COVID Creates New Humpback Whale Watch Protocol

Counting humpback whales along the
Volcano and Ka‘ū Coast to Miloli‘i will be
modified to accommodate COVID distancing requirements. Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary
announced that, due to COVID-19 safety
precautions, the sanctuary is running a
modified program statewide without the
normal participation of volunteers. Instead,
each site will be monitored by trained site
leaders working individually or as a couple. The 2021 Ocean Counts are scheduled

for Saturdays: Jan. 30, Feb. 27, and
March 27.
"Although we will miss all
our enthusiastic volunteers helping
us out with the counts we hope to
return to our normal Ocean Count
program in 2022." said Allen Tom,
sanctuary superintendent.
For more information on the
Ocean Count project and how to
support, visit https://oceancount.
org/. Contact Cindy Among-Serrao via e-

mail cindy.among-serrao@noaa.gov with
further questions.

During the modified Ocean
Count in 2021, the public is able
to participate in Sanctuary.
Whale Watchers, a separate
whale-sighting project to help
the sanctuary locate the whales
this season. It allows anyone to
submit a humpback whale sighting in Hawaiian waters, whenever and/or wherever they see one.
This program is separate from
Ocean Count. To learn more about this opWhale Watchers, pg. 12
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Pele Puffs, Lava Flows at Halema‘uma‘u

The last 12 days of 2020 saw Madame Pele shake and puff, unleash a new
eruption, evaporate her Halema‘uma‘u
pond of water, and create a new lake of
lava and new era at Kīlauea volcano. It's a
sacred spot where members of hālau hula
traditionally travel to spend time in Pele's
presence and visitors and locals gather to
look into her depths where she pools her
red lava.
Kīlauea caldera and its Halema‘uma‘u
crater are also the site of intense scientific
discovery, documentation and predictions. U.S. Geological Service's Hawaiian Volcano Observatory reported early
in December that something could happen soon. For several weeks, HVO noted
increasing seismicity and ground deformation at Kīlauea summit. Intermittent
signals of an eruption came in seismic
swarms and deformation transients that
diminished to background levels before
ramping up again. Scientists observed
no change in gas emissions or the activity in the water lake in Halema‘uma‘u.
However, they expressed concern that
magma's heat and the cooler water in the
lake that grew in Halema‘uma‘u over the
past 17 months might ignite explosive activity at Kīlauea's summit. They planned
to increase Kīlauea's alert level/aviation
color code to ADVISORY/YELLOW on
Monday, Dec. 21, but the eruption started,
preceded by an earthquake swarm beneath
the summit around 8:30 p.m. on Dec. 20.
The bright glow and vigorous steam
plume, generated by lava mixing and
boiling the water in Halemaʻumaʻu lake,
were captured on HVO webcams around
9:30 p.m. HVO elevated its alert level to
WARNING and its aviation color code to
RED since upcoming events were uncertain, especially with concern for potential steam-driven explosions and related
hazards.
HVO scientists responded immediately and from the field visually confirmed flowing lava in Halemaʻumaʻu.
Pele Puffs, pg. 10

Eruption Steam Rises 30,000 ft., Forms Lava Lake

An eruption that sent steam 30,000 feet into the sky and evaporated the
growing volume of water in Halema‘uma‘u crater gave birth to a new lava lake
at Kīlauea in December. It has grown to hold 4.8 billion gallons of water.
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park posted an Hawaiian interpretation "...E
ho‘opohaku mai ana kalua i kona kino." It means "The pit gives birth to rocks,
Her manifestations." It's an excerpt from Hulihia Ke Au Neʻe I Lalo o Waiakea,
translated by Pualani Kanaka‘ole Kanahele and Duke Kalani Wise.
Scientists with instruments and visitors with cameras document
Halema‘uma‘u and its changes, from the lava lake subsiding and leaving a ring
around the crater, to its birthing of a floating island with ten islets around it.
These photos of people seeking to see the life of the crater and the plume heading skyward are by Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park photographer Janice Wei.

Hawaiian Words Inspire Each County Council Member
Which Hawaiian word is special to
each County Council member? Council
Chair Maile David, who represents Kaʻū,
asked each of them before their swearingin ceremonies in December. She said she
"wanted to convey something special about
each and every council member, but instead of giving a brief description of who
they are, I asked each of them to provide
me with a Hawaiian word that is person-

ally special and important to them." Here are the
Hawaiian words chosen by each council member:
Lōkahi is the Hawaiian word from Council member Heather Kimball of District 1. It means harmony, united effort, agreement.
Aloha is the Hawaiian word from Council member
Aaron Chung of District 2. It means to regard
with great respect, or venerate.
Makawalu is the Hawaiian word from Council
Hawaiian Words, pg. 4

Maile Medeiros David is the first native Hawaiian woman, to become Hawai`i
County Council Chair. Representing Kaʻū
and communities of Volcano, Miloliʻi and
beyond, she took the oath in December, was
elected chair, and gave a speech on her outlook, saying, "There are many known and
unknown challenges facing the people of

our beautiful island, the state and the world."
She pointed to new Mayor Mitch Roth,
Prosecuting Attorney Kelden Waltjen and
County Council members who all took their
oaths. "Each decision-maker before you has
a kuleana or responsibility to do the very
best we possibly can to address the health
and safety of our people, our state economy,

Council Chair
Maile David
chose pueo, the
native Hawaiian owl, as
her Hawaiian
word.
Block print by
Caren LoebelFried/ Volcano
Art Center

First Kanaka Maoli Wahine Chair Talks Kuleana
****ECRWSS
Postal Boxholder
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and most important, the personal economic
challenges facing the people of our county
and state."
David said that recovery from devastating impacts of COVID rests upon decision-makers at every level of government.
"I believe, in addition to addressing the
Maile David, pg. 3
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Ka‘ū Coffee Fest 2020 Went Virtual in December
Ka‘ū Coffee Fest went virtual in December, after the arrival of COVID made it
impossible to hold the annual Spring event
at Pāhala Community Center and farms,
the mill and other venues in Ka‘ū. With use
of funding directed by one of its long-time
organizers, Chris Manfredi, Kaucoffeefestival.com invites the public to tune in to its
website, facebook and other social media

Miles Mayne and Silver Cloud Farm are featured
on the Meet the Farmer on kaucoffeefest.com.
Photo from kaucoffeefestival.com

for months to come. "Take a few moments
to sit back, relax, sip your favorite caffeinated beverage, and dive into some Kaʻū
coffee-related fun! Join in on a virtual farm
tour, learn a few ways to brew coffee like a
pro, meet some of the Kaʻū farmers, soak
up some knowledge at the Coffee College
webinar, and enjoy a beautiful music and
hula performance!"
Manfredi said, "2020 and the COVID pandemic sent more than its share of
curveballs our way, yet we don't want to
leave our fans and supporters without their
annual fix of Kaʻū coffee fun! We are excited and grateful to create this virtual content, which will help us continue to share
our coffee community both now and into
the future."
The website's Meet the Farmer section features Rusty's Hawaiian, owned
and operated by Lorie Obra, Joan Obra
and Ralph Gaston with coffee on six acres
above Pāhala. It features Kaʻū Mountain
Farm, operated by Ruslan Kuznetsov and
Alla Kestenko, and owned by Dennis Al-

Iokepa-Moses
Named Deputy at
Environmental
Management

bert with coffee on 12
acres in Wood Valley. It
also features Silver Cloud
Farm, owned and operated
by Miles Mayne with coffee on 15 acres in Wood
Valley. It also features
Navarro Farms, of Cloud
Rest and Keaiwa, owned
and operated by Delvin
and Shawnette Navarro on
17 acres.
It also promises profiles of Miranda Farms, A Day in the Life of a Kaʻū Coffee Farmer is one of the virtual Kaʻū
Coffee Fest presentations.
Photo from kaucoffeefestival.com
Ka‘ū Ocean Vista Coffee Estate, R&G Farms and Rising Sun, garnering support from the USDA Rural
Hokuloa Farms, JAD, Kaʻū Coffee Spe- Development programs. See www.kaucofcial, Kaʻū Ocean Vista Coffee Estate, KNJ feefestival.com
The Festival site also promises an
Farms, and Koali Coffee Farm.
The two-hour Kaʻū Coffee College, online Day in the Life of a Kaʻū Coffee
held online in December is archived on Farmer.
the site. It covered COVID recovery techniques,
an introduction of Coffee
Leaf Rust to Hawaiʻi, and

Brenda Iokepa Moses of Pāhala has been named
Deputy Director of Environmental Management for
Hawaiʻi County. She made the following statement on
the USDA Rural Development twitter site: "It was an
honor to be selected
and serve under the
Trump
Administration as Hawaiʻi/
Western Pacific State
Director of USDA
Rural Development.
Helping
to
improve the
economy
and quality of life
in
rural
America
and servBrenda Iokepa-Moses is named
ing
our
Deputy Director of Environmental
rural
comManagement for Hawaiʻi County
munities
was a highlight of my career... I will continue to serve our communities in my new
role as Deputy Director of Environmental
Management under the direction of Mayor
Mich Roth."
Environmental Management will be in
charge of the new sewage treatment plants
in Pāhala and Nāʻālehu, and runs solid
waste, the trash transfer stations, recycling,
and much more.
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Resilience Food Hub Doubles Fresh Farm Food Distribution

Pāhala Resilience Food Hub received
more funding to double its purchases of local fruits, vegetables, beef and other foods
from Ka‘ū farmers, ranchers and producers
through the end of 2020.
The 100 food bags on Dec. 26 were
packed for Pāhala churches and the 15-person Eder home, which has hosted generations of youth for foster and adoptive care,
with many of the young people graduating

Rodney Freitas with freshly grown broccoli from
Kaʻili Maliʻe Farms.
Photo from Facebook

James Akau holds up Pāhala Resilience Food Hub
and Nourish Pāhala info in a sea of farm veggies,
fruits, honey and meat grown in Kaʻū. Meal bags
were assembled at Pāhala Plantation House for
delivery weekly through December.
Photo by Julia Neal

from high school and going on to college
and the military. Three are currently in college online.
The Dec. 31 distribution was slated for
Pāhala coffee farms' Pacific Islander and
migrant workers.
Pāhala Resilience Hub co-captain Katie
Graham, who also serves as the Food Corp.
service member at Pāhala Elementary, said
she is hoping for a renewal of funding into
2021 to carry the mission of feeding people
during the pandemic and strengthening ties
between farmers, ranchers and the diet of
the local community. She and co-captain
Julia Neal acknowledged funding through
County Council Member Ashley Kierkiewicz, County of Hawai‘i, and Vibrant
Hawai‘i CARES Resilience Hub Initiative.

A brush fire raged past condominiums at Punalu‘u over Christmas weekend with big winds blowing
and count and volunteer firefighters stopping it.
Photo by Julia Neal

Brush Fire Zips Past Punalu‘u
Condos, Tennis Courts, Road

A brush fire raged through Punalu‘u the day after
Christmas, between Hwy 11 and Black Sand beach,
tracking across the street from the SeaMountain at
Punalu‘u condominiums. It skirted the old golf course
and tennis club building and surrounded the courts, stopping before reaching the shoreline. County and volunteer
fire departments responded. Police controlled traffic in
the heavy smoke. Firefighters worked through the night
to put out the hot spots over several days.
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Punalu‘u tennis courts surrounded
by brush that burned.
Photo by Julia Neal

The Eder family of Pāhala received fresh beef, and fruits and vegetables from area growers and ranchers today, courtesy of Pāhala Resilience Food Hub.
Photo by Julia Neal

Maile David, from pg. 1
challenges of COVID, that climate change,
impacts to our economy, and protecting our
cultural and natural resources are the most
critical issues." She also pointed to "the impacts these challenges will have upon our
operating budget." The Council Chair said,
"It is very important that we work together
in finding solutions and I look forward to
this council’s collaborative relationship
with Mayor Roth and his administration."
David spoke of the "wise words of
our honorable keynote speaker," former
Mayor Billy Kenoi, who gave opening remarks during the ceremonies. She said she
is reminded of Kenoi's belief in 'together we
can' and the cultural significance of lōkahi.
Throughout his term, peace and unity was a
priority and ever-present in every aspect of
his administration. No one person, agency
or nation has the perfect answer or perfect
plan, but collaboration is key in developing
the most effective approach." David also applauded the new "Mayor Roth for his commitment to continue this balance."
In taking her new position to lead the
council, David said, "Sincerely humbling, is
being the first kanaka maoli wahine (native
Hawaiian woman) to have the privilege of
leading this distinguished body."
She also said, "mahalo a nui loa to former Chair Chung for his support as ViceChair and to all my colleagues for their individual attributes and for working together
to form a council of the entirety. As the first
native Hawaiian woman to sit as Council
Chair, I must reflect upon and say mahalo
a nui loa to my ‘ohana, my kupuna and my
ancestors for every achievement in my life.
In doing so, I must also acknowledge the
many challenges throughout history that
we, as native Hawaiians, have endured to
maintain our identity as the people of this
land, what we represent, and the cultural
significance that makes Hawaiʻi so unique
and special.
"Let me share a few of those challenges that occurred during my lifetime: I was

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

born in 1952 when Hawaiʻi was a territory
established after the overthrow of Queen
Lili‘uokalani in 1893. I grew up during the
period of time when learning and speaking the Hawaiian language was prohibited,
when books or educational materials about
the Kingdom of Hawaiʻi, Hawaiian History
and its rulers and, more importantly, the
1893 overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom,
were nowhere to be found; in 1959 when
women in Hawaiʻi were finally afforded the
right to vote; in 1967 when Section 327-2
Revised laws of Hawaiʻi, enacted in the

Maile Medeiros David became the first kanakaoli
wahine to lead the County Council, after taking
the oath for her third term serving Kaʻū, Volcano
and beyond.
Photo from Office of Maile David

early 1900’s mandating that children born
in Hawaiʻi shall have a Christian name, was
finally repealed." She said that in 1993, she
"walked in the sovereignty march to the palace honoring the 100-year anniversary of
the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom.
"We’ve come a long way. However,
challenges continue, but the awareness,
knowledge and cultural pride of our people
is evident and thriving, and our journey is
everlasting. Each and every one of us are
here for a reason and in our own minds we
each understand our respective role, purpose and responsibility. I believe that my
purpose here is deeply rooted in my ancestors, my ‘ohana and the people I’ve met
along the way who become a part of my
life’s journey."
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Stars over Ka‘ū - January 2021
by Lew & Donna Cook

The Solar System
Happy New Year, if that’s in keeping
with the situation.
Mars has moved slightly and it is difficult to tell which constellation it is in: Pisces (PSC), Cetus (CET) or Aries (ARI).
According to the IAU (the organization
that defines constellation boundaries),
Mars is in Aries (the Ram - ARI). It crossed
the meridian around 3 hours before chart
time (10 pm on the 15th of the month).
The meridian is the imaginary line running
from north, thru overhead, to the south. It’s

In the 1840’s, the massive double star eta Carina
went through an eruption as it adjusted itself as
the stars evolve. It got nearly as bright as Sirius,
the brightest star in Canis Major (CMA), the Big
Dog before fading. It has gone through several
prior outbursts. Image credit: Nathan Smith/UA
and NASA

Dan Vanderzanden has taken his Mars images
and here are the best of them! Aren’t they great?!
Here, you can see the size of the disk of Mars
shrinking as the distance between the earth and
Mars increases as the season for observing passes.
Also, note how the surface markings change as
it rotated. Mars’ day is 24 hours and 37 minutes
long. Image Credit: Dan Vanderzanden

Hawaiian Words, from pg. 1
member Sue Lee Loy of District 3. It
means to look for eight ways or facets
of thinking - connect to and extend from
wherever you may start. David said this
word is pertinent to the County Council
since each member represents one of nine
districts on the island. "From the district
one serves, we have to look and extend to
eight other districts and connect."
‘Auamo Kuleana are Hawaiian words
from Council member Ashley Kierkiweitz of District 4. They mean to shoulder one’s human rights, responsibilities
and privileges; keep our privilege in
check and carry out our responsibilities
no matter how hard the task. "This is critical for servant leaders," said the Council
Chair.
Kūpaʻa is the Hawaiian word from Council member Matt Kanealiʻi-Kleinfelder
of District 5. It means to stand fast and
solid with loyalty and allegiance.
Pueo is the Hawaiian word from Council

fading, so the best images have already
been taken. Dan Vanderzanden sends us
these four images he took of Mars which
show how much the increasing distance
has changed the size of its appearance.
On the 19th it passes a little more than
a degree and a half northwest of Uranus.
So, if you have a pair of binoculars, take a
look at Mars. Do you see a light blue star?
That’s Uranus. Some people can see it with
their naked eye, but it’s much easier seen
in binoculars.
Uranus was discovered back in 1781
by William Hershel, who initially reported
it as a comet. Calculation of its orbit found
very little deviation from a circle. Comets usually have very elongated orbits and
have fuzzy areas around their cores. This
led astronomers back then to conclude the
object was a planet. Uranus is the seventh
planet from the sun, being 20 times the
earth’s distance from the sun, or 1.8 billion
miles.
There was a total eclipse of the sun
on the 14th, but unless we were in South
America, we couldn’t see it. Sunspots are
back on the face of our star, so the solar corona was a bit misshapen during the eclipse
due to the spots. We could get auroras visible in the earth’s high northern and southern latitudes. Expect to hear news reports
about auroral displays in the coming years.
MOON AND SUN EVENTS
Date (Const)
Moon Rise Moon Set
Last Quarter
Jan. 5 (VIR) ....... 11:33 pm* 12:02 pm
New Moon
Jan. 12 (SGR)..... 6:58 am
6:03 pm
First Quarter
Jan. 20 (PSC)...... 12:12 pm
12:59 am
(after midnight Thurs. am)
Full Moon
Jan. 28 (CNC)..... 6:57 pm
7:55 am
(the next morning) *The night before
Sunrise
Sunset
Jan. 1.................... 6:56 am
5:56 pm
Jan. 8.................... 6:57 am
6:00 pm
Jan. 15................... 6:58 am
6:09 pm
Jan. 22................... 6:58 am
6:09 pm
Jan. 29................... 6:57 am
6:13 pm

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east,
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west,
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP SKY
OBJECTS
The ship of Jason and the Argonauts
is rising low in our southeastern sky at
chart time. This ship is composed of three
constellations: the Keel (CAR), the Poop
Deck (PUP) and the Sail (VEL). Eta Carinae is the most massive and luminous star

system within 10,000 light-years. We show
an image of it here taken by the NASA/
ESA Hubble Space Telescope. It barely rises above the southern horizon here in Ka‘ū.
It will rise around midnight on the 15th. It
may become a supernova! Its position is
shown below the horizon on our chart.

Chair Maile Medeiros David, of District
6. It is a symbol of "wisdom, knowledge
and divine guidance. It is a motivation
tool in carrying out our duties," said
David.
Ulumau is the Hawaiian word from Council member Rebecca Villegas of District
7. It is representative of perpetual growth
- ever growing.
Kuʻūpono is the Hawaiian word from
Council member Goro Inaba of District 8. It means to be upright, just, fair,
honest.
Ua, Nāʻūlu Uhiwai are the words from
Tim Richards, Council member from
District 9. They signify forms of rain
that bring water, life to the land. Ua or
rain; Uhiwai, a gentle mist or thick fog
that really isn’t rain but brings moisture;
and Nāʻūlu, an intense downpour seemingly shows up without storm clouds.
David noted that Richards is a "Council member dedicated and committed to
agriculture."

CLASSIFIED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112,
936-8623.
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The Club Tees Off: Rebuild Discovery Harbour Golf

Golf and social memberships are
launched for Discovery Harbour Golf
Course and its Clubhouse. Pickleball
courts and routes for early morning and
evening walking and running are available
through The Club at Discovery Harbour.
The new Club offers Social Memberships, with future use of the clubhouse and
current use of the pickleball courts as well
as walking and running on specified areas of the golf course
before 8 a.m. and
after 3 p.m. to enjoy
the panoramic ocean
views. Golf MemberGolf and Social Mem- ships range from unberships are available
limited play for the
for The Club at Discovavid golfer to casual
ery Harbour.
play options. Membership is required to play and practice
golf on the Discovery Harbour course. All
golf memberships include Social Membership amenities. All membership fees are
designed to help underwrite programs and
improvements to the facilities, according
to the organizers.
For more information on becoming a
member, call 808-731-5122 or stop by the
Clubhouse during business hours, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. daily at 94-1581 Kaulua Circle.
Email clubatdiscoveryharbour@gmail.com.
See The Club at Discovery Harbour
Facebook page.

Discovery Harbour Golf Course is supported by The Club at Discovery Harbour, with memberships to golf and memberships for socializing and other physical activities like pickleball, walking and running.
Photo by Cort Gariepy

Ocean View Skatepark Advocacy
Group has announced a new round of fundraising to build a skate park for all to enjoy in Ocean View. The gofundme writeup
says the group has a site picked out and
is in a new design phase. "We have been
partnering with other organizations like
the Home School Network, Miller Surf in
Kona, and the Tony Hawk Foundation, so
this skate park comes to life. We are currently working with the county of Hawai‘i
and local representation in the process of
seeing this vision come to life.
"We are in need of your help as we
fundraise to get our designs done by a
professional design business and do the
necessary steps to work with the county.
Our fiscal sponsor Kalanihale, a nonprofit
that supports the cultural, physical, and
emotional well-being of our community
in South Kona. We know that during this
uncertain time we don’t know the future,
but we are working hard to making sure
we have a better place a place that we all

can be proud of and is safe for our family's
health."
Organizer Travis Aucoin said that for
many years the people of the Ocean View
Hawai‘i community have talked about the
idea of having a skatepark. "We are still
moving forward to make this idea come
true! Now we have grown to a communitywide project that has been approved to get
this skatepark built! We aim to fulfill the
dreams of many youths and families. We
are working together to cultivate community support and generate awareness and
funding to build a free-to-use public skatepark in Ocean View. A free-to-use public
outdoor skatepark is our goal. This will
provide our children with a safe and accessible place that encourages habitual fitness
activity and community engagement! Our
Skatepark Advocacy Group hosts fundraisers and workshops. We now have a site
location being prepared for the project.
We are working on a skatepark design that
would best serve the community."

New Fundraiser Launched for Ocean View Skatepark

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Ocean View Skatepark Advocacy Group has announced a new fundraising campaign.
Photo from OV Skatepark Advocacy Group

Ocean View Skatepark Project is accepting donations through fiscal sponsor
Kalanihale and its leader Kaimi Kaupiko
and this go fund me: https://www.gofundme.com/f/fundraiser-for-ocean-viewskate-park?utm_source=facebook&utm_

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

medium=social&utm_campaign=p_
cp%20share-sheet&fbclid=IwAR3R6Hgc
EuIxeF2h3RPYAIq0l0bK1NRSxgx9hOB
eO-ckqIVz0ySxqR5hXKk
See more at www.oceanviewskatepark.com
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KA‘U
SCHOOL
&
YOUTH
Tūtū & Me Accepts More Families, Home Visits, Zoom
Tutu & Me Traveling Preschool is accepting more families to participate in its
programs, including home visits. On Mondays and Wednesdays, Tūtū & Me offers

zoom sessions. From 8 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
is an online experience for infants and toddlers. The program from 8:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.
is for preschoolers.

Teachers Assistant Melody Espejo said
she and the team are excited to expand the
number of families served by Tūtū & Me,
which provides learning for families with
infants, toddlers and preschoolers to prepare them
for the next level of education. Family members
attending the sessions can
be parents, aunties, uncles,
grandparents, or other designated caregivers.
Site Manager is Deborah Fukushima. Lead
teacher is Stacy Davis.
Assessment Specialist is

Jennifer Doi.
Tūtū & Me's local service area is called
Hawaiʻi South, and includes Miloliʻi through
all of Kaʻū and into Volcano.

Tūtū & Me is operated by the nonprofit Partners In Development. Anyone
interested in signing up for Tutu & Me can
call Fukushima at 929-8571 or email her at
dfukushima@pidfoundation.org.

See UH Hilo Commencement Online

Happy New Year!
Thank you
for your patronage.
KTA Downtown, Hilo
321 Keawe Street
808-935-3751

KTA Puainako, Hilo
50 E. Puainako Street
808-959-9111

KTA Waikoloa Village
Waikoloa Highlands Center
808-883-1088

KTA Waimea
Waimea Center
808-885-8866

KTA Kailua-Kona
Kona Coast Shopping Center
808-329-1677

KTA Keauhou, Kona
Keauhou Shopping Center
808-322-2311

The virtual fall commencement for University of Hawai‘i Hilo took place in December and is
available to see at hilo.hawaii.edu/commencement/.
Approximately 279 students, including summer graduates, received their degrees and certificates. The presentation includes congratulatory
messages from UH Hilo dignitaries along with
name cards that include pictures and messages from
graduates. Clickable student pages display students'
degree and certificate types along with their uploaded pictures and messages.
"This year's graduates have pursued their learning through lava,
hurricane and pandemic," noted UH Hilo Chancellor Bonnie Irwin.
"I am impressed with their resilience and grateful for the dedication of the faculty and staff who have helped them in this journey. The
future of our island and our state is in good hands with these remarkable
graduates."

KTA Express, Kealakekua
81-6602 Mamalahoa Highway
808-323-1916
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EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Aloha MAP Gives Out Educational Gifts & Programs to Ka‘ū

Aloha MAP came to Pāhala in December with its founder Lilinoi Grace and a
huge truck full of gifts, including educational materials for keiki and youth. The event
was paired with students receiving school
supplies, lessons and food.
Aloha MAP sponsors free school year

and summer learning opportunities for students, PreK through 12th grade. It assists
with academic intervention and college and
career readiness, produces family learning
excursions and cultural learning experiences, and more. See its Aloha Meritorious
Achievement Program at alohamap.org.
Aloha MAP is
funded by the U.S. Department of Education
Native Hawaiian Education Program and serves
Kaʻū and Konawaena
Complex Schools with
its Project OLA – Opportunities for Learning and Achievement.
Contact the program by
calling 808-494-5044, or
Lilinoi Grace (left) came to Pāhala school campus with her Aloha MAP
emailing notifyalohamprogram in December and gave out educational gifts to families in a drive- ap@gmail.com.
through for school supplies, lessons, food and a photo op for families.
Photo by Julia Neal

Joshua Ortega dreamed of a light show and produced it during the pandemic. Photo by Julia Neal

Pāhala Hosts 1st Drive Thru Holiday Light Show

Students receive lessons, supplies, food from the Pāhala school administration, as well as gifts and educational programs from Aloha MAP.
Photo by Julia Neal

Joshua Ortega, Assistant Athletic Director for Kaʻū High School, dreamed of a
Holiday Light Show in Pāhala for years. The 2020 year of the pandemic converged
with his idea and hundreds of cars showed up for the drive-through event on Dec. 18
on the school campus. It was sponsored by Pāhala Elementary where Ortega is PE
teacher. He is also the high school's girls and boys volleyball coach, and an administrative assistant.
Lighting and display contributors included: Sarah Ortega, Ralphielyn GastonLovell, Kennielee Gaston, Joshlynne Pascubillo, and Phina Wroblewski.
Ortega said he would like to thank the following sponsors: OKK, June Domondon, Kalei Namohala and Brynn Alcain. Volunteers included: Jadelynn Cabreros, June
Domondon, Matthew Ortega, KHPES custodial staff, Kalei Namohala, Brynn Alcain,
Deborah Dickerson, Ryder Brown, Riley Brown, Jonah Beck, Collin Hanshew, Chelsea Velez and Christian Ogle. Ortega said he also wanted to thank Debbi NamohalaRaos, Norman Roloos and Principal Sharon Beck for contributing to the lights and
displays and for their volunteer work.

Boys & Girls Club: Pop Up Education to Remote Homes
Pop-up education assistance has
reached Pāhala and Ocean View into South
Kona through the Mobile Youth Outreach
of the Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island.
The service has supplemented the mobile
and on-campus learning hubs set up by
public and charter schools, and other community organizations in the area.
A statement from Boys & Girls Club
CEO Chad Cabral says, "Throughout the
course of the coronavirus pandemic, the

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island has
been able to adapt our traditional youth
development programming services and
has evolved an implementation of support
and critical needs resources that struggling
families, children, and communities have
been requiring.
"For many income-challenged households, when public schools closed due to
the pandemic, families lost a crucial network of support that provided children
with in-person academic
learning, educational tools

and resources, breakfast and lunch supplementation, and the public transportation
that allowed youth to access the needed
daily school-based resources.
"Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island
identified these pandemic related socioeconomic challenges most affecting our
communities and families and has developed supplemental support that provides
the assistance needed for many who otherwise would be going without.
"We know that transportation, to be
able to access support services, is a major barrier
for families
that
are
struggling.
No-cost
community
resources
can be offered by so-

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

A South Kona Keiki with remote educational assistance provided by Boys & Girls Club.
Photos from Chad Cabral

cial-service agencies, but if the household is unable to secure the transportation
needed, the support opportunity will not be
accessible.
Boys & Girls, pg. 10
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
See Fresh Food on The Kaʻū Calendar
directory for farms, ranches,
takeout, and updates at
www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

IN PERSON
TO KICKSTART THE NEW YEAR, VOLCANO ART CENTER announces the
return of its Zentangle workshops. They
include Back to the Basics with Valdeane
Odachi on Saturday, Jan. 9 from 10 a.m
– 1 p.m. Another is Saturday Clay - High
Fire with Erik Wold, an eight-class workshop series starting Jan. 9 from 11 a.m. –
2 p.m. Visit www.volcanoartcenter.org for
full event details and more.
A BRUSH WITH LIGHT gives the public a
chance to "immerse in Hawaiʻi Island’s
magnificent landscapes and plants," says
the statement from Volcano Art Center.
Catherine Robbins’ "evocative oil paintings" will be a solo exhibition, A Brush
with Light – Volcanic Island Reflections,
at Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park. The show runs
from Jan. 9 through Feb. 14, 9 a.m. – 4
p.m., Wednesday – Sunday. A special virtual opening reception with Robbins will
occur via Zoom on Saturday, Jan. 9 beginning at 11a.m. To register for the Zoom
link, RSVP by Jan. 6 to gallery@volcanoartcenter.org.
A SERIES OF CHILDREN'S CLASSES
will be offered by Volcano Art Center in
January and early February. East African
Handbuilding for Keiki with Erik Wold
presents six ceramics classes for children ages 8 – 15 on Tuesdays from 3:30
p.m. to 5 p.m., Jan. 5 – Feb. 9. The Kids
Drawing Class with Ken Charon is six
drawing classes for children ages 8 – 14
on Wednesdays from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.,
Jan. 6 – Feb. 10. Beginning Bead Embroidery with Cabochons with Rona Smith is
a series of six bead embroidery classes for
children ages 10 – 14 on Thursdays from
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., Jan. 7 – Feb. 11. Visit
www.volcanoartcenter.org for full event
details and more.
OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents movies
on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. The first show of
the year is the original Toy Story on Friday, Jan. 8. Gates open at 4 p.m. Once the
car park area is full, gates will be closed.
There will be refreshments on sale, such
as Thai Grindz, popcorn, and candy. No
entry or membership fee; donations accepted. Attendees must join Ocean View
Theater Club on Facebook. For details,
see the Ocean View Community Market
and Outdoor Theater Facebook page. See
story on page 9.
GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for Discovery Harbour Golf Course and its Clubhouse: The new Club offers Social Memberships, with future use of the clubhouse
and current use of the pickleball courts as
well as walking and running on specified
areas of the golf course before 8 a.m. and
after 3 p.m. to enjoy the panoramic ocean
views. Golf memberships range from unlimited play for the avid golfer to casual

play options. Membership is required to
play and practice golf on the course. All
golf memberships include Social Membership amenities. Membership fees are
designed to help underwrite programs and
improvements to the facilities. Call 808731-5122 or stop by the Clubhouse during
business hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at
94-1581 Kaulua Circle. Email clugatdis-

ONLINE

HAWAI‘I LEGISLATURE OPENS IN JANUARY. Virtual Workshops on Hawaiʻi's
Legislative Processes through Public Access Room. Sign up by contacting (808)
587-0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. Ask
questions and discuss all things legislative in a non-partisan environment. Attend
Coffee Hour with PAR: Fridays at 3 p.m.

FOOD SECURITY
Moon set at dawn over Mauna Loa, as seen from the edge of Kīlauea Crater. January is Volcano
Awareness Month.
USGS Photo by M. Patrick

January is Volcano Awareness Month

The 2020 earthquake and lava lake events remind scientists and the public that
not only Kīlauea, but Mauna Loa will erupt again "and that everyone should be
informed and prepared for potential hazards associated with a restless or erupting
volcano," says a statement from USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory.
HVO will bolster awareness all through January, Volcano Awareness Month,
with video recordings posted to the HVO website for viewing safely from home.
On each Tuesday in January, a 30-45 minute video presentation by HVO scientists will be posted at usgs.gov/hvo. Topics include a Kīlauea rift zone update (Jan.
5); Kīlauea summit water lake summary (Jan. 12); description of ground deformation
and earthquakes at Kīlauea over the past year (Jan. 19); and discussion of Mauna
Loa's eruptive history and current status (Jan. 26). HVO will also post shorter video
presentations throughout the month.
Whether in Hawaiʻi or elsewhere in January, everyone will be able to virtually
and safely participate in Volcano Awareness Month with online presentations scheduled. The full schedule of 2021 programs will be posted on HVO's website at https://
www.usgs.gov/observatories/hawaiian-volcano-observatory
coveryharbour@gmail.com. See The Club
at Discovery Harbour Facebook page. See
story on page 5.
HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN TRAILS
AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE. Drive to the
overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park at Volcano and Kahuku units. See
nps.gov/havo.Take a Guided Nature Walkthrough Nature Trail & Sculpture Garden,
Mondays, 9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center
Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village. No
reservations for five or fewer – limited to
ten people. Free; donations appreciated.
Email programs@volcanoartcenter.org.
Garden is open to walk through at one's
own pace, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays.
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222.

on Zoom, meeting ID 990 4865 9652 or
click zoom.us/j/99048659652. PAR staff
will be available to answer questions and
to discuss the legislative process. Anyone
wanting to listen in without taking part in
discussions is welcome. Learn more at lrb.
hawaii.gov/public-access-room.
KA‘Ū COFFEE FESTIVAL'S VIRTUAL
PRESENCE continues to grow and be
archived in January at www.kaucoffefestival.com. See stories and photos of farmers
and their orchards, a concert and classes
and discussions about Ka`u Coffee.
STRATEGIES TO JUMPSTART learning the
craft of writing will be taught through Volcano Art Center on Jan. 23 by Jacquolyn
McMurray and Kristen Wolfgang from
9 a.m. to noon. "How long has writing
been on your bucket list? Are you ready to
make 2021 the year you finally get started
or restarted?" asks VAC in a statement on
the seesion The Strategies to Jump-Start
Your Writing livestream Zoom workshop
"is perfect for beginning writers seeking
new inspiration and strategies. Visit www.
volcanoartcenter.org for full event details
and more.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper
Center, Volcano Village on Sundays. 6
a.m. to 10 a.m., with much local produce,
baked goods, food to go, island beef and
Kaʻū Coffee. Cooper Center's EBT Machine, used at the Farmer's Market, is out
of service until further notice. EBT is used
for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
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Program, formerly Food Stamps. Call
808-967-7800.
‘O KA‘Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu,
open Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. Limit of 50 customers an hour, 20
vendor booths, with 20 feet of space between vendors. Masks and hand sanitizing
required, social distancing enforced. Contact Sue Barnett, OKK Market Manager, at
808-345-9374 (voice or text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for more and to apply to vend.
See facebook.com/OKauKakouMarket.
OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET,
open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30
a.m. to 2 p.m., on the corner of Kona
Drive and Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located. Managed by Mark Council.
Masks mandatory. 100-person limit, social distancing required. Gate unlocked
for vendors at 5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no
reservations needed. Parking in upper lot
only. Vendors must provide own sanitizer.
Food vendor permits required. Carpooling
encouraged.
OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at Ocean
View makai shopping center, near Mālama
Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up
time is 5 a.m. Masks required.
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PICK UP FOOD WEEKDAYS in the parking lot of ACE Hardware in Ocean View
from Hope DIA-mend Ministries TLC at
4:45 p.m. From 115 to 320 meals available each day, coordinated by pastors Pam
and Lance Ako. For help or to donate, call
or text Ako at 808-937-6355, or call 808920-8137. See them on Facebook and at
hopedia-mendministries.com.
BULK SCHOOL MEAL SERVICE for those
18 and under will be held at Volcano and
Pāhala on alternating weeks. Friday, Jan.
1, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., pick up food in Volcano, Jan. 8 at Kaʻū District Gym. Food
items include eggs, cereal, dry pasta, rice,
beans, tortillas, milk, and canned vegetables and fruit. Each distribution provides
enough food for every person 18 years and
under to eat breakfast and lunch. No income requirements. Youth do not need to
be present to receive bags but be prepared
to give their names and birthdates. See
volcanoschool.net or call 808-985-9901.
EMERGENCY BOXES are available at Cooper Center Tuesday through Saturday 8
a.m. to 11:15 a.m. Call ahead, 967-7800.

CHURCH SERVICES
ATTEND SUNDAY DRIVE-IN WORSHIP
Service at Waiʻōhinu's Kauahaʻao Congregational Church. Parking on the lawn
begins at 10 a.m., with Worship Service
starting at 10:10 a.m. Face coverings required when usher comes to vehicle to pass
out worship bulletin and other materials,
and at the same time, collect any offering
or gifts the individual(s) would like to give,
or when leaving vehicles for the restroom.
Church provides paper fans to stay cool.
Bring water. Catch the live-streamed service at 10:10 a.m. and Praise Jam, which
runs from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Service
is emailed Sunday afternoon to anyone
on the email list. Sign up by emailing atdwongyuen.kauahaaochurch@gmail.com or
call 928-8039 or 937-2155.
ST. JUDES WILL MOVE TO LIVE DIGITAL
WORSHIP on Sundays, beginning Jan. 3.
at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. Anyone with difficulty using Zoom can contact DonHatch@
Hatchville.com. "Don't be shy. Zoom is an
easy app to use," said Ocean View's St. Jude's Episcopal Church spokesperson Cindy
Cutts.
HOPE DIA-MEND MINISTRIES holds outdoor services Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 92898 Ginger Blossom Lane in Ocean View.
Masks and distancing required. For help
and/or to donate, call or text Pam and Lance
Ako at 808-937-6355, or call the Ministry
at 808-920-8137. See them on Facebook
and at hopedia-mendministries.com.
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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Ka‘u January 2021
HEALTH & COVID TESTING

KA‘Ū HOSPITAL offers COVID testing referral from the ER, a physician or a Kaʻū
Clinic health provider.
FREE DRIVE THRU COVID Testing, Saturdays at Kea‘au High School in Puna,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m., and Wednesdays at
Konawaena High School from 2 p.m. to
6 p.m. and Civic Auditorium in Hilo from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. (enter from Kuawa Street
entrance). No co-pay, no insurance necessary, but bring insurance card if have.
People do not have to have symptoms in
order to be tested. Social distancing must
be observed and face coverings must be
worn at all times. For more, call Civil Defense at 935-0031.
MICRONESIAN LANGUAGE COVID-19
Helpline is supported by We Are Oceania, weareoceania.org, to help with
identifying COVID-19 symptoms, testing, quarantine, health insurance, housing, unemployment. Call (808) 9131364. Watch the video at facebook.com/
watch/?v=989579144844697.
FEELING DEPRESSED, ANXIOUS, need
someone to talk to? Call Department of
Health's expanded Hawai‘i C.A.R.E.S.
program at 1-800-753-6879 – the same
number previously used by Crisis Line of
Hawai‘i. Individuals in crisis can also text
ALOHA to 741741, available 24/7.
BIG ISLAND SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNCIL'S Practice Self-Care Series feature
refreshing wellness tip. Follow the Behavioral Health & Homelessness Statewide
Unified Response Group at facebook.
com/bhhsurg.
TWO WOMEN'S HEALTH PROGRAMS
from Kaʻū Women's Collective: Piko focuses on reproductive health; increasing
access, respect, cultural competence, education, and choice. Pilina aims to grow
membership and establish a culture of
collaborative decision-making. Follow
@kau_womens_health collective. Contact rootsmedieshawaii@gmail.com. Call
808-450-0498.
TALK STORY ON NĀ LEO TV series aims
to help deliver accurate and current information to Hawaiʻi Island residents. Airs
live Thursdays at 10 a.m. on Spectrum
Channel 53, streaming on Nā Leo's free
mobile app, and on-demand at naleo.tv/
covid19.
HEALTH & FITNESS for Kūpuna, 808b-fit.
com, contains videos for kūpuna to play
and move along with. There are videos for
stretching, tai chi, yoga, dancing, dance
fitness, bon dance, hula, chair dancing,
and chair yoga.
YOGA with Emily Catey Weiss, Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani Campus
in Volcano Village. Advanced registration
required; $5 per class. volcanoartcenter.
org/events, 967-8222.

CHOOSE ALOHA AT HOME is available to
families, to provide a healthy way to grow
together using neuroscience and positive
psychology. Program uses a series of selfguided videos, activities, and "dinner table
discussion topics." Sign up at chooselovemovement.org/choose-love-home.

EDUCATION
FREE WIFI for students is available in Pāhala,
Nāʻālehu, and Ocean View through Kaʻū
High & Pāhala Elementary. Read details
on Page 7. Questions? See khpes.org or
call 313-4100.
RESILIENCE HUB at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji,
Monday-Wednesday-Friday, noon to 4
p.m. Drop-in wifi and laptop access, 3-D
printer, free meals for participating keiki. Follows all county, state, and federal
COVID-19 guidelines. Contact Michelle
Galimba, 808-430-4927.
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB Mobile Outreach and
Tutoring Programs at rb.gy/o1o2hy. For
keiki grades 1-6. Contact Boys & Girls
Club of the Big Island Administrative Office, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., at (808) 961-5536 or email mobiletutoring@bgcbi.org or info@bgcbi.org.
'OHANA HELP DESK offers online HowTo Guides for Chromebooks and iPads
at rb.gy/8er9wm. ʻOhana Help Desk also
available by phone, weekdays, 7 a.m. to 8
p.m., Sundays from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
INVITE PARK RANGER to Virtually Visit
Classes, through connecting with teachers
and home-schoolers with distance learning programs and virtual huakaʻi (field
trips). Contact havo_education@nps.gov.
WEEKLY VIRTUAL TOWN MEETINGS,
hosted by Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary, Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. Discussion
topics include attendance, best practices,
Grab-n-Go meals, school updates, questions and feedback, and more. Go to
KHPES.org for Live WebEx link.
PĀHALA & NĀ‘ĀLEHU LIBRARIES, open
for WiFi, pick-up, and other services.
Nāʻālehu open Monday and Wednesday,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Pāhala open Tuesday, noon to 7 p.m.,
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., limited entry
into library with Wiki Visits. Schedule a
Library Take Out time at picktime.com/
hspls. Open for library card account help
and reference assistance from the front
door. WiFi available to anyone with a library card, from each library parking lot.
See librarieshawaii.org.
FREE BOOK EXCHANGE, at laundromats
in Ocean View and Nāʻālehu, provided
by Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries. Open to
all. Keep the books, pass them on to other
readers, or return them. Selection of books
replenished weekly at both sites.

REPORT HUMPBACK WHALES in Trouble at NOAA Fisheries 24 hour hotline,
1-888- 256-984. Also report distressed sea
turtles, monk seals and dolphins.
APPLY TO BECOME A HAWAIIAN ISLANDS HUMPBACK WHALE National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council
Member by Thursday, Jan. 14. Contact
Cindy Among-Serrao via email at Cindy.
Among-Serrao@noaa.gov or visit the

Dave Joslin, the driving force behind the construction of a drive in theater in Ocean View, surveys
the mass of cars housing an expectant audience for the theater’s first showing, The Nightmare Before
Christmas on Dec. 5. When not organizing screen building or movie screenings, Joslin and his wife
serve Thai food from their truck, Thai Grindz.
Photo by Annie Bosted

Drive-In Theater Opens in Ocean
View, Serves Community for Free
The opening night of Ocean View's
new drive in theatre, Dec. 5, drew rapt
attention, the announcement reaching
44,879 people on The Ka‘ū Calendar's
facebook. When it came to being there,
however, the audience remained largely
local, seated in over 30 cars, watching
the animated movie, The Nightmare Before Christmas, and showing its appreciation by honking horns at the movie’s
conclusion.

PETS & WILDLIFE
FOOD FOR PETS is available through
KARES. Call David or Barbara Breskin at
319-8333.

As soon as it was dark enough to see a projected
image on the giant screen, Ray Sundstrom
corrected the keystone settings on the projector
prior to the first showing of a movie at the new
Ocean View Drive In.
Photo by Annie Bosted

“Everybody seemed to enjoy it”, said
Ray Sundstrom, one of the show’s organizers, adding, “we got a lot of positive
feed back. We have been getting about
30 cars at each of our weekly shows on
Friday evenings.“We would love to have
shows on Saturdays, but at the moment
we have only enough volunteers to help
on Fridays. If volunteers are willing to
work Saturdays, we can add a Saturday
show,” he told The Ka‘ū Calendar.
Many drivers parked trucks and some
cars so that the vehicle’s backs faced the
The Ka‘ū Calendar

sanctuary website, hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov.
FOR FREE VETERINARY CARE, Spay &
Neuter, visit hihs.org, Services Tab, Spay
and Neuter or Community Vet Care, or
email petsupport@hihs.org. Call 808-2170154. All appointments must be scheduled
in advance and are open to healthy dogs
and cats. Two pets per family will be accommodated, each pet with own appointment. Unavailable to animals other than
dogs and cats. Unavailable to strays and
those with contagious illnesses.
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Over 30 vehicles were parked in several arcs
beneath the giant 12-foot by 16-foot screen at the
first showing of a movie at the new Ocean View
Drive In on the corner of Kona and Highway 11.
Photo by Annie Bosted

giant screen. Some audience members
viewed the showing from seats in the
truck beds or camping chairs set beside
open rear doors. The movie sound track
was transmitted on an FM frequency that
was only given to invited guests upon admission to the theater.
The next event will be a showing of
the original Toy Story on Friday, Jan. 8.
A few days before the opening, Sundstrom and his co-organizer, David Joslin,
realized that the potential audience may
be much larger than they could handle.
As a way of managing the numbers, they
set the Ocean View Theater Club. Membership is open to all and free. Sundstrom
and Joslin invite club members to the theater events. A volunteer mans the gate,
admitting only those who are on the list
of invitees.
“By a happy coincidence we can accommodate all who want to come,” said
Sundstrom, explaining that a “few of the
invitees do drop out, but they are replaced
by folk on the waiting list. So far we have
not had to turn any away.” Admission to
the event is also free. At the time of going
to press, the club had 444 members.
Ka‘ū residents can join the OVTC on
Facebook at:https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1821713734644339/?ref=share
Those who do not use Facebook,
can send an email to oceanviewtheaterclub@gmail.com and request a schedule
of events.
January, 2021
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Marzo Reaches out to Nā‘ālehu with Masks for Lava Lake SO2
Ikaika Marzo made a
stopped, the air became cleanrun to Nā‘ālehu in Decemer than it had been since 1982.
ber. The recent runner up
With the new lava lake at
for Hawaiʻi County Mayor
Kīlauea, the future is unclear.
hauled boxes of SO2 masks
Will the lake stay for a century
to give out to the public. He
or a few weeks? Will it send
met with off-duty Nāʻālehu
more bad air with particulates
School Principal Darlene Jaand SO2 into Kaʻū? Should
var and they talked about the
schools be equipped with their
new Kīlauea lava lake and
own air quality measuring stathe possible risk of bad air
tion? Should a long term plan
for the keiki.
for air filtration and air condiIn 2018, and earlier,
tioning move forward, taking
Geologist Philp Ong educates
heavy vog days brought calls the public concerning the vol- into account the rising temfor central air condition- cano and air.
peratures in the classrooms
Photo
by
Bob
Martin
ing for all public schools in
and the uncertainty of future
Kaʻū. Masks were distributed
air quality? These were some
widely and there were days when children of the ideas discussed at informal meetings
were prohibited from playing outdoors, with with Marzo and the public.
SO2 reaching dangerous levels.
Also coming to Nāʻālehu was Philip
In 2018, when the Kīlauea eruption Ong, a geologist, researcher and educator,

Ikaika Marzo, the recent runner up to become Hawaiʻi County Mayor, came to Nāʻālehu in late December with boxes of SO2 masks to give out to the public. He met with off-duty Nāʻālehu School Principal
Darlene Javar (left).
Photo by Bob Martin

who is known for his live reports with Marzo
during the 2018 eruption. With the lava lake
spewing fumes and particles, the two, along

Pele Puffs, from pg. 1
USGS reported, "the water lake quickly
boiled away in large billows of steam
that reached more than 30,000 ft. into
the sky, as streams of lava fed by fountaining vents in the crater walls filled the
space where the water once pooled. The
water lake was replaced by a lava lake."
The scientists noted that "three fissures
opened in the north and northwest walls
of Halemaʻumaʻu, behavior that is not uncommon for Kīlauea. When magma migrates upwards to the surface as a dike it
does so along the path of least resistance,
which is on crater walls versus the crater
floor."
On Dec. 21, HVO lowered Kīlauea's
volcano alert level to WATCH, meaning
"eruption is underway but poses limited
hazards." The aviation color code was
lowered to ORANGE, meaning "eruption
is underway with no or minor volcanicash emissions." The scientists described
the primary hazard of concern as the high
level of volcanic gas, generating volcanic
air pollution. The vog headed downwind,
reaching into Ka‘ū and as far as Kona.
Some ash was found on vehicles and
homes across the Ka‘ū Desert in Pāhala.
The scientists wrote about the ex-

HVO field crews observed Kīlauea's summit lava lake on Dec. 29 and noted intermittent spattering
from the west vents in Halema‘uma‘u. This photo shows lava flowing from the west vent area into the
lava lake and an island of solidified lava floating
with about ten much smaller islands to the east.
The main island, which was rotating slowly, measured about 820 ft. in length, 440 ft. in width, and
about 7 acres in area, based on a Dec. 28 thermal
map. Measurements on Dec. 27 showed the island
surface at about 20 ft. above the surface of the
lava lake.
USGS photo by L. DeSmither

Boys & Girls, from pg. 7
"Throughout the pandemic, Boys &
Girls Club of the Big Island has brought
critical needs resources and supplemental
academic support direct to the home location of the child, working closely with families to schedule one-on-one tutoring help,
providing homework assistance, distance
learning technology, critical needs resources, and the delivery of daily nutritional
supplementation." Boys & Girls Club has
provided more than 150,000 meals since
the beginning of the pandemic.
See more on Boys & Girls Club of the
Big Island at bgcbi.org and on Facebook.

In addition to tutoring, Boys & Girls Club has
provided more than 150,000 meals during the
pandemic.
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with the Hawaiʻi Tracker Group, teamed up
for more live Facebook educational sessions.
See Hawai‘i Tracker on Facebook.

perience in Volcano Watch: "'Twas the
Sunday before Christmas, the eve of the
winter solstice, and festive holiday lights
blinked of bright red and green. And then,
shortly after 9:30 p.m. HST on Dec. 20,
so did the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory's volcano alert level/aviation color
codes for Kīlauea! In the near blink of
an eye, Kīlauea Volcano's NORMAL/
GREEN status was quickly increased
to WARNING/RED as lava returned to
Halemaʻumaʻu."
USGS reported that on Dec. 24, two
vents continued to feed the rapidly enlarging lava lake filling Halemaʻumaʻu crater.
"If the eruption continues at its current
rate, these two remaining vents will soon
be inundated." As of 7 a.m. Christmas
Eve, the lake was 554 ft. deep. The surface
area was 69 acres. On Christmas Day, the
lake was 577 ft. with vents continuing to
feed the growing lava lake." By Dec. 29,
the lava lake had risen and retreated and
Pele Puffs, pg. 14
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Miloli‘i Community Key to Aquarium Collecting Setback
The Miloli‘i community was key in
the recent court decision to prohibit new
aquarium fish collecting licenses and renewals without an environmental review.
The state Department of Land & Natural
Resources made the announcement after a
state court decision late last year. The First
Circuit Court ruling comes three years after the Hawaiʻi Supreme Court ruled that
environmental review is required for commercial aquarium collection permits. Both
decisions impact the aquarium pet trade
and refer to the state's Hawaiʻi Environmental Policy Act.

Achilles tang are often collected for the aquarium
trade.
Photo from Waikiki Aquarium

At the forefront of the issue are
Miloliʻi native cultural practitioners Willie and Kaʻimi Kaupiko, along with Mike
Nakachi. They sued the DLNR to clarify
the Supreme Court ruling. They are represented by Mahesh Cleveland, an attorney with Earthjustice, the legal arm of the
Sierra Club. Cleveland said the Kaupiko
and Nakachi ʻohana celebrate the victory,
having fought for reef protection for more
than three decades.
Kaʻimi Kaupiko said, "We are relieved that the court shut this illegal loophole so our reefs can finally rest while the
agency examines the industryʻs harmful effects. These reefs are vital to our
way of life and to the health of our entire Paeʻāina-Hawaiian Islands. After all
this time trying to protect our resources,

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Uncle Willie Kaupiko, practicing kilo (astute observation) near his home fishery in Miloli‘i, has been fighting for decades to protect Hawai‘i’s reefs from damaging effects of the aquarium trade.
		
Photo from Earthjustice

we are thankful for the courtʼs decision
to do what is pono. We must all do our
part to take care of Hawaiʻi and to sustain
our home for generations to come. But
wala‘au, talking-words, is not enough.
The state has work to do."
After the court ruling, DLNR instituted a requirement for environmental
reviews. Its statement says there are 41

licensees reporting aquarium fish catches. There are about 3,000 Commercial
Marine Licenses in Hawaiʻi. DLNR Director Suzanne Case pointed to several
high-profile aquarium fishing enforcement busts on Hawai‘i island this year,
the result of tips from concerned commu-

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

nity members. These cases are still in the
courts and DLNR civil violation systems.
In the meantime, DLNR encourages anyone who suspects illegal aquarium fishing to report it immediately to the DLNR
24-hour violation hotline or via the free
Miloli‘i Community, pg. 12
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Mike Nakachi feeds a Hilu, a blackstripe coris fish steeped in Hawaiian legend and targeted by the
aquarium trade for its striking appearance.
Photo by Kaikea Nakachi from Earthjustice

Miloli‘i Community, from pg. 11
DLNRTip app. "We continue to take illegal aquarium fishing seriously. We want
people to continue to report any illegal activity," said the DLNR chief.
The Earthjustice attorney pointed
out that after the Supreme Court ruling
in 2017, the state still issued permits for
aquarium fish collecting, interpreting the
decision as collections could proceed providing no traps or nets with a small mesh
were used. The new ruling by First Circuit
Court quashed that conclusion and mandated that no aquarium fish collecting is
allowed without environmental review, no
matter the manner of collecting the fish.
The Earthjustice attorney said that

January 2021

while the number of permits issued has
recently declined, those with permits are
likely to take more fish, especially those
fearing their permits would be canceled
or expire without renewal. He pointed to
DLNR accounting for the aquarium catch.
In the first half of 2020, the number of
aquarium species taken totaled 537,850,
outpacing the 507,000 reported for all of
2017.
For the Fishes Executive Director
Rene Umbergeror said she and other advocates are asking airlines to refuse to ship
harvested aquarium fish out of Hawaiʻi.
Illegal aquarium fishing can be reported to the DLNR at 808-643-3657 or
through DLNRTip.

Whale Watchers, from pg. 1
portunity, access the flyer online.
Ocean Count promotes public
awareness about humpback whales,
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale
National Marine Sanctuary, and shorebased whale watching opportunities. Site
leaders tally humpback whale sightings
and document the animals' surface
behavior during the survey, which provides
a snapshot of humpback whales activity
from the shorelines of Oʻahu, Kauaʻi and
Hawaiʻi islands. Ocean Count is supported
by the National Marine Sanctuary
Foundation.
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale
National Marine Sanctuary, administered
by NOAA's Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries and the State of Hawaiʻi Division of Aquatic Resources, protects humpback whales and their habitat in Hawaiian

Page 12

January, 2021

Whale's tails are often seen during the the count.
Photo from NOAA

waters where they migrate each winter to
mate, calve and nurse their young.
The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, established in 2000, is the official
non-profit partner of the National Marine
Sanctuary System.
The Foundation directly supports national marine sanctuaries by protecting species, conserving ecosystems and preserving America's maritime heritage through
on-the-water conservation projects, public
education and outreach programs and scientific research and exploration. See http://
hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov.

Counting humpback whales along the coast this January through March will be through trained teams
of one to two people, instead of volunteers getting together for the annual event.
Photo from NOAA

Learn to Grow Food, Classes Online
Sponsored by Hui Mālama Nā ʻŌiwi,
a beginners gardening class, Mala 101, offers four sessions: Jan. 28, Feb. 11, Feb.
25, and March 11 from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
A slogan for the program is He keiki
aloha na mea kanu - Beloved children are
the plants.
The announcement from Hui Mālama
says, "Anyone can learn to grow some of
their own laʻau in their home." Come to
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understand the basics to plants appropriate
for the size of planting area, the soil and
water. Find out how to build healthy soil
and grow on a budget.
Those taking the classes will receive
materials to make a raised garden bed, several start-up plants ready to put in the soil,
and a Grow Your Own Laʻau cookbook.
To enroll call 969-9220 or sign up online at hmono.org/services.
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Health Concern: Vog Exposure During New Kīlauea Eruption
Volcanic air pollution is one of the serious hazards "associated with the recent
summit eruption of Kīlauea volcano," said
a statement from Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. "Areas around the summit of
Kīlauea have been blanketed in high levels
of sulfur dioxide (SO2) and particulates
that reached levels established by the Environmental Protection Agency as hazardous for all individuals."
The air quality index can be viewed
on the Park's online air quality alert system, www.HawaiiSO2Network.com.
When the new eruption began, a dozen days before the end of 2020, Park staff
put up signs warning visitors of deteriorating conditions, and issued alerts on its social media sites. "Visitors are urged to plan
their visit and check the air quality website
before coming to the Park. Even low levels
of volcanic gas are a threat to those with
heart or respiratory issues, infants, young
children and pregnant women. Wednesday's (Dec. 23) conditions were hazardous

A family watches a plume of gas and steam rise from Kīlauea just after sunrise from the Keanakākoʻi
viewing area. Park and health officials are asking the public to be mindful of SO2 levels and particulates around the crater and downwind in Ka‘ū.
NPS Photo/Janice Wei

for everyone," said the Park's statement.
"This current eruption is more
challenging than eruptions in the past
because we have the added
threat of COVID-19," said
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park

Superintendent Rhonda Loh. "When air
quality is poor, visitors should get in their
Vog Exposure, pg. 15

COVID Vaccine Comes to Ka‘ū
The first shipment of COVID-19 vaccine arrived on Dec. 21 at Kaʻū Hospital's
sister facility, Hilo Medical Center. Kaʻū
Hospital administrator Merilyn Harris said
vaccinations began at her facility in late
December and she expects that all her staff
and long term patients, who are willing,
will be vaccinated by mid-January. They
and the public will be able to receive vaccinations through Hilo Medical Center at
Kaʻū Hospital over time.
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Regarding caring for the vaccine, Harris said it is good for
five days once it is thawed, but
only good for six hours once it is
mixed with saline to prepare it for
inoculations.
In addition to the hospital and
medical center, CVS, which has
a pharmacy in Pāhala, said it will
offer immunizations throughout
the state.

Halema‘uma‘u's new crater lake sends SO2 across the
landscape, often towards Ka‘ū.
USGS photo by M. Patrick
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Rhonda Loh Super Intends Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park

Rhonda Low became Superintendent
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park on
Dec. 20. She served as acting Superintendent since April 2019, when Superintendent Cindy Orlando was called to San
Francisco and became National Park Service Deputy Director for the Pacific West.
Born in Hawai‘i, Loh spent her formative years growing up on O‘ahu and
connecting with family on Hawai‘i Island
where she enjoyed hiking and camping.

Acting NPS Regional Director Linda
D. Walker said, "Throughout her 25-year
career with the National Park Service,
Rhonda has sought creative ways to build a
positive working environment that fosters
collaboration among staff and partners.
This experience provides her a solid foundation to help further the mission of the
National Park Service in Hawai‘i."
Loh said, "My family roots are in
Hawai‘i, and I deeply appreciate the islands' people and cultures. I am honored to
be selected for this position and remain committed to engaging with
the local communities in
stewardship of our public lands."
Loh began her career in the park service
as a volunteer in 1989
before landing her first
permanent position as a
biological technician at
Hawai‘i Volcanoes NaCelebrating the launch of a U.S. Mint quarter with imagery of Hawaiʻi
tional Park.
Volcanoes National Park, Cindy Orlando joins the late Sen. Dan Inouye
She later served as
and U.S. Mint Manager David Croft in 2012.
Photo from NPS
the park's botanist and
She received her master's degree in chem- then chief of natural resource management.
istry from Stanford University, and Ph.D. Loh also served as acting superintendent
in botany from the University of Hawai‘i at other national parks across Hawai‘i inat Mānoa. Loh, her spouse Peter, and dog cluding Pearl Harbor National MemoMaxy live in Volcano.
rial, Haleakalā National Park, KalokoHonokōhau and Pu‘uhonua o Hōnaunau
National Historical Parks, and Kalaupapa
National Historical Park.
Orlando became Superintendent
of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park in
January of 2004. In her new role, she is

JANUARY Events

Happy NEW YEAR from all of us at Volcano Art Center!
1/5 - After School East African
Handbuilding with Erik Wold
1/6 - Kids Drawing Class with Ken Charon
1/7 - Beginning Bead Embroidery with
Cabochons with Rona Smith
1/9 - Zentangle: Back to Basics with
Valdeane Odachi
1/9 - Saturday Clay - High Fire! with
Erik Wold
1/9 - EXHIBIT: A Brush With Light by
Catherine Robbins
1/23 - ZOOM workshop: Strategies to
Jumpstart Your Writing with Jacquolyn
McMurray and Kristin Wolfgang

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN!
Visit our website for current hours

Office in Volcano Village:
(808) 967-8222
Gallery in HVNP:
(808) 967-7565
volcanoartcenter.org/shop
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Pele Puffs, from pg. 10
was reported at a depth of 587 ft. containing 4.8 billion gallons of lava.
The eruption, during the last days of
2020, remained confined to Halemaʻumaʻu
within Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park.
Monitoring data showed no changes to the
lower East Rift Zone or other parts of the
volcano. Seismicity and ground deformation were concentrated at the summit and
the eruption was stable, "with no indications of imminent summit collapse like in
2018."
Scientists watched as one vent
stopped spewing lava and appeared to
start draining the lake. On the lake's surface, an island of cooling lava began to
float around Halema‘uma‘u crater, with
ten little islands around it.

Hawaiʻi-grown Rhonda Loh is Superintendent of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, after serving as acting Superintendent since April of 2019.
Photo from National Park Service

Deputy Regional Director for the management of more than 60 national park sites
in Hawaiʻi, American Samoa, Guam, the
Northern Marianas, California, Oregon,
Washington, Nevada, Idaho, and portions
of Arizona and Montana. She commutes
between San Francisco and her home in
Kaʻū.
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park rises
from sea level to an elevation of 13,677 feet
and encompasses two of the world’s most
active volcanoes, Kīlauea and Mauna Loa.
The park includes seven ecological zones
(coast, lowland, mid-elevation woodland,
rainforest, upland forest, subalpine, and alpine) and is home to seven threatened species including the nēnē (Hawaiian goose),
and 47 endangered species, including the
honu‘ea (hawksbill turtle), ‘ua‘u (Hawai-

ian petrel), and the Ka‘ū silversword. The
park's rich archeological record connects
today’s Hawaiians to their ocean-faring
ancestors who made landfall on the island.
Visitors and residents can experience
the history of geological exploration and
the stewardship of natural landscapes by
driving the roads, visiting historic districts
and buildings, and exploring the park’s
museum. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park
was established on Aug. 1, 1916, to protect, conserve, and study the volcanic landscapes and associated natural and cultural
resources and processes on the island.
The park has been designated as an International Biosphere Reserve (1980) and
a World Heritage Site (1987). For more
information, visit the park's website:www.
nps.gov/havo.

On Dec. 29, scientists
reported: "The eruption at
Kīlauea's summit continues
Halema‘uma‘u west vent
remains active; the lava
lake level has not changed
significantly. Summit gas
emissions and seismic activity remain elevated. With
NPS permission, HVO field
crews—equipped with specialized safety gear and
PPE—monitor the current
eruption from the closed
area of Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park."
Scientists writing Volcano Watch summarized:
"A short period of quiescence—about
28
months
following the
2018
eruption—has
ended
for
HVO scientists monitor the ongoing Kīlauea summit eruption
Kīlauea Vol- from within an area of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park that
cano.
The remains closed to the public for safety reasons. They are equipped
summit wa- with a range of specialized safety gear and personal protective
gloves, and eye protection.
ter lake era equipment such as gas masks, helmets,USGS
photo by L. DeSmither.
has
come
and gone and a new era of hawaiian-volcano-observatory.
eruption activity is upon
See story on page 15 concerning visus—lava has returned to iting Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park to
Halemaʻumaʻu."
see the lava. See stories on pages 10 and
See
photos,
vid- 13 on air quality and the eruption. See
eo, maps and more story on page 8 about January, Volcano
from the USGS scien- Awareness Month.
tists
at
https://www.
usgs.gov/observatories/
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National Park Warns: Refrain from Sneaking to Crater's Edge
Deadly consequences could be the result of sneaking into closed areas around
the lava lake at Kīlauea Caldera. That's the
message from Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park, which reports, "The return of lava to
Kīlauea volcano has resulted in a sharp increase in visitation, and a rise in potentially
deadly closure violations at the summit lava
lake after dark." In the last days of 2020, the
eruption was contained within a closed area
at Halemaʻumaʻu, the summit crater, where
a rising and falling lava lake was fed by
two vents gushing molten rock. An island
of cooled lava floated and moved about in
the lake.
Park scientists reported that "Dangerous levels of volcanic gas, rockfalls, explosions and volcanic glass particulates are the
primary hazards The area has been closed
since 2007. Crater edges at Halemaʻumaʻu
and along Kīlauea caldera are extremely unstable, and collapses can occur at any time.
Visitors should stay back from cliff edges
and heed closure notices and barriers."
Despite these potentially lethal hazards,
Park rangers "cited dozens of careless individuals intent on snapping a photo or video
for social media bragging rights," said Park
spokesperson Jessica Ferricane.
Chief Ranger Jack Corraro said, "All
it takes is a slight change in wind direction
and these offenders could inhale a fatal dose
of volcanic gas. One misstep or a crumbling
cliff edge and they could plunge into the
vast pit of molten rock or to the crater floor.
The Park suspended camping in the
back country. "We want to keep the Park
open so everyone can safely experience this
beautiful new eruption, but when visitors
enter closed areas, rangers must concentrate
on these few individuals. This puts our staff
in hazardous situations and causes them to

Night light is a plume lit by the lava lake below. 		

shift their focus away from the safety of
visitors experiencing the eruption in designated viewing areas," said Corrao.
Designated viewing areas that are
open 24 hours a day include Waldron
Ledge, Wahinekapu, Mauna Loa Lookout,
Keanakākoʻi and Volcano House. Kīlauea
Overlook is best visited before sunrise to
avoid crowds. "A plume of gas and steam
can be seen wafting from the crater during
daylight. After dark, the lava deep within

the crater paints the crater walls and plume
with mesmerizing eruptive colors," said a
Park statement.
The Park warned that these open areas
also present hazards, especially near unstable cliff edges and during periods of poor air
quality. The public is reminded to recreate
responsibly and heed these precautions:
• Volcanic eruptions can be hazardous
and change at any time.
• Stay on marked trails and overlooks,
and avoid earth cracks and cliff edges.
Do not enter closed areas.

NPS photo by Janice Wei

• Hazardous volcanic gases are billowing out of the crater and present a
danger to everyone, especially people
with heart or respiratory problems,
infants, young children and pregnant
women. Go to www.hawaiiSO2network.com to monitor conditions.
• Slow down and drive safely.
• Maintain social distance of six feet
from others
• Wear a mask to reduce the spread of
COVID-19. Masks for COVID do not
protect against volcanic gas.

This brush fire Christmas weekend below Pāhala, along with another at Punalu‘u (See page 3) and one
near Nā‘ālehu were other sources of bad air in Ka‘ū, which saw some days of high S02 and particulates
from the new lava lake at Kīlauea Caldera.
Photo by Bob Martin

Vog Exposure, from pg. 13
vehicles, turn on the air conditioner, and go
to another area not impacted by volcanic
gas. There are no safe options for visitors
to seek shelter indoors in the Park due to
the pandemic," Loh said.
Typically, the prevailing tradewinds
from the northeast carry the plume of
volcanic gas, water vapor and particulates being released by the eruption to
the southwest and away from the summit.
According to the U.S. Geological Survey Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, SO2
emissions remained high at around 30,000
tonnes a day during the first days of the
eruption but reduced to 5,000 tonnes a day
by the end of the year.
For more information about current
volcanic hazards and how to plan a safe
trip to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park,
visit the park website, https://go.nps.gov/
vxn5lh.
Away from the park air quality has
been up and down since the eruption began and the new lava lake formed. Quality has ranged from good to hazardous
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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for sensivite people. The wafting of S02
through Volcano, Pāhala, Nāʻālehu, Ocean
View and up the Kona Coast, varies wildly
depending on the wind. Sometimes air
quality is worse in Kona than in Kaʻū.
Another generator of bad air in December
were brush fires near Pāhala, Punalu‘u and
Nā‘ālehu. See pages 2 and 10.

Plume from a brush fire rises in Ka‘ū, contributing to period of poor air quality, also influenced by
the new Kīlauea lava lake. Photo by Bob Martin
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Reindeer Sleigh Pioneer Sets up Camp in Ocean View
A reindeer farm
people, like a dog
is the project of new
or a horse who likes
Ocean View Kona
to hang out with huGardens resident Dr.
mans." Training them
Kenji Yoshikawa.
is quite a feat, said
The professor at
Yoshikawa, but he's
University of Alaska
succeeded on trails
Fairbanks,
Water
behind his home outand Environmental Kona Gardens resident Kenji Yoshikawa's rein- side of Fairbanks. He
Research
Center, deer farm near Fairbanks Alaska.
said he hopes reindeer
Photo from Kenji Yoshikawa
Institute of Northern
will be used for travel
Engineering, is not only one of the world's in Alaska's outback. In that cold country,
permafrost experts, he studied reindeer he travels from village to village on a
husbandry and training in Lapland and snowmobile to teach the value of studying
Russia.
permafrost and to check on his experimenYoshikawa's reindeer farm is in Alas- tal stations cared for by local residents.
ka and his goal is to train reindeer to pull
sleighs and sleds. He said that reindeer in
Alaska are used for meat, while in Russia
they are also trained for pulling sleighs,
with two of them side by side, directed by
the driver.
Yoshikawa said that reindeer have
completely different personalities than
horses. "They can't learn the names you At home in Ocean View Kona Gardens, advengive them. They don't desire to please turer Yoshikawa appreciates the stars.

Yoshikawa would like reindeer to be trained for transportation in Alaska. Photo from Kenji Yoshikawa

In the meantime, he plans to spend
part of his time here in Kaʻū with a home
close to the ocean in Kona Gardens, where
stars are bright and exploration activities
abound. His study of permafrost takes him
all over the world, including the Andes,
Maunakea and Japan, to document the geological and climate history of the planet. In
the past, he has traveled across Antarctica
and the Sahara Desert by foot, and from

Japan to Alaska on the Arctic Ocean by
sailboat.
He said his new Kona Gardens home
provides "the beautiful stars and great sun
setting every day. I wake early because
Southern Cross rising in the morning." He
said that "recent vog makes a little down
the number of stars - but better than Alaskan wildfires."

provide the opportunity for 20 families to
build their own home. "It will create generational and life-changing impact on families
and communities, from providing a source
of wealth and asset-building to influencing
health and educational outcomes. Homeownership is also a major contributing factor to positive community development and
engagement.
Unfortunately, reports Habitat, the cost
of home has become something many cannot afford. "More than one in five families
on Hawaiʻi Island pay more than half of
their income on housing. The need for af-

fordable housing has never been greater. In
its five-year consolidated plan, the County
of Hawaiʻi Office of Housing & Community
Development estimates the need for 13,300
new homes by 2025."
"Together we can build safe, decent, affordable homes for our island ʻohana." Assisting Habitat comes in many forms, from
volunteering skills toward completion of a
home to donating materials and giving financial support on a monthly or one-time basis."
To give money, skills and volunteer
time, see habitathawaiiisland.org

Habitat for Humanity: Home is a Pu‘u Honua

Habitat for Humanity Hawai‘i Island reports the
need for 13,300 new homes by 2025 and that more
than 20 percent of families on this island spend
more than half their income on housing.
Photo from Habitat for Humanity

Home is a Pu‘u Honua, says Habitat for
Humanity Hawai‘i Island. The non-profit,
which has helped with homeownership in
Kaʻū and beyond, sent out a New Year's
message with a request for help: "In these
challenging times, we are learning more and
more about the changing functions of the
home. It has become the office, classroom,
gym, church and even the doctor's office.
These times have also shown us that the
home is more than shelter, it has countless
characteristics, including being a pu‘u honua
or sanctuary - a place of refuge. The home is
the place where we can be safe and healthy;
it's our foundation for healing. In a sense,
the home has become a remedy to help cure
many of life's ailments. The 'Safer at Home'
and 'Shelter in Place' slogans have made a
safe, decent affordable home more important
than ever."
Habitat reports its goal for 2021 is to

Nēnē Sees His Reflection, Goes After Vehicle

A nēnē looks into the mirror of a bum- mas goose chase ensued with 651 in hot
per on a vehicle parked at Hawai‘i Volca- pursuit."
noes National Park and
While nēnē are
pecks it. He puts visicompletely protected
tors into a spot when
due to their threathe looks at himself and
ened status, and honattacks his reflection. It
ored as the state bird
is illegal to interact with
of Hawai‘i, they were
the threatened Hawaiian
the Christmas goose
goose, but nēnē someserved up for the holitimes involve themdays at Volcano House
selves with the trappings
more than a half cenof humankind.
tury ago.
Ed Rau, of DisNowadays
they
covery Harbour, visited
are often seen in
the Park on Christmas
Hawai‘i Volcanoes NaDay and stopped at a
tional Park and serve
scenic point to cap- The nēnē looked at his face reflected in
as a character in art to
ture the view. "When the bumper of a car and pecked at it, all
encourage people to
to the surprise of the vehicle's occupants.
we we returned to our
wear masks during the
Photo by Ed Rau
car there was a strange
COVID-19 pandemic.
sight - a nēnē pecking at the back of the
The population of nēnē, who live
car and undeterred only in Hawai‘i, is estimated to be about
by our presence. 2,500, giving it the title of rarest goose
Apparently he (lo- on the planet. Upon the arrival of Capt.
cally known by James Cook to the Hawaiian Islands, the
his leg band as estimated population was about 25,000.
#651) wasn't filled Its population decline was influenced by
with the Christmas the arrival of mongoose, pigs and cats
Sprit, seeing an who eat the eggs, and people who ate the
equally handsome goose. By 1952, the population was about
This depiction of nēnē
bird in his territory 52 birds. Nēnē were bred in captivity
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes
on the back of our and reintroduced to the wild. Nēnē were
National Park urges evcar! As we drove downlisted from endangered to threatened
eryone to wear a mask.
Photo by Ed Rau off a wild Christin 2019, on the Endangered Species List.

