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Moody’s Analytics reports that Hawai‘i is
one of only 16 states with enough cash reserves to weather the ‘stress test’ of another
recession.”
The governor’s Fiscal 2019 amendments total $85.5 million – an increase of
.6 percent over FY 19 operating appropriations in the biennium budget (all revenue
sources).
He said that the state’s improved G.O.
bond ratings and lower interest rates make
it a favorable time to invest in the state’s
infrastructure. “These capital projects have

broad economic impact, supporting about
14,000 jobs of which 5,520 will be in the
construction industry,” said Ige.
EDUCATION: “The future begins
with investing in education and improving
school facilities to make a difference for
generations of students,” said the governor,
who listed budget highlights for schools
and colleges: $2.8 million for the Hawai‘i
Keiki program that provides school-based
health services; $1 million for the Early
College High School initiative; $700,000
Ige Budget, pg. 5
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Residents Get Into Planning for Pāhala Treatment
Five Pāhala sewage treatment facility meetings in December drew in residents
for talk story sessions at Pāhala Community
Center and Ka‘ū District Gym, as plans are
made to build the most expensive Capital Improvement Project in village history.
Estimated cost is $20 to $21 million, to be
covered by the Environmental Protection
Agency, the county, and other governmental
sources.
In the year 2000, the federal government
banned new large-capacity gang cesspools,
like those used by the old sugar plantation
in Pāhala. In 2005, it made existing large capacity cesspools illegal and has demanded
that the ones in Pāhala be shut down or the
county will face large daily fines.
The capital costs of the new treatment
system will be funded by the entire county
and will not fall on the shoulders of the
Pāhala Treatment, pg. 3

Rep. Creagan Plans
for 2018 Legislature

Rep. Richard Creagan is setting priorities for the Hawai‘i State Legislature which
opens Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the Capitol in
Honolulu. Creagan, who represents west
Ka‘ū into Kona, chairs the state House of
Representatives Agriculture and Animal
Welfare Committee. He said in late December that he wants to increase the Transient
Accommodation Tax distribution to Hawai‘i
Island. The tax increases by 1 percent on
Jan. 1 for all hotel, bed and breakfast, condominium, and other rentals for terms less
Creagan Plans, pg. 8
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Humpback whales are known to feed in Alaska and then migrate to Hawaiian waters to breed, calve and nurse their young.
Photo from N.O.A.A.

Humpbacks Arrive to Give Birth & Winter Here

Humpback whale season is underway. NOAA’s Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary
reminds the public that although the number may vary from year to year, scientists
estimate that as many as 12,000 humpback
whales migrate from their feeding grounds

off Alaska to breed, calve, and nurse their
young in Hawai‘i’s warm waters. While
some whales have already arrived, the majority will be in Hawai‘i between January
and March.
Hawai‘i’s iconic humpback whales are
protected by state and federal agencies. Ap-

proaching humpback whales within 100
yards when in the water, or within 1,000
feet by air, is illegal.
“Collisions between whales and vessels occur annually, presenting serious
risks to boaters as well as the whales,” said
Whale Season, pg. 5

Sakada Day in Ka‘ū: Honors Filipino Work, Culture
Filipino contributions to Ka‘ū were on
full display Dec. 17 as Sakada Day 2017
landed in Ka‘ū on Sunday. Filipino families
and many others fascinated by the culture
witnessed dances embellished by twirling
candles, the clicking of bamboo sticks, the
flashing of red scarves, and the variety of traditional dress. They enjoyed a lunch presented by the Pāhala Filipino Club and a program
emceed by Joan Obra.
On hand were Mrs. Hawai‘i Filipina
Marites Domingo Kano and Miss Hawai‘i
Filipina Kyla Raza.
Dignitaries praised two Sakadas - Leovegildo Mercado and Prudencio Tayamen
- who came to Hawai‘i in 1946. They are
among the many Filipino immigrants who
helped build local agriculture, from pineapple and sugar, to Ka‘ū Coffee.

The Camba Filipino Dance Troupe performed a variety of ethnic numbers. Joan Obra was the
Emcee at Sakada Day in Pāhala.
Photo by Julia Neal

Mercado, now 90 years of age, sailed
from Salomague Port in Cabugao, Illocos
Sur, Philippines. He worked with pineapple

on Lana‘i before transferring to Ka‘ū where
he started in the fire room, became a fuel
Sakada Day, pg. 16
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Sugar Mill Land Auction Cancelled, Preservation or Bottling Plant?
The old Ka‘ū Sugar Mill site foreclosure auction was cancelled in December.
Attorney Louis P. Mendona, commissioner
for the court, wrote that the “auction has
been cancelled since the defendants paid the
amount due to the Plaintiff and the foreclosure case will be dismissed.”
The defendants planned to put a water
bottling plant and retail center on the 60
acres in Pāhala with parking for tourist ve-

Opportunity Building, Old Mill Warehouse,
Old Mill Carpentry Building, the remains
of the sugar mill stacks, walls, waterways
and other plantation remnants, and stoops
of a plantation village, now populated with
mango trees. It also includes the old mill
water tunnel and open views of the coast
and mountains.

The Old Office of Economic Opportunity
Building, in front of the mango trees and old
plantation camp housing, is on the 60 acres
listed in the top ten for county acquisition.
Photo by Julia Neal

Ka‘ū sugar mill site where owners have
planned a water bottling plant sourcing the
water from a tunnel there.
Photo by Julia Neal

hicles. They received a preliminary approval from the former county planning director.
The owner of the mortgage on the property
foreclosed on them but the matter has apparently been resolved.
The site is also on the Public Access,
Open Space and Natural Resources Preservation Commission top ten list for acquisition. The land includes the Old Pāhala
Bank Building, Old Office of Economic

Production of industrial hemp seed, to
be made available to licensees in an upcoming industrial hemp pilot program, is a project of the state Department of Agriculture.
The DOA project includes: Awarding seed
development contract(s) to contractor(s)
selected at the end of an RFP process; obtaining a controlled substance registration
from Hawai‘i state Department of Safety;
importing seeds to be further developed into

a line of industrial hemp for Hawai‘i by the
contractor(s) selected, upon receipt of all
necessary licenses.
According to hdoa.hawaii.gov/hemp,
"One of HDOA's seed developers is currently testing a hemp varietal imported from
China. If the varietal tests well, HDOA will
release applications in February [2018], and
begin limited licensing of growers willing to
use the varietal" the following Spring.

Surfriders Foundation, the Sierra Club,
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund and others opposed
the idea of taking water from Ka‘ū to bottle
and export it. Whether owners plan to proceed with the bottling plant remains unclear.
The site is next to the proposed Pāhala
wastewater treatment plant.
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Toll free 888-276-7728
for more information or go to HawaiiCropInsurance.com

Call for Industrial Hemp Proposals

KA‘ALU‘ALU OCEANFRONT RANCH
1,836 acres of gently sloping mixed pasture that flows
from approximately 680 foot ASL to a protected ocean
cove at Ka‘alu‘alu Bay.
Sweeping ocean, sunrise and coast line views!
$2,950,000 MLS 278051
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Pāhala Waste Treatment, cont. from pg. 1
homeowners in Pāhala, representatives of
the county said. Some homeowners may pay
hookup fees, and County Council member
Maile David said she will look for financial
assistance.
All those on the new system will be
charged no more than the regular sewage fees
charged for any house on a county sewage
line. Residents on the old plantation system
are currently paying about $30 every two
months to the county, which is keeping the
system operational until the new treatment
plant and pipes are finished.
During the meetings led by consultants
for the county Department of Environmental
Management, the proposed location was discussed. The tentative site is 42.5 acres owned
by Kamehameha Schools at the entrance to
Pāhala, where the Norfolk pines extend up
Maile Street to the old Pāhala Clubhouse.
The land extends along Maile Street toward
the Old Pāhala Bank building, last used as a
community radio station and currently home
to the Hawai‘i Public Radio feed.
The initial concept for the wastewater treatment facility is an aerated lagoon
system with additional natural treatment in
disposal basins where native trees would be
grown. Aerated lagoons are also used at the
Honoka‘a treatment facility, and the county
is offering a field trip for Pāhala residents
who want to see it.
Michelle Sorensen, an engineer who
lives in Waimea, is on the team with consultant Brown and Caldwell, working for the
county to design the new system. She presented reasons for changing over from the
old plantation system with its pipes and the
two gang cesspools – one located in a homeowner’s yard on Maile Street. The other
is near the old Pāhala Theatre site and old
Pāhala Bank building and radio station.
Sorensen explained that wastewater not
only has pathogens that can cause disease, it
has chemicals used by people in their homes
and businesses that can affect groundwater
and the ocean. Existing cesspools provide
no treatment for sewage. The new treatment
facility would help protect public health and

Catherine Cruz on Ka‘ū Radio Waves Daily
Catherine Cruz is on the
tinuing contributions to the
radio waves daily in Ka‘ū on
community.”
HPR1 at 89.1FM. The veteran
Originally from Guam,
newswoman is Hawai‘i Public
Cruz has been a television reRadio’s newest staff member.
porter in Hawai‘i since 1983,
Cruz co-hosts HPR’s statewide
and has won a number of
weekday talk program The
awards and respect from a stateConversation at 11 a.m. along
wide audience. She spent more
with Chris Vandercook. She
than 30 years at KITV, covering
started in December and is also
beats from government to edureporting for HPR News.
cation and health.
Catherine Cruz is on
“We are delighted to wel- 89.1FM in Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
Cruz is also a co-founder
come one of the strongest Public Radio, at 11 a.m.
and former Board member and
journalists in the state to our daily. The show is called programming chair of Pacific
growing newsroom,” said The Conversation.
Islanders in Communication.
Photo from HPR
HPR News Director Bill DorThe Hawai‘i-based organizaman. “We look forward to Catherine’s con- tion is primarily funded by the Corporation

The second $20 million capital improvement investment in Pāhala, following the recent
completion of the Ka‘ū District Gym, will be the town's wastewater treatment facility. In December, five small gatherings for talk story sessions on the design and location were held in the
village.
Photo by Julia Neal

water resources like drinking water, streams,
and water entering the ocean.
A tentative timeline was presented: Acquire the property for the wastewater facility
and finish environmental studies by the end
of 2018. Complete construction of the facility and the piping in the streets in the middle
of 2021. Hook up the system by the end of
2021.
The engineer said that the site could accommodate the entire community by later
expanding the treatment facility on the 42.5
acres, should the need arise some decades
from now. To make room, however, more of

the macadamia trees would be removed, and
a new buffer designed, while preserving the
Norfolk pines.
LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
The reasoning for the proposed location
was also explained. It is downhill and away
from the core of the town, which allows the
wastewater to be carried by gravity flow. The
location is in the macadamia orchard, providing an immediate buffer around the facility,
and a draft Archaeological Inventory Study
indicates that the site is unlikely to have
many archaeological sites. The site is currently accessible by road, away from peren-

for Public Broadcasting, with a mission to
bring stories “to support, advance, and develop Pacific Island media content and talent that results in a deeper understanding
of Pacific Island history, culture, and contemporary challenges.” Since its founding
in 1991, PIC has grown a significant pool
of video producers from Hawai‘i, Guam,
and Samoa, many of whom have provided
culturally-diverse programs to PBS.
Cruz is a graduate of San Francisco
State University. She holds a degree in
Broadcast Journalism.
HPR has a news and talk staff of 12,
plus three contributing reporters from the
Neighbor Islands.

nial streams and groundwater wells. Power
and potable water are readily available.The
view would be the Norfolks, macadamias,
and native trees and lagoons beyond them.
The engineer explained that the simplicity of using lagoons and native tree plantings
to treat and filter wastewater would reduce
time and money spent on electrical, mechanical, maintenance, and repairs.
Questions about the location came up in
the meetings. Ed Olson noted that his house
was the only house in town across from the
proposed site. He owns a home and the Old
Pāhala Clubhouse on Maile Street. Sammie
Stanbro, of Olson Trust, recommended possibly locating the wastewater treatment plant
on the Nā‘ālehu side of the Norfolk pine
lane along Maile Street, to put it a bit farther
from the town. Like the current preferred
site, some 42.5 acres, the land across Maile
Street is owned by Kamehameha Schools. It
is about the same size and also has a macadamia orchard that could serve as an immediate
buffer, she noted.
Kamakani Dancil, of Kamehameha
Schools, said that Kamehameha, which owns
the initial site chosen by the county, is concerned about loss of macadamia trees with
their production, income and jobs. He also
Pāhala Waste Treatment, pg. 4

Apply By FEBRUARY 15, 2018 For Summer 2018
KILOHANA

Innovative, four- and ﬁve-week Hawaiian culture-based summer math and literacy
programs for non-Kamehameha students in the third grade and middle school.
Residency requirements vary by program.

KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS

SUMMER SCHOOL

Summer courses available at each of our 3 campus locations:
• KS Maui: Hālau ‘O Kapikohānaiāmālama
• KS Hawai‘i: Hālau Kupukupu Innovations Academy
• KS Kapālama Summer School
Program details vary by campus.

EXPLORATIONS HO‘OMĀKA‘IKA‘I

GET APPLICATION KŌKUA AT ONE OF OUR COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS!
Hilo Iron Works Building
Jan. 4, 13 & 25; Feb. 8 & 13
– 9 am to 3 pm
Jan. 10 & Feb. 7
– 12 pm to 6 pm

Kamehameha
Preschool – Waimea
Jan. 16 and Feb. 8
– 4 pm to 7 pm

Keauhou Shopping Center –
‘Āina Pauahi O Kona
Jan. 20 – 9 am to 1 pm

One-week summer boarding programs providing
foundational Hawaiian values and practices
through hands-on activities.
For non-Kamehameha campus students entering grade 6.

Feb. 1 – 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm

For more workshop information, please contact:
East Hawaiʻi Resource Center: (808) 982-0851 • West Hawaiʻi Resource Center: (808) 322-5400

Apply to all programs at ksbe.edu/summer

Kamehameha Schools policy on admissions is
to give preference to applicants of Hawaiian
ancestry to the extent permitted by law.
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A Peace Garden to Grow at Pāhala Elementary School
A School Peace Garden will soon be
growing at Pāhala Elementary. The school
received funds through the Good Idea Grant,
written by Pre-K teacher Lynne Fukuda
and coordinated by elementary teacher Lisa
Simmerman.
Helping to direct the project is Native
Hawaiian farmer and cultural practitioner
Kawehi Ryder, who lives in Pāhala. He explained the idea behind the Peace Garden.
“As discussed with Kūpuna Isaiah Kealoha of Hilo, who was raised in the Puna
district, the name ‘Ōpi‘o Ho‘omalu signifies
the youth with the mindset of calmness and
peace.”

Kawehi Ryder talks to elementary students
about the origin and names of the papaya
(he‘i) and banana (mai‘a) plants they will be
planting and caring for.

Pahala Waste Treatment, cont. from pg. 3
noted that locals hunt on the property and
was concerned with fencing. He said that
Kamehameha Schools owns other land farther from Pāhala, makai of Highway 11, below other macadamia orchards.
Concerning setting the location below
the highway, the engineer explained that additional costs could be incurred to run the
pipes, crossing the highway, bringing in electricity and water, and establishing a right of
way and safe access road for maintenance of
the treatment facility.
Liz Polido said she would like to see
printed preliminary plans and explanations
about the treatment plant in order to take
them home and study them.

Les Iverson and Jean Hanoa recommended that the county revisit site possibilities below Hwy 11. Iverson said he didn’t
believe the selected property above Hwy 11
is large enough to include the needs of the
entire village and for future growth.
The consultant explained again that the
county is under order by the EPA to secure a
site and begin construction, or face fines for
operating the old plantation system which
takes the effluent into two large gang cesspools, where there is no treatment.
Several residents attending the meetings
mentioned the beauty of the pine tree lane
coming into town. Colleen Milligan noted
that wild turkeys and pheasants live in the
macadamia orchards.

Berna Cabacungan collected input from Pāhala residents.
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Photo by Julia Neal

Ryder said ‘Ōpi‘o Ho‘omalu is “connected with the concept value of kūkulu
kumuhana- the pooling of strengths and
emotions for a positive goal, and shared
purpose- a unified force. We will begin the
foundation of our integrated Cultural Education Mala (garden) Project at the Elementary
level and develop in sequence to the Middle
School, and then to the High School levels.”
He said that values to be incorporated
will include: “Mālama O Ka ‘Āina Honuacare for our place and community; Ho‘oloheto listen; Nānā ka maka- to observe; and
Hana Ka Lima- to work with our hands.”
Gary Tomondon said he is concerned
about flooding at the proposed site. The engineer said that she will look into it and that
flooding will be carefully considered in the
design.
Gwen Sorensen suggested that the
county consider other land below Hwy 11
for the site, away from the town.
Jan Kaleohana talked about growing up
with the old plantation treatment system in
Portuguese Camp, without thinking about
it until the sugar company that operated it
closed in 1996. She asked that the community be involved in site selection and making
sure the cost is not too much of a burden on
local residents.
Vickie Pa‘aluhi said she remembered
underground burial sites in a lava tube on the
selected property.
Michael Worthington said he hopes
any additional archaeological
studies will be done on the
chosen site soon, in order to
prevent delays, such as those
that occurred with the building
of the new Ka‘ū District Gym,
when a graveyard was found
in an underground lava tube. A
draft Archeological Inventory
Survey has been completed
for the wastewater treatment
site.

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Students admire their work after digging,
putting papaya (he’i) in, and adding cinder
to the soil for drainage.

THE VALUES OF PĀHALA
Berna Cabacungan, of Earthplan, led the
talk story sessions and invited residents to
speak up.
Sophia Hanoa said that wastewater affects all of the Ka‘ū District and the ahupua‘a
from the mountain to the ocean, and urged
the entire community to become involved in
the decision making on protecting their water resources. She said the project will affect
generations to come, and also suggested that
the county take the plan to the students at
Ka‘ū High School, which is one of the places
that will hook up to the sewer.
Hanoa thanked the county’s outreach
consultant and wastewater engineer for coming to the community on behalf of the county. In the past, she said, the community has
sometimes experienced people with plans
Pahala Waste Treatment, pg. 7
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Those who see an injured or entangled marine mammal are urged to keep a safe distance and
call N.O.A.A.'s Marine Mammal Stranding and Entanglement Hotline or U.S. Coast Guard
immediately.

Whale Season, cont. from pg. 1
Edward Lyman, Large Whale Entanglement
Response Coordinator for the sanctuary.
“Whale calves are particularly vulnerable
because they are difficult to see and surface
more often.”
Humpbacks can also get entangled in
fishing gear, which can result in starvation,
physical trauma and infections, and may
contribute to vessel strikes since the animals
are less mobile.
The Hawaiian Islands Large Whale Entanglement Response Network, a community-based effort led by the sanctuary, supports
large whale response efforts statewide. The
network involves many state and federal
agencies, including Hawai‘i’s Department
of Land and Natural Resources, NOAA
Fisheries Pacific Islands Regional Office,
and the U.S. Coast Guard, as well as private
non-governmental organizations, fishermen,
researchers, and other individuals.
Those who see an injured or entangled marine mammal are urged to keep a
safe and legal distance, and call NOAA’s
Marine Mammal Stranding and Entangle-

ment Hotline at 888-256-9840 or the U.S.
Coast Guard on VHF channel 16 immediately. Those reporting a vessel coming too
close to a whale, call the NOAA Fisheries
Enforcement Hotline at 800-853-1964 or
email respectwildlife@noaa.gov. Additional guidelines and safety tips can be found
at: https://hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov/
res/ocean_etiquette.html.
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale
National Marine Sanctuary is administered
by a partnership of NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries and the State of
Hawai‘i, through the Department of Land
and Natural Resources. The sanctuary
works to protect humpback whales and their
habitat through research, education, conservation, and stewardship. Those interested
can join on Facebook.
NOAA’s mission is to understand and
predict changes in the Earth’s environment,
from the depths of the ocean to the surface
of the sun, and to conserve and manage our
coastal and marine resources. NOAA offers
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and other social media channels.

Happy

New Year

Wishing you a prosperous 2018
from your locally owned and
operated grocery store, since 1916!
We’re here for all of your grocery, deli,
meat, seafood, produce needs and more.

According to N.O.A.A. as many as 12,000 humpback whales migrate from Alaska to Hawai‘i.
Photo from N.O.A.A.

Ige Budget, cont. from pg. 1
for the Hawai‘i Promise Scholarship Program; $15 million for full-time positions
and $1.2 million to support underserved regions and populations at UH Mānoa and the
community colleges; $150 million in capital improvement projects to improve public
school facilities; and $120 million in total
CIP for the University of Hawai‘i.
HOUSING: “We are asking for a cash
infusion of more than $100 million,” announced Ige. This includes a $25 million
CIP for the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund
statewide and $50 million CIP for the Rental
Housing Revolving Fund statewide. Ige said
that the Department of Hawaiian Homelands is helping in the effort to produce

more housing. The governor is also asking
for a $10 million CIP for repairs and maintenance of existing infrastructure, and a $15
million CIP for lot development.
“Our efforts are paying off. Since I’ve
been in office, 5,300 units have been completed, 40 percent of them affordable. There
are another 1,400 under construction and
4,500 units in the planning stages. Let’s
build on our momentum,” Ige said.
HOMELESSNESS: The governor is
asking for $15 million for Housing First,
Rapid Re-Housing, housing subsidies,
homeless outreach services, and other
homeless initiatives (this includes $5 million for property storage and trash/debris
Ige Budget, pg. 23

KTA Downtown, Hilo
321 Keawe Street
808-935-3751

KTA Puainako, Hilo
50 E. Puainako Street
808-959-9111

KTA Waikoloa Village
Waikoloa Highlands Center
808-883-1088

KTA Waimea
Waimea Center
808-885-8866

KTA Kailua-Kona
Kona Coast Shopping Center
808-329-1677

KTA Keauhou, Kona
Keauhou Shopping Center
808-322-2311

www.ktasuperstores.com
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Community Health Center Funding Threatened in Federal Budget

Funding for the Bay Clinic in the new
federal budget is of serious concern to Sen.
Mazie Hirono, who spoke about it when
presenting goals to the U.S. Senate in December. She named reauthorizing the Children’s Health Insurance Program and funding Community Health Centers as some of

Some 30,000 children in Hawai‘i are at risk
of losing health care access if CHIP fails.
Hirono said Community Health Centers
could be forced to shut their doors. She said
they are the only health care provider for
much of rural Hawai‘i. She named Bay Clinic, with its Nā‘ālehu venue, as among Community Health Centers
at risk. If not funded,
she said, clinics across
Hawai‘i would have
to lay off staff and
dramatically cut services. She noted that
recent improvements
in clinics include services that help save
the cost and time of
patients traveling long
distances - in particular, to Honolulu. She
Sen. Mazie Hirono listed the Dream Act, funding Childrens Health
said thousands of
Insurance and Community Health Centers like the Bay Clinic as year Hawai‘i families and
end goals.
Image from Sen. Mazie Hirono
more than 20 million
people across the
the top concerns on her list.
county would be at risk without Community
Hawai‘i’s federal funding for CHIP will Health Centers.
run out as early as February, Sen. Hirono
Hirono also called for parity in funding
said. The state would have to help out, put- between defense and non-defense spending
ting funding for other critical programs at in the Federal budget. She said the current
risk. Regarding the Children’s Health Insur- plan is for a $54 billion increase in defense
ance Program, she said that 6,000 children spending and $34 billion increase in nonin Hawai‘i depend on CHIP for care they defense spending. The senator said that, as a
receive for complex medical conditions. member of the Armed Services Committee,

Bay Clinic's Ka‘ū Family Health Center, which opened in 2013, is at risk without federal Community Health Center funding.
Photo by Joe Febo

she understands the need for more resources
for defense, but “not at the expense of funding critical domestic programs.” She said
that the military also sees the need to fund
important domestic programs.
Regarding those young people who
grew up in the U.S. after being brought here
by relatives without permission from the
government, Hirono said she wants to help
those who are good citizens to stay under
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,
with a legal path to citizenship.

“Every day that we don’t pass the
Dream Act, 122 Dreamers… are losing their
DACA status (exposing them to deportation). These are extraordinary young people
with aspirations most of us take for granted.
They just want to live, work, study, and give
back to the only country they know as home.
We need to keep the promises that our government made to them by passing the Dream
Act by the end of this year.”

State, Fed Aim to Retire all Cesspools in Hawaiian Islands
Retiring all cesspools in Hawai‘i to
protect clean drinking and recreational
waters is the goal of the state Department
of Health and the federal Environmental
Protection Agency. “Cesspools are an antiquated technology for disposal of untreated sewage that have the potential to pollute
groundwater,” says the state Department of

Health report to the 2018 Hawai‘i Legislature, released in December.
The report notes that Hawai‘i relies
on groundwater for over 90 percent of its
drinking water, but has more cesspools
than any other state. Some 88,000 of them
across the islands put “53 million gallons
of raw sewage into the State’s groundwater and surface waters
every day,” says the
report.
“Cesspools also
present a risk of illness to island residents and a significant
harm to streams and
coastal resources, including coral reefs.”
“Even
some
remote
places
in
Hawai‘i are seeing effects on drinking water,” Health Director
Dr. Virginia Pressler
said. “The water in
these areas is still
safe to drink, with no
evidence of bacteThe state Department of Health says that sewage can reach coral reefs rial contamination;
and drinking water sources quickly from cesspools in porous lava.
however, there are

Photo from N.O.A.A.
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early warning signs that tell us we must act
now to protect the future of our drinking
water and the environment.”
The 2017 Hawai‘i Legislature passed
Act 125, which requires the replacement of
all cesspools by 2050. It directs the Department of Health to: “investigate the number,
scope, location, and priority of cesspools
Statewide that require upgrade, conversion, or connection based on each cesspool’s impact on public health.” It also directs the Department of Health “to work in
collaboration with the Department of Taxation to assess the feasibility of a grant program to assist low-income property owners
with cesspool upgrade, conversion, or connection. The Department of Health came
up with the places it considers most at risk
from cesspools and Ka‘ū went unnamed.
However, concerning areas with new
and old lava flows, with “little to no soil
cover to mitigate the impact of cesspools
or slow the drainage of cesspool effluent to
the water table, travel time from the ground
surface to the groundwater could be as
short as a fraction of an hour.
“A high density of cesspools and short
leachate infiltration time pose a significant
health risk in an area where residents rely
on domestic wells for drinking water.” The

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

DOH tested waters in Kea‘au and found
that “25 percent of domestic wells sampled
tested positive for wastewater indicator
bacteria, demonstrating the potential for
disease transmission.”
Cesspool Retirement, pg. 20
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Kūpuna Caregivers Program Helps Pay Those Who Care
The Kūpuna Caregivers program began with applications opening up last
month. Full-time caregivers
of kūpuna are eligible for financial assistance of up to
$70 per day to cover the dayto-day costs of caring for sepeople
areWhen
at high
nior
citizens.
Gov.risk
Da-of
developing
serious
flu-related
vid
Ige signed the
bill, AARP
complications
theywin.”
get sick.
Hawai‘i
called it “a if
major
This
includes
people
65
“Full-time caregivers oftenyears
have additional
jobs, andofthis
recent
andfull-time
older, people
any
agetriumph

FLU from page 1.

with certain chronic medical
conditions (like asthma, diabetes
orKa‘ū
heartHospital
disease),
pregnant
& Clinic
received a gift
women,
andHongwanji
young children.
from
Nā‘ālehu
just before the

allows them to provide care
for their loved ones while being gainfully employed,” said
a statement from Team David
Ige. “From the beginning, the
people
of Hawai‘i
taught
and influenza
infection
canare
affect
to
treat
our
kūpuna
with
people differently, but millions the
utmost respect, and part of the
of people get the flu every year,
respect we show is taking achundreds of
thousands of people
countability and responsibilare
hospitalized
from flu-related
ity for their care. Governor
Ige has fought
causes
every
year.
Even
for shared responsibility whenhealthy
advocating
people
can get very sick from the
for
our kūpuna.

flu and spread it to others. When
more people get vaccinated
against the flu, less flu can
spread through that community.

Sushi Raises Funds for Hospital
holidays. Members of the Hongwanji prePreventing Seasonal Flu
sented a check for $500.00 after raising the
The“from
first the
andsale
most
important
money
of their
famous sustep
in
preventing
flu
is to get
shi,” said Hospital Administrator
Merilyn
a flu vaccination each year.
Harris.
CDC
everyday
The also
checkrecommends
arrived in a thank
you card
forpreventive
Ka‘ū Hospital
&
Clinic,
saying,
“Thank
actions (like staying
you
for
the
health
care
you
provide
to all
away from people who are sick,
thecovering
communities
in Ka‘ū.
wishesand
for a
coughs
andBest
sneezes
bright
and
successful
future.”
frequent hand washing) to help
During their visit, they shared some
slow
the spread of germs that
of their stories about family members who
cause respiratory (nose, throat,
have been taken care of at Ka‘ū Hospital
lungs)
illnesses,
likeborn
flu.in Ka‘ū
&and
Clinic.
The first
baby ever
Influenza
is a seriousmember
diseaseAlice
Hospital
was Hongwanji
that can lead
to hospitalization
Yonemitsu’s
daughter
in July of 1971. “It
death. by such
is and
reallysometimes
inspiring toeven
be supported
kindEvery
and wonderfully
women,” said
flu seasonstrong
is different,
Harris.

What should I do if I think I
have the flu?
If you get the flu, antiviral
drugs are a treatment option.
Check with your doctor
promptly if you are at high risk
of serious flu complications.
Your doctor may prescribe
antiviral drugs to treat your flu
illness.
Funds from sushi sales were presented to
For
more
information,
go
Ka‘ū
Hospital
from
ladies of Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji,to:
left to
right,
Masako
Sakata,
Sumiye
www.cdc.gov/flu
Takaki, Hanako Miyahara, Lily Nagata, Administrator Merilyn Harris, Alice Yonemitsu,
Director of Nursing Sherrie Bazin and Irene
Kohara.

“Our kūpuna caregivers deserve our
full support so Hawai‘i can continue to honor the wishes of our seniors, improve their
health outcomes, and help ease the cost of
long-term care for both family caregivers
and the state.”

The statement noted that the number of
kūpuna is growing more rapidly in Hawai‘i
than across the rest of the nation, and that
longevity is extended here. To enroll to be
paid to take care of kūpuna, see care4kupuna.com.

Oral Care Program to
Support Healthy Habits

Letʼs Talk about Birth
Control Options

Clinic Services Close to Home
•
•
•
•
•

Keiki 1-6 years old
Fluoride varnish to prevent
cavities
Takes minutes during the
well-child check-up
Reapply every 6 months
Establish healthy habits
from the start!

•
•
•
•

Family planning
consultation
Nexplanon insertion
IUDs such as Kyleena
and Skyla
Convenient and reliable
contraception available

The Honoka‘a wastewater treatment facility while it was under construction. A similar aerated lagoon system is being considered on 42 acres for Pāhala at the corner of Hwy 11 and
Maile Street along the pine tree lane. Norfolk pine trees and macadamia trees would screen
the facility from view and additional trees planted would absorb water and nutrients of the
effluent, according to the initial concept. The county is offering to organize a field trip for
Pāhala residents to see the finished and operating Honoka‘a system.
Photo from Goodfellowbros.com

Pāhala Waste Treatment, cont. from pg. 4

and questions from the community.
When asked by Cabacungan what peofor the area who come to Ka‘ū with some
ple like about Pāhala, Keoni Grace said evarrogance.
Comprehensive
provided
Dr. Sarah
Howard
and
eryoneby
knows
each other,
from the
folks at
The
engineer said thatmedical
the countycare
wanted

Nurse
Practitioners
Megan Lewis and
Susan
Field.
Pāhala
Waste
Treatment, pg. 15
to come in early
to receive
local knowledge

1 Kamani Street / Pahala, Hawaii 96777 / (808) 932-4200 / KauHospital.org
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Ka‘ū Churches Focus on Peace on Earth for 2018

Father Martin Mwanshibula came a long
way from Zambia in Africa to serve Pāhala
and Nā‘ālehu Catholics, many of them immigrants and descendants of immigrants to
Ka‘ū. Photo from Hawai‘i Catholic Herald

Creagan Plans, cont. from pg. 1

As the New Year approached, churches in Ka‘ū focused on peace on Earth. The
Catholic churches followed the message
of Pope Saint Francis, who spoke to some
10,000 people at St. Peters Basilica in the
Vatican on Christmas Eve. The Pope focused
on the number of refugees, which has grown
worldwide to more than 22 million people.
“We see the tracks of entire families forced
to set out in our own day. We see the tracks
of millions of persons who do not choose to
go away but, driven from their land, leave
behind their dear ones.” The Pope said that
many flee from those who “see no problem in
shedding innocent blood.” The Pope himself
is an Argentine whose grandparents were immigrants from Italy.
He urged everyone to welcome foreigners and compared immigrants to Mary and
Joseph with no place to stay in Bethlehem.
“So many other footsteps are hidden in the

ing a Public Health Veterinarian in the state
than six months. All of that extra income to Department of Health who can work with
the state, however, is going to help fund the zoonoses (animal diseases that affect people) like leptospirosis, brucellosis,
rail on O‘ahu.
toxoplasmosis, and rat lungworm,
Creagan, who is a physician,
is another aim of Creagan’s. “I
weighed in on rat lungworm dishave a bill for this,” he said.
ease. “It is a problem for human
Also regarding the state Dehealth, agriculture, and tourism.”
partment of Health, Creagan said
He proposes to “provide subit would be best to require the
stantial funding to University of
Neighbor Island County District
Hawai‘i Hilo School of Pharmacy
Health Officers to be physicians.
and the Jarvi Lab for rat lungHe pointed out that Health Offiworm research. ”He said he will
cers on Maui and Kaua‘i are phyintroduce legislation.
sicians, but not on Hawai‘i Island.
Creagan said he hopes to
He said this island’s County Counset up a center at Hilo Hospital
cil supports this requirement. “We
in conjunction with a residency
program clinic for study and treat- State Rep. Richard need a physician District Health
Officer to stand up for the peoment of rat lungworm. It would Creagan
be “a place to go if you think Photo by Ann Bosted ple of the Big Island against the
O‘ahu-centric Health Department.
you might have rat lungworm –
I
have
a
bill
for this as well.”
early treatment may be key.” He foresees a
Creagan has long campaigned for a
“morning after pill treatment” for those who
think they may have been exposed. “We will new hospital in Kona. “We badly need a
introduce a resolution and/or a bill for fund- new West Hawai‘i Hospital to replace Kona
Hospital. I have proposed a University-afing,” he said.
Creagan pointed out that “animal wel- filiated teaching hospital in West Hawai‘i
fare is now part of the agriculture commit- in conjunction with Palamanui Community
tee.” He said he hopes to fund a study of College. We have $500,000 for a feasibility
rat lungworm in pets, particularly dogs and study.”
He said he advocates training health
horses. “They are dying from this and we
Creagan Plans, pg. 18
need diagnoses and treatment.” Reinstat-

Villagers gathered inside and outside of Holy Rosary Church in Pāhala, following the Pope’s
message supporting understanding, tolerance and help for immigrants. Photo by Julia Neal

footsteps of Joseph and Mary,” said the Pope.
The Pope asked for a “new social imagination,” leaving no one feeling like “there
is no room for them on this earth.” He was
harsh on those who exploit desperate refugees, calling them “Herods of today,” saying
they have blood on their hands.
In Ka‘ū, Father Martin Mwanshibula,
the Catholic priest who himself is a long
way from his African home in the Diocese of
Kasama, Zambia, led Christmas Eve masses in Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu. Father Martin
has been the administrator of Holy Rosary
Church, Pāhala, and Sacred Heart Church in
Nā‘ālehu for about six years. He serves many

immigrants and descendants of immigrants
from Portugal, the Philippines, India and other far off places who came to Ka‘ū for better
lives in the sugar industry long ago and the
coffee industry more recently.
Father Martin said earlier this year, in
the Hawai‘i Catholic Herald, that there is a
challenge in being far from home, where he
is the eldest of five brothers and two sisters.
“But, within any challenge, something also
appears. And that is the community which
becomes your family, your support. I am
very fortunate the people are very supportive
here,” in Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu, said Father
Martin.

TACOMA

Built for the endless weekend.

bigisland
toyota.com

Rep. Richard Creagan, a physician, wants Hawai`i to ban the pesticide chlorpyrifos. The EPA
planned to ban it for food use but the Trump administration reversed the decision.
Image from www.draxe.com
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
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HILO: 935-2920
811 Kanoelehua Ave.

KONA: 329-8517
74-5504 Kaiwi St.
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Annual OKK Keiki Fishing Tournament Set for Punalu‘u
The annual ‘O Ka‘ū Kakou Keiki Fishing Tournament is set for Saturday, Jan. 27
at Punalu‘u Beach park Pavilion.
Designed for children one to 14 years of
age, it offers marine education and competition along the rocky shoreline of Punalu‘u
and its tidepools.
Check in time is from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
The welcome will be at 9 a.m., with poles
and bait distributed at 9:30 a.m. The fishing
time is from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
A free lunch will be offered to participants and their families from noon to 12:30
p.m. Awards and prizes will be given out at
1 p.m.
Keiki and their families can pick up and
drop off registration forms at Nā‘ālehu Elementary School, Nā‘ālehu Ace Hardware,
Pāhala Elementary School, Mizuno Superette in Pāhala, Pāhala Gas Station, Wiki
Wiki Mart in Nā‘ālehu, Wong Yuen Store
in Wai‘ōhinu, Kahuku Country Market in
Ocean View and Ocean View Auto parts.
For more information, contact Guy Enriques at 217-2253 or Wayne Kawachi at

Largest Aholehole from 2017 tournament
in three age groups were caught by Malika
Straface, Wade Baji and Kaleb Cohen.
Photo by Lee McIntosh

Punalu‘u Beach tidepools and shoreline are the site of the annual Keiki Fishing Tournament
that draws nearly a thousand people. This year it happens on Saturday Jan. 27.
Photo by Nalani Parlin

937-4773.
Fishing guidelines allow:
Hand Pole Fishing with barbless hooks

Ka‘ū Trojans Give Soccer a Good Try
The Ka‘ū Trojans played Kea‘au in
soccer on Saturday, Dec. 2. In boys division,
Kea‘au scored 9, Ka‘ū 0. In girls, Kea‘au
scored 6, Ka‘ū 0.
Tuesday, Dec. 5, saw Ka‘ū at Konawaena. Dec. 9, Kakualani was at Ka‘ū, with a
final score for the girls of 1 to 0.

The Trojans played Kohala and Hilo on
Tuesday, Dec. 12. The scores for the boys
were Kohala 5 and Ka‘ū 0. For the girls,
scores were Hilo 9 and Ka‘ū 0.
Kamehameha and Ka‘ū met on Saturday, Dec. 16 and Wednesday, Dec. 20, Ka‘ū
was at Honoka‘a.

Ka‘ū High Girls Basketball team
bridged November and December with two
strong games: Nov. 30, Ka‘ū at Lana‘i, with
final scores of 66 to 54, and Ka‘ū 37, Kailua
28, on Dec. 1.
Kealakehe and Ka‘ū met Dec. 2, with
Ka‘ū ending at 51, Kealakehe at 37.
Ka‘ū High girl’s basketball hosted
Kamehameha School Monday, Dec. 11, at
the Ka‘ū District Gym. In the Junior Varsity match-up, Kaohinani Grace scored 19
points for Ka‘ū. She was the highest scoring J.V. player of the night from either team.
Kamehameha won, 54-25. In Varsity play,

Kiana Mederios-Dancel made 8 points and
Mei Lin Galban Kin In made 6. The final
was Kamehameha 58 and Ka‘ū 17.
Girl’s basketball saw Ka‘ū at Kea‘au
on Wednesday, Dec. 13. The final for Junior
Varsity was Kea‘au 32, Ka‘ū 13. In Varsity
play, Ka‘ū scored 34, with Kianie Mederios
Dancel scoring 16 points. However, Kea‘au
scored 69.
Three more girl’s basketball games
were played in December: Saturday, Dec.
16, Kohala at Ka’ū; Monday, Dec. 18, Hilo
at Ka‘ū; Wednesday, Dec. 20 at Waiakea.

Ka‘ū High Boys Basketball game on
Nov. 29, Waiakea at Kea‘au, was scored at
Ka‘ū 29, Kea’au 57. Nov. 30 saw Ka‘ū take
the lead over St. Joseph, 58 to 45.
Ka‘ū played against Seabury on Dec. 1,
with final scores Ka‘ū 35 and Seabury 49.
Dec. 2 saw Ka‘ū at 40, Kealakehe at 55.
The team met for the Maui Tournament
on Dec. 7, with final scores of Ka‘ū 44 and

Maui 66.
The game on Tuesday, Dec. 19, was
Hilo at Ka‘ū. The final for Jayvee was Ka‘ū
33, Hilo 70. Varsity finished at Ka‘ū 50,
Hilo 84.
Ka‘ū High boy’s basketball had one
more game during 2017, Ka‘ū at Konawaena, on Dec. 30.

BIIF swim meets were held on two
Saturdays in December: the 9th and the
23rd. The meet held Dec. 9 sent Ka’ū to

Konawaena; the meet held Dec. 23rd sent
Ka’ū to Hilo.

only; bringing own personal hand poles;
providing hand poles, fishing gear and bait
to those without fishing equipment, on first

to register-first to receive basis. There will
be no chumming or using palu (bread mackerel or other fish attractant).
All fishing is Catch and Release.
The fishing will last one hour and a half.
Prizes are for size and the kinds of fish
caught.
The event is sponsored by Pacific
Quest, DLNR Marine Wildlife Program;
County of Hawai‘i, S. Tokunaga, Suisan
Co., Ka‘ū Royal Hawaiian Coffee & Tea
and Ka‘ū Mahi.

Advertise with us, and spread the word throughout Ka‘ū
Call 928-9811 or email mahalo@aloha.net

Girls Basketball Brings Strong Games

Ka‘ū Boys Beat Kea‘au, St. Joe, Maui

Trojan Swimmers Head to Hilo, Kona
The Ka‘ü Calendar
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KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH
MAY 2013

Boys Volleyball

• Fri, May 3, BIIF Semi-finals
• Sat, May 4, BIIF Finals
• May 8-11, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

General Contractor
Certified Home Inspector
Residential and Commercial
Island and State Wide Service
Lic. No. BC-18812

New Home Construction
Remodeling, Re-roofing, Concrete Work
Serving the People of Ka`u
for over 25 years
Call Bob for a FREE estimate at
929-8112
Email: tbcci@hialoha.net

Realtor Associate, The Land Office, Inc.
In downtown Na`alehu.
For all your Real Estate needs in beautiful KA`U
Call (808) 929-7541 or 938-1993

Judo

• Sat, May 4, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Track & Field

• Fri-Sat, May 10 & 1, HHSAA Tournament
Athletic
Department Steak Fry, Pick@Ka`u
Mililani
High School

up will be on Mon, Feb 6, 4 – 6 p.m.,
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are
Free
Athletic
May
$6 and
can bePhysicals
purchasedinfrom
any
Free physicals will be given at the medical
booster club or winter sport team
mobile van located near the band room on the
member.
Contact
at 938-0214,
campus
of Kaʻū
High &Laurie
Pāhala Elementary
938-8247
or Ka`u
at
onNick
selectatdates
in May. Visit
the vanHigh
on May
6,928-2088.
8, 10, 13, 15, 17 which are the last days

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Wednesdays. 928-8177.
Front R

Boys Basketball
Tiani Castaneda-Naboa will represent Kaʻū High at the State
this school year to get a physical. “In order to
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm
Judo Tournament held on Oʻahu on May 4.
participate
in
middle
school
and
high
school
Ka`u High Athletic Booster Club meeting, Photo●Sat,
by Heather
FebCastaneda-Naboa
4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm
athletics, you will need a current physical,”
Mon,
Feb
13,
6
p.m.,
Ka`u
High
music
●Fri,
Feb 10,atBIIF
The ‘O Athletic
Ka‘ū Kākou
Half Court
for Cash Challenge
in December
Ka‘ū District Gym landed Janslae Badua
said KHPES
Director
Kalei Shots
Namoharoom.
Need
volunteers
to
help
in
Kaʻū
Summer
Fun
Keolacan
Balga
$250,
whichthe
they
gave to Ka‘ū Athletics.
The Feb
check11,
was
handed
by ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou represen●Sat,
BIIFRegistration
@over
Civic
la.andForms
be each
picked
up from
school
Summer
Fun
registration
for keiki who completed grades
fundraising
activities.
Need
materials
tative
Domondon.
office
orJune
athletic
director. “Take
advantage
of
●Fri - toSat,
Febbe17-18,
BIIF
Civic View,
kindergarten
six will
held May
6-9.@
In Ocean
and
to make
recycle
bins to be registration
this
freelumber
opportunity,”
advised
Namohala.
takes
place
from
1-4:30
p.m
at
Kahuku
Park.
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @
O`ahu
For more
about
nextWaiohinu
year’s SPORTS
placed
atinformation
theTROJAN
Pahala
and
Families can also register at their respective sites at Pāhala
WINTER
athletic
programs,
call 928-2088.
Center and at Nā’ālehu Community Center.
transfer
stations
part of a fundraiser. Community
Boys as
Basketball
Boys
Soccer
Wrestling
The
actual
Summer
Fun program will run from June 10Anyone who
can
helpDarryl
withShibuya
materials for July 19, Mondays
with
Coach
with
Lee
Mandaquit
through
Fridays,
from10am
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
●Sat, FebCoach
4, Ka`u
@ HPA
Tue, Jantime
2, Ka‘ū
Kea‘au
Sat, Jan 6, Konawaena @ Ka‘ū
building or• has extra
to@help
with Pāhala and•Nāʻālehu
and
from
8
a.m.
to
12
in Ocean
●Sat,
FebJan11,
Ka`u
@ Pahoa,p.m.
10am
• Sat, Jan the
6, Laupahoehoe
Ka‘ū
• Tue,
9, Pāhoa
@ Ka‘ū
monitoring
recycling@ program,
shouldView. Payment
of
$100
per
child
must
be
in
cash,
money
• Mon, Jan 8, Ka‘ū @ Honoka‘a
• Sat,
Jan18,
20, Ka‘ū
@@
Kohala
●Sat,
Feb
BIIF
Kamehameha
also• attend
the
meeting
or
call
Laurie
at
order
or
a
certified
check.
For
more
information,
call
Nona
Wed, Jan 10, Ka‘ū @ St. Joseph
• –Thu,
Jan March
25, Ka‘ū @
Pahoa
●Fri
Sat,
3
-4,
HHSAA
@
Blaisdell
Makuakane
at
928-3102.
• Mon, Jan.15,
Pāhoa at
@ Ka‘ū
938-0214
or Nick
938-8247.
Wrestling
on
O`ahu
• Wed, Jan 17, Ka‘ū @ Kohala
with Coach Greg Rush
• Sat, Jan 20, Kohala @ Ka‘ū
• Tournaments:
The •Pahala
Swimming
Pool
is
open
Tue, Jan 23, Ka‘ū @ Wai‘ākea

Badua & Balga Make Half Court Shots

•
•
•
•

Sat, Jan 27 HPA @ Ka‘ū
Mon, Jan 29, Ka‘ū @ Parker
Wed, Jan 31, Kealakehe @Ka‘ū
Sat, Feb. 3, Ka‘ū @ Kamehameha

Girls Basketball
•
•
•
•
•

with Coach Cy Lopez

Fri, Jan. 5, Konawaena @ Ka‘ū
Wed, Jan. 10, Honoka‘a @ Ka‘ū
Fri, Jan 12, Ka‘ū @ Lapahoehoe
Mon, Jan 15, Ka‘ū @ HPA
Fri, Jan 19, Ka‘ū @ Kealakehe

•
•
•
•
•

Sat, Jan 6 @ Kea‘au
Sat, Jan13 @ Konawaena
Sat. Jan. 20 @ Hilo
Sat, Jan 27 @ HPA
Sat, Feb. 3 Kealakehe

Swimming
•
•
•
•
•

With Coach Bruce Simmerman
Sat, Jan 6 @ Kamehameha
Sat, Jan 13 @ HPA
Sat, Jan 20 @ HPA
Sat Jan 25 @ Kamehameha
Sat Jan 26 @ Kamehameha

Buonos,
Pagnani
Carvalh

Nic

At
and fi
for sta
and 4
memb

Kaʻū Hi
boys vol
Front (l
Coach J
Ortega,
Enrique
Gascon,
Kuahiw
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Watson
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High Ye

A variance will allow half of the parking at the new gym to be on grassy areas. See story on page 7.

Offices in Pahala,
ROYAL&HAWAIIAN
Na`alehu
Ocean View
Pahala Plantation Cottages
Check out our Kamaaina Rates!

928-9811

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESSES!!
Tell them you saw their ad in
The Kaʻū Calendar!
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ORCHARDS, LP

Visit the student
run credit union
on the Ka`u High
School Campus.

Supporter of Ka`u
Sports and the Ka`u High
School Credit Union.
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Support the Ka`u High Sports and

THIS SPOT COULD
James.
While theBE
ranks YOURS!
would love young volunteers
to join, the departments are calling to any male or
femaleADVERTISE
over the age of 18 to sign
up. Volunteers
HERE
need to be a U.S. citizen and have a valid driver’s
license. At training sessions held the third
SUPPORT
Tuesday AND
of each month,
potential applicants can
meet other volunteers and learn more information
SPORTS &
about LOCAL
what is involved.
Those interested in becoming a volunteer, can
call the volunteer
fire department at 961- one of
EVENTS
the Kaʻū volunteer captains: Pāhala Ron Ebert,
928-0027;
Nāʻālehu
Wade Baji, 929-9923;
CALL
928-9811
Discovery Harbour Terry James, 895-8133; and
Ocean View Mack Goddard, 939-7602.
TO PLACE YOUR AD

Firefighters Needed, Cont. from pg. 7
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EVENTS
&
ACTIVITIES
More Licensed Childcare Providers Needed to Serve Ka‘ū Keiki
A critical shortage of childcare is the conclusion of
new research from University of Hawai‘i and Hawai‘i
Children’s Action Network. The study shows that Ka‘ū
and Puna are the least served regions in the state with only
one licensed childcare space for every 74 infant-toddlers

HAWAI‘I EARLY LEARNING
NEEDS ASSESSMENT:
‘

2017 Summary Report

and only one licensed childcare center space for every six
children ages three to five.
The findings, which describe available childcare as
high quality but in short supply, are no surprise to the staff
of Childrenʼs Action Network. The statewide assessment
of the learning environment for infants to age five find that
only one in four have available services.
The services surveyed include family-child interaction
learning programs like Tutu & Me, which serves Ka‘ū. It
includes family childcare homes, where a licensed family
hosts children outside of their own family members. It includes childcare centers and preschools. Statewide, it finds
that there is room for only one in every 37 children under
age three in a licensed infant-toddler center.
Cost is a deterrent for the opening of new childcare
centers. “Hawai‘i is the most unaffordable state for childcare and preschool. The average cost of childcare for a
three-to-four-year-old is $9,000 a year,” said Deborah Zysman, executive director for Hawai‘i Children’s Network,
speaking to Pacific Business News. Affordable childcare
for all children in a family, as defined by the federal government, is 7 percent of median family income. In Hawai‘i,
for only one child, the cost is 13 percent of median family
income.
“It’s concerning,” Zysman told Pacific Business News
reporter Anna Hrushka. “So many Hawai‘i families are in
this gap group, living paycheck to paycheck, working, and
childcare is very expensive. It’s a significant part of a family’s budget.”
The study calls for workforce development to increase

the number of childcare service jobs, as well as providing
more childcare subsidized by government and employers.
Zysman said that Hawai‘i “should not have to rely
on philanthropy” for childcare. She named Kamehameha
Schools, Harry and Jeannette Weinberg Foundation and
Mary Castle Foundation for “making philanthropic investments,” according to the PBN story.
See the summary report Hawai‘i Early Learning
Needs Assessment.

Swimming
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u @ HPA, 3pm
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF Trials
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF Finals
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License No. C-15571 * C-116
PUC 5133-C
CALL WALLY

Tee Ball and Coach Pitch Baseball
Draw
OV
and
Nā‘ālehu
Keiki
JV Baseball
Pagnaniban, Marai Uyetake, Sheilah Balila, Kyra Malepe, Reina Aldorasi, Denisha Navarro, Deisha Gascon, Shyann
Carvalho, Kristina Padrigo, Jennifer Tabios, Jami Beck, Marley Strand-Nicolaisen, Toni Beck.
Tee Ball and Coach Pitch Baseball registration are
Photo courtesy of the Kaʻū High Yearbook

Nicolaisen-Strand and Padrigo Qualify for States

●Sat,
Febfor
11,Ka`u
@ Honoka`a,
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both Nā‘ālehu
and Ocean View
teams. The●Mon,
Tee BallFeb
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Padrigo
and
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Tee Ball team in Nā‘ālehu and both Tee Ball
and Coach Pitch teams at Kahuku Park in Hawaiian Ocean
●Sat, Feb 25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm
View Estates.
Kaʻū High Varsity
Ball is open to keiki ages 5 and 6 (4 year olds may
boysTee
volleyballjoin
if
they
turn 5 years of age by May 1, 2018). Coach
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Head

SUPPORT TROJAN
ATHLETES BY
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KA`U SPORTS
CALENDAR!

Coach Joshua
Ortega, Cameron
Enriques, Brian
Gascon, Rodney
Kuahiwinui, Jr.,
Greg Javar; Back:
Grant Galimba,
Donald Garo Jr.,
Randall “Tiger”
Watson and DalTHE
ton Hannahs.
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MAILED TO
OVER 4,000
Keiki ages 5-6 for Tee Ball and ages 7-8 for Coach Pitch
BOXES!
POSTAL
Baseball are
signing up in Nā‘ālehu
and Ocean View into

Volunteer Coach Josh Crook takes a knee with his Tee Ball
team. Register keiki for the current season until January. See
story for details.
Photo by Kacey Loman

Pitch is open to keiki ages 7 and 8. The registration fee due
in January is $40.00 per child - all paperwork is required
before keiki can join practice.
JV Boys’ Basketball on your
Practice has begun at both locations. In Nā‘ālehu, pracvictory
against
tice is on Mondays and Wednesdays
from
3:30 p.m. toLaupahoehoe!
4:30
p.m. for Tee Ball and from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. for Coach Pitch.
In Ocean View, practice is on Tuesdays
Thursdays
from
Girls’ and
and
Boys’
Soccer on
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. for Tee Ball and from 4:30 p.m. to 6
winning Pahoa!
p.m. for Coach Pitch.
For more details, contact Crook at 808-345-0511 or
Akamu at 808-339-1165. Visit
Ka'u Youth Baseball
group
Wrestlers
Dylan
Rush - 1st
on Facebook for updates.

April. Seniors Shaylin Navarro, Casey Koi, Kaila Olsen

Bus: (808) 929-7106
Bus: (808) 929-7322

De Lima’s Plumbing, Inc.
Hilo, HI
935-8806
M-F, 2-4 p.m.

Congratulations

961-5600

Proudly Supportin
We now work on Hybrids!
Hawaii’s Youth!

Young Softball Teams
Wraps Season with Energy
for Colton
Next Year
Place,
Wong - 2nd Place
Photo by Elizabeth Crook
Kaʻū
High
School
girls
softball
season
wrapped
in
He said he is proud
of Travis
Navarro. “Shaylin
and
Leka for his first
Call 928-6471 Or

January.

P.O. Box 7
Na`alehu

really made me proud this year. I wish the
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Volunteer Fire Department Meeting, Mon,

Jan 1, 4 - 6 p.m., Ocean View Community
Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
New Year’s Day Brunch, Mon, Jan 1, 7 11 a.m., Kīlauea Military Camp’s Crater
Rim Café in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Menu features Roast Pork, Chicken
Picata, Omelet Station, Pancakes, Breakfast
Potatoes, Rice, Patties, Bacon, Fresh Fruit,
Ice Cream Sundae Bar, Brownies, and
Beverage. $16.95/adult, $9.50/child (aged
6 - 11). Open to authorized patrons and
sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.
967-8356, kilaueamilitarycamp.com
Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Meeting, Tues, Jan 2, 6 8 p.m., Pāhala Community Center.
Discovery Harbour Volunteer Fire Dept.
Meeting, Tues, Jan 2, 4 - 6 p.m., Discovery
Harbour Community Hall. 929-9576,
discoveryharbour.net
‘O Ka‘ū Kakou's Walk for Senior Housing in
Nā‘ālehu, Tues - Fri, Jan 2 - 5, Nā‘ālehu to
Honoka‘a. 'O Ka‘ū Kākou President Wayne
Kawachi walks 100 miles to raise $250,000
in an effort to purchase 1.9 acres in Nā‘ālehu
for future senior housing. Make a donation to
support his quest at okaukakou.org. Kawachi,
937-4773
Open Mic Night, Wed, Jan 3, 6 - 10 p.m.,
Kīlauea Military Camp’s Lava Lounge in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Singers,
Bands, Comedians, etc. Call 967-8365 after
4 p.m. to sign up. Open to authorized patrons
and sponsored guests 21 years and older. Park
entrance fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.
com
Hawai‘i County Council Meetings, Wed/Thurs,
Jan 3 (committees)/4 (Council) for Hilo &
Wed/Thurs, 23 (committees)/24 (Council)
for Kona. Ka‘ū residents can participate via
videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State Office
Building. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov
Stewardship of Kīpukapuaulu, Thurs,
Jan 4, 11, 18, and 25, 8:45 a.m., meet at
Kīpukapuaulu parking lot on Mauna Loa
Road off Hwy 11 in Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park. Volunteers help remove
invasive plants like morning glory from
an area home to an astonishing diversity of
native forest and understory plants. Free;
park entrance fees apply. Marilyn Nicholson,
nickem@hawaii.rr.com, nps.gov/HAVO
Ocean View Neighborhood Watch meeting,
Thurs, Jan 4, 6 - 7 p.m., Ocean View
Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Tropical Flower Arranging with Kaipo Ah
Chong, Fri, Jan 5, 1 - 3 p.m., Volcano Art
Center in Volcano Village. Hawaiian cultural
practitioner offers a popular tropical flower
arranging workshop. Flowers provided. Bring
clippers. Pre-registration required, $45 class
fee plus $20 supply fee. volcanoartcenter.org
Fearless Abstract Painting, Sat, Jan 6, 10
- 4 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano
Village. Pro-artist Samantha daSilva shares
her unique method of painting using rollers,
tables, lots of paint and water, canvas
manipulation and plaster, and sand and wood
shavings, to create textured abstracts. No
experience necessary. Class fee $85 VAC
members/$90 non-members, plus $15 supply
fee. Register online, volcanoartcenter.org, or
call 967-8222.
Stewardship at the Summit, Jan 6, 13, 19, and
26, 8:45 a.m., meet Paul and Jane Field at
Kīlauea Visitor Center in Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park. Volunteers help remove
invasive, non-native plant species that
prevent native plants from growing. Free;
park entrance fees apply. nps.gov/HAVO
Hi‘iaka & Pele, Sat, Jan 6, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.,
Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National

Park. Discover the Hawaiian goddesses and
the natural phenomena they represent on
this free, moderate, one-mile walk. nps.gov/
HAVO
Nature & Culture: An Unseverable
Relationship, Sun, Jan 7, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.,
Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Moderate guided hike along the Palm
Trail, approx. 2 miles. Learn about native
plants that play a vital role in Hawaiian
culture, and observe the catastrophic change
and restoration of the land as it transitions
from the 1868 lava flow to deeper soils with
more diversity and older flora. Free. nps.gov/
HAVO
Ham Radio Operators Potluck Picnic, Sun,
Jan 7, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., Manukā Park.
All American Radio Emergency Service
members, anyone interested in learning how
to operate a ham radio, and families are
invited to attend. Dennis Smith, 989-3028.
Painting with Peggy, Mon, Jan 8 & 15, noon
- 3 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano
Village. Acrylic Painting Classes with
Margaret “Peggy” Stanton. Ongoing series of
workshops for artists of all levels. $15 VAC
members/$20 non-members per session.
Register online, volcanoartcenter.org
C.E.R.T.
Discovery
Harbour/Nā’ālehu,
Tues, Jan 9, 4 - 6 p.m., Discovery Harbour

lava flow activity during the past year. Free,
park entrance fees apply. nps.gov/HAVO
‘Ohe Kāpala Demo: Hawaiian Bamboo
Stamping, Wed, Jan 10, 10 - noon, Kīlauea
Visitor Center lānai, Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park. Learn to create beautiful
designs using bamboo stamps (‘ohe kāpala).
Originally used to decorate clothing with
deep symbolic meaning. Free, park entrance
fees apply. nps.gov/HAVO
Papa ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i Part One - Beginning
Hawaiian Language Classes, Thurs, Jan 11,
5 - 6:30 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano
Village. Class meets every Thursday after for
8 weeks total. Focuses on simple vocabulary,
conversation, grammar, and sentence
structure. No experience necessary. $80 VAC
members/$90 non-members. Register online,
volcanoartcenter.org
Papa Ōlelo Hawai‘i Part Four - Beginning
Hawaiian Language Classes, Thurs, Jan 11,
6:30 - 8 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano
Village. Class meets every Thursday after
for 8 weeks total. Focuses on expanding
simple vocabulary, conversation, grammar,
and sentence structure. Some experience
preferred. $80 VAC members/$90 nonmembers. Register online, volcanoartcenter.
org
Birth of Kahuku, Sat, Jan 13, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.,

entrance fees apply.

Jazz in the Forest w/Binti Bailey, and Jean

Pierre Thoma and the Jazztones, Sat,
Jan 13, matinee 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. & evening
performance 7 - 9 p.m., Volcano Art Center.
“Almost Like Being in Love” is the theme,
with love songs from around the world.
Tickets are $18 VAC members/$20 nonmembers. volcanoartcenter.org
Pancake Breakfast, Sat, Jan 13, 8 - 11 a.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033,
ovcahi.org
Silk Painting with Wax Resist Workshop w/
Patti Pease Johnson, Sat, Jan 13, 9 - 12:30
p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village.
Class combines batik methods with the art of
Serti silk painting to create a representational
piece of art, i.e. wall hanging. $45 VAC
member/$50 non-members, plus $10 supply
fee per person. Beginner and intermediate arts
welcome. Register online, volcanoartcenter.
org
Zentangle: Zendala - Twirling Leaves, Sat, Jan
13, 10 - 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano
Village. Blends inspiration from nature with
traditional Zentangle patterns. Suitable for
beginning or returning tanglers. $30 VAC
members/$35 non-members, plus $10 supply
fee. Register online, volcanoartcenter.org
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Volunteer Net Loading,

Free Park Entry on Martin Luther King Day

Steam vents and other attractions within at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park will be viewable free of charge on Jan. 15 as all fee-charging
national parks observe Martin Luther King Jr. Day by waving entry fees. Photo by NPS/Janice Wei

Community Hall. Public is invited to come
see what Community Emergency Response
Team is about as well as participate in training
scenarios. Dina Shisler, dinashisler24@
yahoo.com, 410-935-8087.
Kīlauea Volcano’s East Rift Zone: 35 Years
and Still Erupting, Tues, Jan 9, 7 p.m.,
Kīlauea Visitor Center auditorium, Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. USGS Hawai‘i
Volcano Observatory geologist Carolyn
Parcheta briefly describes the early history
of the East Rift Zone eruption that began 35
years ago, and provides an in-depth look at

Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Explore the rich geologic history
of Kahuku on this easy-to-moderate hike
that traverses the vast 1868 lava flow, with
different volcano features and formations.
Learn about the Hawaiian hotspot and the
creation of Kahuku. nps.gov/HAVO
Exhibit: "Passage and Place" by Heather
Mettler, Sat, Jan 13 - Feb 11, Volcano Art
Center Gallery. Unique collection of glass
exploring the themes of migration, navigation
and immigration - how plants, animals and
people find their way to Hawai‘i. Free, park

Sun, Jan 14, 9 a.m., meet at Wai‘ōhinu
Transfer Station. Assist HWF crew in loading
nets collected from the coast. kahakai.
cleanups@gmail.com
‘Ōhi‘a Lehua, Sun, Jan 14, 9:30 - 11 a.m.,
Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Learn about the vital role of ‘ōhi‘a
lehua in native Hawaiian forests, and the
many forms of the ‘ōhi‘a tree and its flower
on this free, easy, one-mile walk. nps.gov/
HAVO
Free Entrance on Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day, Mon, Jan 15, Hawai‘i Volcanoes
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National Park.

Discovery Harbour Neighborhood Watch
Community Meeting, Mon, Jan 15, 5 - 6:30

p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Hall.
929-9576, discoveryharbour.net
Discovery Harbour Volunteer Fire Dept.
Meeting, Tues, Jan 16, 10 - noon, Discovery
Harbour Community Hall. 929-9576,
discoveryharbour.net
Kīlauea Summit Eruption: Story of the
Halemaʻumaʻu Lava Lake, Tues, Jan 16,
7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center auditorium,
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. USGS
Hawai‘i Volcano Observatory geologist Janet
Babb, co-producer and co-writer of USGS’s
recently released documentary, introduces
the 24-min film. After the show, USGS HVO
geologist Matt Patrick provides an update on
what’s happening at Halema‘uma‘u today
and answers questions about the summit
eruption. Free, park entrance fees apply. nps.
gov/HAVO
The Wonderful World of Wine & Watercolor,
Tues, Jan 16, 4 - 7 p.m., Volcano Art Center
in Volcano Village. Artist Nancy DeLucrezia
shows how to transfer a photo onto watercolor
paper and introduces basic techniques in
watercolor painting. Sampling of several
wines from wine store “Grapes” in Hilo. $30
VAC members/$30 non-members, plus $17
supply fee. Register online, volcanoartcenter.
org
Hawaiian Ranchos Road Maintenance Corp.
meeting, Wed, Jan 17, 4 p.m., Hawaiian
Ranchos office. 929-9608, ranchos-road.org
Weave a Tī Leaf Lei, Wed, Jan 17, 10 noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai, Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. Learn to weave
a tī leaf lei, and hear park rangers and
Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Association staff share
knowledge and love for one of the most
popular lei in Hawai‘i. Free, park entrance
fees apply. nps.gov/HAVO
Volcano Awareness Presentation, Wed, Jan 17,
6 - 8 p.m., Ocean View Community Center.
Come and go and view informative displays
about Mauna Loa Volcano. Talk story with
scientists, public safety officials and park
rangers. 939-7033, ovcahi.org, askHVO@
usgs.gov
Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu, Jan 18,
6:30 p.m., United Methodist Church in
Nā‘ālehu. Pres. Berkley Yoshida, 747-0197.
OVCA Board Meeting, Thurs, Jan 18, 12 - 1
p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 9397033, ovcahi.org
Story Time with Auntie Linda from Tūtū &
Me, Thu, Jan 18, 10:30 - noon, Nā‘ālehu
Public Library. 929-8571.
Thursday Night at the Center: ‘Alalā
Outreach Presentation, Jan 18, 7 - 9 p.m.,
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village.
‘Alalā Project staff present an update on
the most recent reintroduction efforts to
establish a wild population of the endemic
and endangered Hawaiian crow. Free, $5
donation appreciated. volcanoartcenter.org
Bunco & Potluck, Sat, Jan 20, 6 p.m.,
Discovery Harbour. Popular game played
with nine dice, also known as Bonko or
Bunko. Bring a dish to share. Margie Hack,
541-954-8297.
C.E.R.T., Sat, Jan 20, 10 - 1 p.m., Ocean View
Community Center. Community Emergency
Response Team monthly meeting/training.
939-7033, ovcahi.org
Documentary Poetry Workshop w/ Susan
Schultz, Sat, Jan 20, 9 - 1 p.m., Volcano Art
Center. Author Susan M. Schultz teaches
poets and non-poets alike the techniques of
documentary poetry, a form of poetry that
seeks to document historical events as well as

Fearless Abstract Workshop Offered in Volcano
Samantha daSilva, born in brazil but
living and working on Hawai‘i Island,
shares her unique method of painting using
rollers rather than brushes, tables instead
of easels, lots of paint and water, canvas
manipulation and plaster, sand and wood
shavings to create "ethereal" textured
abstracts.
The workshop covers a basic overview
of acrylic paints and mediums, the "emoexpresses political, social, or cultural issues.
$35 VAC members/$40 non-members.
Register online, volcanoartcenter.org
Mongolian BBQ, Sat, Jan 20, 5 - 8 p.m.,
Kīlauea Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café,
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. KMC
is open to all authorized KMC patrons and
sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.
967-8356, kilaueamilitarycamp.com
Stained Glass Basics I, Sat & Sun, Jan 20,
21, 27 & 28, 9 - noon, Volcano Art Center
in Volcano Village. Glass Artist Lois Pollock
shares expertise and knowledge and teaches
basic skills in working with stained glass. $90
VAC members/$100 non-members, plus $15
supply fee. Register online, volcanoartcenter.
org
The Art Express, Sat, Jan 20, 10 - 3 p.m.,
Discovery Harbour Community Hall. Classes
held once monthly. Learn something new
or work on a forgotten project. Instructions
will be on oil, acrylic, watercolor, and other
mediums. Class size limited to 25. Meliha
Corcoran 319-8989, himeliha@yahoo.com,
discoveryharbour.net/art-express
People & Land of Kahuku, Sun, Jan 21,
9:30 - 12:30 p.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. This free, guided,
2.5-mile, moderately difficult hike over
rugged terrain focuses on the area’s human
history. nps.gov/HAVO
HOVE Road Maintenance Monthly Meeting,
Tues, Jan 22, 10 a.m., RMC Office in Ocean
View. hoveroad.com, 929-9910.
Volcanic Ash from Kīlauea Volcano’s
Summit Lava Lake: From the Mundane
to the Unexpected, Tues, Jan 23, 7 p.m.,
Kīlauea Visitor Center auditorium, Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. An illustrated
lecture in which USGS Hawai‘i Volcano
Observatory geologist Don Swanson

tional language" of color and more. The
class Fearless Abstract Painting requires
no artistic experience and takes place at
Volcano Art Center's Ni‘aulani Campus in
Volcano Village on Saturday, Jan. 6, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The class fee is $90/$85
for VAC members plus a $15 supply fee.
Additional materials are required. Register
online at volcanoartcenter.org or call 9678222. See samathadasilva.com.
demonstrates how systematic, long-term
collections of ash erupted from the lava lake
at Kīlauea’s summit can lead to surprising but
fundamental discoveries. Free, park entrance
fees apply. nps.gov/HAVO
Musician & Textile Artists Dual Performance,
Fri, Jan 26, 6 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center
auditorium, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. 2018 Artists in Residence Musician
Will Oldham (performs as Bonnie “Prince”
Billy) will sing and play music, and his wife,

fiber/textile artist Elsa Hansen Oldham,
stitches on stage as her handiwork is
projected on a movie screen. Oldham is an
acclaimed singer/songwriter whose music
has been described as an alternative blend
of country folk and punk. Hansen-Oldham’s
quilting and cross-stitch work puts a folksy
pop-art spin on history and modern culture.
Free, park entrance fees apply.
Coffee Talk, Friday, Jan 26, 9:30 - 11 a.m.,
Kahuku Park, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Join park rangers in an informal
conversation on a variety of topics. Ka‘ū
coffee, tea, and pastries available for
purchase. Free.
Count Humpback Whales for the “Sanctuary
Ocean Count” at Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park, Sat, Jan 27, Ka‘ena Point, end
of Chain of Craters Road. Participants tally
humpback whale sightings and document
the animals’ surface behavior during the
survey, which provides valuable data to
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. Bring sun protection, water,
snacks, and a cushion to sit on. Register at
sanctuaryoceancount.org. Free, park entrance
fees apply. nps.gov/HAVO
10th Annual Keiki Fishing Tournament, Sat,
Jan 27, 9 - 2 p.m., Punalu‘u Beach Park
Pavilions. ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou event open to
keiki 1- 14 years old. Pick-up & drop-off
registration forms at: Nā‘ālehu Elementary
School, Nā‘ālehu Ace Hardware, Pāhala
Elementary School, Mizuno Superette in
Pāhala, Pāhala Gas Station, Wiki Wiki
Mart in Nā‘ālehu, Ka‘ū Learning Academy,
Kahuku Country Market in Ocean View and
Ocean View Auto Parts. Pre-registration ends
5 p.m., Jan. 24. Register at event 8 - 10 a.m.
Fishing until noon, then lunch and prizes.
Every participant gets a prize. Grand and
mini-grand prize drawings including personal
tablets. Guy Enriques, 217-2253 or Wayne
Kawachi, 937-4773, okaukakou.org
Kula Kai View Estates Annual Meeting, Sat,
Jan 27, 10 - noon, Ocean View Community
Association. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Kīlauea Star Party, Mon, Jan 29, 7 p.m.,
Kīlauea Overlook (Crater Rim Drive,
before Jaggar Museum). Join Astronomer
Dean Regas, co-host of PBS Star Gazers,
as he hosts Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park’s first-ever Star Party at Kīlauea
Overlook. Explore nearby planets and deepspace celestial wonders above the glow of
Halema‘uma‘u Crater. Dark Skies Rangers
will answer questions. Powerful telescopes
will be available. Free, but subject to weather
conditions; park entrance fees apply. nps.gov/
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Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tue, Jan 30, 11:30 - 1 p.m.,

St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean View.

Learning Together Workshop Sponsored by
Nā‘ālehu School, Tues, Jan 30, 5 - 7 p.m.,

Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033,
ovcahi.org
Volcano Geology Along Saddle Road, Tues,
Jan. 30, 7 p.m.. Join Rick Hazlett, affiliate
geologist with the USGS Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory and University of Hawaiʻi
at Hilo, as he describes this “outdoor
classroom” in which visitors can learn more
about how our aloha ‘āina (precious land)
came to be. Free, park entrance fees apply.
nps.gov/HAVO
Witness the Lunar Eclipse, Tues, Jan 30, 8:30
p.m., Astronomer Dean Regas, co-host of
PBS Star Gazers, guides attendees through
the total lunar eclipse expected Jan 30 atop
Kīlauea Volcano. The park will provide an
excellent vantage point to view the spectacle
– weather permitting. Free, park entrance
fees apply. nps.gov/HAVO

Park. Jaquie Woodmansee, 929-7092

Yoga, Tue/Thurs, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Discovery

Harbour Community Hall. Open to the public,
for all ages. Beginner and intermediate.
Suzanne, 930-4678
Youth Volleyball, Tue/Thu, 3 - 6:30 p.m.,
Nā‘ālehu Community Center. For ages 8 - 12.
939-2510
Zumba, Tue, 6 - 7 p.m. Pāhala Community
Center. Erin Cole teaches adults. 928-3102
Hula, Wed, 5:30 - 8 p.m., Pāhala Community

Volcano Art Center, Volcano Village. Onehour nature walk through old-growth
Hawaiian rainforest. Easy, 1/7-mile loop
trail. Free (calabash donations welcome).
967-8222 or volcanoartcenter.org
Ocean View Nutrition Site and Senior
Club hosts activities at St. Jude’s Church on
Mon/Wed/Fri from 8:30 a.m. and provides
lunches 11 - 12:30 p.m. for seniors and older.
Donations requested.
Pāhala Boys & Girls Club, Mon - Fri, 2 - 6
p.m., Pāhala Community Center. Dolly

EXERCISE & MEDITATION

Buddhist Mindful Meditation, Sun, 10 - 11:30

a.m., Volcano Art Center, Volcano Village.
Donations accepted. mgrace.orr@gmail.com
Aikido, Mon/Wed, 6 p.m., Pāhala Hongwanji.
Alan Moores, 928-0919 or artbyalan2011@
gmail.com
Gentle Senior Yoga, Mon/Wed, 2:30 - 4 p.m.,
Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji. Senior price $10 for 10
sessions. Stephanie Pepper, 937-7940
Open Court Basketball, Kickball &
Dodgeball, Mon/Tue/Wed/Fri, 1 - 4 p.m.,
Kahuku Park. Balls provided. For all ages.
929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Pāhala Pool Schedule: Water Exercise Mon/
Wed/Fri, 9 - 10 a.m.; Adult Lap Swim Daily,
10 - noon.; Public Recreational Swim, Daily,
1 - 4 p.m. 928-8177 or hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-aquatics
Pilates, Mon, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., Volcano Art
Center, Volcano Village. Marcia Timboy,
967-8222
Pilates Plus, Mon/Fri, 4 - 5 p.m., Discovery
Harbour Community Center. Open to all
ages. Exercise by DVD; bring exercise ball &
band, light weights, mat. Free w/donation of
non-perishable food. Judy Knapp, 640-4712
Qigong, Mon, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Nā‘ālehu
Hongwanji, $5; Wed, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.,
Discovery Harbour, donation; Thu, 9:30 11a.m., Mark Twain, $7. Beginners welcome.
Shary, 929-7647
Thai Chi Chuan Yang Long Form 108,
Mon/Fri, 9 - 11 a.m., Discovery Harbour
Community Hall. $5 donation. David,
785-6644
Yoga, Mon/Wed, 7:30 - 8:45 a.m., & Thu, 5:30
- 7 p.m., Volcano Art Center, Volcano Village.
Beginning and Intermediate. Emily Catey
Weiss, emilycatey@hotmail.com
Youth Basketball, Mon/Wed, 3 - 6:30 p.m.,
Nā‘ālehu Community Center. For ages
10 - 14. 939-2510. hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation
Zumba, Mon/Thu, 6 - 7 p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Community Center. Certified Zumba
instructor Erin Cole, 938-4037
Zumba Fitness, Mon/Thu, 5:30 p.m.; Sat,
9 a.m., New Hope Christian Fellowship,
Volcano. Certified instructor Linda Fanene,
990-3835
Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, Tue/Thu,
8:30 - 10 a.m. Noa’s Island Massage in rear
entrance of Ka‘ū Realty across from Hana
Hou. Arrive 10 minutes early. $10 a class or
$80 for 10 classes. 756-3183
Belly Dance Classes, Tue; beginners, 5:30 p.m.;
intermediate, 6:30 p.m. Farasha, 990-3835
Karate at Pāhala Dojo, Tue/Fri, beginners,
5:30 p.m., advanced, 6:30 p.m., Pāhala
Community Center. Keiki conditioning, 5
p.m. Cliff Field, 333-1567
Pickleball, Tue/Thu/Sun, 6:15 - noon, Kahuku

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Seeks Help Loading Nets

Hawai'i Wildlife Fund hosts a volunteer day on Sunday, Jan. 14, at Wai'ōhinu Transfer
Station, 9 a.m., in an effort to load away previously collected nets from beach clean-ups.
Improperly discarded fishing nets can entangle and harm sea turtles and other marine life.
To participate, contact kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com. Bring gloves and drinking water.
Photo from Hawai'i Wildlife Fund taken by Angie Metriyakool of Luu Kai Photography
Center. Debbie Ryder, 649-9334
Kripalu Yoga, Wed, 5:30 - 7 p.m., Volcano
Art Center, Volcano Village. $10. Jo Caron,
443-6993
Meditation, Wed, 4 - 5 p.m. Nā‘ālehu
Hongwanji. Velvet Replogle, 936-8989
Senior Yoga Satsang, Wed, 9:30 - 11 a.m.,
Cooper Center, Volcano. Calabash donations.
Debra Serrao, 333-0313
Hula, Fri, 6:30 - 9 p.m., Discovery Harbour
Community Hall. Classes by Kumu Hannah
Uribes. Open to public. Barbara McDonough,
315-8675
Yogilates, Fri, 7:30 - 8:30 a.m., Volcano Art
Center, Volcano Village. $5-10. Marcia
Timboy, 967-8222
Aikido, Sat, 10 - 11 a.m., Ocean View
Community Center. Free. Note: Jan 13
class time postponed, now noon to 1 p.m.
to accommodate Pancake Breakfast event.
ovcahi.org,
ovcahawaii@gmail.com,
939-7033
DAILY & WEEKLY EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES

Volcano Farmers Market, Sun, 6 - 10 a.m.,

Cooper Center. Fruits and veggies, swap
meet, and more. EBT welcome.
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings: Happy,
Joyous and Free Group, Mon/Thu, 7 p.m. and
Sat, 5 p.m., St. Jude’s in Ocean View; One
Day at a Time Group, Sat, 6:30 p.m., Cooper
Center; Friday Night BBQ Meeting, Fri, 5
p.m. Wai‘ōhinu 929 -7674; West Hawai‘i
Intergroup 329-1212, or the Hilo office
961-6133
Lending Library, Mon - Fri, 8:30 - 12 p.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033
Nā‘ālehu Senior Nutrition Center (Hawai‘i
County Nutrition Program), Lunch served
Mon - Fri, 10:45 a.m., for residents 60 and
older of greater Nā‘ālehu area. 939-2505
Ni‘aulani Nature Walks, Mon, 9:30 a.m.,

Kailiawa, 756-5285

Pāhala Senior Center: Lunch served Mon Fri, 10:30 a.m., for residents 60 and older.

Julie, 928-3101

Punalu‘u Bake Shop Music Lineup: Richard
Zazzi, Mon, 9 - 1 p.m.; Gary Cole, aka Foggy,

Wed/Sat, 11 - 1 p.m.; Uncle Sonny, Wed/Sat,
1 - 5 p.m.; Tui Masaniai, Fri, 10 - 2 p.m.
Stained Glass Open Studio, Mon, 6 - 9 p.m.,
Volcano Art Center, Volcano Village. $10/
session or $40/4 sessions - includes a grinder
bit. All other materials/supplies not included.
Pre-registration required. 967-8222
Tūtū & Me Traveling Preschool, Mon/Wed,
8:45 - 10:45 a.m., Nā‘ālehu Community
Center & Tue/Thu, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m., Pāhala
Community Center. Tuition-free for keiki 0 5 & their caregivers. 929-8571
A Walk into the Past, Tue, 10 a.m., 12 p.m. &
2 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center and Whitney
Vault in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
Ka‘ū resident Dick Hershberger brings
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory founder
Thomas Jaggar to life.
Basic Computer & Internet Classes, Tue, 5:30
& 6 p.m., Pāhala Public & School Library.
Debbie, 928-2015
Family History/Genealogy Workshops, Tue, 4
- 6 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Mormon Church. Theresa
Ducret presents free, online workshops.
Appointments at 238-6221
Family Movie Matinee, Tue, 3 p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Public Library. Free movies & popcorn.
939-2442
Ka‘ū Driver License Office, Tue/Wed by
appointment. 854-7214
Kanikapila Jam Sessions, Tue, 5:30 - 7 p.m.,
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village.
967-8222
Community Bookstore, Wed, 10 - 3 p.m. at
Kauaha‘ao Church, Wai‘ōhinu. 938-0411
Game Night, Wed, 6:30 - 9 p.m., Discovery
Harbour Community Hall. Games &

conversation. Open to the public. Potluck
first Wed each month at 5:30 p.m.; bring dish
for six. Sheri, 929-9258
Ka‘ū Farmers Market, Wed, 8 - noon, Shaka’s
Restaurant in Nā‘ālehu. Produce, Hawaiiana,
arts and crafts, fresh baked goods.
LEGO Club, Wed, 2 - 4 p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Library. Recommended for ages 4 and up.
939-2442
Nā‘ālehu Market, Wed/Sat, 6:30 - 2 p.m.,
Ace Hardware. Produce and locally made
products.
Crafts & Coloring, Thu, 3 - 6 p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Library. For all ages. 939-2442
Craft Day, Thu, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m., Pāhala
Public & School Library. Recommended for
ages 3 and up. 928-2015
Desperately Seeking Serenity AFG meeting,
Thu, 5 p.m., St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in
Ocean View. Sandy, 557-9847
Ka Lae Quilters, Thu, 10 - 4 p.m., Discovery
Harbour Community Hall. Open to public,
beginners to experienced, bring equipment.
Barbara Beatty, 929-9072, or Diane Farrar,
939-8720
Paneurhythmy, Thu, 9 a.m., Kahuku Park.
Free walking circle dance. Improves health,
balance & spiritual development. Lisa Shock,
990-7729
Thursday Evening Pottery Drop-in, Thu, 6 9 p.m., Volcano Art Center, Volcano Village.
$35/$30 VAC. Class sized limited, preregistration required. Erik Wold, 967-8222
VA Center for Veterans, Thu, 8:30 - 12
p.m., Ocean View Community Center.
No appointment needed to visit with VA
counselor & benefit specialist. David, 3290574, ovcahi.org
Aloha Fridays, 11 - 1 p.m., Volcano Art
Center Gallery porch at Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park. Variable hula art offerings.
All welcome. Free; donations welcome; park
entrance fees apply.
Family Movie Matinee, Fri, 2 - 4:30 p.m.,
Pāhala Public & School Library. Free movies
& popcorn. 928-2015
Ka‘ū ‘Ohana Band Rehearsals, Fri, 4 p.m., St.
Jude’s Church in Ocean View. Instruments
provided; no experience necessary. Ka‘ū
School of the Arts, 854-1540 or info@
kauarts.org
Kīlauea Lū‘au Buffet, Fri, 5 - 8 p.m. Kīlauea
Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café, Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. Adults $16.25
and Child (6-11) $8.25. Free Hula Show on
Jan. 5, 12 & 19, 7 - 8 p.m. KMC is open to
all authorized KMC patrons and sponsored
guests. Park entrance fees apply. 967-8356,
kilaueamilitarycamp.com
Live Entertainment at Hana Hou Restaurant,
Fri, 5:30 p.m. in Nā‘ālehu. 929-9717
Live Music Fridays at South Side Shaka’s,
Nā‘ālehu. 929-7404
Thai Chi with Dr. Myrtle Miyamura, Fri, 10 noon, Ka’ū District Gym in Pāhala.
Women, Infant, Children Services, Fri
(except holidays) at various locations. 9653030 or 934-3209
Free Public Shower, Sat, 9 - 2 p.m., St. Jude's
Episcopal Church, 92-8606 Paradise Circle,
Ocean View. St. Jude's provides a public
health shower with hot water, soap, shampoo
and clean towels along with a free hot meal.
Free wifi and free charging for cell phones
and computers. 939-7000
Ocean View Farmers Market, Sat, 7 - noon,
Pōhue Plaza.
Wild Caves Exploration Institute, Sat, 10
- 2 p.m., Kīlauea Iki Overlook, Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. An in-depth,
moderate-to-challenging guided exploration
through a tropical rain forest and fragile
lava tube. Hosted by Friends of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. No children under
12 years of age. $60/person. institute@fhvp.
org, 985-7373
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Stars over Ka‘ū - January 2018
by Lew Cook

PLANETS
Jupiter rises at 2:15 a.m., shortly before Mars rises at 2:30, then Saturn - just
as dawn’s early light brightens the sky - followed by Mercury. Mercury is easy to find
on the morning of the 12th, when it and Saturn will be less than a degree apart in the
dawn sky. Look to the southeast just before
the sky brightens so much that it washes out
the stars and planets. The closest star, our
sun, will follow, ending this look at the night
sky.
CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP
SKY OBJECTS
Orion, the hunter, stands mightily on
the meridian at our chart time this month.
He was placed in the sky (according to mythology) after dying from a powerful scorpion sting. The scorpion is also in the sky, but
you can never see both of them at the same
time. The Orion nebula, a star factory (or
nursery), looks fantastic in everything from

linked to the Planetarium, where they show
live shots of individual objects. Call the
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on
the schedule and ticket availability, prices,
and membership costs. Please mention to
the nice folks at the ticket sales desk where
you got the inspiration to come, and that you
are entitled to the 10% kama’aina discount
for membership.
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date
Sunrise
Sunset
Jan. 5
6:57 AM 5:57 PM
Jan. 12
6:58 AM 6:02 PM
Jan. 19
6:58 AM 6:07 PM
Jan. 26
6:58 AM 6:11 PM
Note the time of sunrise doesn’t change
much in January, as the earth’s orbit isn’t a
perfect circle. We are closer to the sun in
the winter, and the changing velocity of the
earth in its orbit makes the day start at the
same time despite the change in seasons,
which began on Dec. 21.

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, hold
it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, west at
the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and show it
to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. Check the
colors of the stars with the color version at www.kaucalendar.com
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown in
the margins. Constellations near the meridian have their names shown. Stars as faint as magnitude 6 are
shown. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka’u is blessed with when there is no bright
moon and the skies are clear of vog!
The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us
permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry!
www.lewcook.com

Pāhala Waste Treatment,
cont. from pg. 7

binoculars to the Hubble Space Telescope.
See the color charts and images of the
stars at:
http://www.kaucalendar.com/
The colors of the dots represent stars’
temperatures. The sizes of the dots are keyed
to their brightnesses. The star charts will be
good throughout the season, approximately
two hours earlier each month; however, they
will not be accurate for the planets.
Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo (closed
Mondays):
Restaurant schedule:
Breakfast & Lunch Hours Tuesday –
Sunday: 7 AM - 4 PM
Dinner Hours Thursday – Sunday: 5
PM - 8:30 PM
Check for the schedule on the web
(www.imiloahawaii.org).
Members are admitted free to the daily
shows.
Once a month, there is a nightly show
when smaller telescopes on Mauna Kea are
The Ka‘ü Calendar

Moon Phases
Date.....................Moon Rise
Full Moon
Jan. 1..................6:00 PM
Last Quarter
Jan. 8..................12:02 AM
New Moon
Jan. 16................6:50 AM
First Quarter
Jan. 24................11:40 PM
Full Moon
Jan. 31................6:50 PM

Moon Set
6:27 AM*
12:14 PM
6:33 PM
12:52 PM*
7:59 AM
on Feb. 1.

*The next morning
**Previous evening
Caption for Hubble star nursery:
Hubble picture of protostars forming in
the Orion Nebula
The blobs shown here are about to ignite due to the gravity-caused pressure and
temperature. Thanks to NASA for this beautiful image.

work to neighbors, friends,
and family.
Gay Polido said that
people care about each
other here. She also said
she appreciates the open
attitude of the consultants
in getting to know the
community.
Residents like Leonard Villa talked about the
quiet nature of Pāhala,
friendliness, and the close- Ed Olson's house across the street from the proposed Pāhala
knit families.
Wastewater Treatment Plant site.
Photo by Julia Neal
Ka‘ū Coffee farmer
Milton DaCalio said, “Everything is slower ment, including his construction of Ka‘ū
here.” A woman named Trinidad said, “It’s Coffee Mill, with employment and leasing
my home.” Dexter Lee said, “The lifestyle, land to more than 30 farmers with irrigation.
no hustle and bustle, slow and easy.”
He also brought up his current work on a hyEd Olson said, “Real nice community,” droelectric plant up Wood Valley Road. He
and mentioned recent economic developPāhala Waste Treatment, pg. 24

Old Pāhala Clubhouse across the street from the proposed Pāhala Wastewater Treatment
Plant.
Photo by Julia Neal
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
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Sakada Day, cont. from pg. 1
driver, and later a cane drier. Now retired,
he “can be seen driving around Pāhala, frequenting cock fights, hunting, and growing
vegetables, which he generously shares with
his neighbors,” notes the event program.
Tayamen, now 95 years of age, came
from Laoag, Illocos Norte, Philippines. He
worked at Halakalu Plantation north of Hilo
and moved to O‘ahu to become a stevedore.
In Ka‘ū, he was a seedcutter at Hutchinson and Ka‘ū Sugar until he retired. He Amy Peralta and Gloria Camba present a
formal Filipino Dance with fans and scarves,
has four sons, four
called Carinosa.
Photos by Julia Neal
daughters, 24 grandchildren, and 30
tion labor force. By 1946, 100,000 Sakadas
great-grandchildren.
had reached Hawai‘i’s shores.
During Sakada
U.S. Sen. Brian Schatz pointed to the
Day, an outpour“vibrant Filipino community.” A Mabuhay
ing
of
emotion
message from U.S. Sen. Mazie Hirono said
came through a
Filipino Americans “are pillars in communisong, “Odradek ti
ties across our state.” She quoted Sir Isaac
pakasaritaan.
DaNewton, who said, “If I have seen further, it
giti Pilipino iti Hai‘i,
is by standing upon the shoulders of giants.”
Tapno maamuan tay
Hirono called Newton’s quote “an accurate
it gapwanan. Daguiti Miss Ka‘ū Coffee
description of the Sakadas and their impact
Peaberry Jasmine
ammatay a namauan- Navarro presents a
on generations of Filipinos in Hawai‘i. We
gayan.” The Pāhala Noel hula.
owe much gratitude to all Sakadas.”
Filipino Club sang in
In her message, Rep. Tulsi Gabbard
the Ilocano dialect,
pointed out that earlier this year, the United
“Let me present the
States Congress “finally presented our Filistory of the Filipinos
pino Veterans of World War II the congresin Hawai‘i, so we
sional Gold Medal – our nation’s highest cishall know the sacrifices and accomplishments of our fathers
who came to Hawai‘i
before us.”
The Sakada song
urges all Filipinos to Twirling a candle in
understand their his- a glass in traditional
Filipino folk dress.
tory and asks, “Do The dance is called
you recognize and ap- Pandango Sa Ilaw.
preciate your roots? If
your life is better and more prosperous now,
you have to realize that you owe this to the
Sakadas!”
County Council member Maile Medeiros David, herself of Filipino, Hawaiian, Filipino fashion styles throughout history
and Portuguese heritage, presented certifi- were on full display.
cates and co-sponsored the event.
vilian honor.”
Praise came from public officials. The
Mayor Harry Kim urged “all citizens to
Counsel General of the Republic of the Phil- learn more about the vibrant culture of the
ippines wrote, “Filipinos now comprise the Philippines and our Filipino neighbors and
largest ethnic group in the State, many of friends, and its unique place in our Hawai‘i
whom hold esteemed positions in govern- Island Community.”
ment, businesses, academic
institutions... We would not
be where we are today if it
weren’t for the Sakadas who
traveled thousands of miles
COFFEE COMPANY
and bravely crossed the waters to start a new life and put
Ka‘ū Coffee & Gifts
their own mark in Hawai‘i’s
www.aikaneplantation.com
society.”

AIKANE

PLANTATION

Gov. David Ige noted that
during the 1930’s, Filipinos
were 70 percent of the planta-
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808-927-2252

Tinikling, the bamboo dance, requires careful hopping.

Council member Dru Kanuha noted the
“backbreaking work under very strenuous
conditions for meager pay” endured by the
Sakadas.
Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Peaberry danced
a Noel hula with the Ali‘i Hawaiian Hula
Hands Dance Troupe. Camba’s Filipino
Dance Troupe performed with candles and
presented the bamboo stick dance as well as
a classical routine. Kūpuna O Pāhala danced
hula. The Visayan Club of Hilo Dance Troupe
performed. The Pāhala Karate Dojo presented a demonstration. The Hands of Time Band
and Chase Cabudol Band backed up the entertainment. Dances included Tinikling with
bamboo, Carinosa with fans and scarves, and
Pandango Sa Ilaw with candles.
Major sponsors included Ka‘ū Andrade
Contracting, and County Council members
Dru Kanuha and Maile David.

Photo by Julia Neal

Mrs. Hawai‘i Filipina Marites Domingo
Kano and Miss Hawai‘i Filipina Kyla Raza
with Sakada Prudencio Tayamen.
Photo by Al Sebastian

Guide to Ka‘ū Churches

VOLCANO
• New Hope Christian Fellowship ................................................... 967-7129
• Volcano Assembly of God...............................................................967-8191
PÄHALA
• Baha‘i Faith.......................................................................................928-0919
• Holy Rosary......................................................................................928-8208
• Pähala Bible Baptist Mission.....................................................928-8240
• Pähala Hongwanji........................................................................... 928-8254
• River of Life Assembly of God................................................... 928-0608
• Wood Valley Tibetan Buddhist Temple & Retreat.................928-8539
NÄ‘ÄLEHU
• Assembly of God............................................................................. 929-7278
• Iglesia Ni Cristo.................................................................................929-9173
• Jehovah’s Witnesses......................................................................929-7602
• Kauaha‘ao Church...........................................................................929-9997
• Latter Day Saints........................................................................... 929-7123
• Light House Baptist.....................................................................939-8536
• Nä‘älehu Hongwanji Buddhist Temple -

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

95-5693 Mamalahoa Hwy., Nä‘älehu, Hi 96772
• Sacred Heart....................................................................................929-7474

• United Methodist........................................................................... 929-9949

• Christian Church Thy Word Ministry .........................................936-9114
Nä‘ähelu Hongwanji, Sundays 10 a.m.
OCEAN VIEW
• Kahuku UCC......................................................................................929-8630
• Ocean View Baptist Church.........................................................430-8268
Worship Service: Sunday, 1 p.m. Ocean View Community Center. All
are welcome!
• OV Evangelical Community Church............................................939-9089
• St. Judes Episcopal......................................................................939-7000
• Divine Faith Ministries 929-8570 (non-denominational) meets
Ocean View Community Center 10 am Sundays, Children, Youth, Bible
Study. Call for more information .
• Church of Christ......................................................................... 928-0027
Back to the Bible! 9 am, Bible class studying Romans. Worship 10A.M.
Expository lessons from N.T. Books

The Ka‘ü Calendar
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Pāhala Filipino Community Association with President Hilaria Panglao toured the town.

Eddie Andrade, Mary Jane Balio and Judy Andrade and families have produced the Pāhala Christmas Parade for 39
years. They hosted this year’s successful parade through the village with candy for kids, and a stop at Ka‘ū Hospital.

Pāhala Christmas
Parade Turns 39
The late ‘Spida’ Silva was known for his long career in the sugar
industry and later, his landscaping business.

Phoebe Gomes sang with her family on a float dedicated to her late
husband and retired community police officer Bobby Gomes. The
Gomes are regular participants in the Pāhala Christmas Parade.

For 39 years, the Eddie Andrade family has produced the Pāhala Christmas Parade. This year brought out more members
of the family to serve as Mr. and Mrs. Santa
and other Christmas characters. The tradition lived on with Eddie Andrade as Grand
Marshal and Judy Andrade and co-producer Mary Jane Balio at his side. The parade stopped at Ka‘ū Hospital to visit with
long-term patients, wove through the town,
touted Pāhala's famous Ka‘ū Coffee with
beauty queens, farmers and a tractor in line.
Churches, community groups and those honoring loved ones who recently passed away
took part in the celebration that led to Holy The Andrade family daughter Kelly Thome served as Mrs. Santa Claus,
as she and her husband Paul Thome carried on the Christmas Parade
Rosary Catholic Church on Pikake Street.
tradition.

The late Bull Kailiawa was honored at the Pāhala Christmas Parade for selflessness and his famous Ka‘ū Coffee
grown at Moa‘ula.

SERVICES, LLC

Now Hiring
Kea'au & Pahala
Seasonal | Part-Time | Full-Time
Hand Harvesters - Pahala

Field Equipment Operators * Irrigation Workers * Orchard Workers
Plant Workers * Truck Driver * Tractor Operator * Utility workers
Welder & More!
We are looking for hard-working, dedicated individuals to join our team! Our
employees work as a team to grow, maintain, and harvest thousands of acres of
macadamia nut trees. Please visit our HR office:

Kumu Debbie Ryder, Gene Beck and Demetrius Oliveira brought the live music. Keiki hula dancers represented
Hālau Hula O Leionalani in the Pāhala Christmas Parade.
Photos by Julia Neal
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
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96-3258 Maile Street, Pahala, HI 96777
8:00AM - 3:00PM
PH#: 808-928-8341 or Fax#: 808-928-8098
Email: hr@rhomac.com
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Is Audit of Ka‘ū Learning Academy to Improve or Punish School?
Use of a recent audit of Ka‘ū Learning Academy to threaten revocation of the
school’s charter and to withhold its funding
has drawn concern from Carbonaro CPAs
Management Group. The accounting firm
conducted an independent audit of the Charter School in Discovery Harbour.
In a December letter to the Hawai‘i
Board of Accountancy and Hawai‘i Society of Certified Public
Accountancy, John Carbonaro writes that his
company’s “CPA audit
findings are being used as
sufficient legal evidence
with no apparent follow-up or due diligence
by the State to levy punitive damages” on
Ka‘ū Learning Academy.
Carbonaro is referring to the state Public
Charter School Commission’s recent notice
that it is considering revoking KLA’s charter,
citing the Carbonaro audit findings.
The management group questioned

when such audits, designed in part to help
improve business practices, should be used
to levy “government consequences rather than client improvement
as the perceived
outcome?” Carbonaro sates that “In the audit
report, management (at Ka‘ū Learning Academy) provided credible
corrective actions.” He
writes that, ”In our experience over thousands
of audits and 30 years,
Federal, State and County governmental agencies viewed the corrective action plans favorably and appreciated a
thorough audit.”
Carbonaro states that it is better for clients, like Ka‘ū Learning Academy, to be told
about any accounting and compliance issues
rather than “not to know. But punitive damages from Government agencies relying on

the audit report may prevent that growth
from occurring.”
In
stating
that the Charter
School Commission’s threat to
hold funding and
take away the charter was made without any
review by the State, Carbonera
says this practice puts the accounting industry at risk, “creates legal exposure for CPA
audits; creates an adversarial
relationship between CPA auditors and their clients; and
creates an environment where
minimal auditing and minimal reporting is
rewarded instead of discouraged.” He asks
the Hawai‘i Board of Accountancy to consider these issues.
In the meantime, Ka‘ū Leaning Academy continues its classes and services to 95
students, grades three-to-seven, and their

Creagan Plans, cont. from pg. 8
care providers on-island. “If you train
physicians, nurses, nurse-practitioners,
and physician assistants on the Big Island,

they will stay on the Big Island.” He said
the Palamanui college campus in Kona can
have training for health care careers such
as imaging technicians, respiratory thera-

pists, and physical therapists. Training for
primary care specialties could include Internal Medicine and Community Psychiatry,
Pediatrics and Family Medicine, adolescent
behavioral health, inpatient addiction treat-

b&E PrOPANE
High quality, affordable
health care.

9 Am - 5 Pm
BOPEN
& EDAILY
PROPANE

LOcAtED ON mELIA St.
OPEN DAILY 9AM-5PM
IN NĀ‘ĀLEhu
LOCATED
ON MELIA ST
ALSO AvAILAbLE
IN NAALEHU
wELDINg
& fAbrIcAtION
ALSO AVAILABLE
(808) 896-0841
WELDING & FABRICATION
Ka‘ü (808)896-0841
Auto Repair
Cable
Vision

3D Welding
&
Fabrication

B&E
PROPANE

Melia St.

ACE
Hardware

Ka‘alaiki Road

The Gas
Company

Punalu‘u
Bakery
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(Now that’s a good prescription.)
We offer comprehensive primary medical,
dental, and behavioral health care to meet
your needs at every stage of life.

KA’ FAMILY HEALTH AND
DENTAL CENTER
MEDICAL STAFF
Diana Jeannotte, MD
Debra Barra, LCSW
MEDICAL Hours of Operation
Monday through Friday
7:30 AM to 5:30 PM
DENTAL Hours of Operation
Tuesdays & Thursdays
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

families. Managing Director Joe Iacuzzo said
that the Ka‘ū Learning Academy board and
staff “greatly appreciate the support of the
families of students and the community” as it
continues to build the programs at the school.
He described the parents of the students as
pleased with their progress, and said, “Our
board of directors has expressed their very
strong objections to
what they believe is
an abuse of the authority by the Charter
Commission.”
During the Charter School Commission meeting in late
November, Hawai‘i Academy of Arts & Science Principal Steve Hirakami said that his
charter school had many more bookkeeping
and compliance issues during its startup than
those described in the audit of Ka‘ū Learning
Academy. He described the errors at KLA as
“miniscule.”

ment, hyperbaric medicine for treatment of
diving accidents and wounds, higher level
trauma care, and eventually an interventional cardiology unit.
Concerning health and the environment, Creagan called for better control of
restricted use pesticides and for banning
chlorpyrifos. “There is no way to use it safely. Banned in Europe, banned for indoor use
since 2002 in the U.S.,” he pointed out. He
said that the EPA planned to ban chlorpyrifos for all food use in 2017. “Scott Pruitt,
Trump’s appointee, reversed the decision.
“California plans to severely limit use
of chlorpyrifos and we need to end all use
on Jan. 1, 2019,” said Creagan.
Concerning farming, Creagan said,
“We need to increase availability of land,
water, and loans to small farmers and young
farmers.” He also called for establishing
two positions in the state Department of agriculture for ag
theft investigators.
Regarding marijuana, he
called for “marijuana decriminalization and possible legalization on a county level.”
Creagan said he is a supporter of “Death with Dignity” legislation and hopes to
bring it to a full House vote.
The Senate passed it overwhelmingly
last
session.
To reach CreaAn Award Winning Ka‘ū Coffee
gan, call him at
www.Mirandasfarm.com
808-586-9605.

MIRANDA'S FARM

For an appointment, call 929-7311
95-5583 Mamalahoa Hwy.
bayclinic.org
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Ocean View Farmers Market on Saturdays
Flyin' Hawaiian in Nā‘ālehu, Mon, Wed, Sat
mirandasfarm@yahoo.com
808-333-4333, 929-7572
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Nā‘ālehu Senior Housing Gets Its Legs With 100 Mile Walk
The walk for senior housing gets its legs
on Tuesday, Jan. 2, when ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou
President Wayne Kawachi starts his 100 mile
walk to raise money. He and his community
group aim to raise $250,000 to purchase 1.9
acres at the location of the old Nā‘ālehu Fruit
Stand and Santangelo store on Hwy. 11.
Kawachi wrote in a recent letter to the
community, “To kick off this vision for seniors in our community, as president of ‘O
Ka‘ū Kākou, I will actually kick off my shoes
and walk 100 miles in my slippahs from
Honoka‘a to Nā‘ālehu from Jan. 2-5, 2018.

Wayne Kawachi begins his 100 mile walk
Jan. 2.

I plan to sleep under the Big Island skies or
find shelter in communities along the long
journey. I invite you to join me in taking
some steps for this cause!” Kawachi said he
is available to talk about it at 937-4773.
The land is owned by real estate investor
Asha Mallick who listed it for $599,000, but
has offered to sell at the lower price for senior
housing. The store, long abandoned, would
be demolished to make room for 25 to 30 senior housing units.
The letter to the community on Dec. 6
from Kawachi says, “So many of you have
been a vital part of our Ka‘ū for a long
time now and we thank you! Your donations helped to fund a handi-van which has
transported extended care patients to Hilo
for medical care. You’ve brought over 750
children, their family, and friends together
for fishing and fun at our most recent Ka‘ū
Fishing Derby in January. Because of your
generosity, Ka‘ū students have benefitted
from school supplies and scholarships over
so many years in the past.
“Today, we are asking you to make another positive change in our community:
Build Senior Housing in Nā‘ālehu.
“I am sure that you know of an elder
close to you who has needed the safety and
comfort of a senior-friendly place to call
home. Nā‘ālehu is experiencing this need
for senior housing units as the town’s senior
population and rent prices steadily increase.
“As a first step toward this goal, we plan
to raise $250,000 toward the purchase of 1.9
acres across Nā‘ālehu Elementary School to
build 25-30 housing units,” he wrote.

Nā‘ālehu Fruit Stand in 2001. The building, now abandoned, is the proposed site for senior
housing, a campaign led by ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou community organization.

Senior Housing Survey Due Feb. 1

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou is asking seniors, over
the age of 62 and living anywhere in the
Kaʻū district, to fill out a quick 5-question
survey that will help OKK gather general
data essential to the planning of a senior
housing project to be located in Nā'ālehu.
The deadline to complete a survey is Feb. 1.
OKK member, Raylene Moses, who
Donations can be sent to the 501C3 nonprofit ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou, P. O. Box 365, Pāhala,
HI 96777.

is spearheading the senior housing project,
said the survey should take no more than
five minutes. "The data will help to demonstrate a demand for senior housing," added
Moses. To get more information or receive a
survey contact Raylene Moses at 365-3788
or Nadine Ebert at 938-5124 or ebertn004@
hawaii.rr.com.

Buddhist Women in Nā‘ālehu Stepped Up in Wartime
December 7 brought
up the history of Pearl
Harbor, World War
II, and the Japanese
Americans of Ka‘ū who
showed themselves as
true Americans when
they signed up to defend
the United States.
Not only did men
like Iwao Yonemitsu, and
the late Toku Nakano,
of Nā‘ālehu, step up,
the Japanese American
women in Nā‘ālehu took
on more responsibilities.

You don't have to

FLY AWAY
to

GET AWAY

When
Japanese
American men were either interred by the U.S.
government or joined
the U.S. military, women like Shigeo Kikuchi,
wife of the Rev. Chikyoku Kikuchi, took on
some of their roles.
When Rev. Kikuchi was interred, Shigeo helped manage the
Buddhist Temple in
Nā‘ālehu. “She often
interacted with military
authorities and worked

See kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com for daily news updates
7+ yrs. serving Ka‘ū & the world! - Mahalo

Flyin’ Hawaiian Coffee

928−9811
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to protect the community from harassment.
In the absence of a priest, she organized farewell services for Nisei soldiers,” reports the
book Asian American Religious Cultures. She
distributed Nenju (prayer beads) and told
the young Japanese
Americans going off
to fight for the U.S.:
“When you are lonely or when you’re in
trouble, repeat ‘Nama
Amida Butsu.’” She
later wrote Memoirs of a Buddhist
Woman Missionary in
Hawai‘i.

Downtown Nā‘ālehu, Hawai‘i • 808-640-4712

OPEN: Monday, Wednesday & Saturday from 8am-4pm
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California Bilingual Choir Sings for Ocean View Holidays
The Christmas Concert at Ocean view
Community Center featured a bilingual
visiting church choir from California. Also
on the program were solos, duets, a piano
recital, and hula dancing, along with carols
sung by the audience.
The Christmas Concert entitled O’ Holy
Night was hosted by the Lamb of God Baptist Church, and supported by the Amazing
Grace Baptist Church in Nā‘ālehu.
As visiting guests, the bilingual choir
from Inglesia Bautista Fundamental Buenas Nuevas provided a medley of songs in
English and Spanish. They also performed
an amusing skit. They were led by Pastor
Jose Talavera. Pastor Tim Chace emceed
the concert.

Cesspool Retirement, cont. from pg. 6
The report also states that “Over 90
percent of Hawai‘i’s public drinking water
sources are groundwater wells, and dense
concentrations of cesspool are present over
many drinking water aquifers, posing a
threat to new drinking water sources.” The
report estimates a cost of $1.75 billion to
upgrade cesspool systems across the state.
In Ka‘ū, sewage treatment plants are
planned for Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu, but only
to serve the homes on the old plantation

Hannah’s Makana ‘Ohana Hālau from
Ocean View danced for the Christmas Concert at Ocean View Community Center.
Photo by Ann Bosted

A bilingual choir from California performed in Spanish and English in Ocean View.
Photo by Ann Bosted

Hannah’s Makana ‘Ohana Hālau from
Ocean View danced hula for the audience.
Maria Miranda performed a piano solo entitled Ocean. Tim and Annette Chace sang

duets, while other performers - including
Debra, Crystal, and Lee McIntosh, Nalani Stevenson, and Janette Kiesow - also
drew on their talents. The audience joined

sewer system with disposal in illegal large
capacity, gang cesspools. The new systems
would also serve nearby houses where the
sewer pipes will be built in the road next
to them.
When the rest of the towns would be
served by sewage treatment plants, giving
the deadline 33 years for all cesspools to
be gone in Hawai‘i, is unclear. However,
consultants working on the Pāhala design
said it will be designed to include a plan
for expansion.
Public meetings were held in Pāhala

in December regarding the planned new
wastewater treatment plant for the community. More meetings will be held early next
year and residents are invited to a field
trip to view a treatment plant in Honoka‘a,
similar to the initial concept for Pāhala.
To sign up, call 961-8339. See story
on Page 1.

in with classic favorites, including Mele
Kalikimaka and Angels We Have Heard on
High. Silent Night was sung in both English and Hawaiian.

Wai Moku

WATER DELIVERY

CALL RUDY
929-9222

Take a
STAYcation
PUC 5238-C

NEED WATER?
WE DO WATER HAULING

Pāhala
plantation

cottages

928-9811
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Volcano Awareness Month Comes to Ocean View
Mauna Loa: Let’s Talk Story is the
theme of the 2018 Volcano Awareness
Month presentation at Ocean View community Center. The event is coordinated by
the USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory,
Hawai‘i County Civil Defense, UH-Hilo
Center for the Study of Active Volcanoes,
and Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
The format is an open house on
Wednesday, Jan. 17 from 6 p.m. to 8 p .m.
The address is 92-8924 Leilani Circle.
Displays will address frequently asked
questions about Mauna Loa, the active volcano on which most Ka‘ū people live. Discussed will be its current status, hazards and
how to prepare for a future eruption. Answering questions will be scientists, public
safety officials and park rangers.

Christmas Day snow on top of Mauna Loa Volcano, the long mountain that makes up most of
Ka‘ū. The photo was taken Dec. 25 at Moku`aweoweo caldera's South Pit. Image from USGS

Help to complete the Ocean View Deep
Clean is coming to Ocean View Community
Association, according to its President, Ron
Gall.
Gall reports that his request to Mayor
Harry Kim has been answered. The overwhelmingly successful campaign to turn in
broken appliances, old mattresses, and many
other discarded and stored items in Ocean
View resulted in 110 small pick-up loads of

items being delivered to Ocean View Community Center in late October.
Matson supplied two containers at no
charge, which were filled, leaving some 73
small pick-up loads of items on the grounds
of the community center.
Bill Kucharski, Director of the Department of Environmental Management for
Hawai‘i County, wrote to Ocean View Community Association, saying: “Mayor Kim

Ocean View residents are urged by the
county to conserve their catchment and any
water stored into January. The county Department of Water Supply is issuing regular
updates, stating that emergency repair work
continues on the Ocean View Deep Well.
One statement in December said:
“At this time, the Contractor has completed extraction of both pump and motor
from well and has confirmed that the motor is inoperable. A spare motor is being
transported to the site. Pump has been sent
to the manufacturers for refurbishing and is

expected to be back on site by early January 2018, with installation to occur shortly
thereafter. Anticipated completion of this
emergency repair is in January 2018.”
Due to this breakdown, the following
remain in effect:
Drinking water spigots remain open
for community access. However, users are
asked to limit consumption to potable needs
only in order to extend water availability in
the reservoir.
The standpipe facility for water haulers
OV Deep Well, pg. 23

Mayor Kim Answers Call for Deep Clean in OV

asked that I contact you and let you know that
the County will supply dumpsters and transportation for the collected waste materials
your community has collected. The Mayor
can (and did) make this happen.”

A summary of Mauna Loa’s status is
provided by Hawaiian Volcano Observatory
on its website.
“Rising gradually to more than 4 km
(13,100 ft) above sea level, Mauna Loa is
the largest active volcano on our planet. Its
long submarine flanks descend to the sea
floor an additional 5 km (16,400 ft), and
the sea floor in turn is depressed by Mauna
Loa’s great mass another 8 km (26,200 ft).
This makes the volcano’s summit about 17
km (55,700 ft) above its base! The enormous volcano covers half of the Island of
Hawai‘i and by itself amounts to about 85
percent of the area of all the other Hawaiian
Islands combined.
“The Hawaiian name Mauna Loa
means “Long Mountain.” This name is apt,
for the subaerial part of Mauna Loa extends
for about 120 km (74 mi) from the southern
tip of the island to the summit caldera and
then east-northeast to the coastline near
Hilo.
Mauna Loa is among Earth’s most active volcanoes, having erupted 33 times
since its first well-documented historical
Volcano Awareness, pg. 23

Hawai‘i Ocean View Deep Well
Still Out, Conservation Urged

Need Rain Water Catchment?

We can help with metal and plastic tanks
of all sizes

Why Us?
• Highest industry standards
• Installation of Galvanized Steel tanks
for commercial, farm, and residential
• Professionally trained
• Reliable & Experienced
• Committed to quality
• ALL TANKS DELIVERED TO CUSTOMERS
LOCATION

Call Us
(808) 3 Now
45-033
5

Contact Us
Pacific Blue Catchment
73-4840 Kanalani St. PMB 387
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Water Catchment Services
Call Us: (808) 345-0335
www.pacificbluecatchment.com
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Hawai‘i Volcanoes Special License Plates Bring in Donations
The first specialty license plates in
Hawai‘i became available from Hawai‘i
Department of Motor Vehicles offices in
August 2017, and feature colorful, iconic
scenes from Haleakalā National Park and
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
The license plates were authorized
by a 2015 state law to raise funds for resource protection and education projects at
Haleakalā and Hawai‘i Volcanoes. The cost
of these specialty plates is $40.50 for O‘ahu,
Kaua‘i and Hawai‘i Island, and $41.25 for
Maui, with a $25 annual renewal fee. To
date, the program has raised over $25,000
for the parks in its first quarter.
The program is administered by the
Department of Motor Vehicles and revenues
generated are managed by Hawai‘i Pacific

Parks Association, a non-profit partner that
supports six national park sites in Hawai‘i

and American Samoa. Plate monies are
processed, and then donated to the national

parks. Donations will be used for numerous
national park projects large and small.
“This is a great way to show state pride
and support the protection of natural and
cultural resources,” said a statement from
Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks Association.
Other national parks that currently benefit from specialty license plate programs
include Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, Rocky Mountain National Park, Yellowstone National Park, Crater Lake National Park, and Yosemite National Park.
For more information on how to purchase a specialty plate, visit www.hawaiiparkplates.com.
For more information on Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Association, visit www.hawaiipacificparks.org.

Astronomer Dean Regas, co-Host of PBS Star Gazers Comes to Volcano

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park offers residents and visitors the opportunity
to meet Astronomer Dean Regas, co-host of
PBS Star Gazers, at two separate events at
the end of January.
The first, Kīlauea Star Party, takes
place Monday, Jan. 29, at 7 p.m., and will
be the park's first-ever Star Party at Kīlauea

Overlook. Regas offers attendees the opportunity to learn about an endangered resource
and sacred cultural connection: Hawai‘i Island's dark night skies. Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park invites the public to "journey
through time as we explore nearby planets
and deep-space celestial wonders above the
glow of Halema‘uma‘u Crater."
Event goers will be able to view the
night sky through powerful telescopes. Dark
Skies Rangers will be available to answer
questions and guide visitors through the

Stargazing over Volcano.

night sky.
The second event, Witness the Lunar
Eclipse, takes place on Jan. 30, at 8:30
p.m. following After Dark in the Park at
Kīlauea Overlook. Regas guides attendees
through the January 2018 lunar eclipse. A
lunar eclipse can only occur the night of the

Photo by NPS/Janice Wei

full moon, when the sun, earth and moon
are aligned. As the earth’s shadow (umbra)
passes across the moon, it creates a lunar
eclipse. Every so often, this alignment is
perfect or nearly so, and creates a total lunar eclipse.
Both events are free to attend, however
they are subject to weather conditions and park entrance fees
apply. For more, visit nps.gov/
HAVO.

InstItute-on-DemanD!
Design your own adventure

in & around Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park

• Create a custom-designed field trip for your
small or large group. Perfect for families, hui,
senior & school groups, reunions & more!
• From geology to botany, culture & archeology to
photography, you choose the focus, time & place.

www.fhvnp.org • 985-7373
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Artists in Residence Combine Songs, Quilts & Cross Stitch
A musician and a textile artist
movie screen.
will be the January 2018 Artists“As the park enters our
in-Residence at Hawai‘i Volcafourth year of the Artist-innoes National Park. Musician Will
Residence Program, we look
Oldham, who performs under the
forward to our second musiname Bonnie Prince Billy, and
cian and first textile artist,”
his wife, textile artist Elsa Hansen
said Laura Carter Schuster,
Oldham, were selected by the nonChief of Cultural Resources
profit National Parks Arts Foundaat Hawai‘i Volcanoes Nation, Hawai‘i Friends of Volcanoes
tional Park. “Hawai‘i has
National Park, and Friends of Volsuch a long tradition of both
canoes National Park.
music and quilting, this pair
Singer-songwriter Oldham’s
seems like a match for our
music is described as an alternative
location. And the park will
blend of country, folk, and punk.
inspire both the musician
His wife’s quilting and cross stitch
and the fabric artist alike,”
work puts a folksy pop-art spin on Elsa and Will Oldham will be Artists-in-Residents at Hawai‘i Volcanoes
she said.
National Park.
Photo by Christian Hansen
history and modern culture.
The couple lives in LouWill Oldham will sing and play music while
The pair will present a dual
isville, KY, and will reside in
multimedia performance on Friday, Jan. Elsa Hansen Oldham stitches on stage as her the park for a month. Oldham has performed
26, in the Kīlauea Visitor Center at 6 p.m. handiwork is projected on the auditorium’s since 1998 as Bonnie Prince Billy, and prior

to that as Palace Brothers and Palace Music.
His songs have been performed by Johnny
Cash, Marianne Faithful, and others. His
new record, Best Troubadour, is a collection
of Merle Haggard songs.
Hansen Oldham’s textile art is displayed at the Dickinson Roundell Gallery in
New York, and she was recently profiled in
the New York Times.
The project is supported by the Friends
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, and
other benefactors. The NPAF is a 501c3
non-profit dedicated to the promotion of
the national parks through creating dynamic opportunities for artwork based in
the natural and historic heritage of America. All NPAF programs are made possible
through the philanthropic support of donors.
Visit nationalparksartsfoundation.org for
details.

Margaret “Peggy” Stanton leads an ongoing series of Acrylic Painting Worshops for
artists of all levels in Painting with Peggy,”

session. Cost for each session is $20/$15 for
VAC Members. Students bring supplies and
easels. Register online at volcanoartcenter.org.
Address questions to Stanton at peggystanton007@yahoo.com. To see Stanton’s artwork
online visit peggystanton007.wixsite.com/
stanton-painting.

Stanton Offers Acrylic Painting Workshops in Volcano
with the first of the series taking place Jan. 8
and 15, from noon to 3 p.m. at Volcano Art
Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village.

Peggy Stanton teaches acrylics at Volcano Art Center

Ige Budget, cont. from pg. 5
removal), and $800,000 for homeless outreach and counseling services for chronically homeless persons experiencing severe
substance use disorders.
To maintain safety in public areas, Ige
is asking for eight full-time equivalent permanent positions and $419,302 for deputy
sheriff positions to support homeless and
illegal camping operations. He is also requesting $300,000 statewide for the Department of Land and Natural Resources, for
staff time and equipment to support homelessness policy reinforcement.
“For the first time in eight years, there
are fewer homeless people across the state
– a decline of nearly nine percent. We hope

“Each three hour class, is a hands on
painting session where participants learn to
approach their painting process with a new
awareness and understanding of
color dynamics and composition...
Margaret helps artists to heighten
and accentuate their own unique
vision with bold colors, lines and
shapes... She guides artist on “painterly” ways to put on the finishing
stokes,” says a statement from Volcano Art Center.
Stanton says she “blends expressive brushstrokes and vibrant
colors to create bright seascapes and
other sunny Hawaiian Island Acrylic
Paintings.”
Stanton’s murals can be found
along the Hamakua Historical
Heritage Coast and in Hilo Hospital. Stanton has been a resident of
Hawai‘i Island for 22 years. She is a
painter and a musician.
Painting with Peggy offers tips
on Acrylic Paints and Mediums, allowing artists to create a painting on
canvas using a “more immediate and
intuitive process,” she says.
Stanton also offers individual
instruction
for artists during each
Photo from Volcano Art Center

the State Legislature continues to support
our efforts to put more families in homes
and drastically reduce our homeless population,” Ige said.
FOR A SUSTAINABLE HAWAI‘I:
The governor is asking for a $5 million cash
infusion for the Agricultural Loan Revolving Fund; $2.8 million for agricultural infrastructure improvements; $8.3 million for
watershed protection; $7 million for land
acquisition for forest reserve expansion on
O‘ahu and Maui; and $8.7 million for state
park’s infrastructure and improvements.
“We are asking for this funding to continue support of the initiatives announced
at last year’s IUCN World Conservation
Congress – protecting our natural resources,

doubling local food production, and
growing our economy,” said Ige.
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS include:
$4.5 million for Kūpuna Care and
Caregivers programs; $69 million in
revenue bonds for Kona International
Airport’s permanent federal inspection
station; and $16.5 million CIP for the
Tax System Modernization project.
“We see progress on complex issues, and this budget aligns our values
and programs with those actions we
know will make a difference. My administration remains focused on doing
things the right way to achieve the best
outcomes for the State of Hawai‘i,”
said the governor.

OV Deep Well, cont. from pg. 21
is closed until repairs can be completed.
The Department of Water statement
says that updated information will be forthcoming as it becomes available. “The Department requests your cooperation and
thanks you for your patience and understanding during this emergency.” For additional information, contact 961- 8790.
Volcano Awareness, cont. from pg. 21
eruption in 1843. It has produced large, voluminous flows of basalt that have reached the
ocean eight times since 1868. It last erupted
in 1984, when a lava flow came within 7.2
km (4.5 mi) of Hilo, the largest population
center on the island. Mauna Loa is certain
to erupt again, and with such a propensity
to produce large flows, we carefully monitor
the volcano for signs of unrest.”
For more information, see https://volcanoes.usgs.gov/volcanoes/mauna_loa/ or
email askHVO@usgs.

COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTERS
GOT CABLE? Why Settle! The Satellite Guy offers dish
network anywhere on the Big Island. More channels, more
choices, less money. Available where cable is not. The
Satellite Guy. 929-9103.

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark
Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work, New and
remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty
Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor
929-8112, 936-8623.
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Pāhala Waste Treatment, cont. from pg. 15
said there is nothing better than employment
to give people hope.
Sammie Stanbro called Pāhala “a hidden
jewel.”
CHALLENGES IN PĀHALA
When asked about challenges, people
talked about keeping the rural lifestyle and
balancing economic opportunity with the
easygoing life of Pāhala - a town without one
stoplight.
Trinidad said, “More jobs for children
so they don’t go away.” Lee said during the
old days people used to be able to go up to
the mountains and down to the ocean at any
time, without restrictions. New landowners
have restricted some access. Dacalio said,
“Same thing.”
Mary Ibarra asked whether those who
live next to the planned sewer line will be required to hook up, even if they have already
paid for their own cesspool.
A man named Alan asked whether the
proposed system that uses aerated lagoons
and growing trees to clean the water will
be able to handle metals. The engineer said
that there are very few metals in residential
wastewater and most metal pieces that end up
in the sewage would be largely removed by
a screening system. The facility will be designed to meet or exceed State and Federal
regulatory requirements.
May Galacio and Francis Delos Santos
said they were concerned about the cost to
homeowners. Lois Camba asked what re-

sponsibilities will fall on the homeowner?
Atta Kaleohana, and Gilbert and Cecilia
Ito, also brought up the cost of hooking up
to the system and the bills that would come
from the county for the ongoing service. The
consultants explained that the construction of
the treatment system is being paid for in part
by grants and county funding spread across
the island, and that the burden of cost will not
be solely on Pāhala residents.
Vicki Pa‘aluhi said her family has two
properties and is concerned about the cost of
hooking up to the new sewage system. She
also said she has problems with sewage from
a neighboring property.
Helena Hashimoto, Sandy Tomondon,
and Lilly Ledergerber said they too are worried about cost, with Tomondon saying she
is concerned about the expense for the next
generation.
The consultants emphasized that the
funding of construction comes from EPA and
other government agencies. The county sewage system charge to users is the same across
the island.
Alfred Ibarra, who is not on the old sewage system, asked if he will be required to
hook up to the system when it goes by his
house on Pikake Street. County regulations
do require everyone to hook up when the line
goes by their houses.
For more information, contact the Department of Environmental Management at
961-8083.

