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Learn All About Kaʻū, Perched on Living Volcanoes

Nāʻālehu Theatre may be donated to the County of Hawaiʻi. The Baltimore Sun, 
newspaper of the hometown of the Weinberg Foundation, which owns the property, 
broke the story in December. The historic theater's history includes showing movies 
to plantation workers and soldiers living in Kaʻū during World War II, and concerts by 
famed performers, from Uncle George Naʻope to Big Brother and the Holding Com-
pany. It has been the target of numerous attempts for community members to lease or 
buy and restore the building.

The adjacent Nāʻālehu Shopping Center was recently purchased from Weinberg 
by the family of Duane Kurisu, who said he supports renovation and preservation of 
the theater. The county is expected to meet with Weinberg representatives sometime 
in early 2020.

Baltimore Sun writer Hallie Miller quotes Weinberg director of marketing and 
communications, Craig Demchack. He said, "The Weinberg Foundation is now in 
the process of gifting the theater to the county. Demchak said discussions about the 
theater began with Hawaiʻi County Mayor Harry Kim in 2018."

He told Baltimore Sun, "It was clear to the Weinberg Foundation that the commu-
nity would benefit from and prefer to have ownership of – and therefore control over 
– Nāʻālehu Theatre and its future. The Foundation is eager to execute the necessary 
documents with the County to complete this transaction... [and] is pleased to resolve 
this real estate matter in a manner that wholly benefits the local community and puts 
the community in control of the building.

January is Volcano Awareness Month 
and Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park 
will host After Dark in the Park talks and 
guided hikes with U.S. Geologic Survey 
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory scientists 
all month. In addition, the Park continues 
its tradition of sharing Hawaiian culture, 
stewardship programs and opportunities to 
explore the Kahuku Unit throughout Janu-
ary 2020. Events are free, but entrance fees 
may apply. Some programs are co-spon-
sored by Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park and Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Volcano Awareness Month, pg. 9

American Survey: Ocean View Grows Fastest

Senior Housing: Twenty-Four Unit with Garden Available in Pāhala

(120 m) of lava. Delve into the secrets of 
Kīlauea. Discover how fountains of lava 
from the giant brick-red cone, Pu‘u Pua‘i, 
jetted up 1,900 feet (579 m) in 1959 and 
left behind a 50-foot (15 m) bathtub ring 
of lava residue on the crater walls. Moder-
ately difficult with an elevation gain of 400 
feet (120 m).

Transitions: What's next for HVO and 
the volcanoes it monitors?, Tuesday, Jan. 
7, 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Audito-
rium. This presentation will be repeated at 

****ECRWSS
Postal Boxholder

Also in this issue: P2 Business * P3 Pāhala 
* P4 Star Map * P5 Sports Report * P6 
Youth & Community * P8 Calendar 
* P10 Nā‘ālehu * P11 Kahuku * P12 
Energy & Sustainability * P13 Health * 
P14 Volcano 

Senior housing in Pāhala, operated 
by the state Hawaiʻi Housing Authority, is 
nearly renovated and is open for applicants. 
By the time renovations are completed, 
there will be 24 units - 16 studio and eight 
one-bedroom for those 62 and older, and 
those of any age with disabilities.

Rent is 30 percent of income. A per-
son whose only income is $800 from so-
cial security, for example, would pay $240 
a month including electricity and water. 
The highest rent, including electricity and 
water, is a flat rate of $865 for studios and Senior Housing, pg. 8

The county may soon have control over the historic Nāʻālehu Theatre.         Photo by Peter Aderson

Nāʻālehu Theatre Offered to County

Hawaiian Ocean View Eststes grew 
the most of Kaʻū towns, according to a 
five-year American Survey released by 
the U.S. Census bureau in December. The 
estimates compare changes in populations 
of 42 Hawaiʻi Island towns from 2014 to 
2018. All towns in Kaʻū showed a popula-
tion increase.

The estimates show 26.49 percent 
population growth in HOVE, from 3,747 
to 4,891, an increase of 1,144 people. The 
estimated increase in Pāhala is 25.5 per-
cent, from 1,396 to 1,804, an addition of 
408 people. Volcano is close behind, with 
an increase of 21.93 percent, from 2,582 
to 3,218, an increase of 636 people. The 
estimated increase in Waiʻōhinu is shown 
as 21.37 percent, an increase of 56 people, 
from 234 to 290. Discovery Harbour's es-
timated population increase is 21.04 per-

cent, from 923 to 1,140, an addition of 
217 people. Nāʻālehu showed the smallest 
increase in population, at only 3.56 per-
cent, an increase of 34 people, from 938 
to 972.

The five-year American Community 
Survey estimates are based off a sample 
size of residents in each town, and have 
an error margin that's largely due to small 
population sizes. The 2020 census is 
meant to document exact numbers. Both 
sets of data are important, as the popula-
tion of an area influences how funding 
from the federal and state governments 
are allocated, how the area is represented 
at state and federal legislatures, and how 
much aid the area receives for commu-
nity development and business planning. 
These estimates are important because 

Association:
Guided hikes of Kīlauea Iki Crater, 

Mondays, Jan. 6, 13, 20, and 27 at 10 
a.m. Meet Park Ranger Michael Newman 
at the Kīlauea Iki Overlook parking lot. 
The four-mile (6.4 km) Kīlauea Iki Trail 
is one of the Park's iconic hiking trails, a 
popular destination for hikers who cross a 
steaming crater floor through the intersec-
tion of eruption and native rainforest. Most 
leave without knowing how the crater 
was formed, or how three eruptions since 
1823 have filled it with more than 400 feet 

$1,018 for one bedroom 
units.

The renovation 
opens up units and gives 
Kaʻū residents a good 
chance to acquire se-
nior housing locally. In 
the past, senior housing 
has been in short sup-
ply, with local seniors 
placed elsewhere on the 
island and a waiting list 

Waikapuna, pg. 7

The Pāhala Senior Center Garden is next to newly renovated senior 
housing, which is available for applicants.                Photo by Julia Neal

Rep. Tulsi Gabbard.

Waikapuna Coast Conserved
Waikapuna is conserved, with final 

documents recorded for the 2,317 acres in 
Kāhilipalinui and Kāhilipali‘iki ahupua‘a, 
Ka‘ū Moku. The sale and acquisition was 

announced in December by 
the Ala Kahakai Trail Asso-
ciation, which holds title; the 
state of Department of Land 
and Natural Resources' Leg-
acy Land Conservation Pro-
gram, which helped to fund 
the purchase; land owner Ka‘ū 
Mahi LLC; and The Trust for 
Public Land, which negotiated 
the sale.

County of Hawai‘i's Pub-
lic Access, Open Space, and 
Natural Resources Preserva-
tion (PONC) Program grant-
ed $4 million; Legacy Land 
granted $2 million.

While the land is owned 
by Ala Kahakai Trail Asso-
ciation, a perpetual conserva-
tion easement is owned by the 
County, restricting the land to 
agricultural and cultural pres-
ervation uses. This is the first 

OV Growth, pg. 9

Kahuku in Kaʻū is open Wednesday through 
Sunday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.                         NPS photo

Public Access: Legislature Opens Jan. 15
The 2020 Hawaiʻi State Legislature 

begins on Wednesday, Jan. 15. Public Ac-
cess Room – a non-partisan legislative 
service agency that provides resources for 
legislators, legislative committees, and the 
public – recently released the 2020 legisla-
tive session calendar. See it here, on their 
new website, lrb.hawaii.gov/par. Legislature, pg. 5

The new PAR site combines the most 
popular resources from the old address with 
some new features: information sheets – 
calendar, lists, directories – on the Current 
Legislature page; guides to setting up an 
account, offering testimony, and bill track-
ing under the Engage tab on the Engage-

Nāʻālehu Theatre, pg. 10
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Hawaiian Electric is the new name 
for all the utilities under Hawaiian Elec-
tric Companies, including Hawaiʻi Elec-
tric Light for Hawaiʻi Island. Starting in 
January, the three utilities that serve 95 
percent of Hawaiʻi's residents are united 
under the common name: Hawaiian Elec-
tric. Operating across Hawaiʻi Island, 
Oʻahu, Maui, Molokaʻi, and Lānaʻi, Ha-
waiian Electric employs 2,700 people, 

USDA, pg. 7

who serve more than 460,000 customers.
For six years, states the announce-

ment on the utility's website, Hawaiian 
Electric and its subsidiaries, Maui Electric 
and Hawaiʻi Electric Light, "have worked 
to align operations and share resources to 
work more efficiently and deliver greater 
value to customers. This initiative, known 
as One Company, has relied on technol-
ogy, including a new software platform, 

and continuous improvement practices to 
reduce redundancies and share expertise 
and resources."

The transi-
tion to the Ha-
waiian Electric 
name takes 
place over the next several months, with 
changes to signage, bills, correspondence, 
and websites. The company will continue 

to use the distinctive logo created by Hilo 
designer Sig Zane in 2013.

Legally, the company will adopt a 
"doing business as," dba, model, with 

HELCO Name Retires, Hawaiian Electric Companies Consolidates

Helping rural businesses with energy 
efficiency is the goal of a new program 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Deputy Under Secretary for Rural Devel-
opment Donald "DJ" LaVoy announced 
in December that the USDA is investing 
$165.4 million to help farmers, agricul-
ture producers, and rural-based business-
es lower energy costs. USDA will provide 
621 awards to applicants in all 50 states, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and 

the Western Pacific. USDA is providing 
the funding through the Rural Energy for 
America Program.

Said LaVoy, "Businesses grow and 
create more jobs when their energy costs 
are lower. Reduced power costs also make 
American businesses more competitive in 
world markets. Pres. Trump and Agricul-
ture Secretary Perdue are committed to 
making it possible for rural businesses to 
thrive because when rural America pros-
pers, all of America prospers."

Brenda Iokepa-Moses, of Pāhala, 
who took charge of the Rural Director-
ship for Hawaiʻi, Western Pacific, and 
American Samoa in September, said there 
are numerous beneficiaries who would 

qualify for the 
program. "I would 
like to see Hawaiʻi 
and the Western 
Pacific take a big-
ger piece of the 
pie and encourage 
local farmers, ag-
ricultural produc-
ers and rural based 
businesses to apply 
for this grant and 
take advantage of 
this amazing opportunity."

Recipients can use REAP funding 
for energy audits and to install renewable 

USDA Offers Energy Efficiency Grants to Rural Hawaiʻi

The Hawaiʻi Farmers Union United 
meeting in Kaʻū in December brought 
forth many ideas, including the future of 
growing hemp. Several members of the 
organization talked about the possibil-
ity of three hemp harvests per year here, 
versus one harvest in many places on the 
mainland. Three harvests could make 
hemp a viable crop small farmers, even 
though land is expensive and labor in 
short supply, according to several farm-
ers who said they had experience in the 
industry.

While Hawaiʻi has a lack of vast 
farmland to grow hemp and harvest it 
with large machinery like in Canada and 
the U.S. mainland, small farms here could 
be profitable. Several attending the meet-
ing said they worked on hemp farms in 
Colorado and would like to try it out here.

Others 
said that by 
the end of 
2020, the 
state will 
work out 
guidelines 
for farm-
ers to grow 
hemp. In re-
cent years, 
growing 
has been 

limited to test plots, carefully regulated 
and limited by the state. An input period 
on the interim final rule for domestic 
hemp production program is open through 
Wednesday, Jan. 29.

USDA published the interim final 
rule on Oct. 31, under the Agriculture 

Improvement Act of 2018, the 2018 
Farm Bill. The rule outlines provisions 
for USDA to approve plans submitted by 
states and Indian tribes for the domestic 
production of hemp. It also establishes a 
federal plan for producers in states or ter-
ritories of Indian tribes that do not have 
their own USDA-approved plan.  The 
program includes provisions for maintain-
ing information on the land where hemp 
is produced, testing the levels of delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol, disposing of plants 
not meeting necessary requirements, li-
censing requirements, and ensuring com-
pliance with the requirements of the new 
part.

Submit written comments online 
at regulations.gov/document?D=AMS-
SC-19-0042-0001. Comments may also 
be submitted by mail to Docket Clerk, 

Marketing Order and Agreement Divi-
sion, Specialty Crops Program, AMS, 
USDA, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, 
STOP 0237, Washington, DC 20250-
0237; or by fax at (202) 720-8938. All 
comments will be made available to the 
public. More information about the provi-
sions of the interim final rule is available 
on the U.S. Domestic Hemp Production 
Program web page on the Agricultural 
Marketing Service website.

Rep. Richard Creagan, chair of the 
state House of Representatives Commit-
tee on Agriculture, attended the meeting. 
He said that when the rules and regula-
tions are finalized, there will be no at-
tempt to limit the number of growers.

With the growing ideal in Hawaiʻi, 
said Greg Smith, licensed for one of the 

Hawaiʻi Farmers Union in Kaʻū Looks to 2020 Expansion 

Brenda Iokepa-Moses. 
USDA photo

Farmers Union, pg. 10

HELCO, pg. 4
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Tūtū & Me Trav-
eling Preschool, part 
of the community for 
many years, is ramp-
ing up its services in 
Pāhala. The free com-
munity service, orga-
nized by Partners in 
Development, is in the 
process of developing 
a Home Visiting pro-
gram in Pāhala. Tūtū 
& Me staff will be 
able to bring activities 
for keiki and resourc-
es for caregivers right 
into the home. Tūtū & 
Me is accepting en-

Tūtū & Me Ramps Up Pāhala Services for Keiki
rollment applications 
for the new program.

Applications 
are also open for 
the preschool site 
in Waiʻōhinu. Call 
the office at 808-
929-8571 for more 
information on the 
programs.

Tūtū & Me staff 
members are seek-
ing additional ways 
to serve the commu-
nity and participate in 
professional develop-
ment. They volunteer 
at Pāhala Elementary 

School and Library three 
times a week, and participate 
in events supporting county 
Parks & Recreation, Boys 
& Girls Club, Nāʻālehu El-
ementary, Kahuku Park, and 
more. One day a week is ded-
icated to cultural, safety, and 
early childhood professional 
development opportunities. 
"If you see us around, please 
wave," said Hawaiʻi South 
Program Site Manager Mi-
chelle Buck.

Recently, the Tūtū & Me 
families and staff celebrated 
healthy living with a huakaʻi, trip, to the Ka-
huku Unit of Volcanoes National Park. Kei-
ki and caregivers took a hike with Ranger 
Leilani Rodrigues, experienced yoga with 
Lindsey from P.A.R.E.N.T.S., Inc., and im-
proved their gross motor skills by playing in 
the fresh air and sunshine. Buck said "We 
had a wonderful, healthy day!"

On Dec. 18, a group of keiki, caregiv-
ers, and staff visited Kaʻū Hospital to sing 
for the residents. Said Buck, "The children 
had a wonderful time spreading Christmas 
cheer. Mahalo, Kaʻū Hospi-
tal, for allowing us to spend 
the morning with you."

Tūtū & Me Traveling 
Preschool has been a part 
of the Kaʻū community for 
many years. Children from 
birth to five, accompanied by 
an adult caregiver, can attend 
the preschool from 8:45-
10:45 am on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at Kauahaʻao 

A new chair will lead Nā Mamo o 
Kāwā into the new decade. The non-
profit's Board of Directors elected Ryan 
Kanakaʻole as Chairman. On the NMOK 
website, the new chair states he is from 
Wai‘ōhinu, Kaʻū, "where my family has 
lived for generations." He attended school 
in both Nāʻālehu and Pāhala, then trans-
ferred to Kamehameha Schools. He holds 
a B.A. in Political Science from the Uni-
versity of Hawaiʻi at Hilo and a J.D. and 
Certificate in Native Hawaiian Law from 
the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa's Wil-
liam S. Richardson School of Law. He 
states, "Although my law practice is in 
Honolulu, my work at Kāwā allows me to 
stay connected with my ʻohana and give 
back to my community." He is the son 
of long-time Kaʻū High School teacher 

Cheryl Kanakaʻole.
The rest of the NMOK Board con-

sists of the following At-Large Direc-
tors: Kaipo Kaʻawaloa; Clarissa Pua; Koa 
Morris; and Pueo Kai McGuire. Since 
2012, NMOK has stewarded Kāwā's ac-
cess points, roads and trails, freshwater 
springs, native ecosystems, recreational 
areas, and cultural sites. The organization 
holds monthly community access days.

States the NMOK website: "The 
Kaʻū coast has long been regarded as one 
of the remaining gems of wild, unadul-
terated coastline in Hawaiʻi.  Kāwā was 
recognized by the community as a wahi 
pana integral to the preservation of the 
Kaʻū coast.  Located in the ahupuaʻa of 
Kaʻalāiki, Hīlea Nui and Hīlea Iki, the 
Kāwā lands consist of undeveloped coast-

al lands encompassing ap-
proximately 785 acres.  As 
one of the few areas in Kaʻū 
that feature an array of nat-
ural and cultural resources 
reasonably accessible to the 
public, Kāwā is of vital im-
portance and has a signifi-
cant need for a thoughtful 
and effective community 
stewardship effort."

See nmok.org.

Kanakaʻole Leads Nā Mamo O Kāwā Stewards

Church in Waiʻōhinu. Each month's activi-
ties are based on a theme, such as My Com-
munity, Healthy Living, Insects, or Ocean 
Animals. Keiki interact with each other and 
their caregivers as they participate in nearly 
20 different centers. A huakaʻi, field trip, is 
planned monthly, and Tūtū and Me families 
gather together to experience the resources 
in the nearby communities. Special guests, 
Nurse Becky and Auntie Barbara, from 
Something Good In the World, visit monthly.

Tūtū & Me, pg. 7

Tūtū & Me families explored the Kahuku Unit of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park and learned about health.        Photo from Tūtū & Me

Tūtū & Me staff – Melody Espejo, Stacy Davis, 
Michelle Buck, and Jenny Doi – experience a 
cultural professional development opportunity at 
Kahuku Park.                       Photo from Tūtu & Me
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Stars over Ka‘ū - January 2020 
by Lew & Donna Cook

Planets and Exoplanets
The sun has been free of sunspots 

throughout much of the year, an unusual 
happening. This is 
thought to influence our 
climate if it persists.

Venus is the "eve-
ning star," shining bril-
liantly in the west after 
sunset. It is possible to 
see Venus in the day-
time if you are careful. 
Before the sun sets, 
note where the sun is 
and note the time. Find 
a place that is going to 
be in the shadow of a 
building all afternoon. Mars will rise early 
in the morning, and mid-month it will be 
close to Antares. Antares just happens to 
mimic Mars in color and brightness. Mer-
cury, Jupiter, 
and Saturn are 
too close to 
the sun to be 
easily visible.

Constella-
tions and 
Deep Sky 

Objects
Dr. Mi-

chael West of 
Lowell Ob-
servatory in 
Flagstaff, AZ, 
related tales 
from various 
cultures around the world about the Ple-
iades in the most recent Lowell Observa-

tory Bulletin. Here's part of what he wrote 
about:

The Polynesian legend says that the 
Pleiades were once a 
single star called Ma-
tariki that outshone all 
others in the heavens. 
The god Tane was jeal-
ous and smashed this 
bright star into pieces. 
This is how the little 
eyes, Makaliʻi, became 
known in Polynesia.

The Inuit people 
in Greenland tell of a 
bear chased by a pack 
of dogs. They ran un-

til eventually they reached the edge of the 
world and fell off the edge of the earth. To-
day we see the dogs as the Pleiades (Qilug-
tuusat in their language).

The an-
cient Greeks 
had a myth 
that the Ple-
iades repre-
sented seven 
sisters. Their 
beauty en-
tranced the 
great hunter 
Orion. He 
chased after 
them relent-
lessly, trying 
to win their 
love. Eventu-
ally, the god 

Zeus took pity on the sisters and had them 
flee into the sky. Orion still follows and 
continues to chase them.

The Japanese call the Pleiades Subaru, 
meaning united. The Japanese automaker 
adopted this name, using a six-star logo 
when the company was created from a 
merger of five others. There is a telescope 
on Mauna Kea with the same name.

Astronomers now recognize that the 
Pleiades is a group of stars formed in a 
huge dust and gas cloud. This open cluster 
of stars began much like the Orion nebula, 
pictured in this article. Telescopes reveal 
thousands of stars shrouded in wisps of gas 
and dust, a remnant of their creation mil-
lions of years ago. They'll eventually dis-
perse throughout the Milky Way.

Other star groupings show up in our 
chart for the first chart of the '20's decade. 
Looking to the south-southeast, the back 
deck of Jason and the Argonauts' ship, 
Puppis, is nicely above the horizon. Its 
Sail, Vela, is now peeking over the horizon, 
ready for the wind. In the south the Keel, 
Carina, is scraping the southern horizon.

Orion stands high on the meridian, 
along with Auriga, the Charioteer. They 
will later be replaced by a menagerie of the 
Crab, Cancer; a Unicorn, Monocerotis; and 

the Big Dog and Little Dog, Canis Major 
and Canis Minor. Of course, the dim Gi-
raffe, Camelopardalis; Noah's Dove, Co-
lumba; and the Hare, Lepus, preceded them 
across the meridian – the north - south line 
that crosses directly overhead – by a bit.

Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date  Sunrise Sunset
Jan.     3, 2020 6:56 am 5:56 pm
Jan.   10 6:58 am 6:00 pm 
Jan.   17 6:58 am 6:05 pm 
Jan.   24 6:58 am 6:09 pm
Jan.   31 6:57 am 6:14 pm
The times of sunrise is are not changing 
much, but sunset is getting later rapidly.

Moon Phases
Date  Moonrise Moonset
First Quarter 
Jan.     2, 2020     12:18 pm       12:37 am**
Full Moon 
Jan.   10 6:19 pm 7:56 am**
Last Quarter 
Jan.   17 12:26 am 12:31 pm
New Moon
Jan.    24 7:00 am 6:19 pm
First Quarter 
Feb.     1               noon       12:56 am**
*previous night               **next morning

Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Res-

taurant schedule:
Closed Mondays
Breakfast & Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM daily
Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM, Thursday 

through Sunday
Check for the schedule at imiloaha-

waii.org. Members are admitted free to the 
daily shows.

There is a night show once a month, 
when smaller telescopes on Maunakea are 
linked to the Planetarium where they show 
live shots of individual objects. Call the 
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on 

the schedule and ticket availability, prices 
and membership costs. Please mention to 
the nice folks at the ticket sales desk where 
you got the inspiration to come, and that 
you are entitled to the 10 percent kamaʻaina 
discount for membership.

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

HELCO, from pg. 2
the three individual corporate entities re-
maining but all doing business as Hawai-
ian Electric.

Maui Electric was acquired by Ha-
waiian Electric in 1968 and Hilo Electric 
Light, later named Hawaiʻi Electric Light, 
was acquired in 1970.

For many years, the companies "op-
erated as three separate organizations 
under separate leadership, sharing few 
common practices even though they were 
doing the same kind of work," states the 
announcement. "Aided by technology and 
driven by the transformation of the util-
ity industry from a regulated monopoly 

to a highly competitive business, the One 
Company strategy has consolidated pur-
chasing power, aligned operations under 
common management, and instituted best 
practices for safety and efficiency."

The company states the represen-
tatives at the three call centers can now 
help customers on any island, and are able 
to back each other up when call volume 
is heavy due to an outage or some other 
event. "That's resulted in faster, more re-
sponsive service, and shorter wait times," 
states the announcement.

Hawaiian Electric has also commit-
ted to $246 million in customer savings 
over 12 years.

President and CEO of Hawaiian Elec-
tric, Alan Oshima, said, "We're taking this 
step as the logical completion of our One 
Company strategy. "Maui Electric and 
Hawaiʻi Electric Light are names with 
proud histories and they won't be for-
gotten. Hawaiian Electric is an inclusive 
name that is true and authentic, given our 
128-year history of local ownership.

"Having one common and inclusive 
name that is of Hawaiʻi, not just of one 
place, we signal that we are a strong and 
united team working for all the people of 
the five islands we serve."

See hawaiianelectric.com.

This image shows the stars with mere whisps 
of the gas and dust that were originally 
present in the dense nebula that became thee 
Plieades. Credit: NASA and STScI

How did the gas and dust that was in the Pleiades nebula thin out? 
It got irradiated by the intense wind and radiation pressure from 
the bright, blue stars. Here the star Merope (just out of the top of 
the picture) is blowing the dust away.       Credit: NASA and STScI

This image of the Great Nebula in Orion (easily 
visible in binoculars) shows what the Pleiades 
must have looked like in its first million years, 
some 100 million years ago. 

Copyright (C) 2017 L. M. Cook
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Girls Basketball
Tue., Jan. 7 @Kohala
Fri., Jan. 10 host Honokaʻa
Tue., Jan. 14 host Konawaena
Thu., Jan.16 @Kealakehe
Wed., Jan. 22 @HPA
Tue. and Wed., Jan. 28 and 29 BIIF 

@Civic
Wed. thru Sat., Feb. 5-8 HHSAA on 

Oʻahu

Boys Basketball
Fri., Jan. 3 host HPA
Sat., Jan. 4 host Pāhoa
Thu., Jan. 9 @Waiakea
Sat., Jan. 11, @Konawaena
Mon., Jan. 13 host Hilo
Wed., Jan. 15 host Kealakehe
Fri., Jan. 17 @Parker
Mon., Jan. 20 @Honokaʻa
Mon., Jan. 27 @Kamehameha
Tue. and Wed., Feb. 4 and 5 BIIF @ 

Kealakehe
Thu. thru Sat., Feb. 13-15 HHSAA 

on Oʻahu

Wrestling
Sat., Jan. 4 @Waiakea
Sat., Jan. 11 @Kealakehe
Sat., Jan. 18 @HPA
Sat., Jan. 25 @Kamehameha

2020 Kaʻū Winter Sports Schedule

Kaʻū Trojans Girls Basketball team 
worked the pre season with community ser-
vice, with assistance from Coach Cy Lopez 
and Assistant Coach Jennifer Makuakane. 
On Nov. 10, the girls volunteered at the 

Hilo Veterans Day parade, assisting vet-
erans from Yukio Okutsu State Veterans 
Home. On Nov. 29 and 30, they hosted an 
islandwide basketball tournament and food 

drive for Hawaiʻi Food Bank at Kaʻū Dis-
trict Gym.

The team hosted its first game of the 
season Monday, Dec. 9, taking on Waiakea 
Warriors. The Junior Varsity team faced the 
larger school, but finished with Warriors 
winning, 43 to 4. Kaʻū scored two points 
in the second and two in the fourth quarter.

The Varsity team fared better, finish-
ing with 17 to Hilo's 67 points. Kaʻū scored 
7 in the first quarter, 4 in the second, 2 in 
the third, and 4 in the fourth. Trojan Mar-
ilou Manantan made 7 of the points, Ce-

Andrea Silva-Kamei 5, 
Kaohinani Grace scored 
4, and Shania Silva 
made 1.

On Friday, Dec. 
13, Kaʻū traveled to 
Keaʻau, losing 52 to 20.

Kaʻū hosted the 
Pāhoa Junior Varsity 
team, and the Christian 
Liberty Varsity team on 
Monday, Dec. 16. The 
JV game finished with 
the Trojans at 12, the 
Daggers at 27. Riley 
Brown of Kaʻū scored 

6, Alazaeh Abellera scored 5, and Hulali 
Baji scored 1.

The Varsity game ended with closer 
scores, with the Trojans at 33, and the 

Canefires at 47. Kaohinani Grace scored 12 
points for Kaʻū, Jayme Kaneshiro scored 
7, Grace Smith and CeAndra Silva-Kamei 
each scored 5, and Melinda Eder and Mar-
ilou Manantan each scored 2.

The first Girls Basketball game of 
2020 will see Kaʻū host Kamehameha 
Schools on Monday, Jan. 4.

Kaʻū Trojans End 2019 with Strong Games, Service

Sat., Feb. 1 @Hilo
Sat., Feb. 8 BIIF @Konawaena
Fri. and Sat., Feb. 21 and 22 HHSAA

Soccer
Sat., Jan. 4 Girls host Honokaʻa, 

3pm
Mon., Jan. 6 @HPA
Wed., Jan. 8 host Kealakehe, 2pm
Sat., Jan. 11 @Honokaʻa
Wed., Jan. 15 @Konawaena
Sat., Jan. 18 Girls @Kamehameha
Wed., Jan. 22 and Sat., Jan. 25 Girls 

BIIF
Wed. thru Sat., Feb. 5-8 Girls HH-

SAA on Oʻahu
Sat., Feb. 1 and 8 Boys BIIF
Thu. thru Sat., Feb. 13-15 Boys HH-

SAA on Oʻahu

Swimming
Sat., Jan. 4 @Kamehameha
Sat., Jan. 11 @Kona Community 

Aquatic Center
Sat., Jan. 18 @Kamehameha
Sat., Jan. 25 @Kona Community 

Aquatic Center
Fri., Jan. 31 and Sat., Feb. 1 BIIF @

Kamehameha
Fri. and Sat., Feb. 14 and 15 on Maui

Trojans Junior Varsity Boys Basket-
ball team took the win during their first 
game of the season. Kaʻū hosted Keaʻau on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18. The Trojans scored 
48, over the Cougar's 39. Jensen Navarro-
Villa scored the most points for Kaʻū, with 
18. Ivan Ramos scored 16, Jociah Mukini 
scored 7, Jezekial Jara scored 4, Waiola 
Akiu scored 2, and Micah Espejo scored 1.

The Cougars Varsity team took down 
the Trojans, 53 to 31. For Kaʻū, Dayson 
Burns scored 9 points, Michael Rodarte 
scored 6, Kyson Toriano and Elijah Evan-
gelista each scored 5, and Raymond Poli-
do-Kalili and Kealiikoa Reyes-Nalu each 
scored 3.

In a game on Saturday, Dec. 28, the 
JV team won by two points, taking down 
the guest team, Kohala. With 44 points, 
Kaʻū's Jensen Navarro-Villa and Jocyiah 
Mukini each scored 10 points, Ivan Ramos 
scored 8, Micah Espejo scored 7, Waiola 
Akiu scored 4, Lentron Jara scored 3, and 
Jezekial Jara scored 2.

The Varsity team game ended 68-36, 

the game going to Kohala. The Trojans' 
Daysen Burns scored 9 points, Blake Na-
kano scored 8, Raymond Polido-Kalili and 
Kealiikoa Reyes-Nalu each scored 6, Eli-
jah Evangelista scored 5, and Kyson To-
riano scored 2.

Both the Trojans Boys and Girls Soc-
cer teams hosted the Warriors in the first 
soccer games of the season on Tuesday, 
Dec. 3. Hilo boys won their game with 
ten points, the girls with 12. Kaʻū did not 
score. On Saturday, Dec. 7, both teams 
hosted Kamehameha. Both games ended in 
a shut out for Kaʻū, 9 to 0. At Hilo on Tues-
day, Dec. 10, both teams lost to the larger 
school, again not scoring. At Makua Lani 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, the boys lost 10 to 
0. Hosting Hawaiʻi Preparatory Academy 
on Monday, Dec. 16, the girls lost 14 to 0.

Other winter sports, swimming and 
wrestling, completed several meets in 
December.

See the full Trojans Winter Schedule 
for the 2019-2020 school year in the lower 
left of this page.

Trojan Girls Basketball Team, with coach Cy Lopez, hosted its annual 
Kaʻū High School Food Drive and Preseason Tournament in November.

Photo by Jennifer Makuakane

Girls, left, and boys, right, soccer teams.                                                                Photo from Kaʻū Athletics

Kaʻū Trojans Girls Basketball team volunteered at the Hilo Veterans Day parade, assisting Yukio 
Okutsu State Veterans Home.                                                                           Photo by Jennifer Makuakane

Legislature, pg. 8

ment 101 page; how the legislative process 
works and how a bill becomes a law can be 
found under the Learn tab on the Overview 
of the Legislative Process page; and a keiki 
page to help younger folks learn about how 
things work in the legislative process.

A statement from PAR reads: "We'll 
continue to try to improve the site and our 
services to best meet your needs. Please 
don't hesitate to provide feedback and sug-
gestions – we'd love to hear from you. (Re-
ply to this email or use our new Contact 
page.)"

The 2020 legislative session will open 
on Wednesday, Jan. 15. Friday, Jan. 17 is 
the last day to submit non-administration 
packages and requests for grants or subsi-
dies. Tuesday, Jan. 21 is the last day to sub-
mit administration bill packages. The State 
of the State address will be held Tuesday, 
Jan. 21. The last day for bills to be intro-
duced will be Thursday, Jan. 23.

The mandatory five-day recess will 
be held from Thursday, Feb. 20 through 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, though committee 
hearings do take place during this week.

The deadline for bills to be approved 
by all their committees, with committee re-
ports filed and submitted to the originating 
chamber before the third reading, is Friday, 
Feb. 28. A bill must pass three readings in 
each chamber before being submitted to 
the governor for signing.

Thursday, March 5 is the deadline for 
bills to pass to the other chamber.

Friday, March 6 is the deadline for 
resolutions – legislative measures which 
request action of a government entity or 
state the legislature's position on an issue. 
They don't have the force and effect of law, 
require only one reading in chamber, and 
don't need to be signed by the governor.

The deadline for bills to pass third 
reading in their non-originating chamber 
and cross back to the originating chamber 
is Thursday, April 9. That is also the last 
day for the originating chamber to disagree 
with any amendments.

Any bill that proposes an amendment 
to the state constitution must be presented 
in its final form to the governor at least ten 
days prior to passing final reading by a 2/3 

Legislature, from pg. 1
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 

Higher pay for teachers in Kaʻū and other remote places 
in the state school system won approval nine to two by the 
Board of Education in December. The proposal for the in-
crease was made jointly by the Hawaiʻi teachers union, Gov. 
David Ige, and the Department of Education.

The aim is to give special education teachers an ad-
ditional $10,000 per year and teachers in rural, hard-to-fill 
positions a range of $3,000 to $8,000 in additional pay per 
year. Hawaiian language immersion teachers receive an ad-
ditional $8,000 per 
year. Pay hikes go 
into effect on Jan. 
7.

Gov. David 
Ige pledged to 
secure the $14.7 
million needed for 
the first six months 
of the program. In 
addition, the state 
Department of 
Education, teach-
ers union, and gov-
ernor plan to lobby the 2020 legislature for $30.4 million 
to pay for the salary increase during the July 2020 through 
June 2021 fiscal year.

Ige said, "This is just the first step of many that will be 
taken by the Board and Department, which I plan to sup-
port. Phase I addresses critical areas where students need the 
most attention and where we have seen the most prolonged 
periods of vacancies."

Board of Education Chair Catherine Payne said, "This 
is the first of several steps we need to take to support our tal-
ented educators. It will take strong policy direction from the 
Board to shift the Department's trajectory and we appreciate 
Governor Ige's support as we go forward with these efforts."

Examples of the kind of pay to be provided were given 
in a public statement. A beginning 10-month special edu-
cation classroom teacher with a bachelor's degree who has 
completed a state approved teacher education program, 
holds a license from the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board, 

Teacher Pay Hikes Approved for Rural Schools

Hour of Code engaged all Pāhala Elementary students in 
pre-K through sixth grade in computer science during classes 
in December. Hour of Code is part of a worldwide effort to ex-
pand computer science education. Students in Pre-K through sec-
ond grade tried their hands at programming through using the 
ScratchJr app. In the app, students develop characters and stories 
through coding.

Students in third through sixth grade worked on code.org to 
create their own dance party and game through coding. SPED 
teacher, Rebecca Spinner, said, "This event helped spark interest 
in coding and computer science, as well as allowed students the 

Hour of Code Engages Pāhala Students in Every Grade

Left and right: Hour of Code welcomed students at Pāhala 
Elementary to the world of computer science. They created 
a dance party and game, and developed characters and 
stories.                                            Photos by Katie Graham

and who currently earns $49,100, would be eligible to re-
ceive an annual $10,000 differential. A qualified Hawai-
ian immersion teacher with five or six years experience 
and a master's degree, working at a hard-to-staff school on 
Moloka‘i currently earning $54,619, would be eligible to re-
ceive an annual $16,000 differential – Hard-to-staff Tier 4 
plus Hawaiian Immersion.

The DOE estimates the special education pay differ-
ential would cost $8.45 million in fiscal year 2020, which 

ends June 30, based on 1,691 special education teachers who 
are currently eligible. The hard-to-staff differential is esti-
mated to cost an additional $6 million in FY 2020, based on 
2,109 teachers in all tiers of hard-to-staff areas. The Hawai-
ian immersion differential is expected to cost approximately 
$216,000 in FY 2020, based on 54 teachers who are cur-
rently eligible.

Hawaiʻi state Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Christina 
Kishimoto, called the initiative critical in addressing the 
achievement gap. "There is no single solution to the teacher 
staffing challenges we're seeing nationwide.

"The difficulties in recruiting qualified teachers for spe-
cial education, Hawaiian Language Immersion programs, 
and hard-to-staff areas have created an equity issue for our 
most vulnerable students. We have listened to the feedback 
of our educators and it's time for bold action to unleash the 
promise and power of public education on behalf of our 
haumana."

Corey Rosenlee, president of the Hawai‘i 
State Teachers Association, expressed his commit-
ment to partner with DOE, saying it "is the first step 
of a multi-phased plan to ensure that all our keiki, 
regardless of where they live, what their special 
needs are, or their ethnicity, are taught by highly 
qualified teachers."

The pay hikes are part of a multi-part initiative 
to tackle Hawai‘i's teacher shortage by providing 
incentives for educators teaching in critical areas. 
This first phase implements a pay differential to 
increase compensation for classroom teachers in 
areas that have faced the most severe shortages, 
including hard-to-staff geographic locations like 
Kaʻū.

DOE announced that Phase II is expected to 
be launched by an additional proposal to the Board 
in January, to include release of the results of a 
teacher salary study the DOE commissioned earlier 
in 2019.

Hawaiʻi State Teachers Association union lobbied at the Hawaiʻi legislature for higher pay.                   Photo from HSTA

opportunity to try creative and innovative problem-
solving approaches."
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs

CLAssiFiED
Churches Sell Truck to Raise Funds - Holy Rosary Church of Pāhala and Sacred Heart 
Church of Nā`ālehu are selling their parish truck, with funds raised from the sale to benefit both 
churches. The truck is a great 2016 Nissan Frontier King Cab, 6 cylinder, 2WD automobile. The 
churches are asking for $21K or best offer. Only cash or cashier's check will be accepted. Anyone 
interested should contact the parish secretary Tuesday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. at 
928-8208.
MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New 
and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. 
Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

The ninth Floating Lantern Ceremony 
at Punaluʻu Black Sand Beach on Nov. 30 
drew keiki and adults to remember people 

Floating Lanterns Draw Families, Remember Loved Ones
and pets who 
have passed 
away. Friends 
and families  
floated rafts 
with messages 
of love and 
remembrance. 
Taiko drum-
ming, taichi, 
hula, and 
food brought 
community 
together in an 
event sponsored by Kaʻū Rural Health Community Associa-
tion, and its founder Jessie Marques.

Participants' hand-painted messages on the wooden 
and foam rafts most often said, "I love you" to the one de-
parted. Some messages were for family members, others 
for friends. Some were for a small child's pets, who com-
pleted their short lives. The group walked the path down to 
Punaluʻu Medicine Pond around sunset and set free the rafts 
to sail across the waters to the far shore. After retrieving the 
rafts, participants took the art home for keepsakes.

Hula from the hālau of the Kīlauea Military Camp luʻau each Friday night offered 
dance for the Floating Lantern Ceremony. Photo by Julia Neal

Keira Aida Ayu, with her art for a floating lan-
tern to remember her late pets. 

Photo by Julia Neal

Lanterns remember late loved ones at the 
Punualuʻu Medicine Pond. Photo by Julia Neal

Marques said she is looking forward to the tenth anniversary of the event 
next year, the Saturday after Thanksgiving.

USDA, from pg. 2
energy systems such as biomass, geother-
mal, hydropower, and solar. The funding 
can also be used to increase energy effi-
ciency by making improvements to heat-
ing, ventilation, and cooling systems; in-
sulation; and lighting and refrigeration.

Reducing energy costs can signifi-
cantly improve a business' bottom line, 
according to the statement from USDA. 
Solar equipment was used by 90,000 
farms in 2017, three times the number us-
ing solar panels in 2012, states the agency.

In April 2017, Trump established the 
Interagency Task Force on Agriculture 
and Rural Prosperity to identify legisla-
tive, regulatory, and policy changes that 
could promote agriculture and prosperity 
in rural communities. In January 2018, 
Perdue presented the Task Force's find-
ings to Trump. These findings included 
31 recommendations to align the federal 

government with state, local, and tribal 
governments to take advantage of oppor-
tunities that exist in rural America. Sup-
porting the rural workforce was a corner-
stone recommendation of the task force.

View the report in its entirety at Re-
port to the President of the United States 
from the Task Force on Agriculture and 
Rural Prosperity. View the categories of 
the recommendations at Rural Prosperity 
infographic. For more information on the 
REAP, or to request application materials, 
contact USDS Business Programs Spe-
cialist Jeffrey Wardell, (808) 933-8316 
or Jeffrey.
wardell@
usda.gov.

USDA 
Rural De-
velopment 
provides 
loans and 

grants to help expand eco-
nomic opportunities and 
create jobs in rural areas. 
This assistance supports 
infrastructure improve-
ments; business develop-
ment; housing; community 
facilities such as schools, 
public safety and health 
care; and high-speed inter-
net access in rural areas. 
For more information, visit 
www.rd.usda.gov.

Said Buck, "The Tūtū & Me staff enjoy planning and preparing activi-
ties, providing resources to families, collaborating with other local partners, 
and serving this beautiful community. Thank you for supporting us through 
the years. It is an honor to educate the young children of Kaʻū."

See pidf.org/programs/tutu_and_me/about or call 982-4102.

Tūtū & Me , from pg. 3

conservation easement purchased by the 
County under the PONC program.

Said Keoni Fox, Director, Ala Ka-
hakai Trail Association, "This purchase 
conserves over 2.3 miles of the Ala Ka-
hakai National Historic Trail or ala loa, 
the ancient fishing village of Waikapuna, 
and hundreds of intact pre-contact Native 
Hawaiian cultural sites. This land holds 
special meaning for Native Hawaiians as it 
is the place where noted Hawaiian scholar 
Mary Kawena Pukui spent her summers as 
a child, and where she learned the tradi-
tions and knowledge that formed the basis 
of her book, The Polynesian Family Sys-

tem in Ka‘ū."
As the new steward of the land, Ala Kahakai Trail Association can 

"preserve both our ancient history and the paniolo heritage of ranching in 
Ka‘ū. We look forward to working closely with Ka‘ū families to mālama 
this special ‘āina and cultural legacy for future generations."

Landowner Kaʻū Mahi, LLC sold the property for $6 million, while 
donating approximately $1.3 million in value. "We want to thank the land-
owner Ka’ū Mahi, LLC, for being patient and working closely with us 
on this conservation purchase. We could not have conserved this agricul-

Waikapuna, from pg. 1

Waikapuna, pg. 10
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR
Daily Ranger Talk: How It All Started, 9:30-

9:50a.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lanai, Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park. Free; Park entrance fess 
apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Daily Ranger Walk: E Mākaʻikaʻi iā Kaʻauea 
- Explore The Summit, 11-11:45a.m., Kīlauea 
Visitor Center, HVNP. Free; Park entrance fess ap-
ply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

9-Week Confident Parenting Classes, scheduled 
upon request. PARENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. $60/per-
son, parents and caregivers. Learn about effective 
parenting techniques. Call to join. 333-3460, lind-
sey@hawaiiparents.org

Movie Matinee, Fridays in January, 2-4p.m., 
Pāhala Public Library. Free entry and popcorn. 
Keiki must be accompanied by parent or adult 
caregiver. 928-2015, librarieshawaii.org/events

Read, Build, and Play LEGO, Wednesday, Jan. 
1, 2:30-4p.m., Pāhala Public Library. All ages; 
young keiki must be accompanied by parent or 
adult caregiver. No personal LEGO. 928-2015, 
librarieshawaii.org

Hula Voices with Hawai‘i Island Kumu Hula 
- Featuring Miss Aloha Hula Brenda Alidon 
Kanehailua, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 5:30-7p.m., 
Volcano Art Center Gallery. "Talk Story" session. 
967-8222, volcanohula@gmail.com, volcanoart-
center.org

Stewardship of Kīpukapuaulu, Thursday, Jan. 2, 
9, 16, 23, and 30, 9:30a.m., Kipukapuaulu parking 
lot, Mauna Loa Road, off Highway 11 in HVNP. 
Volunteers remove invasive, non-native plant spe-
cies. Contact Marilyn Nicholson for more info, 
nickem@hawaii.rr.com. Free; Park entrance fees 
apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

Kahuku Orientation Talk, Thursdays and Fridays 
in January, 10-10:30a.m., HVNP Kahuku Unit 
Visitor Contact Station. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

Women's Expression Group, Thursday, Jan. 2 – 
1st Thursday monthly – 3-4:30p.m., PARENTS 
Inc., Nā‘ālehu. Women welcome to drop in. Free. 
Lindsey Miller, 333-3460, lindsey@hawaiipar-
ents.org

Craft Day, Thursday, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 – 
every Thursday, monthly – 3:30-4:30p.m., Pāhala 
Public Library. Ages 3 and up. 928-2015, librarie-
shawaii.org

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Mtg., Thursday, Jan. 2 – 1st 
Thursday monthly – 6:30-8:30p.m., Aspen Center. 
okaukakou.org

Stewardship at the Summit, Friday, Jan. 3 and 
17, and Saturday, Jan. 11 and 25, 8:45a.m.-noon, 
meet Paul and Jane Field at Kīlauea Visitor Cen-
ter, HVNP. Remove invasive, non-native plants. 
Gloves and tools provided. Parental/Guardian ac-
companiment or written consent required for un-
der 18. Free; Park entrance fees apply. 985-6101, 
nps.gov/havo

Free Hot Shower and Hot Lunch Day, Satur-
days in January, 9a.m.-2p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal 
Church. Last Saturday, free haircuts, and Big Is-
land Giving Tree hands out clothes and toiletries. 
939-7000, stjudeshawaii.org

Nature & Culture: An Unseverable Relation-
ship, Saturday, Jan. 4, 9:30-11:30a.m., Kahuku 
Unit, HVNP. Free, moderately difficult, two-mile, 
hike. Bring snack and water. nps.gov/havo

Keiki Science Class, Saturday, Jan. 7 – 1st Satur-
day, monthly – 11a.m.-noon, Ace Hardware Stores 
islandwide; Nā‘ālehu, 929-9030 and Ocean View, 
929-7315. Free. acehardware.com

Grand Slam Band, Saturday, Jan. 4, 7-10p.m., 
Kīlauea Military Camp's Lava Lounge, in HVNP. 
$5 cover charge, free to in-house guests. Open to 
authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park en-
trance fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Farmers Market, Sunday, Jan. 5, 12, 19, and 26 – 
every Sunday, monthly – 6-10a.m., Cooper Center 
in Volcano. thecoopercenter.org 

ʻŌhiʻa Lehua, Sunday, Jan. 5, 9:30-11a.m., Ka-

huku Unit, HVNP. Free. nps.gov/havo
Clay – High Fire!, Sunday, Jan. 5 through Feb. 

23, 11:30a.m.-2:30p.m. or 2:45-5:45p.m. 8-week 
morning or afternoon pottery series with Erik 
Wold. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Ham Radio Potluck Picnic, Sunday, Jan. 5 – 1st 
Sunday, monthly – noon-2p.m., Manukā State 
Park. All welcome to attend. Rick Ward, 938-
3058, google.com/site/southpointarc or sites.
google.com/viewith southhawaiiares/home.

Guided Hike of Kīlauea Iki Crater, Monday, Jan. 
6, 13, 20, and 27, 10a.m.-1p.m. Meet Ranger Mike 
at Kīlauea Iki Overlook Parking Lot. Four mile, 
moderately difficult hike. Elevation gain, 400 feet. 
Crosses steaming crater floor through the intersec-
tion of eruption and native rainforest. Free; Park 
entrance fees apply except Jan. 20. nps.gov/havo

Cultural Understanding Through Art & the 
Environment: Dietrich Varez Block Printing 
with Desiree Moana Cruz, Monday, Jan. 6 – first 
Monday, monthly – 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art 
Center. No registration required. $10 per person 
supply fee. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Ocean View Volunteer Fire Department Mtg., 
Monday, Jan. 6 – first Monday, monthly – 4-6p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033, ovca-
hi.org

Hawai‘i County Council Committee Mtgs., 
Tuesday, Jan. 7 (Hilo) and 21 (Kona) – second and 
fourth Tuesday, monthly. Ka‘ū residents can par-
ticipate via videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State 
Office Building. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.

Bookstore and Thrift Shop, Tuesday-Saturday, 
8-11:30a.m., and Sunday, 6:30-10a.m., weekly, 
Cooper Center in Volcano. Shop, donate, or both. 
thecoopercenter.org 

Blended Learning Computer Class, Tuesday, Jan. 
7, 14, 21, and 28, and Wednesday, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 
and 29 – every Tuesday and Wednesday, monthly 
– 8a.m.-3p.m., St. Jude's computer lab. Free. 939-
7033, ovcahi.org

Family Yoga Class, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 14, 21, and 
28 – every Tuesday, monthly – 9:30-10:30a.m., 
PARENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. 0-12 years old and 
caregivers. All levels welcome. Wear comfortable 
clothes. Bring mat, if can - supplies limited. Free. 
333-3460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.org

A Walk into the Past with Dr. Thomas A. Jag-
gar, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 14, 21, and 28 10a.m., noon, 
and 2p.m. One hour performance includes climb-
ing stairs and entering a confined space. Meet at 
Kīlauea Visitor Center. Ka‘ū actor-director Dick 
Hershberger brings the renowned geologist and 
founder of Hawaiian Volcanoes Observatory to 
life. Space limited; free tickets at Visitor Center 
day of program. Supported by KDEN. Free; Park 
entrance fees apply. nps.gov/havo

Papa ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i: Hawaiian Language 
Classes Level 1, Tuesdays, Jan. 7-Feb. 4, 4-5p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. $85/VAC member, $95/non-
member. Basics class focuses on vocab, count-
ing, simple conversation, grammar, and sentence 
structures. No textbook or previous knowledge 
required. No class Jan. 24 or 31. Instruction by 
Kumu Kaliko Beamer-Trapp. volcanoartcenter.org

Papa ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i: Hawaiian Language 
Classes Level 2, Tuesdays, Jan. 7-Feb. 4, 4-5p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. $85/VAC member, $95/non-
member. Class focuses on expanding vocab, using 
longer snippets of conversation, and understand-
ing how repeating Hawaiian word and phrase pat-
terns. Class taught using Hawaiian as language of 
instruction about 10% of the time to help with lis-
tening comprehension. No textbook required. No 
class Jan. 24 or 31. Instruction by Kumu Kaliko 
Beamer-Trapp. volcanoartcenter.org

Papa ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i: Hawaiian Language Class-
es Level 3, Tuesdays, Jan. 7-Feb. 4, 6:30-8p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. $85/VAC member, $95/non-
member. Class taught over 50% in Hawaiian lan-
guage to "immerse" student. Class ideal for teach-

ers, cultural practitioners, and those with goal of 
using Hawaiian daily. No textbook required. No 
class Jan. 24 or 31. Instruction by Kumu Kaliko 
Beamer-Trapp. volcanoartcenter.org

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Mtg., Tuesday, Jan. 7– 1st 
Tuesday, monthly – 6-8p.m., Pāhala Community 
Center.

After Dark in the Park - Transitions: What's 
Next for HVO and the Volcanoes it Monitors?, 
Tuesday, Jan. 7, 7-8p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Cen-
ter Auditorium. Tina Neal, Scientist-in-Charge 
of HVO, describes current status of Kīlauea and 
Mauna Loa, what might be coming next, and gives 
update on HVO's new volcano observatory. Free; 
park entrance fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Hawai‘i County Council Mtg., Wednesday, Jan. 8 
(Hilo) and 22 (Kona) – second and fourth Wednes-
day, monthly. Ka‘ū residents can participate via 
videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State Office Build-
ing. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.

ʻAi Pono: Healthy Hawaiian Foods, Wednesday, 
Jan. 8, 10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. 
‘Anake (Aunty) Edna Baldado discusses eating 
and living healthier with native Hawaiian foods 
like kalo, ‘uala, and ‘ulu. Free; park entrance fees 
apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

Restoring Hope Group, Wednesday, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 
and 29 – every Wednesday, monthly – 4-6p.m., 
PARENTS Inc. Office, Nā‘ālehu. For families 
with keiki ages ages 3-17. Free, dinner included. 
Registration required. For more info, 333-3460

A Walk Through Kīlauea Volcano's Summit His-
tory, Thursday, Jan. 9, Friday, Jan. 17, Wednes-
day, Jan. 22, Saturday, Jan. 25, 8-10a.m., Devasta-
tion Trail Parking Lot. Join USGS HVO scientist 
emeritus Don Swanson to learn about the past 500 
years of Kīlauea's history. Free; Park entrance fees 
apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

Beginning Improv for Adults, Thursday, Jan. 9 
through Feb. 13, 1-3p.m. Learn to live more in the 
moment, think on your feet, let go of self-judg-
ment, bring more joy in your life, and recapture 
your playful spirit in the 6-week workshop series 
with improv legend Keli Semelsberger. Atten-
dance to all 6 classes is not required – classes may 
be attended individually. No prior experience is 
necessary. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thursday, Jan. 9 
– second Thursday, monthly – 6:30p.m., United 
Methodist Church, Nā‘ālehu. Pres. Berkeley Yo-
shida, 747-0197

Hawai‘i Disability Legal Services, Friday, Jan. 
10 – second Friday, monthly –  9a.m.-noon, Ocean 
View Community Center. Free disability legal ser-
vices provided by Hawai‘i Legal Aid. 939-7033, 
ovcahi.org

Nā Mamo o Kāwā Community Access Day, Sat-
urday, Jan. 11 – second Saturday, monthly – gates 
open 6a.m.-6p.m. 557-1433, nmok.org, facebook.
com/NMOK.Hawaii

Pancake Breakfast and Raffle, Saturday, Jan. 11 – 
second Saturday, monthly – 8-11a.m., Ocean View 
Community Center. To volunteer, call 939-7033, 
ovcahi.org

Swap Meet, Saturday, Jan. 11 and 25 – second and 
fourth Saturday, monthly – 8-12:30p.m., Cooper 
Center in Volcano. thecoopercenter.org

Sharp Turns – The Creative Art of Woodturn-
ing Exhibit, Saturday, Jan. 11 through Sunday, 
Feb. 16, daily, 9a.m.-5p.m. Volcano Art Gallery 
features works of Aaron Hammer and Mark and 
Karen Stebbins. Opening reception, Saturday, Jan. 
11, 5-7p.m. Live demonstration Saturday, Jan. 25, 
11a.m.-2p.m. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Stained Glass Basics I with Claudia McCall, Sat-
urday, Jan. 11, 18, and 25, 9a.m.-1p.m. 967-8222, 
volcanoartcenter.org

Hike the Path on Mauna Loa's 1868 Lava Flow, 
Saturday, Jan. 11, 10a.m.-1p.m., Kahuku Unit, 
HVNP. RCUH-HVO geologists Katie Mulliken 
and Lil DeSmither lead hike along Pu‘u o Lokuana 
trail. Free; bring snack and water. nps.gov/havo

Zentangle Embedded: It Grows Like Coral!, 
Saturday, Jan. 11 – second Saturday, monthly – 
10a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center. No experience 
required. Potluck, bring snack to share. $30/VAC 
member, $35/non-member, plus $15 supply fee. 
967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Hula Kahiko, Kumu Kapuaikapoliopele Ka‘au‘a 
Nā Kumu Pelehonuamea Harman & Kekoa Har-
man with Hālau I Ka Leo Ola O Nā Mamo and Nā 
Mea Hula with Loke Kamanu & ʻOhana, Satur-
day, Jan. 11 – second Saturday, monthly – 10:30-
11:30a.m., hula platform near VAC Gallery. Free; 
park entrance fees apply. 967-8222, volcanohu-
la@gmail.com, volcanoartcenter.org

Nā Mea Hula with Kumu Hula Moses 
Kaho‘okele Crabbe, Saturday, Jan. 11 – second 
Saturday, monthly –  11a.m.-1p.m., VAC Gallery 
porch. Free; Park entrance fees apply. 967-8222, 
volcanohula@gmail.com, volcanoartcenter.org

Sounds at the Summit: Muriel Anderson Live in 
Concert, Saturday, Jan. 11, 6:30p.m. The guitar-
ist/harp-guitarist leads a journey in music and sto-
ries, with a backdrop of visuals by award-winning 
photo-artist, Bryan Allen. Tickets online or at any 
VAC location. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Girls Night Out Band, Saturday, Jan. 11, 7-10p.m., 
Kīlauea Military Camp's Lava Lounge, in HVNP. 
$5 cover charge, free to in-house guests. Open to 
authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park en-
trance fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Puʻu o Lukuana, Sunday, Jan. 12, 9:30-11a.m., 
Kahuku Unit, HVNP. Free, short, .4 mile hike. 
Bring snack and water. nps.gov/havo

Sunday Walk in the Park: Halemaʻumaʻu Trail, 
Sunday, Jan. 12 – second Saturday, monthly – 
10a.m.-noon, meet at Kīlauea Visitor Center, 
HVNP. Organized by Friends of HVNP. Moderate 
1.6 mile round trip hike. Free for members. Reg-
ister online. Park entrance fees apply. 985-7373, 
admin@fhvnp.org, fhvnp.org

Medicine for the Mind: Teachings in the Tibetan 
Buddhist Tradition, Sunday, Jan. 12 and 26 – 2nd 
Sunday, monthly – 3-5p.m., Volcano Art Center. 
Free; calabash donations welcome. Dress warmly. 
Patty Johnson, 345-1527, volcanoartcenter.org

Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op Group, Tuesday, Jan. 14 
and 28 – every other Tuesday, monthly – 9a.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. Parent-led home-
school activity and social group, building com-
munity in Ka‘ū. Call to confirm location before 
attending. Laura Roberts, 406-249-3351

Empower Girls Meeting, Tuesday, Jan. 14 and 28 
– every other Tuesday, monthly – 11a.m.-1p.m., 
PARENTS, Inc. office, Nā‘ālehu. Registration re-
quired. Diana, 935-4805

Cultural Understanding Through Art & the En-
vironment: Lauhala Weaving Ku‘uipo Kakahi-
ki-Morales, Tuesday, Jan. 14 – second Tuesday, 
monthly – 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center. $10 
per person supply fee. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.
org

After Dark in the Park – What's Happening at 
Kīlauea Volcano's Summit?, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 
7-8p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. Join 
USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory geologists 
Matt Patrick and Tricia Nadeau. Free; Park en-

of two to five years.
To apply, call Hawaiʻi Public Housing 

Authority at 933-0474.
The Pāhala senior housing is in walk-

ing distance of the post office, bank, rural 
heath clinic, library, pharmacy, hospital, 
swimming pool, gym, two food stores, and 
several churches and community centers.

The housing comes with parking lots 
and the county provides senior transporta-
tion to reach medical appointments, shop, 

and attend events.
The housing is adjacent to the Pāhala 

Senior Center, where the County of 
Hawaiʻi's Nutrition Program offers $3 
meals on weekdays for anyone 60 and 
older at 10:30 a.m. Sign up for meals by 
calling Julie Pasquale, Mondays through 
Fridays, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Pāhala Senior Center Garden is 
on the grounds for growing food and is 
cared for by residents and other volunteers.

Senior Housing, from pg. 1

Legislature, from pg. 5
vote in each chamber, a deadline of Friday, 
April 24. Once adopted by the legislature, 
the proposed amendment is submitted to 
the voters, in the form of a "yes or no" 
question on the ballot.

Non-fiscal bills must be submitted for 
final reading by both chambers by Wednes-
day, April 29, while fiscal bills' deadlines 

are Thursday, April 30.
The sessions is adjourned Thursday, 

May 7, the 60th legislative day of a regular 
session. The legislature then certifies bills 
which both chambers have agreed on, and 
transmit them to the governor.

Contact PAR for info on governor's 
deadlines at 808-587-0478, par@capitol.
hawaii.gov, or lrbhawaii.org/par.
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trance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo
Ocean View Community Association Board 

of Directors Mtg., Wednesday, Jan. 15 – third 
Wednesday, monthly – 12:30-1:30p.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Family Reading Night, Wednesday, Jan. 15 – third 
Tuesday, monthly – 6-7p.m., Nā‘ālehu Elementary 
School Cafeteria. Family reading, make & take ac-
tivities, snacks provided. Free,

Aloha Kidney in Kaʻū, Thursday afternoons, 
1-3:30p.m., Jan. 16 through Feb 20, Kaʻū Re-
source Center, 96-3126 Puahala St. in Pāhala. Free 

class series on Chronic Kidney Disease lead by re-
tired kidney doctor Ramona Wong. Enroll online 
at alohakidney.com or call (808) 585-8404.

Nāʻālehu School Family Reading Night, Thurs-
day, Jan. 16 – third Wednesday, monthly – 
6-7p.m., Ocean View Community Center. Family 
reading, make & take activities, snacks provided. 
Free. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Hawaii Wildlife Fund - Ka‘ū Community 
Cleanup, Saturday, Jan. 18. BYO-4WD welcome. 
RSVP: 769-7629, mattieHWF@gmail.com, or ka-
hakai.cleanups@gmail.com. wildhawaii.org

Soft Pastel Still Life Workshop with Patti Pease 
Johnson, Saturday, Jan. 18, 9a.m. Beginner and 
intermediate artists welcome. 967-8222, volcano-
artcenter.org

Birth of Kahuku, Saturday, Jan. 18, 9:30-
11:30a.m., Kahuku Unit, HVNP. Free, easy-to-
moderate hike. Bring snack and water. nps.gov/
havo

Hike Back in Time To The 1969-74 Mauna Ulu 
Eruption, Saturday, Jan. 18, 10a.m.-1p.m., Mau-
na Ulu parking lot. USGS HVO geologist Dr. Car-
olyn Parcheta leads a two-hour guided walk. Free; 
Park entrance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

Ocean View C.E.R.T. Mtg., Saturday, Jan. 18 and 
Feb. 4 – every other Tuesday – 10a.m.-1p.m., OV 
Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Pupule Papales Band, Saturday, Jan. 18, 7-10p.m., 
Kīlauea Military Camp's Lava Lounge, in HVNP. 
$5 cover charge, free to in-house guests. Open to 
authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park en-
trance fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Hi‘iaka & Pele, Sunday, Jan. 19, 9:30-11:30a.m., 
Kahuku Unit, HVNP. Free, moderate, one-mile 
walk. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

Fee Free Day at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park, Monday, Jan. 20, midnight-11:59p.m. Park 
entrance fees waived for Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

AdvoCATS, Monday, Jan. 20, 7a.m.-4:30p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. Free spay/neuter 
for cats. 895-9283, advocatshawaii.org

Cultural Understanding through Art & the En-
vironment: Ti Leaf Lei Making with Jelena 
Clay, Tuesday, Jan. 21 – third Tuesday, Monthly 
– 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center. Register req. 
$10 supply fee. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

After Dark in the Park – Kīlauea Lower East 
Rift Zone 2019: Quiet But Insightful, Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, 7-8p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Audito-
rium. USGS HVO geologist Carolyn Parcheta 
shares recent observations and findings. Free; Park 
entrance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

Kuʻi Kalo: Pound Poi, Wednesday, Jan. 22, 
10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lanai, HVNP, 
with Ranger Keoni Kaholo‘a‘a. Free; Park en-
trance fess apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

PETFIX Spay and Neuter Free Clinic for Cats 

and Dogs, Thursday and Friday, Jan. 23 and 24, 
Ocean View Ranchos. Registration: contact Bridg-
et at (808)990-3548 or petfixbigisland@gmail.
com.

Old Style Pau Hana Mele & Hula ‘Auana, Fri-
day, Jan. 24 – fourth Friday, monthly – 4-5:30p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. Held outdoors, weather per-
mitting. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Palm Trail, Saturday, Jan. 25, 9:30-12:30p.m., Ka-
huku Unit, HVNP. Free, relatively difficult, 2.6-
mile, hike. Bring snack and water. nps.gov/havo

Sounds at the Summit: Hilo Jazz Orchestra 
Frank Zappa Tribute, Saturday, Jan. 25, 5:30-
7:30p.m. Hawaiʻi Island musician and composer 
Trever Veilleux, director. Annual concert tends to 
sell out. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

Blue Tattoo Band, Saturday, Jan. 25, 7-10p.m., 
Kīlauea Military Camp's Lava Lounge, in HVNP. 
$5 cover charge, free to in-house guests. Open to 
authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park en-
trance fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Cultural Understanding Through Art & the 
Environment: Kapa Aloha ʻĀina, the fabric of 
Hawaiʻi with Puakea Forester, Monday, Jan. 27 – 
fourth Monday, monthly – 2:30-4:30p.m., Volcano 
Art Center. Registration required. $10 per person 
supply fee. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org

After Dark in the Park – Seismicity of the 2018 
Kīlauea Volcano Eruption, Tuesday, Jan. 28, 
7-8p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. HVO 
seismologist Brian Shiro recounts 2018 earth-
quake, describes current seismicity and HVO's on-
going efforts to improve seismic monitoring. Free; 
Park entrance fees apply. 985-6101, nps.gov/havo

H.O.V.E. Road Maintenance Corp. Board Mtg., 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 – last Tuesday, monthly – 10a.m., 
H.O.V.E. RMC office, 92-8979 Lehua Lane, 
Ocean View. 929-9910, hoveroad.com

Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tuesday, Jan. 28 – last Tuesday, 
monthly – 11:30a.m.-1p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal 
Church in Ocean View. Volunteers welcome. Dave 
Breskin, 319-8333

Ka‘ū Food Basket, Thursday, Jan. 30 – last Thurs-
day, monthly – 11a.m.-noon, Pāhala Community 
Center. 928-3102

Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, Thursday, Jan. 
30 – last Thursday, monthly – 4-6p.m., Cooper 
Center. Free for all. Packaged goods for home to 
those in need. Donations and volunteers encour-
aged. 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org

Kahuku Coffee Talk – Makahiki: A Celebrated 
Season, Friday, Jan. 31 – last Friday, monthly – 
9:30-11a.m., Contact Station. Free. nps.gov/havo

Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park hosts the 11th annual Volcano Awareness Month in January, 
with events in and around the Park, and all over the island.                                            NPS photos

UH-Hilo on Jan. 9. Both 2018 and 2019 were years of profound change at Kīlauea 
Volcano and the USGS HVO. Devastation caused by the largest lower East Rift Zone 
eruption and summit collapse in at least 200 years resulted in many transitions for is-
land residents, including HVO. Tina Neal, Scientist-in-Charge of the HVO, describes 
the current status of Kīlauea and Mauna Loa and what might be coming next. She 
also recaps HVO's situation since having to vacate its building at Kīlauea's summit in 
2018, and shares info on the exciting next steps for the volcano observatory in 2020 
and beyond. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' ongoing After Dark in the Park series.

‘Ai Pono – Healthy Hawaiian foods, Wednesday, Jan. 8 from 10 a.m. to noon, 
Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. ‘Anakē (Aunty) Edna Baldado discusses eating and 
living healthier with native Hawaiian foods like kalo (the staple food of Hawaiians), 
‘uala (sweet potato) and ‘ulu (breadfruit). Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes’ ‘Ike Hana 
No‘eau, Experience the Skillful Work, workshops.

A walk through Kīlauea Volcano's summit history, Thursday, Jan. 9; Friday, Jan. 
17; Wednesday, Jan. 22; and Saturday, Jan. 25. Meet at Devastation Trail parking lot 
on Crater Rim Drive; arrive early, as the guided walk to Keanakākoʻi Crater begins 
promptly at 8 a.m. Join USGS HVO scientist emeritus Don Swanson on a two-hour 
walk, learning about the past 500 years of Kīlauea Volcano's history as revealed by 
rocks, craters, and cracks. Along the walk, Swanson points out and explains some of 
the features that formed during the 2018 summit collapse events, as well as the best 
publicly accessible display of explosive deposits erupted from Kīlauea around 230-
370 years ago, one of which probably relates to an important oral tradition. Swanson 
also shows two contrasting vents for the July 1974 eruption, highlights the thick 
deposit of pumice and scoria erupted in 1959, and ponders the origin of Keanakāko‘i 

Volcano Awareness Month, from pg. 1

Volcano Awareness Month, pg. 15

OV Growth, from pg. 1
they're the only detailed estimates for ar-
eas with populations under 20,000 people.

Hawaiʻi Island leads the state in pop-
ulation growth, with an overall estimated 
increase of 5.52 percent, or 10,614 peo-
ple, from 187,044 in 2014 to 197,658 in 
2018. Laupahoehoe lost an estimated 23 
percent, 159 people, in the same time pe-
riod. Of the 42 towns on the island, 15 lost 
population, with six losing over ten per-
cent. Kurtistown is estimated to have the 
largest increase, 457 more people, from 
862 to 1,319, a 37.73 percent increase, in 
the same time period.

The Hawaiʻi Tribune-Herald report-
ed that Mayor Harry Kim understands the 
population loss in the northern portions 
of the island; that the macadamia nut in-
dustry was supposed to take over after the 
sugar plantations closed at the turn of the 
century, but that didn't happen. Kim said 
the Hamakua Coast is "a beautiful place 
to live but a very difficult place to make a 
living, because no matter where you live, 

you have to find a place to work." He also 
said that the comparatively short com-
mute from Kurtistown to Hilo has sparked 
that growth.

HOVE, said Kim, is a longer com-
mute from Kona – 47 miles – but with the 
increase in housing prices, he also said 
he "knows at least one family that moved 
there because of the cost of living in Kai-
lua-Kona," reported the Tribune.

Between 2014 and 2018, Maui's pop-
ulation grew an estimated 5.52 percent, 
Kauaʻi 5.16 percent, and Oʻahu 2.38 per-
cent, reported the Tribune.

Kim, reported the Tribune, is unsur-
prised by the numbers. He told the paper 
that Hawaiʻi Island is attracting more peo-
ple because the median price of a home on 
the Big Island is less than $400,000, about 
half the price of homes on the other is-
lands. "The census means more than num-
bers to me," Kim told the Tribune. "It's a 
very good picture of who we are and what 
our needs are."
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hemp test plotssaid Hawaiʻi is ideal for growing 
hemp. One of the challenges is keeping CBD in the 
hemp under the federal limit of .3 percent for the 
active ingredient in many legal products. Creagan 
and Smith said that the limit could be controlled 
through genetics of the plant. Some said that ge-
netics through the GMO process to limit the per-
centage of CBD might dim the market. Other ways 
of breeding could be attempted. Perhaps federal 
approval could be received to extract the extra the 
CBD, to bring the hemp into the legal standard.

In other topics, a South Point farmer, Dr. Jana 
Bogs, said her goal is to grow food with more nu-
trients. She said she has a PhD in horticulture and 
has found that the nutrients in edible plants can be 

doubled through man-
aging the soil where 
they grow. She said 
farming for the most 
nutrients is "beyond 
organic." She also 
said she is involved in 
revamping the garden 
at the stone Catholic 
Church that fell down 

in the 1868 great earthquake in 
Kaʻū, and that it will once again 
be open to the public through the 
Nāʻālehu Main Street program. 
She said she is available to help 
people with soil testing, and nu-
trient enrichment suggestions for 
their farms. See beyondorgani-
cresearch.com. She has written 
several books, including Beyond 
Organic, Growing for Maximum 
Nutrition.

Farmers Union, from pg. 2

tural and cultural treasure for the people of 
Hawai‘i without the landowner's generos-
ity and flexibility," said Lea Hong, Hawai-
ian Islands State Director, The Trust for 
Public Land.

Said Byron Levkulich, Board Mem-
ber, Kaʻū Mahi, LLC, the seller of the land, 
"We are humbled to have been part of this 
community effort to conserve these special 
lands."

Suzanne Case, Chair of the Dept. of 
Land and Natural Resources, said that, in 
addition to protecting important cultural 
sites and scenic portions of the Ala Ka-
hakai National Historic Trail, the property 
also includes sea cliffs and caves that are 
nesting areas for seabirds like the Noio, 
Hawaiian black noddy. "Waikapuna has it 
all – cultural significance and incredible 
coastal natural resources. We are pleased 
that the Legacy Land Conservation Pro-
gram contributed to the preservation of 
this land. The Legacy Program has cre-
ated a tremendous legacy for Hawai‘i in its 
nearly 15 years."

The statement said, "The Kaʻū com-
munity has been working decades to protect 
their beloved 80 mile coast to honor their 
kūpuna and empower future generations to 
perpetuate their rural, subsistence lifestyle. 
The Waikapuna purchase is the first among 
five conservation projects to close, includ-
ing Kawala (conservation easement only), 
Manakaʻa Fishing Village, Kiolaka‘a, and 
Kaunamano, which are pending. All five 

projects would conserve over 6,000 acres 
of coastline, cultural sites, and pasture 
land, and connect over 10 miles of the Ala 
Kahakai National Historic Trail."

The County of Hawai‘i's Public Ac-
cess, Open Space, and Natural Resources 
Preservation Fund is used to acquire land 
or easements for public outdoor recreation 
and education, including mauka/makai ac-
cess, historic or culturally important ar-
eas and sites, natural resource, significant 
habitat or eco-systems, forests, beaches, 
coastal areas, natural beauty, agricultur-
al lands, and watersheds. Learn more at 
hawaiicounty.gov/departments/finance/
property-management.

The Legacy Land Conservation Pro-
gram provides grants to community orga-
nizations and government agencies that 
strive to purchase and protect land that 
shelters exceptional, unique, threatened, 
and endangered resources. Learn more at 
dlnr.hawaii.gov/ecosystems/llcp.

The Ala Kahakai Trail Association 
helps to connect the Ala Kahakai National 
Historic Trail to the community and en-
sures that Hawaiian values and principles 
are acknowledged and practiced. See al-
akahakaitrail.org.

The Trust for Public Land creates 
parks and protects land for people, ensur-
ing healthy, livable communities for gen-
erations to come. Millions of people live 
near a Trust for Public Land park, garden, 
or natural area, and millions more visit 
these sites every year. See tpl.org/hawaii.

Waikapuna, from pg. 7

"The Theater represents a place in 
time – a vibrant center of a former planta-
tion town – that has the potential to rein-
vigorate the town today." 

Baltimore Sun reported that Wein-
berg issues $12 million in grants per year 
in Hawaiʻi and has given more than $350 
million to nonprofits in Hawaiʻi over the 
last 30 years.

A fact sheet, given to the Baltimore 
Sun, states that Weinberg, "regularly reex-
amines and realigns its investment portfo-
lio, including real estate holdings (located 
primarily in Hawaiʻi and to a lesser extent 
in the Baltimore region) and is proud of 
its long history in Hawaiʻi and is deeply 
committed to serving the community with 
warmest aloha for many years to come."

Baltimore Sun explained, "The foun-
dation's Hawaiian footprint began after 

Weinberg traveled to the state in the 1950s 
and recognized its potential for tourism... 
He purchased properties throughout the is-
lands and, later, transit companies."

The publication points to a Weinberg 

obituary that 
said he "was 
criticized as a 
callous landlord 
who neglected 
his properties in 
Baltimore and 
elsewhere. He 
shocked those 
critical of him 
when, toward 
the end of his 
90 years, he 
announced he 
would bequeath 
most of his for-
tune, roughly 
$900 million, to 

his foundation's charitable trust."
Weinberg bought the theater in 1979, 

when it was already known as one of the 
state's most endangered historic sites. 
However, according to the article, the 
county would not necessarily restore or re-
build it, and still would have to accept the 
gift. Diane Ley, director of the county's de-
partment of research and development, told 
Baltimore Sun that "Renovating a building 
that size would prove costly, potentially 
hazardous, and time consuming. I'm not 
familiar with why the foundation bought 
it and let it go. It may have just fallen off 
their radar. It's a very small community 
with limited resources, and that creates a 
challenge as well."

Ley told the reporter that she is unsure 
of the purpose the building would serve in 
today's Nāʻālehu but hopes the county can 
engage with the community to determine 
what might benefit the area most.

Said Ley, "People are generally not 
building theaters these days, people watch 

Netflix. And again, it's a very small com-
munity. To put together a theater of that 
size is probably not feasible."

Ley said the county "can't just auto-
matically accept things," and that accept-
ing ownership of the theater would require 
administrative and legislative review. She 
said no action has been taken, that the 
county has others priorities, and that the 
process will probably not be completed in 
2019. Demchak said the foundation hasn't 
been told of any delays.

Nāʻālehu resident Glen Winterbottom 
told Baltimore Sun, "We don't have any 
other old plantation memorials that have 
survived."

The theater has had an opportunity 
to be placed on the Hawaiʻi Register of 
Historic Places, according to a resolution 
sponsored by state Rep. Richard Creagan 
last year that asked the county use eminent 
domain to preserve its legacy. Mayor Kim's 
office and members of the Hawaiʻi House 
of Representatives sent letters to the foun-
dation in March 2018. The mayor asked 
what Weinberg's plans were for the theater 
and other property in Nāʻālehu "relative 
to the Foundation's mission to assist low-
income and vulnerable families." The rep-
resentatives asked Weinberg to work with 
the community to help preserve the theater.

The theater has been listed with his-
torichawaii.org since 2010. It is consid-
ered "threatened" by the Historic Hawaiʻi 
Foundation. Its website states that "due to 
its decline, the State Historic Preservation 
Division has determined it is now too dam-
aged for the registry. As the structure's de-
cline continues, there is the potential that 
the building could be declared a public 
safety hazard forcing the owners to decide 
between repair or demolition."

Nāʻālehu Theatre, from pg. 1

Some of the roof damage to Nāʻālehu Theatre can be seen in this photo. 
Photo by Peter Anderson
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KAHUKU TO MiLOLi‘i
Holidays at Kahuku Showcase Art, Craftsmanship, Talent

Music, crafts, and food 
drew a large crowd of Kaʻū 
residents and tourists to the 
second annual Holidays at 
Kahuku in Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park.

Crowd-pleasing tunes 
were the constant enter-
tainment at the community 
event. Classically-trained 
opera singer D'Andrea Pel-
letier, from Volcano, opened 
the show with her power-
ful and emotional rendition 
of popular classics. She was 
followed by two bands, Blue 
Tattoo and Shootz, in a mu-
sical line-up that gave the event a festive 
boost.

The popular event was sponsored by 
the non-profit Friends of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park. Elizabeth Fein, President and 
CEO, told The Kaʻū Calendar that, while 
the event could have been a fund raiser, it 
was really a community event intended to 
bring people together for a day at Kahuku 
where they could enjoy not only the music, 
but also food and the benefits of buying di-
rectly from crafters in Kaʻū.

Said Fein, "We want to remind the 
community that the park is here. We are 
the Park's official philanthropic partner." 
Friends sponsors the popular After Dark at 
the Park lecture series, the Youth Ranger 
program, and other projects. The organiza-
tion helped keep the Park open during the 
35-day government shut down a year ago.

Volcano House sold plate lunches, the 
Hawaiian Civic Club of Kaʻū sold hot dogs, 
and the Friends of HVNP had drinks, chips, 
and shave ice for sale.

Twenty-four vendors signed up for the 
event, offering crafts in mediums as diverse 
as feathers, glass, photography, paper, pot-
tery, wood, wool, and preserved fruit.

Justine Dennis, who brought her spin-
ning wheel to the event 
and wove yarn from a bin 
of locally grown Alpaca 
wool, proved to be a pop-
ular draw. The Alpaca are 
raised within a few miles 
of the crafts fair, and are 
owned by an employee 
of the Park. The yarn 
produced by Dennis was 
a top-selling item at the 
Knitwits booth.

Robyn Stratton, a 
founding member of Knit-
wits, told The Kaʻū Cal-
endar that the informal 
group of women fabric 
artists in Ocean View has raised more than 
twice as much money from selling crafts 
this year, than they did in 2018.

All the money from the sales goes di-
rectly to the Kaʻū Food Pantry. The Pantry 
is a non-profit organization that helps about 
130 needy families in Ocean View. Knitwits 
meets each Tuesday from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. The size of the group can vary from 
two to 14 women. Mem-
bers enjoy building warm 
friendships with other like-
minded women, said Strat-
ton, while creating saleable 
items, which, in turn, help the 
under-privileged. They wel-
come new members. 

Rourk Reagan, own-
er of Pukana La Farms in 
Waiʻōhinu, produces jams 
and jellies from locally 

grown fruit. He told The Kaʻū Calendar that 
he uses surplus fresh fruit when it is in sea-
son. He creates a wide range of preserves, 
including persimmon from a tree in upper 
Hawaiian Ocean View Estates.

A long-time creator of fused glass art, 
Lynn Clarke, of Ocean View, combines 
pieces of glass and bakes them in her studio 
kiln until they fuse.

Award-winning wood craftsman, 
Thomas King, established Woods of 
Hawaiʻi in 1990 in Kaʻū. He demonstrated 
his workmanship – all created from Koa – 
with boxes, frames, jewelry, and more.

Shootz entertains the crowds with  Rock & Roll and Motown.
Photo by Annie Bosted

Justine Dennis spins yarn from locally grown Alpaca wool in front 
of the  Knitwits booth. Creations of the Ocean View womens' group 
sell to benefit Kaʻū Food Pantry.                Photo by Annie Bosted
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ENERGY, sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U
Hawaiʻi Wildlife reviews its accom-

plishments for 2019. The year in review de-
tails activities of staff and volunteers:

Removed hundreds of invasive plants 
from along the banks of two coastal wet-
lands, and from within 129 acres of coastal 
dry-forest vegetation in the Kaʻū Forest 
Reserve.

Received and field-tested the makana, 
gift, of the Hōʻola One prototype from the 
engineering students at the University of 
Sherbrooke, Canada. The machine separates 

Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund Reviews Work on Kaʻū Coast
microplastics from 
beach sand and will 
be used by HWF team 
statewide.

Removed over 
81,150 lbs of ma-
rine debris during 79 
cleanups on 3 islands 
– Hawaiʻi island, 
Maui, and Lānaʻi – 
with the help of 1,758 
volunteers (total vol-

unteer 
work-
day 
count).

Reached 841 students in 
schools on Hawaiʻi and Maui 
Islands with two environmen-
tal education classroom pro-
grams and outreach to youth 
groups in the field.

Continued collaborations 
with other NGOs, landown-

ers, and government agencies 
to identify and evaluate efficient 

methods of removing in-
vasive fish from native an-
chialine pool habitats.

Educated visitors 
about pono (proper) view-
ing etiquette with our daily 
Honu Watch efforts and re-
corded over 15,000 sight-
ings of green sea turtles 
(honu) on Maui.

Helped guide 255 
green turtle hatchlings to 
the ocean (from 4 nests) on 

Maui.
Received official notice 

that HWF and partners will 
host the 5th International 
Anchialine Ecosystems Symposium in 

Fall 2021.
HWF's Executive Director Hannah Ber-

nard accepted the honor of being inducted as 
one of "Maui's heroes" at the Akakū Maui 
Community Media Walk of Heroes event.

Participated as lead plaintiffs in two 
lawsuits to protect local and national marine 

wildlife health, one of which was heard be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court in the landmark 
Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund et al. vs. Maui Coun-
ty Clean Water Act case.

Upcoming Kaʻū cleanup events are 
Saturday, Jan. 18, Sunday, Feb. 9, and Satur-
day, March 21. Volunteer spaces are limited; 
RSVP to kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com.

Sanctuary Humpback Whale Count
Volunteering to count humpback 

whales in Kaʻū waters will be on the last 
Saturdays of the first three months of 2020. 
Hawaiian Humpback 
Whale Marine Sanctu-
ary Ocean Count dates 
are Jan. 25, Feb. 29, and 
March 28. is open at 
oceancount.org.

Sponsored by Na-
tional Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administra-
tion, volunteers count 
sightings of humpback 
whales and other ma-
rine mammals and re-
cord their activies.

Kaʻū area places 
are: Kaʻena Point in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park, Miloli‘i Lookout, Ka Lae 
Park, and Punalu‘u Black Sand Beach 
Park. Volunteer times run from 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m., orientation included.

Ocean Count promotes public aware-
ness about humpback whales, the sanctu-
ary, and shore-based whale watching op-

portunities. The sanctuary holds Ocean 
Count three times each year during peak 
whale season. Participants tally humpback 

whale sightings and document the animals' 
surface behavior during the survey, which 
provides a snapshot of humpback whale 
activity from the shoreline.

Ocean Count, the yearly volunteer-de-
pendent sighting for humpback whales in 
Hawaiian waters, takes place on Hawaiʻi 
Island, Kauaʻi, and Oʻahu.

Public Access, Open Space, and Natural Resource preservation grants to steward 
Kaʻū properties were unanimously approved recently by Hawaiʻi County Council 
members. A $97,315 grant was awarded to Nā Mamo o Kāwā, to "protect, preserve, 
and restore" the Kāwā properties in Kaʻū. Hoʻomalu Kaʻū was granted $24,250, to 
"protect, preserve, and restore" the Kahuā Olohu, Kaunamano, property in Kaʻū. Both 
organizations are 501(c)(3) nonprofits.

PONC Grants for Ka‘ū

Kaʻū area places to participate in the Sanctuary Humpback Whale Count 
are: Kaʻena Point in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, Miloli‘i Lookout, 
Ka Lae Park, and Punalu‘u Black Sand Beach Park. Times are 7:30 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m., orientation included.                                         Photo from NOAA

Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund requests volunteers to help out at monthly 
community cleanup events at Lae o Kamilo, along the Waiʻōhinu 
coastal strand. Learn how to take part.                Photo from HWF

This team of 17 Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund staff and volunteers, 
including two young keiki, cleaned up 886 pounds of debris at 
Kamilo on Saturday, Dec. 22.                                   Photo from HWF

HWF's Mattie Mae Larson, the 
Art & Cleanup Coordinator for 
Hawaiʻi Island and owner of 
Upcycle Hawaiʻi, bedecked in 
derelict fishing nets, at a Hawaiʻi 
Island cleanup. Photo from HWF
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Jessie Marques: Aloha State's Community Star
Jessie Marques is the Aloha State's 

Community Star, as winner of the 2019 
National Rural Health Day award. The 
Pāhala resident is founder of Kaʻū Ru-
ral Health Community 
Association.

Gregg Kishaba, Rural 
Communities Health Co-
ordinator for the Hawaiʻi 
State Office of Primary 
Care and Rural Health in 
the state Department of 
Health, said: "For over 20 
years, Jessie has continu-
ously fought for equitable 
access to health care ser-
vices and programs in her 
community. But make no 
mistake; it was an under-
taking that many would 
likely decline.

"In 1996, Jessie was asked by a physi-
cian and nursing staff to help prevent the 
closure of the local (Kaʻū) hospital. Not 
only did she say yes to the request, but she 
also served as the volunteer organizer for 
the Grassroots Coalition to preserve access 
to quality health care for the community of 
roughly 1,700 residents.

"By 1998, Jessie mobilized the com-

munity and created Kaʻū Rural Health 
Community Association, the first - and at 
the time, only - Rural Health Community 
Association in the United States. By es-

tablishing KRHCA, she built the needed 
infrastructure to leverage sparse resources, 
while enabling local, state, and federal 
funding to reach her small rural communi-
ty located in the southern part of the Island 
of Hawaiʻi.

"Throughout the years, Jessie served 
as a volunteer on the Association's board 
of directors, both as president and secre-
tary, and later was asked to take on the role 

of executive director. A few of the many 
milestones for KRHCA made possible 
through her efforts include establishing a 
resource and distance learning center, and 

launching the first 
Kaʻū Rural Health 
Academy, a train-
ing demonstration 
project that focuses 
on health education, 
research opportuni-
ties, and economic 
sustainability. She 
also partnered with 
the Hawaiʻi Medical 
Service Association 
(independent licensee 
of Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield Association) 
on a telemedicine pi-

lot by installing a health kiosk that virtu-
ally links patients with a physician."

After her nomination, Marques said, 
"I am sincerely humbled, but this nomi-
nation belongs to all those who helped 
me understand the importance of being 
involved in civic engagement, volunteer-
ism, policy and decision making, leader-
ship, and advocating for rural, underserved 
communities."

Fed Bans Sales of Tobacco to Under 21
Selling tobacco products to anyone 

under 21 is a federal offense, following 
Pres. Donald Trump signing the measure 
in December. The legislation was first au-
thored by Kaʻū's Senator, Brian Schatz. 
Hawaiʻi was the first state to raise the 
tobacco age to 21, on Jan. 1, 2016, but 
federal law gives it more teeth and helps 
prevent visiting youth from carrying it into 
the state. The age was 18 for sale of tobac-
co. The new minimum age applies to all 
tobacco products, including e-cigarettes 
and vaping cartridges.

Said Schatz, "This is a big win for 

public health. Raising the minimum 
smoking and vaping age to 21 will pro-
tect our kids and… will save more than 
200,000 lives every year."

The measure is part of a larger ap-
propriations bill, which includes $25 
million for gun violence research. The 
funds would be shared by the National 
Institutes of Health, and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

On the same day, Trump also 
signed a $738 defense bill, which cre-
ated the first new military branch since 
the 1940s, Space Force.
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KA PEPA vOLCANO
Nēnē Emerge from Endangered to Threatened Status

Nēnē geese are a threatened species, 
upgraded from endangered after more than 
50 years on the List. U.S. Department of the 
Interior Secretary David Bernhardt made the 
announcement in December, during a trip to 
Oʻahu. He said he thinks the endemic goose, 
Hawaiʻi's State Bird, can safely be taken 
off the Endangered Species List. The nēnē 
population is estimated at over 3,000 birds 
and increasing, with over 1,000 on Hawaiʻi 
Island. Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park's 
population is over 250.

Bernhardt told state officials, "You have 
a tremendously inspiring story. This is a sto-
ry about what the Endangered Species Act 
is supposed to be about, and the great thing 
here is we're moving this bird – really, in my 
opinion – from the emergency ward or the 
intensive care unit. It's still in the hospital. 
It still needs [us] to be protective of it and 
thoughtful of it."

He contended that changing the listing 
for nēnē from Endangered to Threatened 
will "ensure that there's some flexibilities 
built in for the neighbors and folks that are 
gonna have some more experiences with 
these birds as their population grows."

Sen. Brian Schatz said, "We have a long 
way to go before the nēnē is completely re-
covered – and it will require continued pro-
tections – but this is an important milestone. 
It shows how the Endangered Species Act is 
supposed to work: a science-based recovery 
plan and a strong partnership between the 
state and federal governments.

New Field Station for USGS HVO
A new $21 million field station 

for Hawaiian Volcanoes Observa-
tory is approved after the success-
ful advocacy of Sen. Mazie Hirono. 
The congressional funding came in 
2019 year end spending for the U.S. 
Geological Survey Hawaiian Vol-
cano Observatory for the new site 
within Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park.  The old site, including Jag-
gar Museum, was irreparable after 
the constant earthquakes during the 
2018 Kīlauea eruption.

A statement from Hirono says, 
"The field station is instrumental for 

HVO to monitor changes and 
trends at Kīlauea and Mauna 
Loa – both of which are clas-
sified as very-high-threat 
volcanoes under the Nation-
al Volcano Early Warning 
System."

Said the senator, "Scien-
tists at the Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory are at the front 
lines of monitoring, respond-
ing to, and protecting us from 
volcanic activity. Our state 
saw this first hand (in 2018) 
as HVO scientists worked 
around the clock to provide 
constant information about 
the Kīlauea eruption. This 
significant federal investment 
will support ongoing HVO 

monitoring at Kīlauea and Mauna Loa, and I 
will continue to advocate for federal resources 
to support their crucial mission."

Hirono is a consistent champion of HVO, 
its mission, and its presence on Hawaiʻi Is-
land. In May, she secured $72.3 million in 
funding for HVO to rebuild its headquarters 
and support staff operating in temporary fa-
cilities following their displacement from 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park.

During his confirmation hearing in 
March, Hirono urged then-Acting Interior 
Secretary David Bernhardt to incorporate 
feedback from Hawaiʻi Island residents and 
Hawaiʻi's Congressional Delegation before 
deciding whether to move the Observatory 
to Oʻahu. Following a meeting in May with 
Director of the USGS Director John Reilly, 
Hirono announced that HVO would remain 
anchored on Hawaiʻi Island.

"Thanks to the Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice, the Hawai‘i Department of Land & 
Natural Resources, and the many environ-
mental organizations and volunteers who 

have worked to save our iconic state bird."
Maxx Phillips, the Center for Biologi-

cal Diversity's Hawaiʻi director, said in a 
statement that "the successful efforts to re-

cover the nēnē demonstrate how effective 
the Endangered Species Act truly is. With-
out this landmark law, wildlife in 
danger of disappearing forever, like 
the nēnē, would have little hope of 
recovery."

However, Phillips pointed out 
that "the Trump administration has 
only protected 21 species under 
the Endangered Species Act — the 
lowest of any administration at this 
point in a presidential term," and 
that rollbacks to key Endangered 
Species Act regulations made ear-
lier this year "could lead to extinc-

tion for hundreds of animals and 
plants."

Nēnē, the Hawaiian goose –
which was on the Volcano House 
restaurant menu generations ago –was list-
ed as Endangered in 1967.

The National Park Service estimates 
25,000 wild nēnē lived here when Captain 
Cook arrived in Hawaiʻi in 1778. The nēnē 
population dwindled to 30 by 1960.

Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park's web-
site attributes the huge drop in nēnē numbers 
to: predation by intentionally introduced non-
native species like mongooses, cats, and dogs; 
death by hunters; loss of habitat to intention-
ally introduced non-native foraging animals 
such as goats, pigs, and cattle; loss of food 
and cover plants from introduced plants; loss 
of lowland habitat, where more food is avail-
able that helps goslings grow; and being hit by 
road vehicles and golf balls on golf courses.

In the 1970s, captive breeding programs 
were started in the Park, but all the population-
reducing factors remained. The Park began 
habitat restoration projects, in and around the 
Park. The Park launched education for visi-
tors and residents alike, urging them to refrain 
from feeding – they eat native ‘ōhelo berries 
and other plants – and to watch for them on 

Sen. Mazie Hirono and Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
Scientist-in-Charge Tina Neal at the Emergency Operations 
Center in Hilo in May 2018.                            Photo from Hirono

The Hawaiian goose, nēnē, the largest native land animal in Hawai‘i, is federally listed as a Threat-
ened Species, its population growing during more than 50 years on the Endangered Species List. 

Photo from NPS/Janice Wei

Learn about nēnē on the recent podcast series Voices of 
Science, which discusses the geese, the Park's night skies, 
invasive coqui frogs, and more, at nps.gov/havo/learn/nature/
vos.htm.                                          Photo from NPS/Janice Wei

Park officials urge motorists watch for nēnē, which 
are fond of eating the plants on roadsides. 

Photo from NPS/Janice Wei

roadways, especially during breeding and 
nesting times of the year.

Impeachment, from pg. 16

express that judgment at the ballot box. 
That is the way real and lasting change 
has always occurred in this great country: 
through the forcefully expressed will of 
the people.

"A house divided cannot stand. And 
today we are divided. Fragmentation and 
polarity are ripping our country apart.  This 
breaks my heart, and breaks the hearts of 
all patriotic Americans, whether we are 
Democrats, Republicans, or Independents.

"So today, I come before you to make 
a stand for the center, to appeal to all of 
you to bridge our differences and stand up 
for the American people.

"My vote today is a vote for much 
needed reconciliation and hope that to-
gether we can heal our country. Let's work 
side-by-side, seeking common ground, to 
usher in a bright future for the American 
people and our nation."
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Crater. A ranger will be available to an-
swer questions about the Park.

Hike the path of Mauna Loa's 1868 
lava flow, Saturday, Jan. 11, 10 a.m., Ka-

huku Unit. RCUH-HVO geologists Ka-
tie Mulliken and Lil DeSmither lead this 
guided hike along the Pu‘u o Lokuana 
trail in the Kahuku Unit of the Park. Dur-
ing the hike, learn about the eruptive his-
tory, structure, and current status of Mauna 
Loa, Earth's largest active volcano, as you 
traverse lava flows from its 1868 eruption. 
Katie and Lil explain the volcanic features 
along the trail and tell the story of the de-
structive eruption and associated earth-
quakes in 1868. They also share informa-
tion on how HVO monitors Mauna Loa, 
which has erupted 33 times since 1843, 

most recently in 1984. A park ranger will 
assist with the hike to answer questions 
about Kahuku.

What's happening at Kīlauea Vol-
cano's summit?, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m., 
at Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. 
Kīlauea Volcano's summit has been in an 
eruptive pause since the 2018 events ended 
over a year ago. Nevertheless, it remains 
a dynamic place. Ongoing inflation and 
seismicity indicate that the summit mag-
ma chamber is gradually recharging. A 
water lake, unprecedented in the written 
historical record, appeared at the bottom 
of Halema‘uma‘u in late July 2019 and 
has steadily risen. What are the potential 
hazards at Kīlauea's summit? Could explo-
sive activity return? What is known about 
the water lake? How is it monitored? Join 
USGS HVO geologists Matt Patrick and 
Tricia Nadeau as they answer these ques-
tions and more. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' 
ongoing After Dark in the Park series.

Hike back in time to the 1969-74 
Mauna Ulu eruption, Saturday, Jan. 18. 
Meet at Mauna Ulu parking lot before the 
10 a.m. start time. USGS VO geologist 
Dr. Carolyn Parcheta leads this two-hour 
guided walk along the fissure that started 
the Mauna Ulu eruption on May 24, 1969. 
Lava continued to erupt over the next five 
years, making it the longest observed ef-
fusive rift eruption at the time. The erup-
tion ultimately built a lava shield, Mauna 

Ulu, growing mountain, a prominent 
landmark on Kīlauea's East Rift Zone. It 
also sent lava flows to the coast and al-
lowed for detailed observations of erup-
tion processes. During the walk, Parcheta 

describes how fissures form, 
how lava fountains erupt, how 
these eruptions create the en-
vironment you see, and why 
some lava drained back into 
the ground. She also discusses 
her research that revealed just 
how deep the fissure extends 
into the ground. A park ranger 
assists to answer questions 
about the Park.

Fee-Free Day in Honor 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Monday, Jan. 20. All fee-
charging national parks – in-

cluding Hawai‘i Volcanoes, Pu‘uhonua o 
Hōnaunau National Historical Park and 
Haleakalā National Park – will have free  
entry that day. For a complete list of fee-
free dates in 2020, go to nps.gov/planyour-
visit/fee-free-parks.htm. 

Kīlauea lower East Rift Zone 2019: 
quiet but insightful, Tuesday, Jan. 21, 7 
p.m., at Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. 
In the year since Kīlauea Volcano's notable 
2018 eruption ended, the lower East Rift 
Zone has been relatively quiet. But USGS 
HVO scientists continue to gain insight 
into the eruption through ongoing research 
and monitoring. For answers to some of 
the many questions asked by island resi-
dents – Why did the fissures erupt along 
a linear pattern? How long will it take for 
the lava to solidify? Why is vegetation still 
dying in the area? – join USGS HVO ge-
ologist Carolyn Parcheta as she explores 
these and other queries and shares recent 
observations and findings by HVO scien-
tists. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' ongoing 
After Dark in the Park series.

Ku‘i Kalo – Pound Poi, Wednesday, 
Jan. 22 from 10 a.m. to noon, at Kīlauea 
Visitor Center lānai. Make poi, the staple 
food of the Hawaiian diet. The root of the 
kalo plant is cooked and ku‘i (pounded) 
to create this classic Hawaiian dish. Join 
Ranger Keoni Kaholo‘a‘ā as he shares his 
knowledge of kalo. Part of Hawai‘i Volca-
noes’ ‘Ike Hana No‘eau, Experience the 
Skillful Work, workshops.

Seismicity of the 2018 Kīlauea Vol-
cano eruption, Tuesday, Jan. 28 at 7 p.m., 
at Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. The 
2018 Kīlauea eruption produced unprece-
dented levels of seismicity in the volcano's 
instrumented history. USGS HVO docu-
mented about 80,000 earthquakes during 
the three-month eruption, starting with 
the dramatic collapse of the Puʻu ʻŌʻō 
cone on April 30 and ending with the final 
Kīlauea summit caldera collapse event on 
Aug. 5. The sequence included a magni-
tude-6.9 south flank earthquake, the largest 
for Hawai‘i in 45 years. HVO seismolo-
gist Brian Shiro recounts the 2018 earth-
quake story, including how HVO adapted 
its techniques to monitor the events, and 
describes current levels of seismicity and 
HVO's ongoing efforts to improve seismic 
monitoring. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' on-
going After Dark in the Park series.

Stewardship of Kīpukapuaulu, every 
Thursday at 9:30 a.m., Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 
and 30. Meet at the Kīpukapuaulu parking 
lot, Mauna Loa Road, off Highway 11 in 
the Park. Help remove troublesome plants 
at Kīpukapuaulu, home to diverse native 
forest and understory plants. Bring clip-
pers or pruners, sturdy gloves, a hat, and 
water. Wear closed-toe shoes and clothing 
that you don't mind getting permanently 
stained from morning glory sap. Be pre-
pared for cool and wet or hot and sunny 

weather. New volunteer? 
Contact Marilyn Nicholson 
for more info: nickem@ha-
waii.rr.com. 

Stewardship at the 
Summit, Jan. 3, 11, 17, and 
25. Meet at 8:45 a.m. Meet 
project leaders Paul and 
Jane Field at Kīlauea Visi-
tor Center. Volunteer to help 
remove invasive, non-native 
plant species that prevent na-
tive plants from growing in 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park, a World Heritage Site. 
Wear sturdy hiking shoes and long pants. 
Bring a hat, rain gear, day pack, snacks, 
and water. Gloves and tools are provided. 
Under 18? Parental or guardian accompa-
niment or written consent is required. Visit 
the park website for additional planning 
details: nps.gov/havo/planyourvisit/sum-
mit_stewardship.htm

A Walk into the Past with Dr. Thomas 
A. Jaggar, Tuesdays, Jan. 7, 14, 21, and 28 
at 10 a.m., noon, and 2 p.m. Each perfor-

mance is about an hour. Meet at Kīlauea 
Visitor Center. Walk back to 1912, and 
meet the founder of the Hawaiian Volcano 

Observatory, Dr. Thomas A. Jaggar, at the 
edge of Kīlauea Volcano. Dressed in peri-
od costume, Ka‘ū actor-director Dick Her-
shberger brings the renowned geologist to 
life. Dr. Jaggar will lead a tour of his tiny 
lab located below the Volcano House to 
see original seismograph equipment and 
other early instruments. Learn what mo-
tivated Dr. Jaggar to dedicate his life to 
the study of Hawaiian volcanoes, and how 
his work helps save lives today. Space is 
limited; pick up free tickets at the Kīlauea 
Visitor Center's front desk the day of the 
program. Program includes climbing stairs 
and entering a confined space. Supported 
by the Kīlauea Drama Entertainment.

Explore Kahuku. The Kahuku Unit is 
free, and is open Thursday through Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Take a self-guided 
hike, or join rangers on weekends for a 
two-hour guided trek at 9:30 a.m. Enter 
the Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park on the mauka (inland) side 
of Highway 11 near mile marker 70.5. 
Kahuku is located in Ka‘ū, and is about a 
50-minute drive south of the Park's main 
entrance. Sturdy footwear, water, rain gear, 
sun protection, and a snack are recom-
mended for all hikes.

Ranger Keoni Kaholo‘a‘ā shares his knowledge of how to pound 
kalo and make poi.                                                              NPS photo

Monday, Jan. 20 is the fee-free Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day holiday. Park visitors can explore 
the park and its unique resources – like the Pu‘u 
Loa Petroglyphs – for free.

NPS photo

Aunty Edna Baldado discusses eating and living 
healthier with traditional Hawaiian foods. 

NPS photo

Kaʻū Actor Dick Hershberger as Dr. Thomas A. Jaggar.   NPS photo
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Maile David on Maunakea: How We Got Here Not Pono
Kaʻū Councilwoman Maile David 

voted "no" on county acceptance of up to 
$10 million from the state for Maunakea 
related costs, over the standoff over the 
Thirty Meter Telescope. The unanimous 
vote came the day before Gov. David Ige 
announced the Thirty Meter Telescope 
would not be built "at this time." For those 
blockading the road to Maunakea in protest 
TMT, he set a Dec. 26 deadline to vacate 
their encampment. On the 26th, kūpuna 
kiaʻi, protectors, made an agreement with 
Mayor Harry Kim to allow access up the 
mauna for those who work there, and for 

the general public as of Dec. 28. The agree-
ment allows kiaʻi to stay near the access 
road, and protects 
them from action by 
officials for at least 
two months.

Hawaiʻi County 
Council heard pub-
lic testimony from 
those opposed to 
the TMT project 
and council mem-
bers changed their 
minds about accept-

ing the money. At their previous Finance 
Committee meeting, they gave it a positive 

recommendation. 
The money required 
a Memorandum of 
Agreement between 
the state and the 
county.

Councilmem-
bers said they had 
not seen the pro-
posed agreement 
when they voted to 
accept the money.

Said David, "To me, the underlying is-
sue is how we got here, and how we got 
here is not pono."

One of the Kū Kiaʻi Mauna move-
ment's organizers, Andre Perez, said, "I 
was dismayed to see many of you agree to 
vote to accept the money. You don't accept 
the money because there's principles, and 
there's protocols and there's right ways and 
wrong ways to do things. And in your case, 
it's codified very clearly in legal language."

Councilwoman Karen Eoff said the 
language in the MOA does not match the 
language in the council resolution.

Gabbard Votes 'Present' as President Impeached in December
Kanalua, neither yea nor nay, in 

Hawaiʻi voting, was exercised by Kaʻū's 
Congresswoman in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, which impeached Pres. 
Donald Trump on Dec. 18. During the 
vote, Rep. Tulsi Gabbard declared kanalua 
- only that she was "present."

During the proceedings, Gabbard 
called for censuring the President rather 
than impeaching him, earlier explain-
ing that the U.S. Senate, which is major-
ity Republican, will unlikely remove him 
from office through a trial next year, re-
sulting in a perception that Trump will be 
exonerated.

Gabbard also took a stand earlier that 
voting for or against Trump in the 2020 
presidential election would be the most ef-
ficient way to deal with him. Gabbard is 
also a presidential candidate.

Gabbard was the only member of 
Congress to vote "present," instead of for 
or against the two articles of impeachment 
levied against Trump.

Gabbard released the following state-

ment after the vote: "Throughout my life, 
whether through serving in the military 
or in Congress, I've always worked to do 
what is in the best interests of our coun-
try. Not what's best for me politically or 
what's best for my political party. I have 
always put our country first. One may not 
always agree with my decision, but every-
one should know that I will always do what 
I believe to be right for the country that I 
love.

"After doing my due diligence in re-
viewing the 658-page impeachment report, 
I came to the conclusion that I could not in 
good conscience vote either yes or no.

"I am standing in the center and have 
decided to vote Present. I could not in good 
conscience vote against impeachment be-
cause I believe President Trump is guilty 
of wrongdoing.

"I also could not in good conscience 
vote for impeachment because removal of 
a sitting President must not be the culmina-
tion of a partisan process, fueled by tribal 
animosities that have so gravely divided 

our country. When I cast my vote in sup-
port of the impeachment inquiry nearly 
three months ago, I said that in order to 
maintain the integrity of this solemn under-
taking, it must not be a partisan endeavor. 
Tragically, that's what it has been.

"On the one side — The president's 
defenders insist that he has done nothing 
wrong. They agree with the absurd proc-
lamation that his conduct was "perfect." 
They have abdicated their responsibility 
to exercise legitimate oversight, and in-
stead blindly do the bidding of their party's 
leader.

"On the other side — The president's 
opponents insist that if we do not impeach, 
our country will collapse into dictatorship. 
All but explicitly, they accuse him of trea-
son. Such extreme rhetoric was never con-
ducive to an impartial fact-finding process.

"The Founders of our country made 
clear their concerns about impeachment 
being a purely partisan exercise. In the 
Federalist Papers, Alexander Hamilton 
warned against any impeachment that 

would merely 'connect itself with the pre-
existing factions,' and 'enlist all their ani-
mosities, partialities, influence, and interest 
on one side or on the other.' In such cases, 
he said, 'there will always be the greatest 
danger that the decision will be regulated 
more by the comparative strength of par-
ties, than by the real demonstrations of in-
nocence or guilt.'

"Donald Trump has violated public 
trust. Congress must be unequivocal in de-
nouncing the president’s misconduct and 
stand up for the American people and our 
democracy. To this end, I have introduced 
a censure resolution that will send a strong 
message to this president and future presi-
dents that their abuses of power will not go 
unchecked, while leaving the question of 
removing Trump from office to the voters 
to decide.

"I am confident that the American 
people will decide to deliver a resounding 
rebuke of President Trump's innumerable 
improprieties and abuses. And they will 
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