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Ke Ola Pu‘uhonua is expected to 
open to the public in March. Sponsored 
by nonprofit Uhane Pohaku Na Moku O 
Hawai‘i, Inc. on the grounds of Punalu‘u 
Bakeshop in Nā‘ālehu, its blessing and 
presentation of hula and cultural demon-
strations took place on Saturday, Jan. 21. 

Ke Ola Pu‘uhonua to Open as Cultural Garden in Nā‘ālehu
The non-profit is led by cultural practitio-
ner Kawehi Ryder and Kumu Hula Debbie 
Ryder of Hālau Hula O Leonalani, based 
in Pāhala. On hand for the blessing were 
former Mayor Harry Kim, Ka‘ū’s County 
Councilwoman Michelle Galimba and 
Punalu‘u Bakeshop owner Duane Kurisu, 

along with members, friends and family 
of the Hālau. 

Cultural practitioners teaching 
keiki and the community include Uncle 
Chucky Leslie for Lawai‘a, net making. 
He is often called the “Last Traditional 

The proposed Nexamp Nā‘ālehu Solar 
farm drew community members in January 
to Nā‘ālehu Community Center. More than 
30 attended and many spoke up asking 
questions about location, management of 
the land and the amount of savings planned 
for those who sign up to receive up to 15 

Nexamp Welcomes Nā‘ālehu Solar Input
percent on their Hawaiian Electric bills.

Location is makai of Hwy 11 near 
Kamā‘oa Road on a 20 acre site that as part 
of a 190 acre parcel of Class D agriculture 
land. The solar farm would serve about 500 
households and 20 nonprofits according to 

Ke Ola Pu‘uhonua is a new cultural garden sponsored by nonprofit Uhane Pohaku Na Moku O Hawai‘i, Inc. on the grounds of Punalu‘u Bakeshop in 
Nā‘ālehu. A blessing and presentation of hula and cultural demonstrations took place on Saturday, Jan. 21.   Photo by Laurie Roush-Ortega

Nexamp solar panels would be 15 feet above 
ground and move to tilt toward the sun.  

Photo from Nexamp

OV Industrial Solar Plan Alive
The industrial solar project long slated 

for Ocean View house lots, in neighbor-
hoods next to people’s homes, is still in the 
works and before the Public Utilities Com-
mission. SPI, the developer, has asked the 
Public Utilities Commission to waive an 
oral hearing on the matter.

SPI plans to build a 6.75-megawatt 
project on 27 house lots among existing 
homes in three Ocean View area residential 

subdivisions. Nineteen are slated for Ran-
chos, eight are planned for Kona South and 
one for Kula Kai. More than 300 residents 
signed a petition against the project, while 
former elected leaders, including then state 
Senator - now Gov. Josh Green, then State 
Rep. Richard Creagan, and then Council 
member Maile David, wrote letters to the 
PUC opposing the project.

Kaʻū’s Congresswoman Tokuda Named to House Agriculture Committee
U.S. House Agriculture Committee is 

the new assignment for Jill Tokuda, a new 
member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives serving Kaʻū and all of rural Hawai‘i. 
Tokuda has been assigned to the House Ag-
riculture Committee in the 118th Congress. 

“Agriculture impacts so much of our 
daily lives. Food programs and funding 
for our people, rural housing, land man-
agement and conservation, and combating 
invasive species. These are just a few areas 
we cover on the House Committee on Ag-

riculture and, coupled with the reauthori-
zation of the Farm Bill, provide enormous 
opportunities for Hawai‘i’s Second Con-
gressional District,” said Tokuda.

She is also assigned to the House 
Armed Services Committee. Tokuda said, 
“These two committees are critical in pro-
viding critical funding and resources to 
our state, and I am excited about the work 
ahead. Hawai‘i has long held a position of 
strategic importance for our national se-
curity. As headquarters of the U.S. Pacific 

Command and with all five services having 
a presence on the islands, the U.S. military 
is also one of the biggest economic drivers 
in our state. So many of our citizens and 
loved ones are proud active duty military 
and veterans, and I’m excited to be able 
to serve their interests on House Armed 
Services.”

In January, Tokuda was sworn in to 
the 118th Congress for Hawai‘i’s Second 
District and to its Asian-Pacific American 

Kaʻū’s member in Congress Jill Tokuda, fourth 
in front row, at the swearing-in for Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus of the 118th Con-
gress, hosted by Asian Pacific American Institute 
for Congressional Studies in Washington, D.C. 

Photo from Tokuda

So-called Green Fees to benefit stew-
arding state lands are proposed in eight bills 
before Hawai‘i Legislature. Visitors would 
pay to go to designated state parks, trails, 
and beaches. Locals would go for free or be 
able to buy a pass at a discounted rate. The 
goal is to raise money from tourists going to 
these special places and to use the money to 
take care of the ‘āina and the kai.

Fighting invasive species, building up 
populations of native species, protecting 
and improving coral reefs, and projects to 
reduce erosion of the coast and its beaches 
are named in various proposals. Some pro-
posals venture that charging will reduce 
the number of visitors going to parks, trails 
and beaches. If state government can make 
money from people going to them, would 
they be incentivized to promote their use? 
That’s one of the questions being asked.

Mufi Hannemann, a former Honolulu 
mayor, former Honolulu city councilman 
and current head of the Hawai‘i Lodging 
& Tourism Association, warned that such 
funds could be sneaked into the general 
fund for other purposes, rather than their 
intended use for the environment. Anoth-
er issue is how the funds would be spent, 
through state agencies and possibly giving 
stewardship and project grants to non-profit 
organizations.

House Bill 636 proposes a $50 annual 
fee for entry to all state locations that would 
be designated for collecting entrance fees. 
Its supportive language predicts that $400 
million could be raised in one year. Its “spe-
cial environmental legacy fund” would give 
out at least 50 percent of the money to stew-
ard and protect the environment.

House Bill 1162 would also charge $50 
per year for any visitor 15 and older. The 
measure calls for setting up a volunteer 
oversight commission. 

House Bill 442 would require visitors 
over the age of 15 to purchase a license, the 
money going into a “visitor green fee spe-
cial fund.”

Senate Bill 1349 and House Bill 1059 

Should State Charge for Trails, Beaches, Parks?



walked into the main room was a large 
screen with video of Planning Director Ze-
ndo Kern explaining the process. The en-
tire display and film, along with ways to 
comment, can be can be accessed at http://
COHcodeupdate.com. with a Virtual Open 
House presentation at https://cohzoningup-
date.konveio.com/.

Comments will be accepted through 
the website through Sunday, Feb. 12. Ways 

to participate and pro-
vide input through the 
Virtual Open House 
are:

View and listen to 
the introductory video; 
fill out surveys and add 
comments directly to 
the open house boards - 
those commenting will 
be asked for an email 
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Proposed changes to building and 
zoning codes are the subject of continu-
ing public input through Feb. 12 to the 
County Planning Department. In January, 
Ka‘ū residents came from around the dis-
trict to Pāhala Community Center to walk 
among displays of ideas, proposed changes 
and public comments that had already been 
gathered. Participants also gave their own 
comments.

The greeting on the lanai as people 

Input on Zoning, Building Code Changes Continues into February

The public is invited to give specific comments 
and also to vote on ideas. 

Kaʻū CDP action committee member Kaohi 
Mokuhali‘i (right) visits the displays. 

Brenda Iokepa Moses, of Pāhala, takes a look at public comments and county recommendations.
  Photos by Julia Neal

address; and submit comments and ques-
tions to the Project Team using the com-
ment form.

Adding ‘Ohana dwellings on proper-
ties to help with affordable housing for 
family members and perhaps other resi-
dents is one of the issues. The Virtual Open 
House presents a variety of viewpoints, 
including, “‘Ohana dwellings are difficult 
to permit. Allow more than one principal 
residence. ‘Ohana's should be permitted in 

most districts.” The recommendation is to 
"Change ‘ohana dwellings from a special 
permit to a conditional use. Explore other 
options for ‘ohana dwellings."

Another suggestion is to allow more 
density in urban areas to create more 
dwelling units. The county recommenda-
tion is to “Increase density in single-family 
residential, double family's residential and 
multi-family residential districts in urban-
ized areas to promote walkability and mul-
tiple modes of transportation."

Concerning use of ag land, one issue 



geography. Hawai‘i is the most isolated is-
land chain and one of the most ecologically 
diverse places in the world. A 2014 survey 
identified 9,975 endemic species in Hawai‘i. 
Tragically, due to invasive species, Hawai‘i 
has become the endangered species and ex-
tinction capital of the world. We currently 
have 503 species listed as endangered, more 
than any other state and almost half of the 
total endangered species nationwide.”

Tokuda said, “I have walked through 
farms devastated by infestation and dis-
ease. I've talked with farmers struggling to 
keep their family farms going. This funding 
from the USDA comes at a crucial time for 
Hawaiʻiʻs ecological system which has been 
increasingly threatened by invasive species. 
We are on the front lines of a climate crisis 

that has given rise to widespread infesta-
tions, and our producers are left with ruined 
crops and spending their hard earned money 
fighting these pests. They need support from 
the federal government, and I’m dedicated 
to making sure that Hawaiʻi receives its fair 
share of resources in future years to protect 
our precious crops.”
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Coffee berry borer, leaf rust are two 
of the many invasive species damaging 
Hawai‘i agriculture and wildlife targeted by 
$2.5 million from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture going to Hawai‘i’s Plant Pest & 
Disease Management and Disaster Preven-
tion Program. Jill Tokuda, Congresswoman 
for Kaʻū and all of rural Hawai‘i, and Ed 
Case, Congressman for urban Hawai‘i, 
made the announcement in January, the 
funding coming from the USDA's Animal 
& Plant Health Inspection Service.

The funding comes at a time when 
farmers were devastated last year by the 
combination of a drought, an infestation of 
the coffee berry borer beetle and the coffee 
leaf rust fungus. Funding is focused on the 
prevention of invasive species from enter-

ing the islands and for the prevention and 
mitigation of fruit fly impacts.

Specific projects include: Hawai‘i De-

Invasives Funding to Aid Ka‘ū Coffee, Food Growers, Wildlife

Coffee Berry Borer destroys coffee beans and 
costs Kaʻū Coffee farmers much money and labor 
to fight them. 

Photo from state Department of Agriculture

Hala scale insects significantly damage the native 
hala plant, used for weaving. 

Photo from state Department of Agriculture

Mediterranean fruit fly is one of the invasive species that damages fruits and other Hawai‘i crops and is 
one of the reasons that much produce can not be exported.  Photo by Sheina Sim/PBARC

tector Dog Program; Molecular diagnostic 
catalog for tracking invasive noctuid moth 
introductions in Hawai‘i; integrative identi-
fication methods for Bactrocera fruit flies; 
developing molecular diagnostic tools to 
determine strain and mating status of fruit 
fly incursions; identification of oriental 
fruit fly larvae trap captures; field testing 
of bait stations containing a fungal patho-
gen to control invasive fruit flies; develop-
ment of protein food odor based chemical 
lure for female oriental fruit fly; optimizing 
bacterial probiotic establishment for Medfly 
Sterile Insect Technique; and developing 
an insecticide rotation to combat spinosad-
resistance in three species of invasive Teph-
ritidae fruit flies.

Additional programs are the manage-
ment of hala scale insect in Hawai‘i, which 
damages the native hala weaving plant, and 
survey of its potential biological control 
agents in its native range; enhanced mitiga-
tion and rapid response to introduced snails, 
earthworms, and flatworms in Hawai‘i, and 
and a systems approach for the management 
of coffee berry borer in Hawai‘i and Puerto 
Rico with emphasis on biological control.

The Hawai‘i members of Congress is-
sued a joint statement, saying, “Our year-
round growing cycle produces some of the 
highest quality crops in the world, from 
sugar and pineapple to cattle and specialty 
crops like fruit and cut flowers. Hawaiʻi’s 
unique crops are also more susceptible to in-
vasive species and have no natural defenses 
to combat the threats. This is why we are 
united in fighting to secure as much funding 
to support Hawaiʻi’s plants and agriculture 
resources as possible."

Case said, “Invasive species pose an 
especially grave threat to Hawai‘i’s unique 
ecosystems, natural resources and agricul-
tural communities because of its unique 

Quality Health and Mental Health Servic-
es; Community Safety and Gun Reform; 
Protecting The Environment and Fight-
ing Climate Change; Reforming the U.S. 
Supreme Court; Supporting Our Veterans; 
Improving and Fully-funding K-12 Educa-
tion and Other.

Tokuda, a Kaneohe resident, who rep-
resents her area as well as Kaʻū and all of 
Hawai‘i Island, Maui, Moloka‘i, Lana‘i, 
Kaho‘olawe, Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau, ended 
her survey with “What issues are important 
to you? And why?” She also asks, “What 
would you like Jill to know?”Tokuda can 
be reached through the website http://toku-
da.house.gov and by writing to her at 1005 
Longworth House Office Building Wash-
ington, DC 20515.

Tokuda Ag Committee, from pg. 1
Caucus. She also gave her first-floor speech 
in Congress. In her new position, Tokuda 
follows Rep. Kai Kahele, Rep. Tulsi Gab-
bard, Rep.Mazie Hirono (now Senator) and 
Rep. Ed Case. All four spent much time in 
Kaʻū during the last 20 years. 

Before becoming a member of Con-
gress, Tokuda issued a survey for all of ru-
ral Hawai‘i, asking constituents to identify 
their most important issues. Those listed 
were: Affordable Housing, Reproductive 
Health and Justice for Women; Campaign 
Finance Reform and Fighting Corruption; 
Paid Family and Medical Leave Programs; 
Diversifying Our Economy and Making 
Hawai‘i A Renewable Energy Leader; 
quality Universal Childcare and Early 
Education Programs; Increasing Access to 

First Police-reported Shooting 
Death in Pāhala in Memory

The first police-re-
ported shooting death in 
memory was an officer 
killing a pit bull on Sat-
urday, Jan. 28. The story 
made statewide news. 
Hawai‘i Police Depart-
ment announced:

“Shortly before 5 
p.m. on Saturday, two of-
ficers went to a residence 
on the 96-1100 block of 
Kaumahana St. in Pāhala 
to serve a restraining order 
on a 52-year-old male. As 
officers knocked on the 
door and announced their 
presence, several dogs 
could be heard barking from within the resi-
dence however, there was no response from 

anyone within the home 
and the officers began to 
leave the premises. As the 
officers were walking back 
towards their vehicles, an 
individual within the home 
opened the door and four 
to five large dogs exited the 
residence and immediately 
ran towards one of the of-
ficers. Within seconds the 
pack of dogs began jump-
ing up on him and clawing 
at his legs.

“As one of the dogs 
jumped up towards the 
officer’s upper torso, it 
snapped its jaw closed as 

if it was attempting to bite the officer. The 
Pāhala Shooting, pg. 4

The shooting death involved an of-
ficer and a pit bull named Kai.

Photo from Kai’s owner
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Simple clothing mending & alterations, hem & patchwork. Custom Print Swimwear for all shapes, sizes, & ages. General 
housekeeping & cleaning, incl. short/long-term vacation rentals. Reasonable prices, free estimates, references available. 
Please text Kiana at 808-391-9558.
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.
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Green Fees, from pg. 1

Pāhala Shooting, from pg. 3

by Jefferey Beach
C/2022 E3 (ZTF) can be seen starting 

Feb. 1 in the North after 7:30 p.m. in the 
constellation Camelopardalis and will be 
closest to the Earth at a distance of 26 mil-
lion miles. The comet will remain visible 
in this part of the sky until Feb. 8 and will 
disappear for another 50,000 years.

The greenish comet can be seen by eye 
in a truly dark location.  Binoculars or small 
telescopes will reveal a green nucleus with 
a front and back dust cloud.  Unlike many 
notorious comets with long tails (Comet 
Neowise), C/2022 E3 ZTF is rather stumpy 
in appearance. 

Also in February - The Moon meets 
Pollux, the brighter star of the Gemini twins. 
Mars is slowly beginning to fade, however 
still brighter than Aldeberan, the famous 
star in Taurus. 

Venus begins to brighten as it comes 
closer to the giant of Jupiter. On the 27th the 
Crescent moon and Mars pair up as Venus 
the “rock” and Jupiter the gas giant, get to-
gether in our night sky.

About Blackholes
We often hear about the distant black-

holes that mysteriously exist like ghosts in 
the universe. Since they do not generate 
any light on their own, like stars do, they 
remain transparent to our observations. Our 
only understanding of this phenomena that 
Einstein predicted (theory of relativity) lies 
in the affected neighbors such as stars and 
galaxies, with radiation left from the de-
structive ripping apart of stars and spewing 
out materials. 

The immense gravitational pull cre-
ates elongated shapes that give away to the 
blackholes' secrets hiding spots. No one can 
say for certain how many of these cosmic 
vacuum cleaners exist. 

We now have new tools to help us 
reveal and estimate size and locations of 

blackholes.  “Gravitational lensing” is the 
effect of magnifying background stars. The 
light traveling past the blackhole is bent si-
milar to an object viewed in a swimming 
pool offset to the viewer - giving a false 
location. Astronomers use telescopes to ob-
serve the bending of the light to identify and 
analyze the objects that create such power-
ful gravitational force. 

The first captured image of the area 
that surrounds a blackhole was taken by 
the “Event Horizon telescope collaboration 
team” in 2019. M87 is a galaxy that at its 
center is home to a super massive blackho-
le called M87 STARR. At 6.5 billion solar 
masses, the image shows the “event hori-
zon” or the boundary that exists between 
the existence of light and darkness. No light 
or materials can escape. In 2021 the telesco-
pes turned inward towards the center of our 
galaxy.

Sagittarius “A” STAR is a 4 million so-
lar mass blackhole. 

Both Event Horizon’s observations are 
the first to prove the existence of blackholes. 
These images have astronomers convin-
ced that in each and every galaxy a similar 
blackhole of such enormous mass is likely 
to exist. More missions are planned to learn 
more about our carnivorous neighbors.  

Not all blackholes are supermassive. 
Stellarmass blackholes are the size of stars, 
created from supernovae when the stars die.  

How Close to Earth is Nearest 
Blackhole?

Scientists have discovered what could 
be the closest blackhole to earth lies just 
1600 lightyears away from earth.“GAIA 
BH1 orbits a star like our sun. This finding 
assures the existence of many dormant and 
active blackholes throughout the universe.

Who knows where the next ghostly ob-
ject may be found? Perhaps in our backyard.

February Brings Spectacular 
Comet to View in Ka‘ū Skies

A dead turtle, entangled in an aban-
doned net with other marine life, is recent 
evidence that abandoned fishing nets kill 
honu. The mess was found recently by fish-
ermen Jackie Polido, James Akau and Na-
than Bears. The young turtle was dead and 
decomposed in a net found along the Ka‘ū 
shore, with other marine life caught in the 
tangle. 

Sea turtles are endangered and protect-
ed under federal and state law. Under state 

regulations, it is unlawful to leave a lay net 
unattended for more than a half hour. Lay 
nets and gill nets must be inspected com-
pletely within two hours after the begin-
ning of the set. All threatened, endangered, 
prohibited, or unwanted species must be 
released. 

It is unlawful to discard, abandon, or 
leave any lay net, or peice of a net in the wa-
ter for longer than four hours. Lay nets are 
illegal to use from a half hour after sunset to 
a half hour before sunrise. Drift gill nets are 
prohibited in Hawaiian waters.

When finding an entangled marine 
animal in a net, call U.S. Fish & Wild-
life's Marine Animal Response Hotline at 
888-256-9840.

Abandoned Fishing Net Kills Honu

A young honu, sea turtle, dead and decomposing 
in an abandoned fishing net on the Ka‘ū Coast. 

Photo from James Akau  

James Akau and Jackie Kailiawa with an aban-
doned net  they found on the Ka‘ū Coast contain-
ing a dead honu. Photo by Nathan Bears

would set up an environmental legacy com-
mission to select nonprofits and agencies 
to receive grants, with the money coming 
from up to 50 percent of the fee collections. 
The legislature would put in $3 million for 
a start-up fund.

Senate Bill 658, with the $50 annual 
fee, would set up an environmental legacy 
commission to give grants from its “visitor 
green fee special fund." The money collect-
ed would also be from donations, legislative 
appropriations and fines. 

Senate Bill 1349 and House Bill 1051 

call for the $50 annual fee for visitors 15 
and older, with fines for those who trespass 
without the license proving they paid. The 
fines would not be enforced during the first 
five years that tourists start paying.

SB 304 would charge tourists over age 
15 $50 for an annual “environmental li-
cense” that could be purchased online, via 
an app or through retailers and nonprofit 
groups.

House Bill 1237 would mandate a mo-
bile app in multiple languages to collect vis-
itor fees. Languages would include English, 
Japanese, Korean, Chinese and Tagalog.

officer, in fear for his life, drew his service 
weapon and discharged it at the canine. In 
an attempt to create distance between him-
self and the dogs, the officer took several 
steps backward. The canine retreated to the 
carport area and succumbed to its injury a 
short time later.

‘The residents were able to escort the 
remaining dogs back into the house where 
they were secured without further incident. 
The officer did not suffer any injuries and a 
dangerous dog investigation related to this 
incident has been initiated.

‘Additionally, detectives from the de-
partment’s Office of Professional Standards 
responded and have opened a standard in-
ternal investigation into the circumstances 
surrounding the firearm discharge.” Hawai‘i 
County’s new Police Chief Benjamin Mosz-
kowizca said, “Incidents in law enforcement 
can go from 0 to 10 in a matter of seconds. 
In this case, the officer was charged by sev-
eral large aggressive animals and had less 

Zoning Input, from pg. 2

Demetrius Oliveira, of Pāhala, discusses proposed 
code changes. 

is: “Agriculture needs to be protected and 
now allow other types of uses within the 
district.” The recommendation is to “Ad-
just base agriculture districts to allow more 
protection and flexibility of productive ag-
riculture land. Rethink the concept of the 
“agriculture district." Another ag issue is 
"Permitted uses within agricultural dis-
tricts do not promote the protection of rural 
and agricultural lands." The suggestion is 
"Protect productive agriculture land and 
allow more flexibility where appropriate."

than three seconds to react and make a deci-
sion on how best to preserve his own life. 
That being said, any loss of life is tragic. We 
mourn the loss of the dog in this case, who 
ultimately, was a beloved family member,“ 
added the Chief.”

A story carried on Hawai‘i News Now 
interviewed 16-year-old Nikki Vander Elst 
who lives at the house. She said after the po-
lice knocked, she opened the door slightly 
to see who was there and the dogs escaped. 
She said the dog Kai, who was killed, ran 
up to the police officer and jumped up on 
him, but is super friendly. “They run, the 
love, they jump. they just want loving.” She 
called the shooting “a crime.”

Police ask anyone with information 
regarding this incident to call the Police 
Department’s non-emergency line at (808) 
935-3311 or contact Area II Criminal Inves-
tigation Section Detective Donovan Kohara 
at (808) 326-4646, ext. 267, or via email 
Donovan.Kohara@hawaiicounty.gov.

Kai Kahele, from pg. 4
Reach More People
Contact us for Ka‘ū Calendar ad rates and 
space reservation 808-928-6471 or email: mahalo@aloha.net
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KA‘U SPORTS REPORT
Trojans Boys Basketball made it all 

the way to the semifinals and nearly took 
down Honoka‘a on Jan. 30. A win would 
have sent the Kaʻū High team to the play-
off game for the Division 2 championship. 
The final score was Honoka‘a 70, Trojans 
67. Coach Troy Gacayan said, “The game 
went down to the last second. Jaeston Ka-
rasuda attempted a nice 3-point shot for the 
tie with time running out. but fell short off 
the rim.”

Trojans experienced a setback at the 

beginning of the game, said the coach. 
“Three starters were in foul trouble in the 
first half and sat out. At the half, the score 
was 30-29, Honoka‘a up by 1.”

For the Trojans, Kaimana Kaupu Ma-
nini scored 26 points. Ivan Ramos, a seni-
or, scored 5 three-pointers and a total of 17. 
TJ Faafia scored 13.

It “was the end of a very great season, 
with Kaʻū giving the only loss to defending 

champion Kohala, which finished with 
a 10-1 record.” The Trojans also pushed 
Division 1 Waiakea into double overtime, 
“a nail-biter,” ultimately won by Waiakea. 
Trojans beat Division 1 Kealakehe and Ke-
aau and Division 2 HPA, Pāhoa, St. Joseph, 
and defending Division Champs Kohala. 
Kaʻū wrapped up the season with a 6-5 
record.

On Senior Night at home in late Janu-

ary, Kaʻū beat Hawai‘i Preparatory Acade-
my 47-38. It was the Trojans’ final home 
game and the players showed their ability 
to hunker down and nimbly and aggressi-
vely maneuver around HPA players as tall 
as six-foot-six and six-foot-three. Some 
of the Kaʻū players are five-foot-four and 
seemed to move carefully, and with ease, 
under the radar of the tall ones.

On Senior Night, Kaʻū’s high point 
player was TJ Faafia with 13. Emman 
Badua scored 10, while Kaimana Kaupu 
Manini scored 9. In the JV game, Kaʻū 
won 40-35 against Hawai‘i Preparatory 
Academy.

Wrapping up the season, the head 
coach said, “I couldn’t be more proud of 
these boys, coaching staff and managers, 
and all the support from the wonderful 
hard working parents and all the support 
from the Kaʻū High Athletic Department 
and administration. It was a great run, so 
close, yet so far. We fought to the final 
buzzer of the playoffs but just came up 3 
points short from getting to the final cham-
pionship game.”

The inspirational message for every 
practice and every game, said Gacayan, is 
“Play hard stay humble!” He said the team 
is “100 percent blessed.”

Ka‘ū High Finishes Boys Basketball with Many Wins

Kaʻū welcomed the towering Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy team from the north on Jan. 21 and beat 
them during senior night, the last home game of the season for the Trojans.  Photo by Julia Neal

Bringing HPA down to earth, Ka‘ū beat the tall 
ones. Photo by Julia Neal

Trojan Swim 
Team traveled to the 
island finals the last 
weekend in January. 
Representing Kaʻū 
High and Volcano 
School of the Arts 
& Sciences, all six 
swimmers competed 
in the Big Island In-
terscholastic Federa-
tion preliminary. 

The girls swam 
in two relay teams, 
the 200 Medley Re-
lay, and the 200 Free 
Relay. Both relays 
made it to BIIF Finals. Seniors Madison 
Fisher (backstroke), Tayler Rasmussen 
(breaststroke), Kaitlyn Fisher (butterfly) 
and Candace Keohuloa (freestyle) received 

a fifth place finish. 
Madison Fisher, Ches-
ka Aurelio, Candace 
Keohulo, and Kaitlyn 
Fisher received a sev-
enth place finish in the 
the 200 Freestyle.

Competing in 
the Individual Events, 
Kaitlyn Fisher went to 
finals in 50 Freestyle 
obtaining 14th place, 
with the fastest time 
in her swimming ca-
reer. In the 100 But-
terfly, she took 10th 
place. Madison Fisher 

competed in the finals, her 100 Backstroke 
earning her a 10th place finish. She was also 
the alternate for the 50 Freestyle. 

Ka‘ū’s Trojan Swimmers Take to Hawai‘i Island Finals

Trojan swim team back row Madison Fisher, Candace Keohuloa, Kaitlyn Fisher, Cheska Aurelio, Tayler 
Rasmussen and Alden Wells with student fan in front Mardani Sugai. Photo by Darene Fisher

Cheska Aurellio practicing her breastroke.
Photo by Darene Fisher



Page 6 February 2023 The Ka‘ū Calendarwww.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Stacey Bello is the 
new chief of the school 
district that includes 
Kaʻū. The permanent 
position follows her ap-
pointment to interim 
complex-area superinten-
dent for the Kaʻū-Kea‘au-
Pahoa 
Complex 

Area in May. For 25 years, 
she has served this part of 
rural Hawai‘i, starting as a 
student teacher, becoming 
a substitute teacher, speci-
al-education teacher, district 
special-education resource 
teacher, vice principal and 
principal of Keaukaha and 
Kea‘au elementary schools.

Bello earned a bachelor’s degree in li-
beral studies from University of Hawai‘i at 
Hilo. She earned teaching certifications in 
elementary and special education. Her mas-
ter’s degree in teaching comes from from 
National University. Bello also worked as 
Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary Vice Prin-
cipal a decade ago.

KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH 

KTA Super Stores is Hawai‘i’s locally owned 
and operated one stop shop, serving 

Hawai‘i Island’s grocery, household and 
pharmacy needs for over 100 years!

KTA Downtown, Hilo
321 Keawe Street

808-935-3751

KTA Puainako, Hilo
50 E. Puainako Street

808-959-9111

KTA Waimea
Waimea Center
808-885-8866

KTA Waikoloa Village
Waikoloa Highlands Center

808-883-1088

KTA Kailua-Kona
Kona Coast Shopping Center

808-329-1677

KTA Keauhou, Kona
Keauhou Shopping Center

808-322-2311

KTA Express, Kealakekua
81-6602 Mamalahoa Highway

808-323-1916

www.ktasuperstores.com

Stacey Bello

Subaru Telescope sponsored some 100 
Nā‘ālehu Elementary third and fourth gra-
ders to visit its Hilo base facility. The Sub-
aru Stars program brings astronomy and 
STEM education to students across Ha-
wai‘i Island. The field trip, in partnership 
with ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center, allowed 
students to enjoy a 
fun-filled day explo-
ring both facilities, 
where they learned 
about exoplanets, 
astronomy, super 
computers, tele-
scope operations, 
and more.

 “Most of us 
were inspired by 
experiences in our 
childhood that led to 
our future occupa-
tions,” said Subaru 
Telescope director 
Satoshi Miyazaki. 
“I hope the visiting 
students were exci-
ted about what they 
learned about Sub-
aru Telescope.”  

“Whether it was soaring through the 
solar system looking at stars through 3D 
glasses, learning about a 100-eye monster 
PANOPTES citizen science project, chec-
king out the Subaru Telescope simulator, 
or lassoing the moon, every second of the 
excursion was maximized with intriguing 
scientific discovery,” said the statement 

Subaru Telescope Hosts Nā‘ālehu Elementary Students
from Subaru. 

Nine-year-old Makamae Tayamen said 
a favorite part of the field trip was learning 
about PANOPTES (Panoptic Astronomi-
cal Networked Observatories for a Public 
Transiting Exoplanets Survey), a citizen 
science project based at the Subaru Tele-

scope office that aims 
to build low-cost ro-
botic telescopes that 
can be used to detect 
transiting exoplanets.  
“We learned that the 
PANOPTES robot 
wakes up at night and 
looks at the stars and 
finds planets, then 
it sleeps in the day. 
When it finds planets 
and stars, [the astro-
nomers] put all that 
information into a 
computer and learn 
about the planets.” 

At ‘Imiloa Astro-
nomy Center, senior 
planetarium techni-
cian and educator 
Emily Peavy discus-

sed what is going on in the solar system 
and which planets could be seen with the 
naked eye in the skies above the Big Island 
that very evening. She also talked about 
past lava flows on the moon. Students lear-
ned about what makes the sun a star, the 
different types of planets in our solar sys-
tem (rocky and gaseous) and the difference 

Nā‘ālehu Elementary School 3rd and 4th graders 
visit telescope simulator at Subaru Telescope’s 
base facility.  Photo from Subaru

between a planet and a dwarf planet. 
“My favorite part of ‘Imiloa was when 

I went to the planetarium because we sat 
down and pretended to lasso the moon,” 
said nine-year-old Evelyn Cardwell. “It 
really looked like the moon was coming 
closer!” 

‘Imiloa Astronomy Center school 
group education program facilitator Chris-
sy Ghiasi said, “Having the opportunity to 
interact with scientists who live and work 
in Hilo and who can share about the scien-
ce happening right here on our island can 

Subaru Telescope, pg. 7

Stacey Bello Leads this School District
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Subaru Telescope, from pg. 6

Nā‘ālehu Elementary School 3rd and 4th graders 
cruise through space with Subaru Telescope’s Dr. 
Kumiko Usuda-Sato as their guide.

Photo from Subaru Telescope

inspire students in a very unique way by making the information that 
much more relevant. Providing students with opportunities to interact 
with exhibits or having the experience of learning in the planetarium 
can ignite their curiosity and create connections about what they are 
learning that will become deeply ingrained as they continue on their 
journey as students.”  

Subaru Telescope and ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center plan additional 
student trips in 2023 as 
part of the Subaru Stars 
program to bring this type 
of educational experience 
to students in underserved 
communities. Subaru Stars 
program was established 
in 2022 as a way to bring 

astronomy 
and STEM 
education to 
students and 
communi-
ties across 
Hawai‘i Island, whether it be traveling to school campus 
settings or bringing students directly to our Hilo base fa-
cility. The traveling program focuses on hands-on, enga-
ging activities to ignite an interest (and perhaps a future 
career) in astronomy, science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics-related fields. The base facility pro-
gram encourages students to get excited about learning 
about astronomy. They see a super computer in action, 
learn about daily telescope operations, use virtual reality 
to explore the cosmos, and experience all the amazing 
work being done by Subaru Telescope in the field of as-
tronomy right here on Hawai‘i Island. 

The Subaru Telescope is an 8.2 meter optical-infra-
red telescope at the summit of Maunakea. It is operated 
by the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 
National Institutes of Natural Sciences . One of Subaru 
Telescope’s main missions, in addition to telescope ope-
rations and astronomical discoveries, is to foster educati-
on in the next generation of researchers.The observatory 
of Subaru Telescope was officially established in April 
1997.

Tree Canopies Encouraged for School Campuses, Neighborhoods
Tree canopies for Hawai‘i schools 

and communities are being encouraged by 
the state Department of Land & Natural 
Resources, U.S. Forest Service and educa-
tional institutions. The 
aim is to advance the 
Hawai‘i Forest Ac-
tion Plan priorities in 
Urban & Community 
Forestry and to con-
tribute toward the State of Hawai‘i’s pledge 
to conserve, restore or grow 100 million 
trees by 2030.

Dr. Heather McMillen, DLNR's Divi-
sion of Forestry & Wildlife's Kaulunani 
Urban & Community Forest Program Coor-
dinator, announced partnerships with public 
schools in January to promote shadier, more 
tree-filled campuses and healthier learning 
environments for our next generation of 
leaders. “Studies have shown an association 

between tree canopy and cooler tempera-
tures as well as improved mental and physi-
cal health for students. Leading urban for-
estry researchers recommend a minimum of 

30 percent tree canopy 
cover to realize those 
benefits. However, the 
vast majority of our 
schools and surround-
ing neighborhoods 

are well below that minimum. These three 
projects will demonstrate diverse ways to 
address a critical need,” said McMillen.

One project, operated by Hawai‘i Pub-
lic Health Institute's Food Trees for Schools 
Initiative, aims to plant and maintain food 
trees at public schools, potentially impact-
ing nearly 15,000 students. Another, spon-
sored by University of Hawai‘i, is called 
‘Ulu Trees for Schools, and is starting on 
O‘ahu.

The state and U.S. Forestry are promoting partnerships with Hawai‘i schools to plant more trees. 
Photo from DLNR

See more information on encouraging 
tree canopies in villages, towns and cities in 

Hawai‘i at https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/forestry/
lap/kaulunani/.

After almost two decades of inactivity, the Future 
Farmers of America Kaʻū Chapter is back in action. Kaʻū 
High ag teacher Kaweni Ibarra reignited the FFA program 
on campus, taking the team to compete for their first time 
at Kohala High in January. Kaʻū Sophomore Joaquin Ross 
captured third place in creed recitation, which requires 
memorizing the multi-paragraph FFA creed. Ezekiel Kaa-
wa-Kamimura and partner Kaui Young, both sophomores, 
placed fourth in vegetable judging. In this category, com-

petitors assess the market quality of vegetables according 
to weight, size and appearance. Senior Collin Hansew com-
peted in the difficult category of extemporaneous speaking, 

in which 
the par-

ticipant receives just 30 minutes to compose 
a speech on a random ag-related topic before 
delivering it to an audience. “Collin did really 
well for his first time,” said Ibarra. Sophomore 
Laci Ah-Yee was also on hand to support and 
cheer on her teammates.

Ibarra and the FFA members are paying 
homage to the many accomplishments of Kaʻū 
chapter members by hanging past FFA plaques 
on the wall, which run back to 1958. “They 
won all kinds of events every year and chapter 
awards, too,” said Ibarra. The strong showing of 
the Kaʻū FFA Chapter dwindled when longtime 
ag teacher Terence Moniz vacated the position.  

Those wanting to support the re-emer-
gence of Ka‘ū FFA can look forward to the program’s 
Valentine’s fundraiser this month and future competitions 
alongside Ka‘ū 4-H members. For more information, email 
kaweni.ibarra@k12.hi.us.

Reignited Kaʻū High FFA Reaps Rewards for Students

FFA Ka‘ū Chapter Competes. (L-R): Laci Ah-Yee, Kaui Young, Joaquin Ross, Eze-
kiel Kaawa-Kamimura, and Collin Hanshew.  Photo by Kaweni Ibarra
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Description: Pua kala is Hawaiʻi’s one and only endemic poppy (Papaveraceae), and exists in 
two varieties: A. glauca decipiens and A. glauca glauca. Pua kala can be translated into thorny 
flower, and although the flowers are not actually thorny, the rest of the plant sure is! This 
prickly friend is able to grow in disturbed landscapes, and is one of the few native plants that 
can survive fires and reappear soon after an area has burned. Its silvery-green leaves are ser-
rated and its delicate flowers bloom bright white with a deep yellow center. Although the flow-
ers only last a day, new flowers bloom nearly constantly. The seeds develop in large prickly 
capsules which burst open when ripe, dispersing hundreds of tiny black, round seeds. Fun fact: 
unlike its relative, this Hawaiian poppy does not contain morphine or codeine, although it does 
contain alkaloids within its bright yellow sticky sap that can irritate the stomach and intestines, 
making pua kala one of the few truly toxic native Hawaiian plants. Don’t worry though, its 
bitter taste makes it impossible to tolerate!

Uses: Regardless of its (mild) toxicity, the bright yellow color of pua kala sap is indicative of its 
medicinal value. This latex sap was historically used sparingly for toothache and nerve pain 
(neuralgia), and topically as a natural wart remover. Pua kala sap can still be for both purposes 
under the guidance of a lāʻau lapaʻau practitioner. Because it is so unpalatable, even ungulates 
(cattle, goats, sheep) will not eat pua kala, thus making it a great natural border hedge to keep 
unwanted grazers out of fragile areas. 

Habitat: Believe it or not, pua kala can be found from sea level to over 6,000 feet elevation! We 
are most familiar with the var. glauca, which is found from sea level to about 1,700 feet eleva-
tion around our Kaʻū coastlines. Var. decipiens, however, is found in dry to subalpine areas 
between Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa, and has been recorded at just over 6,200 feet elevation 
(wow!). You may notice them popping up in cattle pastures and open lava flows along the 
coast, or even on recently-bulldozed lots. 

Growing and Purchasing: Pua kala is prolific and easy to grow. Once the seed pods have 
opened, simply tip them over and spill out the shiny black seeds into a bag or envelope. Your 
relationship with pua kala will only be enhanced by appreciating the tenacity of her thorns, so 
just go with it! Sow a flat of seeds in a well-drained media (soil / cinder) and transplant them 
into individual pots after they have developed two or three true leaves. They can tolerate full 
sun, harsh winds, and just about any soil type, and really are a treat in any landscape. They will 
surprise you with how quickly they bloom and create more seeds. Pua kala are a gift that keeps 
on giving! Be sure to always keep a pocketful of pua kala seeds to sprinkle around your yard, 
neighborhood, or favorite coastline.

About the artist: Joan Yoshioka says she is a conservationist at heart and has dedicated her life 
to preserving the native plants and animals of Hawaiʻi through her work with fed-
eral, state, and private organizations over the past 30+ years. She describes herself 
as an outdoor-lovin’ optimist, biologist/botanist, and habitual creator of art-stuff. 
She says the key to our most fundamental and truest part of ourselves is found in 
nature and she constantly draws on it for inspiration.
About the author: Jodie Rosam says she has a deep love for 
native plants and a passion for exploration, with over 15 years of 

experience in working in the restoration of Hawaiʻi’s forests. As a mother and 
an educator, she says the next generation has the power to lead the world to a 
sustainable future, and is committed to teaching her children (and others) from 
a place-based perspective.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū
Welcome to Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about Kaʻū’s native plants and their 

moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred habitats, and opportunities to adopt them for stewardship. This 
column seeks to encourage making new plant friends and to reunite with others.

Jodie Rosam

Joan Yoshioka

Pua kala (Argemone glauca)                                                   Art by Joan Yoshioka

LINE DANCE LESSONS leading up to Valen-
tines Day are being held on Wednesdays from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Kauaha’ao Congre-
gational Church in Waiohinu. Charge is $6 per 
class or $25 for all classes. 

POLYNESIAN CURIOSITIES by Jeff Roth, 
features his handcarving demonstration on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. with 
the  exhibition through Sunday, Feb. 19  at 
Volcano Art Center Gallery, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

MONITORING SEABIRDS IN HAWAI’I 
VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK is the Af-
ter Dark in the Park event on Tuesday, Feb. 7 
at 7 p.m. at Kilauea Visitor Center Auditorium. 
The ʻuaʻu (Hawaiian petrel) and the ʻakēʻakē 
(band-rumped storm petrel) are seabirds that 
spend most of their lives on the open ocean, 
coming to land only to breed. These endan-
gered species nest in burrows on the barren 
lava flows of Mauna Loa within the park. Join 
Charlotte Forbes Perry, biologist with the Uni-
versity of Hawaiʻi Pacific Cooperative Stud-
ies Unit and Dr. Michelle Reynolds and Slater 
of Hawaiʻi Detector Dogs to share what they 
found during the 2022 seabird monitoring sys-
tem. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes’ ongoing After 
Dark in the Park programs.

LEARN TO CARVE HAWAIIAN-STYLE on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to noon at 
Ōhiʻa Wing, across Crater Rim Drive from 
Kīlauea Visitor Center. Hawaiians carved 
kiʻi (statues) to represent forces of nature, 
guardians and the spirit world. Acclaimed 
artist James Kanani Kaulukukui Jr., who has 
worked on the sacred site of Ke Kahua O 
Kaneiolouma Heiau on Kauaʻi, will share his 
expertise and the essential role kiʻi played in 
Hawaiian society. Part of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park’s ongoing ‘Ike Hana Noʻeau 
(Experience the Skillful Work) Hawaiian cul-
tural programs.

SOUNDS AT THE SUMMIT: DIRTY CELLO 
IN CONCERT is the event on Friday, Feb. 10 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Volcano Art Center 
Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY ASSOCIA-
TION’S PANCAKE BREAKFAST will be 
Saturday, Feb. 11 at OV Community Center 
for $7 a person. On the menu are pancakes, 
regular or gluten free; scrambled eggs; bacon; 
home fries; coffee, tea and juice. Address is 
92-8924 Leilani Circle. Call 808-939-7033.

HULA KAHIKO, featuring Na Kumu Hula 
Ka’ea Lyons-Yglesias and Kahelelani Alo-
hikea-Smith with Halau Ka’eaikahelelani is 
free to the public on Saturday, Feb. 11 from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. The place is the kahua 
hula platform near Volcano Art Center Gal-
lery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. VAC 
sponsors the event. 

VIRTUAL VISIT TO PAPAHANAU-
MOKUAKEA NATIONAL MARINE 
MONUMENT is the After Dark in the 
Park event on Tuesday, Feb. 14 at 7 p.m. at 
Kīlauea Visitor Center auditorium in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. 
Papahānaumokuākea is the 
single largest, fully protected 
conservation area on Earth 
as well as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. This protected 
area is critical habitat for 
endangered Hawaiian monk 
seals, threatened Hawaiian 
green sea turtles, and over 
14 million seabirds. Native 
Hawaiian cultural reconnec-
tion with these islands, and 
active leadership in man-
agement, has also ensured 
this protection is 
lasting. Andy Col-
lins, Education 
Coordinator with 
the Mokupāpapa 
Discovery Center 
are the guides for 
the virtual visit to 
this remote part of 
Hawaiʻi.

BEN KA’ILI  & 
FRIENDS IN 
CONCERT on 
Wednesday, Feb. 
15 from 7 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at Kīlauea 
Visitor Center au-
ditorium. Ka’ili 
is Hilo’s own 
Hawaiian slack 
key guitarist and 
three-time Nā 

Hōkū Hanohano award winner. The event 
is one of Nā Leo Manu, Heavenly Voices of 
Hawaiian Music concerts and presentations at 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. 

ANCHAILINE POOLS: WINDOWS TO HID-
DEN HAWAI’I is the subject of Coffee Talk 
at the Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park on Saturday, Feb. 18 at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Visitor Contact Station. Anchialine pools 
host one of the rarest ecosystems on earth, yet 
few people have ever heard of them. Hawai‘i 
Island is home to approximately 650 of the es-
timated 700 or so anchialine pools in the State. 
Anne Farahi along with park ranger Dean Gal-
lagher will take attendees on a virtual visit into 
this mysterious hidden realm of Hawai‘i 

KEIKI DRAWING CLASSES WITH KEN 
CHARON will be held Tuesdays from Feb. 21 
through March 28 on Tuesdays from 3:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m.  The classroom for the six classes 
is at Volcano art Center’s Niaulani Campus. 
Portraits, landscapes and still-life  as well as 
field trips into Niaulani Rainforest are planned 
Fregister at volcanoartcenter.org/events.

A REIKI 2 CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP will 
be held on Saturday, Feb. 25 from 9 a.m. to 
noon at Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Cam-
pus with Certified Teacher Heather Penfield 
who explains that “Reiki is a complimentary 
holistic healing technique used to relax and 
balance the nervous system, assisting the 
body’s natural ability to heal and restore itself 
on a physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
level.” Read more and sign up at volcanoart-
center.org/events

TICKETS FOR THE SPRING DINNER 
DANCE at Ocean View Community Center 
are on sale for the event to be held Saturday, 
March 4 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. It features a no 
host wine and beer bar. Dine from 6 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on homemade meat or vegetarian lasa-
gna, classic Caesar salad, garlic bread and sor-
bet with berries. From 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., dance 
with DJ Alex Delgado. Tickets for $16 each 
for members and $20 each for nonmembers 
are available at OV Community Center. The 
fundraiser is for upgrading OV Community 
Center parking lots.

DAILY, WEEKLY, MONTHLY 
LIVE MUSIC IS BACK AT SHAKA’S RES-

TAURANT in Na’alehu on weekends.
PICKLEBALL at Kahuku Park in Ocean View 

on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. To 
learn more and register, contact Jaquie Wood-
mansee at (808) 929-7092.

YOGA at Kahuku Park in Ocean View on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9 - 10 
a.m. To learn more and register, contact Trisha 
Meyer at +1 (208) 353-3594.

NET RECOVERY PATROL on Mondays with 
Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund. The team and core 
volunteers conduct marine debris recovery 
efforts targeting large debris items, including 
derelict fishing net and line bundles, that are 

Pua kala (Argemone glauca) 
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especially hazardous to marine wildlife. Con-
tact kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com for more 
info. Check https://www.wildhawaii.org/with 
its HWF calendar for more opportunities to 
get involved with its bi-weekly net recovery 
patrols.

ST. JUDE’S SHOWER MINISTRY open to the 
public on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon, with 
hot water, soap, shampoo, conditioner, and 
clean towels. Masks and social distancing 
are required before and after showering. The 
long standing public shower service, put on 
pause by Covid, is supported by the Episcopal 
Diocese of Hawaiʻi’s Commission on Mission 
Beyond Church and St. Jude’s own outreach 
fund. Location is 8606 Paradise Circle Drive 
in Ocean View. Members of the congregation 
built the facility.

ST. JUDE’S COMPUTER LAB open Saturdays 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Work-Station Lap-
tops will be provided. Printing and shredding 
is available.Training sessions on Microsoft 
Word, Excel, and Powerpoint and assistance 
with setting up email accounts, Facebook, 
Zoom, and more are provided. Assigned times 
are available for individual help. Game play-
ing is limited and no streaming is allowed. 
Privileges can be suspended by Administrator 
or Lab Coordinator.

WAI’ŌHINU YOGA at the Wai’ōhinu Park 
every Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., 
weather permitting. Laurie Boyle offers the 
practice of yoga of all levels. Donations ap-
preciated. No reservations needed. For more 
information, contact Boyle at ezmerelda5@
gmail.com.

FREE HELP WITH FAMILY HISTORY in Kaʻū 
is available 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. every Wednes-
day. All are welcome to the Family History 
Center. The aim is to “Come Discover Your 
Past,” says the statement from The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which hosts 
the weekly sessions at 95-5682 Hawaiʻi Belt 
Road in Nāʻālehu. The drop-in assistance in-
cludes free Ancestry.com, Familysearch.org, 
and other online resources.

KAHUKU RANGER GUIDED HIKES, Satur-
days and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Join a Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park ranger to learn about 
the history, geology, and ecology of Kahuku 
while hiking through varied landscapes. Meet 
at the Visitor Contact Station.

EXPLORE KAHUKU UNIT OF HAWAI’I 
VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK Thurs-
days through Sundays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 
eight self-guided hiking trails. Join monthly 
Coffee Talk second Saturday of the month, 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Take a guided trek with rangers 
on Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Enjoy a 
ranger presentation on fourth Sunday of the 
month. Kahuku entrance is on mauka side of 
Hwy 11 near mile marker 70.5. See www.nps.
gov/havo/planyourvisit/kahuku.htm.

EXPLORE THE SUMMIT DAILY at Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park for an easy one-hour, 
ranger-led walk from Kīlauea Visitor Center 
through the rainforest out to Kūpinaʻi Pali on 
the crater’s edge. Walks are 11 a.m and 2 p.m. 

Meet at Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. Visit 
Kīlauea Visitor Center for other ranger-led 
programs.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
VOLCANO EVENING MARKET, Cooper 

Center, Volcano Village, Thursdays, 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., with live music, artisan crafts, ono 
grinds, and fresh produce. See facebook.com/
Volcano-Evening-Market-105888795330870.

VOLCANO SWAP MEET, 2nd and 4th Satur-
days of the month from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Large variety of vendors with numerous 
products. Tools, clothes, books, toys, local 
made healing extract and creams, antiques, 
jewelry, gemstones, crystals, food, music, 
plants, fruits, and vegetables. Also offered are 
cakes, coffee, and shave ice.

VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper 
Center, Volcano Village on Sundays, 6 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., with local produce, baked goods, 
food to go, island beef and Kaʻū Coffee. EBT 
is used for Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, formerly Food Stamps. Call 
808-967-7800.

‘O KA’Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, 
Wednesdays, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact Na-
dine Ebert at 808-938-5124 or June Do-
mondon 808-938-4875. See facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET, Sat-
urdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
corner of Kona Drive and Highway 11, where 
Thai Grindz is located. Masks mandatory. 
100-person limit, social distancing required. 
Gate unlocked for vendors at 5:30 a.m., $15 
dollars, no reservations needed. Parking in 
the upper lot only. Vendors must provide their 
own sanitizer. Food vendor permits required. 
Carpooling is encouraged.

OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET at Ocean View 
makai shopping center, near Mālama Market. 
Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Satur-
day and Sunday. Vendor set-up time is 5 a.m. 
Masks required.

THE BOOK SHACK is open every Wednesday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the Kauahaʻao Congrega-
tional Church grounds at 95-1642 Pinao St. in 
Waiʻōhinu.

FOOD
ST JUDE’S HOT MEALS are free to those in 

need on  Saturdays from 9 a.m. until  food 
runs out, no later  than  noon. Volunteers from 
the community are welcome to help and can 
contact Karen at pooch53@gmail.com. Loca-
tion is 96-8606 Paradise Circle Drive in Ocean 
View.

COOPER CENTER COMMUNITY PANTRY 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Wednesday, Feb. 
22, 9:30 a.m - 11 a.m. Located at 19- 4030 
Wright Road in Volcano. Sponsored by 
Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.

SACRED HEART: LOAVES & FISHES FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION, Thursday, Feb. 23, 9 a.m. - 
11 a.m. at 95-5558 Hwy 11 in Nāʻālehu. Spon-
sored by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.

KAʻŪ FOOD  PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 9:30 a.m. - Pau. St. 

Dirty Cello will be in 
concert on Friday, Feb 10  at 
Volcano Art Center Ni‘aulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. 
The concert is called Sounds 
at the Summit, the show time 
5:50 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $30 for nonmembers and 
$25 for Volcano Art Center 
members.

From Iceland to Italy, and 
all over the U.S., San Fran-
cisco based band Dirty Cello 
brings the world a high energy 
and unique spin on blues and 
bluegrass. Led by vivacious 
cross-over cellist, Rebecca 
Roudman, Dirty Cello is "cello 
like you’ve never heard before. From 
down home blues with a wailing cello to 
virtuosic stompin’ bluegrass, Dirty Cello 
is a band that gets your heart thumping 
and your toes tapping," says the Volcano 
Art Center statement.

The LA Times wrote: "“The 
group seamlessly careens from blues 
to bluegrass and rock in a way that re-
ally shouldn’t make sense but somehow 
does.” Lou Fancher of Oakland Maga-
zine wrote: “Dirty Cello’s music is all 
over the map: funky, carnival, romantic, 
sexy, tangled, electric, fiercely rhythmic, 
and textured, and only occasionally clas-
sical.” A Good Times Santa Cruz review 
said, “The band plays every style imag-

inable, and does some fantastic covers. 
Their rendition of ‘Purple Haze’ is in-
credible, but what is most spectacular 
about them is hearing the depth of soul 
in Roudman’s playing—it goes beyond 
what most people would expect from the 
instrument. She plays it with so much 
heart, you’ll wonder why more bands 
don’t have a cellist.” 

See and listen on YouTube: Devil 
Went Down to Georgia: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=K16hf1yWO7U;

House is a Rockin’ https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=d_p9UR2TzAQ; and 
Don’t Call Me Honey: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=GuG8dMulga4

Purchase tickets at volcanoartcenter.
org/events

Dirty Cello to Play Sounds at the Summit

Jude’s Episcopal Church above Kahuku Park 
in Ocean View. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island 
Food Basket.

ʻO KAʻŪ KĀKOU PANTRY FOOD DISTRI-
BUTION,  Tuesday, Feb. 28, 10 a.m. - Pau. 
Kaʻū District Gym in Pāhala. Sponsored by 
Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.

FREE MEALS MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS 

AND FRIDAYS are served from 12:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji. Volunteers 
prepare the food provided by ‘O Ka’ū Kākou 
with fresh produce from its gardens on the 
farm of Eva Liu. Other community members 
also make donations and approximately 150 
meals are served each day, according to OKK 
President Wayne Kawachi.

Science-based comedian Ben Miller is Artist in Residence for February,  sponsored 
by The National Park Arts Foundation for Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. Miller is 
the non-profit's first-ever comedian artist and will perform at Kauuku Visitor Contact 
Station on Saturday, Feb. 25 from 11 a.m. to noon.

Miller is a New York City-based scientist-turned-comedian who has entertained 
at top clubs including the Broadway Comedy Club, Stand Up NY, The Stand, and as a 
child, had a picture in his bedroom of Mauna Loa erupting. During his month-long park 
residency, he will liaise with park rangers, scientists and other local residents and will 
ultimately combine humor and fact to explain volcanic processes in humorous context 
in a special Kahuku performance.

Science-based comedian Ben Miller is an Artist in Residence, sponsored by The National Park Arts 
Foundation.   Photo from Miller

Science-Based Comedian to Perform in Ka‘ū
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NUPEPA NA‘ALEHU
Nā‘ālehu Cultural Garden, from pg. 1

Nexamp, from pg. 1

Nexamp, pg. 15

Opelu Fisherman”. Kupuna Linda Saffery 
shares the skills of a Lauhala and Makaloa 
master weaving. Kupuna John (Bully) 
Davis teaches coconut weaving. Kupuna 
Waltah Wong shows skills of a Traditional 
Hale Builder and Kupuna Meheula shares 
traditions as Floral Leimaker.

These practitioners are some of the cul-
tural experts who will be at the Pu‘uhonua 
in March with its opening. A Live Tradi-
tional Keiki Hula show is expected to per-
form twice a month on Saturday at noon, 
with dates to be announced.

The slogan of Ke Ola Pu‘uhonua is “A 
Living Cultural Refuge embracing Humil-
ity, Reverence and Discipline with Aloha 
of the Spirit.” The stated mission is "to pro-
vide Native Hawaiian Cultural Practices to 
all youth, their families and the community 
to create living environments integrating 
mauka to makai opportunities for places of 

Hālau Hula O Leionalani, under direction of Kumu Hula Debbie Ryder, during the blessing of the new 
cultural garden, Ke Ola Pu'uhonua on the grounds of Punalu‘u Bakeshop.  Photo by Julia Neal

learning and healing through the concept 
of Pu‘uhonua, place of refuge."

The organization’s statement says, 
“We have experienced that the development 
of heritage based life skills can perpetuate 
economic success and independence with 
a sense of family for individuals.”

Planning for Ke Ola Pu‘uhonua in-
cludes a walk for the public to experience 
places of: Hawaiian Food Plants; ‘Aumak-
ua Ancestral Forest; Lawai‘a - Fisherman's 
Environment; Lā‘au - Medicinal Plants; 
Kukui Grove - candlenuts; Plumeria Gar-
den - flowers, foliage and lei; Hawaiian 
Antiquities Mo‘olelo - Storytelling; and 
Makahiki Games - Hawaiian Games.

For more information about the gar-
den, email leionalani47@hotmail.com. 
Call 808-238-5633.

Cultural practitioners teach keiki at the new Ke Ola Pu‘uhonua.  Photo by Laurie Roush-Ortega

Duane Kurisu, Harry Kim and Kawehi Ryder
Photo by Julia Neal

Nexamp’s Business Development manager 
Mike Billet, of O‘ahu.

A representative of the Carpenters 
Union asked what legislative permits 
would be needed to proceed with the 
project. 

Billet said the project would need ap-
proval from the Public Utilities Commis-
sion and is going through the state Depart-
ment of Land & Natural Resources’ State 
Historic Preservation Division process that 
involves assessing impacts on any historic, 
cultural and archeological sites. 

With those approvals and a success-
ful final negotiation with Hawaiian Elec-
tric for a 20 year contract, Nexamp would 
move forward with permitting for con-
struction. Nā‘ālehu Solar would be opera-
tive in 2025.

Billet said the company prefers to hire 
local contractors and subcontractors and 
would provide ongoing employment for 
maintenance of the solar farm. 

While Billet said that the 15 ft. tall 
posts with solar panels would be hidden 
from views from Hwy 11, several people 
with land adjacent and on hillsides above 
the site objected to the location. A woman 
said she owns 14 acres next to the site and 
doesn't want it by her. Billet said it might 
be possible to move the 20 acre solar site 
from being close to property boundaries 
within the 190 acre property in order to ad-
dress concerns of the neighbors. 

A resident who lives about 1200 feet 
in elevation, above the site, said that he 
and neighbors would have the solar farm 
in their view plane. He called it “indus-

trial solar” and said that solar farms are 
not recommended in the Ka‘ū Community 
Development Plan. Another man said the 
site should be industrial like the old sugar 
mill lands.

A Wai‘ōhinu man said he opposes 
the project being located on ag land, even 
though it is Ag D, a state classification 
ranking it as poor for production. Anoth-
er woman asked whether the site being 
unused for ag during 20 year solar farm 
contract with Hawaiian Electric, would 
fare well for future agriculture. Billet said 
that there is a possibility of planting native 
crops or other farming around the solar 
panels as well as on the rest of the parcel. 
He said some solar farms include produc-
tive agriculture on their grounds.

Another woman said she is concerned 
about big trees being chopped down for the 
project, saying some are at least 100 years 
old and it would take a long time to grow 
them back, should the project be aban-
doned after its 20 year commitment.

The question of electric bill savings 
to local residents came up, with one man 
saying that he would hope that Lower to 
Moderate Income families, which the proj-
ect is mandated to serve, would receive 
more than 15 percent savings on their elec-
tric bills. He called a 15 percent savings 
“shallow.”

Another said he can't get approval for 
Hawaiian Electric to buy power from his 
rooftop solar because Hawaiian Electric 
is maxed out accepting it in his neighbor-
hood. Would Nexamp's contract with Ha-
waiian Electric make it harder for people 
in the area to sell their rooftop electricity 
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OV, KAHUKU, MILOLI‘I

WATER DELIVERY
Wai Moku

CALL RUDY
929-9222

OV Solar, from pg. 1

OV Solar, pg. 15

Ocean View Skatepark Association 
announced in January that it has finalized 
the creation of its nonprofit and raised 
more than $17,000, according to a state-
ment from its treasurer Laura Roberts. She 
said the organization is applying for two 
grants and continues fundraising through 
tee shirt, hat, and sticker sales. Items that 
raise money for the new skatepark can be 
purchased at Lisa’s Kahuku Gift and Gar-
den in Ocean View. Donation jars are lo-
cated at Kahuku market, Ace, and Lisa's. 
Donations are accepted on the website 
www.oceanviewskatepark.org, Letters 
have gone out to local island businesses for 
donations, said Roberts.

Support can be given to Ocean View 
Skatepark Association through Amazon 

Smile by selecting the organization under 
Amazon Smile each time shopping on Am-
azon. Amazon donates a portion of each 
sale to Ocean View Skatepark.

Roberts said that Ocean View Skate-
park Association needs volunteers for such 
tasks as sending out letters, helping with 
fundraisers, making follow up phone calls, 
grantwriting and putting together auction 
packages. The help will make Ocean View 
Skatepark "a reality for our community."

One of the next steps is an Environ-
mental Assessment. "We hope to have that 
done soon so we can start the planning of 
the park build," said Roberts. To volunteer, 
donate and with questions, call Roberts at 
406-249-3351.

Ocean View Skatepark is Non-Profit, Raising Money to Build

Ocean View Skatepark Association is raising money, needs volunteers.  Photo from OVSPA

The project is the result of the Feed-In 
Tariff program, launched in 2008 to kick-
start more renewable energy in Hawai‘i. 
The intention of FIT was for owners of ag-
ricultural land to build small solar projects 
with a nameplate capacity of under 250 
kWh. To prevent developers from using 
the program for large installations, the “one 
project, one TMK” rule was enacted. The 
idea was to allow only one 250 kWh solar 
farm per lot described by a Tax Map Key 
number. However, in Ocean View where 
lots are designated “agriculture” and most 
of them three acres, solar farm developers 
are attempting to build multiple FIT proj-
ects on contiguous lots and on lots in close 
proximity to each other. 

In addition, excellent roads and three 
phase power in Ocean View proved to be 
cost-cutting incentives for developers. 

Peter and Annie Bosted, Ranchos resi-
dents who have filed a formal complaint 

with the PUC, oppose the project. 
In numerous filings before the PUC, 

they allege that solar developers were at-
tracted to buying up lots in Ocean View 
because the FIT program offered a set of 
standardized purchase power rates that were 
very generous, at 23.6 cents per kWh. By 
comparison, current projects will earn about 
9 cents per kWh for power that can be stored 
on batteries and available in the peak period. 
The Bosteds noted that the Ocean View 
solar farms would not have batteries, and 
would produce power for use during day-
light hours. The Bosteds said that Hawai‘i 
Island has a surplus of daytime energy, so 
it is likely that power from the Ocean View 
project would be “curtailed” or not used at 
all.

Back in 2011, two entities aiming to 
run solar farms in Ocean View were the 
major players. Solar Hub Utilities held the 
rights to build 18 FIT projects in Ocean 
View, while a hui of RevoluSun principals 
in Honolulu had rights for nine.

In 2012, Civil Beat ran a story label-
ing Solar Hub as a “queue squatter.” Civil 
Beat also quoted the FIT’s Independent ob-
server’s criticism of Solar Hub for not com-
pleting its projects on time. Civil Beat noted 
that Solar Hub put together the package and 
sold all its places in the FIT program to SPI, 
a solar developer then based in Shanghai, 
China. The PUC stated that FIT projects 
should not be considered commodities that 
could be bought and sold at a profit and or-
dered an audit of the program.

Meanwhile, Hawaiian Electric deemed 
that the Ocean View project 
was so huge that a new sub-
station costing about $4-mil-
lion would be required, and 
developers would need to 
share the cost. In 2013, Rev-
oluSun ceded its FIT rights 
to SPI, which became the 
sole player.

In 2015, HELCO 
and SPI held a meeting in 
Ocean View to announce the 

planned project. It was rowdy with residents 
expressing their disapproval and some vow-
ing to sabotage the project. A month later, 
a community meeting was held with Rep.
Creagan and Councilwoman David. West 
Hawai‘i Today ran stories covering com-
munity concerns, as did The Kaʻū Calendar.

Residents described feeling threatened 
by the industrialization of their rural com-
munity. If allowed 
to be built, they 
said, each three-
acre facility would 
be surrounded by 
an eight-foot tall 
security fence, 
adorned with signs 
reading “Danger,” 
“High Voltage” 
and “Keep Out.”

Non-Kaʻū 
residents were also 
quoted by West 
Hawaiʻi Today as 

expressing concern – Stephen Holmes of the 
Sierra Club said the cost of the power would 
be too expensive, while Marco Mangelsdof, 
a solar company owner in Hilo, called the 
FIT program a “fiasco” and a “boondoggle.” 
Hermina Morita, a former head of the PUC, 
stated “The purpose of the FIT was to en-
courage smaller projects, not as a loophole 



County of Hawai‘i.
Friday, March 10 is the deadline to 

submit an original artwork illustrating Our 
Water, Our Future, Conserve It on a flat, 
11- by 17-inch paper. Any medium may be 
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K’s  
Greenhouse 

Always Spreading Aloha one plant at a time. 

 
Open Wednesday Thru Saturday      9 am to 4:30 pm  

92-8376 Catamaran Ln. ( from Hwy– turn on Tiki, right on Moana turns into Catamaran -
Between Donola and Walaka,) 

Follow on FB-  K’s Greenhouse 

Website- ksgreenhousehawaii.com 

ksgreenhousehawaii@gmail.com 

Phone 808-825-8795 

Want to plant a garden? It’s time ! 
All different kinds of Vegetable starts ,Herbs and  
 Beautiful Flowers. Stop in and take a look. 

Gr
ap

hi
cs

 B
y 

Ho
bb

yP
ro

du
ct

ion
s.c

om

Rainfall on the Big Island is acidic 
due to Kilauea releasing approx. 350 
metric tons of Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) a 
day during eruptive pauses, and 
approx. 1850 metric tons or more 
when erupting creating vog. Vog 
creates acid rain. The pH scale 
ranges from 0 to 14, with 7 being 
neutral which Rainwater Harvesters 
strive for by adding minerals.

Roof, gutters, and tank must be 
clean. And by adding a Floating 
Roof, gutters, and tank must be 
clean. And by adding a Floating 
Intake Line, First Flush Diverter, Leaf 
Eaters, sediment and carbon  lters 
with a disinfection system, proper 
maintenance, regular testing, and 
stubborn persistence, you can 
create safe water to drink, bathe & 
cook with. 

Join Tilo for First Saturday Free 
Education.  Bring a lawn chair!

The Big Island of Hawai’i is one of 
the most unique places on Earth. 
With Kilauea erupting on a regular 
basis, humans and their structures 
come and go, riding the wave of 
lava that will pass through and both 
destroy and create at the same 
time. With this constantly changing 
landscape, traditional water systems 
are impractical. The solution is 
rainwater catchment, also known as 
Rainwater Harvesting.

For much of the Big Island of 
Hawai’i there is no municipal water 
For much of the Big Island of 
Hawai’i there is no municipal water 
source. Many in the districts of 
Puna, Ka’u, Hamakua and Ocean 
View depend on rainwater as their 
water source. There is no 
governmental entity managing or 
creating rules.  Rat-lung disease, 
e-coli, staph, parasites, viruses and 
a host of bacteria and cysts are 
present everywhere as Hawai’i is a 
tropical environment.

Understanding Rainwater 
Harvesting in Hawai’’i

News you 

need to know

The fifth annual Keiki Water 
Conservation Poster Contest is open 
for submissions through Friday, 
March 10. The county Department 
of Water Supply invites Hawai‘i Is-
land students attending kindergarten 
through the sixth grade to enter the 
contest themed Our Water, Our Futu-
re, Conserve It.

To encourage more keiki to learn 
about conserving water, Dept. of Wa-
ter Supply is including sixth-grade 
students for the first time. Prizes will 
be awarded to first and second place 
entrants from each grade level K-6, 
as chosen by a panel of judges, for a maxi-
mum total of 14 winners island-wide. The 
Department will announce winning entries 
at a future meeting of the Water Board of the 

Keiki Invited to Illustrate: Our Water, Our Future, Conserve It

A previous winner in the Keiki Water Conservation poster contest, 
open for submissions through March 10.      See www.hawaiidws.org

used, except for three-dimensional 
renderings, chalk, charcoal and oil-ba-
sed crayon. No computer graphics or 
photographs will be accepted. Make 
sure each poster lists the artist’s name 
in legible print.

Each poster submission should 
be accompanied by a completed en-
try form available at www.hawaiidws.
org, via email by contacting dws@ha-
waiidws.org or by calling DWS on re-
gular working days at (808) 961-8050. 
There is no charge to enter. Contest 
entries should be mailed to DWS in 
Hilo or dropped off in designated bins 

at DWS’ offices in Hilo, Kona or Waimea 
by Friday, March 10. Address locations and 
additional contest rules are listed at www.
hawaiidws.org.

The free contest aims to highlight the 
importance of reducing water waste and 
protecting drinking water supplies. "It chal-
lenges keiki to utilize artistic ways of con-
serving our most precious resource – safe 
drinking water," says the statement from 
Dept. Of Water Supply. Conservation ideas, 
including the video Save Water to Help the 
Earth, are posted under the “Conservation” 
link at www.hawaiidws.org.

Founded in 1949, Department of Wa-
ter Supply is a semi-autonomous agency of 
County of Hawai‘i. The Department’s mis-
sion is to provide customers with an adequa-
te and continuous supply of safe drinking 
water through the operation of its 23 sepa-
rate water systems that combined deliver 
about 25 million gallons of water each day 
to Hawai‘i Island communities.



Education about fentanyl and the gi-
veaway of the rescue drug Narcan is availa-
ble in Ka‘ū to community groups and busi-
nesses. The Hawai‘i Island Fentanyl Task 
Force came to Ka‘ū in January for a givea-
way at Hawai‘i Island Community Health 
Center, formerly the Bay Clinic. The Task 
Force also came to Pāhala Elementary & 
Ka‘ū High School with a session for the 
public and a free dinner, following sessions 
for students during the day.

Dr. Kimo Alameda, former CEO of 
Bay Clinic, VP of Hawai‘i Island Commu-
nity Health Center and leader of Hawai‘i 
Island Fentanyl Task Force, advances the 
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Fentanyl Ed, Narcan Drug Available for Ka‘ū

Narcan nasal spray is provided at no cost, with 
training, to those who want to be prepared to 
rescue victims of Fentanyl overdose. 

Photo by Julia Neal

Dr. Kimo Alameda, former chief of Bay Clinic and head of Hawai‘i Island Fentanyl Task Force, 
provided Narcan, the fentanyl rescue nose spray, to people who came for a free dinner and presenta-
tion at the Robert Herkes District Gym in Pāhala. Alameda and crew also promoted Narcan rescue in 
Nā‘ālehu.   Photo by Julia Neal

effort. He and his team provide streetside 
training and education for school and com-
munity groups as well as businesses.

They explained that Narcan is a nasal 
spray that is not harmful to those who take 
it and not dangerous to keep on hand for 
emergencies. It is administered by bystan-
ders and emergency personnel who see a 
person who is unresponsive to touch, even 
rubbing of the chest and is suspected of a 
fentanyl overdose.

The way to help is to call 911 so an 
ambulance can come but in the meantime 

spray the Narcan into the victim’s nose and 
put the person on his or her side, in case 
vomiting is the response when coming out 
of the stupor. According to Alameda and 
crew, fentanyl takes the life of someone 
on Hawai‘i Island about every 11 days. 
The Task Force is working with the state 
Department of Health, emergency respon-
ders and others to tackle the problem by ta-
king the message and giving away Narcan 
throughout the communities around the is-
land. To schedule a fentanyl presentation, 
email Alameda at adrkimo@icloud.com.



communities. The Year of the Rabbit runs from Jan. 
22, 2022 to Feb. 9, 2024, the next Chinese New Year's 
Eve.

Years of the Rabbit are 1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 
1975, 1987, 1999, 2011 and 2021. Each is attached to 
an Element, with this year's being water, the last being 
gold. The one before was earth, and those before it 
were fire and wood.

Those born in the Year of the Rabbit are said to 
be ingenious, witty, quick-minded and vigilant. They 
are also known to be gentle, quiet, elegant, and alert 
as well as quick, skillful, kind, patient, and very 
responsible.

At Volcano School of the Arts & Sciences, stu-
dents recently learned about Chinese culture by read-
ing books, watching videos and decorating the class-
room, as well as the parading around the campus.
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February Events
          Exhibit: Polynesian Curiosities 
continues through 2/19 - hand carved 

woodwork by Jeff Roth at VAC gallery 
in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                     
  2/4 - Encaustic with Mary Milelzcik                                                              

2/10 - Sounds at the Summit: Dirty Cello                                                              
2/11 - Silk Scarf Painting 
with Patti Pease Johnson                                                           
2/11 - Zentangle-Inspired 

Block Printing with Val Odachi                                               
2/11 - Hula Kahiko featuring Nā 
Kumu Hula Kaʻea Lyons & Lily 
Kahelelani Lyons Dudiot with 

Hālau Ka’eaikahelelani in HVNP                                                                       
2/21 - 3/28 - (Tuesdays) Keiki 

Drawing Class with  Ken Charon                                                      
2/25 - Reiki 11 Certification with Heather 

Penfield                        
Recent Eruption Photo Contest Saturday, 

February 25th - April 2nd at VAC Gallery in 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park.

Office in Volcano Village: 
(808) 967-8222

Gallery in HVNP: 
(808) 967-7565

volcanoartcenter.org/shop

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN! 

Visit our website for current hours

NPS Seeks Clues in Volcano
House Feather Helmet Theft

National Park Service investigators seek the 
public’s help in identifying a person of interest 
wanted for questioning in the theft of Hawaiian 
cultural artwork from a hotel located in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. On Friday, Jan. 13 
around 11:45 p.m., a contemporary replica of a 
mahiole - the traditional Hawaiian feather helmet 
- was stolen from the Volcano House hotel. An 
image from a hotel surveillance camera shows a 
man carrying a large item beneath a red cloth in 
front of the hotel’s front desk. The person of in-
terest appears to be a man wearing a dark ball cap 
and bandana face covering.

According to NPS, a woman seen in a sepa-
rate surveillance image reached out to investiga-
tors and is no longer a person of interest.

The stolen mahiole was created by renowned 
local artist Rick San Nicolas, who sold it to the 
hotel several years ago. Traditional mahiole were worn by high-ranking 
Hawaiian chiefs and painstakingly crafted using feathers and native fibers 
such as the roots of the ‘ie‘ie vine. It was displayed in a clear case near the 
hotel’s front desk and featured brightly dyed crimson and yellow goose 
feathers. 

San Nicolas has been an artist in residence at Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park and also shows his creations each year at the Merrie Monarch 
Festival. His works are widely displayed at cultural centers, resorts and 
museums.

Anyone with information can  contact the National Park Service by 
calling or texting 888-653-0009. Tips can also be submitted online at 
https://go.nps.gov/SubmitATip or via email at nps_isb@nps.gov

Replica of mahiole by 
Rick San Nicolas was sto-
len from Volcano House 
lobby. NPS is asking the 
public for clues. 

Photo from NPS

It’s Year of the Rabbit at Volcano School of Arts & Sciences
Chinese New Year was celebrated 

throughout January, with most festivities to 
wrap up Feb. 4 with a Lantern Celebration 
and family and friend reunions in Chinese 

PreK students parade for Year of the Rabbit at Volcano School 
of the Arts & Sciences.  

Chinese New Year was celebrated this week at Volcano School of the Arts & Sciences. 
It's the Year of the Rabbit.  Photos from VSAS

The Volcano Art Center’s Hula Kahiko 
program continues on Saturday, Feb.11 at 
10:30 a.m. with a performance featuring 
Nā Kumu Hula Kaʻea Lyons-Yglesias and 
Kahelelani Alohikea-Smith, with Hālau 
Kaʻeaikahelelani. The program is a year-
round series sponsored by the  Volcano Art 
Center at the kahua hula (hula platform) 
near the Volcano Art Center Gallery in 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park.

Founded in November 2015, Hālau 
Kaʻeaikahelelani is a school of Hawai-
ian Culture, based on the Kona side of 
Hawaiʻi island.  Rooted in the foundation 
of ALOHA, students learn the fundamental 
cultural teachings through the lifestyle of 
hula, language, music and arts, by connect-

ing to the land, the people, 
the place and the commu-
nity. By bringing families 
together through their de-
sire to learn and live with 
a cultural foundation, hula 
blesses all – the dancers, the 
families, the communities.

The performance takes 
place in an outdoor setting. 
Audience members are en-
couraged to bring sun/rain 
gear and sitting mats. Na-
tional Park entrance fees apply.

These free events are supported by 
members of the Volcano Art Center’s 
ʻohana. To donate to the Hula Arts at 

Kīlauea programs or to find out more in-
formation please contact Emily C. Weiss at 
info@volcanoartcenter.org or visit www.
volcanoartcenter.org

Hula Kahiko Program Welcomes Hālau Ka‘eaikahelelani

Hālau Ka‘eaikahelelani Photos from VAC

Record Breaking Winter Crowds Continue at Kīlauea Summit 
Record breaking crowds arrived at the 

summit of Kīlauea Volcano from Novem-
ber through January, with the new eruption. 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park issued a 
statement in January, reemphasizing good 
planning before going there: 

Parking areas at popular destinations, 
like Devastation, Uēkahuna, and Kīlauea 

Visitor 
Center be-
gin filling 
up before 
sunset, and 
remain full 
for many 
hours. The 
Park rec-
ommends, 
“Do not 
plan to ar-
rive at the 
park be-
tween 6 
p.m. or 9 
p.m. un-
less you 

are prepared to spend a lot more time wait-
ing for an available parking spot and walk-
ing much further to your viewing destina-

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park 
posted these images regarding visit-
ing the volcanic eruption.

packed overlooks. The best time to visit is 
after 9 p.m. through the late evening to sun-
rise. Your park is open 24 hours a day.

Be respectful. Kīlauea is a sacred and 
cherished landscape. Be safe. Stay on marked 
trails and overlooks and avoid earth cracks 
and cliff edges. Do not enter closed areas.

Adjust your expectations. Many visi-
tors are here to witness this amazing natural 
phenomenon and will likely be crowded to-

tion.” The Park offers these tips:
Know before you go. Visit the park 

website for eruption updates, alerts, what to 
do, and more before you arrive. Download 
the free National Park Service app to help 
explore the park.

Be flexible. Sunset and the evening 
hours between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. are the 
most crowded, creating lines of traffic wait-
ing for parking spots, lines at facilities, and 

gether at overlooks.
Be considerate and strive to protect 

the quality of everyone's experience. Use 
your indoor voice at overlooks. Leave your 
mobile sound system at home. Point flash-
lights and headlamps at the ground to avoid 
blinding others. Use of unmanned aircraft 
(drones) is prohibited in the park without a 
permit from the Park Superintendent.
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to Hawaiian Electric? Billet noted that Nexamp would be 
improving infrastructure for the grid, which could allow 
Hawaiian Electric to use more solar from the area.

A man who said he was an engineer at the sugar mill 
in Pāhala, which closed in 1996, noted that the sugar fac-
tory produced back up for power for Hawaiian Electric 
- burning the sugar cane waste - the bagasse for electric-
ity. He said he approves of the solar farm and other en-
ergy producers like windmills for backup. He also said he 
worked for the Navy on nuclear ships and said that solar is 
a lot better than nuclear.

Another man said he already has solar on his house, 
but supports Nā‘ālehu Solar for the community. "One 
thousand solar panels is better than one smokestack. I'm 
in, because it's clean energy."

Other topics included safety of the lithium batteries to 
be installed on the solar farm. If they were to catch fire, could 
the fire be stopped? Billet said there is NEST, the Nexamp 
Energy Storage Team that works on safety. One man asked 
about the environmental cost of using lithium batteries, giv-
en how they are manufactured. Billet noted that the batteries 

would provide 
"smoothing" 
for the ups 
and downs 
of producing 
electricity and 
also could act 
as a microgrid 
for the area 
during out-
ages. He said 
he believes 
that the best 
option for the 
environment 
overall is so-

lar with batteries. In the future that could change with the 
invention of better energy options.

Several asked whether Nexamp's solar panels would 
soon be obsolete. Billet said they are the latest development, 
using a single access tracker, "already using tomorrow's 
module." One man noted that an advancement allows the 
heat of the solar panels to be harvested for extra electricity.

One man asked whether the solar panels will be made 
in America? Billet said Korea and that components come 
from all over the world but that Nexamp prefers to source 
from the U.S. He noted new federal incentives to buy parts 
made in the U.S.

Regarding the 20-year term of the contract with Hawai-
ian Electric, Billet said 20 years is a common contract, giv-
en the likelihood that innovations will create less expensive 
electricity sources in the future. He also said without the 
kinds of community solar proposed by Nexamp, Hawai‘i 
may not reach its goals of becoming energy self-sufficient.

Nexamp is planning another community outreach in 
April. With questions, contact naalehusolar@nexam.com. 
Billet said the company website will be updated at https://
www.nexamp.com/naalehu-solar.

Agriculture could possibly surround the solar 
panels, according to Nexamp.  Photo from Nexamp

Nexamp, from pg. 10

OV Solar, from pg. 11

Concerns were expressed about sitting the Nā‘ālehu Solar away 
from homes and views.  Photo from Nexamp

for larger projects, which would have been negotiated under 
different terms.”

On February 15, 2016, the then-head of the PUC, Ran-
dy Iwase, chaired a meeting in Ocean View. The meeting 
was required for the proposed construction of a new trans-
mission line to connect the project to the grid. The meeting 
quickly turned to concerns about the overall project. Resi-
dents contended that it did not belong in the FIT program. 
Some called it a scam, boondoggle, and backdoor route to 
industrialization. State Rep. Richard Creagan told the PUC 
Chair that he was planning to change the law. Iwase told the 
Ocean View residents that their complaints “had not fallen 
on deaf ears.”

In August 2016 the Bosteds submitted a formal com-
plaint about the project to the PUC. They alleged that 
HECO and HELCO had mismanaged the FIT Program and 
should not have allowed the Ocean View project into the 
program. Iwase immediately ordered a hold on the project 
until the Bosted complaint could be investigated. Over six 

years later, that hold is still in place.
Since then, SPI has been fighting to keep the project 

alive through a plethora of filings, including discovery, 
position statements, and a failed attempt to have the issue 
decided by arbitration. In 2016 there were 13 filings con-
tributed to the docket by the Bosteds, HELCO, SPI, and the 
Commission; in 2017 there were 28; in 2018 there was one; 
in 2019 there were six; in 2020 there were 24 and in 2021 
there were 12.

In December 2019, the Commission identified a prior 
decision, dubbed the Monet precedent, made by the PUC in 
2011, that FIT projects could not be combined into one util-
ity-scale project, even if the “one project, one TMK“ rule 
was met, if the project was centrally managed. The Com-
mission asked the parties to argue whether the Ocean View 
project was centrally managed. Now the Commission must 
decide if the Ocean View projects should be considered 
individually or in the aggregate for purposes of determin-
ing whether they comply with the Commission’s directives 
concerning the FIT Program and the Competitive Bidding 

Framework.
In 2022, SPI filed a motion asking the Commission to 

skip the oral hearing, which has been scheduled since 2016, 
and go straight to a decision.

Peter Bosted told The Ka‘ū Calendar, “We really need 
an oral argument in order to confront SPI with evidence. 
The Commission has narrowed down our case to whether 
the Monet decision applies to the Ocean View project. We 
argue that it fits like a glove. But SPI is pushing a narrative 
that ignores a lot of salient facts – such as the fact that Solar 
Hub and RevoluSun were the original applicants, not SPI.

“SPI now has it set up so that each of the FIT projects 
in Ranchos and Kula Kai is owned by an LLC, or a shell 
company, which is the basis of their argument that the proj-
ect is not centrally managed. However, when Solar Hub got 
the places, it was just Solar Hub. One company with 17 
places, which they sold en-masse to SPI in a deal. Actually, 
it was three deals – firstly a sale, but when they got into 
trouble for that, they made it a loan, then when the dust 
settled made it a sale.

The promotion of Meadow Gold as Hawaiian is be-
ing tested in federal court with Hawai‘i Food Service Alli-
ance claiming deceptive practices and U.S. District Court 
Judge Leslie Kobayashi ruling in January that the claim 
can move forward. The suit also names 
mainland companies working with Mead-
ow Gold in shipping mainland dairy prod-
ucts to Hawai‘i under the Meadow Gold 
name. Meadow Gold uses such icons as 
Hawaiian cow Lani Moo and such slogans 
as Made with Aloha and Hawai‘i’s Dairy 
for products shipped in from the mainland.

On its website Meadow Gold notes 
that it has provided milk, ice cream and juice to Hawai‘i 
“with aloha” for over 120 years. It began as O‘ahu Dairy-
men’s Association in 1897. However, the lawsuit claims 
that Meadow Gold currently has no cows producing milk 
in Hawai‘i.

Last November, Meadow Gold released a statement 
saying, "We have never claimed that all our milk is local, 
but we do consider ourselves Hawai‘i’s Dairy because we 
are committed to Hawai‘i and its community and will con-
tinue to be while we work toward building a more sustain-
able operation."

Hawai‘i Food Service Alliance is a local food distribu-
tor that claims that the promotions of Meadow Gold prod-
ucts as local and Hawaiian violates the federal Lanham 

Act. The Lanham Act permits civil suits against those who 
deceive consumers and influence their purchasing choices. 
The judge also stated that Hawai‘i state law also applies 
when labels and statements lead consumers to believe the 

products come from Hawai‘i.
A statement from Chad Buck, CEO of 

Hawai‘i Food Service Alliance, said, “We 
believe that Hawai‘i farmers and ranchers 
need to be protected from mainland agri-
cultural products masquerading as local. 
No farmer will invest in local production 
if imported counterfeits, masquerading 
as local products, are allowed to compete 

against them. We believe that this type of deceptive pack-
aging and marketing harms our state’s efforts to become 
more sustainable and food secure.” Buck also contended 
that Meadow Gold is charging a premium, as if the prod-
ucts were all local and more expensive to make here.

The lawsuit targets Bahman Sadeghi, a dairy farmer, 
who bought Meadow Gold and saved it from going under 
in 2020. It notes that Sadeghi, who is based in Kea‘au, 
sells California-produced dairy products from Hollandia 
Dairy, Heritage Distributing Co. and Saputo Dairy Foods 
USA. It says he sells them with labeling and claims that 
indicate an origin in Hawai‘i.

Hawai‘i Public Radio noted last year that Kings Ha-
waiian, a sweetbread bakery, was sued for using slogans 

like Established 1950 and Hilo, Hawai‘i, even though 
their rolls and breads are baked in California. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Phyllis Hamilton said the labeling says that the 
product is made in California and that a geographic refer-
ence like Hilo does not deceive customers.

How Much Can Sellers Use Hawai‘i to Brand Mainland Products?

Lani Moo, the Hawaiian dairy cow of Meadow Gold, is embroiled 
in a lawsuit claiming she misrepresents the origin of milk and other 
dairy products sold in Hawai‘i but produced on the Mainland.

awareness and access to resources that build preparedness 
and resilience to both social vulnerabilities and natural 
disasters.

“The Kaʻū Resilience Hubs: Miloliʻi Kalanihale, 
Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub, Oceanview Marshallese Hub, 
Pāhala Resilience Food Hub, and Root & Rise extend a 
heartfelt mahalo to Council Member Maile David and 
HPM Building Supply for their generous support,” says 
the Vibrant statement.

Vibrant Hawaiʻi is a non-profit organization on 
Hawaiʻi Island whose mission is to dismantle silos and 
increase collaborative partnerships. Vibrant says, “Our 40 
Resilience Hubs are trusted, people-powered venues that 
support residents, adapt to the changing needs of the com-
munity, and activate in times of disaster to support emer-
gency response and recovery efforts.”

To learn more about Resilience Hubs, visit www.vi-
branthawaii.com

Kupa Aloha Awards, from pg. 16

Hui Mālama educators teach about the nutritional and medicinal 
value of Hawaiian plants at the Vibrant Hawai‘i Resilience Fair in 
Nā‘ālehu.  Photo by Julia Neal
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Open 7 days/week, 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Free tours available Monday - Friday
 11am & 1pm weather permiiing

Free cooee sampling

visit our website
or  call for details
kaucoffeemill.com

808-928-0550
96-2694 wood valley road

pahala, hawai‘i

follow us on social media @kaucoffeemill

No tours available on weekends, but guests are 
welcome to walk around the mill area.

Waikapuna’s Draft Resources Management Plan will go to a zoom public meeting on Wednesday, 
March 22, with time and link to be announced. The announcement was made in January by Town-
scape, the entity that has been working on the plan with public outreach. The 2,317 acre property 
includes 2.3 miles of coastal and inland trails and is stewarded by Ala Kahakai Trail Association.  
See http://www.alakahakaitrail.org/waikapuna.    Photo by Shaylan Crysdale

Waikapuna Management Plan on its Way

“Today, SPI refuses to acknowledge 
any of that. We filed copies of checks writ-
ten by SPI to cover their Road Maintenance 
fees, proving that SPI is, in fact, running 
the show. We have evidence of their getting 
County building permits as a block. There is 
correspondence between HELCO and SPI 
showing that SPI staff speak for the entire 
6.75 Megawatt project.

“Evidence abounds. But we are not 
lawyers. We cannot go toe to toe with SPI’s 
resources. They argue harder and stronger. 
We have the facts, but they have the gab.

“In addition, the three commissioners 
have changed drastically. Mr. Iwase retired 
soon after the PUC got our complaint. The 
commission under James Griffin identified 
the Monet precedent, but his term expired 
in mid-2022. Now, only one member of that 
commission, Mr. Leo Asuncion remains. 

We have two new commissioners. Are they 
going to wade through six years of filings? 
How many PUC lawyers were on staff for 
the past six years? If the case is just judged 
by SPI’s most recent filings, we could lose 
as that narrative ignores salient points. We 
need to present our case directly to the cur-
rent commissioners.

“One of the commissioners is a former 
principal of RevoluSun, and a member of 
the hui that planned a five-megawatt FIT 
project for 20 contiguous lots in Ocean 
View. Another was an attorney with a large 
law firm and she repeatedly appeared for 
HECO and advocated for the company in 
numerous cases. If they both recuse due to 
conflicts of interest, then Mr. Asuncion will 
be the sole decider of this case. We need to 
talk story with him,” said Bosted.

“We really are in a David and Goliath 
situation,” Bosted added.

Vibrant Hawai‘i Gives Kupa Aloha Awards
Vibrant Hawai‘i recently presented 

two Kupa Aloha Awards to Kaʻū vol-
unteers during its Resilience Fair in 
Nāʻālehu. Honorees were Annie Momie 
Sobiono, nominated by Miloli‘i Kalani-
hale; and Wayne Kawachi, nominated by 
Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub. The Network of 
Resilience Hubs was also involved in the 
awards program. A statement from Vibrant 
says the honorees' "efforts and work exem-
plify living aloha, building strong ʻohana, 
and thriving community."

Hundreds of people in more than 50 
ʻohana attended the Kaʻū Resilience Fair 
on Saturday, Jan. 21 at Nāʻālehu Honga-
wanji. Many community organizations 
participated to share information and re-
sources, including Hawaiʻi Community 
Lending, Parents Inc., Kumukahi Health, 
Hawaiian Electric, Hawaiʻi Island Com-
munity Health Center, Hui Mālama Ola Nā 
ʻŌiwi, Hawaiʻi Animal Kuleana Alliance, 
and KTA Pharmacy, and Community First. 

Families who visited at least ten of 
the organizations' presentations each took 
home a five-gallon bucket filled with es-
sential emergency supplies and resources.

Performances by Kaʻū youth high-
lighted resilience and sense of place. The 
Miloliʻi Kalanihale Resilience Hub dem-
onstrated how ̒ ōpelu stocks are maintained 
according to traditional practices as part of 
their Community-Based Subsistence Fish-
ing Area, and the all girls Kaʻū 4H Club 
taught participants how to rope livestock.  

The Kaʻū Resilience Fair is one of a 
series of community events planned by the 
Vibrant Hawai‘i Resilience Hub network 
during the season of Makahiki to spot-
light the work of over 40 Resilience Hubs 
across the island and increase community 

Vibrant Hawaiʻi Board Member Nicolas K. Los 
Baños, awardee Annie Momie Sobiona, and 
Kaimi Kaupiko, of Kalanihale in Miloli‘i.

Photo by Cole Fuertes

Wayne Kawachi wins a Kupa Aloha Award, 
accompanied by Marsha Masters of Nāʻālehu 
Resilience Hub. Photo by Cole Fuertes


