
member my hairdresser telling me I'd be a 
hairdresser one day. My dad taught me, 'If 
you love what you do you will never work a 
day in your life.' I think he was on to some-
thing. My husband and I had our first baby 
a few months ago. As we prepared for our 
daughter's arrival in November I can't even 
begin to explain the generosity and love 
we received from my clients and the Kaʻū 
Realty team. Both my husband and I look 
forward to expanding our volunteer services 
and diving deeper into our communities. 
We're having a lot of fun."

Drew told The Kaʻū Calendar, "I'd 
been working from home for several years 
and I liked the ease and lifestyle, but I 

missed being in the community and getting 
to know people. I wanted to get out of the 
office, out from behind the computer. I was 
considering going back to school and learn-
ing a trade when Kady proposed a barbering 
apprenticeship. The idea grew on me – we 
could work together, I wouldn't have to go 
back to school, I could operate my old busi-
ness while I learned to cut hair. Now it's all 
coming together. I spent most of my profes-
sional life as a newspaper journalist, and 
the thing I miss most is talking to people 
about their lives, their journeys, their plans, 
their families, their history. Now, as a bar-
ber, I get to do that all day long, and I don't 
have to worry about taking notes or turning 
around an article. It's good. It's exciting. I've 
met many wonderful people in the Kaʻū 
community since joining Kady and I'll get 
to meet many more."

The 772 acres of Kāwala are used by Kuahiwi Ranch for free-range, grass-fed 
beef and contain ancient Hawaiian cultural and burial sites. 

Photo from Trust for PublicLand
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HOVE Road Maintenance Corp. Cautions Drivers
Drivers in Hawaiian Ocean View Es-

tates are asked to be cautious of road work-
ers who are repairing and maintaining the 
157 miles of roads in the development. 
Road workers have reported recent "near 
hits," which HOVE Road Maintenance 
Corp. states is "dangerous, reckless, and 
disrespectful."

Also of note: four new bus stops for 
Kaʻū High and Intermediate school students 
have been announced: Aloha Blvd. and King 
Kamehameha Blvd., King Kamehameha 
Blvd. and Kailua Blvd., Kailua Blvd. and 
Trade Wind Blvd., and Trade Wind Blvd. 
and Aloha Blvd.

According to the HOVE Road Mainte-

nance Corp. website: "HOVE 
covers over eighteen square 
miles – almost twelve thou-
sand acres – which contains 
about 11,500 lots. Develop-
ment began in the late 1950s, 
and a trust fund was estab-
lished by the developer for 
the maintenance of the roads, 
equivalent mileage to about 
halfway around the island. Over time, the 
trust fund proved inadequate, and by the 
early 1980s, many (HOVE) roads were vir-
tually impassable without a 4-wheel drive. 
HOVE RMC, a 501(c)(4) nonprofit cor-
poration, was established by the Hawaiʻi 

Third Circuit Court in 1983 
for the purpose of rebuilding 
and maintaining the roads 
within the subdivision, with-
out assistance or support from 
the County or State.

"According to local re-
membrance, we started out 
with 'a truck, two shovels, and 
a bucket of bitumen.' In 1985 

RMC acquired some second-hand equip-
ment, and began rebuilding in earnest. To-
day, Ocean View has one of 
the best privately-maintained 
road systems on the island, 
and perhaps in the state.

"As the population of our 
area continues to grow, we 
are constantly pressed to keep 
pace with the times and traf-
fic conditions. 'Road Main-
tenance' now includes stop 
and street signs, line mark-
ings, road patching, repair 

and resurfacing, shoulder maintenance, and 
line-of-sight clearing. All lot owners within 
the HOVE subdivision are members of the 
Road Maintenance Corp. This website has 
been developed for the purpose of keeping 
our members informed, and making it easier 
for them to communicate with the Board of 
Directors and the Office Staff."

The next Board of Directors will be 
held Tuesday, Feb. 25, at 10 a.m.

See hoveroad.com for more.

Free Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team Basic Training will be held 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Ocean 

View Community Center, starting Feb. 22 
through March 14. Kaʻū's CERT teams are 
based in Hawaiian Ocean View Estates and 
Discovery Harbor. Sign up by emailing ha-
waiicert@gmail.com.

Free Training Set for Community Emergency Response Team
CERT encourages community partici-

pation and provides support to emergency 
response organizations when the need 

arises.
Training through the CERT 

Program provides a learning plat-
form in: basic disaster response, 
fire safety, light rescue, team and 
responder coordination, and ba-
sic medical care. Using the skills 
and knowledge learned in the 
classroom and reinforcing those 

modules with practical application through 
role playing and exercises, the CERT Pro-
gram provides fundamental skills and un-
derstanding to make meaningful decisions 
in responding to incidents in the commu-

nity, workplace, or home.
Bill Hanson, administrative officer for 

Hawaiʻi Island CERT, told The Kaʻū Cal-
endar the training helps people "learn to 
face an emergency in a calm, cool, logical 
manner." He said another important thing 
is to learn about emergency communica-
tions. He said there are courses to obtain an 
amateur radio operator technician license, 
learn how to do damage assessment after 
a disaster, or learn how to do hands-only 
CPR, "which is gaining popularity and is 
a skill we would like everyone to know." 
He said there are more courses available to 
residents and businesses, all of which are 
free. A radio course is set for six Thurs-
days, starting Feb. 6 in Hilo and starting 

Oct. 29 in Keaʻau.
Hawai‘i Island has 11 of the 13 cli-

mate zones of the world and Hawai‘i 
County leads all 3,140 U.S. counties in 
multi hazards potential, with Kaʻū rank-
ing very high on that list. Residents and 
businesses should be prepared, CERT ad-
dresses those needs, states the website, ha-
waiicounty.gov/departments/civil-defense/
hawai-i-county-cert.

Basic CERT training is a 27-hour 
FEMA certification course. Class atten-
dance requires personal commitment as 
the course takes 4 consecutive Saturdays to 
complete.

Contact Hanson for more information 
at 808-937-2181.

Homeshare, from pg. 2
in addition to the Hawaiʻi Medical Service 
Association staff person already working on 
the project. The nonprofit received a startup 
grant of $15,000 from Hawaiʻi Medical Ser-
vice Association, reported PBN.

Kaiser Permanente Hawaiʻi issued a 
$55,000 donation on Oct. 16 to address 
Hawaiʻi's housing shortage and to help pre-
vent feelings of isolation in Hawaiʻi's grow-
ing senior population.

David Tumilowicz, vice president of 
public relations, communications, and brand 
management at Kaiser Permanent Hawaiʻi, 
said, "By 2020, one in four Hawaiʻi residents 
will be 60 years or older. As our population 
ages, we must support systems that help 
kūpuna live independently and stay active, 
such as providing affordable housing, creat-
ing age-friendly cities, and developing com-
munity-based health care and services."

"It's not just an affordable housing issue, 

it's a wellness and health issue," Larson told 
PBN. He told the publication that he com-
pleted a feasibility study in 2018 to see how 
well this program would fare, with a three-
pronged approach: comparing high housing 
prices, catering to Hawaiʻi's growing aging 
population, and having the nonprofit back-
ing to put it all together. He said he modeled 
the program from a national home-sharing 
organization in Vermont.

"We're not inventing anything new," 
said Larson. "I didn't know what I was get-
ting myself into when this happened. I was 
just looking for something meaningful to do 
– and this is it."

He said the next steps include building 
partnerships with policymakers and getting 
the word out.
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An Adopt-a-Coral program will soon 

be launched to raise money to propagate 
coral to be used to restore reefs here and 
afar. The program is sponsored by the Leg-
acy Reef Foundation, located in the Natural 
Energy Lab at the Hawaiʻi Ocean Science 
& Technology Park near the Kona Airport. 
Members of the public will be able to adopt 
a coral for $20 a month. See legacyreeffoun-
dation.org.

Founders Bill Coney and Dr. Susanne 
Otero aim to save coral reefs in Hawaiʻi and 
in far off places like New Guinea and Fiji. 
On the Board of Directors is state Sen. Rus-
sell Ruderman, who represents south-east 
Hawaiʻi island, from Pāhala through Puna. 

One aspect of taking care of coral is the 

Adopt A Coral Program to Regrow Reefs Here, Afar
quarters where they operate a coral nursery, 
listen to a talk on coral reefs and, if desired, 
go on a dive. Reservations required for all 
tours; call 808-664-5737 to book.

Coney posted on the website: "A few 
years ago, I realized that the reefs around 
Hawaiʻi – where I grew up swimming, sail-
ing and diving – were no longer as full of life 
as they had been just a few decades before. 
To ensure that my grandchildren will enjoy 
what I experienced as a child, I dreamed of 
restoring some of the local reefs. That dream 
became a reality when I met Dr. Susanne 
Otero and we created a non-profit organi-
zation, called the Legacy Reef Foundation. 
We opened a world-class coral restoration 
lab at the NELHA marine facility in Kona, 
Hawaiʻi. Our mission is the restoration and 
conservation of coral reefs in Hawaiʻi and 
around the world, and to ensure critical food 
security for future generations. With the help 
of our community, we can rebuild coral reefs 
globally and feed coastal communities for 
generations to come."

The project was launched in March 
2018, after "a year of planning and an ex-
tensive site search," the partners found that 
NELHA "allows easy access to the reefs 
our team is researching, as well as unlim-
ited surface seawater and deep nutrient-rich 
seawater. Our location and determination to 
expand will allow Legacy Reef to grow into 
one of the top coral research centers in the 
world.

"Since the founding of Legacy Reef 
Foundation, we have built our coral research 
lab, our coral tank farm, and have begun the 
process of creating our first containerized 

coral nurseries. We also have established a 
passionate management team, a qualified na-
tional fundraising team, an educational cen-
ter, and a community outreach effort."

In mid-2020, a Coral Education Center 

will open at the NEL location, featuring a 
large aquarium tank and interactive learn-
ing tools "that will merge ancient Hawaiians 
wisdom regarding the pivotal role of coral 

ʻIo, Hawaiian Hawk Thrives 
Off Endangered Species List

ʻIo, the Hawaiian hawk, was tossed off 
the federal endangered and threatened spe-
cies lists on Dec. 31. U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service announced that the ʻio, Buteo soli-
tarius, which only lives on 
Hawaiʻi Island, "no longer 
meets the definition of an 
endangered species or a 
threatened species under 
the Act." The hawk's pop-
ulation estimates "have 
been stable for at least 30 
years," and the species "is 
not currently, nor is likely 
to become again, an en-
dangered species."

Removal from the 
federal lists will not di-
minish ʻio's status under 
state law. USFWS, in co-
ordination with the State of Hawai‘i, U.S. 
Geological Survey Biological Resources 
Discipline, and the National Park Service, 
plan to conduct islandwide surveys every 
five years for a period of 20 years.

ʻIo were first listed as endangered on 
March 11, 1967. The ʻio's restricted range 
and small population size, with the loss of 
native forest habitat from agriculture, log-
ging, and commercial development, in-
fluenced the listing. Due to recovery and 

conservation efforts, the hawk is found all 
over the island, and is nesting and forag-
ing successfully in both native forests and 
conserved habitats, and has large areas of 

protected habitat.
The ʻio is a small, 

broad-winged species 
of hawk endemic to 
the Hawaiian Islands 
and is the only mem-
ber of the hawk family 
that nests and resides 
in the islands. This 
bird of prey measures, 
as an adult, at 16 to 18 
inches in length, the 
female being larger. 
Two color phases ex-
ist: a dark phase (dark 
brown head, breast, 

and underwings), and a light color phase 
(dark head, light breast and light under-
wings). Feet and legs are yellowish in 
adults and greenish in immatures.

The hawk is known to breed only on 
Hawai‘i Island. The hawk's range is esti-
mated to encompass 2,372 square miles, 
comprising 58.7 percent of the island of 
Hawai‘i. Population estimates conclude 
there are about 3,000 in the wild.

Coral, pg. 15

Healthy coral environments support all kinds of marine life.             Photo from legacyreeffoundation.org

Coral bleaching harms more than the coral.
Photo from legacyreeffoundation.org

The endemic ʻio, Hawaiian Hawk, is no lon-
ger on the federal endangered species lists. 

Photo from Wildlife Conservation Biology

statewide sunscreen ban, which Ruderman 
co-sponsored. The ban prohibits the sale or 
distribution of oxybenzone and octinoxate-
containing sunscreens and cosmetics in the 
state, unless by prescription. The ban begins 
on Jan. 1, 2021.

Another purpose of Legacy Reef Foun-
dation is to educate the public about the 
importance of coral reefs. School and com-
munity groups are invited to visit their head-
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Keeping HealtHy in Ka‘ū
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With the threat of the novel corona-
virus (2019nCOV), a flu vaccination is 
more important this year, according to the 
state Department of Health. DOH issued 
a statement advising physicians statewide 
to be alert for patients who traveled from 
Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China. DOH 
provided a detailed medical advisory to 
healthcare providers on reporting, testing, 
specimen collection, and interim health-
care infection control recommendations. 
DOH advised providers to notify DOH 
Disease Outbreak Control Division imme-

Department of Health: Flu Vaccination More Important Now
diately if a patient meets the case criteria.

DOH advises everyone (six months 
and older), especially those who travel, to 
receive a flu vaccination. Dr. Sarah Park, 
state epidemiologist, said, "With the cur-
rent flu activity, there will likely be cross-
over in clinical presentation so the more 
people vaccinated against flu, the more 
helpful that will be."

DOH promised to closely monitor 
the outbreak of 2019-nCoV in China and 
to regularly coordinate with Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. In addi-

tion to issuing the Medical Advisory, DOH 
is coordinating with Emergency Medical 
Service personnel/first responders, the 
Department of Transportation, and infec-
tion control partners in medical facilities 
throughout the state. DOH is also moni-
toring its respiratory surveillance network 
which reviews flu activity in the state. 

Online resources for the 2019-nCoV 
are posted at health.hawaii.gov/prepare/
cdc-issues-warning-about-pneumonia-
cases-in-wuhan-china-caused-by-novel-
coronavirus/.

Aloha Kidney Classes, Thursdays in Pāhala
Learn about kidneys and their func-

tion at Aloha Kidney in Kaʻū on Thursday 
afternoons, 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. through 
Feb 20, at Kaʻū Resource Center, 96-3126 
Puahala St. in Pāhala. The free class series 
is lead by retired kidney doctor Ramona 
Wong, MD.

The announcement about the classes 
asks attendees to bring a pen and invite 
"those who love you to enroll, especially 
if they buy/cook your food." The class is 
open to "anyone who loves their kidneys, 
especially if they have Chronic Kidney 

Disease, excess protein in urine, or de-
creased glomerular filtration rate."

The class sessions began in Janu-
ary. The February classes each focus 
on different aspects of CKD: Feb. 6, 
Food, labs, meds . . . help?! Under-
stand what matters with CKD; Feb. 13, 
Options if kidneys fail: Dialysis, trans-
plant, natural life options; Feb. 20, 
Choices: Others share their journey 
with dialysis, transplant, natural life.

Enroll online at alohakidney.com 
or call (808) 585-8404.

Kaʻū Rural Health Community As-
sociation will hold its 21st annual Health 
Conference and General Membership 
Meeting on Friday, Feb. 28 at Pāhala Com-
munity Center from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

This year's theme is A Kaʻū High 

Kurisu Headlines Kaʻū Rural Health Conference Feb. 28
School Student Perspective on Resil-
iency. The keynote speaker will be Der-
ick Kurisu, Vice President of KTA Stores 
Hawaiʻi. Kaʻū High School Youth will 
speak. Invited guests include Hawaiʻi 
County Mayor Harry Kim, Lt. Gov. Josh 

Green, and Kaʻū's County Council Mem-
ber Maile David.

At the event, there will be student art 
exhibits, an auction, free health screenings, 
informational booths, and door prizes.

Register in advance: 808-928-0101.

Safe drinking water is at the heart of 
the PFAS Action Act, supported by Kaʻū's 
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard. The act would bar 
manufacture of "Forever Chemical" poly-
fluoroalkyl substances, which are found in 
non-stick cookware, water-repellent cloth-
ing, stain resistant fabrics and carpets, 
some cosmetics, some firefighting foams, 
and products that resist grease, water, and 

Bill Would Ban 'Forever Chemicals' in Cookware, Clothing
oil. The act would also direct the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to establish 
drinking water standards, and authorize 
$100 million for this and for a grant pro-
gram to support treatment efforts.

Many PFAS-related provisions that 
were stripped from the final version of the 
2020 National Defense Authorization Act 
are included in the new bill.

Gabbard has introduced two bills, the 
Oxybenzone and Octinoxate Impact Study 
Act of 2019 and the Reef Safe Act of 2019, 
to study and protect public health and the 
environment from potentially harmful 
chemicals in sunscreen. She joined with 
41 of her colleagues to introduce the Ban 
Toxic Pesticides Act of 2019, to re-ban the 
use and stockpile of pesticide chlorpyrifos.
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KA PEPA vOLCANO
Glover Wins Contract to Fix Roads, Trails in Volcanoes Park

Repairs to infrastructure torn apart by 
2018 earthquakes in Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park will begin mid-February, ac-
cording to a statement from the Park. Local 

Volunteers Essential to Function of National Park
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Nation Park would 

have a tough time fulfilling its mission 
without its corps of dedicated volunteers, 
says a statement released by the Park in 
January.

Last year, 651 
park volunteers con-
tributed 27,568 hours 
of their time helping 
the Park. They worked 
in museum collec-
tions and archives, led 
hikes and answered 
countless visitor ques-
tions, monitored the 
backcountry, restored 
native forest, main-
tained trails, helped 
save native animals 
like honu‘ea (hawks-
bill turtles) and other 
endangered species, 
and so much more. 
Their invaluable effort is equal to 13.25 
full-time equivalent employees working 
40 hours a week, or $701,000, according to 
Park estimates.

In January, the Park and its non-profit 
partners, the Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park and Hawai‘i Pacific Parks 
Association, hosted a lunch and apprecia-
tion party for the volunteers.

Volunteer coordinator Kūpono Mc-

House and Kīlauea Iki are also closed. Oth-
er repair sites include the five-mile section 
of Hilina Pali Road from Kulanaokuaiki 
Campground to Hilina Pali Overlook cur-

rently closed 
to vehicles, 
the road to the 
Park's water 
catchment sys-
tem, pavement 
near the en-
trance station, 
and Chain of 
Craters Road.

Work is 
expected to 
finish this sum-
mer. Funding 
comes from 
Federal High-
way Adminis-
tration's Emer-
gency Relief 
for Federally 

Owned Roads and Trails Fund, Supplemen-

tal Appropriations for Disaster Relief Act of 
2019, and the Federal Lands Transportation 
Program. 

Extend-
ed closures 
of Chain of 
Craters Road 
below Puhi-
mau Crater 
parking area 
and Hilina 
Pali Road of 
up to three 
weeks are 
anticipated 
during the 
work, but specific dates have not been set. 
All repair-related closures in the Park will 
be communicated to the public in advance. 

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park 
Acting Superintendent Rhonda Loh said, 
"We're very excited to see this project mov-
ing forward. There's been a lot of planning 
and preparation to get to this point. When 
complete, the road and trail repairs will re-

store access to some truly spectacular views 
and unique backcountry experiences. We 

thank the public for their patience as we con-
tinue with park disaster recovery efforts."

Additional disaster recovery continues 
in the Park, which sustained significant dam-
age from the 60,000 earthquakes that shook 
Kīlauea between April 30 and Aug. 4, 2018. 
The Park's recovery progress is regularly up-
dated on the park website at nps.gov/havo/
recovery.htm.

Visitors gaze at Kīlauea Iki Crater from the Pu‘u Pua‘i Overlook. 
NPS photo/Janice Wei

Employees of the Federal Highway Administration and National Park Service plan 
repairs to the road leading  to Kīlauea Overlook.                                      NPS photo

construction company Jas. W. Glover won 
the $3,298,000 contract to fix roads, paved 
trails, and other features.

The work is a big step toward restoring 
visitor access to sections of the Park. Closed 
for public safety since May 2018 are Crater 
Rim Drive and Crater Rim Trail between 
Kīlauea Military Camp and Kīlauea Over-
look. Waldron Ledge and Crater Rim Trail, 
a.k.a. Earthquake Trail, between Volcano 

Daniel told volunteers that the park could 
not fulfill its mission without their invalu-
able efforts: "On behalf of the entire park, 
we are deeply humbled by all that you do. 

tional Park is to protect, conserve, and study 
the volcanic landscapes, and associated natu-
ral and cultural resources and processes, and 
to facilitate safe public access to active volca-

nism, diverse geographic settings, and wilder-
ness for public education and enjoyment.  

Anyone interested in volunteering at 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park can visit 
volunteer.gov/gov, or contact Kūpono Mc-
Daniel at (808) 985-6015 or kupono_mcdan-
iel@nps.gov.

When more than 600 people are willing 
to do my job for free, I am reminded how 
powerful and far-reaching our work really 
is. Volunteers are the true philanthropists, 
the people who give their most valuable 
commodity, their time, to ensure our parks 
are here for the next generation."

The mission of Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
Working Families, from pg. 7
creating more affordable housing units, 

the Legislature, together 
with public and private part-
ners, is working to end the 
cycle of poverty."

This is the first joint 
House and Senate legisla-
tive bill package since 2004 
and it has the backing of the 
Governor. Saiki called it 
"an example of innovative 
reforms and targeted invest-
ments to help ensure a bet-
ter future for residents and 
the state."

Ige said it provides a 
blueprint for changes for 
generations to come, to bet-
ter the lives of Hawaiʻi's 
people and make the islands 

a place that future generations will be able 
to afford to call home. "Many of our fami-
lies are living paycheck to paycheck, and 
this proposed package of bills is designed 
to ease the burden on those struggling to 
stay afloat and provide a more stable future 
for the next generation."

The legislative economic package tar-
gets tax relief for working class families and 
individuals; increases the minimum wage, 
develops leasehold housing for the working 
class; provides tax exemptions for develop-
ers to build below market priced homes; 
provides infrastructure for developments 
at or near rail stations; expands childcare 
options for parents near their work places, 
creates a new Schools Facilities Agency 
and allows the state Department of Educa-
tion to focus on education.

Read more at auw.org.
Keep up on bills at capitol.hawaii.gov.

Group shot of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park volunteers and supervisors taken Jan. 22.                              NPS photo/Janice Wei
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families who live along the North Shore of 
Oʻahu, or those who suffered from recent 
historic storms on Kauaʻi, or the people of 
West Maui, who were affected by unprec-
edented high tides, or those affected by 
devastating wildfires on The Valley Isle."

Ige pointed out that "recently, Time 
Magazine named Swedish teenager Greta 
Thunberg its Person of the Year for 2019. 
She is a passionate and compelling young-
ster who believes we all have a part to play 
in preventing climate change. She sets an 
example for all of us. "

Ige challenged "our own young stu-
dents to think about Greta's message to us. 
The adults in this room often talk about 
sustainability and the future. But for those 
under 21, it is more about your future than 
ours. It is never too early to take owner-
ship of it.

"Because it's as much about everyday 
activities as it is about large or sweeping 
public policy. We can work with the Leg-
islature to permanently set aside 10,000 
acres in conservation under the State's 

Legacy Land program, as we have over 
the last year and a half. We can mandate 
100-percent clean energy usage by 2045. 
But without your involvement, public 
policy is just that: a policy written on a 
piece of paper. It is your support and daily 
participation that transforms those policies 
into meaningful actions."

The governor gave the example of 
KUPU, the nonprofit youth organization 
"dedicated to making a difference in their 
communities," which has participated in 
many land and ocean stewardship projects 
in Kaʻū. He thanked John Leong, Direc-
tor of KUPU, and asked a group from 
KUPU to "stand and be recognized for 
their contributions to making a difference 
in Hawaiʻi."

He said the KUPU volunteers "are 
only a few years older than those of you 
who are still in school. The future will be 
here faster than you think. But you don't 
have to wait for that day to come. These 
young folks have shown how you can 
make a difference right now."

Coral, from pg. 12

ʻĀina, from pg. 1

with our present understanding of its place 
in the food pyramid."

Donations can be made at inter-
land3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.

State Legislation Would End Sale of New Gas-Only Vehicles
The last decade for selling gas-only 

powered vehicles in Hawaiʻi would begin 
this year if state Rep. Takashi Ohno's bill 
passes the Legislature. House Bill 2593 
would allow the sale of only electric, hydro-
gen, or hybrid vehicles by car dealerships 
starting in 2030. Re-sale of gas-powered, 
used vehicles as well as purchase of large 

commercial vehicles or buses would still be 
allowed. "Seeing young leaders take the lead 
to protect our planet inspired me to make a 
strong statement on how Hawaiʻi can be a 
model of clean energy," said Ohno. "Future 
visitors to our state will see Hawaiʻi's roads 
full of green cars and understand how deeply 
our community cares for the planet we all 

share."
Hawaiʻi remains the most fossil-fuel 

dependent state. The Hawaiʻi Clean Energy 
Initiative seeks to achieve 100 percent clean 
energy by 2045, including reducing the 
state's overall ground transportation fossil 
fuel use by 385 million gallons per year.

Rep. Richard Creagan said he thinks it 

is a positive and bold idea, and will be study-
ing the bill and such aspects as tax credits 
to help purchase the green vehicles, and 
availability of charging station that will be 
needed to carry it out, especially on the Big 
Island where travel distances are longer and 
charging stations are few.

driver and her one passenger stalled out. 
They were rescued in the night. State De-
partment of Transportation officials on the 
scene called the water "big."

Waterfalls were visible in the moun-
tains above Hwy 11 and in Wood Valley. 
A group of Wood Valley residents, at a 

Weather, from pg. 1 flooded ford with water too high to cross, 
talked about a scary Saturday night with 
the sound of boulders rolling and crashing 
in the streams.

Kapāpala Ranch reported 15.05 inches 
of rain in four days. Residents and workers 
reported roads destroyed and making new 
paths across pastures to travel to Pāhala.

aspx?name=E347254&id=2. To become in-
volved, volunteer in the lab or in the office 
at NEL. There is also a Pau Hana event on 
most last Fridays – call 808-664-5737 in ad-
vance. See legacyreeffoundation.org.
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