Class of 2019: A Future Inspired by Growing Up Rural

Kaʻū High School's Class of 2019.

Photo from Kaʻū High

Inspired speakers shared their quest of happiness and success with 54 graduates at the
Kaʻū High School commencement ceremony Friday night, May 24, in Kaʻū District Gym.
Principal Sharon Beck bragged about the class of 2019, noting their diversity in personalities,
interests, and cultural backgrounds.
Beck said their differences taught them how to work as a team and to accomplish in a
group. She pointed to the Unity Celebration created and produced by students each year. She
pointed to Co-Valedictorian Brennen Nishimura, who will attend Princeton University on two
scholarships. She noted that Ryan Ah Yee will receive a Hawaiʻi Community College Tuition
Waiver Scholarship and an ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Scholarship.
Mei Lin Galban Kin In is one of three graduates bound for athletic scholarships in Washington state. Galban Kin In signed on to play basketball for Pierce College. Joining her is
Graduates, pg. 7
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Secretary of the Interior: HVO Stays on Island

U.S. Secretary of the Interior David
Berhnardt stood on the edge of Kīlauea
Caldera on May 30 and said that Hawaiian Volcano Observatory headquarters will
remain on Hawaiʻi Island. After putting on
a hard hat and visiting Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
National Park's Jaggar Museum and HVO
headquarters, undermined by earthquakes
and the collapse of crater walls last year, he
talked with reporters. Gathered behind Volcano House, they discussed the impact of
the loss of the buildings to scientists, visitors, and the local economy. "I wouldn't be
here if I didn't think this was going to be a
priority and move forward as expeditiously
as humanly possible," said Bernhardt.
On money that could be used for facility recovery, he said there is a process with
Congress. "We are in a process where they
have found some money, but I never make

Secretary of the Interior David Bernhardt talked to reporters outside of Volcano House. They discussed
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory staff staying on island, and the future of Jaggar Museum and HVO
headquarters.
Photo by Julia Neal

Big Island Housing Foundation came
to Kaʻū on Sunday, May 26 to present a
model for senior housing in Nāʻālehu. The
presentation to about 30 people focused on
the old Nāʻālehu Fruit Stand land along
Hwy 11, which is being purchased by the
ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Community organization
for the purpose of senior housing.
Susan Kunz, Executive Director of
Big Island Housing Foundation, said one
example of housing would include 20
units, each 500 square feet. It would cost

$7 to $8 million to build. Estimated rent
would be $1,000 a month, targeting low
income people. Some would receive subsidies to help pay for it, she explained.
Foundation representatives said that
financing to build the project could come
through the federal Housing and Urban
Development agency, and investors who
would receive tax credits for participating.
The investors would come up with about
two-thirds of the budget to construct the
Senior Housing, pg. 10

Much fuel for wildfires hides within
the tall grasses covering the South Point
area of Kaʻū. The cattle ranches and wildlands experienced a wet winter, leading to a
large volume of vegetation that could burn
this summer, said volunteer firefighters attending Hawaiʻi Wildfire Management Organization's meeting in Pāhala Friday, May
12.
Other possible burn areas surround
most villages and neighborhoods of Kaʻū.
Volunteer firefighters from Nāʻālehu,
Ocean View, Discovery Harbour, and

Pāhala, along with other residents, vowed
to reach out to their communities to help
make them safer from destruction by
wildfires.
Hawaiʻi Wildfire Management representatives Pablo Beimler and Carson Magoon said they will work with homeowners to make dwellings more fire safe and
to develop evacuation plans. They offered
to work with large landowners on mapping properties for fire risks, escape routes,
and possible firebreaks. They offered to go
into the schools to teach children about fire
safety. They distributed the Ready, Set, Go!
Your Personal Wildland Fire Action Guide.
They said that communities could become firewise-certified and may in the future receive lower fire insurance rates from
some insurance companies, like USAA.
James Akau, of Nā Mamo o Kāwā,
cosponsored the meeting and a fuel load
management La ʻOhana Workday at Kāwā
on Saturday, May 11. "We, Nā Mamo o
Kāwā, are deeply moved by such display
of dedication and our growing kōko‘o,
partnership, to tackle these problems of
grander proportions." He also talked about
Firewise, pg. 10

Plans Emerge for Senior Housing

More Fires Expected, Be Firewise
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a prediction on that until it's presented to
the President. But I do think the Senators
have been very responsive and I think we'll
be in good shape. We already have some
resources from federal highways and others that will be coming and doing planning
to deal with some subsidence, and things
like that."
When asked whether Jaggar Museum
could be reopened, he said, "When you
stand there, at the caldera, my initial reaction, honestly, was that there needs to be
something. It just seems that it would be
counter purposes not to have something
right near there. At the same time, there's
movement on that ground. I mean that's
clearly obvious, it's still moving potentially. So we need to think that through because, obviously, safety's very first. I think
HVO, pg. 2

Eleventh Kaʻū Coffee Fest
Affirms a Local Industry

The eleventh annual Kaʻū Coffee Festival affirmed a local industry that brings
the community together and reaches out to attract coffee lovers and coffee buyers to
support the economy. About 4,000 people attended the annual Hoʻolauleʻa on Saturday May 4. Many attended ten days of events.
Comprised of some 50 farmers, the Kaʻū Coffee community offered coffee tasting, buying opportunities, and visits to farms and the watershed that nourishes coffee
orchards. A trip up a sacred flat top mountain provided a lesson in Kaʻū stargazing.
A coffee growing ranching couple invited guests for a hayride and barbecue. An opportunity to Buy Local It Matters won a coffee farmer $1,000. The historic Pāhala
Plantation House opened up for a kick off party.
Kaʻū Coffee Fest Co-Organizer Brenda Iokepa Moses said more than 70 vendors
and educational groups signed up for the Hoʻolauleʻa. "It was a record turnout." The
event's sales director Maria Miranda said sponsors were more enthusiastic than ever,
bringing in more support.
Kaʻū Coffee Festival, pg. 3

Annabelle Orcino gasps for joy, surrounded by friends and family as she takes home the $1000
check from Kaʻū Coffee Fest's Buy Local It Matters campaign May 4.
Photo by Lora Botanova
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Despite Eruption, Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Contributes $123 M to Economy

Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park visitation created $94.1 million in economic
benefits for communities near the Park in
2018, revealed a National Park Service

2,020 jobs and a cumulative benefit to the
local economy of about $222.4 million.
Acting Superintendent Rhonda Loh
said, "It's not surprising to see a decrease
in visitor spending
during 2018 since
most of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park was closed
for 134 days due to
unsafe and unpredictable volcanic
activity.
What's
important to note
is that dangerous
eruptive activity
has ceased, and the
vast majority of
the park is open.
Visitors are enjoying the park under
clear skies free
Park visitors stop for a rest and a photo opportunity on Kīlauea Iki Trail on
April 20.
NPS Photo/Janice Wei of volcanic gas,
and are out hiking
report released in May. It says visitor trails and marveling at scenic vistas near
spending in 2018 supported 1,040 jobs the summit, on Chain of Craters Road and
locally and a cumulative benefit to the lo- Mauna Loa."
cal economy of $123 million. There were
Loh added that the Park's Kahuku
1,116,891 visitors to the Park, a drop from Unit, located about an hour south of the
2017, when more than two million visited park's main entrance, remained open durthe Park to spend $166 million within and ing the volcanic incident and increased
near the Park. That spending supported its operational hours. As a result, Kahuku
HVO, from pg. 1
that's a site to be very thoughtful about."
Bernhardt noted that visitation to the park
is rebounding.
He also noted that HVO moved to
places, in Hilo, to stay fully operational.
He said the determination of a fixed plan
for a permanent location is at least months
away. He did say the headquarters would
remain on Hawaiʻi Island, following speculation that scientists and other staff could
be distributed to Hilo, Honolulu, and other
places.

visitation in 2018 increased 181 percent
from 2017: 9,097 visitors to 25,535.
The 2018 report shows nationwide, a
$20.2 billion of direct spending by more
than 318 million park visitors in communities within 60 miles of a national
park. This spending nationally supported
329,000 jobs with 268,000 of them in
gateway communities. The cumulative
benefit to the U.S. economy was $40.1
billion.
Lodging expenses account for the
largest share of visitor spending, about
$6.8 billion nationally in 2018. Food is
the second largest expense. Visitors spent
$4 billion in restaurants and bars, and another $1.4 billion at grocery and convenience stores. Visitor spending on lodging supported more than 58,000 jobs and
more than 61,000 jobs in restaurants.
Visitor spending in recreation industries supported more than
28,000 jobs.
Spending
in retail supported more
than 20,000
jobs.
Economists Catherine Cullinane

Thomas and Egan Cornachione of the U.S.
Geological Survey, and Lynne Koontz of
the National Park Service, conducted the
peer-reviewed visitor spending analysis.
They produced an interactive tool to explore visitor spending, jobs, labor income,
value added, and output effects by sector
for national, state, and local economies.
Users can also view year-by-year trend
data. The interactive tool and report are
available at the NPS Social Science
Program webpage nps.gov/subjects/socialscience/vse.htm.
To learn more about national parks
in Hawai‘i and how NPS works with
Hawai‘i communities to help preserve local history, conserve the environment, and
provide outdoor recreation, go to nps.gov/
state/hi/index.htm. The Park's continued
eruption recovery progress is updated at
nps.gov/havo/recovery.htm.

The Interior Secretary also said he headquarters with Chief Scientist Tina
met with HVO and HVNP employees to- Neal and Acting HVNP Superintendent
day. "We have
some incredible employees
here at both
the National
Park Service
and also at the
U.S. Geological Survey. I
was able to
commend the
team that had
spent so much
time and effort
up here during HVO Chief Scientist Tina Neal and acting Supertintendent of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes,
the event," the Rhonda Loh, show Secretary of the Interior David Bernhardt the plaza overlooking
summit col- Kīlauea Caldera. Photo by DOI/Tami A. Heilemann
lapse and quakes that led them to abandon Rhonda Loh. Neal pointed to large cracks
the buildings and close the park, all the in walls and other structural damage. On
while keeping the community informed.
the plaza, overlooking the recently created,
Bernhardt toured the off-limits HVO
HVO, pg. 4
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The local music community showcased its talents, drawing fans and family
from around the island as they performed
on the Hoʻolauleʻa day. Some performers who grew up here brought home their
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where coffee trees are
pesticides on their Kaʻū
weak. Replace them
Coffee farms.
where coffee trees have
The 2019 Kaʻū
died or been taken out.
Coffee Fest sponsors inShe also emphacluded: Aikane Plantasized proper use of
tion, Akatsuka Orchids,
pesticides, and proAliʻi Hawaiian Hula
vided examples of
Hands, Aroma Coffee
using poisons that
Farm, BEI Hawaiʻi,
can weaken the cofBig Island Candies, Big
fee plant and lead
Island Resource Conto mites and other
servation and Develinfestations,
that
opment Council, Big
lead to a higher cost
Island Toyota, Bio Eco
and losses in the
Hawaiʻi Inc., Camino A presenter at the annual Kaʻū Coffee College,
long run. She said
Properties,
Creative Andrea Kawabata from University of Hawaiʻi
Extension Service, encourages coffee farmers to
Kimo sings with Braddah Ben, center, whose wife of 30
that keeping trees
Arts, Crooked C Ranch, seek science, keep records, and spend wisely. See
years offers hula.
Photo by Julia Neal
healthy is the best
CU Hawaiʻi, Edmund May Kaʻū News Briefs at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.
Photo by Lora Botonnova
music and hula. Miss Kaʻū Coffee assisted practice, along with
C. Olson Trust II, Fer- com.
with many of the events and vowed to rep- careful pesticide man- Keiki hula showcased the Bula Akamu hālau
resent the coffee industry throughout the
agement when during the Hoʻolauleʻa at Pāhala Community
Center.
Photo by Geneveve Fyvie
needed.
Kawabata provides coffee ber- nandez
Coffee
ry borer integrated pest manage- Farm, Gascon Cofment recommendations to growers fee Farm, Green
throughout the state, Puerto Rico, El Point
Nursery,
Salvador, and in an emerging coffee Greenwell Farms,
growing business in California.
Hawaiʻi Coffee AsDr. Adel Youkhana, of Univer- sociation, Hawaiʻi
sity of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, advised Forest & Trail,
farmers on making accurate predic- Hawaiʻi Tourism Hannah's Makana ʻOhana hālau was the first group with hula to take the
tions of their Kaʻū coffee crops. He Authority, Helen grassy stage.
Photo by Peter Anderson
is also an expert on productivity and Mountain Farm,
Gene Akamu and his son Bula came home to
Hilo Farmers Market LLC, Hilo Fire Ex- Sun, V.I.P Mortgage Inc., Volcano Winery,
Pāhala for Kaʻū Coffee Fest, with their music and
tinguishers, Hilo Orchid Farms, Hokulele UH CTAHR, Wiki Wiki Mart, and Wind
hula.
Photo by Julia Neal
Coffee Company, Hokuloa Farm LLC, Kissed Coffee.
year, in Kaʻū and beyond.
HPM Building Supply, Isla
Coffee Fest Co-Organizer Chris ManCustom Coffees, Island Natufredi presented awards for years of volunrals, JN Coffee Farm, Kaʻū
teer work for the event to Brenda IokepaAndrade Contracting, Kai RobMoses, Julia Neal, and former Miss Kaʻū
son, Kamaʻaina Motors, Kaʻū
Coffee Maria Miranda.
Calendar, Kaʻū Coffee Growers
A Coffee Experience brought in barisCooperative, Kaʻū Coffee Mill,
tas from as far away as Japan to show off
Kaʻū Local Products, Kaʻū
local farmers' coffee. The annual Kaʻū CofMahi LLC, Kaʻū Valley Farms
fee College brought education to farmers
LLC, Kaunamano Coffee, KeLady in red dances for Bula Akamu.
and coffee enthusiasts on Sunday, May 5.
Photo by Julia Neal hau's Coffee Farm, Lex Brodie's
Kaʻū Coffee College drew many cofTires, Lind Insurance Services,
fee farmers, buyers, roasters, and enthucarbon sequestration on the growing Miranda Farms, Navarro Coffee
of coffee, particularly in shade grown Farm, Nutrien, ʻO Kaʻū Kākou,
coffee.
OK Farms, ʻOkina Designs, Co-organizer of Kaʻū Coffee Fest Brenda Iokepa Moses, right,
Brittany Horn, founder and owner Orchid Isle Auto Center, Pacific was in charge of vendors and educational displays at the
of Pacific Coffee Research, talked about Coffee Research, Pāhala Plan- Hoʻolauleʻa. She visited the Kaʻū Coffee Mill booth with a bag
of Kaʻū Valley Coffee. She received an award for her volunteer
introduction of coffee yeast to the Kaʻū tation Cottages, Punaluʻu Bake work in producing the festival. To her left are Chris and Lauren
Coffee fermentation process. Ongoing Shop, Pumehana, R & A Coffee Wong Yuen, and Kaliko Keolanui, from Kaʻū Coffee Mill.
Photo by Kamalani Kaluahine Salmo
trials with coffee cupping feedback help Farm, R & G Farm, Rusty's Haeach farmer to determine the yeast pro- waiian LLC, Safeway, South
tocol for coffee. Yeast helps to quicken Point Plumbing, Sun Run
the fermentation process, which is one Solar, The Curb, The Rising
of the key
steps
in
processing
Miss Kaʻū Coffee Helena Nihipali-Sesson has gained
coffee.
a reputation of helping out wherever she goes. At the
Cal
Hoʻolauleʻa, she cleaned the floor at Coffee ExperiWestergard,
ence, where baristas prepared Kaʻū Coffee for tasting.
Photo by Michael Worthington of the state
Department
siasts to Pāhala Community Center to of
Agriculwrap up the eleventh annual Kaʻū Coffee ture, advised
Festival.
farmers
on
Andrea Kawabata, of the University the safe use of
FOR SALE BY OWNER
of Hawaiʻi Agricultural Exten2 adjacent lots on 10th above Ruby in Volcano's Mauna Loa Estates, Wooded.
sion Service, gave a presentaTotals 1 acre. Email volcanolisa@hotmail.com for more info.
tion on increasing yields on
HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
farms. She laid out some baMOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, doors, lanais. 808-990sic rules: Seek science, keep
2406.
records, spend wisely. UnderPLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778.
Custom work. New and remodel.
stand that time is money and
be committed.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
She advised that the simFOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix.
plest way to grow more coffee
Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.
is to plant more coffee in areas

CLAssiFiED

The Ka‘ū Calendar

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

June, 2019

Page 3

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Stars over Ka‘ū - June 2019
by Lew & Donna Cook

Planets
Mars and nearby Mercury were low in
the western sky – in Gemini, the Twins –
just after sunset and quite nearly lost in the
sunset's fading twilight. Jupiter rose in the
east about 6:30 p.m. in the early evening,
Saturn rose around 8:40 p.m. in Sagittarius. Saturn just happens to be very close
to Pluto. As we see it, Saturn will catch up
with Pluto on January 13, 2020, during the
time Saturn is behind the sun. Venus is the
bright morning star, rising about 4:30 am.
At the end of the month, this rise time has
changed only slightly, rising at 4:40 a.m.
However, it isn't up far enough to see its
shape through a telescope before dawn
breaks. It is nearly a complete circle, being on the other side of the sun from earth.
When on our side of the solar system, it
and Mercury show phases much like the
moon.
Constellations and Deep Sky Objects
Our Deep Sky picture comes from
northern Chile this month. M91 is a galaxy in the Virgo Galaxy cluster which famous comet hunter Charles Messier noted
in his list of "things that might be mistaken
for comets but are not." Messier is most
famous not for the comets he found, but
for the list of 110 Messier objects he catalogued. M91 is around 63 Million LightYears away from us.
The large birds of the northern sky
are rising at chart time: there is Cygnus,
the Swan, and Aquilla, the Eagle, chasing
after Hercules, the Herdsman, Bootes, and
the Snake Handler, Ophiuchus, while Sagittarius and Scorpio glide high across the
Southern Sky. Meanwhile, Virgo follows
Leo as they will set in the west.

The Moon
Moon Phases
Date
Moonrise
New Moon
June 3
6:06 am
First Quarter
June 9
12:06 pm
Full Moon
June 16
6:47 pm
Last Quarter
June 24
12:01 am
New Moon
July 2
5:45 am
*next morning

Moonset
7:36 pm
12:56 am*
6:06 am*
12:02 pm
7:04 pm

This month, we will follow the moon
around the sky from the first of June until four days after full moon on the 16th.
We begin on the morning of the first. The
moon is difficult to spot, but Venus is easier, so start there. At 5 a.m., look for Venus
in the east, make a fist, and hold your arm
straight out, with Venus on the left. The
skinny crescent moon, in Taurus, will be
covered by the right part of your fist, so
lower your arm to see the moon. The next
How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
few days, the new moon will be invisible north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east,
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west,
as it is too close to the sun to see.
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and
Next, in the early evening of the 4th, show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here.
the crescent moon may be seen – if con- Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown
ditions are good – about 8 degrees above
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is
the horizon at 7:55 p.m. between the feet no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program
of the lower most twin in Gemini. The written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.
next night it will be easier, when it is still
ricorn, the Goat, and like a goat, the moon
in Gemini but higher up in the sky. On the the IAU of setting the boundaries which
eats nearly all the stars in this faint constel6th, it can be found approaching the Crab's does such things. Before 10 a.m. the next
lation. Our final night for this tour with the
morning,
the
moon
passes
Jupiter,
but
it
Beehive Cluster (M44), but will set prior
moon is the 20th, when the moon rises at
isn't
visible
here
because
the
earth
is
in
the
to being in the midst of the "bees!" On the
10:06 p.m. The moon is showing its gib7th, look for the moon
bous phase. Gibbous is a term astronomers
in front of Leo, the
use instead of "looking like a squashed orLion, with the bright
ange," and because it is decreasingly lit, we
star Regulus. The folsay it is "waning".
lowing two nights it is
still passing through
Local Attractions
the constellation Leo,
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Reshaving grown into a
taurant schedule:
half moon shape at
Closed Mondays
first quarter.
Breakfast & Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM daily
On the 10th of
Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM daily
June, the moon moves
Check for the schedule at imiloahainto Virgo. There, it
waii.org. Members are admitted free to the
completely obscures
daily shows.
the galaxies in this
There is a night show once a month,
part of Virgo, Leo, and
when smaller telescopes on Mauna Kea are
Coma Berenices. This
linked to the Planetarium where they show
happens not because it
live shots of individual objects. Call the
is in front of them, but
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on
because "Ole Whitethe schedule and ticket availability, prices
face" is so blindingly
and membership costs. Please mention to
bright and close that This image of a spiral galaxy in Virgo, marked on the chart as M91, shows
several distinct attributes: the galaxies in the Virgo cluster of galaxies apthe nice folks at the ticket sales desk where
it is hopeless to try to pear large, indicating they are reasonably "nearby"; galaxies often have
you got the inspiration to come, and that
see these faint objects differing structure, M91 possesses a spiral structure, but M91 is a barred
you are entitled to the 10% kamaʻaina disthen. On the 11th, the spiral – the bar is made of stars; when the question of "what color is the
count for membership.
universe"
is
asked,
this
shot
of
M91
shows
the
answer:
cafe-au-lait
–
see
the
brighter moon is close
color picture on the web.
to Spica, the brightest Photo from Stuart Forman, using Data acquired by SSRO at PROMPT/CTIO
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
star in Virgo. The folDate
Sunrise
Sunset
way.
That
night,
the
moon
is
near
the
borlowing night finds the fatter moon still in
June 3, 2019
5:43 am
6:58 pm
5:44 am
7:01 pm
Virgo, but getting close to Libra where it der of Sagittarius and Ophiuchus. At the June 10
5:45 am
7:02 pm
will wash out all but maybe the brightest time of full moon, 10:31 p.m., the moon June 17
is in Ophiuchus. On the 17th the moon June 24
5:47 am
7:04 pm
stars there on the 14th.
is
in
Sagittarius,
bleaching
out
all
but
the
On the 15th, the almost full moon is
The times of sunrise and sunset are changstill in Libra, but the following night it is brightest stars. The same thing happens the ing slowly in June as the sun passes
following
night
after
passing
Saturn,
which
in Ophiuchus, a constellation not in the
through the solstic. In July, it will start
traditional zodiac. This happened due to isn't washed out because it is so brilliant.
moving south.
On the 19th, the moon moves into CapHVO, from pg. 2
large collapse feature of the volcano summit, Neal reminded Bernhardt that HVO
has been there since the early part of the
last century and Jaggar museum since the
1920s.
Sen. Mazie Hirono announced on May
30 that USGS will keep Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory on the island. Following a
meeting with Dr. Jim Reilly, Director of
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USGS, Hirono said, "The Hawaiian Volcano Observatory is an integral part of
the Hawaiʻi Island community, as we saw
when HVO scientists worked around the
clock with first responders to provide critical information during last year's volcanic
activity. It just makes sense that this critical agency remains anchored on Hawaiʻi
Island, and I want to thank Dr. Reilly for
being receptive to community concerns on

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

this matter."
During his confirmation hearing in
March, Hirono urged then-Acting Interior
Secretary David Bernhardt to incorporate
feedback from Hawaiʻi Island residents
and Hawaiʻi's Congressional Delegation,
before deciding whether to move HVO to
Oʻahu.
Hirono told Bernhardt: "The USGS
HVO, pg. 12
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ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Half Marathon, 5K, Dash Join Experience Volcano Fest

The new Volcano's ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Half
Marathon, 5K, and Keiki Dash in Volcano
Village happens Saturday, July 27. The
idea sparked when local runners Nick and
Leey Muragin, along with Volcano resident,
Keely McGhee, heard that the Volcano Rain
Forest Run retired after nine years. McGhee
said they "came together to create this new
race for a cause that they all strongly believe
in."
Race organizers will donate a portion
of the proceeds to the University of Hawaiʻi
Foundation to assist with research on the
prevention of Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death. The Volcano School of Arts & Sciences will open
their campus to runners and spectators to
sponsor the inaugural event and aid in the
fight against ROD.

This race will be directed by Hawai'i
Island Racers. Another goal of organizers is
to "bring business to the Volcano area while
providing a low cost running event for the
community," said McGhee.
The inaugural Half Marathom 5K, and
Keiki Dash happens the same weekend as
the new Experience Volcano Festival. The
Half Marathon begins at 7 a.m. at Volcano
School of Arts & Sciences' Haunani Road
campus. The 5K starts from the same location at 7:15 a.m. The Keiki Dash takes place
in the school field at 10 a.m., and will consist
of two races: a 300 meter run for the 6 and
under age group, and a 600 meter for the 7 to
10 year old age group.
Pre-registration is available online at
ohialehuahalf.com. Prices before June 30:

Half Marathon $60/person, 5K
$35/person. Prices July 1 to 25:
Half Marathon $75/person , 5K
$40/person. Prices July 26 and 27:
Half Marathon $85/person, 5K
$45/person. Keiki Dash is $10/
child. Late registration packets can
be picked up Friday, July 26, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., location to be determined, or Saturday, July 27, 5:30
a.m. to 6:30 a.m. at the VSAS race
site. Entry fees are non-refundable
and non-transferable. To change
to a different distance, pay the difference to upgrade; no refunds for
downgrading.
The finish line for the half-

Runners cross the finish line at Volcano Rain Forest Runs for
nine years.
Photo from Volcano Rain Forest Runs

Volcano Race, pg. 15

Gablan Kin In Nabs Basketball Scholarship at Pierce

Mei Lin Gablan Kin In will soon head spire them, because she is an amazing role teered her time mentoring and coaching
middle school students. Over the years, her
to college on a basketball scholarship. model for others."
Known to her coaches and teammates as
Makuakane reported that while visit- love for the sport grew and she didn't realSkittles, she'll play for Pierce College in ing her dad and family in Kona, Skittles ize how much she'd miss it until her final
basketball season came to an
Puyallup, Washington. Her
end."
Kaʻū High School Trojans
Gablan Kin In's "quiet, shy,
teammate, Kianie Medeirosand reserved demeanor" didn't
Dancel, will play for the same
stop her coaches from believing
school. Gablan Kin In is one of
she had the capability to play
three of Head Coach Cy Lopez
college ball. They anticipated
Jr.'s players to receive an athher signing with a college, any
letic scholarship and "continue
college, said Makuakane. Just
to play the game they love,
hours before her high school
while furthering their education
commencement
ceremony,
and pursuing their dreams,"
Gablan Kin In signed her letter
said Trojans Girls Basketof intent surrounded by proud
ball Assistant Coach Jennifer
family members, coaches, AthMakuakane. Gablan Kin In will
letic Director Kalei Namohala,
study to become an electrical
and Principal Sharon Beck.
engineer.
Said Makuakane, "We've
Gablan Kin In has develbeen blessed to coach over 80
oped into an "incredibly skilled
players in the past eight years. A
ball handler and shooter. Probplayer like Skittles doesn't come
ably one of the best all around
around often. Someone who is
guards for Kaʻū Girls Basketpassionate, dedicated, selfless,
ball in the 8 years of Coach
genuine, and with a pure soul,
Cy's career," said Makuakane.
"She didn't become the player Mei Lin Gablan Kin In, center, with her ‘ohana and coaches, as she signs with is like finding a diamond in the
she is over night. For five years, Pierce College in Washington state.
Photo from Ka‘ū High School rough. As hard as it is to let her
go, sharing someone this special
Skittles' self discipline to work
endlessly set her apart from the rest. She would have her dad drive her daily from is an honor. Skittles will undoubtedly give
has endured grueling hours of ball handling Kona to Kaʻū so she wouldn't miss prac- all that she has to her new coach and team,
skills drills, shot hundreds of shots per day, tice. "If for any reason she was unable to as she has done for us.
"It's hard to explain how proud we are
five to six days a week, and watched hours make it back, her dad would take her to
worth of film – not because the coaches the nearest basketball court so she could of Skittles and the rest of our girls. Our
asked, because she wanted to."
get her training in for the day. That was the hearts are full and we can't wait to continue this journey alongside of them. These
According to Lopez, "Skittles' remark- type of player Mei Lin was.
able dedication and commitment from day
"Mei Lin didn't only focus on herself young women will continue to represent
one will never be forgotten. I hope sharing when it came to basketball. Being a self- Kaʻū well and prove what a special place
her story with my future players will in- less, kind hearted individual, she volun- we come from."

Little League Benefit
Concert Brings Funds
The benefit concert for Kaʻū Little
League on Sunday, May 19 brought in
$800. Gabe Morales of non-profit organization Criminal Justice Solutions presented the funds to Joshua Crook for team
equipment. Several boxes of food were
also collected and donated to Kaʻū Food
Pantry. Morales told The Kaʻū Calendar
that the Crook family "was instrumental
in bringing a Little League team to Kaʻū."
More than 50 people attended the
fundraiser at The Terraces in Ocean View.
D-Tech Solutions performed live at the
venue. Lopaka Rootz, from Kona, performed live.
Sponsored by Criminal Justice Solutions and Kahuku Community Block
Watch, stated their purpose of "Helping
our youth and community via physical fitness and teamwork."
Kaʻū Little League Minors and Majors continue to seek donations and sponsors to help the young baseball players
of Kaʻū to participate, including playing
games all over Hawaiʻi Island. Monetary
donations go to offsetting registration fees,
and uniform and equipment costs.
Contact Josh or Elizabeth Crook at
345-0511 or kaulittleleague@yahoo.com.

The Crook Family.

Photo from Gabe Morales

Paniolo of all ages compete in the annual Nāʻālehu Fourth of July Rodeo over two days, sponsored
by Kaʻū Roping & Riding Association.
Photo by Julia Neal

Annual Nāʻālehu 4th of July Rodeo

Nāʻālehu Fourth of July Rodeo, sponsored by Kaʻū Roping & Riding Association,
is Saturday and Sunday, July 6 and 7. Competition categories are Kane-Wahine Dally,
Kane-Wahine Ribbon, Open Dally, Wahine Breakaway, Youth Barrels, Team 90s, Bull
Riding, Wahine Mugging, Double Mugging, Tie Down Roping, Calf Riding, Goat Undecorating, and Dummy Roping for ages five to eight, and four and under.
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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&
YOUTH
Hard Work at Kaʻū Ranch, Kam School Sends Ua to Harvard
Ua Alencastre-Galimba, Valedictorian of Kamehameha Schools - Hawaiʻi, Class of 2019, drew laughter,
smiles, and tears from her classmates as she gave her commencement talk on Saturday, May 25. Daughter of Kaʻū
rancher Michelle Galimba and the late Timothy Alencastre, Ua grew up on a remote ranch between Nāʻālehu and
Pāhala, surrounded by horses, cattle, ranch dogs, and all
the work that comes with them. She participated in 4H and
the family business of raising grass-fed Kuahiwi Ranch
Natural Beef cattle.
Throughout her upbringing, Ua was often a partner

in Michelle's business and community life, from attending to make a career of spending every single day at the beach,
public meetings to cattle roundups, branding, and sales. do that too. Whatever it is, as long as you are determined
She studied at Volcano School of Arts & Sciences, followed enough, I believe you can make it happen."
by Kamehameha Schools, both located
more than an hour away from the family home. Her next school is an ocean
and a continent away at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Ua thanked the Kamehameha faculty, staff, and administrators "for having the passion to teach my class and
I the lessons that helped us to grow as
learners and as people. You all have
helped to instill the drive in my class
that will allow us to go far in life." She
said mahalo to family and friends for
being "a guiding force during this time
of great change for all of us."
Ua Alencastre-Galimba, Valedictorian of Kamehameha Schools Hawaiʻi Island Class of 2019,
She addressed the class as Ka- drew tears, smiles, and laughter from her classmates as she thanked mom for helping her to
makaokaniuhi - eye of the tiger shark become ready for her future. Ua attended Volcano School of Arts & Sciences and will attend
Image from Kamehameha commencement film
- a name given to the students by their Harvard University this fall.
Ua gave credit to her family in a way that appeared
teachers to mean the courage to seek out challenges.
Ua told classmates, "I am so proud of each and every to bring out the same feelings from other students as they
one of you. We made it. In just a few moments we become wiped away tears. "For me I've been able to make things
alumni. Gone are the days of fried rice for breakfast on happen because of the support of one special person that I
Wednesdays. Gone are the days of getting to school, moments after the bell,"
a cup of coffee "in hand and just making
it to morning oli. But most importantly,
gone are the days of seeing friends that
have become family."
Ua urged her fellow graduating seniors to "Let it sink in that this is the
end of something important in your life.
Whether you look fondly on your experience with school, this is still a significant part of your life that you should be
proud of." She said her class was often
described as a class that "does not sweat
the small stuff, a class that goes with the
Ua Alencastre-Galimba addresses her Kamehameha School Hawaiʻi
flow... We don't respond to being pressured by deadlines Island, Class of 2019.
Photo from commencement video
or to the idea that we should take something seriously, just
because we are told it is important. We are very stubborn
in that way, you see. But here's the thing about us, Kamakaokaniuhi, when we decide to do something, when we
decide to give something our all, we do so because we
believe it is important to us, because we want to. We do not
allow anyone to tell us how to think or feel, which I think
makes us pretty special. Now my hope is that, as we go
out into the world, we do not allow this part of us to fade."
She said senior year has been filled with a series of
lasts - "last Founders Day... last Aloha Wear Day, the list
goes on and on..." But now "it's time for us to begin a new
journey that will be filled with a series of firsts: First time
living on your own, first time being the new kids at school,
and many other amazing and new experiences. But, you
know, don't sweat it. Instead, be excited. This is this time
for you to make your mark. If you want to make your mil- A younger Ua with her mother Michelle Galimba, representing the
ranching community at Kaʻū Plantation Days at Pāhala Plantation
lions, do it. If you want to cure cancer, do it; or if you want House.
Photo by Julia Neal
would like to thank tonight. To my mom: Thank
you for supporting me through it all. She is the
reason I am here. She is the reason that I am headed where I am headed in life. ... I can not take sole
credit for my achievement. Even though the late
nights of studying were all me, she is the one who
got me up at 4:30 the next morning half asleep to
catch the bus to school. And during some of the
hardest times in my life, my mom has been there
for me and gotten me through them. Mom, I will
never be able to repay everything you have done
for me. Know that you are my inspiration, so
thank you." After her speech other students called
out "I love you mom."
Other Kamehameha Hawaiʻi Island 2019
graduates from Kaʻū are: Ua's ranching family cousin Gavin Galimba, Kailee Kamalani Kuhaulua-Stacy, and Melia Okimoto.
See the Kamehameha commencement ceremony on YouTube at Lehua TV from May 25.
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs
Graduation, from pg. 1
Kianie Medeiros-Dancel, also to play basketball. Chaunalisa Velez has signed on to
play basketball and volleyball for Everett
College.
Jake Villa and Monique Hughes each
received a Rotary Club of Volcano scholarship, with Hughes also receiving a Citizen
Scholar Award. Terree Oyama and Shan-

sugar from the school grounds, and playing
football. He said he remembers, whenever
he faces a big challenge, to think of the
believe-in-yourself mantras he learned in
Kaʻū. He urged students to find what they
love to do, do it well, and make the world a
better place. He said that working on something you love brings happiness, no matter
how tough the job.

Association; Ryan Ah Yee, Magna Cum
Laude, Real Trojan Award, and CTE Honors; Shyanne Akiona; Noelynn Amon;
Rasheed Awyan, Magna Cum Laude; Josiah Barrios; Marlon Ray Biason; Alyssa
Bivings; Otto Breithaupt-Louis; Kyle
Calumpit, HOSA; Andre Carvalho; Veronica Cho; Roan Laen Chong, Summa
Cum Laude; Malia Nicole Corpuz, HOSA;
Mandy Crabbe-Jones,
Cum Laude,
National
Honor Society, HOSA;
Isabella Dawson; Aaron
Delos Santos,
Magna Cum
Laude, NaNavy Capt. Melvin Yokohama graduated from Kaʻū 31 years ago and manages more than 5,000 service men and women after becoming a
tional Honor
Navy pilot.
Photo by Julia Neal
Society, AcaYokoyama said he learned that money demic Honors, Real Trojan Award, STEM
astie Hu-Blanco will go to college on the
is not everything, and pointed to wealthy Honors, CTE Honors, HOSA; Karlee FukuUnited States Army GI Bill.
The speakers talked about a wrong at- princes in the Middle East with whom he naga-Camba; Justine Gabini, Magna Cum
titude that people can adopt about Kaʻū, interacted when he was stationed there. Laude, National Honor Society, Academic
about this district being remote, without Despite all their trappings of being rich, Honors, CTE Honors; Lei Chun Galban
opportunities to create a successful fu- he said, they did not have the freedom of Kin In; Mei Lin Galban Kin
ture. Co-Valedictorian Nishimura said he choice found in the United States. The In; Chase Keawe-Galdones;
emerged from worry about being in Kaʻū, money didn't buy them happiness, he Keely Hanson; Brandi
Hashimoto; Shanastie Huset his goals, and achieved them, with a reported.
The welcome Oli was conducted by Blanco; Monique Hughes,
scholarship to Princeton.
Capt. Melvin Yokoyama gave the Com- Kumu ‘Āina Akamu, Miss Kaʻū Coffee Summa Cum Laude, Acamencement Address. He is Commanding Helena Nihipali-Sesson, and Mandy Crab- demic Honors, CTE Hon-

Co-Valedictorians Brennen Nishimura, who is
headed to Princeton, scholarships in hand, and
David Moskalenko, who will attend University of
Hawaiʻi.
Photo by Julia Neal

Laude, National Honor Society, Academic
Honors, STEM Honors; Adalia Rebecca
Padilla, Cum Laude, CTE Honors; Therese
Pascua, Cum Laude, National Honor Society, Academic Honors, CTE Honors,
Graduates, pg. 11

At Kaʻū High School's Senior graduation, student speakers talked about the challenges of growing up in a small community, but also about a
strength in character that develops here.
Photo by Julia Neal

Officer of the Naval Information Warfare
Center of the Pacific and lives in San Diego, where
he
leads
over 5,000
people.
He
grew
up in Kaʻū
and graduated from
Kaʻū High
School 31
years ago.
Yokoyama
talked
about the
sugar planMiss Kaʻū Coffee Helena
tation
days,
Nihipali-Sesson graduates.
smelling the
Photo by Julia Neal
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be-Jones. Masters of Ceremonies were ors, HOSA; Reishalyn
Maliah Ababa and Luke Watson.
Jara; Daedrie Kai; Kanoa
Class Officers are President Lei Chun Kailiawa;
Zyrea-Jawn
Galban Kin In, Vice President Karlee Fu- Kailiawa; Kayla Kainoakunaga-Camba, Treasurer Kanani Petrill- Aukai, Cum Laude; Manu
Abrojina, and Secretary Aaron Delos Kalau-Keliikoa;
Dacia
Santos.
Kuahiwinui;
Class Advisors are
Samantha
Aaron ‘Āina Akama,
Kuahiwinui;
Sonja Caldwell, Tolu
MeilingRasmussen, Renee DuShawntey
flaut, and Janice Javar.
Llanes; KiClass Award recipianie Mederients are: Male Athlete of
os-Dancel,
the Year, Josiah Barrios;
Cum Laude,
Female Athlete of the
National
Year, Chaunalisa Velez;
Honor
Salute to the GraduatesSociety,
Academics,
Brennen
Real
TroNishimura; Salute to the
jan Award,
Graduates-Leadership,
CTE HonAaron Delos Santos; Wrapped in gifts of love, a graduate
ors; Emelyn
with
Dr.
Angie
Miyashiro.
Salute to the GraduMiranda;
Photo by Julia Neal David Mosates-Literary & Artistic
Performance, Monique
kalenko,
Hughes; Salute to the Graduates-Informa- Valedictorian, Summa Cum
tion Technology, Kyle Calumpit; Salute to Laude, National Honor Sothe Graduates-Athletics, Chaunalisa Velez. ciety, Academic Honors,
Class Song is Michael Jackson's Man Real Trojan Award, STEM
in the Mirror. Class Colors are Silver and Honors; Helena NihipaliTeal. Class Flower is Gardenia. Class Mot- Sesson, HOSA; Brennen
to is from Napoleon Hill: "Do not wait: Nishimura, Valedictorian,
The time will never be 'just right.'"
Summa Cum Laude, NaThe Kaʻū High School Graduating tional Honor Society, AcaClass of 2019 is: Jennifer Abalos, Magna demic Honors, Real TroCum Laude, National Honor Society, Real jan Award, CTE Honors,
Trojan Award, Health Occupation Student HOSA; Teree Oyama, Cum
www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR

Seamless Summer Program: Free Meals,
June 7 through July 11, Monday through
Friday, except Tuesday, June 11 and Thursday, July 4. Breakfast, 7:30 a.m. – 8 a.m.;
lunch, 11-11:30a.m., at Ka‘ū High &
Pāhala Elementary School and Nā‘ālehu
Elementary cafeteria. Open to all people
under age 18.
Exhibit - Hulihia A Complete Change:
The Hawai‘i Nei Invitational Exhibition, daily through June 16, 9 a.m. – 5
p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. Multimedia exhibition of seven artists. Free;
park entrance fees apply. 967-7565, volcanoartcenter.org
Summer Reading Program: A Universe of
Stories, June 1-July 13, all Hawai‘i Public
Libraries including Nā‘ālehu and Pāhala.
Starting June 1, sign-in and register at librarieshawaii.beanstack.org for free reading rewards, activities and programs for all
ages and a chance to win a Roundtrip for
Four to anywhere Alaska Airlines flies!
Edible Wild Plants: A Hands-On Foray
for Foragers and Foodies w/Zach Mermel of Ola Design Group, Saturday, June
1, 9a.m.-3p.m., Volcano Art Center. $30/
VAC member, $40/non-member, plus $15
transportation fee. Class size limited. Register early. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Lā‘au Lapa‘āu Workshop, Saturday, June
1, 10a.m.-3p.m., Kaʻū District Gym. Free
workshop open to the public from Hui
Mālama Ola Nā ‘Ōiwi. Hui Mālama Traditional Health team, 969-9220, hmono.org
Keiki Science Class, Saturday, June 1 – 1st
Saturday, monthly – 11a.m.-noon, Ace
Hardware Stores islandwide; Nā‘ālehu,
929-9030 and Ocean View, 929-7315.
Free. acehardware.com
Andy McKee Plays in Volcano, at KMC's
Kīlauea Theater, Saturday, June 1. Show
begins at 7:45 p.m. A Park entrance fee
may apply if arriving before 7:30 p.m.
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McKee is an acoustic guitar "virtuoso, a
master practitioner" of folk, blues, bluegrass, and other musical genres. Information or purchase tickets, $48, at (808)
896-4845, kilaueamilitarycamp.com, or
bluesbearhawaii.com.
Ham Radio Potluck Picnic, Sunday, June
2 – 1st Sunday, monthly – noon-2p.m.,
Manukā State Park. Anyone interested in
learning about ham radio is welcome to
attend. View sites.google.com/site/southpointarc or sites.google.com/view/southhawaiiares/home. Rick Ward, 938-3058
Hawai‘i County Council Mtgs., Monday,
June 3 (Committees), Tuesday, June 4
(Council), Hilo. Ka‘ū residents can participate via videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu
State Office Building. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.
LIHEAP Energy Assistance Program
Applications, Monday, June 3, 10, 17, or
24, Tuesday, June 4, 11, 18 or 25, 8a.m.1p.m., Green Room, Ocean View Community Center. See hceoc.net/programs/
energy for full list of requirements and to
download forms.
Mr. Kneel Public Speaker and Professional Beatboxer, Monday, June 3,
2:30p.m., Pāhala Public and School Library. Features math, reading, Dr. Seuss
and family friendly humor. 928-2015
Ocean View Volunteer Fire Department
Mtg., Monday, June 3 and July 1, 4-6p.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. 9397033, ovcahi.org
Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Mtg., Tuesday, June
4, 6-8p.m., Pāhala Community Center.
Early Head Start, Wednesday, June 5 – 1st
Wednesday, monthly – 10-noon, Ocean
View Community Center. Social get together for keiki and parents; open to public. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Master Gardeners: Plant Propagation,
Wednesday, June 5, 2p.m., Nā‘ālehu Pub-

lic Library. Sharing techniques to propagate plants. Free seeds and starts give
away. 939-2442
All About Buddhism in the Jodo Shinshu
Tradition, Wednesday, June 5 and every
following Wednesday, 5p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. Book study/
talk story. Materials and light refreshments
provided. Temple president Robert Kobzi,
robertkobzi@aol.com
Hula Voices w/Kumu Hula Sammi Fo,
Wednesday, June 5 – 1st Wednesday,
monthly – 5:30-7p.m., Volcano Art Center
Gallery. Desiree Moana Cruz moderates
the talk story session. Free. 967-7565, volcanoartcenter.org
Keiki Jiggle Bums, Thursday, June 6 and
20 – 1st and 3rd Thursday, monthly –
9-10:30a.m., Ocean View Community
Center. Discover the joy of early learning
through song and musical instruments. For
keiki 0-4 years. Nicola, 238-8544
Women's Expression Group, Thursday, June 6 – 1st Thursday monthly –
3-4:30p.m., PARENTS Inc., Nā‘ālehu.
Women welcome to drop in. Free. Lindsey
Miller, 333-3460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.
org
Ocean View Neighborhood Watch Mtg.,
Thursday, June 6, 6-7p.m., Ocean View
Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Mtg., Thursday, June 6,
6:30-8:30p.m., Aspen Center. okaukakou.
org
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Coastal Net Patrol, Friday, June 7. Free; donations appreciated. Limited seating available. RSVP in
advance. kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com,
769-7629
Uplink All-Stars: Grades 6-8, Friday, June
7, to Friday, June 28, 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elementary. Registration required, 313-4100
Stewardship at the Summit, June 7, 15,
22, and 28, 8:45a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor
Center. Volunteers remove invasive, nonnative plants. Wear sturdy hiking shoes
and long pants. Bring hat, rain gear, day
pack, snacks, and water. Gloves/tools provided. Parental/guardian accompaniment
or written consent required for those under
18. Free; park entrance fees apply. Paul
and Jane Field, field@hawaii.edu, nps.
gov/havo
Pancake Breakfast and Raffle, Saturday,
June 8, 8-11a.m., Ocean View Community Center. To volunteer, call 939-7033,
ovcahi.org
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Stained Glass Basics II: Baubles, Bevels
and other Embellishments w/Claudia McCall, Saturday and Sunday, June 8, 9, 15
and 16, 9a.m.-noon, Volcano Art Center.
$90/VAC member, $100/non-member,
plus $30 supply fee. Open to those with
prior copper foil stained glass experience.
Advanced registration required. Limited to
6 adults. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org
Nā Mamo o Kāwā ʻOhana Work Day,
Saturday, June 8, meet 9:30a.m., Northern
Gate, Kāwā. RSVP to James Akau, jakau@
nmok.org, 561-9111. Bring a water bottle,
lunch, closed toed shoes, long sleeved tshirt, and pants. Tools, gloves, water, and
light refreshments provided. nmok.org,
facebook.com/NMOK.Hawaii
Zentangle Ulana, Appreciations of Weaving w/Dina Wood Kageler, Saturday, June
8, 10a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center. All
welcome, no prior experience necessary.
Supplies provided. Students invited to
bring snack to share. $30/VAC member,
$35/non-member, plus $10 supply fee.
Register: volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Jazz in the Forest: Binti Bailey & Larry
Seyer w/the Jazztones, Saturday, June 8,
5:30p.m., Volcano Art Center. Refreshments available for purchase. Tickets available online, $20/VAC Member, $25/nonMember. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Medicine for the Mind: Teachings in the
Tibetan Buddhist Tradition, Sunday,
June 9 – 2nd Sunday, monthly – 3-5p.m.,
Volcano Art Center. Free; calabash donations welcome. Dress warmly. Patty Johnson, 345-1527
Summer Algebra Camp: Grades 6-8,
Monday, June 10, to Friday, June 21, 7:30
a.m. to 2 p.m., Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elementary. Supplies provided, free. Registration required, 313-4913, dexsilyn.navarro@k12.hi.us
Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op Group, Monday, June 10, 1p.m., contact for location.
Parent-led homeschool activity and social
group, building community in Ka‘ū. Laura
Roberts, 406-249-3351
Early College: High School Students,
Monday-Thursday, June 12-July 11, 8a.m.1p.m., Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elementary.
Registration required, 313-4100
Kapa Kuiki w/Cultural Practitioner
Cyndy Martinez, Wednesday, June 12,
10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai.
Hawaiian traditional quilting methods
demonstration and discussion. Free; park
entrance fees apply. nps.gov/havo
Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thurs-
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day, June 13, 6:30p.m., United Methodist
Church, Nā‘ālehu. Pres. Berkley Yoshida,
747-0197
Register by June 14 - Basic Hunter Education Certification Program - see
separate listing for June 28 and 29 for
details. Space is limited. Call 887-6050,
code KAU
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Coastal Net Patrol, Friday, June 14. Free; donations appreciated. Limited seating available. RSVP
in advance. kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com,
769-7629
Hawai‘i Disability Legal Services, Friday,
June 14, 9a.m.-noon, Ocean View Community Center. Free
disability legal services provided by
Hawai‘i Legal Aid. ovcahi.org, 939-7033
Arts and Crafts Activity: Father's Day
Card, Friday, June 14, 1:30-2:30p.m.,
Kahuku Park, H.O.V.E. Register keiki
ages 6-12, June 10-13. Free. 929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Community Dance, Friday, June 14,
7-10p.m., Cooper Center, Volcano Village.
Minors allowed with supervision only. Alcohol-free event. Variety of music. Snacks
provided; additional pūpū welcome. Free
(donations appreciated). 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org
Ocean View C.E.R.T. Mtg., Saturday, June
15, 10a.m.-1p.m., Ocean View Community Center. Community Emergency Response Team monthly meeting and training. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Hula Kahiko, Kumu Hula Lorna Lim w/
Hālau Kawehileimamoikawekiu‘okohala,
Saturday, June 15, 10:30-11:30a.m., hula
platform near Volcano Art Center Gallery.
Hula performance. Free; park entrance
fees apply. 967-8222, volcanohula@gmail.
com, volcanoartcenter.org
Nā Mea Hula w/Kumu Moses Kaho‘okele
Crabbe, Saturday, June 15, 11a.m.-1p.m.,
Volcano Art Center Gallery porch. Handson cultural demonstration. Free; park entrance fees apply. 967-8222, volcanohula@gmail.com, volcanoartcenter.org
Drawing Mandalas as Meditation w/Lisa
Maria Martin, Saturday, June 15, 11a.m.2p.m., Volcano Art Center. $30/VAC member, $35/non-member, plus $10 supply fee.
All supplies provided. Open to all levels.
No art or meditation experience needed.
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Ham Radio Mtg., Saturday, June 15,
2-3p.m., Ocean View Community Center.
ovcahi.org
Opera Concert w/D‘Andrea Pelletier,
Saturday, June 15, 5:30p.m., Volcano Art
Center. Tickets are $20/VAC member,
$25/non-member. volcanoartcenter.org,
967-8222
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Community
Clean-up, Sunday, June 16. Free; donations appreciated. Space available and
BYO-4WD ok. RSVP in advance. kahakai.
cleanups@gmail.com, 769-7629
Father's Day Buffet, Sunday, June 16,
5-8p.m., Crater Rim Café, Kīlauea Military Camp. Main entrees: Prime Rib, Lemon Butter Fish and Vegetable Stir Fry w/
Tofu. $29.95/Adults, $14.95/Child (ages
6-11). No reservations required, 967-8356.
Open to all authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.
kilaueamilitarycamp.com
Hawai‘i County Council Meetings, Tuesday, June 18 (Committees), Wednesday,
June 19, (Council), Kona. Ka‘ū residents
can participate via videoconferencing at
Nā‘ālehu State Office Building. Agendas
at hawaiicounty.gov.
After Dark in the Park - Surviving
Against the Odds: The Story of the
Hawai‘i ‘Amakihi, Tuesday, June 18,
7p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium.
Gabrielle Names, UC Davis PhD student,
studying the mystery of how this unique
little bird appears to be beating avian malaria, a deadly disease, on Hawaiʻi Island.
The Ka‘ū Calendar

Free; park entrance fees apply. 985-6011,
nps.gov/havo
AdvoCATS, Tuesday, June 19, 7a.m.4:30p.m., Ocean View Community Center.
Free spay/neuter for cats. 895-9283, advocatshawaii.org
Ocean View Community Association

gov/pr-recreation
Kōkua
Kupuna
Project, Wednesday, June 26
– last Wednesday, monthly –
9-11a.m., St. Jude's Episcopal
Church, Ocean View. Seniors 60 years and
older encouraged to attend, ask questions,
and inquire about services offered through
Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i – referral
required, 961-8626 for free legal services.
Under 60, call 1-800-499-4302. More info:
tahisha.despontes@legalaidhawaii.org,

Most Colorful Float, from Nāʻālehu Methodist Church, at last year's Nāʻālehu Independence Day
Parade, sponsored by ʻO Kaʻū Kākou.
Photo by Richard Taylor

Nāʻālehu Independence Parade, Fest set for June 29

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou's annual Summer Fun Fest at Nā‘ālehu Park happens Saturday, June 29.
OKK also sponsors the Nā‘ālehu Independence Day Parade, which begins at 11 a.m. at Nā‘ālehu
Elementary School and ends at the Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji Mission.
The parade features floats, Pā‘ū riders, Kaʻū Coffee Court members, and more. The Fest
features water slides and bounce castles, hot dogs, watermelon, and shave ice, plus Senior Bingo
and lunch at the community center for seniors. The free event is open to the public, no registration required.
To participate in the parade, volunteer, or donate, contact Debra McIntosh at 929-9872 by
Thursday, June 20. See okaukakou.org.

Board of Directors Mtg., Wednesday,
June 19, 12:30-1:30p.m., Ocean View
Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Dementia Caregiver Boot Camp, Saturday, June 22, 9a.m.-4p.m., Kaʻū Rural Community Health Assoc. in Pāhala.
RSVP by June 17. Free. Three workshops,
movie, and lunch. Attend one or all segments. Learn more and RSVP at alz.org/
Hawaii or 800-272-3900.
A-Mazing Triangles, Bookbinding Workshop w/Charlene Asato, Saturday, June 22,
9a.m.-noon, Volcano Art Center. $32/VAC
member, $35/non-member, plus $10 supply fee. See supply list. volcanoartcenter.
org, 967-8222
Abstract Collaging Workshop w/Darcy
Gray, Saturday, June 22, 10a.m.-2:30p.m.,
Volcano Art Center. $85/VAC member,
$90/non-member, plus $20 supply fee. Advanced registration required. Limited to 10
adults. See supply list. volcanoartcenter.
org, 967-8222
The Joy of the Brush: Paintings by Linda
J. Varez, daily, June 22 through Aug. 4,
9a.m.-5p.m., Opening Reception, Saturday, June 22, 2-4p.m., Volcano Art Center
Gallery. Free; park entrance fees may apply. 967-7565, volcanoartcenter.org
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Coastal Net Patrol, Monday, June 24. Free; donations appreciated. Limited seating available. RSVP
in advance. kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com,
769-7629
Mobile Spay & Neuter Waggin', Tuesday,
June 25, 7:30a.m.-4p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Low income pet
parents and those with limited transportation qualify for mobile spay/neuter service.
Free. Surgery by phone appointment only.
Hawai‘i Island Humane Society, hihs.org,
796-0107
HOVE Road Maintenance Board Mtg.,
Tuesday, June 25, 10a.m., HOVE Road
Maintenance office. hoveroad.com, 9299910, gm@hoveroad.com
Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tuesday, June 25,
11:30a.m.-1p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal
Church in Ocean View. Volunteers welcome. Dave Breskin, 319-8333
Performing Arts Activity: Karaoke Sing
Along, Tuesday, June 25, 2-3p.m., Kahuku
Park, H.O.V.E. Register keiki ages 6 & up,
June 17-21. Free. 929-9113, hawaiicounty.

329-3910 ext. 925. legalaidhawaii.org
Lei Tī, Wednesday, June 26, 10a.m.-noon,
Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. Hands-on
demonstration with rangers and Hawai‘i
Pacific Parks Association staff making tīleaf lei. Free; park entrance fees apply. nps.
gov/havo
Ka‘ū Community Children's Council,
Thursday, June 27, 3-4p.m., Classroom 35,
Building F, Nā‘ālehu Elementary School.
Provides local forum for all community
members to come together as equal partners to discuss and positively affect multiple systems' issues for the benefit of all
students, families, and communities. Chad
Domingo, text 808-381-2584, domingoc1975@yahoo.com, ccco.k12.hi.us
Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, Thursday, June 27, 4-6p.m., Cooper Center,
Volcano Village. Free community dinner
for all. Additional packaged goods to take
home for those in need. Donations and volunteers encouraged. 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org
Coffee Talk at
Kahuku: Planting Pono, Friday, June 28,
9:30-11a.m.,
Kahuku
Unit
Visitor Contact
Station. Learn
how to identify
plants at home
that don't need
removal
and
how to integrate
natives and noninvasive plants
into the landscape. Free. nps.
gov/havo
The Sky is Full
of Stories w/
James
McCarthy,
Friday, June 28,
1:30-2:15p.m.,
Nā‘ālehu Public
Library.
McCarthy, a trained
actor, storyteller
and
musician
will
captivate
audience with
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wide variety of sky stories from myths and
science, using tales and songs. Suitable for
all ages. Young children must be accompanied by a parent or adult caregiver. Free.
939-2442
Basic Hunter Education Certification
Program, Saturday, June 28, 5:45p.m.10p.m., and Sunday, 29, 7:45a.m.-5p.m,
Ka‘ū District Gym, Pāhala. Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural Resources.
Ages 10 and up. Space is limited. Register
by June 14. Valid Id or birth certificate for
youth; full name, including middle initial;
mailing address; date of birth; and telephone number. Call 887-6050, code KAU
3rd Annual Mālama Nā Keiki Festival,
Saturday, June 29, 9a.m.-1p.m., Pāhala
Community Center. Educational information, local non-profit booths, health screenings including vision exams. Prizes. Free
food, school supplies, backpacks and keiki
activities. 969-9220, HMONO.org
Paint Your Own Silk Scarf w/Patti
Pease Johnson, Saturday, June 29, 9a.m.12:30p.m., Volcano Art Center. $45/VAC
member, $50/non-member, plus $10 supply fee. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Nā‘ālehu July 4th Parade Celebration
& Keiki Fun Day, Saturday, June 29,
10a.m.-130p.m., from Nā‘ālehu Elementary School to Nā‘ālehu Community Center
Ballpark, along Hwy 11. Parade followed
by food, bounces houses and inflatable water slides for kids. Afternoon of bingo and
separate luncheon for seniors. Free. Signup for the parade before June 20 by calling
Debra McIntosh, 929-9872
Arts & Tea Culture Workshop Series #2,
Saturday, June 29, 1-4p.m., Volcano Art
Center. Learn tea propagation techniques
with Eva Lee. Pre-event for A Taste of
Tea Pottery Fundraiser - August 25. Workshops designed to be attended as a series
- #3 set for July 27. No experience necessary. $60/VAC member, $75/non-member
for series. Individual workshop $25 each.
Requires minimum of 6 participants to be
held. Registration limited. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org
6th Annual Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run Registration Open, daily, webscorer.com/
register?raceid=166020. 5K, 10K, 1/2
Marathon races through macnut and coffee fields along slopes of Ka‘ū starting at 7a.m., Sept. 21, Ka‘ū Coffee Mill.
Sponsored by Ka‘ū Coffee Mill and ‘O
Ka‘ū Kākou. Prices increase after July 9.
okaukakou.org, kaucoffeemill.com
Volcano Village 4th of July Parade and
Craft Fair, Thursday, July 4, parade starts
9a.m., craft fair at Cooper Center open
until 2p.m., parade starts at Volcano Post
Office, ends at Cooper Center. Activities,
food, entertainment. Leashed dogs allowed. thecoopercenter.org or volcanocommunity.org
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Kawala:1.2 Miles of Kaʻū Coast Preservation Proposed

Preservation of another 1.2 miles of
Kaʻū Coast is up for consideration by the
county Public Access, Open Space and
Natural Resources Preservation Commission. The 348 acre Kawala parcel includes

property owners and Ala Kahakai Trail. The
Trail Association has agreed to steward the
Kahilipali-Waikapuna properties along with
the Ala Kahakai Trail through Kawala and
along all of the Kaʻū Coast. He said Ala Ka-

PONC wants to preserve the area in white, where Manākaʻa Fishing Village is located.
Map from Big Island Video News

a portion of the Ala Kahakai Trail and the
Manākaʻa Fishing Village. It is contiguous to already-preserved state land that is
contiguous to the 2,013 acre KahilipaliWaikapuna property, which is finalized for
purchase for conservation.
During the PONC meeting Monday,
May 13, assurance of public access to the
Kawala property came up. Keoni Fox, of
the Ala Kahakai Trail Association, said access would come from adjacent mauka

hakai is a federally established trail open to
the public and noted that public use of the
trail was established by Queen Lili‘uokalani
in 1892, when "she passed the highways and
trails act. All trails and highways and roads
that were in existence at that time were to
be owned by people and that law has since
been adopted by our state constitution. Even
though these properties are all private, we
try to remind the public that they have rights
to use those trails."

Senior Housing, from pg. 1
facility and receive ten years in tax credits.
An important element for moving forward, said Kunz, is a marketing study that
would show the need for the senior housing and ability for seniors to pay full rent,
or some rent plus a subsidy. The project
would need about 20 people who would
be ready to move in and another 40 who
would be expected to move in later during
the next 15 years.
Some people asked whether the senior
housing would be for local people, which
is a goal of ʻO Kaʻū Kākou President
Wayne Kawachi, who has helped to raise

over $75,000 for the project. Representatives of Big Island Housing Foundation
said they can not exclude seniors from the
mainland from applying for the housing.
Use of federal money used to build the facility prohibits discrimination.
Some seniors at the meeting discussed
among themselves whether they could gift
their homes and assets to their children to
qualify as lower income, to not pay $1,000
a month. They described themselves as
owning a home but having little retirement
income from the defunct sugar plantation.
Big Island Housing Foundation operates Kamana Elderly Housing, Waimea
Elderly Housing, E Komo
Mai Apartments, Papa ʻAloa
Elderly Housing, Keaʻau
Elderly Housing, and Riverside Apartments. See photos and descriptions of these
communities at bigislandhousing.com.
To donate to the cause
and for more information,
call Kawachi at 937-4773.
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The Kawala property is owned by
Kawala, LLC, of Waimea. It is designated
agriculture, except for the makai portion
near the pali, which is designated conservation. More than a decade ago, owners of
the property proposed a consolidation and
resubdivision of the land which would have
created long, narrow lots above the coast
for maximum value and views. The current ownership group has agreed to sell the
coastal property for preservation. See 2013
and 2014 stories in Kaʻū News Briefs.
PONC commissioner Rick Warshauer
said, "The protection of the Kaʻū Coastline
has been a long standing goal of the community, as expressed in the Community
Development Plan and interests in other
related projects, particularly those along the
Ala Kahakai where connectivity along that
trail is important." He described the Kawala
property as being geologically old, having a special prominence, making it higher
than some surrounding properties. In terms
of a link along the Ala Kahakai Trail, he
said, the view is "particularly good on the
makai side where you can sweep along, as
you walk along the coast, you can see east,
you can see south, and you can see makai."
He also noted that, due to its age, much ash
has accumulated on the land and it has been
largely used for agriculture. He said that its
importance is less for native organisms and
more for its view, its cultural significance,
and protection of the coastline along that
trail. "It's an important link in the chain."
A focus of the preservation effort is the
remainder0 of the Manākaʻa Fishing Village. It is located in a kīpuka, which takes
up a good portion of the property, and is

surrounded by a stone wall. Warshauer
said the remains of the village are "mostly
overgrown," which lends protection to the
site; "it's not obvious where all the features
are." Manākaʻa is named after a man "who
was turned to stone by Pele as he grieved
over the loss of his children, Kanoa and
Pōpōʻohai," according to ulukau.org.
PONC is determining which properties
suggested by the public islandwide should
be slated for purchase with two percent of
property taxes collected in Hawaiʻi County,

PONC commissioner Rick Warshauer.
Photo from Big Island Video News

designated for conserving special lands.
PONC's recommendations go to the County
Council and the mayor for approval. Members of PONC are E. Koonan Paik Mander,
Kaiʻena Bishaw II, Shelly Bee Allen Naungayan, Dr. Wayne Frank, Rick Warshauer,
Kekaulike P. Tomich, and Susan Weiss
Fischer.
The PONC administrative secretary
and contact is Maxine Cutler at 961-8069,
Maxine.Cutler@hawaiicounty.gov.

Wildfire, from pg. 1
planting fire-resistant native plants.
Beimler predicted that wildfires will
become more numerous and more frequent
in Hawaiʻi and across the planet.

a house and burn it. He said post and pier
homes collect kindling beneath them and
recommended blocking off the area under
houses with a mesh. Pāhala fire Captain
Ron Ebert emphasized using stainless steel
mesh so that it will last
a long time.
The
Wildfire
Management
team
mentioned wildfires
that combine and
become so hot that
nothing can survive.
They noted the Australia fires that trapped
hundreds who died
on a highway, and the
Paradise, CA fire that
trapped people and
took out most of the
Representatives of Volunteer Fire Departments, land stewardship organiza- town.
They
talked
tions, and the coffee industry met to discuss the wildfire season and safety.
Hawaiʻi Wildfire Management Organization offers help. Photo by Julia Neal about building mateHe reviewed preparedness for hom- rials that are "hardened" against fire. While
eowners and talked about the 10-foot rule: it would be expensive to cover an old
keeping most vegetation, bushes, and trees wooden home with fire retardant siding,
at least ten feet from buildings. Beimler it would be advisable to use fire retardant
talked about "lad- materials for additions, they said. When
ders" - vegetation, replacing roofing, choose fire retardant
with branches, acting materials.
as ladders for fire to
Embers were a major theme of the
climb up the side of
Firewise, pg. 11
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Fundraising Fires Up for Victims of House Burned Down
huku Unit of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park, hosted the event, with fresh homemade tacos, Salvadoran and Mexican Tamales, and Miranda Farm's coffee. An auction of donated baked goods helped raise
more dough.
Maria Miranda,
former Miss Kaʻū
Coffee, of Miranda
Farm, organized the
event. She told The
Kaʻū Calendar what
happened to her
family's home: "On
April 23, 2019, my
family received a
devastating call that
our family's house
in Ocean View,
Hawaiʻi had been
Maria Miranda helps Pastor Bob Stevenson auction off a dessert during a
engulfed in flames.
fundraiser for her family members whose new home burned down in Ocean
View in April.
Photo by Lee McIntosh My Aunt Roxana

Over $7,000 was raised May 19 at
a fundraiser for the Roxana and Orlando
Argueta family, who lost their newly-built
home in a fire in April in Ocean View. Miranda Farm, on Highway 11 near the Ka-

Wildfire, from pg. 10
presentation. Embers can blow under
houses and light up the kindling of leaves,
dry grass, and other materials beneath the
floors. Embers can enter into roof openings. Embers can float from long distances,
where wildfires are burning, and make it
through a window screen. They are a major
ignitor of fires, they said.
Communities can come together to
work on fire prevention plans for neighborhoods. Sometimes grants are available. Waikoloa Village created a kind of
firebreak that also serves as a walking trail
on the outskirts of a neighborhood. Residents created landscapes with plants that

don't burn easily, said the representatives
of Wildfire Management. They presented
the idea of landscaping with native plants,
particularly those more resistant to fire.
Volunteer fire fighters on hand were
Ron Ebert, Capt. 11D and Liz Polido from
Pāhala; Lizzie Stabo from Nāʻālehu, Ken
Shisler, Captain 11C from Discovery Harbour; and Mac Goddard, Captain 20A from
Ocean View.
The Ready, Set, Go! Hawaiʻi, a Personal Wildland Fire Action Guide is available to download by searching for RSG+H
awaii+Your+Personal+Wildland+Fire+Ac
tion+Guide.pdf.
See more at hawaiiwildfire.org.

Graduates, from pg. 7
HOSA; Kanani Petrill-Abrojina, Rebekah
Polido-Kalili, Cum Laude, HOSA; Keoni
Sanderson; Justin Subica-Kawakami;

Shayann Tamura; Kate Van Velasco, Cum
Laude, CTE Honors; Chaunalisa Velez,
Cum Laude, CTE Honors; Logan Velez;
Jake Villa; Jacob Wren; Kyrin Young.

Kaʻū High School's Class of 2019 made signs to celebrate graduation.
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More than $7,000 will go to the Roxana and Orlando Argueta family, following Sunday's fundraiser at
Miranda Farm. The family and donors prayed for the fire victims.
Photo by Julia Neal

and my Uncle Orlando had been close to
completing the construction of their first
home, when in an instant they were left
with nothing but the debris of fallen ashes.
"Unfortunately, since the house was
under construction, there was no insurance
coverage for the house. Over ten years of
savings was completely lost. The loss from
the fire is estimated at over $125,000 of
material and labor.
"This tragedy has shaken them, but
they are standing strong and are grateful that no one was harmed.
They have faith in God
that they will rebuild their
dream home in the future. I
humbly ask that if you find
it in your heart to give to
this wonderful family, your
support would be greatly
appreciated."
Miranda said her family reported that neighbors

saw someone leave the house just before
it went up in flames. Anyone with clues
or information regarding the possibility
of arson is asked to call Crime Stoppers at
961-8300.
Miranda Farms representatives said
they hope to hold more fundraisers for the
Argueta family to help to rebuild the house
lost to fire.
To donate, see gofundme.com/f/
my-aunts-house-burnt-down-today.

Photo from Kaʻū High
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Windmill Operators Offer Support for Endangered Species
The windmill operators are applying for
a permit, which requires approval by Fish &
Wildlife to continue to operate. The permit
proposals estimate possible harm to the endangered species and ways
to mitigate and offset it.
The federal government
will decide whether to
approve the plans, to approve them with additional requirements, or to
deny them. No opposition to the windmills was
heard at the meeting.
Operators of Pakini
Nui Wind Farm at South
Point seek a 20-year permit and offer to minimize
risk to the birds and bats
by turning off the turbines when wind speed
is low. They also propose
to offset any incidental,
unintentional harm with
three programs described
in a Habitat ConservaA new nēnē breeding area would be assisted through a contribution from tion Plan - a voluntary
Pakini Nui Wind Farm at South Point.
Photo by Julia Neal
agreement between the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the landowner
at Nāʻālehu Community Center.
(Kamehameha Schools), and the wind farm
Representatives of Fish & Wildlife exoperator.
plained the effort on the part of windmill
One program would work with the state
operators at South Point, and on Maui and
Department of Forestry & Wildlife to conOʻahu, to minimize risk to ʻōpeʻapeʻa, the
struct a new seven-acre predator proof nēnē
Hawaiian hoary bat; nēnē, the Hawaiian
breeding area on this island. Another would
goose; and ʻuaʻumu, the Hawaiian petrel.
assist with management of a petrel colony,
They also asked for public comment, which
with fencing, within Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
is due June 10.
Windmills and endangered flying species were the focus of a public meeting held
by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service May 23
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National Park. A third would assist with invasive plant removal and native plants and
forest restoration in the Kahuku Unit of
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National park in order to
increase habitat for the hoary bat.
Pakini Nui Wind Farm, owned by
Tawhiri Power LLC, is a 21-megawatt energy facility that started operating April 3,
2007. Pakini Nui operates 14 General Electric 1.5-MW SE turbines and provides almost all of the energy it produces to Hawaiʻi
Electric Light Co.
When windmills were first operated
on the very windy South Point lands, it was
unknown whether there would be an impact
on endangered species, explained the Fish
& Wildlife representatives at the Nāʻālehu
meeting.
Hoary bats live alone in trees, rather
than caves, and are often seen in native forests. During recent years, Pakini windmill
operators conducted studies documenting
the presence of the hoary bat, nēnē, and
petrel, and their interactions with the windmills. They estimated the possible dangers,
using desktop-based risk assessments and

Hawaiian hoary bats live alone in the forest and
are found around South Point.
Photo from Bishop Museum

The Plan and Environmental Impact
Statement for Pakini Nui is available to
read and make comment online at fws.
gov/pacificislands. Public comment is open
through Monday, June 10. To request additional information or submit written comments (must be sent or postmarked by June
10): email, HIwindPEIS@fws.gov. Fax,
808–792–9580, Attn: Field Supervisor. Mail
the Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife

South Point wind farm, Pakini Nui, sells almost all the power it produces to Hawaiʻi Electric Light.
Photo by Peter Anderson

avian field surveys.
The plans offered by the windmill companies are evaluated, using the Endangered
Species Act concept of the word "take." Fish
& Wildlife representatives explained "take"
means to harass and harm, pursue, hunt
and shoot, wound, or kill the endangered
species. The number of unintentional, incidental takes allowed are authorized in the
permit, along with mitigating and offsetting
measures.
Fish & Wildlife reported that mitigation
measures were developed with the intention
of providing a net ecological benefit to the
species in alignment with state and federal
recovery goals.
Pakini Nui is requesting "authorized incidental take" amounts of 26 per year for the
ʻōpeʻapeʻa bat; three for the ʻuaʻu petrel; and
three for the nēnē. Pakini Nui's projections
show "no other listed, proposed, or candidate species have been found or are known
or expected to be present in the Project Area,
with the exception of the federally and statelisted band-rumped storm-petrel," which is
in such small numbers on Hawaiʻi Island, it
is not projected to be affected.
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Office, 300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room
3–122, Honolulu, HI, 96850. In correspondence, include Wind Energy HCPs and PEIS
and reference FWS–R1–ES–2019–N032 in
the subject line of your request, message,
or comment. All comments and materials
received become part of the public record.
Fish & Wildlife advises that the entire comment – including personal identifying information – might be made publicly available
at any time.
HVO, from pg. 4
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory was completely destroyed, as you, know during the
eruption. We obviously need to rebuild the
facility and there are discussions of building it outside of the island on which actually there are active volcanoes. That doesn't
seem to make a lot of sense. I would want
to have your commitment that you will listen to the Congressional delegation as well
as local stakeholders to put this observatory where the eruptions will likely occur."
Bernhard replied, "I have to say, I will
absolutely look into that."
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Kaʻū Rural Health: Focus on the Marshallese

The children go to Kaʻū
The health and ecoSchools. Some of the parnomic wellbeing of Mients and grandparents
cronesians and other South
work picking Kaʻū Coffee.
Pacific islanders who have
One problem brought
moved to Hawaiʻi was the
up in the meeting is the
focus of the 21st annual
assimilation of the chilKaʻū Rural Health Commudren into the education
nity Association meeting in
system. With poor EngMay at Pāhala Community
lish skills upon arrival,
Center.
they need more support
Keynote speaker was
through speakers of their
Neal Palafox, MD, MPH,
own dialects, several ata Professor at University
tendees stated. Sometimes
of Hawaiʻi John A. Burns
they are bullied and feel
School of Medicine's Department of Family Medi- Dr. Neal Palafox explains the irony of Micronesians' fame as an ocean going people, who discrimination from other
cine & Community Health. wind up in poverty and poor health in Hawaiʻi. He spoke at the annual Kaʻū Rural Health students and even teachPhoto by Julia Neal ers, Palafox said. He said
He spent decades studying Community Association meeting in Pāhala.
and working with Pacific Islanders to im- like Arkansas, where they were hired by that throughout Hawaiʻi there are many
prove their health and economic situation. large companies like Tysons Foods and Micronesian jokes, online insults such as
Palafox talked about the strategic became factory workers. In Arkansas, the "Micronesian Cockroaches Go Home."
importance of numerous South Pacific is- Marshallese, in particular have done well People ask "How do we get them to go
lands to the U.S. military after World War there in terms of being lifted out of pover- elsewhere?" and say, "Send these people
II, when more than a decade of nuclear ty, though far away from their island cul- a message," and "Stop them from coming." These islanders are often blamed for
bomb testing was conducted in the is- ture of subsistence farming and fishing.
On Hawaiʻi Island, many of the fam- being the biggest cause of homelessness
lands. After the nuclear testing stopped,
in Hawaiʻi, Palafox said.
the U.S. government promised to help
He noted that one difference between
with economic development, health, and
Micronesians here and other immigrants
education for the islanders.
is that most other immigrants have to apThe U.S. maintains large military
ply for a visa and are sponsored by famibases in Micronesia and views them as
lies already here. They often arrive with
important to the future, especially with
a job waiting for them. With the Pacific
Chinese government and companies makIslanders who have free entry to the U.S.,
ing inroads into the Pacific. In exchange
"we are getting the entire demographic,"
for keeping the bases, and for mitigation
the middle class and the poor, the skilled
for the nuclear testing that made some isand unskilled, said Palafox, "with their
lands uninhabitable, the U.S. allows resineed for more education, employment
dents of many of the islands to come to
training, health care, and assistance with
this country without a passport or visa, to
Dr. Neal Palafox and Marshallese leader from
assimilation.
live, work, and gain an education here. At Ocean View, Johnathan Jackson.
Palafox introduced the idea of Culfirst, the federal government paid for their
Photo by Julia Neal
tural Safety with mediating variables to
health care, then the states chipped in as
the federal government withdrew some of ilies live remotely. Ocean View is one help the islanders. Among them are selfplace where they found affordable land determination, social and restorative jusits support.
Some of the islanders went to places to create housing for extended families. tice, equity, negotiated partnership, transMarshallese, pg. 15
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National Eco Observatory: A Tower Above Volcano Village

A 105-foot-high meteorological tower
in Puʻu Makaʻala Natural Area Reserve,
above Volcano Village, hosts millions of
dollars in high-tech sensing equipment.
Towering above the highest trees in the Reserve, the tower is the final component of the
National Ecological Observatory Network.
Funded by the National Science Foundation and operated by Battelle Memorial

atmospheric data and samples collected at
these sites are available to scientists and anyone else interested, through a single, openly
accessible data portal. NEON is expected to
generate data for ecological research over
the next 30 years.
NEON's Field Operations Manager for
Hawaiʻi, Michael Long, said, "The idea of
NEON is to create a giant data clearinghouse,

Automatic sensors record things like sunlight and rainfall, among many other things.

Institute, NEON is a system of 81 field sites,
spread across the entire country, with the final one in Hawai‘i just recently completed
and online, reports the state Department of
Land and Natural Resources. Each site collects standardized data from automated sensors, airborne remote sensing surveys, and
on-the-ground observational sampling by
field scientists. The terrestrial, aquatic, and

DNLR photo

where anyone can go to the web and access
data from Alaska, Hawai‘i, Puerto Rico, and
every state, and see continental-scale changes for the next three decades. It's available
to researchers, students, to anybody, and we
hope it will get people excited about science
as they see the types of measurements and
the types of data that we can collect and how
it connects to the environmental changes we
see around us."
Senior Field Ecologist for NEON in
Hawai‘i, Robert Hamnett, said data collection instrumentation on the observatory includes net radiometer, photoactive radiation

sensors, rain samplers, CO2 gas systems,
carbon flux sensors, tipping buckets, and
more. "A huge benefit of NEON is there are
guaranteed, standardized protocols to measure everything here in Hawai‘i, exactly the
same way it's being measured across the nation. There's never been anything like it."
Automated sensors on the tower in
Pu‘u Maka‘ala collect weather and climate
data from above the tree canopy and down
to the ground. Additional sensors in the
ground collect soil health data. NEON field
scientists also collect routine observations
of birds, insects, soils, and plants to monitor
changes in traits and populations dynamics.
A Senior Ecologist with the NEON
project, Shea Uehana, said, "Our field scientists conduct dozens of observational sampling protocols that make up the terrestrial
observational system, meaning that the data
from the ground can be used to validate and
correlate with data you get from the tower.
For instance, we look at plant phenology,
which is the timing of flowering and leaf bud
on native species like the ʻŌhiʻa."
The rich data emanating from NEON
will be a boon for land managers and researchers working in the Reserve, reports
Steve Bergfeld, Hawai‘i Island Branch Manager for the DLNR Division of Forestry and
Wildlife. "Pu‘u Maka‘ala is one of the most
intact native forests in the entire state. It supports a wide variety of rare and endangered
plants and animals. It would be impossible
for us to collect environmental data with the
scope and sophistication that NEON provides, with the enormous added benefit of
being able to detect ecological changes over

105 feet of tower holds millions of dollars of hightech sensing equipment.
DLNR photo

many decades. The information collected by
NEON will help us make better and more
informed decisions on behalf of the forest
life that we're charged with protecting and
preserving. Information is definitely power
in this case."
NEON's Hawaiʻi field site offers 13
different data sets for download. That number is "expected to grow exponentially over
time. Hawai‘i's NEON site will be the only
one here. Other states, like California, have
multiple field sites, some of which are relocatable," reports DLNR.
The NEON Data Portal is at data.neonscience.org/home.

CIP Funds Will Build VSAS Haunani Rd. Campus
Volcano School of Arts
and Sciences new campus will
receive money through state
Capital Improvement Project funds. The school serves
215 PreK through 8th grade
students, hailing mostly from
Puna, Kaʻū, and South Hilo at
two campuses. The facilities at
Keākealani on Haunani Road
and on Old Volcano Road –
while maintained by the community since the school's
founding – are old and deteriorating, says a release from
the school. The new campus "is critical for
the school's sustainability and growth so that
it can continue to provide a quality, place-
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based educational program for students,"
says the release.
East Kaʻū Rep. Richard Onishi fought
for the $12 million in CIP funds: "VSAS
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is doing terrific work, and
I am very happy to support the school. I'm thrilled
that our children from Volcano and from all of East
Hawaiʻi will have the opportunity to attend a public
charter school that is doing
such good work. We realize
that not all charter schools
are able to access state CIP
funds, so we are especially
fortunate that VSAS is on
Department of Education
land and the legislature was
able to support the school in this way."
VSAS Principal Kalima Kinney said,
"We are immensely grateful to Rep. Onishi
for making this possible. His dedication and
service to the people he represents make us so proud
to be in his district! We
cannot thank him enough
for responding to this critical need and for carrying
out the esteemed late Sen.
Gil Kahele's vision to see
this project completed. We
would also like to thank
both Rep. Onishi and Sen.
Russell Ruderman for their
long-standing support for
our school and community."
The Friends of The
Volcano School of Arts
& Sciences, a non-profit
dedicated to supporting the
VSAS, pg. 15
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Marshallese, from pg. 13
parency, reciprocity, accountability, and
resilience.
Johnathan Jackson, one of the leaders
of the Marshallese in Ocean View, talked
about the attempt to maintain some of the
traditional culture while living here. The
Micronesians, for example, are well regarded as master navigators in the South
Pacific. It is ironic that they would have a
hard time being accepted here.
Palafax said that health statistics are
bleak among the islanders before and after they come here. He said they are affected by the worst of both worlds: chol-

era, dengue fever and tuberculosis in their
less developed tropical home islands, and
the poor diet of modern society with more
diabetes, stroke, and cancer.
Jesse Marques, founder of Kaʻū Rural Health Community Association, and
physician Richard Creagan, who represents Ocean View in the state House of
Representatives and worked in the Peace
Corps in the Marshall Islands, vowed to
work more with the Marshallese and other islanders who have moved here.
See more on Kaʻū Rural Health Community Association at krhcai.com.

Volcano Race, from pg. 5
marathon officially closes at 11 a.m. Results
will be posted in real-time at RaceResults.
com. Half marathoners will receive a finisher's medal. Pre-registered half marathoners
and 5Kers will receive a finisher's shirt.
Volcano's ‘Ohi‘a Lehua Half Marathon
will be run up Wright Road with an elevation change of about 500 feet. Runners will
turn around at the top and head back down.
The 5K features rolling hills. There will be
six aid stations for the half marathon and
one aid station for the 5K.
Race Day weather can be as low as the
mid 50s at the start of the race and can get
up to the mid 70s. July is known to have
moderate amounts of rain in Volcano, so be
prepared for the possibly of a sprinkle.
To register and for more info, visit ohialehuahalf.com. Questions? Email the Race
Director at ohialehuahalf@gmail.com.
VSAS, from pg. 14
growth and sustainment of VSAS and the
communities it serves, is responsible for
overseeing construction and fundraising for
the campus. The total project is estimated at
$16.4 million. $1.4 million was raised via
grants-in-aid, the Atherton Family Foundation, and private donors. VSAS and Friends
of VSAS are pursuing private and federal
funding to raise the remaining $3 million
needed to complete the project.
The late, renowned Volcano architect
Boone Morrison provided the design for
the new campus on Haunani Rd. It complements the surrounding landscape while
providing adequate space for learning and
play, says the release. When completed, the
campus will accommodate up to 250 students and will consist of 16 classrooms for
PreK through 8th grade, including space for
experiential, project-based learning; group
breakout spaces; two STEAM labs; gar-
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dens; a multi-purpose center; a commercial
kitchen; and an administrative building. The
campus design "reflects the VSAS vision of
a learning village surrounding a center piko
courtyard for gathering, outdoor learning,
and play," says the release.
An existing two-story historic classroom building built circa 1933 will be preserved and become an integral part of the
new campus design in a manner that both
enhances its historic status as a community
landmark and provides an ideal environment for students.
Volcano School of Arts and Sciences is
a Hawaiian-focused public charter school
dedicated to the mission of learning through
Volcano's unique natural and cultural resources to become creative global citizens.
VSAS is open and is accepting enrollment
applications. Contact 808-985-9800, or
email enrollment@volcanoschool.net to
enroll.
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Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks Documents Challenges, Hope in Impact Report

Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks Association
released its 2018 Impact Report May
20, detailing its challenges and accomplishments. During the earthquakes,
eruption, and destabilization of the
Jaggar Museum, the Association lost
its book store there, one of three inside
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park.
A letter from the Association's
board chair Rosemary Stancampiano and its Executive Director Margot
Griffith introduces the report. It says
2018 is notable for "the great hulihia
(overturning, change) wrought to the
lands of Kīlauea, the landscape of
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park - and
to all of us who are privileged to live
and work on or near this wahi pana
(legendary place)."
The letter notes that in early 2018,
"Visitors flocked to the viewing platform at Jaggar Museum... to enjoy the
awe-inspiring sight of the active lava
lake in the Summit Overlook Vent,
which had overtopped its rim and
flowed onto the floor of Halemaʻumaʻu
in April.
"Then came the series of volcanological events that began on April
30th: the draining of the lava lake in Pu‘u
‘Ō‘ō on Kīlauea's Middle East Rift Zone;
the onset of the eruption in the Lower East
Rift Zone on May 3; the 6.9 earthquake on
May 4; and the draining of the lava lake in
Halema‘uma‘u. In anticipation of elevated
activity at the summit, most of the park
was closed for an indeterminate amount
of time beginning on May 11." The two
largest Hawaiʻi Pacific Park Association
venues closed. "In the days and weeks that
followed, Halema‘ma‘u and the surround-

ing caldera floor subsided dramatically, accompanied by collapse explosions registering as 5+ magnitude earthquakes, thousands
of smaller magnitude felt earthquakes, and
60,000 quakes overall."
The letter describes a "remarkable staff"
who moved the Association to temporary
locations and "ventured in to Jaggar Museum to affect the rescue of our inventory
and equipment." Staff "sorted out real estate,
insurance, and other matters; and adapted to
new sales environments outside the park in
Hilo, all while continuing to deliver service

with aloha, and remaining positive."
After the period of calm on Kīlauea
began in early August, lava stopped erupting in lower Puna, and summit subsidence
and earthquakes ceased, the park reopened
on Sept. 22. The Association resumed operations at Kīlauea Visitor Center, and visitors are returning to the park and its "new
normal."
The letter notes that "More areas are
opening all the time, but the park will have
tremendous needs in the near future, as the
results of assessments of roads, trails, and

infrastructure become clear. This
time has not been easy for our
board, staff, or our park partners.
We have had to employ a considerable amount of belt-tightening to
our overhead budget, with impacts
to staff, and continuing to provide
aid to parks funding to our partners
has also been challenging. We continued to fund key park programs
such as West Hawai‘i park cultural
festivals, and fulfilled our commitment of $40,000 in support of
endangered species protection at
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park."
In 2018, Hawai‘i Pacific
Parks Association provided financial support to the Park for Interpretation and Volunteers, Species
Protection, Hale Rehabilitation,
Cultural Programs and Events,
and Youth Programs, valued at
$690,764 of in-kind support and
money, much of it raised through
the stores at Kīlauea Visitor Center, Kahuku Unit, and before it
closed, Jaggar Museum.
The Association also supports
Puʻuhonua o Hōnaunau National
Historical Park, Puʻukoholā Heiau National
Historic Site on the north Kohala Coast;
Kaloko-Honokōhau National Historical
Park, north of Kailua-Kona; Haleakalā National Park on Maui; and National Park of
American Samoa.
See the entire Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks 2018 Impact Report online
at
indd.adobe.com/view/
d0728b97-5a1c-4a80-863b-ddf6b574b796.
See more at hawaiipacificparks.org.

