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Buenaventura Report, pg. 14

East Kaʻū's state Senator Joy San Bue-
naventura, who also represents Puna, came 
out with her summary of achievements last 
month at the close of the 2021 Hawaiʻi 
State Legislature. She pointed to priori-
ties aligning with the Senate's commitment 
to the Legislative Program set forth at the 
start of the 2021 session.

Sen. San Buenaventura Reports on 2021 Hawai‘i Legislature

The Hawaiʻi Legislature set a goal of at least 30 
percent of food served in schools and other state 
venues, to be sourced locally. Kaʻū High is start-
ing a new school farm, with community volunteer 
days. 	 Photo by Julia Neal 

The 2021 Senate Legislative Program 
focuses on ten of 178 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals “that provide a framework for 
improving the quality of life now and for 
future generations,” writes San Buenaven-
tura. “Among the most significant mea-
sures that passed this session was HB200 
HD1 SD1 CD1, the State Budget. This 
measure provides $14.926 billion in gener-
al funds, $1.352 billion in federal aid from 
the American Rescue Plan and $31.17 bil-
lion through all methods of funding for the 
fiscal biennium beginning July 1, 2021, 
and ending June 30, 2023.”

Included in the budget is $31,035,000 
for cash support for child care, $14,300,000 
for continued homeless services, 
$2,594,198 for the Early College Program 
and $5,400,000 for additional funding for 
General Assistance payments for tempo-
rarily disabled individuals.

According to San Buenaventura, other 
important bills approved by the Legislature 

that are in alignment with the Senate's pri-
orities are:

Good Health & Well-Being: SB936 
SD2 HD1 CD1 (Brennan's Bill) authorizes 
the Department of Health to disseminate 
information on seizure first aid. SB970 
SD2 HD2 authorizes the establishment 
of a physician-patient relationship via a 
telehealth interaction if the physician is 
licensed to practice medicine in the State. 
Buenaventura calls it, “A first step towards 
ensuring insurance payment for telehealth 
post-pandemic.” HB723 HD1 SD2 CD1 
authorizes use of rainy day funds for the 
purchase and distribution of personal pro-
tective equipment and industrial hygiene 
products to state departments and attached 
agencies.  

Quality Education: HB613 HD2 SD2 
CD2 allocates monies received by the 
state from the Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief Fund and the 

1st Lady Visits, Helps Launch Ka‘ū Global Learning Lab
Dawn Ige, First Lady of Hawai‘i and 

wife to Gov. David Ige, visited Kaʻū High 
& Pāhala Elementary on Friday, May 28, 
in particular to see the progress on the new 
school farm and learning academy that will 
be embedded in the school this Fall semes-
ter. The student-directed, career-oriented 
Kaʻū Global Learning Lab, led by Principal 
Sharon Beck and director ʻAina Akamu, 
will begin with ninth and tenth grade stu-
dents Aug. 3 and expand into other grades.

Learning will center around agricul-
ture and will involve science, technology, 
math, communication, culinary and other 
required high school level disciplines. The 
approach will be to allow each student to 
set a program, such as launching a product 

Ka‘ū Graduation, pg. 3

Hawai‘i’s First Lady Dawn Ige and 
Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary Principal 
Sharon Beck are partners in Kaukau 4 Kei-
ki, the summer program that will provide 
meals to students. 

When Ige visited the Pāhala campus 
in May, she discussed the initiative. Beck 
said that she and Ige visited the Vibrant 
Hawai‘i hubs where Kaukau 4 Keiki will 
supply box food to families who register 
on their website. “I am so appreciative of 
the First Lady taking the time to visit and 
see the beauty of Kaʻū and its community, 
while also learning about our challenges,” 
said the principal. 

In addition to Vibrant Hawaiʻi and 
its Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu Food Hubs, lo-
cal partners for Kaukau 4 Keiki include 

County of Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi Child Nu-
trition Programs, Hawaiʻi Public Health 
Institute, Hawaiʻi Food Service Alliance, 
and state Department of Health, as well as 
Suisan Co., Ltd. and Hawaiʻi Food Bank. 
See https://www.kaukau4keiki.org/home

Sign up for teens and keiki 18 and un-
der at http://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSdT9ANc1ZfTMLLyqOwnguj
PNM8z9e1BEhVjLlP1WT0NEuRBXQ/
viewform. 

The weekly meal kit includes food 
for seven breakfasts and seven lunches. 
A sample food kit includes four to five 
pounds of fresh fruits; four to five pounds 
of fresh vegetables; one loaf of bread; 
shelf-stable protein and shelf-stable milk.

Dawn Ige Inspires Kaukau 4 Keiki in Ka‘ū

Valedictorian Stormy Petitt, 
see her message on page 16.

Photo by Julia Neal  

Ka‘ū Seniors Resilient, Graduate
More than 40 seniors graduated from 

Ka‘ū High School. During ceremonies on 
Friday, May 21, Principal Sharon Beck 
said that during the pandemic, the students 
“have shown such resilience, strength to 
finish their education and will continue 
their education... They really persevered 
through this time.” She told the graduat-
ing seniors, “It was a hard struggle, so I 
want to thank you guys.”

Area Superintendent for East Hawai‘i, 
Chad Keone Farias, called the Ka‘ū Class 
of 2021, “the most resilient class I have Area Superintendent Chad Keone Farias gave the 

inspirational address and took this photo.

seen in my 30 years in education.”
He quoted the “late, great Kobe Bryant who said that 

the most important thing to do is to inspire people so that 
they be great in whatever they want to do.” Farias talked 
about his generation - the millions of Gen X's born be-
tween the mid 1960s and early 80s. He said the stereo-
types of Gen X's are they are self-reliant, resourceful and 
independent, “since we had to care for ourselves at an 
early age. We like to overcome challenges on our own and 
we know how to balance work and family. My generation 
grew up with the birth of the cell phones and the internet.”

He asked if the Ka‘ū graduates understood themselves 

that comes out of agriculture, to include 
branding and marketing.

The principal said, “It was an honor to 
share our students, school and community 
with First Lady Ige. She toured our cam-
pus and heard from students about their 
current and future learning. We traveled to 
St. Jude's church to hear about the amazing 
programs they are providing to the Ocean 
View community.”

Ige and staff also visited Nā‘ālehu 
Food Hub where she picked a cucumber 
from the community garden. The First 
Lady chairs the Kaʻū Global Learning Lab 
Advisory Board.

Community opportunities at the 
Learning Lab include volunteering and 

learning at the monthly Satur-
day school farm day; sponsoring 
mentoring and internships; giving 
talks, hosting students to visit a 
site of business, and donating ma-
terials, labor and money.

The next farm day for the 
community will be Saturday, June 
19 featuring Lew Nakamura, pro-
fessor of agriculture at Hawaiʻi 
Community College in Hilo. He 
will show participants how to 
build and take home a hydroponic 
plant growing system. 

Nakamura has been working 
with Akamu and Beck to provide 
college level courses for Kaʻū 
High students to give them a head 
start when entering college and 
university. Nakamura's presenta-
tion will be at 8:30 a.m. with farm 
work beginning at 10:30 a.m.First Lady Dawn Ige picks a cucumber from the community 

garden at the Na`alehu Hub. 	             Photo by Maddie Stark

First Lady of Hawaiʻi Dawn Ige, fourth from right in front row, visited the new farm at Kaʻū High & 
Pāhala Elementary on May 28 and met with students, Principal Sharon Beck (left), program director 
ʻAina Akamu (second from left) and other school staff, accompanied by area Superintendent Chad 
Keone Farias (back row). 	 Photo by Otis Salmo
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Increasing reports of agricultural theft has sparked Hawaiʻi Po-
lice Department to remind the public of regulations on transporting ag 
products. “If you sell any amount of an agricultural commodity that 
is to be marketed for commercial purposes; or transport agricultural com-
modities weighing more than 200 pounds or the value is $100.00 or more, 
an Ownership & Movement Certificate is required.” Proof of ownership 
is the first step in establishing a paper trail to help deter agricultural theft. 
If an inspector or law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe 
agricultural commodities are in unlawful possession, the inspector or law 
enforcement officer may request proof of ownership of the commodities, 
which could lead to the seizure of agricultural commodities and criminal 
penalties. Failure to comply with these requirements could result in crimi-
nal offenses to include a class C Felony.”

For more information and details on the regulation of farm produce, 
contact the Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture. Police ask anyone with 

any information about ag-
ricultural thefts to call the 
Police Department’s non-
emergency line at 935-3311 
or Lieutenant William Derr 
of the Community Policing 
Section at (808) 961-2350 
or via email at william.
derr@hawaiicounty.gov.

Agricultural Thefts 
Prompt Ownership & 
Movement Crackdown

CU Hawaii Gives Back on Member Appreciation Day
CU Hawaii Federal Credit Union, 

the not-for-profit financial institution, cel-
ebrated its Member Appreciation Day last 
month with cash prize drawings, member 
gifts and lunches for its six branches, in-

CU Hawaii staff Mark Peters, Erin Santos, Janessa Jara and Rienadan Kaupu with Kaohinani Moku-
hali (center) winning the $1,000 grand prize.	 	 CU Hawaii photo

Pattie McTighe-Fujimoto, co-owner of Hana Hou Restaurant, welcomes 
all CU Hawaii members who received a “lunch on us” voucher. 

CU Hawaii photo

CU Hawaii’s Ka‘ū Manager Mark Peters cheers 
on Antoni Ponce, the $200 cash prize winner.

CU Hawaii photo.

Rienadan Kaupu, Member Service Representative, hands 
over a cooler bag to Tristan White. 	 CU Hawaii photo

Erin Santos, Operations Supervisor, welcomes new member Brianna 
Siegman with Member Appreciation Day’s cooler bag. 

CU Hawaii photo

cluding Nāʻālehu.
Along with cooler bags and “lunch 

on us” vouchers, members who visited 
branches had the opportunity to enter for 
the cash prize drawings. The Nāʻālehu 

branch presented the 
$1,000 cash grand prize to 
Kaohinani Mokuhali and 
the $200 cash prize to An-
toni Ponce.

“In previous years 
we’ve provided bentos 
and last year’s event was 
cancelled due to COVID,” 
says Mark Peters, Nāʻālehu 
Branch Manager. “This 
year, we wanted to provide 
lunches but with a whole 
new approach,” Peters 
added. With COVID and 
food handling safety as CU 
Hawaii’s top priority, the branch partnered 
with Hana Hou Restaurant to provide 
“lunch on us” vouchers.

Patty McTighe-Fujimoto, co-owner of 
Hana Hou, said, “It was a great opportunity 
to partner with CU Hawaii for this year’s 
Member Appreciation Day.

About CU Hawaii FCU: For over 65 
years, CU Hawaii is a member-owned, 
not-for-profit cooperative financial insti-
tution. That means the profits are given 
back to the membership through competi-
tive rates, lower fees and free services. 
Today, CU Hawaii has over $350 million 

in assets with over 
28,000 in mem-
bership and eight 
branches serving 
the Hawaiʻi island.
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as Gen Z and said their “core character-
istics are diversity; you are comfortable 
in your own skin, are accepting of oth-
ers whether it be race, sexual orientation, 
social status. In fact, you still help right 
the wrongs of the past more than many 
generations before you. You are the first 
digital natives. You are able to navigate 
information, seek equity... take a stand. 
There is so much earlier generations can 
learn from Gen Z.”

He encouraged the Ka‘ū graduates to 
make friends with “those who make you 
better,” and lose those “who make you 
worse....put you down.....Receive guid-
ance and give thanks for your blessings 
every day.”

Farias encouraged students to re-
member the teary eyes of their relatives 
who greeted them after the procession and 
to “keep that feeling.” 

The 42 graduates are: Shawn T. Beck-
with; Zachary E. Blanco Louis; Ryder H. 
Brown; Brinson G. Bunglick; Desal K. 
Dacalio-Camba; Dustin Dancel; Shacy M. 
Davis; Dusty Rose Emmsley; James R. 
Grimes; Elisha N. Hall; Lentron A. Jara; 

KA PEPA PAHALA
Ka‘ū Graduation, from pg. 1

Jake Villa and Lentron Jara.	

Ryder Brown, Zachary Blanco Louis, and Justin Denny.

Dusty Rose Emmsley and Cece Kamei-Silva.

Chesatie Kai poses with family.	

Emerlynnie Joanes; Chesatie M. 
Kai; Rebecca L. Kailiawa-
Escobar; Kelso K. Kamei-
Penera; Jayme A. Kaneshiro; 
Melakai P. Keohuloa; Es-
meralda Kuahiwinui-Nunez; 
Bernadette A. Ladia; Roseanne 

Lindsey; Johnette 
P. Llanes-Masters; Alyana 
Malpal; Spencer R. Man-
thei; Kaimalialani T. Mc-
Tavish; Henry Miranda; 
Elijah K. Muller-Afong; 
Naomi Omerod; Shan-
non K. Pacheco-Kamalii; 
Mary A. Patton; Kiani 
Perry; Stormy Y. Petitt; 
Izaiah Pilanca-Emmsely; 
Micah Polido-Kalili; Pres-

Micah Polido-Kalihi and Dustin Dancel.

Kaikea Kaupu-Manini with his father.

Rebecca Kailiawa-Escobar.

William Tabios and Roseanne Lindsey celebrate with smiles.

ton K. Pua-Queja; 
Christopher K. 
Rivera, Jr.; Je-
sus F. Sanchez 
Anorve; Diego 

Solis-Lopez; 
Amber J. Sugrue; 

Michael K. Sullivan-
Ambriel; William Tabios, 
Jr.; and Tiare K. Wong 
Yuen.

Christopher Rivera and Jesus Sanches.

Photos of graduating seniors lined the fence of Pāhala Community Center where families, friends and students gathered. 	 Photos by Julia Neal
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Stars over Ka‘ū - June 2021 
by Lew & Donna Cook

ISLAND BUILDERS, General Contractor, We Do It All, Mike 808-870-5425

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

Hurricane Season, pg. 11

The Solar System
Mars starts June in Gemini (GEM), 

but heads straight for the Beehive, where it 
will pass through during June 22. That will 
be a grand sight! After sunset, grab your 
binoculars and just as it gets dark, take a 
look at the red “star” in the west. See all the 
little stars around it? Those are the “bees” 
from the beehive star cluster, or M44 as it 
is listed in the Messier catalog. 

Venus is moving into the evening 
sky, and will also pass swiftly through the 
swarm of bees on July 2. 

Jupiter is in Aquarius while Saturn is 
in Capricorn. Mercury is too close to the 
sun to easily see.

MOON AND SUN
Event 
Date...................... Moon Rise	 Moon Set
Last Quarter 
June 1.................. 12:23 am	 12:02 pm
New Moon 
June 10................ 5:56 am	 7:36 pm
First Quarter  
June 17................ 12:13 pm	 12:52 am* 
*(after midnight Fri. am)
Full Moon 
June 24................ 7:32 pm	 5:39 am  
(the next morning)
Last Quarter 
July 1................... 12:11 am	 12:26 pm

On Thursday evening, June 24 the full 
moon will pass over (eclipse) the second 
brightest star in Sagittarius (the Archer). 
This star is called Nunki, and it disappears 
about 10:13 pm, only to reappear around 

11:33 pm. Use your binoculars to aid in 
observing this event, as the moon is blin-
dingly bright. Although we would expect 

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy 
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown 
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

Nunki to be identified as beta (B) SGR, it 
is actually sigma SGR. It is shown on our 
chart.

The sun undergoes an annular  eclipse 
on June 10, but we won’t see it because 
it happens at night, or you could travel to 
the arctic. The sun has a few spots on most 
days, but other days it has no visible blem-
ishes. These sunspots are caused by intense 
magnetic storms on the surface of the sun. 
They give rise to prominences, and Bob 
Minor got a really nice photo of one the 
other day. These are shown in hydrogen al-
pha light which accounts for the red color. 
Had these been directed towards the earth, 
we would have seen nice auroral displays 
at high latitudes.
Sunrise................... Sunset
June  4 ............. 5:44 am	 6:58 pm
June 11 ............. 5:44 am	 7:00 pm
June 18 ............. 5:45 am	 7:02 pm
June 25 ............. 5:46 am	 7:03 pm
CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP SKY 

OBJECTS
The Herdsman (BOO, for Bootes) 

with bright Arcturus is overhead, along 
with the dim serpent (SER) amidst Ophi-
uchus and Libra (LIB) the scales. To the 
west is Leo, the lion.  

The Southern Cross is also up, as is 
Lupus (the wolf - LUP) and the Centaur, 
a man-horse beast (CEN) shown here slay-
ing the wolf. The brightest star in the Cen-
taur, alpha Centauri, is one of the closest 
stars to us. Actually, it is plotted as a dou-
ble star, with one component being slightly 
larger than the sun, and the other star being 
a bit smaller. Each is quite like the sun in 
mass and in brightness. They are at 4.37 
light years from us, revolving around each 
other every 80 years.  

Actually, alpha Centauri is a triple 
star system. The very closest star to earth 
is called Proxima Centauri, which suffered 
a flare causing it to brighten significantly. 
It faded quickly, as all stars of its type do. 
Its current distance is 4.25 light years, cir-
cling the other two stars with a period of 
550,000 years. This is the smallest, faintest 
and lightest member of the trio. Its mass 
is only 12% of the sun’s, diameter a puny 
15%, and its brightness 11.1 magnitude.

Bob Minor took this shot of prominences on the 
sun. Prominences are caused by sunspots (which 
are magnetic storms) and have loops in their mag-
netic fields that winds from the sun flow along.

CLASSIFIED

Hurricane Season Starts in June
Hurricane season began June 1 with 

tracking and notifications coming from 
the Central Pacific Hurricane Center op-
erated by the federal National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration. According 
to NOAA, its upgraded Global Forecast 
System model will improve hurricane 
genesis forecasting this season, and cou-
pled GFS with a wave model, will extend 
ocean wave forecasts from ten days out to 
16 days.

NOAA forecasts two to five tropi-
cal cyclones in the Central Pacific this 
season and reminds everyone that it only 
takes one strike to do severe damage, and 
to plan for it. The predicted cyclones in-
clude tropical depressions, named storms 
and hurricanes. A normal Central Pacific 
season experiences a range of four or five 
tropical cyclones, according to NOAA. 

Hurricane Douglass passed near Hawai‘i Island on July 26, 2020, as seen in this NOAA Satellite image.

Hurricane season runs through Nov. 30.
NOAA reports that it will deploy its 

largest array of ocean-observing platforms 
to-date during the 2021 season to gather 
data throughout the life-cycle of tropical 
systems in the Atlantic basin. Observa-
tions from Argo floats and Global Drifter 
Program buoys in sustained Pacific Ocean 
arrays will help inform Hawaiian region 
ocean state estimation and forecasting.

Check the Central Pacific Hurricane 
Center’s website throughout the season to 
stay on top of any watches and warnings, 
and visit FEMA’s Ready.gov for addition-
al hurricane preparedness tips.

Hawaiian Electric advises residential 
and commercial customers to be prepared 
with emergency plans in place.

A statement from the utility says, 
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KA’U SPORTS REPORT

Free COVID vaccines for students 12 to 17 years of age, along with physicals for 
those playing school sports, will be available on Saturday, June 5. Location is Robert N. 
Herkes Gymnasium & Shelter; Kaʻū District Gym at 96-3150 Pikake St. in Pāhala. 

Sports physicals will be from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Pfizer and J&J vaccines will be 
available from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sponsors include Kaiser Permanente, Kaʻū Rural Health 
Clinic and National Association of Community Health Workers.

To schedule, call Kaiser Permanente at 808-432-2260, Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Or go online to kp.org/covidvaccine. There is no charge or copay. Bring 
ID and medical insurance card. Uninsured participants are invited and walk-in partici-
pants are welcomed.

Free COVID Vaccines, 
Sports Physicals June 5

Annual Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run Returns on Sept. 18
Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run 

will be on the slopes up Wood 
Valley again, following a year 
off pause during the pandemic. 
New will be its first 50K event. 
Sponsored by ‘O Kaʻū Kakou 
as a community fundraiser, 
Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run is set for Saturday, 
Sept. 18.

The post on the Webscorer site says, 
"Due to COVID-19 concerns, we are ini-
tially limiting registration for the 50K to 25 
runners and 50 for each of the other dis-
tances. Please be understanding as restric-
tions may change in the coming months.  
Because of this, the entry fee is refundable 
at this time."

The description: "Keiki to Kupuna, 
the Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run is a challeng-

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run, sponsored by OKK, is on for this Sept. 18. Register at https://www.webscorer.
com/register?raceid=233998	 	 Photo by Julia Neal

thon participants will receive T-Shirts. 
Packet pick-up location and procedure to 
be determined.

Registration fee for the 50K is $75; 
Half Marathon $65; 10K $45; 5K $35; and 
Virtual $25. Register at https://www.web-
scorer.com/register?raceid=233998. Mara-

ing course that meanders over 
Pāhala’s unpaved trails. It is the 
perfect race venue, through cof-
fee fields and macadamia nut 
groves."

The Kaʻū Coffee Mill’s 
1,900 acres features OKK’s 

first 50k race as well as the traditional half 
marathon  (21k), 10k and 5k distances. The 
event is touted as “the southern most race 
in the U.S.”

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run starts and fin-
ishes at Kaʻū Coffee Mill. The 50K will be-
gin at 6:30 a.m., the half marathon at 6:45 
am, the 10k at 7 a.m., and the 5k at 7:15 
a.m. The cutoff time for all races be at 2 
p.m. Medals will be given to all finishers 
and only 5k and half marathon participants 
will receive T-Shirts.

The Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run takes competitors through coffee and macadamia orchards, and uphill 
toward the rain forest. 	 	 Photo by Julia Neal
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KA’U SCHOOL & YOUTH 
Public schools in Kaʻū are focused on 

students returning to campus full time be-
ginning Aug. 3. The state Department of 
Education sent a letter to parents and guard-

Ka‘ū Schools Reopen on Campuses on Aug. 3
ians, penned by the outgoing statewide Su-
perintendent Dr. Christina Kishimoto. She 
wrote:

“For the 2021-22 school year sched-

uled to begin on Aug. 3, all HIDOE schools 
will be fully open for daily, in-person learn-
ing. This includes resuming co-curricular 
and extracurricular activities such as clubs, 

band and athletics.” The 
letter to families says, 
“I would like to mahalo 
you for being a partner 
in your child's educa-
tion in a very challeng-
ing school year. ... Im-
proving conditions in 
our communities along 
with a growing body of 
science-backed research 
and updated health guid-
ance have allowed us to 
increase in-person learn-
ing opportunities ovver 
th past two months at our 
elementary schools.” She 
said , “it has been a great 
source of joy to hear the 
sounds of students en-
gaged in learning and in-
teracting with their peers 
and teachers again.”

Kishimoto said the 
schools “have proven to 
be safe spaces through-
out this crisis. Despite 
more than 800 cases re-
ported by schools and 
offices since June 2020, 
consistent adherence to 

safety protocols has meant that - to date - 
no transmission of the virus has occurred at 
a Hawaiʻi State Department of Education 
facility.” 

The superintendent credits following 
protocols that directed students and staff 
to: stay home when sick, consistent mask-

wearing, and proper hand hygiene.
She pointed to the new “layer of protec-

tion with COVID vaccinations more widely 
available and the recent approval of the vac-
cine for adolescents ages 12 and older.

“All of our high schools have been 
paired with health care providers to offer 
vaccinations to interested students and fami-
lies, and we are now focusing on our middle 
school campuses. Additionally the Depart-
ment is finalizing plans for weekly COVID 
testing at select pilot schools to further con-
tain spread in our school communities.”

Kamalani Tuifagu's garlic aoli is one of the new 
products from Ka‘ū High students, certified by 
OSHA. 	 Photo by Katie Graham
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Eight Kaʻū High School Agri-pre-
neurs recently earned their OSHA-10 
Safety Certification with a special focus 
on Agriculture Safety.  Students spent 
ten hours learning about safety topics, 
including history and purpose of OSHA, 
workers safety rights and responsibilities, 
how to read and understand Safety Data 
Sheets, how to safely handle chemicals 
and other hazardous materials, operate 
machinery, and use proper Personal Pro-
tective Equipment. 

The Kaʻū students passed the safety 
exam with a minimum score of 70 percent 
to earn this industry certification.  The first 
two students to earn this credential were 
Amelia Bounos-Uribe, who is entering 
her senior year as creator of Mana‘olana 
Butters, and Kamalani Tuifagu, also en-
tering the senior class and creator of a 
new line of jewelry, along with garlic aoli 
and a honey mustard. Both said they look 
forward to continuing their learning in the 
Agri-preneurship Academy of the new 
Kaʻū Global Learning Lab.

“I am excited to continue to grow my 
business, Mana‘olana Butters, and de-
velop new products and offerings using 
locally grown ingredients,” said Bounos-

Uribe, of Ocean View. Tuifagu, who is 
from the South Point area and brother to 
the owner of Honua Coffee,  shares that 
“this year I was able to start a line of 
jewelry inspired by the natural beauty of 
Kaʻū. Next, I'm excited about exploring 
other areas like using locally sourced in-
gredients to create value-added products. 
This year I created garlic aioli and honey 
mustard that was distributed to families 
in the food boxes from the hubs in Pāhala 
and Nā‘ālehu.” 

Other students earning their safety 
certification include incoming seniors 
Kelson Gallano, Cyrus Eder, and junior 
Collin Hanshew of Pāhala; and seniors 
Cody AhYee, Elaina Akiu, and junior Jo-
seph Kaulana Akiu of Nā‘ālehu. Ah Yee 
shared with visiting incoming ninth grade 
students: “This year I learned about hy-
droponics and aquaponics, and next year 
I'm really looking forward to earning my 
commercial drone pilot license and pass-
ing the 30 hour safety exam to drive the 
tractor.” A variety of industry certifica-
tions will be a part of all students program 
of study in the Agri-preneurship Academy, 
which will help students demonstrate their 
competency in various areas that will lead 

to high wage, high skill, 
and in-demand careers. 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
University of Hawai‘i will require 

COVID-19 vaccinations for on-campus 
students this Fall, provided 
that the vaccine is licensed 
by the federal Food & Drug 
Administration. The policy 
covers state university and 
community colleges on this 
island.

University of Hawaiʻi President Da-
vid Lassner made the announcement. One 
or more COVID vaccines are expected to 
move from emergency use to general use 
status this summer and will become a stu-
dent health requirement. Already required 
are TB clearance and immunizations for 
Measles Mumps, Rubella (MMR) and 
Tetanus-diphtheria-pertussis and Varicella. 
The Meningococcal Conjugate vaccination 
is also mandatory for first-year students 

living in on-campus housing. The policy 
means that a COVID vaccination will be 

an added requirement for stu-
dents to go onto the campus, 
with the exception of those 
with approved medical and 
religious exemptions.

“It is clear that a vac-
cinated campus is a safer 

campus for everyone, and a fully vacci-
nated student community enables the best 
opportunity for a healthy return to high-
quality face-to-face teaching, learning and 
research,” said Lassner. 
“This decision does not 
come lightly, and is based 
on guidance from our own 
Health and Well-Being 
Working Group as well 
as the American College 

Health Association recommendation that 
all on-campus college students 
be required to be vaccinated.”

Unvaccinated UH students 
will still be welcome and may 
enroll in online courses. Online 
learners will continue to be able 
to engage with student services 
online, as they have done over 
the past year, and will be able to participate 
in student activities virtually.

All UH students and employees can 
sign up now to be vaccinated, and UH 

urges all members of the 
UH community to be vac-
cinated now. The univer-
sity will also ensure there 
are vaccination opportuni-
ties over the summer and 
at the beginning of fall for 

members of the UH community who ar-
rive from other locations where 
they may not have been able to 
be vaccinated.

Hawaiʻi Department of 
Health Director Libby Char says 
UH’s decision to add the CO-
VID-19 vaccine is an important 
development for the university 

and the state.
“Having fully vaccinated campuses 

will help tremendously to create a much 
safer learning environment and minimize 
any transmission of COVID-19 from per-
son to person,” said Char.

According to the U.H. statement, the 
university will initiate formal discussions 
with the three unions that represent UH 
employees about possibly requiring CO-
VID-19 vaccination.

UH Hilo, Colleges Require Vaccinations for On-Campus

Joseph Kaulana Akiu offers a maile lei to First Lady Dawn Ige at the Ka‘ū High School campus.
 Photo by Jen Makuakane

Kaʻū Global Learning Lab students sow seeds with Naoaki Hirata from MyFarm on April 29. 
Photo from ʻAina Akamu

Agri-preneurs Earn OSHA Safety, Plan More Products
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seed. Pre-soaked seeds will sprout in about one 
month. Alternatively, plants may be available for 
purchase at Aileen's Nursery, Big Island Plants, and 
Future Forests. ‘aʻaliʻi make lovely color contrast-
ing hedges, accent plants, and even potted plants on 
a lanai with adequate drainage. They are perfect for 
home gardens with limited water, full sun, and even 
areas receiving salt-spray. 

About the Author, Jodie Ro-
sam: A Ka‘ū resident, Jodie Rosam 
says she has a deep love for native 
plants and a passion for explora-
tion, with over 15 years experi-
ence working in restoring Hawai‘i 
forests. As a mother and educator, 
she says the next generation has the 
power to lead the world to a sus-
tainable future and that she is com-
mitted to teaching her children and others from a 
“place-based” perspective. 

About the Artist, Joan Yoshioka: A Volcano 
resident, Joan Yoshioka is a conservationist at heart 

and has dedicated her life to preserv-
ing the native plants and animals of 
Hawai‘i through her work with fed-
eral, state, and private organizations 
for more than 30 years. She said the 
key to the most fundamental and 
truest part of ourselves is found in 
nature and she constantly draws on 
it for inspiration.

brown-red wood of ‘aʻaliʻi is 
known for traditional Hawai-
ian house construction and the 
making of weapons, agricul-
tural tools, bait sticks, and lāʻau 
melomelo (a type of lure used in 
net fishing). The leaves are me-
dicinal. Fruit capsules become 
red dye for kapa (fabric) and 
used in lei.

Habitat: ‘Aʻaliʻi grow in 
open sites mauka to makai. Much 
like ʻōhia, ‘aʻaliʻi has an impres-
sive distribution, including lava 
flows, dry forests, high eleva-
tion shrublands, and even mesic 
(moderately wet) to wet forests. 
Notice the gorgeous stands of 
‘aʻaliʻi along the highway from 
Volcano to Pāhala - pull over 
and appreciate its beautiful seed 
capsules in a range of mahogany 
red, reddish purple, brown, or-
ange, and yellow, and its glossy, 
green, slender leaves. Seed cap-
sules nearly year-round though 
they seem to flourish around the 
holiday season, and the color 
contrasts make it a favorite in 
holiday wreaths and decorations. 

Growing and Purchasing: 
‘Aʻaliʻi germinate readily from 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
See updates at 

www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents mov-

ies on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Gates open 
at 4 p.m. Once the car park area is full, 
gates will be closed. There will be re-
freshments on sale, such as Thai Grindz, 
popcorn, and candy. No entry or mem-
bership fee; donations accepted. Attend-
ees must join Ocean View Theater Club 
on Facebook. For details, see the Ocean 
View Community Market and Outdoor 
Theater Facebook page. 

GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for 
Discovery Harbour Golf Course and its 
Clubhouse: The new Club offers Social 
Memberships, with future use of the 
clubhouse and current use of the pickle-
ball courts as well as walking and run-
ning on specified areas of the golf course 
before 8 a.m. and after 3 p.m. to enjoy the 
panoramic ocean views. Golf member-
ships range from unlimited play for the 
avid golfer to casual play options. Mem-
bership is required to play and practice 
golf on the course. All golf memberships 
include Social Membership amenities. 
Membership fees are designed to help 
underwrite programs and improvements 
to the facilities. Call 808-731-5122 or 
stop by the Clubhouse during business 
hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at 94-1581 
Kaulua Circle. Email clubatdiscovery-
harbour@gmail.com. See The Club at 
Discovery Harbour Facebook page. 

HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN 
TRAILS AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE. 
Drive to the overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park at Volcano and Kahu-
ku units. See nps.gov/havo.Take a Guid-
ed Nature Walkthrough Nature Trail & 
Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 9:30 a.m. 
at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani Cam-
pus in Volcano Village. No reservations 
for five or fewer – limited to ten people. 
Free; donations appreciated. Email pro-
grams@volcanoartcenter.org. Garden is 
open to walk through at one’s own pace, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays. volcanoart-
center.org, 967-8222.

KA‘Ū COFFEE FESTIVAL’S VIRTUAL 
PRESENCE is archived at www.kaucof-
fefestival.com. See stories and photos 
of farmers and their orchards, a concert 
and classes and discussions about Ka‘ū 
Coffee.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Coo-

per Center, Volcano Village on Sundays. 
6 a.m. to 10 a.m., with much local pro-
duce, baked goods, food to go, island 
beef and Kaʻū Coffee. Cooper Center’s 
EBT Machine, used at the Farmer’s 
Market, is out of service until further 
notice. EBT is used for Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly 
Food Stamps. Call 808-967-7800.

‘O Ka’ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, 
open Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Limit of 50 customers an hour, 
20 vendor booths, with 20 feet of space 
between vendors. Masks and hand sani-
tizing required, social distancing en-
forced. Contact Sue Barnett, OKK Mar-
ket Manager, at 808-345-9374 (voice or 
text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for more 
and to apply to vend. See facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MAR-
KET, open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., on the corner of 
Kona Drive and Highway 11, where Thai 
Grindz is located. Managed by Mark-
Council. Masks mandatory. 100-person 
limit, social distancing required. Gate 

CHURCH SERVICES
THE MARSHALLESE NEW BEGIN-

NINGS CHURCH has opened in Ocean 
View with Sunday services starting at 5 
p.m., as well as Bible studies on Wednes-
days at 7 p.m. on the grounds of  Ocean 
View Evangelical Community Church. 
New Beginnings Church is launched 
by Pastor Atkin Jello and his wife Rose, 
who moved to Ocean View from Arkan-
sas. The church is located at 92-8977 
Leilani Circle in Ocean View. For fur-
ther information, contact Pastor Atkin 
Jello at 479-316-9892. “Everyone can 
welcome this new church to our commu-
nity,” said a statement from host church 
OV Evangelical. The church notes that 
May was Asian American, Native Ha-
waiian/Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

OCEAN VIEW EVANGELICAL COM-
MUNITY CHURCH holds services on 
Sundays beginning with Sing-Along 
on the Square at 10:15 a.m., followed 
by Sunday Morning Service at 11 a.m. 
In-person services following CDC 
Guidelines and Hawai‘i mandates by us-
ing hand sanitizer, wearing face masks 
and practicing social distancing. Music 
and Sermons are posted to FaceBook.
com/OVECC. Also see FaceBook.com/
OVECC for more. The church campus 
for Ocean View Evangelical Commu-
nity Church is at 92-8977 Leilani Circle. 
Call 808-939-9089 or call 928-8039 or 
937-2155.

SUNDAY DRIVE-IN WORSHIP is avail-
able at Waiʻōhinu’s Kauahaʻao Congre-
gational Church. Parking on the lawn 
begins at 10 a.m., with Worship Service 
starting at 10:10 a.m. Face coverings re-
quired when usher comes to vehicle to 
pass out worship bulletin and other ma-
terials, and at the same time, collect any 
offering or gifts the individual(s) would 
like to give, or when leaving vehicles 
for the restroom. Church provides paper 
fans to stay cool. Bring water. Catch the 
live-streamed service at 10:10 a.m. and 
Praise Jam, which runs from 9:15 a.m. to 
9:45 a.m. Service is emailed Sunday af-
ternoon to anyone on the email list. Sign 
up by emailing at dwongyuen.kauahaao-
church@gmail.com or call 928-8039 or 
937-2155.

ST. JUDE’S HOSTS LIVE DIGITAL 
WORSHIP on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on 
Zoom. Anyone with difficulty using 
Zoom can contact DonHatch@Hatch-
ville.com. “Don’t be shy. Zoom is an 
easy app to use,” said Ocean View’s St. 
Jude’s Episcopal Church spokesperson 
Cindy Cutts.

Hope DIA-mend Ministries holds outdoor 
services Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 92-898 
Ginger Blossom Lane in Ocean View. 
Masks and distancing required. For help 

Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū
Welcome to the first edition of Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about 

Kaʻū's native plants' moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred habitats, and opportunities to 
adopt them for stewardship. 
This column seeks to encourage 
making new plant friends and to 
re-unite with others.
‘Aʻaliʻi (Dodonea viscosa)

by Jodie Rosam
The saying “He ‘aʻaliʻi au, 

ʻaʻohe makani e kulaʻi” trans-
lates into “I am an ‘aʻaliʻi shrub, 
no wind can push me over.” This 
speaks to the similarity between 
the Kaʻū people and the ‘aʻaliʻi, 
both able to twist and bend but 
seldom to break, even in the 
face of difficulties. The name 
‘aʻaliʻi was given to this divine 
lāʻau (plant) because it is a kino-
lau (form) of Laka (the Goddess 
of the Forest), and is often used 
on hula kuahu (altars).

Description: ‘Aʻaliʻi is an 
indiginous shrub or a small tree 
that is native to Hawaiʻi, as well 
as other tropical and subtropical 
locations across the globe. It is a 
member of the Soapberry (Sap-
indaceae) family.

Uses: The strong, dark 
‘A‘ali‘i illustration by Joan Yoshioka

Jodie Rosam

Joan Yoshioka

unlocked for vendors at 5:30 a.m., $15 
dollars, no reservations needed. Parking 
in upper lot only. Vendors must provide 
own sanitizer. Food vendor permits re-
quired. Carpooling encouraged.

OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at 
Ocean View makai shopping center, near 
Mālama Market. Hours for patrons are 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Ven-
dor set-up time is 5 a.m. Masks required.

ALOHA FRIDAY MARKETPLACE is 
hosted by Nā’ālehu Main Street on Fri-
days from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the grounds 
of Kauaha’ao Congregational Church in 
Wai’ōhinu. The farmers market, swap 
meet, food court and place of arts and 
crafts also feature health practitioners, 
entertainers and more. Email AlohaFri-
dayMarket@gmail.com.
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Mural-In-A-Day Graces Garden
A one-day mural went up with help from Hawaiian studies students at the garden on the Pāhala 
school campus in late May. Mural artist Susan Champeny led the session, sponsored by Vibrant 
Hawai‘i. 	 	 Photo by Gary Bertram

and/or to donate, call or text Pam Ako 
at 808-937-6355, or call the Ministry at 
808-920-8137. See her on Facebook and 
at hopedia-mendministries.com.

HEALTH & FITNESS
TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN HEALING 

SERVICES from Hui Mālama Ola Nā 
‘Ōiwi including La‘au Lapa‘au. Learn 
Ho’oponopono, traditional gardening for 
healing plants, and Lomilomi. Sign up at 
HMONO.org/services. Call 969-9220.

SWIM LAPS AT PĀHALA POOL Mon-
days through Fridays.

KA‘Ū HOSPITAL AND BAY CLINIC 
offer COVID testing referral from the 
ER, a physician or a Kaʻū Clinic health 
provider.

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS FOR 
WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS and 
scheduled appointments are available at 

Kaʻū Hospital and other Hilo Medical 
Center affiliates. Schedule via VAMS.
cdc.gov at select locations. Recipients 
between 12-17 years old must receive 
the Pfizer vaccine. Recipients 18 years 
and older may receive Pfizer, Moder-
na, or the Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
In addition, upon discharge from the 
Emergency Department or hospital, Hilo 
Medical Center will offer patients the 
one-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 
Kaʻū Hospital Rural Health Clinic is of-
fering the Moderna vaccine. Schedule an 
appointment by calling 808.932.4205. 
Appointments available Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 11:30 a.m.-noon and 1p.m. – 
3:30 p.m.

COVID vaccines are also available in Ka‘ū 
through Long’s Drugs in Pāhala and Bay 
Clinic in Nā‘ālehu, as well as mass vac-
cination events.
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Miranda's Farms has announced it 
will be an exclusive coffee sold in the 
new venue Tasty Kona on Aliʻi drive 
in Kona. Maria Miranda reports: “We 
will have the grand opening ribbon cut-
ting ceremony on June 6 at 3 p.m. along 
with a taste testing of Miranda's Farms 
Coffee. Music, dance, face painting and 
samples of Tasty Kona's gourmet prod-
ucts will be provided. She also noted that 

Aikane Plantation Kaʻū Coffee will also 
be sold at Tasty Kona.

“It is an exciting new chapter for us, 
one where we are in a different region 
and simply a new location in the heart of 
Kona,” said Miranda.

The Mirandas sell their award win-
ning Kaʻū Coffee at their farm store at 
93-7136 Hawaiʻi Belt Rd, Hwy 11, be-
tween South Point Road and the Kahuku 

section of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park.

Phil Becker of Aikane said their full 
line of coffee, including K-cups will be 
at Tasty Kona.

See more on Miranda's Farms at 
www.mirandasfarms.com. See more on 
Aikane Plantation Coffee at www.ai-
kaneplantation.com

Miranda’s Farms, Aikane Plantation Coffee in Tasty Kona

 
JUNE 7: PLANT MAGIC

Discover the wonders of plants! Learn how to plant and grow foods from your kitchen with
fun games, snacks, and activities!

 

JUNE 14: ART IN THE GARDEN
Learn how to make nature sculptures and build your very own fairy garden! Enjoy some fun

art games and snacks too!
 

JUNE 21: HAWAIIAN VOYAGERS
Get on the boat with the early Polynesians to learn about the first plants ever brought to

Hawai'i through planting, harvesting, and yummy cooking activities!
 

JUNE 28: MAD SCIENTISTS
Turn on your science brain to learn all about the parts of a plant and how we can use

(and eat!) each part through games and activities!
 

JULY 5: CRITTER DETECTIVES
Help us investigate the many different microorganisms, insects, and creatures crawling in

the garden! Be prepared to get dirty!
 

KEIKI Nature Adventure Camp

Every Monday ~ june 7 - July 5

8:00AM - 12:00PM

At na'alehu hub

Free Enrollment!
To sign up for any of the dates,

please contactKatie Graham at
katie.graham@foodcorps.org

A call for a contested case hearing 
from opponents of state funding to protect 
Kiolaka‘a on the Kaʻū Coast was turned 
down in late May by the state Board of Land 
& Natural Resources.

BLNR unanimously passed the funding 
in April, following numerous community 
meetings by zoom and in person to assess 
community support.

In May, BLNR unanimously rejected 
the call for a contested hearing. Opponents 
contend that the Ala Kahakai Trail Asso-
ciation, which would hold title to the land, 
would not be their group of choice to stew-
ard the place. Contested hearing requests 

BLNR Rejects Opposition to funding Kiolaka‘a
were filed by Palikapu Dedman, of Pele 
Defense Fund, and a group called Kaʻū 
Advisory Council. Representatives of both 
groups opposed the funding at recent public 
hearings and meetings.

In recent meetings and written commit-
ments, Ala Kahakai Trail Association has 
welcomed those of the opposition to join in 
the stewardship of the land which reaches 
from south of Wai‘ōhinu to Kaʻaluʻalu Bay.

Several native Hawaiian cultural prac-
titioners including Nohea Ka‘awa are mem-
bers of the Ala Kahakai board and its Kaʻū 
advisory committees, along with experts in 
native plants, and local residents who have 

worked in forest and shoreline restoration.
During its presentations seeking fund-

ing to purchase the property, Ala Kahakai 
noted that the land is owned by a Las Vegas 
real estate developer who plans to subdivide 
and sell it should the funding fail and the 
conservation group becomes unable to buy 
the land. Ala Kahakai also said it would be 
willing to turn over management of the land 
to a qualified non-profit in Kaʻū.

Wiliwili trees at Kialoka‘a where funding has 
been secured towards protecting the land. 

Photo from ATA

Ka‘ū Coffee will be featured at Tasty Kona. 
Photo from Miranda’s Farms
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A junk vehicle collection event has 
been announced by the County of Hawai‘i 
for July 17 and 18. Ahead of the pick-up 
dates, the county will hold pop-up events 
at Hawaiian Ocean View Community Cen-
ter to help area residents to “permanently 
junk” their certificate of titles, answer any 
questions and assist with applications.The 
pop-up events will be held on Saturday, 
June 26 and Saturday, July 10 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m     

Those wanting to dispose of vehicles 
must bring their Certificates of Title. To 

receive a copy of title, contact a county 
Vehicle Registration and Licensing office.     

Applications for the collection event 
must be submitted by July 10. Applica-
tions are available at https://www.hawaiiz-
erowaste.org/recycle/automotive/. The 
slogan for the campaign is, “Let's all do 
our part in making our island home more 
beautiful, one junk vehicle at a time.” For 
more, contact the Derelict/Abandoned Ve-
hicle Section at 961-8552 or DEMAC@
hawaiicounty.gov.

KAHUKU TO MILOLI’I

Celebration of Life for Pastor 
Lance Ako Set for June 26

A celebration of life for Pas-
tor Lance Ako of Hope DIA-mend 
Ministries will be held Saturday, 
June 26 at the Ocean View church 
location at 92-8988 Ginger Blos-
som Lane. 

Regarding the vehicular acci-
dent in Ocean View that left Lance 
Ako critically injured, Pastor Pam 
Ako said, “God raised him from the 
dead on the side of the road Feb. 17 
and gave use 75 days of miracles 
after miracles. He was living tes-
timony of God's love and power 
when we all came together praying 
in one accord.” 

Lance and Pam Ako are known 
for their ministry, providing food 
and shelter to many people and 
counseling and prayer for many 
more, as well as youth camps and 
other services in this community.

They also participated in many com-

munity activities, including playing Mr. 
and Mrs. Santa Claus at venues across 

Kaʻū and collecting 
and delivering free 
food for holiday 
dinners.

County to Host Junk Vehicle Pickup in Ocean View

The County of Hawai‘i will help to beautify Ocean View by picking up junk vehicles on July
17 and 18 from those who register. 	 	 Photo by Ann Bosted

"Hawaiian Electric crews work year-
round to harden the company’s five island 
grids so they are better able to withstand 
the effects of powerful storms. A ma-
jor focus of Hawaiian Electric’s efforts 
to build resilience involves reinforcing 
poles, lines, and other equipment. The 
utility also spent $18 million in 2020 to 
clear trees and vegetation from around 
power lines and equipment, resulting in 
fewer and briefer outages during storms."

Hawaiian Electric said its work to 
boost resilience includes equipment up-
grades as well as longer-term planning ef-

forts that will benefit customers well into 
the future. On Hawai‘i Island, Hawaiian 
Electric upgraded and relocated a ten-mile 
sub-transmission line in the Hawai‘i Vol-
canoes National Park area. "The work was 
part of a collaboration to close a 22-mile 
gap in the island’s fiber optic loop and en-
sure a stable communications network for 
internet and wireless customers, includ-
ing first responders and schools," said the 
statement from Hawaiian Electric.

To prepare for the hurricane season, 
Hawaiian Electric offers a Handbook for 
Emergency Preparedness. Along with a  

Hurricane Season, from pg. 4

Hurricane Season, pg. 12

Advertise here

Reach More People

Contact us for rates and space reservation
808-928-6471 or email: mahalo@aloha.net
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ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY IN KA’U

Picking fruit and trimming trees near 
overhead power lines can lead to injury or 
death, warns Hawaiian Electric. Hawaiian 
Electric reports that last month a man was 
injured after his metal fruit picker contact-
ed a power line.

“With summer right around the corner, 
many residents look forward to harvest-
ing local fruits across Hawaiian Electric’s 
five-island service territory. But the com-
pany wants residents to stay safe and avoid 
serious injury – or death – when picking 
fruits near power lines. Since 2014, Ha-
waiian Electric has annually reported any-
where from zero to two incidents in which 
a member of the public was seriously in-

jured or died due to contact with electrical 
equipment.”

Hawaiian Electric offers these tips: 
Always look up and around for power lines 
before starting any harvesting or trimming 
activity. If any part of the tree is touching 
overhead power lines, the tree can become 
energized and you should not touch the 
tree. Use the 10-foot-rule: Always keep 
your body and any ladders, tools or other 
implements at least 10 feet away from 
overhead power lines. Don't use ladders 
or fruit pickers near power lines. Keep any 
type of ladders, fruit pickers, poles or other 
tools at least ten feet away from the lines.

Never trim trees that have power lines 

going through them or touch any tree limb 
that may fall into a power line. It is strong-
ly recommended that a qualified arborist be 
used to trim and maintain trees, especially 
trees near power lines. If a person comes 
into contact with a power line, assume the 
line is energized and dangerous. Do not 
attempt to free the person from the power 
line. Steer clear and warn others to keep 
away. Call 911 immediately for emergency 
help.

When seeing any object caught in a 
power line, assume the line is energized 
and do not attempt to free it. Call Hawaiian 
Electric's Trouble Line at (808) 969-6666 
or call 911 in an emergency.

Watch for Power Lines when Trimming, Picking Fruit

Hawaiian Electric warns against trimming trees 
and picking fruit near overhead power lines.

Photo from Hawaiian Electric

Eucalyptus logs piled up around 
Pāhala could go to the Hū Honua biofuel 
plant north of Hilo, if the Public Utilities 
Commission issues a new order allowing 
the $42 million facility to open. The use of 

the new factory has been tied up in court. 
The big-picture issue is whether its method 
of burning wood for fuel should be sub-
ject to competitive pricing with other re-
newables. Opponents claim it will be too 

expensive. Supporters con-
tend that this biofuel factory 
should be included in the 
mix of alternative energies 
on this island for energy 
security, even though it is 
more expensive than wind, 
solar, hydro and geothermal.

The state Supreme Court ruled in May 
that the PUC must reconsider its denial of 
a waiver to Hū Honua, which would have 
exempted it from price competition - and 
allow the plant to open.

Opponent Life of the Land issued a 
statement from Executive Director Henry 
Curtis, saying it is “pleased with the rul-
ing by the Hawaiʻi Supreme Court regard-
ing Hū Honua.” The statement says, “The 
Hawaiʻi Supreme Court in essence assert-
ed that the Hawaiʻi Public Utilities Com-
mission cited the wrong legal provision in 

denying the waiver. Now 
the PUC can go back and 
reissue their decision citing 
the correct standard.

“The Hawaiʻi Public 
Utilities Commission ex-
plained that its reevaluation 
of HELCO's waiver request 

was unavoidable because HELCO had va-
cated the 2017 waiver. The Hawaiʻi Su-
preme Court rejected this statement, their 
decision in Life of the Land's appeal of the 
PUC decision approving the Power Pur-
chase Agreement dealt only with the appli-
cation and not the waiver.

“The court stated, 'We express no 
opinion as to the PUC's discretion, if any, 
to address the 2017 waiver; we merely 
hold that HELCO I and its remand instruc-
tions did not affect the waiver.'”

Public Utilities Commission to Reconsider Biofuel Plant

Taro Varieties Described Online
Taro varieties in Hawai‘i, the 1939 book, is now offered online by University of 

Hawaiʻi. The information in this online catalog is extracted from the book and contains 
detailed descriptions of 84 varieties of taro then found in Hawaiʻi. The taro originate from 
Hawaiian Islands, Samoa, Japan and other places. See the descriptions, uses, origins, 
photos and more athttps://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/site/Taro.aspx

keiki-friendly booklet featuring Maka the 
Super Safety Hero, it i available at hawai-
ianelectric.com/prepare. 

On Hawai‘i Island, printed copies 
of the handbook are available at public 
libraries, Ace Hardware and Ben Frank-
lin stores. Anyone can also call Hawaiian 
Electric at (808) 969-0137 for copies of 
the publications. 

Hawaiian Electric offers these tips 
to prepare for hurricane season: • Gather 
emergency supplies, such as a battery-
powered radio, flashlights, lanterns and 
batteries. Be prepared to monitor commu-
nications over emergency broadcast radio 
stations. 
•	 Store enough water, non-perishable 

food, medicine and personal hygiene 
supplies for your family members and 
pets to last at least 14 days. 

•	 Turn off and unplug all 
unnecessary electric appli-
ances and equipment dur-
ing a storm or a power out-
age. When power comes 
back and is stable, plug 
in the equipment one at a 
time. 

•	 Shut off your electricity at 
the main breaker or switch 
if need to evacuate. 

•	 Consider having a backup 
generator if dependent on 
an electrically powered 
life support system. Or, 
make plans to go to an 
alternate location where 
electricity will be avail-
able. Be prepared to take 
along medical equipment 
and medications. 

Hurricane Season, from pg. 11

Hurricane Anna flooding gulches along Wood Valley Road in 2014. 	 Photo by Julia Neal
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COVID variants are creating most of 
the illnesses attributed to coronavirus these 
days in Hawai‘i, according to a report re-
leased today by Gov. David Ige and state 
Department of Health Director, 
Elizabeth Char, Md. She said, 
“The best way to protect your-
self from the variants and slow 
their spread is to get vaccinated 
as soon as possible. We know 
the vaccines are effective against 
the current variants.”

The research comes from Department 
of Health’s State Laboratories Division 
and it shows COVID-19 (SARS-Cov-2) 
variants of concern accounting for a great-
er and increasing percentage of total CO-
VID-19 cases in Hawai‘i. The state Lab 
also reports a growing presence of the P.1 

variant which is highly infectious and may 
be more resistant to antibodies from vac-
cination or previous infection.

Lab Director Dr. Edward Desmond 
said, “Variants of concern now 

make up more than 90 percent of 
the genomes sequenced by our 
lab. We detected our first vari-
ants in January and in just four 
months they have replaced the 

original COVID-19 lineages as 
the COVID we find most often.”

The Lab has detected 1,023 specimens 
of variants of concern since the first vari-
ant of concern was detected in Hawai‘i on 
January 21, 2021. The B.1.429 variant, 
first found in California, was the domi-
nant variant in March and early April. It 
has been detected 631 times. The B.1.1.7 

variant, first found in the United Kingdom, 
replaced the B.1.429 variant as the most 
dominant COVID strain in the state in late 
April. The B.1.1.7 variant now accounts 
for at least 61 percent of variants circulat-
ing in the islands. The B.1.1.7 has been de-
tected 304 times.

Acting state Epidemiologist Dr Sarah 
Kemble said, “The B.1.1.7 and the B.1.429 
variants are more transmissible than origi-
nal COVID-19 lineages. These variants 
move more easily from person to person 
and therefore may spread more quickly 
through the community and be harder to 
contain.” The P.1 variant, first detected in 
Brazil, has been found in 36 specimens in 
Hawai‘i, including 22 on Maui and 13 on 
O‘ahu.

COVID Variants Create Most Recent Cases

Clyde Silva was sworn in 
to the County Committee on 
Aging on Friday. The Pāhala 
resident and President of the 
islandwide ILWU Pension Club 
Council, said he looks forward 
to joining the group that serves 
as “the eyes and ears of the dis-
trict we represent on behalf of 
the county. The county oversees 
numerous nutrition, transporta-
tion and activities programs for 
the elderly, “who can come to us for any 
needs, concerns and ideas.” He said he 
expects there to be many opportunities to 
serve “as we come out of the pandemic. 

Clyde Silva Sworn into Committee on Aging
tal appointments is also impor-
tant, said Silva. His experience 
includes helping many of the pen-
sioners who worked in the sugar 
industry in Ka‘ū and around the 
island. He is president of the or-
ganization that includes the eight 
Pension Clubs around the island.

Silva and volunteers will 
be working with Horrace Farr, 
the county Executive on Aging. 
The agency also works with the 

Older Americans Adult & Aging Network 
and the State Policy Advisory Board for 
Elderly Affairs. Silva can be reached at 
928-0222.

Clyde Silva (back row) was sworn on May 28 to the County Committee on 
Aging.

Many of the seniors have been isolated for 
a long time and look forward to getting to-
gether with others and rejoining programs 
like ‘ukulele, dance, exercise, crafts and 
sewing.” Catching up on medical and den-
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June Events

EXHIBIT:  Nā Makana, a mixed 
media exhibition featuring the 
artwork of Nelson and Kainoa 
Makua from May 22 -June 27,2021                                                      
6/1 - Keiki 3D Art & 
Design with Nikole Nelson                                                                                                                                           
6/8 & 6/10 - Moving with and for our 
Water-Core Dance with Sue Schroeder                                               
6/9 & 6/11 - Moving with and for our 
Water-Core Dance with Sue Schroeder                                               
6/9 - Kid’s Drawing 
Class with Ken Charon                                                  
6/12 - On-Site Soft Pastel Landscpae 
Painting with Patti Pease Johnson       
6/12 - Zentangle: Journeys with Narfello 
with Dina Wood Kageler

Office in Volcano Village: 
(808) 967-8222

Gallery in HVNP: 
(808) 967-7565

volcanoartcenter.org/shop

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN! 

Visit our website for current hours

Buenaventura Report, pg. 15

Buenaventura Report, from pg. 1

Auditions for Pirates of the 
Penzance have been announced by 
Kīlauea Drama & Entertainment Net-
work for the Gilbert & Sullivan sum-
mer musical. KDEN's auditions will be 
Monday and Tuesday, June 7 and 8, at 
6:30 p.m. at KMC's Kīlauea Theater. 
There are parts for all ages and abili-
ties. Auditioneers should be prepared 
to sing a song that best shows their 
vocal range and dress comfortably to 
move on the stage. There will be cold 
readings as well.

Principal characters include Rich-
ard - the Pirate King, Frederic – a pirate 
apprentice, Major General Stanley, Ed-
ward – Sergeant of Police, Mabel, Kate 
and Edith – Major Stanley's daughters 
and Ruth – a Pirate Maid-of-all-work. There is a chorus of Maidens, Pi-
rates and Police. This classic features I Am the Very Model of A Modern 
Major General and Poor Wandering One. The show is being directed by 
Suzi Bond. Melanie Oldfather is the music director and Armando Men-
doza will conduct the live orchestra.

Performance dates begin Aug. 6 on Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 
p.m., and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in KMC's Kīlauea Theater. They wrap 
up on Sunday, Aug. 22. For more information call 982-7344 or email 
kden73@aol.com.

KDEN Auditions for 
Pirates of the Penzance

Volcano Art Center Sets 
Wood Show & Exhibition

The Volcano Art Center announces 
the inaugural semi-annual Volcano Wood 
Show and Exhibition from Friday July 
16 to Sunday, Aug 8. 
Hours will be Wednesdays 
through Sundays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Participant categories 
are Student, Novice and 
Professional.

This event’s goal is to 
feature wood artists who 
produce individual one-of-
a-kind works featuring in-
digenous Hawaiian woods.

This year’s show and 
exhibition will feature 
furniture, sculptures, and 
wood art by local island 
artisans. The show will be 
located in the Volcano Art Center’s Hale 
Ho o mana Dietrich Varez Hall & Educa-

tion Center.
Various items will be for sale, along 

with a woodworker pop up sale of tools and 
miscellaneous items. The 
event will include wood-
working  demonstrations.

Funds generated will 
be dedicated to the de-
velopment of the Volcano 
Art Center’s Art Van Go,  
a mobile classroom and 
woodshop.

Additional information 
and registration are available 
at: https://volcanoartcenter.
org/calling-all-woodwork-
ers-volcano-wood-show-
exhibition-2021/. Also con-
tact Volcano Art Center, 
P.O.BOX 129, Volcano, HI 

96785. Call 808-967-8222. See www.vol-
canoartcenter.com

American Rescue Plan Act to areas where 
local schools are lacking the most. SB242 
SD2 HD2 CD1 requires that public and 
charter schools offer education in com-
puter science. SB811 HD1 CD1 requires 
the department of education to publish a 
weekly report on schools that have report-
ed positive COVID-19 cases.

Affordable & Clean Energy: SB932 
SD2 HD1 CD1 authorizes monies in the 
green infrastructure special fund to be used 
to finance the purchase of solar energy sys-
tems and other clean energy equipment, 
including the purchase or lease of electric 
vehicles. HB1142 HD2 SD2 CD1 allocates 
three cents of the barrel tax to fund the in-
stallation of electric vehicle (EV) charging 
systems. The measure also authorizes each 
county to establish penalties for failure to 
comply with its requirements or make rea-
sonable efforts to maintain EV charging 
systems in working order.

Decent Work & Economic Growth: 
SB1043 SD2 HD1 CD1 expands the eli-
gibility of organizations that can receive 
Community-based Economic Develop-
ment (CBED) technical assistance for com-
munity-based organizations (non-profits) 
and businesses. HB1191 HD2 SD2 CD1 
establishes the broadband infrastructure 

grant program to award grants to appli-
cants to extend deployment of infrastruc-
ture for broadband service to unserved and 
underserved areas of the State.

Reduced Inequalities: SB159 SD1 
HD1 CD1 makes an application for voter 
registration part of all state identification 
card and driver's license applications. The 
measure also requires updating of names 
and addresses of qualified applicants who 
are already registered to vote unless the 
applicant declines. SB548 SD1 HD2 CD1 
establishes a voters-with-special-needs ad-
visory committee at the state and county 
levels. The measure also requires the De-
partment of Public Safety and Hawaiʻi Pa-
roling Authority to inform individuals on 
parole or probation of their right to vote 
and provide them with voting informa-
tion; and requires the Office of Elections 
and the county clerks to make a determi-
nation, as soon as practicable, of the opti-

mal number and placement of voter service 
centers. SB793 SD1 HD1 CD1 repeals the 
exemption of individuals with disabilities 
from minimum wage requirements. Dis-
abled employees can no longer be paid a 
sub minimum wage. HB282 HD1 SD2 
CD1 Expands no cost emergency shel-
ter to a consenting minor to include cer-
tain organizations who are not considered 
child placing organizations or child caring 
institutions.

Sustainable Communities: SB244 SD2 
HD1 CD1 expands liability protection for 
donors to include donations of food and 
similar donations made to needy persons 
by organizations. The measure also autho-
rizes the donation of expired food when 
the donor reasonably believes in good 
faith that the food remains fit for human 
consumption. HB79 HD1 SD2 CD1 es-
tablishes an affordable homeownership 

Segmented Hawaiian Koa Wood 
Platter with Exotic Wood Inlay is 
one of the many wooden art pieces 
offered by Volcano Art Center. 
Made of koa, mango, robusta 
and wenge woods, its creators are 
Mark and Karen Stebbins.
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ic began, featuring a roster of both local 
and international artists. 

The Festival will be Friday July 23 
through Sunday, July 25. Founded by In-
ternationally Acclaimed Artists - Violin 
Virtuoso Eric Silberger, Metropolitan Op-
era Soprano Amy Shoremount-Obra and 
Esteemed Pianist Carlin Ma, the festival 
will include a concert and outreach events 
on Hawai‘i Island.

Operations Manager Taylor Yasui, 
of Honolulu, states, “We are excited to 
showcase the music and stories of ac-
claimed international and local artists, 
which adds to the unique and diverse mu-
sical landscape we have here in Hawai‘i. 

Each year HIMF strives to build upon our 
mission of presenting unique interdisci-
plinary classical music events and educa-
tional outreach programs for the commu-
nity of Hawai‘i.”

The festival reemerges from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic on Hawai‘i Island on 
Sunday, July 25, at 5:30 p.m. for a con-
cert celebrating the return of its music to 

Education. The measure also establishes a 
programmatic goal for the Department of 
Education that at least 30 percent of food 
served in public schools shall consist of lo-
cally sourced products by 2030.

Climate Action: HB243 HD1 SD2 
CD1 requires the Office of Planning, in co-
operation with each state agency, to iden-
tify existing and planned facilities that are 
vulnerable to sea level rise, flooding im-
pacts, and natural hazards; assess a range 
of options to mitigate the impacts of sea 
level rise to those facilities; and submit an-
nual reports to the Governor, Legislature, 
and Hawaiʻi Climate Change Mitigation 
and Adaptation Commission.To view all 
bills passed during the 2021 Legislative 
Session, visit: https://www.capitol.hawaii.
gov/. The Governor has until June 21, 
2021, to provide the Legislature with no-
tification of his intent to veto. 

Hawai‘i International Music Festival 
announces a Post-Pandemic Mini-Season 
for 2021. Partnering with Pāhala Planta-
tion Cottages, the Festival reemerges with 

a live, streamed concert for the first time 
since the worldwide COVID-19 pandem-

Amy Shoremount-Obra

Dr. Mann-Wen Lo

Monica Chung

Buenaventura Report, from pg. 14
revolving fund within HHFDC to provide 
loans to nonprofit community develop-
ment financial institutions and nonprofit 
housing development organizations for the 
development of affordable homeowner-
ship housing projects. HB683 HD2 SD1 
CD1 establishes the sustainable aviation 
fuel program to provide matching grants 
to any small business in Hawai‘i that is 
developing products related to sustainable 
aviation fuel or greenhouse gas reduction 
from commercial aviation operations. 

HB753 HD1 SD2 excludes housing 
developed by the Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands from school impact fees for 
3 years and allows construction cost com-
ponent impact fees to be used to improve 
or renovate existing structures for school 
use. HB767 HD2 SD2 expands the Hawaii 
Farm-to-School Program from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to the Department of 

Hawai‘i International Music Festival Returns to Pāhala

Eric Silberger

Joshua NakazawaDuane Padilla

Mana Music Quartet

Pāhala Plantation House featuring Shore-
mount-Obra, Silberger, acclaimed pianist 
and Kaua‘i resident Monica Chung; Na 
Hoku Hanohano nominated Mana Mu-
sic Quartet, featuring Hawai‘i Symphony 
Orchestra cellist Joshua Nakazawa; inter-
nationally acclaimed violinist Dr. Mann-

Wen Lo; and Honolulu resident and re-
nowned violist Duane Padilla. 

The concert will feature works by 
Debussy, Wagner and several other clas-
sical composers in addition to Hawai‘i’s 
own Queen Lili‘uokalani. See more at 
www.himusicfestival.com.



 

 
For more information, 

please contact the 
Derelict/Abandoned 
Vehicle Section at: 
808-961-8552 or 

DEMAV@HAWAIICOUNTY.GOV 
 

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I  

RURAL AREA  

JUNK VEHICLE COLLECTION 

Hawaiian Ocean View Estates 
July 17 & 18, 2021 

Prior to this junk vehicle collection event, the County 
will hold pop-up events at the Hawaiian Ocean View 

Community Center to assist residents with 
permanently junking their certificate of titles, 
answering any questions about the event, and 

assisting with applications. 

 

These pop-up events will be held Saturday, June 26th 
and Saturday, July 10th from 10 AM – 4 PM. 

*You must have your Certificate of Title to take part in these 
pop-up events. If you do not have your Certificate of Title, you 

will need to obtain a duplicate Certificate of Title and 
permanently junk your title at one of the Vehicle Registration 

and Licensing offices. 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR THE COLLECTION EVENT MUST BE 
SUBMITTED BY JULY 10TH 2021 

Applications are available at: 
https://www.hawaiizerowaste.org/recycle/automotive/ 

 

 

County of Hawai‘i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.  
 

LET’S ALL DO OUR PART IN MAKING OUR ISLAND HOME 
MORE BEAUTIFUL ONE JUNK VEHICLE AT A TIME 

 

 

 

Stormy Pettit, Valedictorian for Ka‘ū 
High Class of 2021, released this statement 
after graduation:

The graduating class of 2021 has un-
dergone various challenges this past year, 
but regardless of the obstacles that seemed 
impossible, we were able to push through 
and finish this chapter of our lives.

I want to first give thanks to our fine 
administration and teachers who are able to 
leave behind a legacy for the new genera-
tion of graduates.

We can all be thankful for our families. 
These past four years have brought endless 
ups and downs and despite any situation, 
our moms, dads and guardians have always 
held our hands and offered endless support 
along the way. They were able to help shape 
the people we are today and thanks to them, 
we can take this first step into adulthood.

So, I want to say, thanks you to my 
mom and dad for the unconditional love and 
support and for always pushing me to do my 
best. I know I wouldn't be here today if not 
for you.

To my fellow graduates, as this chapter 
of our lives closes, the friendships and mem-
ories we collected along the way will last a 
lifetime and become a nostalgic memory. 
We have supported each other and helped 
one another succeed and I hope we will con-
tinue to provide support and encouragement 
for each of our future endeavors."

See more on graduation and Ka‘ū High 
& Pahala Elementary's future on pages 1 
and 7. 

Valedictorian 
Message from
Stormy Pettit

Valedictorian Stormy Petitt is one of 42 Kaʻū 
High School students to graduate in 2021. See 
more on Pages 1 and 7. 	Photo by Harry McIntosh


