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The Public Access, Open Space, and 
Natural Resources Commission seeks sug-
gestions from the public regarding lands that 
should be preserved because of cultural or 
historic significance.

Properties might qualify for preservation 
because they offer opportunities for educa-
tion, public access to beaches or mountains, 
and outdoor recreation. Nominations for 
preservation can be beaches, coastal areas, 
forests, places of natural beauty, or involve 
the protection of wildlife and natural resourc-
es, like lands and watersheds for general ben-
efit to the public. Suggestion forms are due 
by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 28.

To obtain a form to suggest properties, 
go to hawaiicountycdp.com or mail the re-
quest to County Property Management Divi-
sion, 25 Aupuni Street, Suite 1101, Hilo, HI 
96720.
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Humpback whale watch season is un-
derway. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Association's Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National Marine Sanctuary reminds 
the public that opportunities to volunteer 
to help count whales are Saturdays, Jan. 
26, Feb. 23, and March 30. Volunteers look 
for whales at designated places, including 
Kaʻena Point in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Na-
tional Park, Miloli‘i Lookout, Ka Lae, and 
Punalu‘u Black Sand Beach Park. Volunteer 
shifts are 7:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., orienta-

Humpback mother and calf. Up to 12,000 humpbacks are expected to show up in Hawaiian waters 
between now and April.                                                                                                           Photo from NOAA

Lt. Gov. Josh Green and Gov. David Ige.
Photo from State of Hawaiʻi

Humpbacks, pg. 15

Gov. David Ige's proposed Executive 
Budget highlights education, housing, and 
sustainability. It faces decision making by the 
2019 Hawaiʻi Legislature when it opens on 
Wednesday, Jan. 16.

The governor will present many of his 
plans in his State of the State Address on 
Tuesday, Jan. 15.

During the announcement of his budget 
on Dec. 17, Ige focused on "public educa-
tion for our children and the University of 
Hawaiʻi, affordable housing and homeless-

Hawksbills, pg. 3

Budget, pg. 9

Baby hawksbill turtles left their nests at Punaluʻu Black Sand Beach on Sunday, 
Dec. 15, and headed out to sea. Those females who survive return time after time to their 
birthplace during their reproductive lives.

While 45 hatchlings received guidance to Punaluʻu waters, Lauren Kurpita, coordi-

Humpback Whale Watch & Count Begin, Decline Draws Concern
tion included.

The expectation is that about 12,000 
humpback migrate anually from feeding 
grounds off Alaska to breed, calve, and 
nurse their young in the warm winter wa-
ters of Hawaiʻi. While some whales have 
arrived, the majority will be in Hawaiʻi be-
tween January and March. This year’s whale 
count comes with concerns about declining 
numbers of humpbacks, possibly from less 
food in Alaskan waters where they live in 

Land Preservation Ideas Due, PONC Funds at Risk

Whoops! Uncoordinated but determined, newly hatched hawksbills make their way to the water as 
soon as they surface from their nest under the lifeguard stand.                         Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Legislature Opens Jan. 16, Takes Up Governor Ige's Budget

Commissioners are selected for each 
County Council District to study and make 
recommendations for lands to be preserved. 
District 6, which covers South Kona from 
Captain Cook, all of Kaʻū, through Volcano 
into Puna, is represented by Rick Warshauer, 
who serves through 2021.

Warshauer grew up on three islands, 
and has lived mostly on Hawaiʻi Island. He 
obtained his Masters in Zoology from the 
University of Hawai‘i. He is a retired field 
biologist specializing in native plants and 
vegetation. He said he loves the islands and 
has an intimate knowledge of the islands' 
natural resources.

Warshauer worked for the county as a 
coastal zone planner for six years. According 
to PONC website, it was "back when much 
of the zoning and land use changes were hap-

As the partial federal government clo-
sure, starting Dec. 22, pressured Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park and other federal 
entities to shutter facilities and programs, the 
American Federation of Government Em-
ployees sued. Lead attorney Heidi Burakie-
wicz filed suit on New Years Eve for em-
ployees labeled "essential" and "expected" 
who work during the shutdown without pay. 
They include those critical for security and 
infrastructure. Among those who could be 
covered by the suit are federal firefighters 
and law enforcement officers at Hawaiʻi Vol-
canoes National Park.

Burakiewicz told The Washington Post 
reporter Deanna Paul, "It's outrageous the 

ness, our sustainable Hawaiʻi initiative, 
which really commits to transforming our 
economy and protecting the natural environ-
ments that are so important to all of us in the 
Islands."

He said there will be significant invest-
ments "to support our economy, especially 
through our Capital Improvement Projects 
budget, because we know it creates jobs for 
our community."

Ige promised to invest in pensions and 

Hawaiian Hawskbill Sea Turtle Project Coordinator, Lauren Kurpita (right), and a volunteer, help 
hatchlings reach the ocean from their nest at Punaluʻu Black Sand Beach.    Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

government expects them to work with-
out knowing when they'll get their next 
paycheck." 

She said that nationwide, essential and 
expected federal employees face workplaces 
understaffed and unfair costs, like commut-
ing to work, gas, and child care. "They may 
be paycheck to paycheck, have cellphone 
bills, mortgages... It's unacceptable for any 
employer, but especially for the U.S. govern-
ment." She told The Washington Post that 
timing of the closure already qualified some 
employees to sue and that many more, some 
420,000 across the country, would be eligi-
ble if the shutdown goes beyond the next pay 
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pening that redirected the island's future irre-
vocably. Witnessing the changes to the land 

and resources 
of his youth, it 
motivates him 
to spend time 
and effort where 
his skills and 
experiences 
can be applied 
to preserve 
the resources 
and sense of 

place that he 
treasures."

The Com-
mission meets 
every other 
month at the Hilo 

PONC, cont. from pg. 1

PONC, pg. 15

County Building or the West Hawaiʻi Civic Center, and public 
testimony is welcome.

For further information, contact Maxine Cutler, Property 
Management Division, at 961-8069 or hawaiicountycdp.com. 

The proposal to reduce Public Access, Open Space, and 
Natural Resources Commission funds to one percent of prop-
erty taxes taken in by Hawaiʻi County received an 8 to 1 vote 
at the Dec. 14 County Charter Commission meeting. The 
only nay vote came from Kaʻū's Charter Commissioner, state 
Board of Agriculture member, and rancher, Michelle Galimba.

Galimba told The Kaʻū Calendar, "I am a huge fan of 
the PONC fund but I also understand the County's fiscal chal-
lenges. I hope that many people testify either in writing or in 
person about the issue." She told the commissioners, "We all 
want what's best for Hawaiʻi Island. The really important part 
of the PONC fund is it leverages other funds. I support making 
it as strong as possible because it's our legacy for our grand-
children and our great-great grandchildren."

Much shoreline is conserved in Kaʻū as the result of PONC 
funding. Hawaiʻi County has preserved 4,450.87 acres. Kaʻū 
properties are Kahua Olohu in Nā‘ālehu, and Kahuku Coastal 
and Kāwā oceanfront parcels. Funding has also been approved 
for 2,013 acres at Waikapuna, including the ahupuaʻa of Ka-

hilipali Iki and 
Kahilipali Nui.

Warshauer, 
of Volcano, tes-
tified as a pri-

vate citizen. He called the  
proposed cut in funding 
"a poisonous arrow aimed 
at the heart of the people's 
PONC program."

The Charter Amend-
ment would remove a .25 
percent maintenance fund, 
also collected from prop-
erty taxes. It would allow 
the County Council to sus-
pend the PONC fund en-
tirely during emergencies. 
The proposal would also 

allow for a cap to be placed on the fund. 
The County Council, with a two-thirds vote, 
would be able to suspend PONC funding if 
the finance director were to deem it "neces-
sary to prevent a reduction in the level of 
public services," states the proposal. And 
the amendment would change the rules, al-
lowing the county to sell or donate property 
purchased through PONC.

Mayor Harry Kim testified in support 
of the changes. "The hardest thing to do of 
any kind is to raise property tax. With lim-
ited revenues and growing expenses, it's not 

Volcano resident Rick 
Warschauer, Kaʻū's represen-
tative on the PONC commis-
sion to preserve special lands. 
PONC is taking suggestions 
through Feb. 28.
Photo from Big Island Video 
News

PONC is asking the public for suggestions of specials properties to pre-
serve.     Photo by Andrew Hara, state Legacy Lands Conservation Program



The Ka‘ū Calendar Page 3January, 2019www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Volume 17, Number 1 January 2019The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i

KA PEPA PAHALA
Pāhala Christmas Parade Celebrates 40 Years with Music and Fun

Hawksbills, pg. 6

The fortieth Pāhala Christmas Parade 
moved through the hilly neighborhoods Sun-

Hawksbills, cont. pg. 1
nator for the Hawks-
bill Recovery Project, 
said only one in 1,000 
will make it to adult-
hood. She told locals 
and visitors who gath-
ered to watch that tiny 
turtles need help to 
avoid predators and 
other risks – like peo-
ple stepping on them 
– while they scurry 
across the beach. In the water, fish eat them.

The nest – care-
fully fenced off, 
guarded, and dug out 
by volunteers to lift 
little turtles onto the 
beach – was located 
under the Punaluʻu 
lifeguard stand.

Hawksbill turtles 
are listed as endan-
gered by the federal 

government. Popu-
lations plummeted 

when they were harvested for their shells. 
Recovery has been minimal, 
perhaps due to their advanced 
reproductive age. Only 20 to 
25 hawkbills nest each year in 
Hawaiʻi.

In contrast, the more 
abundant green sea turtle 
population increased substan-
tially with protection, with 500 
to 800 laying eggs each year. 
Many green sea turtles live 
at Punaluʻu and other spots 
along the Kaʻū Coast, but they 
lay their eggs on remote is-
lands, mostly in French Frigate 
Shoals.

Only hawksbills nest on 
Hawaiʻi, in places like Kāwā 
and Punaluʻu. They spend the 
rest of their lives out at sea. 
Each hawksbill female can 
lay over 200 eggs – the largest 
clutches laid by any sea turtle, 

Hawksbill hatchlings scurry to the ocean at 
Punaluʻu Black Sand Beach.

Photo by Michael Worthington

day, Dec. 9, under sunny 
skies with music, Christ-

mas charac-
ters, classic 
cars, schools, 
Kaʻū Cof-
fee farmers, 
churches, 
and commu-
nity groups 
participating.

Eddie 
Andrade and 
his friends 
and family 
thanked the 

Santa, who has organized Pāhala Christmas Parade with the 
Eddie Andrade family for 40 years, looks on at the characters 
surrounding one of the sponsors, Ed Olson, who owns Kaʻū 
Coffee Mill.                                                       Photo by Julia Neal

community for 
their longtime sup-
port, including an 
annual donation 
from Ed Olson, 
founder of Kaʻū 
Coffee Mill.

Holy Rosary 
Church hosted 
participants and at-
tendees for a free 
lunch at the church 
after the parade. 
Along the parade 

Pāhala Preschool rides and walks during the 40th 
Pāhala Christmas Parade.       Photo by Julia Neal

Volcano School plays Christmas songs on ʻUkulele.
Photo by Julia Neal

For 40 years, Santa Eddie Andrade 
and his helpers Judy Andrade and 
Mary Jane Ballio put on the Pāhala 
Christmas Parade each year. 

Photo by Julia Neal

route, Pāhala residents and visi-
tors gathered in yards, on porch-
es, and curbside to receive the 
well wishes of Santa and candy 
thrown with help from his elves. 
See more photos of the parade 
on kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com.
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Stars over Ka‘ū - January 2019 
by Lew & Donna Cook

Planets
Mars is the only naked eye planet vis-

ible – low in the southwestern sky at our 
chart time. That isn't to say that Mars is the 
only planet you can see tonight. Stay up late 
(or better, arise early) until an hour before 
sunrise and you'll see brilliant Venus and 
just below it, there's the King of the Plan-
ets, Jupiter. Mercury rises a bit before Sat-
urn, but they're too close to the sun for good 
viewing.

The earth arrives at its closest point to 
the sun on Jan. 2 just after sunset. What? 
You didn't know that the distance to our sun 
varied? Indeed it does. While we can be as 
far as 94.5 million miles from the sun, as on 
July 4 this year, on Jan. 2, we'll be 91.4 mil-
lion miles from the sun. All the planets have 
slightly egg shaped orbits, and our orbit is, 
too.

Lunar Eclispe on January 20
When the moon rises on the 20th, it 

will be nearing the total eclipse phase of 
this evening's eclipse. The total part of the 

eclipse will begin at 6:41 p.m., about 40 
minutes after moonrise. 1 hour 2 minutes 
later, the total phase ends. Hold on – all isn't 
over then. The moon will move out of the 
shadow of the earth gradually until it leaves 
the edge of the darkest part of the shadow at 
7:43 p.m. Still, all is not over until the moon 
exits the penumbra, the gradual shading of 
the shadow where the earth covers part – but 
not all – of the sun's disk. This happens at 
9:48 p.m., but it isn't really that noticeable. 

The eclipsed moon is often called the 
"blood moon" because the dust in our at-
mosphere causes the light that is scattered 
through the earth's atmosphere to be red-
dish, like a sunset. How red and dark will it 
get? If it is clear, check it out.

Cinder Cones on Earth, Mars,
and the Moon

Last month we were in Flagstaff and 
went out north of town to see Sunset Crater, 
a volcanic cinder cone. This was a geologi-
cally recent eruption – around 1000 years 
ago – that is similar to about 100 similar cin-

der cones that have been identi-
fied on Mauna Kea. Other similar 
cones are seen on Mars and also 
possibly the Moon.

Another type of crater is near 
Flagstaff: the Barringer Meteor 
Crater. This is one of the most 
recent – ~50,000 years ago – and 
best preserved ones of its kind on 
earth. More on that in a later issue.

Constellations and Deep 
Objects

Orion, and his nebula – a star 
factory or nursery – looks fantas-
tic in everything from binoculars 
to the Hubble Space Telescope. 
Check it out. And don't overlook 
the Hyades and Pleiades star 
clusters in Taurus. The Hyades is 
marked by the bright orange star 

Aldebaran which isn't a member, but just 
happens to lie behind it. Look at it first with 
your naked eyes and then with binoculars. 
All these stars were born in a nebula, like 
the Orion nebula. Now look up at the tiny 
dipper shaped group of stars, the Pleiades. It 
also was born in a nebula like the Orion neb-
ula. As a matter of fact, there is still some 
of that nebula hanging around. The stars' 
winds (just like the wind from our sun) and 
radiation pressure from the intense light is 

pushing that gas and dust away.
See color charts and images of the stars 

at kaucalendar.com.
The colors of the dots represent stars' 

temperatures. The sizes of the dots are 
keyed to their brightnesses. The star charts 
will be good throughout the season, but they 
are good for approximately 2 hours earlier 
for every month, except will not be accurate 
for the planets.

Local Attractions
The 'Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Res-

taurant schedule:
Closed Mondays
Breakfast & Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM daily

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the north 
on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, hold it in 
front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, west at the bot-
tom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and show it to your 
keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. Check the colors 
of the stars with the color version at kaucalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown in 
the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no 
bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program written 
by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM daily
Check for the schedule at imiloahawaii.

org. Members are admitted free to the daily 
shows.

There is a night show once a month, 
when smaller telescopes on Mauna Kea are 
linked to the Planetarium where they show 
live shots of individual objects. Call the 
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on 
the schedule and ticket availability, prices 
and membership costs. Please mention to 
the nice folks at the ticket sales desk where 
you got the inspiration to come, and that you 
are entitled to the 10% kamaʻaina discount 
for membership.

Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date  Sunrise Sunset
Jan.  4, 2019 6:56 am 5:58 pm
Jan. 11 6:58 am 6:02 pm 
Jan. 18 6:58 am 6:07 pm 
Jan. 25 6:58 am 6:11 pm
Note the time of sunrise doesn't change 
much in January. Earth's orbit isn't a per-
fect circle. Because we are closer to the sun 
in the winter, and the changing velocity of 
the earth in its orbit makes the day start at 
the same time despite the change in seasons 
which began on December 21.

Moon Phases
Date  Moonrise Moonset
New Moon
Jan.  5 6:41 am 6:00 pm
First Quarter 
Jan. 13 12:05 pm 12:37 pm*
Full Moon 
Jan. 20 6:01 pm 7:31 am*
Last Quarter 
Jan. 27 12:11 am 12:11 pm
*next morning

Examples of cinder cone volcanoes in the solar system: 
1. Sunset Crater National Monument Near Flagstaff. 
There are many others on earth, including Mauna 
Kea. Drive up the Saddle Road and take a look at 
them. There is an excellent example of a cinder cone 
just on the west side of the side road to the observa-
tory. Copyright Donna A. Cook 2. Moon. NASA/GSFC/
Arizona State University 3. Mars. This shows a lava 
river bed beginning at an elongated chain of craters. 
Note also the shape of the shadow on the ground in 
this low sun picture. NASA/JPL



The Ka‘ū Calendar

At an away game at Konawaena on 
Monday, Dec. 3, Girls JV Basketball ended 
with Kaʻū at 3, Konawaena at 59. The Var-
sity game ended with Kaʻū at 12, Kona at 
66.

When Kaʻū Girls played Waiakea at 
another away game on Wednesday, Dec. 5, 
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Kaʻū Trojans Girls Basketball Sees Strong End to 2018

Kaʻū Trojans Boys Basketball 
Fights Hard for 2018 Wins

Kaʻū High School Boys Basketball 
started the season with a close game against 
Keaʻau on Thursday, Nov. 29. Part of a 
four-day tourney for Varsity, the Trojans 
boys scored 44 to Keaʻau's 46.

The Boys took their second game of 
the season Saturday, Dec. 1, keeping it Kaʻū 
Strong, playing McKinley in another close 
game, taking the win by three points, 37 to 
34.

On Dec. 15, Saturday, Boys Varsity 
had a close game, scoring 51 to Pāhoa's 
55. Shesley Martinez scored 18 points dur-
ing the game, and Izaiah Pilanca-Emmsley 
scored 15.

Boys JV was also victorious, taking 

Trojans Soccer Looks to a 2019 Upswing

Pāhoa down 58 to 23. Kealiʻikoa Reyes-
Nalu scored 17 points during the game, and 
16 points were scored by Keenan Torianio.

Trojans JV trounced Christian Liberty 
Academy on Saturday, Dec. 23, ending at 
62 to 28. Keenan Toriano scored 16 of those 
points and Kealikoa Reyes Nalu scored 14.

Varsity Boys played a close game with 
Parker, scoring 41 to 36. Izaiah Pilanca-
Emmsley scored 10, while Andre Carvalho 
scored 9 for Kaʻū.

Kaʻū's Varsity Boys fought hard for a 
win Friday, Dec. 27, against Kealakehe. Af-
ter traveling north, the Kaʻū Boys Varsity 
team took the court, 45 to 43. Kaʻū Athlet-
ics tweeted, "Omg good game."

Kaʻū Trojans Soccer Teams gained much experience at the end of 2018 against schools 
with long soccer traditions and youth soccer associations. With 14 more games in January, 
Kaʻū Trojans soccer has many opportunities to run the field and score many goals.

On Wednesday, Nov. 28, Trojans Girls hosted Kealakehe. With Waveriders at 9 and 
Kaʻū 0, the referee called the game. The Girls played at Honokaʻa on Saturday, Dec. 1. The 
game ended with Honokaʻa 8, Kaʻū 0.

The Boys Soccer team hosted Kohala on Monday, Dec. 10. Kohala scored 5, Kaʻū 0.
Kaʻū traveled to Konawaena on Saturday, Dec. 27. Konawaena Girls scored 12, Kaʻū 

0. Konawaena Boys scored 8, Kaʻū 0.
The next home games are Jan. 5, 12, 16 and 18. See khpes.org for times.

JV ended with Kaʻū 10, Waiakea 52. In the 
Varsity game, Kaʻū scored 12, Waiakea 67.

But the Girls Basketball team was not 
going to stay down. Saturday, Dec. 15, Girls 
Varsity wiped their opponents out, scoring 
47 to Pāhoa's 15 points. Seven points were 
scored each by Kianie Mederios  Dancel 

and Heidi Vidal.
Kaʻū then hosted 

Hawaiʻi Preperatory Acade-
my on Monday, Dec. 17. At 
halftime, Kaʻū had earned 
16 points, while HPA led 
with 20. The final score 
showed Kaʻū come up from 
behind, winning the game 
47 to HPA's 41. Kaʻū's top 
three scorers were Mei 
Lin Galban Kin In with 10 
points, Reishalyn Jara with 
9 points, and Medeiros Dan-
cel with 8 points.

The Trojans Girls took 
down Kohala Wednesday, 
Dec. 19, in both JV and Var-
sity games. Kaʻū hosted the 

north island teams.
In the JV game, Kaʻū 

Kalei Namohala, Josiah Barrios, and June Domondon with the OKK 
Half Court Shot on Dec. 19.                                Photo from Kaʻū Athletics

lead every quarter but the 
third, scoring 8, 8, 2, and 
14, to end with 32 points. 
Kohala had 2, 6, 7, and 6, 
ending with 21. Kaohinani 
Grace was the standout of 
the game, scoring 20.

Varsity led every 
quarter, scoring 15, 12, 14, 
and 6, reaching 47 points 
at the end of the game. 
Kohala scored 4 in the 
first quarter, 6 in each re-
maining quarter, reaching 
22 points. Mederios Dan-
cel was a standout player, 
scoring 17 points, and Vidal stood out, scor-
ing 12.

During the game, hydro-
ponic lettuce, grown by Ms. 
Caldwell's class, was sold as 
Doritos Salad.

That night's ʻO Kaʻū 
Kākou's Half Court Shot 
for Cash winner on Dec. 19 
was Josiah Barrios, who won 
$250 for Kaʻū Athletics, and 
a gift card for himself.

The game on Satur-
day, Dec. 22, was a flurry 
of hosting. JV Girls had a 
disappointment, with Kaʻū 
scoring 17 to Christian Lib-
erty Academy's 40. Jayme 

Kaneshiro scored 5 points for the home 
team.

Ms. Caldwell's class grew hydroponic 
lettuce, which was sold as Doritos 
Salad at the Wednesday, Dec. 19, Girls 
Basketball game.

Photo from Kaʻū Athletics
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 

Girls Basketball:
Jan. 4, Fri., host Hilo, 6pm
Jan. 7, Mon., @Honokaʻa, 6pm
Jan. 9, Wed., @Kamehameha, 6pm
Jan. 14, Mon., host Kealakehe, 6pm
Jan. 17, Thu., host Keaʻau
Jan. 25, Fri., BIIF Div. II Semi-Finals
Jan. 26, Sat., BIIF Div. II Finals
Feb. 6-9, Wed.-Sat., HHSAA

Boys Basketball:
Jan. 3, Thu., host Honokaʻa, 6pm
Jan. 5, Sat., @HPA, 6pm
Jan. 8, Tue., host Kamehameha, 6pm
Jan. 11, Fri., host Konawaena, 6pm
Jan. 16, Wed., host Waiakea, 6pm
Jan. 18, Fri., @Kohala, 6pm
Jan. 21, Mon., @Hilo, 6pm
Jab. 23, Wed., @Laupāhoehoe, 6pm, Varisty
Jan. 28, Mon. host Kanu, 6pm, Varsity
Feb. 5, Tue., BIIF Div. II Semi-Finals
Feb. 6, Wed., BIIF Div. II Finals
Feb. 21-23, Thu.-Sat., HHSAA

Wrestling:
Jan. 5, Sat., @Waiakea
Jan. 12, Sat., @Kealakeha
Jan. 19, Sat., @Keaʻau
Jan. 26, Sat., @HPA
Feb. 2, Sat., @Hilo
Feb. 9, Sat., @BIIF @Keaʻau
Feb. 20-21, Wed.-Thu., HHSAA

Soccer:
Jan. 3, Thu., Girls @HPA
Jan. 5, Sat., Boys host Kealakehe
Jan. 7, Mon., @Hilo
Jan. 9, Wed., @Keaʻau
Jan. 12, Sat., host Honokaʻa
Jan. 14, Mon., @Makualani
Jan. 16, Wed., Boys host Kona
Jan. 18, Fri., Boys host Pāhoa
Jan. 21, Mon., Girls BIIF Div. II Semi-Finals
Jan. 22, Tue., Boys @Kohala
Jan. 23, Wed., Girls BIIF Div. II Finals
Jan. 28, Mon., Boys BIIF Div. II Semi-Finals
Jan. 30, Wed., Boys BIIF Div. II Finals
Jan. 30-Feb. 2, Wed.-Sat., Girls HHSAA
Feb. 7-9, Thu.-Sat., Boys HHSAA

Swimming:
Jan. 5, Sat., @KCAC, 10am
Jan. 12, Sat., @Kamehameha, 10am
Jan. 19, Sat., @KCAC, 10am
Jan. 25, Fri., BIIF Trials @KCAC, 3:30pm
Jan. 26, Sat., BIIF Finals @KCAC, 1pm
Feb. 8-9, Fri.-Sat., HHSAA
Feb. 9, Sat., Oʻahu

Kaʻū High Trojans 
Winter 2019 Sports Schedule

Elwing Brings Marine Debris Art to Nāʻālehu School
Marine debris creations were center stage at Nā’ālehu Elementary Monday, 

Dec. 17. Ocean View artist Don Elwing shared his creations made from marine 
debris he collects by the bagful from nearby Kamilo on the Kaʻū Coast.

Elwing's art is meant to bring awareness to the extreme amount of plastic show-
ing up in the oceans and harming wildlife, such as the Lasayan albatross. 

His visit wrapped up the third grade's place-based science unit, planned in part-
nership with Kamehameha Schools' Kealapono kumu, focusing on the impact of 
marine debris and its impact on the local environment.

Students worked with Elwing to complete a collective art piece. Kindergarten-
ers in Kealapono's ‘Ike Hawai‘i program, which partners with the special teachers, 
had the opportunity to visit Elwing's gallery and learn about turning a plastic eye-
sore into eye-pleasing art.

Don Elwing shares his love with 
elementary students for protecting the 
ocean and upcycling marine debris to 
make art.           Photo by Nalani Parlin

according to conser-
veturtles.org.

Hawksbills need 
a healthy ocean for 
food, where they dine 
on sponges, inverte-
brates like crabs, and 
algae. Kurpita talked 
about the tragedy of 
plastics filling up the 
oceans, further en-
dangering hawksbills, 
other marine animals, and human beings.

Volunteers dig out a hawksbill nest under 
Punaluʻu Lifeguard Tower. Photo by Julia Neal

Hawksbills, from pg. 3

Shutdown, cont. on pg. 16

Shutdown, cont. from pg. 1
cycle that ends midnight Saturday, Jan. 5.

In addition to those in the National Park Service, the suit cov-
ers employees in the Departments of Transportation, Forest Service, 
Housing and Urban Development, Commerce, and IRS. Those who 
work in border patrol and federal prison guards are included.

The American Federation of Government Employees filing the 
suit is the largest union representing federal government workers.

In the meantime, Hawaiʻi's congressional delegation promised 
to fight to fund the government and to break the standoff with Pres. 
Donald Trump, who is holding up government funding until he re-
ceives money to build a wall along the southern mainland border of 
the country to keep out immigrants.

Nationwide, some 800,000 government employees were with-
out paychecks at the beginning of 2019 and many may never see a 
dime for time they were involuntarily furloughed. Sen. Mazie Hi-
rono vowed to work with congress to pay them, and offered her own 
pay during the shutdown to Hawaiʻi's food banks.
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs
‘O Ka‘ū Kākou 11th Annual Fishing Tournament Sign-Ups Begin

Sign-ups for the ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Keiki 
Fishing Tournament, scheduled for mid 
February, will begin mid-January, says Ju-
lie Enriques, of OKK. Applications will be 
distributed to schools and other locations 
throughout Ka‘ū.

Those interested can pick up and drop 
off applications before the event at Nā‘ālehu 
Elementary School, Nā‘ālehu Ace Hardware, 
Pāhala Elementary School, Mizuno Super-
ette in Pāhala, Pāhala Gas Station, Wiki Wiki 
Mart in Nā‘ālehu, Ka‘ū Learning Academy, 

Kahuku Country 
Market in Ocean 
View, or Ocean 
View Auto Parts.

The tournament is scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, Feb. 16, from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., at the Punalu‘u Beach Park Pavilions.

Registration will be open through Feb. 
16, and at the event, from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Keiki, ages 1 to 14 years old, can fish 
form 10 a.m. until noon, with parents assist-
ing. Then a free lunch is provided for all at-
tending while judges tally. Finally, prizes for 
largest catches are awarded, and every par-
ticipant gets a prize.

For more information, call Guy En-
riques, 808-217-2253, or Wayne Kawachi, 

937-4773. See okaukakou.org.

County Recycling and 
Transfer Stations, which ac-
cept greenwaste, offer Treecy-
cling during normal business 
hours through Jan. 15 at Vol-
cano, Keaʻau, Pāhoa, Hilo, 
Kealakehe (Kailua-Kona), 
Ke‘ei, and Waimea Transfer 
Stations. Treecycling is not 
available at Miloli‘i, Ocean 
View, Pāhala, or Wai‘ōhinu.

Decorations, stands, 
lights, tinsel, and ornaments 
must be removed prior to 
treecycling.

Artificial trees and 
flocked trees cannot be 
treecycled, but may be dis-
posed of in the regular trash 
chutes.

Kadomatsu – decorations 
that are normally a combina-
tion of bamboo, pine, and 
flowers – may be treecycled.

For info or a map and di-
rections to drop-off locations, 
go to hawaiizerowaste.org/
facilities. For more on recy-
cling in Hawai‘i County, visit 
hawaiizerowaste.org or call 
the Solid Waste Division at 
961-8270.

Post Holiday 
Treecycl ing

Applications for the 11th 
Annual Keiki Fishing 
Tournament - to take place 
Saturday, Feb. 16, 2019 - will 
be available mid-January.                                                                                       
Photo from ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou

Keiki on the rocks and limu practice catch and release at the annual OKK Keiki 
Fishing Tournament.                                                         Photo by Peter Anderson

Winners of Largest Aholehole, from 2018: Desirae 
Barrios, first; Isaiah Pascubilo, second; and Hulali 
Torres, third.                             Photo by Lee McIntosh
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COmmUNiTY CALENDAR
New Year's Day Brunch, Tue., Jan. 1, 7-noon, 

Kīlauea Military Camp's Crater Rim Café, Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Menu includes: Roast 
Pork, Chicken Picata, Omelet Station, French 
Toast, Breakfast Potatoes, Rice, Patties, Bacon, 
Fresh Fruit, Cheesecake Bar w/Toppings, Brown-
ies, and Beverage. $17.95/Adult, $9.50/Child (6-11 
yrs). KMC open to all patrons and sponsored guests. 
Park entrance fees apply. 967-8356, 967-8371, 
kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Hula Voices w/Kumu Hula Leilehua Yuen, Wed., 
Jan. 2, 5-6:30pm, Volcano Art Center Gallery. De-
siree Moana Cruz moderates the talk story session. 
Free, monthly. 967-7565

Open Mic Night, Wed., Jan. 2, 6-10pm, Kīlauea Mil-
itary Camp. Call 967-8365 after 4pm to sign up and 
for details. Park entrance fees may apply. Open to 
KMC patrons and sponsored guests 21+. 967-8371, 
kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Women's Support Group, Thu., Jan. 3 and 17, 
3-4:30pm, PARENTS Inc., Nā‘ālehu. 1st and 3rd 
Thursday, monthly. Women welcome to drop in 
anytime. Free. Lindsey Miller, 333-3460, lindsey@
hawaiiparents.org

Ocean View Neighborhood Watch Mtg., Thu., Jan. 
3, 6-7pm, Ocean View Community Center. 939-
7033, ovcahi.org

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Mtg., Thu., Jan. 3, 6:30pm, Aspen 
Center. okaukakou.org

Story Time with Lindsey Miller - PARENTS, Inc., 
Fri., Jan. 4, 2:30-3:15pm, Nā‘ālehu Public Library. 
333-3460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.org

Big Island Road Runners Hilo to Volcano 50 Kilo-
meter Ultra Marathon and Team Relay, Sat., Jan. 
5, 6am, Moku Ola - Coconut Island, Hilo - parking 
area to Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Race Direc-
tor David Cotter, 339-7210, bigislandroadrunners.
org

Exhibit: From the Slopes of Two Mountains, daily, 

Sat., Jan. 5 - Sun., Feb. 10, 9-5pm, Volcano Art Cen-
ter Gallery. Features glass works of Michael Mor-
tara, Misato Mochizuki Mortara, W. Chris Lowry 
and Marianne J. Lowry. Opening reception with art-
ists Jan. 5, 5-7pm. Free; park entrance fees apply. 
volcanoartcenter.org

Art Express, Sat., Jan. 5, 10-3pm, Discovery Har-
bour Community Hall. 1st Saturday, monthly. Learn 
something new or work on a forgotten project. In-
structions on oil, acrylic, watercolor, and other me-
diums. Class size limited to 25. Meliha Corcoran 
319-8989, himeliha@yahoo.com, discoveryhar-
bour.net/art-express

Keiki Science Class, Sat., Jan. 5, 11-noon, Ace 
Hardware Stores islandwide; Nā‘ālehu, 929-9030 
and Ocean View, 929-7315. Free. 1st Saturday, 
monthly. acehardware.com

Spiritual Healing, Sat., Jan. 5, 3-4:30pm, Ocean 
View Community Center. Led by Debra Zager. 939-
7033, ovcahi.org

Sunday Clay - High Fire!, new sessions, Sundays, 
Jan. 6 - Mar. 3, no class Jan. 20. Morning session 
11:30-2:30pm, afternoon session 2:45-5:45pm, Vol-
cano Art Center's Ni‘aulani Campus. 8 week ses-
sion w/Erik Wold on potters wheel - 7 slots open per 
session - or hand-building - 2 slots open per session 
- techniques. Beginners and continuing students 
welcome. $180/VAC member, $200/non-member, 
plus $15 materials fee for 6 lbs. clay, including glaz-
es and firing. Additional clay available for purchase. 
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Ham Radio Potluck Picnic, Sun., Jan. 6, noon-2pm, 
Manukā State Park. 1st Sunday, monthly. Anyone 
interested in learning about ham radio is welcome to 
attend. View sites.google.com/site/southpointarc or 
sites.google.com/view/southhawaiiares/home. Rick 
Ward, 938-3058

Overflow 2019: Unleashing Your Untapped Po-
tential, Sun., Jan. 6, through Sat., Jan. 16, 6 p.m., 

and Sun, Jan, 13, 9:45 a.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Assembly of God. 
Seven days of prayer and fast-
ing. Music by Ola Shaw. Spe-
cial Guest Musician Ricky 
"RNB" Brown. Event features 
five guest speakers. 929-7278, 
naalehuag.org

Painting w/Peggy, Mon., Jan. 7, 
noon-3pm, Volcano Art Center's 
Ni‘aulani Campus. Monthly 
acrylic painting session, artists 
of all levels. Students bring own 
supplies and easels - suggested 
material list at margaretstan-
tonart.com. $15/VAC member, 
$20/non-member. Register at 
volcanoartcenter.org or call 
967-8222. Questions, email 
peggystanton007@yahoo.com

Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op 
Group, Mon., Jan. 7 and 21, 
1pm, Ocean View Commu-
nity Center. Parent-led home-
school activity and social 
group, building community in 
Ka‘ū. Confirm location in case 
of field trip. Laura Roberts, 
406-249-3351

Ocean View Volunteer Fire De-
partment Mtg., Mon., Jan. 7, 
4-6pm, Ocean View Communi-
ty Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Hawai‘i County Council Meet-
ings, Tue., Jan. 8 (Committees), 
Wed., Jan. 9, (Council), Hilo. 
Ka‘ū residents can partici-
pate via videoconferencing at 
Nā‘ālehu State Office Building. 
Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov

C.E.R.T. Discovery Harbour/
Nā‘ālehu, Tue., Jan. 8, 4-6pm, 
Discovery Harbour Community 
Hall. Community Emergency 
Response Team info and train-
ing scenarios. Public welcome. 
Dina Shisler, dinashisler24@
yahoo.com, 410-935-8087

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Mtg., 
Tue., Jan. 8, 6-8pm, Pāhala 
Community Center.

After Dark in the Park: Vol-
cano Awareness Month - 
Kīlauea Volcano's 2018 Low-
er East Rift Zone Eruption, Tue., Jan. 8, 7pm, 
Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. USGS HVO 
geologist Carolyn Parcheta presents. Park entrance 
fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Volcano Bay Clinic Mobile Health Unit Visits. 
Dental, Wed., Jan. 9, 8-5pm. Medical, Thu., Jan. 
31, 1-5pm. Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Must 
be Bay Clinic, Inc. patient. 333-3600 for appt. the-
coopercenter.org

Basic Stretch & Strengthening Exercise Class, 
Wed., Jan. 9, 16, and 31, 9:30-10:30am, Nā‘ālehu 
Community Center. All ages; geared toward those 
needing to maintain or increase mobility, and those 
wanting a gentle stretch. Call 969-9220 to sign up. 
Free; donations accepted.

Lau Hala - ‘Ike Hana No‘eau - Experience the 
Skillful Work - Wed., Jan. 9, 10-noon, Kīlauea 
Visitor Center lānai. Free; park entrance fees apply. 
Co-sponsored by Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Associa-
tion. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Compassionate Communication Group, Wed., 
Jan. 9 and 23, 2-3:30pm, PARENTS Inc., Nā‘ālehu. 
2nd and last Wednesday, monthly. Free. Pre-regis-
tration required. Lindsey Miller, 333-3460

Basic Stretch & Strengthening Exercise Class, 
Thu., Jan. 10, 17, & 31, 9:30-10:30am, Pāhala Se-
nior Center. All ages; geared toward those needing 
to maintain or increase mobility, and those wanting 
a gentle stretch. Call 969-9220 to sign up. Free; do-

nations accepted.
Story Time with Auntie Linda from Tūtū & Me, 

Thu., Jan. 10, 10:30-noon, Nā‘ālehu Public Library. 
929-8571

Papa ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i: Beginning Hawaiian Lan-
guage Classes w/ Kaliko Trapp, Thu., Jan. 10, 
Part V, 5-6:30pm, Part VIII, 6:30-8pm, Volcano Art 
Center's Ni‘aulani Campus. 8 week sessions focus-
ing on expanding simple vocabulary, conversation, 
grammar, and sentence structure. Some (basic for 
Part V) Hawaiian language experience preferred. 
$80/VAC member, $90/non-member. Required 
workbook for both sessions: Nā Kai ‘Ewalu, avail-
able at UH Hilo Bookstore. Hawaiian language dic-
tionary suggested. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu., Jan. 10, 
6:30pm, United Methodist Church, Nā‘ālehu. Pres. 
Berkley Yoshida, 747-0197

STOKE Screening, Thu., Jan. 10, 7-9pm, Volcano 
Art Center's Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano Village. 
Film follows Jane, a struggling tourist, who hires 
two wannabe tour guides to take her to an active 
volcano. 90 min. narrative feature shot on Hawai‘i 
Island in 2017. Rated R for language and brief nu-
dity. Directors in attendance for brief Q&A. volca-
noartcenter.org, 967-8222

PATCH Class #701, Creating Supportive Envi-
ronments I, Fri., Jan. 11, 8-11am, back pavilion, 
Punalu‘u Bakery, Nā‘ālehu. Making connection 

Movie Screening Night: Stoke
Stoke, a 90 minute narrative shot on Hawaii Island 

in 2017, will be shown at Volcano Art Center's Niʻaulani  
Campus on Thursday, Jan. 10, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The 
feature film follows Jane, a struggling tourist who hires two 
wannabe tour guides to take her to an active volcano. The 
film's directors will be in attendance to answer questions.

Stoke is the fourth film from Larkin Pictures, an 
award-winning production company located on Hawai‘i Is-
land. Stoke is currently playing at film festivals and will be 
released early 2019. For more, call 967-8222 or visit vol-
canoartcenter.org, which provides the following synopsis:

"A year after the sudden death of her fiancé, Los An-
geles litigator Jane is stuck, unable to let go and move for-
ward. Searching for clarity and closure, she makes a spon-
taneous trip to the Big Island of Hawai‘i to visit an active 
volcano.

"Upon arrival, Jane enlists the help of Dusty and Po, 
two locals pretending to run an adventure tour company. As 
the trio drive across the island en route to the volcano, an 
unexpected detour takes the group in a new direction as the 
story explores love, loss, and lava."

The flim is rated R for language and brief nudity.



Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at www.kaunewsriefs.blogspot.com

Page 9January, 2019www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.comThe Ka‘ū Calendar

JanuaryKa‘u 2019

Budget, cont. on pg. 10

between the environment, social-emotional devel-
opment, and challenging behaviors - specifically re-
lating to pre-school, home day care, etc. Sponsored 
by Tūtū & Me Traveling Preschool. No childcare 
provided. 238-3472, rhall@patch-hi.org

PATCH Class #219, Building Relationships, Fri., 
Jan. 11, noon-3pm, back pavilion, Punalu‘u Bakery, 
Nā‘ālehu. Making connection between social and 
emotional development and challenging behaviors 
- specifically relating to pre-school, home day care, 
etc. No childcare provided. 238-3472, rhall@patch-
hi.org

Free Artist in Residence Lecture and Concert w/
Celebrated Composer Glenn McClure, Fri., Jan. 
11, 6pm, Kīlauea Visitor Center. McClure is a com-
poser, educator, and data scientist. Park entrance 
fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Free Community Dance, Fri., Jan. 11, 7-10pm, 
Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Minors allowed 
with supervision only. Alcohol-free event. Variety 
of music. Coffee, tea, water, and snack provided. 
Free; donations appreciated. 967-7800, thecooper-
center.org

Pancake Breakfast & Raffle, Sat., Jan. 12, 8-11am, 
Ocean View Community Center. To volunteer, call 
939-7033, ovcahi.org

Stained Glass Basics II: Fan Lamp Project, Sat. 
& Sun., Jan. 12, 13, 19 and 20, 9-noon, Volcano 
Art Center's Ni‘aulani Campus. Claudia McCall 
provides patterns to create a finished lamp or light 
catcher at end of 4-session workshop. $90/VAC 
member, $100/non-member, plus $30 supply fee/
person. Additional $20 supply fee for lamp base 
and bulb. Limited space, pre-registration required. 
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Nā Mamo o Kāwā ʻOhana Work Day, Sat., Jan. 
12, meet 9:30am, Northern Gate, Kāwā. RSVP to 
James Akau, jakau@nmok.org, 561-9111. nmok.
org, facebook.com/namamo.kawa

Introduction to Zentangle w/Ellen O'Dunn, Sat., 
Jan. 12, 10-1pm, Volcano Art Center's Ni‘aulani 
Campus. Supplies included, no experience neces-
sary. Bring light refreshment to share. $30, plus $10 
supply fee. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Hawai‘i Health Systems Corp.'s East Hawai‘i Re-
gion Annual Public Mtg. and Forum, Sat., Jan. 
12, 1:30-2:30pm, Ka‘ū Hospital & Rural Health 

Clinic, 1 Kamani Street, Pāhala. Terry Larson, Re-
gional Board Executive Assistant, 315-7558

A Celebration of Life and Art: Honoring the 
Legacy of Dietrich Varez, Sun., Jan. 13, 1-3pm, 
Volcano Art Center's Ni‘aulani Campus. volcano-
artcenter.org, 967-8222

Free STD Testing, Mon., Jan. 14, 9-noon, Ocean 
View Community Center. Sponsored by Hawai‘i 
Department of Health. 2nd Monday, monthly. Call 
for appt. on different day or time. Teenagers 14+ do 
not need parent/guardian consent. Always confiden-
tial. Free condoms and lube. 895-4927

Discovery Harbour Volunteer Fire Dept. Mtg., 
Tue., Jan. 15, 4:30-6:30pm, Discovery Harbour 
Community Hall. 929-9576, discoveryharbour.net

After Dark in the Park: Volcano Awareness Month 
- New Insights from Kīlauea's 2018 Lower East 
Rift Zone Eruption, Tue., Jan. 15, 7pm, Kīlauea 
Visitor Center Auditorium. USGS HVO geologist 
Matt Patrick presents. Free; donations accepted. 
Park entrance fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Hawai‘i Disability Legal Services, Thu., Jan. 17, 
9-noon, Ocean View Community Center. ovcahi.
org, 939-7033

Hui ‘Ohana Parenting Education and Skills for 
Life Class, Thu., Jan. 17, 10-noon, Ocean View 
Community Center. Meets every Thursday. Free. 
Register w/ Lindsey Miller, 333-3460.

Family Reading Night, Thu., Jan. 17, 6-7pm, Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Hawai‘i's White Terns - Manu-o-Ku - an Urban 
Seabird by Susan Scott, Book Release and Presen-
tation, Thu., Jan. 17, 6:30pm, Volcano Art Center's 
Ni‘aulani Campus. Free, $5 donation suggested. 
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Lamb of God Baptist Church Revival, Thu, Fri., 
& Sat., Jan. 17-19, 7-9pm, Ocean View Community 
Association. All welcome. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Community Clean-Up at 
Kamilo, Sat., Jan. 19, contact in advance for meet 
up details. Space may be available; BYO-4WD 
welcome. Free; donations appreciated. RSVP to ka-
hakai.cleanups@gmail.com or call 769-7629.

Ocean View C.E.R.T. Mtg., Sat., Jan. 19, 10-1pm, 
Ocean View Community Center. Community 
Emergency Response Team monthly meeting and 

training. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Ocean View Community Associa-
tion Annual Members Mtg., Sat., 
Jan. 19, 12:30-1:30pm, Ocean View 
Community Center. 939-7033, ovca-
hi.org
Ham Radio Mtg., Sat., Jan. 19, 
2-3pm, Ocean View Community 
Center. ovcahi.org
Discovery Harbour Neighbor-
hood Watch Mtg., Mon., Jan. 21, 
5-6:30pm, Discovery Harbour Com-
munity Hall. 929-9576, discoveryhar-
bour.net

Hawai‘i County Council 
Mtgs., Tue., Jan. 22 (Com-
mittees), Wed., Jan. 23, 
(Council), Kona. Ka‘ū resi-
dents can participate via vid-
eoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu 
State Office Building. Agen-
das at hawaiicounty.gov

HOVE Road Maintenance 
Board Mtg., Tue., Jan. 22, 
10am, HOVE Road Mainte-
nance office. hoveroad.com, 
929-9910, gm@hoveroad.
com

The Wonderful World of 
Wine and Watercolor, Tue., 
Jan. 22, 4-7pm, Volcano Art 
Center's Ni‘aulani Campus. 
Nancy DeLucrezia shows 
how to transfer a photo onto 
watercolor paper and intro-
duces basic techniques. Par-
ticipants enjoy a sampling of 
several wines from Grapes 
store in Hilo. $30/VAC mem-
ber, $35/non-member, plus 
$17 supply fee/person. volca-
noartcenter.org, 967-8222

After Dark in the Park: 
Volcano Awareness Month 
- What Happened at the 
Summit of Kīlauea in 
2018?, Tue., Jan. 22, 7pm, 

A Celebration of Life and Art: 
Honoring the Legacy of Dietrich Varez

Sunday, Jan. 13, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Volcano Art Center 
Ni‘aulani Campus, 19-4074 Old Volcano Rd.

The public is invited to a special event in honor of Diet-
rich Varez, who carved a deep appreciation and understand-
ing of Hawaiian values and lifestyle through his art.

health fund payments to ensure all pubic ser-
vants "will receive the benefits they counted 
on while working and serving the public - in 
their retirement."

He said early childhood education can 
head off many problems, that studies show 
"investments in early education exceed the 
actual cost. If you reach students when they 
are younger, we can avoid them being crimi-

Budget, cont. from pg. 1

Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. USGS geo-
physicist Kyle Anderson presents. Free; donations 
accepted. Park entrance fees apply. 985-6011, nps.
gov/havo

Lei - ‘Ike Hana No‘eau - Experience the Skill-
ful Work, Wed., Jan. 23, 10-noon, Kīlauea Visitor 
Center lānai. Free; park entrance fees apply. Co-
sponsored by Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Association. 
985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Ka‘ū Community Children's Council, Thu., Jan. 
24, 12-1:30pm, Punalu‘u Bake Shop. Monthly 
meeting provides local forum for all community 
members to come together as equal partners to dis-
cuss and positively affect multiple systems' issues 
for the benefit of all students, families, and commu-
nities. Chad Domingo, text 808-381-2584, domin-
goc1975@yahoo.com, ccco.k12.hi.us

Thursday Night at the Center: Stories from the 
Summit, Thu., Jan. 24, 6:30-8:30pm, Volcano Art 
Center's Ni‘aulani Campus. An evening of personal 
accounts by Volcano residents from the 90 consecu-
tive days of earthquakes this past summer. Hosted 
by Volcano novelist Tom Peek. Includes tales from 
USGS HVO Scientist-in-Charge Tina Neal and oth-
ers living and working at Kīlauea's summit. Free, $5 
donation suggested. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Human Trafficking Workshop, Fri., Jan. 25, 
9:30-12:30pm, PARENTS, Inc. Office, Nā‘ālehu. 
Conducted by Melody Stone. Open to interested 
educators and community leaders: non-profit orga-
nizations, police dept., etc. Pre-registration appreci-
ated. 430-5710

Kīlauea Crisis Support Group Mtg., Sat., Jan. 26, 
10-11am, Ocean View Community Center. Drinks 
and snacks provided. Last Saturday, monthly. Spon-
sored by CARE Hawai‘i, Inc. - Team Ahā, Crisis 
Counseling Program. 329-4817

Kula Kai View Estates Annual Mtg., Sat., Jan. 26, 
10-11am, Ocean View Community Center. ovcahi.
org

Mixed Media Encaustic w/Mary Milelzcik, Sat. 
Jan. 26, 10-2:30pm, Volcano Art Center's Ni‘aulani 
Campus. $55/VAC member, $60/non-member, 
plus $25 supply fee/person. volcanoartcenter.org, 
967-8222

Mo‘olelo - Stories - of Volcano, Sat., Jan. 26, 11-
2pm, Volcano Garden Arts, 19-3834 Old Volcano 
Rd., Volcano Village. Hawaiian historian and sto-
ryteller Kepa Maly shares traditions and history of 
Kīlauea and the lands upon which Pele dances in the 

Pu‘ulena wind. $35/person, lunch included. Limited 
space. Register w/Volcano Community Foundation, 
volcanocommunity@gmail.com, 885-1011

Ka‘ū and Kealakehe Athletics Bowling Afternoon 
Fundraiser, Sat., Jan. 26, 2-4pm and 4:30-6:30pm, 
KB Xtreme, Kailua-Kona. 16 lanes per session - up 
to 6 players per lane. $400 donation per lane per 
2-hr session. Pupu plater included  and special priz-
es awarded to registered players. Talk story, $20 per 
person, seating limited, with special guest Retired 
NFL referee Bob McElwee in Karaoke Room. Pro-
ceeds go to support athletics departments at Ka‘ū 
and Kealakehe High Schools. Bowlers must rent/
bring their own shoes. Hosted by Friends of Keal-
akehe & Ka‘ū Athletics. Call or text John to register, 
345-2210

Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tue., Jan. 29, 11:30-1pm, St. 
Jude's Episcopal Church in Ocean View.

Kōkua Kupuna Project, Wed., Jan. 30, 9-11am, St. 
Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Monthly. 
Seniors 60 years & older encouraged to attend, 
ask questions, and inquire about services offered 
through Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i - referral 
required, 961-8626 for free legal services. Under 
60, call 1-800-499-4302. More info: tahisha.de-
spontes@legalaidhawaii.org, 329-3910 ext. 925. 
legalaidhawaii.org

Craft Class, Thu., Jan. 31, 9:30-10:30am, PAR-
ENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. For keiki 2-12 years old and 
caregivers. Free. 333-3460, lindsey@hawaiipar-
ents.org

Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, Thu., Jan. 31, 
4-6pm, Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Free com-
munity dinner for all. Additional packaged goods to 
take home for those in need. Donations and volun-
teers encouraged. 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org
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First Nāʻālehu Christmas Parade Lights Up the Dark

NU PEPA NA‘ALEHU
A Christmas Lighting Parade for Nāʻālehu drew 

community groups and businesses the night of Satur-
day, Dec. 15, to Hwy 11 at sunset.

Miss Kaʻū Coffee and various members of her 
court rode past crowds, who lined the parade route. 
WikiWiki Mart, B&E Propane, Volcano Celebrate 
Recovery - a group fighting addiction - Ka‘ū Val-
ley Farms, Ocean View Auto Parts, Ka‘ū Auto Shop, 
Boys and Girls Club, Discovery Harbour Volun-
teer Fire Engines, Ka‘ū Multicultural Society, and 
various church groups were also part of the parade. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER
2 adjacent lots on 10th above Ruby in Volcano's Mauna Loa 
Estates, Wooded. Totals 1 acre. Email volcanolisa@hotmail.
com for more info.

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, 
doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich 
Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty 
Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-
8112, 936-8623.

CLAssiFiED

Lights and people fill the street.                              Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

The lights of Christmas in Nāʻālehu, with Miss Kaʻū Coffee Reishalyn Kekoa-Jara enjoying 
the sunset and the holiday cheer from the community on curbsid     Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Kaʻū Valley Farms Tractor makes traction along Hwy 11.
Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

B&E Propane sends a lighter penguin character 
down Hwy 11.                  Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

nals and other activities that take value from 
our community." He said the state plans to 
add 22 classrooms to schools for early child-
hood services, through building new ones or 
renovating existing spaces.

The proposed operating budget is 
$150.47B for 2019-2020 and $150.7B for 
2020-2021. He is requesting General Funds 
of $8.046B for 2019-2020 and $8.295B for 
2020-2021. His Capital Budget is $2.92B for 
2019-2020 and $1.48B for 2020-2021.

The budget focuses on the following for 

fiscal years 2019-20 and 2020-21:
EDUCATION with $3M for the School 

Innovation Fund under the Weighted Student 
Formula; $6M for school facility repair and 
maintenance contracts; more than $400M for 
public school infrastructure improvements 
such as expanding capacity schools, and 
compliance with equity, health, and safety 
requirements; $200K for additional staff and 
facilities to expand and support the Early 
Learning Program; and $14.3M in capital 
funds for renovations for pre-kindergarten 
classrooms, statewide. 

HIGHER EDUCATION 
programs to make it more af-
fordable through Early College 
and Hawai‘i Promise programs 
with $1.5M; $1.5M to support 
Early College; $19M to expand 
the Hawai‘i Promise program 
to all UH four-year institutions; 
$700,000 to expand Hawai‘i 
Promise within the commu-
nity college system; $2.1M (FY 
20) and 

$2.2M (FY 21) for graduate assistant stipend 
increases; $128M in capital funding over 
two years to renew, improve and modernize 
facilities, statewide; and $14.5M (FY 21) for 
capital renewal and deferred maintenance at 
community colleges, statewide.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING with $315 
million spent over the next two years: $50M 
(FY 20) and $25M (FY21) for the Dwelling 
Unit Revolving Fund; $200M for the Rental 
Housing Revolving Fund; $40M for Dept. of 
Hawaiian Homelands lot development proj-
ects, statewide.

HOMELESSNESS with $35M in state 
funds for homelessness programs: $1.9M for 
housing subsidies to keep families from fall-
ing into homelessness; $3.75M for Housing 
First – including mental health and addiction 
services; $3.75M to move families out of 
shelters; $510,000 over two years for per-
manent deputy sheriff positions for security 
support in homeless operations; and $5M for 
homeless property storage.

SUSTAINABLE HAWAI‘I with $3.9 
million in gener-
al funds over two 
years for Sustainable 
Hawai‘i initiatives: 
$103,908 (FY 20) and 
$207,816 (FY 21) – 

four positions – Hawai‘i Interagency Bios-
ecurity Plan; $2M for the Hawai‘i Invasive 
Species Council. $7.5M (FY 20) and $5M 
(FY 21) Agricultural Loan Revolving Fund; 
$5.5M (FY 20) and $4.9M (FY 21) for wa-
tershed protection and $13.1M for irrigation 
system improvements.

The budget will go before the state leg-
islature for discussion, adjustments, and vot-
ing. Said Ige, "This budget aligns our values 
and priorities with action – doing things the 
right way to achieve the best outcome. I ex-
pect my proposed budget to be fully debated, 
and through this process we will achieve the 
best outcome for the people of Hawai‘i."

Budget, cont. from pg. 9

Trailers, tractors, cars, and trucks were festooned with lights.
The parade was organized by Kaʻū Roping & Riding Asso-

ciation, which also hosts local rodeos and takes care of Nāʻālehu 
Rodeo Grounds.

Spokesperson Tammy Ka‘apana said she hopes it will be an 
annual event and that riders on horseback will also become part 
of the Christmas parade.

After the parade, participants lined up their floats and ve-
hicles at Nāʻālehu Community Ball Park to remove lights, and 
join onlookers for free chili and rice in Nāʻālehu Community 
Center.
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KAHUKU TO miLOLi‘i
Hawaiian Ranchos Road Maintenance Corp. Board Issues Settled

Conflict over control of Hawaiian 
Ranchos Road Maintenance Corp. settled 
on Saturday, Dec. 15, when more than 300 
Ranchos property owners voted to return 
three incumbents to three positions on the 

board of the non-profit. In past votes, a lit-
tle over 200 votes were typically received, 
but an unprecedented 309 votes were cast 
on one issue.

The three incumbents, whose terms 
had expired, were re-elected. Sterling Qui-

Phillis May, President of Ranchos
Road Maintenance Corp. 

er, the Vice President, and Board Member, 
Mike Gerbo, each received 90% of the 
votes, while the Secretary, Linda Somers, 
received 87% of the votes cast. A vote 
to add two new gates to beef up security 

for the subdivision drew 185 
"Yes" votes and 124 "No" 
votes. The Board's proposed 
budget and 2019 Road Work 
Plan were both approved, 
with 259 votes and 260 votes 
respectively.

Also on the ballot were 
six members who held their 
own unofficial election in July 
and proclaimed to be the "new 
board." They each received 
less than 12% of the vote. 
This election supersedes the 
unofficial election.

The election was presided 
over by Nadine Ebert, the sec-

retary of the non-profit volunteer support 
organization ‘O Kaʻū Kākou in Pāhala. 
The ballots were either mailed to Ebert 
ahead of time, or presented at the meeting. 
Ebert and Somers together verified the va-
lidity of the votes and counted the votes. 

Ebert read the results.
The measure to in-

stall two new gates drew 
the closest tally of votes, 
with about 60% of the 
voters favoring the addi-
tion of two new gates. The 
board will authorize a gate 
committee and a feasibil-
ity study, the meeting was 
told.

President Phillis May, 
who ran the meeting, told 
the gathering of an esti-
mated 80 members that 
the organization "never had such a high 
turnout." 

Owners of 1,200 three-
acre lots in Ocean View found 
themselves without funds 
when Bank of Hawaiʻi froze 
their accounts after a group 
claimed to be the "new board" 
and demanded to be given 
control of the funds. See 
Kaʻū News Briefs, Saturday, 
Dec. 15, at kaunewsbriefs.
blogspot.com.

On Dec. 2, a front page 

account by reporter Max 
Dible appeared in West 
Hawaiʻi Today under the 
headline Rough roads in Ran-
chos, subtitled Funds frozen 
as groups grapple for con-
struction control. On Dec. 7, 
an op-ed piece ran, entitled 
Frozen bank account unfairly 
punishes Ranchos residents, 
by Annie Bosted.

Many attendees at the 
meeting added their signa-
tures to a petition to the bank 
asking for the accounts to be 

unfrozen. The petition had 108 signatures 
as of Dec. 18, according to Bosted.

With funds frozen, the Ranchos security gate remained unrepaired 
until volunteers stepped up to fix it.               Photo by Annie Bosted

Feral Pigs Causing Concern
Manuka State Park, on the 

Kona side of Ocean View, is one of 
the state parks where feral pigs are 
causing concern for the public and 
state Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources.

Dean Takebayashi, Hawaiʻi 
Island superintendent of the DLNR 
Division of State Parks, told John Burnett of Hawaiʻi Tribune Herald, in a Dec. 3 article, 
that officials are aware of the feral pig problem at Big Island state parks. He said DLNR 
has been working with Division of Forestry and Wildlife, land owners, and other agen-
cies "to come up with solutions."

Reports in-
clude pigs, un-
afraid, being fed 
by the public. 
Burnett men-
tions that pigs 
can become pro-
tective of their 
piglets and ag-
gressive toward 
humans. 

Takebayashi 
said, "Although 
we have not had 
any reports of 
injury related to 
aggressive feral 
pigs in our parks, 
it would be most 
prudent to retreat 
from where the 
pigs are."

Feral pigs.                                 Photo from yourdiscovery.com
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ENERgY & sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U
HELCO Proposes 3.4 Percent Rate Hike for Eruption Repairs

TPL Urges Congress: Bring Back Land & Water Conservation Fund

The proposed sewer fee hike gained 
traction at the County Council in December. 
Sewer charges in Kaʻū are limited to the old 
plantation housing camps in Nāʻālehu and 
Pāhala. Those hooked up are paying $30 ev-
ery two months for the county to maintain 
sewage lines and gang cesspools until they 
are replaced, as required by the federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency. Those fees 
would go up to match countywide fees when 
the new treatment plants are completed.

HELCO, pg. 14

Hawaiʻi Electric Light Co. proposes a 
rate increase of 3.4 percent. The hike pro-
posed to the state Public Utilities Commis-
sion would increase, to begin late next year, 
to the state Public Utilities Commission. The 
hike would increase the typical residential 
bill of 500 kilowatt-hours on Hawaiʻi Island 
by $8.21 per month, according to HELCO. 
The increase would earn HELCO an extra 
$13.4 million per year.

A statement from HELCO released Dec. 
14 says the extra income is needed to help 
pay for repairing damages from the Kīlauea 
eruption this year. The money, says HELCO, 
would also be used to increase operations at 

power plants to offset loss 
of electricity generated by 
Puna Geothermal Ventures 
plant, which was partially 
covered by lava.

PGV officials said 
they hope to reopen their 
geothermal plant, which 
accounted for some 30 per-
cent of the electricity used 
by HELCO customers.

According to HELCO, 
"Until the Kīlauea eruption 
shut down the Puna Geothermal Venture 
(PGV) facility, Hawai‘i Island led the state 

in the use of renewable energy, increasing 
from 35 percent in 2010 to 63 percent in the 
first quarter of 2018. Even without PGV, 

Hawai‘i Electric Light continues to be a 
renewable energy leader, with wind, hydro-
electricity, and solar generating nearly half 
the island's electricity."

With the rate increase, HELCO stated, 
it would upgrade the power grid to be able 
to receive more renewable energy, including 
more rooftop solar from the 12,000 custom-
ers that installed it.

Grid modernization would include in-
stalling fault indicators to pinpoint outages 
faster and detect problems ahead of service 
interruption. HELCO would also trim and 
remove more invasive albizia trees. The 

Others hooked up around the island pay 
$54 every two months. The proposal island-
wide is to hike the fee to $42 per month in 
March, with incremental increases until the 
fee reaches $55 per month in March of 2021. 
The increased fees would bring some $17 
million over three years to the county, mak-
ing it less dependent on outside funding.

The proposal faces two additional read-
ings and votes by the County Council before 
it would become law.

Sewer Fee Charges May Increase

 Trust for Public Land, which has 
helped conserve coastal lands in Kaʻū and 
public lands nationwide, sent out an end-of-
year message: "Everyone who cares about 
public lands and access to the outdoors has 
been dealt a blow when Congress failed to 
renew the Land and Water Conservation 

Fund. The Fund has supported the protec-
tion of millions of acres of precious lands 
over half a century." TPL noted the funding 
was available "without costing tax payers a 
dime."

Established in 1965, the fund received 
fees paid to the federal Bureau of Ocean 

Energy Management, Regulation, and En-
forcement from companies drilling offshore 
for oil and gas. It provided funds and match-
ing grants for acquisition and easements of 
land and water.

Some of that funding helped purchase 
Honuʻapo, Kāwā, and the Great Crack area.

TPL said, "Congress could have acted 
to protect even more parks, forests, beaches, 
and trails by reauthorizing the LWCF, but 
instead they... allowed this essential pro-
gram for public lands to expire completely. 
This is an outrage. We are facing an uphill 

Lava approaching Puna Geothermal Venture in May. The facility es-
caped being entirely covered by lava, but remains closed. USGS photo

Land & Water, pg. 16
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Hui Mālama Ola Nā ʻŌiwi Grows with a Medical Team

Public Invited to Speak Up on Kaʻū Health Needs
The public can speak on Kaʻū Hos-

pital & Rural Health Clinic, health needs, 
and health care planning for Kaʻū. Hawaiʻi 
Health Systems Corp.'s East Hawaiʻi Region 
annual public meeting and forum will take 
place Saturday, Jan. 12, from 1:30 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Kaʻū Hospital, 1 Kamani Street, 
in Pāhala.

An overview of the operations and fi-
nancial condition of all facilities, including 
Kaʻū and Hilo hospitals, as well as a view 
toward the future, will be presented. Ample 
time will be available for community mem-
bers to share their perspectives and concerns 
regarding access to health care services, said 
a statement from Hawaiʻi Health Systems.

Hui Mālama will expand its health 
services to include medical and behav-
ioral health programs on Hawaiʻi Island. 
With mobile trips across the island to be-
gin this year, the medical team will bring 
health screenings and services to under-
served and remote areas like Kaʻū, with 
focus on Native Hawaiian communities. 
A medical site is planned to open in Hilo 
in spring.

Joining the Hui Mālama staff are: 
Kaʻohimanu Dang Akiona, MD; Gaku 
Yamaguchi, MD; Ikaika Moreno, MSN, 

Fundraiser: CPR Machine for Kaʻū Hospital
ʻO Kaʻū Kākou is fundraising to purchase an automated CPR machine, known as a 

thumper, for Kaʻū Hospital. The $15,000 machine would be used in the emergency depart-
ment, where manpower can be in short supply. CPR can be exhausting, and this device allows 
providers to be hands-free and focus on other life-saving procedures, says the announcement 
from OKK.

"For a small, rural hospital such as ours," says OKK, "this device can make a huge dif-
ference. Mahalo for any donations!"

Contact OKK president Wayne Kawachi at 808-937-4773, okaukakou.org@gmail.com, 
or throughfacebook/com/okaukakou. Donation checks can be sent to PO Box 365, Pāhala, 
HI 96777.

Dr. Daniel Belcher, Chair of the East 
Hawaiʻi Regional Board of HHSC, said, 
"I would like to encourage everyone who 
has an interest in our hospitals and regional 

health system to bring your questions and 
concerns to this meeting."

For more information, contact Terry 
Larson, Regional Board Executive Assistant 
at 315-7558.

NP-C; Donna Dennerlein, LCSW; and Stacy 
Haumea, RD, CDE. See photo.

Executive Director Louis Hao said, "We 
are in a time of hoʻihoʻi, a time to replenish, 
restore, renew, and rebuild. It has been a vi-
sion of ours to reestablish medical services. 
There is a need in the community for these 
services. We strive to help make the commu-
nity healthier and appreciate the opportunity 
to serve our people."

Hui Mālama is one of five Native Ha-
waiian Health Care Systems in the state of 
Hawaiʻi established under the federal Na-

tive Hawaiian Healthcare Improvement Act 
of 1988. Hui Mālama aims to address health 
disparities of the Native Hawaiian popula-
tion and also services the public. "We are 
open to everybody. This is just the begin-
ning of something bigger; more services to 

Louis Hao; Gaku Yamaguchi, MD; Kaʻohimanu Dang 
Akiona, MD; Noelani Scott; Donna Dennerlein, LCSW; 
Stacy Haumea, RD, CDE; Ikaika Moreno, MSN, NP-C.
Photo from Hui Mālama

Hui Mālama, pg. 16
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Makaʻala, a male ʻAlalā released in 
2017, was found dead on Thursday, Dec. 
6, in Puʻu Makaʻala Natural Area Reserve. 
The ʻAlalā Project's Facebook post noted 
that the endemic Hawaiian crow was one of 
only 21 living in the wild, all of them raised 
in captivity. 

Makaʻala was under a tree root, cov-
ered by vegetation, with severe wounds to 
his body, according to a preliminary nec-
ropsy by San Diego Zoo Global's Disease 
Investigations Team. The wounds may have 
been due to a predatory attack, followed by 
scavenging.

Researchers with The ʻAlalā Project 
monitor the birds every day and track their 

Fee Free Days and Nēnē Protection at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park an-

nounced its 2019 fee-free days, along with 
a statement about the closure of an area to 
protect nēnē, endangered Hawaiian geese.

Pu‘u Pua‘i Overlook and parking lot 
are temporarily closed, to protect breeding 
and nesting nēnē. The gate is secured at the 
entrance to Pu‘u Pua‘i parking lot. Visitors 
can hike about 0.4 miles of Devastation 
Trail from the Devastation Trail parking lot 
to a trail sign marking the closure.

In 1952, only 30 nēnē remained state-
wide. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park 

location using radio transmitters. Makaʻala 
was last seen by staff on Dec. 5, and his ra-
dio transmitter emitted a weak signal on the 
morning of Dec. 6. Later that day, at 2:30 
p.m., a mortality sensor on the radio trans-
mitter was triggered, allowing staff to track 
the transmitter signal and find Makaʻala's 
body.

Rachel Kingsley, Education and Out-
reach Specialist for The ʻAlalā Project, said, 
"There is always uncertainty regarding the 
outcomes of any reintroduction effort. Hav-
ing mortalities occur is always a challenging 
outcome but can be expected and is an op-
portunity for us to learn some lessons about 
the threats to these birds. This is especially 
true for species like ‘Alalā, that have been 
in captivity for longer periods of time and 
have no experienced wild ʻAlalā to learn 
from during their development."

Bryce Masuda, Program Manager from 
the San Diego Zoo Global's Hawai‘i Endan-
gered Bird Conservation Program, said, "It's 
important that we have had such a success-
ful conservation breeding program, because 
it gives us the flexibility to continue work-
ing and adapting our approaches in order to 
support a successful long-term recovery."

A full necropsy is being performed to 
help learn any additional details about the 
cause of death. It is possible that it will be 
inconclusive as to the species responsible 

began efforts to recover 
the imperiled geese in the 
1970s. The Nēnē Recov-
ery Program continues 
today, and more than 200 
birds thrive in the park.

Entrance fee-free days 
for 2019 include: Monday, 
January 21 – Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day; Sat-
urday, April 20 – Start of 
National Park Week/Ju-
nior Ranger Day; Sunday, 

August 25 – National Park 
Service Anniversary; Sat-
urday, September 28 – Na-
tional Public Lands Day; 
and Monday, November 11 
– Veterans Day.

Acting Superintendent 
Ben Hayes says, "Mahalo 
nui loa for the public's 

support during a very eventful year. We are 
all looking forward to welcoming our visi-
tors… and opening more areas as we con-
tinue recovery efforts in 2019. We are ex-
cited to extend fee-free days in 2019, and we 
invite everyone to come and explore the re-
markable changes that occurred in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park during 2018."

Hawai‘i Volcanoes normally charges 
$25 per vehicle, $20 per motorcycle, and 
$12 per pedestrian or bicycle. The receipt 
is good for seven days; camping and back-
country fees still apply.

for this incident. However, threats to ‘Alalā 
include introduced mammals like feral 
cats and mongoose, natural predators such 
as ‘Io, Hawaiʻi's only endemic Hawaiian 
hawk, and intra-group conflict with other 
released ‘Alalā.

In 2017, 11 ʻAlalā were reintroduced 
into Pu‘u Maka‘ala 
Natural Area Re-
serve, where they 
have been thriving. 
In September and 
October of this year, 
10 more birds – split 
into two smaller 
groups – were re-
leased from a differ-
ent location within 
the reserve.

An earlier rein-
troduction attempt 
was halted in 2016 
because of challeng-
es posed by winter 
storms and preda-
tion on ʻAlalā by 
ʻIo. Since then, con-
certed reintroduction 
efforts, funded by the 
State of Hawaiʻi Department of Land and 
Natural Resources, San Diego Zoo Global, 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, have 

addressed those challenges by revising the 
release strategy.

Jackie Gaudioso-Levita, DLNR Wild-
life Biologist and ‘Alalā Project Coordi-
nator, said, "These changes have included 
changing the timing of release to avoid win-
ter storms, changing the release site loca-

tions through a site 
ranking process, re-
leasing a socialized 
group of both sexes, 
and enhancing the 
antipredator training 
program to teach the 
released birds how 
to better respond to 
predators like ʻIo."

Although care-
fully designed mea-
sures were imple-
mented to address 
potential threats to 
released birds, there 
are many factors 
involved that can 
affect success. Re-
covering the ʻAlalā 
in the wild will take 
many years and the 

‘Alalā Project remains committed to a future 
where ʻAlalā fly freely among the forests of 
Hawaiʻi Island.

For more on The ʻAlalā 
Project, visit dlnr.hawaii.gov/
alalaproject.

Endangered ʻAlalā Living in the Wild Found Dead

An adult nēnē flaps its wings in 
the rain at Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park.

Photo from NPS/Janice Wei

Twenty captive-raised ʻAlalā remain living in the 
wild.                   Photo from ʻAlalā  Project Facebook

HELCO, cont. from pg. 12
statement said recent trimming led 
to a 50 percent reduction in out-
ages caused by vegetation during 
the last five years.

HELCO also seeks to put 
Waiau hydroelectric plant back 
online, with repairs and upgrades 
that would double capacity. The 
company would upgrade, repair, 
and replace other equipment for 
more reliability, and enhance cy-
bersecurity to keep the grid secure 
and customer information safe, ac-
cording to the HELCO proposal.
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Humpbacks, cont. from pg. 1

PONC, cont. from pg. 2
easy. Yes, I do support the reduction… I 
think two percent is just too much on our 
limited funds."

County Council Chairman Aaron 
Chung contended that PONC "is wreaking 
havoc on our county budget. It will also 
at some point result in a tax increase. If 
you like tax increases, then keep it at two 
percent."

Commissioner Christopher Roehrig 
said, "It's up to the council if they want to 
appropriate more – they're not locked into 
doing one percent… If they saw this great 
piece of property and they wanted to buy 

it, they can buy it… Nothing is stopping 
them."

The next steps for the proposed Char-
ter Amendment is a first reading and vote 
before the commission, a public hearing, 
a second commission reading, and consid-
eration by the County Council. The coun-
cil can offer alternatives, but can't stop the 
measure from proceeding.

Reducing the two percent of property 
taxes that pay for buying properties for 
preservation on Hawaiʻi Island is likely to 
become a question on the 2020 election 
ballot.

summer. 
The annual humpback whale count 

documents the decline, as scientists re-
cord fewer whale songs. Crew members 
on watch from ships coming in and out of 
Hawaiian waters report fewer sightings. See 
more on the decline in Nov. 29 Kaʻū News 
Briefs.

See the new NOAA website for infor-
mation, resources, and registration at ocean-
count.org.

Humpback whales are protected by 
state and federal governments. Approaching 
humpbacks on or in the water within 100 
yards or within 1,000 feet by air is illegal.

Edward Lyman, Large Whale En-
tanglement Response Coordinator for the 

sanctuary, said "Collisions between whales 
and vessels occur annually, presenting seri-
ous risks to boaters as well as the whales. 
Whale calves are particularly vulnerable 
because they are difficult to see and surface 
more often."

The Hawaiian Islands Large Whale En-
tanglement Response Network, a commu-
nity-based effort led by the sanctuary, sup-
ports large whale response efforts statewide 
under the authorization of NOAA Fisheries. 
The network involves many state and feder-
al agencies, including Hawaiʻi Department 
of Land and Natural Resources, NOAA 
Fisheries Pacific Islands Regional Office, 
and the U.S. Coast Guard, as well as private 
non-governmental organizations, fisher-
men, researchers, and other individuals.

Humpback whales can also get en-
tangled in fishing gear, which can result in 
starvation, physical trauma and infections, 
and may contribute to vessel strikes since 
the animals are less mobile.

When seeing an injured or entangled 
marine mammal, keep a safe and legal dis-
tance and call NOAA's Marine Mammal 
Stranding and Entanglement Hotline at 888-
256-9840 or the U.S. Coast Guard on VHF 
channel 16 immediately. When reporting 
a vessel coming too close to a whale, call 
the NOAA Fisheries Enforcement Hotline 
at 800-853-1964 or email respectwildlife@
noaa.gov. Additional guidelines and safety 
tips can be found at hawaiihumpbackwhale.

noaa.gov/res/ocean_etiquette.html.
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 

National Marine Sanctuary is administered 
by a partnership of NOAA's Office of Na-
tional Marine Sanctuaries and the state of 

Hawaiʻi through the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources. The sanctuary 
works to protect humpback whales and their 
habitat through research, education, conser-
vation, and stewardship.

Humpback numbers in Hawaiian waters have 
declined in recent years. Scientists theorize they 
may be going to other warm waters due to changes 
in their Alaskan food supplies. Photo from NOAA
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expand and offer more comprehensive health 
care," said Hao.

Noelani Scott, Medical Program Man-
ager for Hui Mālama, explained the vision. 
"Our health education programs have existed 
for 27 years... Expanding the services of-
fered to include medical services, behavioral 
health, nutrition, and health education classes 
will allow us to complete the circle of care for 
our patients."

The medical program is rolling out in 
phases. In January, free medical and behav-
ioral health screenings are offered in Hilo on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 8:30 
a.m. to noon. Free screenings are offered for 
both medical and behavioral health services; 
insurance not required, donations accepted. 
To make an appointment, call 969-9220. For 
more information, visit hmono.org.

Hui Mālama, cont. from pg. 13

Christmas Décor Brightens 
the Night in Ocean View

Seriously shopping after Christmas, to 
amplify the celebration in his community, is 
the mission of Kaider Houvener, of Ocean 
View. His budget is cash from a grateful 
community that makes donations to help 

expand Houvener's famed display of Christ-
mas decorations on the corner of Lehua and 
Palm.

Houvener, whose day job is running 
South Point U Cart, and his wife, Michelle, 
have an increasingly 
important Christmas 
role in the communi-
ty. In their yard, they 
create the jaw-drop-
ping display of all 
the Christmas motifs 
from a nativity scene 
through candy and 
nutcrackers, to stars, 
Santas, and lights, 
lights, lights.

Houvener told 
The Kaʻū Calen-
dar that they began 
their traffic-stopping 
decorations 12 years 
ago, and each year 
they add more and 
more. Recently, a 
neighbor built a do-
nation box so their 
neighbors can show 
their appreciation with 
spare change. The box 
is always well stuffed with generous contri-
butions from the crowds that make the Hou-
vener yard a Christmas destination.

The day after Christmas, Houvener 
collects up the cash, which may amount to 
hundreds of dollars, and, taking advantage 
of post-Christmas sales, he scours the stores 

A wee view of an acre of Christmas lights and scenes at the corner of Lehua and Palm in Ocean View. 
With donations from neighbors, the Houvener family expands its show each year.      Photo by Peter Bosted

As the shutdown continues, Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes keeps its main gate open, without 
admission fees. Non-profits and Park busi-
ness partners step up to help visitors.

Should the shutdown roll through weeks 
in January, it would be difficult to keep the 
park open without funding, said park of-
ficials. However, just before the New Year, 
Mayor Harry Kim and Hawaiʻi County were 
expecting to commit money to assist Hawai`i 
Volcanoes. The state and its Hawaiʻi Tourism 
Authority also considered assisting, as it did 
for the Arizona Memorial on Oʻahu.

Open at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park are: Volcano Art Center Gallery; Vol-
cano House hotel, restaurants, and stores; 
Kīlauea Theatre; KMC accommodations, 
restaurant, store, and lounge; and Kīlauea 
Visitor Center displays and its Hawaiʻi Pa-
cific Parks Association bookstore. Hawaiʻi 
Pacific Parks staff members keep the Visitor 
Center open 9 .am. to 5 p.m. every day.

Also open are Kīlauea Visitor Cen-
ter picnic tables and restrooms; Crater Rim 
Drive from Park entrance to KMC; Crater 
Rim Trail between Volcano House and KMC; 
Steam Vents and Sulfur Banks; Mauna Loa 
Road to Kīpukapuaulu (vehicles not permit-
ted past the gate at Kīpukapuaulu); Mauna 
Loa Road to Mauna Loa Lookout – pedes-
trians and bicyclists only; Kīpukapuaulu day 
use picnic area (no trash or custodial services 
– pack it in, pack it out only); Kīpukapuaulu 
and trail; and Ka‘ū Desert Trail to the Foot-
prints shelter and exhibit.

The rest of the park is closed, including 

Shutdown, cont. from pg. 6

for the best deals and buys what ever it 
takes to make next year's display even more 
astounding.

Their reward? Seeing smiles on the fac-
es of the keiki. As parents of seven children, 

the Houveners know exactly what makes 
kids, and their families, love Christmas, as 
evidenced by the hundreds of cars that stop 
by each December.

Houvener quit counting the number of 
lights he displays 
on strings when he 
passed 10,000. He 
has never counted 
all the lights on the 
reindeer, the 15-
foot star, or other 
Christmas wonders. 
He has 27 blow-ups 
and a Santa per-
forming hula on de-
mand. Each season, 
he judiciously ar-
ranges and juggles 
his vast collection 
to make the most of 
every square foot in 
his one-acre yard. 
Living off the grid, 
he is rapidly reach-
ing the limit of how 
much electricity he 

can produce to power 
the dazzling display, 
so a bigger generator 

is on his wish list.
Houvener also told The Kaʻū Calendar 

that it takes him about four weeks to set up. 
He turns on the lights the day after Thanks-
giving. It will take him and his 13-year-old 
daughter about four weeks to take down all 
the decorations that the Houveners display. 

Kaider Houvener works at South Point U Cart and 
lives off grid but lights up Ocean View with acres of
Christmas scenes each year.   Photo by Annie Bosted

battle against some members of congress 
and their allies, who don't see the value in 
the LWCF. We need to keep the pressure on 
and fight tooth and nail to get the LWCF re-
established, because if we don't, the future 
of spectacular landscapes and parks will re-
main at risk."

The LWCF issue is expected to come 
up with the new congress taking its seat 
this month. See tpl.org for more on land 
conservation.

the Kahuku Unit near Ocean View, Chain of 
Craters Road, Escape Road, all campgrounds, 
and all backcountry areas.


