Billy Kenoi Inspired: ‘If Can, Can, If No Can, Still Can!’

Billy Kenoi passed away on Jan. 25 and is well
remembered.
Photo by Tim Wright

Billy Kenoi passed away on Jan. 25
at age 52, from the rare leukemia myelofibrosis, which he began to battle in 2015.
The former Mayor of Hawai‘i County
served two terms, the first beginning
when he was 39 years of age, the youngest to serve in the post. He last made a
public appearance on Dec. 7 with opening
remarks at the swearing in ceremonies for
Mayor Mitch Roth, the County Prosecutor
and County Council members.
After he spoke, Ka‘ū’s councilwoman Maile David, who is Chair of the

County Council, spoke of the “wise words
of our honorable keynote speaker,” former Mayor Billy Kenoi. “I am reminded
of his belief in ‘together we can’ and the
cultural significance of lōkahi. Throughout his term, peace and unity was a priority and ever present in every aspect of his
administration. No one person, agency or
nation has the perfect answer or perfect
plan, but collaboration is key in developing the most effective approach,” said the
Council Chair.
After his passing, she said, “It has

been my privilege and honor to have
known and worked with Billy Kenoi
during my role as Councilmember. As a
native Hawaiian, Billy was and will continue to be my inspiration. I will always
remember and cherish his unique ability to
touch people with his thoughts and words
of wisdom. He will live in my memory as
a true example of aloha and humility and
one who demonstrated a deep respect for
this beautiful island, his sense of place,
his cultural connection, and love for the
Billy Kenoi, pg. 3
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State of State: COVID Crushing, Hope is the Way

The Governor gave Hawai‘i’s State
of the State address at the Capitol in Honolulu on Jan. 25. During the annual presentation, Gov. David Ige said, “Twelve
months ago, we met in the House Chambers planning for what we thought would
be a very bright and promising year. State
revenues were at a high of $8 billion. Our
unemployment rate was the lowest in the
nation, and we had our best credit rating
ever from the bond market. Literally overnight, our expectations were crushed by
the coronavirus pandemic.
“Hawaiʻi moved quickly. On Feb.
28, the Hawaiʻi State Laboratories were
among the first in the nation to begin testing for the coronavirus. On March 25, we
implemented a statewide stay-at-home
order. And on March 26, we imposed a
14-day quarantine for travelers—again,
one of the first in the nation. But the virus
was not to be denied. On March 31, we
recorded our first fatality.
“With so much to deal with, where
do we begin? In spite of it all, I believe
we begin with hope. Hope, because there
are safe and effective vaccines being distributed and more on the horizon. Hope
because we have a president who believes
in science and who has real empathy for
the millions of Americans affected by this
disease. Hope because all around us, there
are everyday heroes.
“Alofa Nua ran a small tire shop on
Oʻahu with his wife Tanya, working seven
days a week. He was young, healthy and
full of life. Last March, he began feeling
ill and developed a fever. That’s when he
got tested for COVID-19. He thought it
was just the flu, but he was wrong.
“A week after being admitted to the
hospital, he began to have trouble breathing. The doctors at Queen’s told him they
would have to put him on a ventilator. In
his words, they put him to sleep in March
and he woke up in May. He was in the
hospital for 7 ½ weeks.
“During his stay, his heart stopped
twice, his lungs collapsed, and his body
State of State, pg. 3
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The way of wai, water flowing during a January flood, rushing down Nāʻālehu drainage canal toward the park and rodeo grounds as shown in this image
by Bob Martin. On Jan. 25, mountain streams ran strong, the flood closed Hwy 11 near Honuʻapo and blocked the crossing of gulches. See more photos of
Ka‘ū running water, by Martin, accompanying the Governor's State of the State address.
Photo by Bob Martin

PONC Welcomes Suggestions for Lands to Conserve

Suggestions for lands to be permanently preserved by the County of Hawai‘i can
be submitted through Feb. 26. The public
can nominate lands for cultural or historical significance to the Public Access, Open
Space & Natural Resource Preservation
Commission. The PONC funds are derived

from 2 percent of Hawai‘i County's annual
real property tax revenues, as required by
a successful ballot initiave to amend the
County Charter during an election years
ago.
Thousands of acres, including properties along the Ala Kahakai National His-

toric Trail, have been preserved along the
Kaʻū Coast through PONC and partner
funding.
The most recent land acquisition by
PONC consists of 12.639 acres in Puapua‘a
in North Kona. A statement from the office
PONC, pg. 8

Kaiali‘i Kahele was sworn in as member of the 117th Congress on Jan. 3. Representing Kaʻū and all of the rural districts in
the islands, he is Hawaiʻi's newest elected
official in the U.S. House of Representatives. Kahele is Hawaiʻi's first member
of Congress living on this island. He established his office in his hometown of
Hilo, marking the first time a member of
Congress’ main state office is based on a
Neighbor Island.
During his first week as a Congressman, Kahele faced the storming of the
Capitol and responded quickly. As a member the House and Hawai‘i Air National
Guard, Kahele said, "The U.S.National
Guard has been protecting the republic
since 1636 and we will protect it again
on January 20th. We will have a safe and

secure inauguration and a peaceful transfer of power. Thank you to the thousands
of citizen soldiers protecting our State and
National Capitols." Kahele retweeted the
post of General Daniel Hokanson, Chief of
the National Guard Bureau, saying "@USNationalGuard is Always Ready, Always
There."
Kahele joined veterans and reserve
military members of Congress to ask
for prosecution and penalties for all participants connected to the military who
stormed the U.S. Capitol. Kahele cooperated with Seth Moulton and Jake Auchincloss, Democrats of Massachusetts; Don
Bacon, a Republican from Nebraska; and
Jimmy Panetta, a Democrat from California. They wrote a bipartisan letter to Acting
Kai Kahele, pg. 4

Less than a week after taking the oath as Kaʻū
and rural Hawaiʻi’s Representative in Congress,
Kai Kahele, himself a member of the Hawai‘i Air
National Guard, faced the issue of the storming of
the Capitol.
Photo from Kai Kahele

Congressman Kai Kahele Takes the Oath for Rural Hawai‘i
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Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Reopens Visitor Center Stores

The Visitor Center store at
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park
reopened. Operated by Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Association, stores also
reopened at Pu‘uhonua o Hōnauanau
National Historic Park, KalokoHonokōhau National Historic Park,
and Pu‘ukohōla Heiau National Historic Site.
Purchases at park stores support the national parks in a number
of ways. "Please join in our excitement and visit us soon at any of our
Hawai‘i Island locations," says a
statement from Hawai‘i Pacific Parks
Association.

Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks Association Store at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park Visitor Center has reopened.
Photo from HPPA

Hours at the Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park All Kīlauea Visitor Center store are seven days a week from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Pu‘uhonua o Hōnauanau
National Historical Park store is open
seven days a week, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Kaloko-Honokohau National Historic
Park store is open Saturday and Sunday
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and Pu‘ukohola
Heiau National Historic Site store is
open Friday through Monday, 10 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m
Online shipping also supports
the parks athttps://shop.hawaiipacificparks.org.

Case Calls to Protect Coffee, Cattle & Macadamia Nuts

To help protect coffee, macadamia and cattle from
pests, and to conserve wildlife, including the native
‘ōhi‘a tree and monk seal, Congressman Ed Case reintroduced the Hawai‘i Invasive Species Protection Act
in January. It would require preclearance inspection of
baggage and cargo for invasive pests before they enter
the state. It is the same kind of check that is required
of cargo and baggage leaving Hawai`i for many destinations. “In other words, what is good for California
should be good for Hawai‘i,” said Case.
Hawai‘i Invasive Species Protection Act would
require U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and
Plant Inspection Service, in cooperation with other federal departments and the State of Hawai‘i, to conduct
visual, x-ray and canine inspections, as appropriate, on
persons, baggage, cargo and any other article destined
for direct movement to the State of Hawai‘i. The inspections would search for high-risk invasive species and
agricultural materials. They would be conducted at airports, ports and postal sorting facilities prior to direct
travel to the State of Hawai‘i.
The Case legislation would require APHIS to work
with the State of Hawai‘i to develop and publish a list of
the high-risk invasive species and agricultural materials
for the State of Hawai‘i. It would pay for these inspections by increasing Agriculture Quarantine Inspection
fees to cover the full cost of inspection.
Case said that since he introduced this
bill in the last Congress, “even more invasive
pests and diseases have snuck into Hawai‘i
including coffee leaf rust, which is devastating our coffee industry. My bill would be a
critical component in preventing these invasives that are threatening our unique national
resources and local agricultural producers
from coming to Hawai‘i.”
Case read the following into the Congressional Record: “Invasive species pose an
especially grave threat to Hawai‘i’s unique
ecosystems, natural resources and agricultural communities, in part due to Hawai‘i’s
unique geography. Hawai‘i is the most isolated island chain and one of the most ecologically diverse places in the world. We
are 2,282 miles from the Continental United
States, 2,952 miles from Japan and 4,772
miles from Washington, DC, with no other
islands in close proximity. We have within
our constrained borders ten of the 13 world
climate zones.

“However, tragically, in large part due to invasive species, in the wild. Although we will never know the true number
Hawai‘i has become the endangered species and extinction capi- of species that have gone extinct in Hawai‘i, best estimates
Case Calls to Protect, pg. 12
tal of the world. Hawai‘i currently has 502 species listed as endangered, more than any other state and almost half of the total
endangered species nationwide. Many of these species are critically endangered and face an extremely high risk of extinction
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was constantly fighting one infection after
another. By all accounts, he should not be
with us today. But he is—because of his
own resilience and the love and support
of his family.
“More importantly, Alofa is a survivor because of the dedication, professionalism and sincere concern of his medical
caregivers, who refused to let him lose
his battle with the virus. They are the true
heroes of Hawaiʻi. And there are many
others, including our first responders and
essential workers, who go to work every
day, despite this deadly pandemic.
“Here in Hawaiʻi, we have always
counted on each other in good times and
bad. Our past is filled with moments like
this. We were at our best when we were
looking out for each other—when we
didn’t let others, or the times, tear us
apart. This is who we are. This is who
we’ve always been.
“And so, we shoulder this mantle of
shared responsibility for ourselves and for
each other. We have a choice of letting
this pandemic dictate our destiny or working together to create a brighter tomorrow.
I ask you to join me in determining a new
path to the future.”
Concerning Public Health, the governor said, “It was a year that changed life
as we knew it. More significantly, it was a
time when we lost so many—family members, friends, co-workers and neighbors.
Our thoughts and prayers are with their
families at this moment. That’s why our
most important responsibility right now
is to protect the health and well-being of
Billy Kenoi, from pg. 1
people of this land. Aloha ‘oe to a beautiful soul.”
Kenoi is survived
by his wife Takako,
daughter Mahina and
sons Justin and Liam.
The
current
Mayor released a
statement. Roth said,
“Billy Kenoi was
the embodiment of a
true Big Island boy
Billy Kenoi
Photo by Julia Neal and a pillar of our
community.
His time as mayor and the accomplishments made under his direction were
just a small glimpse of the man he was
and the aloha he had for this community.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his
wife Takako and his three children today
as we remember a man who brought with
him tenacity, vigor, aloha, and a can-do
attitude that is unparalleled to most. In
his honor, I ask that when faced with any
challenge, big or small, that we remember
his famous words, ‘if can - can; if no can
– still can!’”
Ka‘ū’s Congressman Kaialiʻi Kahele
issued the following statement: “It is with
deep sadness that I grieve with the people

The Ka‘ū Calendar

The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i

A stream raging up Wood Valley Road.

everyone in Hawaiʻi. That means having
accurate, reliable and timely information.
It means having an effective testing system to identify outbreaks and a comprehensive contact tracing network. It means
having the resources to isolate those with
the virus and to provide the medical care
they need.
“We will continue to take the tough

Photo by Julia Neal

actions necessary to
keep our community
safe, including the
Safe Travels airport
screening program.
Hawaiʻi was among
the first to demand
pre-travel
testing
and quarantine procedures. That’s one
of the reasons we
lead the nation with
the lowest COVID
infection and death
rates.
“We are also implementing a comprehensive strategy
for the distribution
of vaccines in every county. We are
getting vaccine to
people where they
live and where they
are able to receive
it. And we will be
working with the
Biden administration
to expedite the distribution of vaccines to

everyone.
“My thanks to the Hawaiʻi National
Guard and the private hospitals, who
played such a large role in assisting us in
so many areas.
“I would also like to thank mayors
Derek Kawakami and Mike Victorino –
and former mayors Harry Kim and Kirk
Caldwell – for their support and coopera-

January 2021
tion during this crisis. And I am grateful
to mayors Mitch Roth and Rick Blangiardi for stepping in to continue this work.
“Finally, protecting everyone’s health
means staying the course—because we
are far from being out of the woods. As
I noted earlier, this responsibility is one
that is shared by all. We must all continue
to follow the three W’s: WEAR a mask;
WASH your hands, and WATCH your distance.” To those, I would add, get vaccinated when it’s your turn. And I thank you
for your personal sacrifices.
“Concerning Our Families’ Economic Well-being, the governor said that
“protecting our families’ health is only a
part of taking care of their overall wellbeing. Our families are struggling just to
survive. Hawaiʻi went from having the
lowest unemployment rate to having one
of the highest in just a few weeks. That’s
why we have paid out more than $4 billion in unemployment benefits during the
pandemic. That’s why distributing the
federal CARES Act funds was a priority.
“We are grateful for the assistance
of the Senate and the House—especially
Sen. Donovan Dela Cruz and Rep. Sylvia
Luke—in helping us direct these monies
to those who needed them, including:
$75 million in restaurant cards for the
unemployed; $25 million to small businesses for new products and markets; $3
million to support the commercial fishing
industry; $61 million for PPE for business
and educational institutions; $10 million
for local PPE manufacturing; $15 million
for childcare providers; $31 million for
State of State, pg. 10

of Hawaiʻi over the passing of my
dear friend and mentor, Billy Kenoi.
Throughout his life, and especially
as a leader of the people, Billy always had the attitude that anything
is possible. In what would become
a viral commencement address to
Hawaiʻi Pacific University graduates, Billy said, ʻthere is no such
thing as no can ... always can!’
“He knew how to make anyone feel special, through his inspiring words he was able to touch the
hearts of others, and in doing so,
often created positive change in the
community where needed.
“With Billy, he would be the
last to accept recognition, yet the
first to give it to someone else.
Billy showed us, by example, the Billy Kenoi with the late Officer Bobby Gomes and wife Phoebe, who were long time Pāhala residents.
Photo by Tim Wright
importance of investing in our communities. His imprint and contribube greatly missed,” said Kahele.
Vibrant Hawai‘i’s Executive Directions are seen throughout the County of
Gov David Ige said, “Billy Kenoi was tor Janice Ikeda said, “Several years ago
Hawaiʻi and will be felt for generations.
an energetic and inspirational leader who we worked on the Hawaiʻi Island United
“Maria and I extend our deepest had a knack for bringing people together. Way campaign together. I had tremendous
sympathies to Billy’s wife Takako, his His death is a huge loss for our commu- admiration for his leadership, generosity,
daughter Mahina, and his sons Justin nity. Dawn and I express our deepest con- and the way that he always thanked his
and Liam. Billy leaves an indelible mark dolences to Billy’s family and loved ones. hardworking team every time he was beon the hearts and minds of the people of
The governor said he will order flags ing publicly recognized. “I will never forHawai’i, especially those lives he gener- to fly at half-staff in honor of former May- get him saying to me, ‘One day we going
ously touched on Hawaiʻi Island. He will or Billy Kenoi on the day of his memorial be old and see each other walking around
service. At press time, arrangements were Liliʻuokalani. And we will stop and shaka
pending.
and say - eh remember what we did, back
Vibrant Hawai‘i, which sponsors then, for our community? And we going
Resilience and Food Hubs in Pāhala and smile and say, Yeah. We did good.’
Nā‘ālehu, released a statement. Kenoi
Ikeda said, “Let’s honor his legacy
was a member of Vibrant’s Board of of aloha, service, generosity, shining the
Directors.“The Board is reflecting on light on others, giving people a chance to
many haliʻa aloha of our friend, mentor, try, and having faith that together we can and fellow Board Member, Billy Kenoi. till the day we cross his path again in that
He was a great leader, so much fun, and heavenly garden. And we stop, and shaka,
could light up any room.”
and smile, and say, ‘We did good.’”
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
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Stars over Ka‘ū - February 2021
by Lew & Donna Cook

The Solar System
Mars remains in Aries (ARI) for
most of February before dropping further behind earth in this perpetual race
around the sun. Mars ends February in
Taurus (TAU). In December, Jupiter and
Saturn came as close to each other in our
sky as they will for 400 years in the future. Their closest approach was about
1/5th of the diameter of the moon in the
sky, but a whopping 455 million miles
from each other. As a reminder, our place
in the solar system is a mere 93 million
miles from the sun. Dan Vanderzanden
took this shot showing an artificially
brightened Saturn along with Jupiter and
2 of its moons. Why brighten Saturn?
Remember that the farther from the light
source (the sun), the dimmer the light.
These 2 giant planets are too close to the

sun to be seen this month.
MOON AND SUN
Tara Mostofi took this “Happy New
Year” photo of her friends celebrating
the exit of 2020 silhouetted against the
just past full moon. She has a fantastic
location for this shot of the rising moon
and her friends. They were a fair distance
away - 1800 feet (but MUCH closer than
the moon - some 235,000 miles)!
EVENT
Const. . ............. Moon Rise Moon Set
Last Quarter
Feb. 4 (LIB)...... 12:22 am 12:07 pm
New Moon
Feb. 11 (CAP).... 7:06 am
6:37 pm
Kai Kahele, from pg. 1
Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller
and Acting U.S. Attorney General Jeffrey
Rosen. It raises concerns over active duty
and retired military service members and
veterans under investigation, or who have
been arrested, in connection with their participation in the Jan. 6 insurrection at the
Capitol.
Kahele and colleagues ask for timely
responses to a list of questions that seek to
discover administrative and legal tools that
could prosecute those who participated in
the insurrection; suspend security clearances; affect benefits earned during military service, military base access and installation privileges; and prohibit working
for the federal government or any company
that does federal government contracting
work. Here is the letter they signed and
sent to the Secretary of Defense and Acting Attorney General:
"We write with grave concerns over
reports that multiple active duty and retired
military service members and veterans are
under investigation, or have been arrested,
in connection with their participation in
the riot and insurrection in the U.S. Capitol last week. As veterans and Members

First Quarter
Feb. 19 (TAU).... 11:58 pm
1:22 am
(after midnight Thurs. am)
Full Moon
Feb. 26 (CNC).... 6:57 pm
7:55 am
(the next morning)
*The night before
Sunrise.................Sunset
Feb. 5 ............. 6:55 am
6:17 pm
Feb. 12 ............. 6:51 am
6:21 pm
Feb. 19 ............. 6:47 am
6:24 pm
Feb. 26 ............. 6:43
am 6:28 pm
CONSTELLATIONS
AND DEEP SKY
OBJECTS
The Virgin (VIR)
is rising in the east,
but the brightest star in
VIR, Spica, is just below the horizon. Other
constellations are Gemini (GEM), the twins
(high in the east), and
lower we find Leo, the Dan Vanderzanlion. The mighty hunt- den presents his
conjunction of
er, Orion is crossing Jupiter and Satfrom high in the east to urn images with
Saturn brightvery high in the west.
The ship of Jason ened a bit. Two of
Jupiter’s moons
and the Argonauts is (discovered by
rising low in our south- Galileo) are viseastern sky at chart ible on either side
time. This ship is com- of Jupiter. Image
Credit: Dan
posed of three constel- Vanderzanden
In the 1840’s, the supermassive double star eta
Carina went through an
eruption as it adjusted
itself as the stars evolve.
It got nearly as bright as
Sirius, the brightest star
in Canis Major (CMA),
the Big Dog, before fading. It has gone through
several prior outbursts.
Image credit: N. Smith
& NASA/ESA Hubble
Space Telescope.

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east,
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west,
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

lations: the Keel (CAR), the Poop Deck
(PUP) and the Sail (VEL).
Eta Carinae is the most massive
and luminous star system within 10,000
light-years. We show an image of it here
taken by the NASA/ESA Hubble Space
Telescope. It barely rises above the

southern horizon here in Ka‘ū. It will rise
around chart time. Its maximum height is
limited to only 11 degrees elevation due
to its position in the sky. It may become
a supernova! Its position is shown on the
ESE horizon on our chart.

of Congress, who have taken the Oath of
Office twice over, we have sworn to protect the Constitution and hold accountable
our fellow Americans who have served in
uniform to the Oaths they themselves have
sworn to our country.
"As you know, Section 3 of the 14th
Amendment to the Constitution provides
that no person may hold civil or military
office in the United States, who, having
taken an Oath as an officer of the United
States to support the Constitution, shall
have engaged in insurrection or rebellion
against the United States. This provision
was enshrined in our Constitution in the
Reconstruction Amendments which were
adopted in the wake of the Civil War. Our
leaders knew then that the security of our
democracy requires that service members,
veterans, and retirees of the U.S. military
should be investigated, convicted, and
found guilty if they committed insurrection
or rebellion against our country.
"Recent news reports have identified
retired or discharged service members as
being present at the Capitol and taking
part in the riot that occurred on January 6,
2021....Given the 14th Amendment provision previously referenced, we are conKai Kahele, pg. 16

CLASSIFIED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112,
936-8623.
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Bull kicks up his heels after launching paniolo into the dust at Nā‘ālehu Rodeo Grounds, where events are on pause during the pandemic.

January 2021

				

Photo by Julia Neal

Ka‘ū Paniolo Pray for Pandemic Relief for Rodeo Events
This time each year, Ka‘ū paniolo prepare and head to the Pana‘ewa Stampede
Rodeo, an annual staple in the local rodeo world. This would have been its 29th
year, but the pandemic paused the Stampede for 2021. All events at the county's
Pana‘ewa Equestrian Center are on pause.
Also on hold are the regular competitions
at Nā‘ālehu Rodeo Grounds, sponsored by
Ka‘ū Roping & Riding Association.

Nā‘ālehu’s Lenaia Andrade is the winner of an All
Around Cowgirl title at Pana‘ewa Stampede.
Photo by Charles McKeand,HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

Sheep Riding is the entry event for many keiki growing up with rodeo.
Photo by Charles McKeand, HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

Addie Flores of Kaʻū took first place in a Youth
Barrel Racing event at Pana‘ewa.
Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

Local rodeo organizer Tammy Kaapana said Ka‘ū Roping & Riding is attempting to come up with safe practices to hold
events that would ensure distancing between participants. With rodeo being out-

doors and many events solo, it could be
possible, she predicted.
Kaapana said it is hard for the keiki
who are inspired by Ka‘ū rodeos to learn
the paniolo culture and to participate in

their first competition, like riding sheep
and roping a mock steer made from a sawhorse. Keiki events in Nā‘ālehu often include Dummy Roping for ages four and
under and five to eight, Goat Undecorating, Barrels and Poles. Kaapana said there
is a lot of pent up energy to rope and ride
again with animals kicking up dirt and the
crowds cheering. A rodeo without a crowd
would be a new experience at Nā‘ālehu
Rodeo Grounds, which draws many local
families.

Pāhala Pool: Weekday Hours Expanded to Train, Exercise
Pāhala Pool expanded its hours for
swimming and other aquatic exercise in individual lanes, beginning Feb. 1. The county Department of Recreation announced
the new hours for each swimmer to exclusively use a single lane for 45 minutes at a
time. They are Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m.,
2 p.m. and 3 p.m. Lane times on Tuesdays and Thursdays are 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 1
p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. The hours could be
changed to make room for swim programs,

should they be organized for Ka‘ū.
Maurice C. Messina, Director of Parks
& Recreation, said, "We appreciate the
public’s patience and understanding during this time, as we begin to welcome back
age-group swim teams. Please be aware
that pool availability may be limited due
to other programs running concurrently in
the pool." For questions regarding expansion of pool operations, call the Recreation
Division at 961-8740.

Prepandemic Pāhala Pool events included swim meets with youth from around the island. The pool is
still open for training and exercise, with every other lane in use and a settling time between swimmers,
Monday through Friday.
Photo by Julia Neal
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KA‘U
SCHOOL
&
YOUTH
Eder Wins Entrepreneur Marketing Award for Ka‘ū Quality

Cyrus Eder, the Kaʻū High School
junior and son of Tina and Bert Eder, of
Pāhala, won a Young Entrepreneur Marketing Award in January. Aina Akamu,
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teacher of the high school's Agri-preneurship Global Learning Lab class, made the
announcement.
The class participated in the Hawaiʻi

Agricultural Foundation's Young Entrepreneur's Program. Akamu noted that "Students
created their own small businesses and created original value-added products using a
locally sourced agricultural product that were sold
locally and across Hawaiʻi
and the U.S. Our students
fulfilled orders from California, Texas, and Las Vegas. We had five businesses created by Kaʻū High
students this year."
Eight schools participated, creating 13 student
business teams statewide.
Kaʻū High students created five of them. Three
of Kaʻū's five businesses
were operated by individual students.
Four prizes went to
the top teams categories
of Best Product, Best Video Pitch, Best Marketing
Plan and Packaging, and
Best Overall.
Hawaiʻi Agricultural
Foundationʻs Executive
Board selected Eder as
Winner of the Young Entrepreneurs
Program’s
Best Marketing Award.
Akamu explained,
“Cyrus started a company
called Kaʻū Quality, and
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Cyrus Eder, making his F.I.T. powder drink with
locally sourced dehydrated fruit.
Photo from Aina Akamu

created a product called F.I.T. Powder, an
all-natural, healthy, dehydrated fruit powder that can be used to create a Fruit Infused
Treat by adding it to water, tea, and other
drinks or recipes.
“Cyrus spent time during the first semester researching the health benefits of
various fruits, creating a business and marketing plan, and working on his packaging
and product design. A major inspiration for
his product was his mentor, Kobe Bryant.
Many of Cyrus’ packing and logo design
elements paid tribute to Kobe and the LA
Lakers.”
Liz Stanton-Barrera, Education Program Manager of the Hawaiʻi Agricultural Foundation, shared “On behalf of the
Eder, pg. 7
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EVENTS
&
ACTIVITIES
Hawaiian Earth Helps to Launch New Farm on Campus

Hawaiian Earth Products brought a
dozen crew members to the school farm in
Pāhala on Saturday, Jan. 30 to help launch
a learning program connected to agriculture
and food. Marvin Min, Sr., is Vice President of the company and an alum of Kaʻū
High and said he is happy to provide assistance to the school where his mother and
grandmother worked. His mother still lives
in the village.

Hawaiian Earth Products crew joins students and staff to prepare the new farm on the Pāhala school campus with clearing and mulch from community green
waste.
		
Photo by Sharon Beck
Kumu Moses Kaho‘ohele Crabbe, right, along
with Kawehi Ryder and students at the blessing of
the farmland on the school campus in Pāhala.
Photo by Reed Takaaze

Other members of the Hawaiian Earth
Products team, who are Kaʻū High alumni,
attended the blessing and workday with
school students and staff to prepare the
farm. They are Mahoe Dancel, who was a
student when Principal Sharon Beck took
her first job there, and Kendrick Polido.
Others from Hawaiian Earth were Galen

Ichinose, Gerald Kosaki, Cody Min, Hailey
Polido, Josiah Kiko, Sharra Dancel, Haalipa Dancel, Mahoe Dancel, Jr., Keawenuipoepoe Dancel and Trevin Pasion.
Leading the blessing were Aloha ‘Aina
a mau lua Kumu Moses Kumu Kaho‘okele
Crabbe, and Kumu Debbie and Kawehi Ryder along with Principal Sharon Beck.
Aina Akamu, one of the organizers of
the new program in farming, food and developing products, said he welcomed three
juniors and a senior to help out. “At the Hawaiian Blessing at the piko of our garden

holding the ‘ipu filled with ‘awa and wai
niu (coconut milk) were Cody Ah-Yee, son
of Herman and Louann AhYee of Nā‘ālehu,
and Cyrus Eder, son of Bert and Tina Eder
of Pāhala. Also assisting during the day was
Kelson Gallano, son of Tymon and Brenda
Gallano, of Pāhala and Dustin Dancel (the
only senior), son of Kaulahao Dancel, twin
brother of Mahoe Dancel. The three junior
boys are a part of the pilot Global Learning
Lab in Agri-preneurship this year at Ka‘ū
High School and spent the first semester
creating and operating their own student

created businesses. This semester, they are
helping prepare the school farm and gardens to create more opportunities for other
students to learn about Mālama ‘Āina and
taking care of our precious natural resources,” said Akamu. Hawaiian Earth Products,
students and staff helped prepare the ground
for mulch that it makes from green waste
deposited at county transfer stations. Its
spokesman Reed Takaaze explained that
Hawaiian Earth Products, under contract
with the county and using no poisons, emHawaiian Earth, pg. 14

make presentations. "We welcome presentations on work done directly for Hawaiian
biocultural resources and also recognize
that Hawaiʻi depends, in part, on global
knowledge that can be applied locally.
The Conference is intended to support and
strengthen exchange and relationships between managers and researchers working
collaboratively for improved conservation
outcomes."
A new pilot program will offer students
and emerging professionals submitting abstracts to the conference extra support in
honing their abstract writing skills. “Abstract Mentors, consisting of our community of conservation mentors, established
professionals and leaders, will review the
Mentee's abstract and provide constructive feedback utilizing the Conference Abstract Evaluation Criteria, prior to the official deadline to submit an
abstract." This program is

available on a first-come, first-serve basis.
The abstracts are due by Feb. 19.
See more on the conference website
at
https://www.hawaiiconservation.org/
conference/2021-conservation-conference/.
Organizing sponsor Hawaiʻi Conservation Alliance describes its approach:
"Conserving and restoring native ecosystems is a complex endeavor involving diverse communities, government agencies,
non-governmental organizations, businesses, academia, and elected officials. In
order for us to address the myriad of comEder, from pg. 6
Hawaiʻi Agricultural Foundation, we’d like
to congratulate your team Kaʻū Quality,
for winning the Overall Marketing Award
for the F.I.T. Powder product! This team
showed exceptional work in innovative
product and marketing strategies.”
HAF saw that Kaʻū Quality was the
“business
with the best
overall marketing and
promotion
plan including originality of the
brand
and

plex and dynamic threats to our natural
resources, we must work collaboratively
from strong cultural foundations with the
best available science."
logo, utility and attractiveness of packaging
and its design, robustness of marketing campaign, and cohesiveness of the above with
overall branding/identity of the business.”
Eder said, “I had a lot of fun learning
new skills like how to start a business, and I
learned a lot by making mistakes and figuring out how to make my fruit powder better. I also did more work in one semester
than I ever did at school before, but it was
fun thinking of ways to make my company
better.”
Akamu urges everyone to “Please join
me in congratulating Cyrus on this amazing
and wonderful accomplishment. His prize
came from the the Hawaiʻi Agricultural
Foundation.”

Students & Pros Invited to Participate in Kūlia i ka Huliau

Striving for Change - Kūlia i ka huliau
- is the name of the 2021 Hawaiʻi Conservation Conference to be held in late July of
2021, hosted by the Hawaiʻi Conservation
Alliance. Among the sponsors that are active in Ka‘ū are The Nature Conservancy,
National Park Service, U.S. Geological
Survey, University of Hawai‘i and Kamehameha Schools.
The announcement says the conference, which will be virtual this year, will
share cutting-edge scientific research from
the field as well as innovative tools and approaches for addressing critical island conservation issues, with a special focus on research and management presentations that
affect the natural resources upon which
Hawaiʻi depends.
The conference is open for students,
professionals and community groups to
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
See Fresh Food on The Kaʻū Calendar
directory for farms, ranches,
takeout, and updates at
www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

IN PERSON
A BRUSH WITH LIGHT gives the public a chance to "immerse in Hawaiʻi
Island’s magnificent landscapes and
plants," says the statement from Volcano Art Center. Catherine Robbins’
"evocative oil paintings" will be a solo
exhibition, A Brush with Light – Volcanic Island Reflections, at Volcano Art
Center Gallery in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
National Park. The show runs through
Feb. 14, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Wednesday
– Sunday.
OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents movies on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Gates open
at 4 p.m. Once the car park area is
full, gates will be closed. There will
be refreshments on sale, such as Thai
Grindz, popcorn, and candy. No entry
or membership fee; donations accepted.
Attendees must join Ocean View Theater Club on Facebook. For details, see
the Ocean View Community Market
and Outdoor Theater Facebook page.
See story on page 9.
GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for
Discovery Harbour Golf Course and
its Clubhouse: The new Club offers
Social Memberships, with future use
of the clubhouse and current use of the
pickleball courts as well as walking and
running on specified areas of the golf
course before 8 a.m. and after 3 p.m. to
enjoy the panoramic ocean views. Golf
memberships range from unlimited
play for the avid golfer to casual play
options. Membership is required to
play and practice golf on the course. All
golf memberships include Social Membership amenities. Membership fees are
designed to help underwrite programs
and improvements to the facilities. Call
808-731-5122 or stop by the Clubhouse
during business hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
daily at 94-1581 Kaulua Circle. Email
clugatdiscoveryharbour@gmail.com.
See The Club at Discovery Harbour
Facebook page. See story on page 5.
HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN
TRAILS AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE.
Drive to the overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park at Volcano and
Kahuku units. See nps.gov/havo.Take
a Guided Nature Walkthrough Nature Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center
Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village.
No reservations for five or fewer – limited to ten people. Free; donations appreciated. Email programs@volcanoartcenter.org. Garden is open to walk
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through at one's own pace, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. weekdays. volcanoartcenter.org,
967-8222.

ONLINE
SIGN UP FOR VOLCANO WOOD
SHOW EXHIBITION, coming up this

ing ID 990 4865 9652 or click zoom.
us/j/99048659652. PAR staff will be
available to answer questions and to
discuss the legislative process. Anyone
wanting to listen in without taking part
in discussions is welcome. Learn more
at lrb.hawaii.gov/public-access-room.

100-person limit, social distancing required. Gate unlocked for vendors at
5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations
needed. Parking in upper lot only. Vendors must provide own sanitizer. Food
vendor permits required. Carpooling
encouraged.
OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at
Ocean View makai shopping center,
near Mālama Market. Hours for patrons
are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up time is 5 a.m. Masks
required.

FOOD SECURITY

Crisp nights and mornings followed the January storm leaving snow on Mauna Loa above
Makanau and the lands below that have been conserved along the Ka‘ū Coast.
Photo by Bob Martin

PONC, from pg. 1
of Mayor Mitch Roth says, "the purchase
will ensure the preservation of numerous prehistoric and historic cultural
sites, including a burial complex and the
Kauakaiakaola Heiau. The Kauakaiakaola Heiau is among the most important
historical and cultural sites in the State,
similar to other West Hawai‘i historical
sites such as Keolanāhihi, Mo‘okini Heiau Puʻuhonua O Hōnaunau."
More than 3,100 acres of coastal
land at Kahuku were purchased, in part
with participation from PONC, which is
open to new ideas to buy more property
for conservation. Photo from state Department of Land & Natural Resources
summer at Volcano Art Center. See
page 14 for more information.
KA‘Ū HOSPITAL ANNUAL PUBLIC
MEETING will be Saturday, Feb. 20
at 1:15 p.m. by Zoom. See Page 13 to
sign up.
HAWAI‘I LEGISLATURE IS OPEN. Virtual Workshops on Hawaiʻi's Legislative Processes through Public Access
Room. Sign up by contacting (808)
587-0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov.
Ask questions and discuss all things
legislative in a non-partisan environment. Attend Coffee Hour with PAR:
Fridays at 3 p.m. on Zoom, meet-

Properties might qualify for preservation because they offer education, public access to beaches or mountains, cultural significance, natural resources, and
outdoor recreation. Such nominations
for conservation could be for beaches,
coastal areas, forests, places of natural
beauty or involve the protection of natural resources, lands, and watersheds for
general benefits to the public.
The 2021 Suggestion Forms must be
received by Friday, Feb. 26 at 4:30 p.m.
To obtain the 2021 Suggestion Form to
nominate properties, contact Maxine
Cutler, of the county's Property Management Division, at 961-8069.

KA‘Ū COFFEE FESTIVAL'S VIRTUAL
PRESENCE continues to grow and be
archived at www.kaucoffefestival.com.
See stories and photos of farmers and
their orchards, a concert and classes
and discussions about Ka‘ū Coffee.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper Center, Volcano Village on Sundays.
6 a.m. to 10 a.m., with much local produce, baked goods, food to go, island
beef and Kaʻū Coffee. Cooper Center's
EBT Machine, used at the Farmer's
Market, is out of service until further
notice. EBT is used for Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly
Food Stamps. Call 808-967-7800.
‘O KA‘Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu,
open Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Limit of 50 customers an
hour, 20 vendor booths, with 20 feet
of space between vendors. Masks and
hand sanitizing required, social distancing enforced. Contact Sue Barnett,
OKK Market Manager, at 808-3459374 (voice or text) or kaufarmer@aol.
com for more and to apply to vend. See
facebook.com/OKauKakouMarket.
OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET, open Saturdays and Wednesdays,
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., on the corner of
Kona Drive and Highway 11, where
Thai Grindz is located. Managed by
Mark Council. Masks mandatory.
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PICK UP FOOD WEEKDAYS in the
parking lot of ACE Hardware in Ocean
View from Hope DIA-mend Ministries
TLC at 4:45 p.m. From 115 to 320
meals available each day, coordinated
by pastors Pam and Lance Ako. For
help or to donate, call or text Ako at
808-937-6355, or call 808-920-8137.
See them on Facebook and at hopediamendministries.com.
BULK SCHOOL MEAL SERVICE for
those 18 and under will be held at Volcano and Pāhala on alternating weeks.
Every Friday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., pick up
food in Volcano, and at Kaʻū District
Gym. Food items include fresh vegetables, eggs, cereal, dry pasta, rice, beans,
tortillas, milk, and canned vegetables
and fruit. Each distribution provides
enough food for every person 18 years
and under to eat breakfast and lunch.
No income requirements. Youth do not
need to be present to receive bags but
be prepared to give their names and
birthdates. See volcanoschool.net or
call 808-985-9901.
EMERGENCY BOXES are available at
Cooper Center Tuesday through Saturday 8 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. Call ahead,
967-7800.

CHURCH SERVICES
OCEAN VIEW EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY CHURCH holds services on
Sundays beginning with Sing-Along
on the Square at 10:15 a.m., followed
by Sunday Morning Service at 11 a.m.
In-person services following CDC
Guidelines and Hawaii mandates by using hand sanitizer, wearing face masks
and practicing social distancing. Music
and Sermons are posted to FaceBook.
com/OVECC. Also see FaceBook.com/
OVECC for more. The church campus
for Ocean View Evangelical Community Church is at 92-8977 Leilani Circle.
Call 808-939-9089 or call 928-8039 or
937-2155.
ATTEND SUNDAY DRIVE-IN WORSHIP SERVICE AT WAIʻŌHINU'S
KAUAHAʻAO CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH. Parking on the lawn begins at 10 a.m., with Worship Service
starting at 10:10 a.m. Face coverings
required when usher comes to vehicle
to pass out worship bulletin and other
materials, and at the same time, collect
any offering or gifts the individual(s)
would like to give, or when leaving
vehicles for the restroom. Church provides paper fans to stay cool. Bring water. Catch the live-streamed service at
10:10 a.m. and Praise Jam, which runs
from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Service is
emailed Sunday afternoon to anyone on
the email list. Sign up by emailing at
dwongyuen.kauahaaochurch@gmail.
com or call 928-8039 or 937-2155.
ST. JUDE’S HOSTS LIVE DIGITAL
WORSHIP on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
on Zoom. Anyone with difficulty using
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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Zoom can contact DonHatch@Hatchville.com. "Don't be shy. Zoom is an
easy app to use," said Ocean View's St.
Jude's Episcopal Church spokesperson
Cindy Cutts.
Hope DIA-mend Ministries holds outdoor
services Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 92-898
Ginger Blossom Lane in Ocean View.
Masks and distancing required. For
help and/or to donate, call or text Pam
and Lance Ako at 808-937-6355, or call
the Ministry at 808-920-8137. See them
on Facebook and at hopedia-mendministries.com.

HEALTH & FITNESS
TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN HEALING
SERVICES from Hui Mālama Ola Nā
‘Ōiwi including La‘au Lapa‘au. Learn
Ho‘oponopono, traditional gardening for healing plants, and Lomilomi.
Sign up at HMONO.org/services. Call
969-9220.
SWIM LAPS AT PĀHALA POOL Mondays through Fridays. See story on
Page 5.
KA‘Ū HOSPITAL offers COVID testing
referral from the ER, a physician or a
Kaʻū Clinic health provider.
FREE DRIVE THRU COVID Testing,
Saturdays at Kea‘au High School in
Puna, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., and Wednesdays
at Konawaena High School from 2 p.m.
to 6 p.m. and Civic Auditorium in Hilo
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. (enter from Kuawa Street entrance). No co-pay, no insurance necessary, but bring insurance
card if have. People do not have to have
symptoms in order to be tested. Social
distancing must be observed and face
coverings must be worn at all times. For
more, call Civil Defense at 935-0031.
MICRONESIAN LANGUAGE COVID-19 Helpline is supported by We
Are Oceania, weareoceania.org, to help
with identifying COVID-19 symptoms,
testing, quarantine, health insurance,
housing, unemployment. Call (808)
913-1364. Watch the video at facebook.
com/watch/?v=989579144844697.
FEELING DEPRESSED, ANXIOUS,
need someone to talk to? Call Department of Health's expanded Hawai‘i
C.A.R.E.S. program at 1-800-753-6879
– the same number previously used by
Crisis Line of Hawai‘i. Individuals in
crisis can also text ALOHA to 741741,
available 24/7.
BIG ISLAND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
COUNCIL'S Practice Self-Care Series
feature refreshing wellness tip. Follow
the Behavioral Health & Homelessness
Statewide Unified Response Group at
facebook.com/bhhsurg.
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TWO WOMEN'S HEALTH PROGRAMS
from Kaʻū Women's Collective: Piko
focuses on reproductive health; increasing access, respect, cultural competence, education, and choice. Pilina
aims to grow membership and establish
a culture of collaborative decision-making. Follow @kau_womens_health collective. Contact rootsmedieshawaii@
gmail.com. Call 808-450-0498.
TALK STORY ON NĀ LEO TV series
aims to help deliver accurate and current information to Hawaiʻi Island residents. Airs live Thursdays at 10 a.m. on

CHOOSE ALOHA AT HOME is available
to families, to provide a healthy way to
grow together using neuroscience and
positive psychology. Program uses a
series of self-guided videos, activities,
and "dinner table discussion topics."
Sign up at chooselovemovement.org/
choose-love-home.

EDUCATION
FREE WIFI for students is available in
Pāhala, Nāʻālehu, and Ocean View
through Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary. Read details on Page 7. Questions?

From Congresswoman to Podcaster

Tulsi Gabbard has launched a public
affairs podcast. The former member of
Congress who represented Kaʻū and all
of rural Hawaiʻi said her podcast goes
"beyond the media sound bite to share
in-depth insights and thought-provoking
conversations. You can subscribe/follow
wherever you listen to podcasts and on
YouTube. The address is https://tulsigabbard.com/podcast. In her introduction to
the new show, Gabbard says:
“Over the last several years, one of
the most beautiful things that I have experienced and appreciated throughout my
service in public office and the military
are the people I've met from all across
the country, around the world, and the incredible conversations that we've shared.
Whether it was visiting a farmer in Iowa,
or a pastor in South Carolina, or a small
business owner in Syria, we are all connected - children of God, brothers and sisters, and we have so much more in common than we may realize.
“Now more than ever during these
dark and divisive and dangerous times,
we have the opportunity to be a positive
force, to help heal the divide, to treat each
other with aloha, with respect and love
and better understand each other.

Spectrum Channel 53, streaming on Nā
Leo's free mobile app, and on-demand
at naleo.tv/covid19.
HEALTH & FITNESS for Kūpuna, 808bfit.com, contains videos for kūpuna to
play and move along with. There are
videos for stretching, tai chi, yoga,
dancing, dance fitness, bon dance, hula,
chair dancing, and chair yoga.
YOGA with Emily Catey Weiss, Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 9
a.m. at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani
Campus in Volcano Village. Advanced
registration required; $5 per class. volcanoartcenter.org/events, 967-8222.

“So on my show, I will go beyond the
sound bite and share in-depth information, insights, and thought-provoking discussions, and I'll answer your questions

Kaʻū’s representative in Congress until Jan. 3
was Tulsi Gabbard, who launched a podcast.
See https://tulsigabbard.com/podcast.

whether they are about foreign policy,
politics, the environment or maybe just
questions you have about life, yoga meditation, music, surfing or food. We will
tackle the great challenges of our time
together. We will go where others won't,
gain new perspectives and we will never
shy away from the tough conversations.”
See khpes.org or call 313-4100.
RESILIENCE HUB at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji, Monday-Wednesday-Friday, noon to
4 p.m. Drop-in wifi and laptop access,
3-D printer, free meals for participating keiki. Follows all county, state, and
federal COVID-19 guidelines. Contact
Michelle Galimba, 808-430-4927.
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB Mobile Outreach
and Tutoring Programs at rb.gy/o1o2hy.
For keiki grades 1-6. Contact Boys &
Girls Club of the Big Island Administrative Office, Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at (808) 961-5536 or
email mobiletutoring@bgcbi.org or
info@bgcbi.org.
'OHANA HELP DESK offers online How-
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To Guides for Chromebooks and iPads
at rb.gy/8er9wm. ʻOhana Help Desk also
available by phone, weekdays, 7 a.m. to 8
p.m., Sundays from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
INVITE PARK RANGER to Virtually
Visit Classes, through connecting with
teachers and home-schoolers with distance learning programs and virtual
huakaʻi (field trips). Contact havo_education@nps.gov.
WEEKLY VIRTUAL TOWN MEETINGS, hosted by Kaʻū High & Pāhala
Elementary, Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
Discussion topics include attendance,
best practices, Grab-n-Go meals, school
updates, questions and feedback, and
more. Go to KHPES.org for Live WebEx link.
PĀHALA & NĀ‘ĀLEHU LIBRARIES,
open for WiFi, pick-up, and other services. Nāʻālehu open Monday and
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday,
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pāhala open Tuesday, noon to 7 p.m., Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., limited entry into library with
Wiki Visits. Schedule a Library Take
Out time at picktime.com/hspls. Open
for library card account help and reference assistance from the front door.
WiFi available to anyone with a library
card, from each library parking lot. See
librarieshawaii.org.
FREE BOOK EXCHANGE, at laundromats in Ocean View and Nāʻālehu, provided by Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries.
Open to all. Keep the books, pass them
on to other readers, or return them. Selection of books replenished weekly at
both sites.

PETS & WILDLIFE
FOOD FOR PETS is available through
KARES. Call David or Barbara Breskin
at 319-8333.
REPORT HUMPBACK WHALES in
Trouble at NOAA Fisheries 24 hour
hotline, 1-888- 256-984. Also report
distressed sea turtles, monk seals and
dolphins.
JOIN THE ANNUAL HUMPBACK
WHALE COUNT by making personal
reports. Visit oceancount.org or email
cindy.among-serrao@noaa.gov.
FOR FREE VETERINARY CARE, Spay
& Neuter, visit hihs.org, Services Tab,
Spay and Neuter or Community Vet
Care, or email petsupport@hihs.org.
Call 808-217- 0154. All appointments
must be scheduled in advance and are
open to healthy dogs and cats. Two pets
per family will be accommodated, each
pet with own appointment. Unavailable
to animals other than dogs and cats.
Unavailable to strays and those with
contagious illnesses.
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Flood waters from Alapa‘i Stream nearly fill the
drainage canal near Hwy 11 in Nā‘ālehu.
Photo by Bob Martin

State of State, from pg. 3
computers and connectivity for our students; $14 million to bring in nurses and
healthcare workers, and $5 million for
food assistance.
“We also spent more than $71 million in housing assistance to about 13,700
households who would have otherwise
faced eviction. This program was cited
by Forbes Magazine as a model for the
nation in getting rent checks to landlords
faster than any other state.
“Moreover, the pandemic underscored why having a steady supply of affordable housing is so important for our
families’ well-being. We achieved our
initial goal of building 10,000 new homes
by 2020. But we need to do more. I am
setting a new goal of 3,000 more units by
the end of 2022.
“We also want to make lands available to build affordable leasehold homes,
particularly around the rail line. As I outlined last year, if we can reduce the cost
of land, we could dramatically lower
the overall cost of affordable housing in
Hawaiʻi. I will be asking you to consider
a bill to do just that. More importantly, the
initiative would keep this supply of housing affordable forever.
“We also want to invest more in capital improvement projects, adding infrastructure and roads that will allow us to
develop more homes. To that end, I am
asking my administration to take a sweeping look at how we generate affordable
housing—from financing through construction. There are at least four agencies
involved in housing that could benefit
from better coordination and economies
of scale.
“In fact, construction has been the
one bright spot during this pandemic. We
expect to see investments of $1.1 billion
in state capital improvement projects.
Federal transportation projects—such as
airports, harbors and highways—will add
another $1.1 billion. And the private sector is expected to contribute another $10
billion and thousands of jobs to help re-
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The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
start our economy.”
from state programs.
Regarding education, the governor
“For the first time in our state’s hissaid, “Also critical to our families’ well- tory, we borrowed $750 million to help
being is the continuing education of their make payroll. In spite of these significant
children. Transforming an entire public measures, we are still projecting that reveducation system during a pandemic is enues will not fully recover to pre-panno small feat. We started this school year demic levels until 2024. Even with the
with teachers and students embracing on- most generous of federal assistance, it is a
line learning. Our schools were provided staggering deficit. But there are things we
guidelines on how and when to transition can do to reduce the pain.
to blended learning and when they can
“Government will have to tighten its
safely return to the classroom.
belt; our citizens will be asked to do more
“Those decisions are being made by with less; and we will all need to help each
the individual schools. This ties in with other. Unlike past years, our main budget
ongoing efforts to move the DOE into a initiative will be to find ways to cover the
more school-based system. We want prin- historic shortfalls. There are many paths
cipals and educators—those most famil- toward that end. I know there will be disiar with staff, students and their commu- agreements on how we get there. No one
nity—to be empowered to design schools has all the answers. But the best answers
of innovation that best meet their needs.
lie in the ones we arrive at together—not
“Last year, the Legislature estab- in spite of each other, but because of each
lished a School Facilities Agency to
bring our aging school buildings into the
21st century. Even before the pandemic,
the new agency was viewed as an exciting new initiative which will also provide jobs and economic opportunities for
Hawaiʻi. The School Facilities Agency is
a first step in maximizing school lands by
building teacher housing, childcare facilities, after-school centers and other uses
that are compatible with school facilities.
It’s also part of a larger recovery plan,
which I will get into shortly.
“Building new schools also means
jobs and is an integral part of our recovery and resiliency efforts. Working with
all stakeholders, we plan to aggressively
move forward on three pilot projects to
serve as a model for the schools of the
Wai‘ōhinu Stream flood waters exiting the canal
future.
near Ka‘alu‘alu Rd looking towards Green Sand
During this pandemic, we’ve been Subdivision.
Photo by Bob Martin
forced to not only rethink the classroom
but to take instruction beyond its walls. other. More than ever, we need to lean on
We’ve had to ask teachers to look for that collective effort to manage this fiscal
other ways to teach. And we’ve had to crisis.
ask parents and students to take a more
“I might add that the latest report
active role in their own education. If the from the state’s Council on Revenues
pandemic has taught us anything, it has
shown us that it does take an entire village
to educate a child.
In addition, the University of Hawaiʻi
is also combining distance and in-person
learning for its 50,000 students across
all campuses. They are doing this while
continuing to maintain a research engine
generating more than $400 million for our
economy.
Concerning economic recovery, the
governor outlined government services,
saying, “At a time when government is
being asked to be all things to all people,
every state is facing historic revenue
shortfalls. And so, from the beginning of
this crisis, we’ve been monitoring its impact on the state’s finances and taking action. These actions have included: Reducing the current budget by $402 million;
transferring $345 million from our rainyday fund; and eliminating $350 million
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projects our economy will outperform
earlier dire predictions. The council now
expects the state to generate nearly $6.3
billion in tax revenues for this fiscal year.
That’s why we were able to adjust the
DOE’s proposed reductions and now have
about $123 million to restore to our classrooms. In a sea of bad news, that is good
news indeed.”
The governor put forth short-term initiatives, saying, “In the meantime, we still
have to find ways to revive our economy
and do so as quickly as possible. There is
no silver bullet and it will take time and
perseverance. The struggle for businesses
to stay afloat during this pandemic has
been daunting at best. Because of this, the
state is planning to cover the interest payments on the $700 million DLIR loan on
behalf of employers. That amounts to over
$165 million that our businesses would
otherwise have to make up over the next
six years.
“Hawaiʻi has been among the hardest hit states in terms of job losses and
economic activity. More than 580,500
Hawaiʻi workers filed unemployment
claims last year. Moreover, in the face of
a life-threatening virus, where is the sweet
spot between ensuring the health of everyone and keeping the economy going?
When the CDC is telling everyone not to
travel, how do we sustain our hotels and
all those small businesses who depend on
our visitors?
“The struggle to find that answer has
been apparent. The problem is a complex
one. It calls for flexibility and a willingness to turn on a dime. That is not something that government has been good at.
It is something that we must get better at.
“Last Spring in response to COVID-19, we launched a 14-day quarantine
for travelers—something that the federal
government is now looking to emulate
with travel to the U.S. The quarantine was
devastating to our visitor industry. But it
State of State, pg. 15
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Judge Bans Commercial Collecting of Aquatic Life for Aquariums
A court in Hawai‘i in January banned
all Hawai‘i commercial collecting of aquatic life for aquariums. The ruling by Circuit
Court Judge Jeffrey Crabtree, issued Jan. 12,
requires the ban unless and until the aquarium fishing industry completes and wins
approval through the Chapter 343 environmental review process. The ruling responded
to filings from aquarium fishing opponents,
including Willie and Ka‘imi Kaupiko of
Miloliʻi, and Mike Nakachi, For the Fishers and the Center for Biological Diversity.
Earthjustice attorneys represent them.
Kaʻimi Kaupiko said, "We are thankful
that the Judge once again upheld the letter
and intent of our environmental laws, even
though it doesn't make sense that we should
have to keep going back to court over and
over again to say the same thing. Hopefully,
this time the state will fulfill its kuleana.
‘Nuff already with the loopholes."
A statement from the state Department
of Land & Natural Resources says, "Any-

Newly Certified
Kitchen at OVCA

The upgraded kitchen at Ocean View
Community Center has been reapproved
as a Certified Commercial Kitchen. It becomes available for rental starting Feb 7.
Those interested, contact Chris Garske at
chrisgarske@gmail.com.

OVCA Kitchen opens to public.
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Collecting marine life for aquariums on a reef. The business was banned by a Circuit Court Judge in January, pending the industry completing and winning
approval of an environmental review.
		
Photo by Paul Cox/Earthjustice

one who takes marine life for commercial
purposes must have a Commercial Marine
License issued by the Department of Land
& Natural Resources' Division of Aquatic
Resources. This requirement applies to all
kinds of take of aquatic resources, including
commercial aquarium collection. More than
3,000 CMLs are outstanding. Forty-one
CML holders reported aquarium catch in
2020. The Court's ruling explains that none
of the current CMLs may be used for commercial aquarium collection. The ruling
does not affect other types of commercial
fishing or taking of marine life."
DLNR Chair Suzanne Case said,
"Commercial aquarium collection has been
controversial for many years in Hawaiʻi.

Various court orders over the years have
narrowed the allowed scope of the industry. The DLNR has faithfully implemented
those orders and will now faithfully implement this ruling completely banning the
industry without an approved EIS." DAR
stated that it is notifying CML holders about
the Court's ruling.
Earthjustice issued the following statement: "The state Department of Land &
Natural Resources improperly sidestepped
a court order invalidating commercial marine licenses used for aquarium fish collection, the state's environmental court. Willie
Kaupiko, Ka‘imi Kaupiko, Mike Nakachi,
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For the Fishes, and the Center for Biological Diversity, represented by Earthjustice,
returned to court with a motion to enforce a
Nov. 27, 2020 ruling declaring DLNR's issuance of commercial licenses for aquarium
fish collection invalid and illegal for failure
to comply with the state environmental review law. Despite the ruling, DLNR allowed
the aquarium pet trade to continue operating
under these illegally issued licenses."
According to the Earthjustice statement, "the Nov. 27 ruling closed a loophole DLNR created after a 2017 Hawai‘i
Supreme Court decision requiring environmental studies for state-issued commercial
aquarium permits.
Under the loophole, DLNR has
allowed the industry to continue operating with commercial
marine
licenses instead,
resulting in hundreds of thousands
of animals being harvested for
the trade despite
the court-ordered
Aquariums, pg. 12
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Case Calls to Protect, from pg. 2
are that in the last 200 years alone, 28 bird,
72 snail, 74 insect and 97 plant species have
gone extinct.
“As one particularly poignant example,
two years ago the Atlantic published an article, The Last of Its Kind, which chronicled
the death of George the snail. He was the
last Achatinella apexfulva, a species of tree
snail that is endemic to the island of O‘ahu.
This article calls attention to the alarming
fact that snails in Hawai‘i are disappearing
at an alarming rate, perhaps faster any animal on Earth right now, victims of various
factors in part linked to invasive species.
“The threat to our state tree, the ʻōhiʻa
lehua, is also illustrative of our growing
crisis. Used for poi boards and outrigger
canoes, the ʻōhiʻa lehua is important to Ha-

Coffee Berry Borer is a major pest for Kaʻū Coffee farmers.
Photo from University of Hawaiʻi

Aquariums, from pg. 11
moratorium on commercial collection."
Earthjustice attorney Kylie Wagner
Cruz said, "The court has confirmed — yet
again — what community members and
environmental advocates have been saying all along. Exploitation of public marine
resources for private profit cannot happen
without first conducting environmental
review."
The ruling "directs DLNR to enforce

Page 12

February, 2021

The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
ple and cattle to tropical specialty crops like
fruit and cut flowers in the highest demand
worldwide.
Yet it is exactly because these crops
like our natural resources have adapted to
Hawai‘i’s uniqueness that they are the most
susceptible to devastation from external
species against which they have no natural
Kaʻū Coffee Leaf Rust devastates orchards.
defenses. Invasive species have drastically
Photo from state Department of Agriculture
impacted agriculture in Hawai‘i, threatenwaiian culture and the islands’ watersheds. ing some of the islands’ most valuable crops
As the first tree to grow in new Hawai‘i in the state’s third-largest industry.
“Hawai‘i’s third most valuable crop,
lava flows, ʻōhiʻa grows throughout the watershed creating new soil, stabilizing steep the macadamia nut, is under threat from the
mountain ridges and comprises approxi- macadamia felted coccid. Macadamia felted
mately 80 percent of Hawai‘i’s native forests. However, rapid ‘ōhi‘a death, or ROD,
caused by an invasive fungal pathogen, kills
‘ōhi‘a trees quickly, and threatens the stability of Hawaii’s native forests. Since its discovery on the Big Island in 2014, ROD has
spread to Kauaʻi, Maui and Oʻahu, and has
killed hundreds of thousands of trees.
“Hawai‘i’s unique circumstances also
have given rise to one of our nation’s most
diverse and productive agricultural communities. With a year-round growing cycle, our
crops have ranged throughout our history
from the highest quality sugar and pineapthe loophole closure and require compliance
with the environmental law before allowing
the trade to operate."
Earthjustice reported that plaintiffs in
the lawsuit are "deeply involved in the environmental review for West Hawai‘i and
O‘ahu aquarium permits," and played a key
role in the string of aquarium poaching busts
by state enforcement officers along the Ka‘ū
and Kona Coast in the last year.

Leaf dieback from felted macadamia coccids.
Photo from state Department of Agriculture

coccid has been found in all of Hawai‘i Island’s macadamia growing regions. The
felted coccid reduces macadamia tree output by draining nutrients from the tree. Invasive species coupled with increased rain
led to a 22 percent decline in the macadamia
nut harvest this year compared to last year.
“The cattle industry, which produces
one of Hawai‘i’s most important agricultural commodities, has been dramatically
affected by the introduction of the invasive
two-lined spittlebug. Since being detected
in 2016, the pest now infects more than
125,900 acres of grassland and is clearing
lands for invasives grasses that further affect Hawai‘i’s ecosystems.
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Felted macadamia coccid cover nuts on the tree.
Photo from state Department of Agriculture

“Yet despite these incontrovertible
and growing impacts of external species on
Hawai‘i’s natural resources and economy,
existing federal law leaves Hawai‘i largely
defenseless against increasingly destructive
invasives.
“Imports by air and sea, the only means
of in-bound transportation to our island
state, lack any effective regulation to screen
out invasives. This is despite a fairly robust
screening of exports from Hawai’i to the
Continental United States to screen out invasives from Hawai‘i viewed as harmful to
mainland agriculture. Many are invasives
that, ironically, were invasives into Hawai‘i
to start with.”
Case said he sought to crack down on
this lax regime to prevent and curb inva-

Macadamia felted coccid devastated this macadamia tree.
Photo from University of Hawai‘i

sives with his introduction in 2005 of H.R.
3468, modeled after New Zealand and other
isolated jurisdictions with the most stringent
invasive species prevention regimes in the
Case Calls to Protect, pg. 16
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A Journal of Good Health, Food, and Fitness

A tiny rapids from Kaʻū Hospital grounds during
the heavy rains over Kaʻū.
Photo by Julia Neal

Kaʻū Hospital’s sister facility issued
a COVID vaccine update in late January.
The hospital reported that 3,800 vaccines
have been administered at Hilo Medical
Center since Dec. 23 and kūpuna 75 and
older are receiving COVID vaccinations,
with those 65 and over being scheduled.
By January 25, more than 4,000
kūpuna and frontline healthcare workers were scheduled. For kūpuna 65 and
older, plus essential workers, 9,000 appointments were preregistered. The hospital is also scheduled for coming weeks.
For long-term and extended care facilities
Hale Hoʻola Hamakua and Yukio Okutsu
State Veterans Home, clinics for the sec-

ond vaccination were set for the first week
of February.
To register, for those 75 and older, go
to:https://www.hilomedicalcenter.org/covid-19-vaccine-sign-up-information/vaccine-appointments-75/. Register on CDC
VAMS website and schedule an appointment – Check out an instructional video
for signing up on VAMS https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzlXMj5ayXU&t=8s.
Also see the Hawaiʻi Island COVID-19
Vaccination Clinic Resource Sheet.
See a virtual CEO town hall on the
hospital’s COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution
Plan. Watch past virtual CEO town halls on
the Hilo Medical Center YouTube Channel.

A portable isolations of any kind, or
tion sink is a new and
suspected infections, we
“very important piece
isolate those patients
right away but unforof equipment for Kaʻū
tunately, being such a
Hospital,” says it adsmall facility, we only
ministrator
Merilyn
have one true isolation
Harris. She thanked
room so we needed to
the “generosity and
partnership of Kaʻū
come up with some creHospital
Charitable
ative alternative. Harris
Foundation and ‘O
noted that Sherrie Bazin,
Kaʻū Kākou.” She said A portable isolation sink is a new acquisi- Director of Nursing, did
that Kaʻū Hospital cel- tion for Kaʻū Hospital.
some research and came
Photo from Ka‘ū Hospital
ebrated the arrival of
up with the idea of purthe new sink. “Especially in these COVID chasing a portable isolation sink that can
times when we are taking every possible be moved to the hallway outside of any
precaution to prevent the spread of infec- room where it is needed. The sink offers
tion, hand washing is extremely critical.
hot and cold water, soap and drainage just
"When we have patients with infec- like any other sink.

“It's amazing! Our heartfelt gratitude
goes out to all whose donations made this
purchase possible!” said Harris.

January 2021

Sign Up for COVID Vaccinations

Foundation, OKK Donate Isolation Sink to Ka‘ū Hospital
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Hospital Annual
Meeting Feb. 20

Weigh in on operations of Ka‘ū Hospital during the annual meeting of the East
Hawaiʻi Regional Board of Directors of
the Hawaiʻi Health Systems Corporation.
It is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 20 from
1:15 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. via the video-conferencing platform Zoom.
An overview of the operations and
financial conditions of Kaʻū Hospital, as
well as a view towards the future, will
be presented. A statement from the board
Hospital Meeting, pg. 14
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Tripadvisor Rates Hawai‘i Volcanoes as a Top Ten National Park

Tripadvisor rated Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park in the Top Ten for
National Parks in the U.S. With data
received through 2020, Tripadvisor announced its rankings in January, placing HVNP seventh, advancing all park
rankings by saying, “When indoor
activities shuttered in 2020, travelers
headed to the great outdoors.”
Here are Tripadvisor's favorite National Parks in the U.S.: Grand Teton
National Park, Wyoming; Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona; Zion National Park, Utah; Denali National Park
& Preserve Alaska; Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming; Glacier National
Park Montana; Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park; Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, North Carolina; Bryce
Canyon National Park, Utah; and Yosemite National Park, California.

The announcement linked its
description of Hawai‘i Volcanoes:
"Hawai‘i’s premier natural attraction
offers a wealth of live volcano activity,
rainforest, hiking trails and spectacular
scenery. See the park’s wonders from fifty miles of usually navigable roads - lava
flows sometimes necessitate a detour - or
take a few days to explore its marvels.
Don't miss Kīlauea's four-kilometerwide Halemaumau caldera, Kīlauea Iki
crater trail, the easy Kipuka Puaula Trail
or the chance to pick up a souvenir of the
red hot action at Volcano Art Center &
Gallery.
See the top 25 National Parks
in the World, according to Tripadvisor, at https://www.tripadvisor.com/
TravelersChoice-NationalParks

Snow on Mauna Loa above Halema‘uma‘u Crater in a photo taken by USGS scientist M. Patrick.

Namakanipaio Cabins Reopen for Overnighters
Namakanipaio Cabins reopened Monday, Feb. 1. Operated by Volcano House are
ten rustic, one-room wooden cabins. They
are “always in high demand. Intimate in
the midst of nature, these cabins are ideal
for visitors seeking a camping experience
without setting up a tent,” says hawaiivolcanohouse.com. “Just three miles beyond the
Volcano House is one of the most unique
campsites to visit in the world. Nestled
amidst a fragrant eucalyptus grove, 4,000
feet above sea level, the historic Namak-

Namakaipaio Cabins reopened Feb. 1 for overnight stays.
Photo from Tripadvisor

anipaio Campground offers a rustic, one-ofa-kind camping experience within Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park.”
The cabins have been closed up until February due to pandemic concerns
and regulations. Groups are limited to two
cabins per registration. Volcano House hotel is also taking reservations. Grab & Go
food, beer and wine are available at Uncle
George’s inside the hotel. The Rim restaurant and Uncle George’s are available for
seating, overlooking the crater, following
picking up food at the bar.

Calling All Woodworkers to VAC Show

february Events
2/18 - Introduction to Sogetsu
Ikebana with Nancy Locke
2/20 - Zen Pen Writing workshop with
Tom Peek
2/20 - EXHIBIT: Collaborations with
Wood – Fine Woodwork & Pyrography
by John Mydock, Les Peterson, and
others
2/27 - Mixed Media Encaustic with
Mary Milelzcik
VAC IS HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING
POSITIONS:
Sales Associate
Program Coordinator
Communications and Marketing Coordinator

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN!
Visit our website for current hours

Office in Volcano Village:
(808) 967-8222
Gallery in HVNP:
(808) 967-7565
volcanoartcenter.org/shop
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Volcano Art Center invites all woodworkers to participate in its inaugural biennial juried Volcano Wood Show Exhibition,
Friday, July 16, through Aug. 8. Hours will
be Wednesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
at Volcano Art Center Niaulani Campus in
Volcano Village. This two-week event will
feature wood artists who produce individual one-of-a-kind works using indigenous
Hawaiian and exotic woods. The exhibition
will include a woodworkers’ Garage Sale of
tools, wood, and miscellaneous items.
The exhibition in the Dietrich Varez
Hall at Hale Ho‘omana at Niaulani will
feature furniture, sculptures, and wood art.
Funds generated will contribute to Volcano
Art Center’s Art Van Go project, a mobile
classroom and woodshop. Wood artists will
be on hand to share work and stories. “We
look forward to welcoming visitors and
artists showcasing the many talents within

Give ‘Em a Brake
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park
urges drivers who see Nēnē, to "Give
'em a brake." This native goose is a
threatened species, frequently spotted
on roads and near shoulders. "Please exercise caution when driving, be vigilant,
and allow these birds to safely get out
of traffic. Mahalo for keeping our native species safe!" says the post on the
Park's Facebook. Learn more about nēnē
at https://go.nps.gov/1a9mc2.
NPS Photo by Janice Wei

our community from chopsticks to furniture,” states Volcano Art Center CEO, Mike
Nelson.
Volcano Wood Show Exhibition is
open to full- and part-time Hawai‘i amateur
and professional woodworkers. Online registration is open through June 18. The use
of ‘ōhi‘a and other endemic and indigenous

species is prohibited. See the rules at https://
volcanoartcenter.org/gallery/call-to-artists/
For more, contact Mike Nelson at 808967-8222, or email mnelson@volcanoartcenter.org. Volcano Art Center Niaulani
Campus is located at 19-4074 Old Volcano
Road in Volcano Village.

Hawaiian Earth, from pg. 7
ploys the natural heating
of the decomposing green
waste to rid the final product from disease and pests,
such as fire ants. The compost is given back to the

public.
See more on the new farm at the school
and its role in a new approach to learning,
with organizing leader Akamu in upcoming
stories in Kaʻū Calendar print publications
and at www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
and on Facebook.

Hospital Meeting, from
pg. 13
says that "Ample time will
be available for community members to share their
perspectives and concerns
regarding access to health
care services. Dr. Jerry
Gray, Chair of the Board,
said, "I would like to encourage everyone who has

an interest in our hospitals and regional
health system to bring your questions and
concerns to this meeting."
For more information or to sign-up to
receive the Zoom meeting access, contact
Terry Larson, Regional Board Executive
Assistant, at tlarson@hhsc.org or (808)
315-7558, or Jennifer Grace in the Business Office at Kaʻū Hospital at jgrace1@
hhsc.org or (808) 932-4372.
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State of State, from pg. 10
was one of our most important tools to
stem the pandemic through the Summer
and Fall, when the nation’s infection rate
rose exponentially. More importantly, it
kept our families safe. And in the end, I
believe, it also saved our reputation as a
healthy visitor destination.
“I believe the key to reviving our
economy remains tied to the health of
our community, no matter how slow and
frustrating the process may be at times.
The governor put forth Long-Term
Recovery Initiatives, saying, “The pandemic also exposed our local economy
for what it is: very dependent on tourism.
To make the state less vulnerable to sudden and unexpected changes, we must
diversify.
“We’ve been here before. In the
1970s, agriculture by itself couldn’t relieve us of our addiction to tourism. Neither will technology in the 21st century—
not by itself. But it can be used to support
a multi-pronged approach toward greater
diversification—even as we move to get
tourism back on its feet. I will continue
to promote technology to help diversify
our economy.
“In addition, the pandemic has accelerated economic trends that were already underway. They include the rise in
remote work and the demand for digital
skills. These trends and the intervention
of the pandemic show clearly where the
future is. We must invest in our digital
economy to be a player in that future.
“More importantly, the pivot to a
digital economy will serve as a foundation for our economic resilience. It will
help us to better weather future disruptions, no matter the makeup of our economic engine. In a digital economy, it
doesn’t matter where your workstation is
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located. In a digital economy, Hawaiʻi’s
workforce can compete globally, contributing to higher wages and a higher quality
of life.
“More importantly, we can keep our
kamaʻāina here to reverse the brain drain.
Because, in a digital economy, our children won’t have to move to the mainland
to secure good jobs. But to do that, we
will need to provide the right environment. Every government, business and
nonprofit organization must embrace digital technology to thrive. We need to develop a clear vision for a more diversified
and sustainable economy that is compatible with our culture and way of life. And
that vision must be based on solid economic analyses. A post-COVID Hawaiʻi
cannot be a Hawaiʻi as it used to be.
The governor explained his Hawai`i
2.0 initiative: “That’s why, in the wake of
the pandemic, I am calling for the creation
of a program of action to not just reboot
but to upgrade our economy. To create a
Hawaiʻi 2.0, if you will. I have asked Senate President Kouchi and Speaker Saiki to
work with me, as well as business, labor
and community leaders, to develop this
program of action for Hawaiʻi’s future.
I have reached out to the Hawaiʻi Business Roundtable, the Hawaiʻi Executive
Conference, the Chamber of Commerce
of Hawai’i, and the Hawaiʻi Community
Foundation to convene stakeholders and
communities from across the state.
“I have also sought the counsel
of governors Ariyoshi, Waihee, Cayetano, Lingle and Abercrombie for their
thoughts on economic recovery. I have
asked all of them for recommendations by
April, which will be folded into specific
actions by the third quarter of this year.
The Legislature will then have an opportunity to act upon these initiatives in their

2022 session.
The pandemic
brought our economy to a screeching halt. But could
it also be an opportunity to reassess
our path forward?
Opportunity takes
on many disguises. Sometimes, it
only waits for us
to recognize it.”
The governor
explained his view
on the importance
of broadband: “A
critical part of reprogramming our
economy is also
the creation of a
healthy statewide
broadband
network. During the
pandemic, the importance of broadband to everything
that we do was
made all too real.
All of us dramati- Flood waters from Kaluapuhi Stream overflow onto Hwy 11 in Kiolaka‘a.
Photo by Bob Martin
cally
increased
online activities, such as online learning, Washington D.C. The latter is a source of
telework, telehealth, and workforce de- rising hope and great expectations.
“Seventy-five years ago, our parents
velopment and training.
“At the same time, a broadband hui, endured a global war that cast one of the
made up of more than 200 local stake- darkest shadows over the free world.
holders, met to find a path through the Their response was historic. It became
pandemic to the future. Their long-term their most enduring legacy to all of us. Togoal aligns with the state’s in developing day, we have a chance to Pay It Forward.
“This public health crisis has forced
a broadband infrastructure that is accessible and equitable for all. My thanks to us to look down a different road. But it
members of the hui and the State’s Broad- has not determined where that road will
band Officer, Burt Lum, and many others end. That has always remained in our
for their collective efforts to increase our hands. The pandemic has not forced us to
connectivity both during and after the change. That we must do on our own to
address the challenges we face. But our
pandemic.
“I can assure you that broadband will strength lies in something deeper than
be a priority for the state in the coming those superficial changes. It lies in who
years. I have directed Ed Sniffen, DOT we have always been as a people. Hawaiʻi
Deputy Director of Highways, to accel- is all of us poured into this vessel—a pot
erate his pilot project to connect rural that doesn’t melt away our differences but
communities to broadband service. He highlights them, emphatically and proudwill be leveraging federal funds with ly. That is our strength.
“Hawaiʻi is John Burns, Dan Inouye,
state and private sector resources. The
project will focus on Puna, Ka‘ū, Hana, Barack Obama, Nona Beamer, ʻIolani
Nānākuli, Waiʻanae, Waimānalo, Kalihi Luahine, Chinn Ho, Benny Agbayani, Miand Kapaʻa. I am also directing my cabi- chelle Wie, Marcus Mariota and Kolten
net to implement projects to connect rural Wong. Hawaiʻi is the hundreds of small
and underserved communities to similar family businesses that make up the real
backbone of our economy. It is Kalākaua
projects.
“Clearly, the pandemic has highlight- Avenue and Kalihi Street on Oʻahu, Front
ed the digital inequity in Hawaiʻi. Part Street and Main Street on Maui, Aliʻi
of our task is to make sure that a student Drive and Kinoole Street on Hawaiʻi Isin Nānākuli can access an online lesson land, and Kūhiō Highway that stretches
plan as easily as a student in Kāhala—and from Kapaʻa to Hāʻena on Kauaʻi.
“It’s watching your son playing
that, in a digital Hawaiʻi, everyone’s connected. Likewise, with an FCC grant, we little league baseball and your daughter
will support a telehealth initiative to con- scoring a soccer goal. It’s the smell of a
nect low-income patients with high medi- thousand lei at graduation and the swell
cal risks to healthcare providers. DHHL of pride from beaming parents. And it’s
will receive at least $30 million in federal quiet moments—away from the rush of
activities—when you get to savor life at
funds to benefit Native Hawaiians.
“In addition, my legislative pack- its fullest—when you think to yourself:
age this year includes a bill to create a This is what it’s all about. This makes it
Broadband and Digital Equity Office to all worthwhile.
“Because we are here. We are
oversee these efforts. This office will also
enable us to identify and secure Hawaiʻi’s Hawaiʻi.
“In these dark times, with the panshare of $7 billion in new federal funds
for broadband infrastructure and digital demic knocking us back on our heels, it
is not enough to occasionally show aloha.
equity programs.
“The pandemic has made it painfully We must have aloha for each other—at all
clear that life in the future will be ALL times.
“We all have jobs to do—you, me,
about being connected.”
In his Conclusion, the governor ad- everyone in Hawaiʻi—to lift ourselves
dressed the new leadership in the nation’s and each other back up into the sunlight.
capitol: “Finally, my friends, we are at a Let us not waste another moment. Join
historic crossroad—because of the pan- with me in meeting this challenge.’
demic and because of new leadership in
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PAR Offers Ways to Follow Locked Down Legislature
The Hawai‘i State
Legislature opened Jan.
20, along with its online
Public Access Room
that offers support to follow the activities of legislators representing this
district. The state Capitol in Honolulu, with
its Senate and House of
Representatives chambers, are shut down to the public, but online portals allow citizens to follow any bill
and testimony through the process of legislation being tabled, denied or approved.
With COVID, more meetings are virtual. Many are available live and recorded
Kai Kahele, from pg. 4
cerned about further participation in insurrection or rebellious activities by current or
former service members that contravenes
the oath we took to protect this country.
"With this information in mind and as
the investigations continue to reveal individuals with a relationship to the military,
we request your prompt answers to each of
the following questions: 1. For active duty,
National Guard and Reserve service members who are under law enforcement investigation for their role in the riot at the U.S.
Capitol on Wednesday, January 6, 2021,
what are the administrative tools available and what are administrative requirements the military service must enact? 2.
For retirees who are under law enforcement investigation for their role in the riot
at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, January
6, 2021 what are the administrative tools
available and legal tools available to the
military service to recall the retiree and
administratively or legally prosecute the
individual? 3.For federal contractors (to
include those who are veterans and retirees) who are under law enforcement investigation for their role in the riot at the U.S.
Capitol on Wednesday, January 6, 2021
what are the administrative tools available
and legal tools available to suspend security clearances or employment on contracts?
4. For veterans who no longer have a Military Service Obligation and are not retirees
who are under law enforcement investigation and are convicted of a federal crime
for their role in the riot at the U.S. Capitol
on Wednesday, January 6, 2021, are there
any administrative tools available to the
military services to adjust their military
discharge that could affect benefits earned
for military service?
On Inauguration Day, Kahele
tweeted,"Hope, Dreams, Love, God Bless
America. Our Children, Our Future. This
is what it's all about. Today was a lovely
day." He congratulated President Joe Biden
and Vice-president Kamala Harris. He at-

Hawaiʻi's Congressmen Ed Case and Kai Kahele
at the Inauguration in Washington, D.C.

online, making testifying and observing much
easier for rural Hawai`i
residents who in previous
years had to fly to O`ahu
to testify, if they could afford the trip.
The Public Access
Room reports that citizens can still connect effectively with lawmakers
and keep track of what's going on. Use
phone calls and emails to reach out to state
Senators and Representatives with views
on pieces of legislation. Try to hone a message to summarize views, and make sure to
include the bill number when appropriate.

The U.S. Capitol on Inauguration Day, Jan. 20,
2021 when a peaceful transition from the Donald
Trump to Joe Biden presidency took place.
Photo by U.S Congressman Kai Kahele

tended the inauguration, taking spam musubi to the ceremonies as a local treat from
Hawaiʻi.
Kahele stood for a photo with freshmen members of the U.S. House of Representatives and called his group "Good
Trouble," a term often used by the late civil
rights leader and Congressman John Lewis. He referred to peaceful activists and
protestors as "Good Trouble," as opposed
to those who broke into the Capitol, leading to deaths, theft and damage.
"I am deeply honored and humbled to
have the privilege to represent Hawaiʻi's
Second Congressional District in the U.S.
House of Representatives," said Kahele. "I
am grateful to the people of Hawaiʻi for
trusting me to be your voice in Washington. It has been a long road to get here, and
many of you have been with us from the
beginning. Thank you for standing by me
and going the distance. For those of you
whom I don't know yet, I hope to gain your
trust and confidence. As your representative, I will work across the aisle when possible, and I will fight for our kupuna and
our keiki to ensure a better Hawaiʻi for all.
"My staff and I have been working
diligently to implement new opportunities
for constituents to engage with our office.
Congressional field representatives will
be positioned on the islands of Hawaiʻi,
Molokaʻi, Lanaʻi, Maui, Oʻahu and Kauaʻi.
Kahele promised that in Washington,
D.C. he "will practice the important values
we hold dear, including integrity, honor,
cooperation and aloha in all I do. I am
ready to get to work to bring much needed
federal resources to Hawaiʻi. He said he
"hit the ground running."
"I also want to thank Congressman Ed
Case and his staff who have worked closely with me to prepare for my time in Washington. I look forward to working with him
to help move Hawaiʻi forward in the years
ahead."

The 2021 session provides the opportunity to testify remotely, and hearings are
livestreamed and archived for later viewing, which makes it much easier for those
living in remote places like Kaʻū, Volcano
and Miloliʻi, to participate.
Those unaware of the wealth of information available on the legislature's website at capitol.hawaii.gov can give the Public Access Room a call at 808-587-0478,
and the staff will point out the highlights.
To find lists of all the bills introduced and
the bills authored by a particular lawmaker,
and to search for specific bills, try the the
Reports and Lists button on the homepage.
Virtual Workshops on Hawaiʻi's Legislative Processes through Public Access
Case Calls to Protect, from pg. 12
world. Since the introduction of that bill,
the threats from invasives have only grown.
Since 2005, 195 invasive species have been
introduced to Hawai‘i. That is in addition
to the roughly 5,000 invasive species introduced to Hawai‘i throughout its history.
“Inaction is not an option. Since my reintroduction of this bill last Congress, the
coffee berry borer, which was discovered
in Kona on Hawai‘i Island in 2010, now
infects all of the coffee growing islands in
Hawai‘i. The coffee berry borer can cause
yield losses of between 30 and 35 percent
and affects the quality of the coffee beans,
directly impacting the income of growers.
Had this bill been implemented, it may have
helped prevent coffee leaf rust from entering Hawai‘i late last year. The confirmed the
presence of this fungal disease, which can
lead to yield losses of between 50 and 80
percent, on multiple Hawaiian islands could
leave one of Hawai‘i’s most iconic industries devastated.

Room. Sign up and get other help by contacting (808) 587-0478 or par@capitol.
hawaii.gov. Ask questions and discuss
all things legislative in a non-partisan
environment. Attend Coffee Hour with
PAR: Fridays at 3 p.m. on Zoom, meeting ID 990 4865 9652 or click zoom.
us/j/99048659652. PAR staff will be available to answer questions and to discuss
the legislative process. Anyone wanting to
listen in without taking part in discussions
is welcome. Learn more at lrb.hawaii.gov/
par. For first steps on participation, head to
the Engage tab and the Engagement 101
page. PAR is open for phone calls 7:45
a.m. to 6 p .m., Mondays through Fridays
at 808-587-0478.

The two lined spittlebug kills off grasses in pastures.
Photo from Wikipedia

“If we truly care about the threat that
continued and escalating invasive species
pose to one of the most invaluable and
unique ecosystems on earth, in addition to
our unique economy and way of life, then
the stark reality is that this bill is what it will
take. Again, it is not revolutionary when
compared to other countries that have not
only recognized this threat but actually done
something about it.
“And it is certainly not revolutionary
when compared to longstanding domestic
restrictions on exports from Hawai‘i.” Case
can be reached at ed.case@mail.gov with
any questions and comments.

