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PONC Two Percent Land Fund Survives Charter Commission

Health Committee Stalls Creagan's State Smoking Ban
Banning cigarette sales in Hawaiʻi is 

the goal of west Kaʻū's state Rep. Richard 
Creagan, a physician who last year led the 
successful campaign that made Hawaiʻi 
the first state to ban the pesticide chlorpy-
rifos. A cigarette ban in Hawaiʻi would put 
the islands in the same no smoking zone as 
the Himalayan country of Bhutan, known 
for its overall happiness. In the U.S., only 
Hawaiʻi, Boston, and New York City re-
strict the minimum age for buying ciga-
rettes to 21.

Creagan proposed House Bill 1509, 
with cosponsors, Reps. John Mizuno and 
Cynthia Thielen, to ban cigarette sales with 
a five-year rollout to wean the government 
off tax revenues from cigarette sales. The 
first year would raise the age of those per-
mitted to buy cigarettes from 21 to 30, the 
second year to 40, the third year to 50, the 
fourth year to 60, and the fifth year to 100. 

Ocean View Association Backs Nāʻālehu Senior Housing

The Two Percent Land Fund that receives two per-
cent of property taxes in Hawai‘i County to purchase 
properties for conservation, is safe, for now. PONC, 
the Public Access, Open Space, and Natural Resources 
Commission will continue its work without the threat of 
the county Charter Commission putting a measure on the 
ballot in the next election to reduce the fund and allow 
the land to be sold off. A public meeting will be held at 
Nāʻālehu Community Center on Friday, March 29 at 6 
p.m. See Ka‘ū News Briefs daily blog for further details.

Ka‘ū lands already conserved with PONC funds are 
Kahua Olohu in Nā'ālehu, Kahuku Coastal and Kāwā 
oceanfront parcels, and 2,013 acres at Waikapuna, in-Rare surf spot preserved along the Ka‘ū Coast by the Two Percent Fund. 

Photo by Julia Neal
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Senior housing in Nāʻālehu has the 
support of the Ocean View Community 
Association. Pres. Ron Gall is helping cir-
culate a Ka‘ū Housing Survey. He said the 
survey is “very brief” and that it is “impor-
tant for housing to be built for seniors who 
are financially limited.” He said he wants to 
help ensure the building of subsidized se-
nior housing in Nāʻālehu.

“Please pass it on to anyone you know 
who will complete the survey. If not enough 
surveys are received, no housing,” said 
Gall.

The survey is available to download 
at kaucalendar.com/Kau_Housing_Sur-
vey_Fillable.pdf. Fill out and email to ray-
lenemoses@gmail.com or mail to ʻŌ Ka‘ū 
Kākou, PO Box 365, Pāhala, HI 96777, or 
fill out a form in person at OVCA Commu-
nity Center – call 808-939-7033 for direc-
tions if need – open 8 a.m. to noon, Monday 
through Friday.

Nonprofit ʻO Ka‘ū Kākou held a meet-
ing Jan. 27 at Nāʻālehu Community Center 
about the proposed senior housing project 
at the former location of Nāʻālehu Fruit 

Stand. OKK is still raising money to finish 
paying $250,000 for the two-acre site on 
the mauka side of Hwy 11.

OKK Pres. Wayne Kawachi, who held 
a fundraiser last year for the project by 
walking 100 miles in his rubber slippahs, 
said he would look into funding for veter-
ans and from veterans groups. Some OKK 
members said small donations are coming 
in.

Fundraising suggestions abounded 
during the meeting, from spreading the 

cluding the ahupuaʻa of Kahilipali Iki and Kahilipali 
Nui.

About 30 people gave testimony at a public hear-
ing in January before the Charter Commission. All op-
posed reducing or allowing the funds to be used for 
other purposes.

East Ka‘ū state Senator Russell Ruderman told 
the Commission: “The people have voted the same 
way on this issue three times. The people have spo-
ken loudly and clearly, saying that this Land Fund 
is important... People will start thinking 'No matter 
what we say or do, it's going to be undone.' Preserv-

Rodeo, cont. pg. 7
All Around Cowgirl Lenaia Andrade in the Wahine Barrel Racing 
event.                 Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

Classic Bull Riding is one of the events at Hawai‘i Horse Owners Pana‘ewa Stampede Rodeo. Held 
yearly on President's Day weekend, competitors from age three to 73 vie for titles.

Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

Lenaia Andrade is Stampede's All-Around Cowgirl
Three Kaʻū wāhine rose to prominence at the 27th annual Hawai‘i Horse Owners Pana‘ewa Stampede Rodeo on 

Feb. 17, 18, and 19. Lenaia Andrade, a high school student from Nāʻālehu, won the All Around Cowgirl Award. Addie 
Flores, whose family owns and operates South Point Buckers, won the Youth Barrel Racing event. Kircia Derasin of 
Kaʻū was crowned Rodeo Princess.

More than 10,000 people attended the three-day event at the Pana‘ewa Equestrian Center in Hilo, setting a re-
cord on Sunday for attendance in 
excess of 4,000. The 185 com-
petitors ranged in age from three 
to 73. The event included rodeo 
clowns, cultural and histori-
cal displays, leather and saddle 
making exhibits, and food and 
craft booths. Special novelty 
events included Hula Bulls and 
Bull Poker.

Organizer Hawaiʻi Horse 
Owners, Inc. was awarded a 
grant from Hawaiʻi Tourism 
Authority to help with advertis-
ing, spreading the word to more 
people to come understand and 
appreciate Paniolo culture and 
history.

During the Stampede Ro-
deo, Westin Joseph earned the 

Cigarettes, cont. pg. 2

2018 Librarian of the Year Sara Kamibayashi with west 
Kaʻū Rep. Richard Creagan at the state capitol. 

Photo from Creagan's office

Kamibayashi: Librarian of the Year
The 2018 Public Librar-

ian of the Year for the state of 
Hawaiʻi is the title bestowed on 
Sara Kamibayashi. Manager of 
Nāʻālehu and Pāhala Public Li-
braries, Kamibayashi accepted 
the award in February from 
The Friends of the Library of 
Hawaiʻi and co-sponsor Native 
Books Nā Mea Hawaiʻi.

Mona Tavares, Library 
Technician VI of Hilo Public 
Library, earned the 2018 Ex-
cellence in Service award.

The two Hawaiʻi Island 
residents received the honors 
during a reception and cer-

Librarian, cont. pg. 6

With the federal minimum age of 18 to 
buy cigarettes, the states have the right to 
raise the minimum to their ages of choice, 
explained Creagan. He said increasing the 
minimum age was a way to give those 
heading government programs dependent 
on taxes garnered from cigarette sales the 
time to find other funders. It would also 
give those who have smoked the longest, 
longer time to kick the habit.

Creagan said he received much sup-
port for the idea. The state Department 
of Health submitted testimony support-
ing a Tobacco Free Hawaiʻi and called 
for banning all tobacco products. Several 
testimonies, however, said it would take 
away a freedom of choice. One called it 
“Orwellian.”

The House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Health held the bill back during 



Page 2 March, 2019 The Ka‘ū Calendarwww.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Volume 17, Number 3 March 2019The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i

   THE KA‘U CALENDAR
The Good News of Ka‘ū
March 2019, Vol.17, No. 3
Published by: 
The Ka‘ū Calendar, LLC.

P.O. Box 940, Pāhala, HI 96777 
Phone: (808) 928-6471 
www.kaucalendar.com

Publisher and Editor: Julia Neal 
mahalo@aloha.net
Calendar: Geneveve Fyvie 
Story Editors: Geneveve Fyvie and Cate Brooks
Associate Editor: Nālani Parlin

Design/Production: Tanya Ibarra and Cate Brooks
Contributors: Lew Cook, Geneveve Fyvie, Ann Bosted, Peter 

Anderson
For advertising call:  

Nālani Parlin at 217-6893 or kaucalendar@gmail.com, 
 Geneveve Fyvie at geneveve.fyvie@gmail.com 
Printed by Hawai‘i Hochi
See news daily at www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com, Twitter,  

and Facebook. See this newspaper and archive in full color at  
www.kaucalendar.com.

KA‘U   bUsiNEss,   REAL   EsTATE 

@hawaiikaunews

Keiki Create Products, Show and Sell at Business Fair
Young entrepreneurs converged on Pāhala Feb. 9, 

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m, to show their products and ideas 
to consumers. During the first Acton Children’s Business 
Fair, products created by keiki from all over the island, age 
seven to 18, ranged from hand made signage to photogra-

phy of nature and greenhouse flowers, to jewelry, to vari-
ously decorated brands of “slime,” and to food and drink 
– from cookies to sweet and sour libations. The fair is ex-
pected to be an annual event, said organizers and parents.

The venue was River of Life Church in Pāhala. The 
program was open to everyone of all faiths. Children who 
presented their products come from home schooling, Vol-
cano School of the Arts and Sciences, and public schools.

Students ran their own booths, engaging customers 
and accepting money, with some using Square to take 
credit cards. They explained their ideas, and their execu-
tion and pricing, to customers.

The fair aims to inspire children to “discover their in-
ner entrepreneur,” states childrensbusinessfair.org and the 
flyer for the event. "The largest entrepreneurship event for 

kids in North America, this one-day market gives children 
the opportunity to showcase their very own businesses. 
Whether an entrepreneur is famous like Elon Musk or 
Oprah Winfrey, or they are one of the thousands of un-
sung business owners across the country, these are the 
people who make sacrifices to innovate, create jobs, and 
serve their communities. We want to encourage our youth 
to reach whatever goals they may have in owning their 
own businesses. This event gives them the experience at 
doing so."

The application asked kids to think through elements 
of their business: What product or service do you plan 
to sell? What price will you charge for each product/ser-
vice? How much will each product/service cost you? How 
will you pay for your startup costs? If someone is helping 
you with your startup costs, how will you pay that person 
back? How will you advertise/market your business before 
the fair? At the end of the fair, how will you determine if 
your business was a success?

Up to 15 booth spaces were available for keiki to show 
their business at the fair. Up to three children were allowed 
per business, with a donation of $5 per business. Parents 
were not allowed to sell or promote a child’s product or 
service, though parents of younger children were allowed 
to sit in the booth as long as the child took responsiblity for 
set up, customer interactions, and sales. Parents were also 
allowed to help their child fill out the application.

The Pāhala event is sponsored by Acton Academy, 
the Acton School of Business, Wiki Wiki Mart, KRW En-
terprises, and individual donors and volunteers. “We all 
believe that principled entrepreneurs are heroes and role 
models for the next generation,” states the website.

Acton Children’s Business Fair began in Austin Texas 
in 2007, with seven entrepreneurs and around 25 attend-
ees, under the guidance of Jeff and Laura Sandefer and a 
few other families. The fair in Austin has since grown to 
over 115 entrepreneurs and over 1,500 attendees.

For more details on next year’s fair, contact Regina 
Walker at 400-4722 or email pahalacbf@gmail.com.

Aliyah Gacayan, age ten, offered her photos, many of them of Kaʻū, 
during the Children’s Business Fair at River of Life Church in 
Pāhala. To buy photos, text Gacayan at 808-315-9800. The Avenue 
family, above, bought a turtle image.  Photo by Julia Neal

Eli Crook, age eight, makes specialty signs as his business start-up. 
For custom signs, text Crook at 808-345-0511.  Photo by Julia Neal

Addy Jensen, age seven, offers photographs of flowers grown at 
Hawaiian Flowers on South Point Road. To purchase photos, text 
Jensen at 808-935-4805.  Photo by Julia Neal

Hawaiʻi state is subpoenaing AirBnB 
for ten year’s worth of invoices, receipts, 

and other re-
cords from 16,000 
Hawaiʻi hosts. The 
home sharing and 
rental arrangement 
company is fight-
ing the subpoena, 
reports Honolulu 
Civil Beat, with 

AirBnB saying the demand is a “massive 

intrusion” that “invades the privacy rights 
of Airbnb and its users on (a) massive 
scale.”

The reasoning behind the subpoena 
is to verify that those who rent space are 
paying Transient Accommodations and 
General Excise taxes. Attorneys for AirB-
nB, reports Civil Beat, say in Hawaiʻi’s 
case this is tantamount to “authorizing the 
state to go door-to-door in search of peo-
ple violating the law — something that is 
unconstitutional.”

AirBnB Fights State Subpoenas

this legislative session, its report stating 
that more time was needed to understand 
and plan any rollout of a cigarette ban.

The idea of a smoke-free Hawaiʻi 
made headlines with stories on CBS, Fox 
News, CNN, Washington Post, USA Today, 
People, Time, and other national and inter-
national news outlets.

Creagan called the approach of taxing 
cigarettes as a deterrent,  "ridiculous," con-
tending "When you raise the tax on ciga-
rettes, you're taxing the victims. Ninety 
percent of people who smoke wish they 
never started. Most of the other ten percent 

are kidding themselves."
The language of the bill calls ciga-

rettes "the deadliest artifact in human his-
tory." Creagan said that smoking is more 
dangerous and addictive than prescription 
drugs. Banning cigarettes would be "taking 
people who are enslaved from a horrific 
addiction and freeing people from horrific 
enslavement."

Creagan pointed to statistics from 
the federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, which blames cigarettes 
for more than 480,000 – 20 percent of 
all deaths – per year in this country, with 
41,000 of them attributed to second-hand 

smoking.
"If cig-

arettes are 
so harmful, 
why are we 
selling them 
to people?" 
asked Crea-
gan. He rec-
ommended 
the book 
The Golden 
Holocaust: 
Origins of 
the Cigarette Catastrophe, by Stanford 
professor Robert N. Proctor, who urges the 
abolition of cigarettes as the leading pre-
ventable cause of death. The book reviews 

the history of the tobacco industry, and 
points out that cigarettes caused premature 
deaths worldwide in 100 million people in 

Cigarettes, cont. from pg. 1

Cigarettes, pg. 6
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Vacation Rental Owners Group Claims Hotels Want to End Them

FOR SALE BY OWNER
2 adjacent lots on 10th above Ruby in Volcano's Mauna Loa Estates, Wooded. Totals 1 acre. Email volcanolisa@hotmail.
com for more info.

HOME, RANCH and BUSINESS
MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

CLAssiFiED

County Calls Ka‘ū Residents to
Step onto Boards, Commissions

Vacancies are open on Boards and 
Commissions for County of Hawaiʻi. 
Members of most Boards and Commis-
sions serve for staggered terms of five 
years, on a voluntary basis. The following 
vacancies are open to Kaʻū residents for 
consideration: Fire Commission, Council 
District 6; and nine positions on the Ka‘ū 
Community Development Plan Action 
Committee.

Other positions available for the entire 
county include: Merit Appeals Board, two 
positions; Board of Ethics, one position; 
Cultural Resource Commission, three po-
sitions; Fire Board of Appeals, five posi-
tions from any Council District; and Wind-
ward Planning Commission, two positions.

For all Boards and Commission, 
travel expenses to and from meetings are 
reimbursed.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens, 
residents of the State of Hawaiʻi, and 

may not hold any other public office. 
The Mayor’s Office will fill vacancies on 
Boards and Commissions from a list of 
applicants. Application forms are avail-
able at hawaiicounty.gov/office-of-the-
mayor. For further information, contact 
Rose Bautista, Executive Assistant to the 
Mayor, at 961-8211 or at rose.bautista@
hawaiicounty.gov.

Proposed laws governing vacation 
rentals are the focus of Rental by Owner 
Awareness Association, which offered an 
assessment this past week of this year's 
Hawaiʻi Legislature.

The group, led by Alicia Humiston, 

proclaims that "vacation rentals have be-
come the visitors' choice when visiting 
Hawaiʻi. Hotel growth has declined, but 
visitors' demand for legal vacation rentals 
has grown. As a result, hoteliers will re-
double their efforts to ban our legal opera-
tion of vacation rentals under the guise of 
stopping illegal operators and create hotel 
monopolies.

This year, Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority 
has vowed to support bills that will impact 
our legal vacation rentals in the ongoing 
failed effort by legislators to find and hold 
illegal operators to account. And because 
enforcement of laws against illegal opera-

tors has failed so 
miserably, their 
job to end our 
legal operations, 
and strip us of our 
control over our 
own, legal vaca-
tion rental prop-
erties has been 

made that much easier."
Humiston states, "There are some 

bills that would target illegal operators. 
But with so many hoteliers and property 
managers unable to compete with our le-
gal and expertly run vacation rentals, their 
purpose is clear: end them all! Wipe out 
any and all owner-operated vacation rent-
als in Hawaiʻi, legal or otherwise."

The organization is tracking some 20 
bills. She cautions that "these bills will 
change; they're dynamic, and become 
very different bills as the legislative ses-
sion progresses. It's essential that you visit 
the Hawaiʻi Legislative site and sign up to 
be provided with critical updates on their 
progress through committees, the amend-
ments they're picking up, and the threat 
many of them will undoubtedly pose to 
your continued operation and management 
of your legal vacation rental. Remember: 
when testimony is sought, especially by 

RBOAA, offer it."
Rental by Owner Awareness Asso-

ciation offers the following descriptions of 
Senate Bills and House Bills:

SB354 makes advertising, including 
online advertising, any transient accommo-
dation or resort time share vacation interest, 
plan, or unit without the proper registra-
tion identification number and proper local 
contact information a misdemeanor. Sub-
jects any person, including operators, plan 
managers, and transient accommodations 

Vacation Rental, cont. pg. 7
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The challenge of garbage, and how to 
fund and organize recycling and disposal, 
was the subject of a meeting Jan. 29 at 
Pāhala Community Center. County repre-
sentatives focused on dropping the number 
of days open from four to three per week 
at Pāhala Recycling and Transfer Station. 
Hours would remain from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
A second meeting is Tuesday, March 19 at 
Pāhala Community Center at 5:30 p.m. 

Greg Goodale, Solid Waste Division 
Chief, said the county wants the commu-
nity to help choose which day to close it. 
Several attendees suggested Sunday, saying 
Saturday is a popular day for home projects 
and yard work, with much use of the trans-
fer station. They also asked for an explana-
tion for reducing the number of days open.

Goodale said it is a matter 
of tonnage. Other communities 
with about the same tonnage 
produced in Pāhala are open 
three days a week. Adding a 
fourth day for Pāhala was a re-
cent addition, under the mayor-
ship of Billy Kenoi. The county 
needs to cut costs and one way 
is to reduce the days that Pāhala 
is open, said Goodale. He also 
noted that Waiʻōhinu Transfer 
station, about 14 miles from 
Pāhala, is open seven days a 
week, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Many 
Hawaiʻi county residents drive 
farther to dispose their garbage.

The Solid Waste Chief also spoke 
about planned improve-
ments to Waiʻōhinu Recy-
cling and Transfer Station, 
which could create more ser-
vices and opportunities. He 
said that once improvements 
are complete, commercial 
disposal would be available 
for businesses, construction, 
and institutions with food 
service. The nearest com-
mercial disposal place is the 
one drive to the East Hawaiʻi 

Sort Station in Hilo or the five hour round 
trip drive to Puʻuanahulu Landfill, near 
Waikoloa.

The distance makes it difficult for busi-
nesses in Kaʻū to comply and for the county 
to charge for commercial disposal of gar-
bage in Kaʻū. With an improved Waiʻōhinu 
facility, the county would be able to charge 
commercial users to help offset the transfer 
station costs.

When asked whether there is any way 
to create income from the transfer stations, 
Goodale said the reuse center at Waiʻōhinu 
transfer station helps offset discarded items 
going into the landfill, but the venture is 
not profitable to the county. He said green 

waste mulching might be another oppor-
tunity at Waiʻōhinu. In addition, perhaps 
commercial garbage collection operations 
could be developed by private citizens in 
Kaʻū, once there is a centralized commer-
cial disposal place in Waiʻōhinu.

Also being improved, said Goodale, is 
the design of garbage chutes, to make them 
easier to use. Eventually the Pāhala sta-
tion would more closely resemble the one 
at Volcano. Pāhala resident Eddie Andrade 
said he would appreciate the improvement.

County Council member Maile David 
attended and asked the county administra-
tion to consider opening transfer stations, 
when possible, the day after a holiday clo-

sure. Goodale said that cost 
would be consideration. She 
and Goodale said they will 
continue to reach out to the 
Pāhala community regard-
ing which day to close Pāhala 
Transfer Station.

See more on recycling 
and solid waste at hawaiize-
rowaste.org and hawaiicounty.
gov/dem-solidwaste-division.

Eleventh annual Kaʻū Coffee Festival 
has released more details on its ten days of 
events from April 26 through May 5.

The Fest begins with a free Pā‘ina 
and Open House on Friday, April 26 at 
Pāhala Plantation House, 6 p.m. Meet the 
Miss Kaʻū Coffee Court on the evening be-
fore the pageant. Enjoy live entertainment 
and refreshments. Call Pāhala Plantation 
Cottages, 928-9811.

Miss Kaʻū Coffee Pageant will be 
held Saturday, April 27, 6 p.m. at the Kaʻū 
District Gym. For applications, to volun-
teer, or to give monetary support, call Pag-
eant Director Trini Marques at 928-0606. 
See more in the ongoing events section, 
below.

Kaʻū Coffee Experience in Pāhala Community Center offers barista brewing 
and tasting of Kaʻū Coffee on May 4.  Photo from Kaʻū Coffee Fest

KA PEPA PAHALA

County Plans to Dump One of Four Pāhala Trash Days

Kaʻū Coffee Fest Plans 11th Year of Tours, Activities, Hoʻolauleʻa

Pāhala Recycling and Transfer Station will be open three instead of four days a week. The county wants to known 
which day should it be closed? Attend the meeting March 19. 

Photo from County of Hawaiʻi Solid Waste Division

Kaʻū Valley Farms Tour and Lunch, on May 2, offers a visit to a plant 
nursery, food farm, coffee and tea plantings, a hidden valley, and native 
forest.  Photo from Kaʻū Coffee Fest

Kaʻū Coffee Recipe Contest invites 
everyone to join in on Sunday, April 28, 
11 a.m. at Kaʻū Coffee Mill. Categories are 
pūpū, entrée, and dessert, all recipes to be 
made with Ka‘ū Coffee. Youth and adult 
categories, no entry fee. Free tastings. 
Meet Miss Ka‘ū Coffee. Find contest entry 
info at KauCoffeeMill.com or KauCoffee-
Fest.com. Call 808-928-0550.

Kaʻū Mountain Hike and Lunch 
will be held Wednesday, May 1, 9a.m. to 
2 p.m., starting at Kaʻū Coffee Mill. Ride 
through the coffee plantation, up the moun-
tains, and into the rainforest to walk along 
waterways from sugar days of old. Res-
ervations required; $45 per person. Call 
928-0550.

Kaʻū Valley Farms 
Tour and Lunch will 
be on Thursday, May 2, 
9 a.m. to noon. Above 
Nāʻālehu, visit a plant 
nursery, food farm, 
coffee and tea plant-
ings, native forest, and 
hidden valley. $40 per 
person. Reservations 
required. Call 987-4229 
or 731-5409.

Kaʻū Coffee and 
Cattle Day will be held 
on Friday, May 3, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Aikane 

Plantation Coffee Farm 
on Kaʻalaiki Road, the 

old sugar cane 
haul road, be-
tween Pāhala and 
Nāʻālehu. Explore 
Aikane Planta-
tion. Includes 
farm tours, BBQ 
buffet, and hay-
ride. Visit this his-
toric Ka‘ū Coffee 
farm and ranch. 
Reservations 
required; $25 
per person. Call 
808-927-2252.

Kaʻū Star-
gazing on Friday, 
May 3, 5:30 p.m. 
to 10 p.m., will 
take guests to the top of the sacred, flattop 
mountain of Makanau with a dark, new-
moon sky for excellent viewing. Learn 
about the ancient Hawaiian temple and see 
the Hawaiian night sky and stars. Meet at 
Olson Trust building at corner of Maile and 
Pikake in Pāhala. Reservations required; 
$45 per person, includes refreshments. 
Call 938-0550.

Kaʻū Coffee Festival Hoʻolauleʻa 
will be Saturday, May 4, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
on the grounds and within Pāhala Com-
munity Center. It’s a full day of music and 
dance, coffee tasting, demonstrations, food, 
snacks, and educational booths and games. 
Free, no reservations required. Ho‘olaule‘a 

entertainment lineup to be announced. See 
more in the ongoing events section, below, 
to sign up for booths, displays. Space for 
booths and presentations are limited, res-
ervations required. Vendor applications at 
KauCoffeeFest.com.

Kaʻū Coffee College will be held at 
Pāhala Community Center from 9 a.m. 
to noon on Sunday, May 5, with educa-
tion and demonstrations for coffee farm-
ers and Kaʻū Coffee enthusiasts. Previous 
years hosted examples of coffee processing 
equipment from as far away as Japan and 
Brazil, such as roasters, pulping mills, and 
bean separators.

See KauCoffeeFestival.com.
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ing open space is important – we have only 
one shot at it and once it's gone, it's gone. 
Stop subverting our democracy. Support 
the peoples' expressed wish.”

Deborah Ward advocated for the 
PONC fund, as it protects access to beach-
es so that people can get to the water. She 
testified that conservation districts don't 
save land in the long term, as the designa-
tions can be changed to allow mining, har-
bors, commercial forestry, and single fam-
ily dwellings, among other uses.

Ka‘ū resident Wendy Scott-Vance re-
called that, in 2006, the supporters of the 
Land Fund collected twice as many signa-
tures as were needed to put the measure on 
the ballot, as half of them were “thrown 
out.” She recalled that County Council 
member Pete Hoffman's signature was dis-
allowed because he signed “Pete,” when 
his official name is “Peter.”

“Why does the Mayor feel its OK to 
pillage funds?” Vance asked the Commis-
sion. “This fund has been taken to the peo-
ple three times and it passed three times, 
so how can it be abrogated? A democratic 
government is 'of the people, by the peo-
ple, and for the people.'”

Megan Lamson, of Hawaiʻi Wildlife 
Fund, testified that it would be better to 
protect lands now than wait for them to be 
degraded.

After the testimony, the Charter Com-
mission voted 7-3 to keep the Two Percent 
Land Fund in place. After more discussion, 
the commission reversed itself, keeping the 
proposal to reduce the Fund alive. On Feb. 
8, the Commission, including Ka‘ū's Mi-
chelle Galimba, voted 5 to 4 to shelve the 
proposal to change the Two Percent Land 
Fund.

PONC uses two percent of real prop-
erty taxes collected in Hawaiʻi County to 
purchase special lands for preservation and 
.25 percent to steward it. If the measure 
had passed the Commission, it would have 
gone to a public vote on the 2020 ballot. It 
could have lowered PONC's income from 
2.25 to one percent and allowed the fund 
to be suspended by a two-thirds vote of 
Hawaiʻi County Council.

County Charter Commissioner Paul 
Hamano introduced the measure, which 
drew support from Mayor Harry Kim, who 
said the money is needed for other govern-
mental responsibilities.

The Two Percent Land Fund faces 
more challenges, according to Debbie 
Hecht, who campaigned to successfully es-
tablish the PONC fund in 2006.

Hecht issued an editorial in February 
saying she is concerned that Two Percent 
Land Fund could be gutted should the 

county use it to hire people to administrate 
the program. She said a “seemingly in-
nocuous amendment submitted at the last 
minute by the [Mayor Harry] Kim admin-
istration via Charter Commissioner Kevin 
Hopkins” would pay staff wages and ben-
efits from the money available for acqui-
sition. “This would deplete the land fund, 
not strengthen it.”

Hecht said she supports funding one 
staff member. She noted there is $19 mil-
lion stockpiled and almost $3 million in 
the Maintenance Fund, though "there is no 

dedicated staff to work on acquiring prop-
erties, finding matching funds, and helping 
the non-profits that are the ‘boots on the 
ground’ to get funding. There is not a staff 
person dedicated to 
work only on the 
Two Percent Land 
Fund program.”

She said she 
supports Charter 
Amendment 9, ask-
ing for one dedi-
cated administrator 
of the fund. The 
administrator would 
be employed un-
der the department 
of finance. Duties 
would include, but 
not be limited to: assisting the public with 
applications for acquisition; assisting the 
public access, open space and natural re-
sources preservation commission with its 
prioritization of properties to be acquired; 
negotiation and acquisition of eligible 
properties; seeking and acquiring match-
ing funds; and managing the maintenance 
of lands acquired by this fund, by oversee-
ing and implementing the provisions of 
Section 10-16 of the charter.

The proposal from the Kim adminis-
tration, she said, proposes to “pay for the 
salary, wages, and benefits of staff dedi-
cated to advancing the Activities contained 
within this section and Section 10-16 of 
this charter.”

Hecht asked, “How many staff mem-

PONC, cont. from pg. 1

Rare fresh water near the shore at Kāwā, preserved on the Ka‘ū Coast through the PONC Fund.  
Photo by Julia Neal

ber's salaries, wages and benefits is the 
Kim administration talking about deduct-
ing from the Land Fund? The word 'staff' 
is ambiguous... this is a back door way to 

take money from the fund.”
Hecht said she is also concerned that 

staff could be pulled to other duties in case 
of emergencies. “There are important con-
tractual deadlines on real estate deals for 
land. What if there is a closing deadline or 
a due diligence deadline and the staff per-
son is pulled off for other duties? What if 
a willing seller needs to close within a cer-
tain amount of time? Does the head of Pub-
lic Works stop all their work to go help in 
an emergency? No, they keep their workers 
on task to keep the business of the county 
going. The County has only purchased 14 
properties in 13 years. More than 160 have 
been proposed. There is much work to do.

“This does not get one staff person 

All the Keiki Win at 11th Annual OKK Fishing Tournament
Hundreds of keiki flocked to the coast 

at Punaluʻu on Saturday, Feb. 16 to fish, 
eat, and enjoy the beautiful day. While 
keiki fished in calm surf under a mostly 
clear blue sky, and dolphins danced in 
the waves, volunteers made sure every 
fisherkeiki, as young as one and as old as 
14, had a chance to win an award and prize, 
and have a great day.

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou sponsors the catch-
and-release tourney and canned food drive, 
and organizes dozens of volunteers for the 
event and event preparation. OKK says 
about 275 fisherkeiki took to the shoreline, 
catching, measuring, and releasing hun-
dreds of fish.

S. Tokunaga Store in Hilo donated the 
hundreds of bamboo hand poles that are 

reused each year for 
the tournament. ‘O 
Ka‘ū Kākou provided 
poles, and barbless 
hooks, line, buckets, 
and shrimp bait. Keiki 
were allowed to use 
their own hand pole 
rods as long as they 
used barbless hooks 
and no reels. The 

event was also supported 

by a grant from County of Hawai‘i. 
Participants three years of age and 

under were given magnetic fishing rods 
to "fish" for little rubber duckies. Tents 
let people relax out of the sun. Lunch was 
free for all attendees: chili, rice, hot dogs, 
brownies, water, and shave ice. Keiki 

OKK Keiki, cont. pg. 17
Over 275 keiki participated in the 11th annual OKK Fishing 
Tournament.  Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

OKK members, in blue, hand out hand poles on the Punaluʻu shoreline. Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Even the smallest of fisherpeople snagged floating 
rubber duckies at the toddler pond.  OKK photo

Archaeological sites along the Ka‘ū Coast have been preserved through the 
Two Percent Land Fund.  Photo by Julia Neal

PONC, cont. pg. 7
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Join Nāʻālehu Elementary staff and 
students at this year’s EXPLORE! Fair on 

Thursday, March 7 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the school gym. The STEAM-focused 
event will highlight the intersection of sci-
ence, technology, engineering, the arts, and 
math with school and community partner 
displays and activities.

The EXPLORE! Fair committee 
wants to encourage as many people as pos-
sible to attend, offering free food, popcorn, 
and door prizes. Upon entering, families 
and visitors can pick up a passport, get it 
stamped by visiting various tables, and 
turn it in for a chance to win one of sev-
eral prizes, including KTA gift certificates, 
Nāʻālehu ACE Hardware merchandise, 
and fun science kits sponsored by a gener-
ous donation from LandL Drive-In Ocean 
View. Participants must be present to win.

Enter the world of stereoscopic pho-
tography and computer coding with the 
school tech gurus. Investigate chemistry 
and physics with wacky experiments host-
ed by Nāʻālehu ACE Hardware. Embrace 
your inner engineer by seeing who can 
build the tallest tower that can withstand 
natural disasters with the first-grade teach-
ers. Let creativity run free making take-
home art pieces with eyedroppers and spin 
art at the pre-school table.

Visit marine debris artist Don Elwing’s 
mobile art gallery, displaying some of his 
latest work, and collaborate to create group 
artwork. Help with dryland forest restora-
tion by potting and learning about native 
species ̒ ūlei with Nā Mamo o Kāwā. While 

there, check out 
how second graders 
have incorporated 
learning about and 
visiting Kāwā with 
NMOK into their 
curriculum.

Become a na-
tive species by 
crafting take-home 
masks at the third-
grade table. Ex-
plore electricity and 
mathematics with 
fourth-graders and 
view student-cre-
ated model homes 
with a working cir-
cuit. Head to the 
fifth grade table 
to fashion a moon 
shadow box to take 
home.

Consult field 
experts DLNR of-
ficer John Kahiapo 
and Kaʻū resident 
Nohea Kaʻawa to 
learn about car-
ing for the island’s 
amazing natural re-
sources. See a life-
size replica of an ʻalalā and learn about this 
special endangered and endemic Hawaiian 
crow with a University of Hawaiʻi educa-

tor. Visit activities and displays by kinder-
garten and sixth graders.

For more information about this event, 
contact the school at 313-4000.

NU PEPA NA‘ALEHU
Nāʻālehu Elementary EXPLORE! Fair Gets STEAMing

Kauahaʻao Church Bazaar Invites Vendors & Public
Kauahaʻao Congregational Church 

Fundraising Bazaar happens Saturday, 
March 16 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The church 
is located on the corner of Māmalahoa 
Hwy, Kama‘oa Road, and Pinao Street, 
just above the old Wong Yuen Store in 
Waiʻōhinu.

Individuals, schools, clubs, and 
sports/athletic groups are invited to be 
vendors at the “flea market” that will be 

located on the church lawn. The charge 
for a 10’ X 10’ space is $10. Vendors are 
responsible for bringing their own tent, 
table and chairs, and if power is needed, 
generator. Vendors can sell anything ex-
cept hot foods or plate lunches.

Vendors must fill out and submit a 
Vendor Application with the $10 fee by 
Sunday, March 10. Call Debbie at 928-
8039 for the application.

The Church members will sell kalua 
pig and cabbage bowls and roast chicken 
with gravy bowls, as well as baked goods, 
produce, and crafts.

For more information call Walter or 
Debbie at 928-8039. 

A rummage sale to benefit the Discov-
ery Harbour Volun-
teer Fire Department 
happens March 22 
and 23. Donations 
will be received 

March 20 and 21, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call for 
pick-up of bulky or large items. No cloth-
ing or books. Appliances and electronics 
must be in good working condition. Con-
tact Tom Reid at 503-260-6187 or Ken 
Shisler at 410-299-5359.

Rummage Sale Benefits Disco Fire Department

Families participated in a hurricane challenge last year, created in conjunction 
with Kamehameha School’s Kealapono staff.

Family last year at Nāʻālehu Elementary’s EX-
PLORE! Fair, playing a board game designed to 
educate about Hawaiʻi’s watershed. 

Photos from Nāʻālehu School

Kevin O’Connor of Bee Boys shared his fascina-
tion of the honey bee.

Librarian, cont. from pg. 2

Kaʻū Plantation Days March 23
Kaʻū Multicultural Society has an-

nounced that Kaʻū Plantation Days will be 
held Saturday, March 23 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Nāʻālehu Community Center. Orga-
nizing meetings will be held March 4 and 
18 at HCEOC, 6 p.m., said organizer Dar-
lyne Vierra.

emony at the Hawaiʻi State Library in Ho-
nolulu during The Friends of the Library 
of Hawaiʻi's annual meeting on Thursday, 
Feb. 21.

A statement from The Friends of 
Hawaiʻi Library says, “Sara Kamibayashi 
is anything but quiet! She is a warm and 
welcoming force at the smallest library 
branch, Nāʻālehu Public Library on the 
Big Island. Kamibayashi is originally from 
Virginia and came to Hawaiʻi to volunteer 
at Volcanoes National Park, where she met 
her husband. In 2008, she earned her Mas-
ters of Library Science and became a full-
time librarian in 2013. Through her willing-
ness to dress up and to try new programs, 
she is making sure her small branches are 
well used and full of excitement.”

the 20th Century and are projected to cause 
a billion deaths in the 21st Century.

Creagan said he sees a cigarette ban as 
good for Hawaiʻi's economy. He said there 
are enough visitors who want clean air free 
from cigarette smoke and beaches free 

from being littered with cigarette butts. 
Hawaiʻi would stand out as a clean air des-
tination, he said.

He said he understands the "attack 
points carefully crafted by the tobacco in-
dustry." Related to civil liberties, the tobac-

co lobbyists give money to the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union – to defend 
smoking as a civil liberty, he said.

The tobacco industry opposed the 
ban, said Creagan, and also opposed 
Hawaiʻi moving the minimum age to 
buy cigarettes from 18 to 21. Tobacco 
lobbyists argued, "If soldiers can die 
in war at age 18, they should be able to 
smoke," said Creagan. He pointed out, 
however, that when people go into the 
military "they go cold turkey in basic 

training." He noted that the military fought 
for ten years "to get smoke free submarines 
and finally got it." The post exchanges 
(military retail stores) in Hawaiʻi honor the 
21 year old minimum age, he said.

Read the bill and testimony at https://
www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.as
px?billtype=HBandbillnumber=1509andy
ear=2019.

Cigarettes, cont. from pg. 2
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word and collecting monetary 
gifts at community events, to 
crowd funding online and sell-
ing tiles with donors’ names on 
them. The tiles would be used 
in constructing the housing. 
One speaker said that if only 
250,000 people donated $1 
each - from out there in the big 
world on the internet - the task 
would be accomplished. An-
other speaker said she is aware 
of grants for programs that sup-
port food growing and possibly housing, 
particularly when a percentage of the ben-
eficiaries is native Hawaiian. Others, who 
have written grants, said 
they would help to 
find funding sources 
and apply for them.

There is also a 
need to take care of 
the two acres while 
planning and financ-
ing the project. Attend-
ees made suggestions, such as growing 
food on the empty lot and selling it to raise 
money. Other community groups could also 

Senior Housing, cont. from pg. 1

Taiko drummers encouraged Wayne Kawachi as he spent the first 
few days of 2018 walking from Honoka’a to Nā’ālehu to raise 
money for senior housing. Take a survey to help.  Photo from OKK

volunteer to help take care of the parcel.
Design decisions include level of care 

and building design: Would there be apart-
ments and a more intensive assisted living 
component? Would it include 
a community gathering place? 
Would it be one story? Kawa-
chi said he would like to de-
termine whether the site could 
accommodate 70 units.

Kawachi said he is inter-
ested in talking with devel-
opers, builders, funders, and 
those who can help document 
the need for senior housing. He 
can be reached at 937-4773.

dedicated to administering only the Two 
Percent Land Fund, which is what we are 
asking for. There is already a paid staff 
person provided for in the Hawaiʻi County 
Code to assist the Commission. This de-

PONC, cont. from pg. 5

broker, who does not post the proper regis-
tration number and proper local contact in-
formation with the advertisement and also 
advertises the entire house or unit, rather 
than a single room, or who has multiple ad-
vertisements for multiple properties, to an 
unspecified additional fine.

HB26 makes it a misdemeanor for a 
hosting platform to collect a fee for book-
ing services regarding transient vacation 
rentals that are not lawfully certified, regis-
tered, or permitted under applicable county 
ordinance. HB29 requires members in 
planned community associations subject to 
HRS 421J and unit owners in condomini-
ums subject to HRS 514B to register units 
leased as transient accommodations, and to 
submit reports on same to the state. 

SB659 establishes the state alternative 
transit fund to allow counties to offer free 
or nearly free fares on eco-friendly county 
buses. Imposes a $100-a-day fine for unli-
censed transient accommodations. HB197 
provides counties with operator names and 
addresses of transient accommodations 
contained in registration forms filed with 
Department of Taxation. HB400 allows 

counties to regulate transient accommoda-
tions hosting platforms. HB419 provides 
that a county shall be eligible to receive 
funds from the State for the purpose of en-
forcing all applicable laws and ordinances 
relating to transient accommodations.

HB514 requires the Director of Taxa-
tion to make available to any county offi-
cial charged with enforcing land use laws 
the name and addresses of any transient 
accommodation business registered with 
the Department of Taxation. HB631 autho-
rizes each county to impose a surcharge on 
transient accommodations tax. Changes the 
transient accommodations tax rate to an un-
specified amount. Repeals the distribution 
of transit accommodations tax revenues to 
the counties. HB1173 and SB198 authorize 
counties to levy a county surcharge on tran-
sient accommodations tax in their respec-
tive counties pursuant to certain conditions.

HB1348 establishes licensing require-
ments and enforcement provisions for tran-
sient vacation rentals to be administered 
by the Department of Commerce and Con-
sumer Affairs. HB1472 and SB986 allow a 
transient accommodations broker to regis-
ter as a tax collection agent for its operators 

pletes the monies, which are needed to ob-
tain matching funds, and money for acqui-
sition with no guarantee that they will work 
on the Two Percent Land Fund Program.

“The Two Percent Land Fund is a very 
important, voter-mandated program and 

should be treated accordingly, not to pull 
people off to relocate cattle or do inven-
tories for Public Works. That is why the 
money is not being spent on land acquisi-
tions or stewardship grants.”

Hecht suggested the community at-
tend public meetings – at Nāʻālehu Com-
munity Center Friday, March 29 at 6 p.m. 
– and the Charter Commission meetings 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, March 8 and Friday, 
April 12. “Please attend in your area and 
take your friends and neighbors. We have 
to start educating people for the Two Per-
cent Land Fund Campaign. The Commis-
sioners are saying over and over they want 
to hear from the public. You can also send 
an email to the Charter Commission and 
tell them your thoughts: Charter.commis-
sion@hawaiicounty.gov.”

Learn more about the Fund at deb-
biehecht.com/2019/01/15/2-land-fund-
program-at-the-charter-commission-as-
of-january-142019/, or contact Hecht at 
hecht.deb@gmail.com.

Vacation Rental, cont. from pg. 3 and plan managers. Requires operators and 
plan managers to provide a statement to the 
transient accommodations broker confirm-
ing compliance with all applicable land use 
and tax laws.

SB1292 amends the definition of "tran-
sient accommodations" to include addi-
tional forms of transient accommodations. 
Makes it unlawful for a hosting platform to 
provide, and collect a fee for, booking ser-
vices regarding transient vacation rentals 
that are not lawfully certified, registered, 
or permitted under applicable county ordi-
nance. SB713 establishes a 1-time amnesty 
program for certain delinquent transient ac-
commodations and general excise tax obli-
gations. Allows transient accommodations 
brokers to register as a tax collection agent 
for its operators and plan managers.

SB380 imposes the transient accom-
modations tax on resort fees and requires 
that those fees be included in gross rental 
proceeds. SB401 requires the Director of 
Taxation to make available to any county 
official charged with enforcing land use 
laws the name and addresses of any tran-
sient accommodation business registered 
with the Department of Taxation. SB460 

requires the Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority to 
develop a list of unit addresses, including 
housing units and rental units marketed to 
the visitor industry for occupancy and to 
post the list on its website.

SB184 provides counties with operator 
names and addresses of transient accom-
modations contained in registration forms 
filed with Department of Taxation. SB714 
imposes the transient accommodations tax 
on resort fees that are calculated separately 
from the advertised transient accommoda-
tion's rate. SB716 makes it a misdemeanor 
for a hosting platform to collect a fee for 
booking services regarding transient vaca-
tion rentals that are not lawfully certified, 
registered, or permitted under applicable 
county ordinance. HB181, SB163, HB193, 
SB175, HB335, and SB614 amortize and 
phase out single family vacation rentals.

See more at RBOAA.org.

Rodeo, cont. from pg. 1

Rodeo, cont. pg. 16
Po‘o Wai U, a paniolo event that comes from tying cattle to forked tree trunks.

Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com
Addie Flores took first place in the Youth Barrel Racing event.

Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

most points among kane paniolo to become 
All Around Cowboy for the second year in 
a row. Kaili Brenneman became Reserve 
All Around Cowboy. Lenaia Andrade 

earned her title of All Around Cowgirl. Jer-
ikah Valencia became Reserve All Around 
Cowgirl. Here are the complete results:

Po‘o Wai U, a paniolo event that comes 
from tying cattle to forked tree trunks when 

rounding them 
up in Hawaiian 
wildlands, saw 
Nicky Boy first 
in 22.75 seconds. 
Hammah Joseph 
took second at 
24.75, third was 
Shawn Aguiar 
at 26 – he took 
fourth last year 
– Westin Joseph 
took fourth at 
27.53, and Cow-
boy Kaʻapana 
slid into fifth at 
28.53.

Dummy Roping saw Bulla 
Arruda take first in 4.19 seconds, 
Hailey Cypriano second in 6.47, 
and Marley Miranda third with 
at time of 7.38 seconds. Peyton 
Tisalona-Benevides took fourth in 
12.91 seconds and Daeston Rojas-
Mendoza fifth in 14.1 seconds.

Wahine Barrel Racing saw 
Kalysa Hamilton take first in a 
total of 35.22 seconds, the same 
time as last year's winner. Lenaia 
Andrade took second with 35.66, 
Nahea Brenneman third with 
35.91, Lori Bergin fourth at 36.94, 
and Jerikah Valencia fifth in 40.22 
seconds.

Youth Barrel Racing saw Ad-
die Flores first in a total of 62.67 
seconds. Hilina‘i Gouveia – who 
took fifth in the event last year 
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A fire in upper Ocean View killed a 
man and destroyed a home Thursday, Feb. 
21. The exact cause of the fire on Kailua 
Blvd., near Orchid Parkway, is under in-
vestigation and may be related to a fire-
place, cooking and an oxygen tank. The 
victim’s name is being withheld until rela-
tives are notified.

William "Bill" Bergin, Battalion Chief 
for West Hawai‘i Fire Department, told 
The Kaʻū Calendar the fire was discovered 
by a friend who regularly checked in on 
the the man, who lived alone. The friend 
phoned early in the morning to make sure 
he was well. The man replied that he was 

OK and about to 
cook breakfast. 
By the time the 
friend reached 
the house, it was 
burning.

Bergin said 
the resident was 
believed to be 
using medical 
oxygen, which 
could have 
contributed to 
the fire as the 
gas is highly 

combustible. The 
resident's home also had a 
fireplace, which may have 
increased fire danger.

Summoned to the 
scene were at least three 
fire engines, some fire 
trucks, and an ambulance. 
At least one engine came 

from Pāhala, and one fire truck was from 
the Discovery Harbor Volunteer Fire Ser-
vice. Ocean View volunteer fire and ambu-
lance services joined in the effort.

Bergin said the fire was challenging 
in that the home was off the road, which 
limited access for the larger fire engines, 
as they could not get up the driveway to 
reach the house, and necessitated extended 
hoses. The fire was also very smoky and 

there was no available source of water, so 
the trucks had to shuttle water to the scene.

The trees that were growing around 
the house also proved to be problematic 
when a few of the larger ̒ ōhiʻa trees caught 
fire, according to Bergin. However, a light 
rain helped prevent spread of the fire.

By 4:30 p.m. the fire was 95 percent 
out.

At 7 p.m., Bergin reported that 
investigators were still on the scene, 
and a small portion of the fire was left 
smoldering, as they did not want to disturb 
evidence.

Bergin confirmed that the Red Cross 
had been summoned to the scene, saying 
that it was "standard practice," but the 
service was not needed as the single 
occupant had perished.

KAHUKU To MiLoLi‘i
Oxygen Tank, Cooking, Fireplace Could Cause the Fire that Killed

Ocean View Knitwits Craft to Help and Gift Others 
The group of about a dozen women 

meet in Ocean View every Tuesday to enjoy 
two hours of knitting, crocheting, and talk 
story. As temperatures in Kaʻū plummet and 
residents pull on 
their woolies, 
this close knit 
group of women 
meet to create 
not only warm 
clothing and 
warm friend-
ships, but also 
funds for the 
hungry.

The ladies 
knit or crochet 
shopping bags, 
hats, blankets, 
shawls, sweaters, and ponchos. They make 
such kitchen items as pot holders and woven 
dish towels. At craft fairs, they offer their 
wares, eagerly purchased by customers ap-
preciative of hand-made items. All proceeds 
go to Kaʻū Food Bank or other charities.

Nobody is sure when the Knitwits be-

gan meeting, but a consensus of the group 
puts the start at about eight years ago, when 
the founding members gathered at Ocean 
View Community Center. Stephanie Mc-

Donald, a keen 
knitter and author 
of a book on knit-
ting, started the 
group, and she 
was soon joined 
by Carol Sawyer, 
Fran Irwin, and 
Robin Stratton, 
who are now the 
informal leaders.

When one of 
their members, 
and Robin's sister-
in-law, Judi Strat-

ton, became unable to reach the Community 
Center due to an illness, they moved their 
meetings to her home. Judi Stratton died in 
July 2016, but they still meet at the house 
in upper Hawaiʻi Ocean View Estates, wel-
comed by Judi’s widower, Mike.

When asked by The Kaʻū Calendar how 

easy it is to sell winter woolen garments to 
Hawaiʻi residents, Robin Stratton explained 
that lots of people buy them as gifts for 
friends and family on the mainland. “Our 
towels, bags, and washcloths are very popu-
lar, and usually get snapped up by Hawaiian 
residents. We also sometimes knit items to 
donate directly to a charity. We made a lot of 
hats that we donated to a school in Alaska, 
and we also made some baby blankets for a 
hospital. To us, this proves how easy it is to 
do something to help in the community. We 
are all frustrated about the way things are, 
and we all want to do our bit to help. By 
knitting and donating items, we can make a 
small difference in people’s lives.”

In 2017 
and 2018, the 
Knitwits sold 
their knitted 
creations at the 
Arc of Kona’s 
Annual Bazaar 
in Kealakekua, 
and at the Ka-
huku Unit of 
the National 
Park’s crafts 
fair. In 2017, 
they donated 
about a thou-
sand dollars 
toward food 
for the free 
dinners served 
at Ocean View Community Center. They 
donated $1,222 to the Kaʻū Food Pantry in 
2018.

Next craft fair for the Knitwits is at 
Arc of Kona the first week of December 
2019. They already have a large tote box of 
items to sell and more are added each week. 
Sometimes items never make it into the in-
ventory - they are sold to other Knitwits.

The Knitwits are always open to new 
members and they are happy to mentor be-
ginners. Readers interested in joining Ocean 
View Knitwits can message the group on 
Facebook or contact Shawn Lohay at hay-
slo@me.com.

Shelley Smith’s almost com-
plete coat-length sweater is 
already keeping her warm as it 
drapes over her legs while she 
knits.  Photo by Annie Bosted

Charlotte Cable (L) admires hats crocheted by Shawn Lohay 
(R). Photo by Annie Bosted

Fran Irwin, one of the original members of the 
Knitwits, knits a brightly colored shawl using 
circular knitting needles as, she says, she is less 
likely to drop stitches than if she were to use 
straight needles.  Photo by Annie Bosted

Fire trucks ferried water to the scene. 
Photo by Annie Bosted

The fire was fatal and destroyed the home of a man on oxygen in Ocean View. 
Photo by Annie Bosted

A long line of emergency vehicles were parked along Kailua Blvd. 
between Orchid and Paradise. Some came from towns such as Pāhala 
and Discovery Harbor.  Photo by Annie Bosted
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The need for a new rubbish transfer 
station in Ocean View is exemplified by 
illegal trash dumping. Volunteers, includ-
ing cavers, are stepping up to clean up 
trash, including what’s found in pukas. 
 Ocean View residents note that disposal 
of household refuse in Ocean View has 
become more difficult since the Waiʻōhinu 
transfer station was damaged in a storm 
about a year ago. The main platform was 
damaged so the three dumpsters of waste 
collected in Ocean View each Saturday 
cannot be directly emptied into larger bins 
for hauling to the County dump. Instead, a 
mechanical grabber is used to lift garbage 
piece by piece.

A permanent transfer station was 
promised to Ocean View in 2007, when 

Caver, pg. 10

Caver Volunteers Step Up to Clear Trash from Giant Puka

South Pacific Bombers Rollerderby, 
South Kona District, is recruiting female 
skaters - 18 years and older - referees, 
on and off track officials, volunteers, and 
"all the support you can give." Derbys 
happen Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Kahuku Park in 
Ocean View Estates. See facebook.com/
groups/1963514403947993, or contact 
Spun at 808-209-7368, Mama Tat at 808-
747-1147, Shannon aka Sour Patch at 808-
319-3905, or SouthPacificBomers@gmail.
com.

Roller Derby Draws 
Women to Skate in 
OV's Kahuku Park

Ocean View 
Classic Car 
& Bike Show

Hosted and sponsored by Ocean 
View Community Center, this fundraising 
Classic Car and Bike Show happens Sat-
urday, March 30, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Own-
ers of classic cars and bikes are encour-
aged to register early, as space is limited. 
This first annual event features an open 
house with fun, food, and music. Contact 
Dennis at 831-234-7143 or Ron at 808-
217-7982 to register or for more info.

Tomislav Gracanin hangs onto the black rope 
with his right hand while hauling an abandoned 
suitcase, now full of garbage, out of the puka.

Photo by Annie Bosted

The volunteer clean-up crew poses behind some of the illegally dumped trash they recovered. From left: 
Peter Bosted, Steve Lewis, Tomislav Gracanin, Ric Elhard, and Berson Jitiam. A comparable pile was also 
created between the two white trucks in the photo.   Photo by Annie Bosted
the proliferation of “informal dumps” on 
several lots became an issue. In 2010, the 
county established a temporary transfer 
station on a lot in Paradise Circle, which, 
by deed, can only be used for recreational 
purposes. This lot bordered an established 
county park, which angered residents. The 
county appropriated $3 million in 2011 
for a permanent transfer station in Ocean 
View. In 2012, the 21-acre lot, located 
mauka of the highway near Iolani Blvd., 
was purchased. The lot then became an 
informal dump littered with furniture, ma-
chinery, appliances, tires, and bulky items, 

some of which have been cleared.
This week, new road signs were posted 

in Ocean View to notify drivers of planned 
improvements to the Hawaiʻi Belt Road for 
the New Ocean View Transfer Station, due 
to start this month.

On Thursday, Feb. 21 local resident 

guard moving about on the loose rocks 
and help them gain purchase on the slope. 
Smaller items were collected in trash bags, 
while larger items had to be individually 
man-handled out.

The puka is owned by the Cave Con-
servancy of Hawaiʻi, an organization of 
lava tube stewards dedicated to saving un-
derground features from destruction and 
desecration. The conservancy raises funds 
to purchase properties with cave entrances, 
largely in the Ocean View area. Keeping 
this puka clean and ridding it of illegally 
dumped junk is an unpleasant chore with 
which the conservancy voluntarily tasks 
itself.

Gracanin, an Ocean View resident and 
President of CCH, commented, “As a ge-
ologist and cave explorer, and like many 
people, I am really fascinated by lava tubes 
and flow features, such as pukas. It amazes 
me that there are still people who would 

Steve Lewis carries a red garbage can of trash 
on his back, while Peter Bosted and Tomislav 
Gracanin collect illegally dumped garbage lower 
down the puka’s steep slope. 

Photo by Annie Bosted

Berson Jitiam, and cavers Peter Bosted, 
Ric Elhard – the owner of Kula Kai Cav-
erns, Ocean View’s only show cave – Steve 
Lewis, and Tomislav Gracanin, hauled up 
three truckloads of rubbish from a puka in 
Ocean View. The illegally dumped trash 
included twenty-five bags of garbage, plus 
furniture, rugs, old appliances, luggage, 
tires, a stroller, and an air compressor.

The clean-up was compromised by a 
steep slope covered with loose rocks. The 
cavers had to rig two long ropes to safe-
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Stars over Ka‘ū - March 2019 
by Lew and Donna Cook

Planets
At the time our chart is set, Mars is the 

only planet visible to the naked eye - low 
in the southwestern sky at our chart time, 
just like last month. It will set at 10:25 on 
the evening of the 15th. Venus rises about 
4:30 a.m. throughout the month, while Sat-
urn is behaving more like a star, because it 
doesn't move amongst the stars very much. 
Saturn rises about 4 minutes earlier each 
day, starting about 3:30 a.m. at the begin-
ning of the month and rising progressively 
earlier until the end of the month. Then it 
rises at around 1:45 a.m. King of the Plan-

ets, Jupiter, is the first of the planets to rise 
after Mars sets. The latest Jupiter will rise 
is at 1:50 a.m. on the first of March, while 
it will rise at midnight on the last morning 
of the month.

Earth arrives at the point of its orbit 
when spring begins in the northern hemi-
sphere and fall starts in the southern hemi-
sphere on March 20.

Did you see the eclipse of the moon in 
January? It was cloudy in much of Ka‘ū, 
but my daughter in California sent a photo 
of the partial eclipse. It is reproduced here, 
showing how the moon would look to a 
sharp-eyed person without optical aid.

Colors of the Stars
Some people do not notice that stars 

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

have different colors, while others have the 
star colors leap out at them.

Star colors are influenced primarily by 
2 factors: first is the surface temperature of 
a star's photosphere; second is the amount 
of interstellar dust that the light is passing 
through.

Have you ever seen an electric stove 
with burners that glow? The glow starts out 
dull red. As the temperature of the element 
increases, the glow becomes red, then red-
orange, then orange, and then yellower-
orange. Incandescent light bulbs are even 
hotter and glow yellowish-white. When an 
incandescent light bulb burns out, it is ac-
companied by a brief bluish flash, indicat-
ing that the filament is "white-hot" for only 
a brief instant.

We see the same red to orange colors 
in lava flowing from Kīlauea Volcano – 
and occasionally from Mauna Loa. A rule 
for judging the temperature is the yellower 
it is, the hotter it is. You can look at a flow 
of lava and get a feeling of how soon it will 
become solid rock. A yellow-orange lava 
stream just isn't nearly cool enough to slow 
down, while a dull red glow indicates this 
creeping lava isn't far from freezing into 
solid, but still hot, rock.

So it is, generally, with stars and their 
spectral types: O-B-A-F-G-K-M, from 
super hot to cooler – but still over 5,000 
degrees Fahrenheit. The sun, spectral type 
G2, has a surface temperature of 10,900 F, 
while Sirius, spectral type A, is at 18,000 
degrees F. All these are hotter than any 
lava. However, the photosphere of stars is 
a partial vacuum. The sun's photosphere 
has a density of 0.001 to 0.000001 kg per 
cubic meter, whereas the earth's air at sea 
level has a density of 1.2 in the same units. 
Nevertheless, the sun's photosphere has a 
thickness of ~60 miles, so all that hot gas 
gives off a bright glow. The color of that 
glow depends on the gas temperature.

We can recommend the book The 
Glass Universe by Dava Sobel for a really 
good introduction to how the spectral types 
came into being. We listened to the audio 
version of it in the car.

I'm sure you've noticed how the setting 

sun gets redder than the sun at noon and 
how its color changes from white to red on 
a day when we've got thick smoke from 
vog or forest fires. The same thing happens 
in interstellar space, although usually not 
so dramatically. That being said, there are 
some regions in our galaxy where thick 
dust clouds block 
all starlight.

Our star 
chart shows star 
colors by spectral 
type, which is go-
ing to be pretty 
close to actually 
what we expect 
to see, although 
the chart's colors 
are more intense.

Constellations 
and Deep Sky 

Objects
Cancer, the 

Crab, is directly 
overhead at the 
time of our chart. 
Jason and the 
Argonauts' ship is skirting the southern 
Hawaiian horizon. The ship consists of 3 
constellations: Vela - the sail, Puppis - the 
poop deck, and Carina - the keel. Canopus, 
the second brightest star in the sky after 
Sirius in Canis Major, Big Dog, is in the 
constellation of Carina. To the north, soon 
to cross the zenith – the overhead point – 
lies Leo the Lion with the star Regulus as 
its brightest star. Further north is the Great 
Bear, Ursa Major, within which the Big 
Dipper lies.

Setting in the west are the constella-
tions Taurus - the Bull, Orion, and Per-
seus. They will be replaced by Bootes - the 
Herdsman and Virgo - the Virgin.

Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Res-

taurant schedule:
Closed Mondays
Breakfast and Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM 

daily
Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM daily
Check for the schedule at imiloaha-

waii.org. Members are admitted free to the 

daily shows.
There is a night show once a month, 

when smaller telescopes on Mauna Kea are 
linked to the Planetarium where they show 
live shots of individual objects. Call the 
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on 
the schedule and ticket availability, prices 

and membership costs. Please mention to 
the nice folks at the ticket sales desk where 
you got the inspiration to come, and that 
you are entitled to the 10% kamaʻaina dis-
count for membership.

Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date  Sunrise Sunset
March   1, 2019 6:41 am 6:27 pm
March   8 6:36 am 6:29 pm 
March 15 6:30 am 6:31 pm 
March 22 6:24 am 6:33 pm
March 29 6:18 am 6:35 pm
The times of sunrise and sunset are chang-
ing quickly in March as the sun conntinues 
moving northward.

Moon Phases
Date  Moonrise Moonset
New Moon
March  6 6:54 am 6:51 pm
First Quarter 
March 14 12:23 pm 1:57 am*
Full Moon 
March 20 6:39 pm 7:10 am*
Last Quarter 
March 27 12:27 am 11:46 pm
*next morning

This is a handheld camera shot of the moon during the mid-phase of the earth's 
shadow during January's luna eclipse. It shows somewhat better than what the 
event looked like to the naked eye.                               Copyright 2019 K. B. Legaspi

Last month we asked what color you saw Uranus. 
Here, in a Hubble Space Telescope image, its color 
is easily seen: an almost featureless pale blue. Go 
to The Ka‘ū Calendar web page at kaucalendar.
com to see it.

Credit NASA, ESA, University of Arizona, LPL

rather toss their garbage into a beautiful 
natural feature, like this puka, than take it 
to the temporary transfer station.

“It is true that the long waits at the 
temporary transfer station in Ocean View 
are creating incentives to find other dump 
sites, but I wish the people of Ocean View 
could realize that Kaʻū is the home of world 
class lava tube systems and take a pride in 
the stewardship of these features. We have 
this tremendous gift, so to deliberately toss 

Cavers, cont. from pg. 9

Berson Jitiam, a local resident, enthusiastically supports the team of cavers in hauling bags of trash and 
illegally dumped items from the puka in Ocean View. Hard at work behind him are Tomislav Gracanin, 
Ric Elhard, and Steve Lewis.   Photo by Annie Bosted

trash into a puka is the ultimate insult to the 
ʻāina and shows a lack of respect for the 
community and our heritage.”

Asked about a solution to the trash 
in the puka problem, Gracanin said “I’m 
thankful that the county opened the tem-
porary transfer station to make it easier 
for the thousands of residents to dispose 
of their trash each Saturday. Uncollected 
garbage is disgusting, and having to spend 
hours picking it up to save a puka should 
never need to happen.”
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Miloliʻi-Ka‘ū volleyball players did well against teams from around the island. Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Ka‘ū Trojans thrashed their opponents 
in the final home game of the season. Var-
sity hosted St. Joseph 
at Ka‘ū District Gym. 
St. Joseph trailed be-
hind in every quarter, 
with 6 points to the 
Trojans' 10 in the first, 
9 to 11 in the second, 8 
to 17 in the third, and 
12 to 13 in the fourth. 
Ka‘ū finished the game 
in triumph at 51 over 
St. Joseph's 35.

Ka‘ū's Weston 
Davis scored 13, 

Boys Basketball Dominates 
Court in Final Home Game

Buddy Flores, winner of ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Half-
court Shot for Cash at Friday's Boys Basket-
ball game, joined by OKK's June Domondon 
and Ka‘ū Athletics Director Kalei Namohala. 

Photo from Ka‘ū Athletics

Izaiah Pilanca-Emmsley scored 11.
During halftime, Ka‘ū's Buddy Flores 

took the ʻO Ka‘ū 
Kākou Halfcourt Shot 
for Cash. Ka‘ū Athlet-
ics received another 
$250 from the shot, 
totaling $1,250 for the 
season.

The final game 
of the season, played 
against Pāhoa at UH-
Hilo, saw an 11-point 
loss for Ka‘ū, with 
Pāhoa at 55, 44 Ka‘ū.

Ka‘ū District Gym hosted the third annual benefit tournament for Miloliʻi-Ka‘ū vol-
leyball teams Saturday, Feb. 9 and Sunday, Feb. 10. The public showed up to support the 
sport and enjoy the play of teams from all over the island.

On Saturday, Miloliʻi-Ka‘ū ten year old girls and boys beat Pio Pio Bears from Hilo. 
Twelve year old  Miloliʻi-Ka‘ū girls beat Mau Loa girls from Hilo.

On Sunday, Miloliʻi-Ka‘ū came in second after Hoʻopa of Kailua-Kona. In the 14 
year-old divi-
sion, Kame-
hameha School 
beat Cuzins 
from Keokaʻa.

Miloliʻi-
Ka‘ū teams 
travel to re-
gionals March 
11 through 16 
at Hilo Civic 
Auditorium. To 
donate for trav-
el money, call  
Kaʻimi Kaup-
iko, 937-1310.

3rd Miloliʻi-Ka‘ū Jrs. Volleyball Tournament

Baseball:
Mon., March 4, 3 p.m., host Konawaena
Wed., March 6, 3 p.m., @Kamehameha
Sat., March 9, 1 p.m., host Kohala
Sat., March 16, 1 p.m., host Keaʻau
Thu., March 21, 3 p.m., @Waiakea
Sat., March 23, 1 p.m., host Honokaʻa
Thu., March 28, 3 p.m., @Kohala
Sat., March 30, 1 p.m., @Konawaena
Softball:
Tue., March 5, host Konawaena
Thu., March 7, @Kamehameha
Sat., March 9, 11 a.m., host Kohala
Mon., March 11, host Kemehameha
Wed., March 13, 5:30 p.m., host Pāhoa
Sat., March 16, 11 a.m., host Keaʻau
Wed., March 20, @Waiakea
Sat., March 23, 11 a.m., host Honokaʻa

Wed., March 27, @Kohala
Sat., March 30, 11 a.m., @Konawaena
Boys Volleyball:
Fri., March 1, 6 p.m., host Pāhoa
Fri., March 8, 6 p.m., @Kealakehe
Tue., March 12, 6 p.m., 
@Makualani, Varsity
Fri., March 15, 6 p.m., host Waiakea
Tue., March 19, 6 p.m., @Kealakehe
Wed., March 27, 6 p.m., host 
Kohala, Varsity
Fri., March 29, 6 p.m., @HPA
Track:
Sat., March 2, 9 a.m., @HPA
Sat., March 9, 2 p.m., @Keaʻau
Sat., March 16, 2 p.m., @Konawaena
Sat., March 23, 9 a.m., @Waiakea
Sat., March 30, 3 p.m., @Keaʻau

Ka‘ū Trojans Spring Sports Schedule through March

Dylan Rush Beats Iron Fist for Super Heavyweight Title
Dylan Rush, who grew up in Kaʻū and played football for UCLA and 

Stanford, came home to win a kickboxing battle in Hilo Feb. 23. His father, 
Greg Rush, a coach for the Kaʻū High Trojans football team, described the 
experience as "What a night!" He said, "Dylan Rush added an epic event 
to his growing legend. After a seven-year layoff from kick boxing, with 
one month's notice and with zero sparring rounds, he took on Don 'Iron 
Fist' Auau. Auau came in at 14-0 with 9 KO's and had never been knocked 
down. Dylan knocked Auau down in the 4th round and won every round. 
Dylan, except for clinches, was never hit in the fight. He has still never lost 
a kick boxing match.

"Dylan has decided to continue to fight in Walter Carvalho Sr. memo-
rial events in the future, training in Las Vegas and coming home to thrill 
Hilo." Rush spent the last six years acting in the Vegas stage show, Tourna-
ment of Kings at the Excalibur. See video of the fight on Greg Rush's Face-
book, follow the fighter at Dylan 'Sudden' Rush on Facebook.

Kaʻū's Dylan Rush (right) beat Don "Iron Fist" Auau at the Pops 
Memorial Toughman Hawaiʻi competition at the Hilo Civic 
Auditorium.                                                       Photo by Tim Wright

Dylan Rush, raised in Kaʻū, took the Super 
Heavyweight title at the Pops Memorial Tough-
man Hawaiʻi competition. Photos by Tim Wright
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Rodeo, cont. from pg. 7

Trojans Girls Basketball team flew to Oʻahu for the 
HHSAA Division II Tournament Feb. 6 through 8 at Ka-
lani High's gym in Honolulu. The Trojans ladies didn't go 
down without a fight against University Lab. Reishalyn 
Jara led Ka‘ū with a game-high of 17 points on 6-of-12 
shooting, and grabbed six rebounds, while freshman Hei-
di Vidal added 12 points and nine rebounds

However, the Trojans suffered 29 turnovers and shot 
just 25 percent. Halftime saw the BIIF fourth place Tro-
jans with a solid tie, 22 to 22, but the third saw UL with an 
11-point lead. UL won over Ka‘ū by 14, at 54-40.

Girls Basketball Takes On Statewide Schools in HHSAA
Ka‘ū came back strong on Feb. 7, in the first of two 

consolation games. The home team took on Kamehameha 
Schools Hawaiʻi, which fell 44-28 to Hanalani. The Tro-
jans ladies killed it, ending the first quarter behind by 2 
points, 5 to 7, but rallying hard, leading the rest of the 
game, ending with 46 over Kamehameha's 35.

Ka‘ū's ladies went up against the Waipahu Maurad-
ers on Feb. 8, in a second consolation game, where they 
played hard for their 38 points. Waipahu won at 52.

Ka‘ū High's Girls Basketball is coached by Cy Lopez, 
Jen Makuakane, Allan Fernandez and Rodelyn Corpuz. Trojans Girls Basketball team at the McKinley High School's Stan 

Sheriff Center on Oʻahu.                            Photo from Ka‘ū Athletics

– placed second with 63.07. Lei-
ana Arruda took third with 66.37, 
Lucia Miranda fourth at 81.91, 
and Te’ani Souza fifth in 91.53 
seconds.

Kane-Wahine Ribbon Mug-
ging – where one teammate ropes 
and the other grabs a ribbon from 
the tail of the steer – posted Lena-
ia Andrade and Kaili Brenneman 
first in 16.97 seconds, Justin Jose 
and Lenaia Andrade second with 
21.44, Justin Jose and Jessica Jose 
in third with 24.44, Halia Bautista 
and Trisyn Kalawaia fourth with 
28.31, and Trisyn Kalawaia and 
Shannon Benevides fifth at 31.19 
seconds.

Sheep Riding showed Colty 
Boy Mandaloniz first, lasting 56 
seconds – he took fifth last year. 
Isaiah Publico, second, lasting 55. 
Tayzlie Brown, in third, lasted 49, 
taking one second off her third-
place time of last year. Khyrie-
Lynn Kekoa and Lawai’a Marti-
nez tied for fourth, each riding the 
sheep for 45 seconds.

Youth Team Roping showed 
Westin Joseph and Eli Higa first 
in 15.59 seconds, Zayven Menino 
and Clancy Aku second at 17.87, Westin Joseph 
and Bobby Boy Manuel third at 18.5, Eli Higa 
and Trisyn Kalawaia fourth with 20.06, and Kel-
vin Medeiros and Lenaia Andrade fifth at 25.84 
minutes.

Wahine Breakaway Roping showed Jerikah 
Valencia first in 11.75 seconds; she took third 
last year. Kalysa Hamilton took second at 24.88, 
Lenaia Andrade third with 28.3, and Nahea 
Brenneman fourth with 32.85.

Steer Wrestling showed two extremely close 
competitors: Westin Joseph, who took down the 
steer in three tries with a total of 17.85 seconds, 
and Trisyn Kalawaia, who had a total of 17.88.

Open Team Roping showed Ethan Awa and 

Chris Awa in first in 12.53 sec-
onds, Jordan Cypriano and Kevin 
De Reis second in 13.53, Ty Kauai 
and Ethan Awa third with 15.75, 
Brian Bugado and Shawn Aguiar 
fourth at 15.81, and Westin Joseph 
and Ryan Sanborn fifth at 15.84 
seconds.

Junior Bull Riding sole com-
petitor Eli Higa shaved one sec-
ond off his 2018 time by riding the 
animal for 65 seconds.

Double Mugging showed 
Justin Jose and Kaili Brenneman, 
who came in first with a time of 
25.84 seconds. Kaili Brenneman 
and Hammah Jose took second 
with 31 seconds, John Troche and 
Danny Joseph third in 32.13, Migo 
Acia and Westin Joseph fourth in 
39.37, and Koa Aiwohi and Rusty 
Wilbur fifth in 47.21 seconds.

Century Team Roping – 
where the total age of team mem-
bers is a minimum of 100 years 
– showed off pairs of competi-
tors. Boo Boo Tolentino and Chu 
Chu Cruz finished first in 15.46 
seconds. Hans Poouahi and Boo 
Boo Tolentino were second with 
16.91, Rodney Wilbur and Bob 

Manueln took third with 17.09, Eric Valencia and 
Mike Cheek fourth at 21.16 seconds, and John 
Fitzgerald and Butch Gomes took fifth at 27.45.

Rodeo, pg. 21

Kalia Andrade, running her horse in the Youth Barrel Racing event.
Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

Keiki participate in Sheep Riding, wearing protective 
gear on their heads, chaperoned by rodeo clowns, 
parents, and other event monitors.

Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com

Rodeo Princess Kircia Derasin, left, and All Around 
Cowgirl Lenaia Andrade, middle.

Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs

OKK Keiki, cont. from pg. 5

Derek Higashi took third place for Largest Hīnālea at last Saturday’s 11th annual ‘O Ka‘ū 
Kākou Keiki Fishing Tournament. 

Largest Kūpīpī caught by Trevin Pasion-Saplan, followed by Janayah Cabreroes and Eden Crook. 
Photos by Lee McIntosh

Largest Āholehole: Evan Bebeau, followed by Jayleann Akeo-Domingo and Lunewa Tobias.

Largest Po‘opa‘a Danny McMasters, second to Krystal Eder, and third to Kainalu 
Wanzer.

Largest Hīnālea, first and second place, Hokulani Carriaga-Pascual and Anjahlee Garcia. 

Most Fish Caught: Nakai Reyes-Dawson with 31, Lokahi Kaupu with 27, and Zaelee 
Padrigo-Al-Navarro with 17.

could participate in a fish quiz for prizes. There was 
live music provided by Ernest Kalani Jr. and several 
informational vendor booths. Every fisherkeiki re-
ceived a participation prize. In addition, prizes were 
awarded to the top three largest catch in each of five 
categories: Largest Kūpīpī, Largest Po‘opa‘a, Largest 
Hīnālea, Largest Āholehole, and Most Caught. There 
was a raffle drawing which included fishing poles, gift 
cards, mini drones, and electric scooter prizes.

For Largest Āholehole, first place 
went to Evan Bebeau, second to Jay-
leann Akeo-Domingo, and third to 
Lunewa Tobias. For Largest Hīnālea, 
first place went to Hokulani Carriaga-
Pascual, second to Anjahlee Garcia, 
and third went to Derek Higashi.

For Largest Kūpīpī, first place 
went to Trevin Pasion-Saplan, sec-
ond to Janayah Cabreroes, and third 
to Eden Crook. For Largest Po‘opa‘a, 
first place went to Danny McMasters, 
second to Krystal Eder, and third to 
Kainalu Wanzer.

 For Most Fish Caught, first place 
went to Nakai Reyes-Dawson with 
31, second to Lokahi Kaupu with 27, 
and third to Zaelee Padrigo-Al-Na-
varro with 17. The 15 prizes awarded 
to these winners were donated by S. 
Tokunaga Store.

OKK posted to Facebook: "Even 
if you're not a participant, parent, 
whatever, it's amazing to watch hun-
dreds of kids fishing with bamboo 
poles along the shoreline… OKK 
volunteers, thank you for the days, 
and days, and more days you put in to 
organize this event. Everything from 
putting hooks on poles, hundreds of 
them, to managing registration, mak-
ing and serving food and shaved ice, 
putting up tents, all of it. You give 
us the greatest gift of all, your time... 
Hawaiʻi National Guard Cadets were, 
as always, outstanding, incredibly 
generous with their time, their strength 
and willingness to chip in on tasks big 
and small. We love you guys!"

Booths at the event included PAR-
ENTS, Inc., Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources, Barbless Circle Hooks Proj-
ect, UH Hilo's project providing free Play 
Yards for Keiki, and United Health Care 
Community Plan. American Red Cross had 
information on installing fire alarms in all 
household bedrooms, by appointment; call 
their Hilo office at (808) 935-8305.

Visit okaukakou.org to learn more.
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CoMMUNiTY CALENDAR
Exhibit - Niuhi (Tiger Shark): Honoring Ka-

mehameha the Great in Paint and Prose, daily, 
through Sunday, March 24, 9a.m.-5p.m., Volcano 
Art Center Gallery. Features glass works of Mi-
chael Mortara, Misato Mochizuki Mortara, W. 
Chris Lowry, and Marianne J. Lowry. Free; park 
entrance fees apply. volcanoartcenter.org

Exploring Tunnel Books - Bookbinding Work-
shop, Saturday, March 2, 9a.m.-noon, Volcano Art 
Center. $32/VAC member, $35/non-member, plus 
$10 materials fee. Prior experience not necessary. 
List of supplies online. Register: volcanoartcenter.
org, 967-8222

Paint Your Own Silk Scarf with Patti Pease 
Johnson, Saturday, March 2, 9a.m.-12:30p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. $45/VAC member, $50/non-
member, plus $10 supply fee. Beginner and inter-
mediate artists welcome. Register: volcanoartcen-
ter.org, 967-8222

Stewardship at the Summit, Saturday, March 2, 9, 
and 16, Friday, March 22 and 29, 8:45a.m.-noon, 
Kīlauea Visitor Center. Volunteers remove inva-
sive, non-native plants. Wear sturdy hiking shoes 
and long pants. Bring hat, rain gear, day pack, 
snacks, and water. Gloves/tools provided. Paren-
tal/guardian accompaniment or written consent 
required for those under 18. Free; park entrance 
fees apply. Paul and Jane Field, field@hawaii.edu, 
nps.gov/havo

Keiki Science Class, Saturday, March 2 – 1st Satur-
day, monthly – 11a.m.-noon, Ace Hardware Stores 
islandwide; Nā‘ālehu, 929-9030 and Ocean View, 
929-7315. Free. acehardware.com

Dispose of Hazardous Household Waste, Sunday, 
March 3, 8:30a.m.-3:30p.m., Pāhoa Recycling and 
Transfer Station. See complete list of acceptable 
or unacceptable household hazardous waste at ha-
waiizerowaste.org/recycle/household-hazardous-
waste. Contact Chris Chin-Chance at 961-8554 or 
recycle3@hawaiicounty.gov. 

Ham Radio Potluck Picnic, Sunday, March 3 – 
1st Sunday, monthly – noon-2p.m., Manukā State 
Park. Anyone interested in learning about ham ra-
dio is welcome to attend. View sites.google.com/
site/southpointarc or sites.google.com/view/south-
hawaiiares/home. Rick Ward, 938-3058

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Coastal Net Patrol, Mon-
day, March 4. Register in advance. Free; dona-
tions appreciated. kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com, 
769-7629

Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op Group, Monday, March 
4 and 18, 1p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 
Parent-led homeschool activity and social group, 
building community in Ka‘ū. Confirm location in 
case of field trip. Laura Roberts, 406-249-3351

Ocean View Volunteer Fire Dept. Mtg., Monday, 

March 4, 4-6p.m., Ocean View Community Cen-
ter. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Mtg., Tuesday, March 5, 
6-8p.m., Pāhala Community Center.

Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday, March 6, 
3p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal Church. 939-7000, 
stjudeshawaii.org

Hula Voices with K Arts and Crafts Activity: Tis-
sue Paper Butterfly, Wednesday, March 6, 3:30-
5p.m., multi-purpose room, Ka‘ū District Gym. 
Register keiki ages 5-12 through March 5. Free. 
928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation 

Kumu Hula Ka‘ea Lyons and Lily Lyons, 
Wednesday, March 6 – 1st Wednesday, monthly 
– 5:30-7p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. Desiree 
Moana Cruz moderates the talk story session. 
Free. 967-7565

Open Mic Night, Wednesday, March 6, 6-10p.m., 
Lava Lounge, Kīlauea Military Camp. Call 967-
8365 after 4p.m. to sign up and for more details. 
Park entrance fees may apply. Open to KMC 
patrons and sponsored guests, 21+. 967-8371, 
kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Women's Support Group, Thursday, March 7 – 
1st Thursday monthly – 3-4:30p.m., PARENTS 
Inc., Nā‘ālehu. Women welcome to drop in. Free. 
Lindsey Miller, 333-3460, lindsey@hawaiipar-
ents.org

All Ages Game Nite, Thursday, March 7, 
5:30-7:30p.m., Ka‘ū District Gym. Register 
through March 5. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation

Ocean View Neighborhood Watch Mtg., Thurs-
day, March 7, 6-7p.m., Ocean View Community 
Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Mardi Gras Dinner, Friday, March 8, doors open 
at 5:30p.m., dinner served 6-8p.m., St. Jude's Epis-
copal Church. $8/single meal, $15/couple, $20/
family. 939-7000, stjudeshawaii.org

Community Dance, Friday, March 8, 7-10p.m., 
Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Minors allowed 
with supervision only. Alcohol-free event. Variety 
of music. Snacks provided; additional pūpū wel-
come. Free. 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org

Pancake Breakfast and Raffle, Saturday, March 
9, 8-11a.m., Ocean View Community Center. To 
volunteer, call 939-7033, ovcahi.org

The Business of Art, Saturday, March 9, 9a.m.-
4p.m., Volcano Art Center. Intensive training for 
artists who want to grow their business, led by Ira 
Ono. Fee tba. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Stained Glass Basics 2, Saturday, March 9, 9a.m.-
noon, Volcano Art Center. For those with prior 
copper foil stained glass experience. Fee tba. vol-
canoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Nā Mamo o Kāwā ʻOhana Work Day, Saturday, 
March 9, meet 9:30a.m., Northern Gate, Kāwā. 
RSVP to James Akau, jakau@nmok.org, 561-
9111. nmok.org, facebook.com/NMOK.Hawaii

Zentangle: Lava Layers with Dina Wood Kagel-
er, Saturday, March 9, 10a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art 
Center. Returning tanglers invited to bring favorite 
drawing supplies; loaner supplies available. Bring 
snack to share. $30/VAC member, $35/non-mem-
ber, plus $10 supply fee. Register: volcanoartcen-
ter.org, 967-8222

Hula Kahiko - Nā Kumu Hula Ka‘ea Lyons and 
Lily Lyons with Hālau Ka‘eaikahelelani, Satur-
day, March 9, 10:30-11:30a.m., hula platform near 
Volcano Art Center Gallery. Hula performance. 
Free; park entrance fees apply. 967-8222, volca-
nohula@gmail.com, volcanoartcenter.org

Nā Mea Hula with Kumu Kaho‘okele Crabbe 
- Hālauolakalani, Saturday, March 9, 11a.m.-
1p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery porch. Hands-
on cultural demonstration. Free; park entrance fees 
apply. 967-8222, volcanohula@gmail.com, volca-
noartcenter.org

Free STD Testing, Monday, March 11 – 2nd Mon-
day, monthly – 9a.m.-noon, Ocean View Com-
munity Center. Sponsored by Hawai‘i Department 
of Health. Call for appt. on different day or time. 
Teenagers 14+ do not need parent/guardian con-
sent. Always confidential. Free condoms and lube. 
895-4927

Medicine for the Mind: Teachings in the Tibetan 
Buddhist Tradition, Monday, March 11 – 2nd 
Sunday, monthly – 3-5p.m., Volcano Art Center. 
Free; calabash donations welcome. Dress warmly. 
Patty Johnson, 345-1527

Hawai‘i County Council Mtgs., Tuesday, March 
12 (Committees), Wednesday, March 13, (Coun-
cil), Hilo. Ka‘ū residents can participate via vid-
eoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State Office Building. 
Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.

Spring Wreath Making - Adults, Tuesday, March 
12, 10a.m.-noon, Kahuku Park, H.O.V.E. Ages 
18+. Register March 4-8. Free. 929-9113, ha-
waiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

C.E.R.T. Discovery Harbour/Nā‘ālehu, Tuesday, 
March 12, 4-6p.m., Discovery Harbour Commu-
nity Hall. Community Emergency Response Team 
info and training scenarios. Public welcome. Dina 
Shisler, dinashisler24@yahoo.com, 410-935-8087

The Wonderful World of Wine and Watercolor, 
Tuesday, March 12, 4-7p.m., Volcano Art Center. 
$30/VAC member, $35/non-member, plus $17 
supply fee. Enjoy a sampling of several wines 
from Grapes, Hilo, during class. Register: volca-
noartcenter.org, 967-8222

After Dark in the Park: Pahu Manamana o ‘Umi 
- Ancestral Brilliance, Tuesday, March 12, 7p.m., 
Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. Pualani Kana-
hele of the Edith Kanaka‘ole Foundation takes 
audience on a virtual visit to Pahu Manamana o 
‘Umi, a stellar instrument positioned 7,752 feet up 
on the southwest slope of Mauna Loa. Free; park 
entrance fees apply. nps.gov/havo 

Volcano Bay Clinic Mobile Health Unit Visit. 
Dental, Wednesday, March 13, 8a.m.-5p.m. Medi-
cal, Thursday, March 28, 1-5p.m. Cooper Center, 
Volcano Village. Must be Bay Clinic, Inc. patient. 
333-3600 for appt. thecoopercenter.org

Lomilomi Demonstration, Wednesday, March 13, 
10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. Mi-
chelle Wall-O'Connor demonstrates the spiritual 
components of lomilomi, massage that incorpo-
rates Hawaiian concept of aloha to promote per-

sonal harmony. Free; park entrance fees apply. 
nps.gov/havo

Arts and Crafts Activity: Spring Flower Col-
lage, Wednesday, March 13, 2:45-3:30p.m., Ka-
huku Park, H.O.V.E. For keiki ages 6-12. Register 
March 4-8. Free. 929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation

Arts and Crafts Activity: St. Patrick's Day 
Rainbow, Wednesday, March 13, 3:30-5p.m., 
multi-purpose room, Ka‘ū District Gym. Register 
keiki ages 5-12 March 4-13. Free. 928-3102, ha-
waiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

Story Time with Auntie Linda from Tūtū and 
Me, Thursday, March 14, 10:30-noon, Nā‘ālehu 
Public Library. Free; includes craft activity. 
929-8571

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thursday, March 
14, 6:30p.m., United Methodist Church, Nā‘ālehu. 
Pres. Berkley Yoshida, 747-0197

PATCH Class #110: Understanding Social and 
Emotional Development of Infants/Toddlers, 
Friday, March 15, 8-11a.m., PARENTS, Inc. of-
fice, Nā‘ālehu. Sponsored by Tūtū and Me. No 
childcare provided. Register: 238-3472, rhall@
patch-hi.org

Forest Restoration Project - Friends of Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park, Friday, March 15, 
8:30a.m.-3p.m., RSVP by Monday, March 11. 
Volunteers age 13+. Patty Kupchak, 352-1402, 
forest@fhvnp.org, fhvnp.org

Hawai‘i Disability Legal Services, Friday, March 
15, 9a.m.-noon, Ocean View Community Center. 
ovcahi.org, 939-7033 

PATCH Class #619: Temperament and Secure 
Relationships, Friday, March 15, noon-3p.m., 
PARENTS, Inc. office, Nā‘ālehu. Sponsored by 
Tūtū and Me. No childcare provided. Register: 
238-3472, rhall@patch-hi.org

Arts and Crafts Activity: Charades, Friday, 
March 15, 2-3p.m., Kahuku Park, H.O.V.E. Regis-
ter keiki ages 6-12 March 11-15. Free. 929-9113, 
hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

St. Patrick's Day Buffet, Friday, March 15, 
5-8p.m., Crater Rim Café, Kīlauea Military Camp. 
Corned beef and cabbage, lamb stew, shepherd's 
pie, and all the fixings. $19.95/adult, $10.95/child, 
ages 6-11. Irish ale available for purchase from 
Lava Lounge. Park entrance fees apply. 967-8356, 
kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Community Cleanup, 
Saturday, March 16, contact in advance for meet-
up details. Space may be available; BYO-4WD 
welcome. Free; donations appreciated. RSVP to 
kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com or call 769-7629.

Kauaha‘ao Congregational Church Fundrais-
ing Bazaar, Saturday, March 16, 9a.m.-2p.m., 
corner of Hwy 11, Kama‘oa Rd., and Pinao St., 
Wai‘ōhinu. Vendor application – no hot food or 
plate lunch – with $10 fee due by Sunday, March 
10. Debbie, 928-8039, for application. Church 
members sell kalua pig and cabbage bowls, roast 
chicken w/gravy bowls, baked goods, produce, 
and crafts.

Ocean View C.E.R.T. Mtg., Saturday, March 16, 
10a.m.-1p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 
Community Emergency Response Team monthly 
meeting and training. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

Ham Radio Mtg., Saturday, March 16, 2-3p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. ovcahi.org

Intimate Acoustic Concert with Rebecca Folsom, 
Saturday, March 16, 5:30p.m., Volcano Art Center. 
Fee tba. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

The Art of Vocal Freedom 
Workshop with Rebecca Fol-
som, Sunday, March 17, Volcano 
Art Center. Fee tba. volcanoart-
center.org, 967-8222
Discovery Harbour Neighbor-
hood Watch Mtg., Monday, 
March 18, 5-6:30p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Hall. 929-
9576, discoveryharbour.net
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund Coastal 
Net Patrol, Tuesday, March 19, 
RSVP in advance. Free; donations 
appreciated. kahakai.cleanups@
gmail.com, 769-7629
Family Reading Night, Thurs-
day, March 21, 6-7p.m., Ocean 
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View Community Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org

PiYo Live Classes, Thursday, March 21 and every 
Thursday after, 6-7p.m., Ka‘ū District Gym multi-
purpose room. Low-impact Pilates and yoga-
inspired workout to improve core strength, flex-
ibility, and balance. Bring mat and water. Shoes 
optional. Donations welcome. Sara, 520-389-0620

Poetry Reading with Joe Harrington and Su-
san Schultz, Thursday, March 21, 6:30p.m., Vol-
cano Art Center. Fee tba. volcanoartcenter.org, 
967-8222

Rummage Sale, Friday and Saturday, March 22 
and 23, 8a.m.-4p.m., Discovery Harbour Com-
munity Center. Food and refreshments available. 
Donations accepted March 20 and 21, 8a.m.-
4p.m., Discovery Harbour Fire Station. No clothes 
accepted. All tools and appliances in good work-
ing condition. Call for pick-up of bulky/large 
items. Tom Reis, 503-260-6187, or Ken Shisler, 
410-299-5359.

Pastel On-Site Landscape Painting w/Patti Pease 
Johnson, Saturday, March 23, 9a.m.-12:30p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. $45/VAC member, $50/non-
member, plus $10 supply fee. Beginner and inter-
mediate artists welcome. Register: volcanoartcen-
ter.org, 967-8222

Writing for Inner Exploration and Life Re-
flection with Tom Peek, Saturday, March 23, 
9:30a.m.-4p.m., Volcano Art Center. $65/VAC 
member, $75/non-member. Register: volcanoart-
center.org, 967-8222

Second Chance Prom, Saturday, March 23, 
6-10p.m., Ka‘ū District Gym. Open to adults. 
Register March 1-20. $25/person. 928-3102, ha-
waiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

HOVE Road Maintenance Board Mtg., Tuesday, 
March 26, 10a.m., HOVE Road Maintenance of-
fice. hoveroad.com, 929-9910, gm@hoveroad.
com

Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tuesday, March 26, 11:30a.m.-
1p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal Church in Ocean View.

After Dark in the Park: Exploring the Unknown 
Depths, Tuesday, March 26, 7p.m., Kīlauea Visi-
tor Center Auditorium. Justin Umholtz, National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation education associ-
ate for Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument, shares his experiences aboard the 
Exploration Vessel Nautilus, mapping and diving 
unexplored seamounts via a remotely operated un-
derwater vehicle (ROV). Free; park entrance fees 
apply. nps.gov/havo

Hawai‘i County Council Mtgs., Wednesday, 
March 27 (Committees), Thursday, March 28, 
(Council), Kona. Ka‘ū residents can participate 
via videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State Office 
Building. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.

Kōkua Kupuna Project, Wednesday, March 27, 
9-11a.m., St. Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean 
View. Seniors 60 years and older encouraged to 
attend, ask questions, and inquire about services 
offered through Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i – 
referral required, 961-8626 for free legal services. 
Under 60, call 1-800-499-4302. More info: tahi-
sha.despontes@legalaidhawaii.org, 329-3910 ext. 
925. legalaidhawaii.org

‘Ohe Kāpala Workshop, Wednesday, March 27, 
10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. Learn 
to create beautiful designs from traditional pat-
terns using ‘ohe kāpala, bamboo stamps. Free; 
park entrance fees apply. nps.gov/havo

Arts and Crafts Activity: Group Art Project, 
Wednesday, March 27, 3:30-5p.m., multi-purpose 
room, Ka‘ū District Gym. Register keiki ages 5-12 
March 11-25. Free. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation

Ka‘ū Community Children's Council, Thursday, 
March 28, 3-4p.m., Nā‘ālehu Elementary School. 
Provides local forum for all community members 
to come together as equal partners to discuss and 
positively affect multiple systems' issues for the 
benefit of all students, families, and communi-
ties. Chad Domingo, text 808-381-2584, domin-
goc1975@yahoo.com, ccco.k12.hi.us

Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, Thursday, 
March 28, 4-6p.m., Cooper Center, Volcano Vil-
lage. Free community dinner for all. Additional 
packaged goods to take home for those in need. 
Donations and volunteers encouraged. 967-7800, 
thecoopercenter.org

Hawaiian Language Classes with Kaliko Trapp, 
starting Thursday, March 28, Level 1: 4-5p.m., 
Level 2: 5-6:30p.m., Level 3: 6:30-8p.m., Volcano 
Art Center. 8-week sessions. Level 1 - focus on 
simple vocabulary, conversation, grammar, and 
sentence structure. Level 2 - expand these. Level 
3 - Some Hawaiian language experience preferred. 
$80/VAC member, $90/non-member. Workbook 
required. Register: volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Coffee Talk at Kahuku, Friday, March 29, 9:30-
11, Kahuku Unit Visitor Contact Station. Talk 
story with rangers and park visitors about a range 
of topics. Free. nps.gov/havo

PONC Fund Public Mtg., Friday, March 29, 6p.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Community Center. Email Charter Com-
mission your thoughts: charter.commission@
hawaiicounty.gov. More about 2% fund at debbie-
hecht.com/2019/01/15/2-land-fund-program-at-
the-charter-commission-as-of-january-142019/ or 
email Debbie Hecht, hecht.deb@gmail.com

Little Fire Ants Community Mtg., Friday, March 
29, 6-9p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Hall. 
Community meeting to teach about the ant, how 
to survey, and if found, how to treat properly to 
ensure eradication. Franny Kinslow Brewer, Big 
Island Invasive Species Committee, 933-3340, 
biisc@hawaii.edu

Count Humpback Whales – Final 2019 Sanctu-

ary Ocean Count, Saturday, March 30, 8a.m.-
noon, Ka‘ū locations: Kaʻena Point in Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park, Miloli‘i Lookout, Ka 
Lae Park, and Punalu‘u Black Sand Beach Park. 
Participants tally humpback whale sightings and 
document animals' surface behavior during sur-
vey, providing valuable data to NOAA. Register at 

oceancount.org; registration closes one week prior 
to event. Free.

Landscaping with Native Hawaiian Plants with 
Zach Mermel, Saturday, March 30, 9a.m.-3p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. Hands-on workshop. $30/
VAC member, $35/non-member. Register: volca-
noartcenter.org, 967-8222

Exhibit - Ancient Hula: Through the Lens of 
Dino Morrow, daily, March 30-May 5, 9a.m.-
5p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. Reception on 
Saturday, March 30, 5p.m. Morrow is a docu-
mentary and portrait photographer specializing in 
imagery of local cultures. Free; park entrance fees 
apply. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Classic Car and Bike Show, Saturday, March 30, 
10a.m.-4p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 
Fun, food, music, and open house. Pre-registration 
of vehicles strongly recommended. Sponsored 
by Ocean View Community Association. Show 
prizes provided by Dune Buggy Concessions and 
OVCA. Raffle prizes provided by local merchants 
and individuals. Dennis, 831-234-7143, or Ron, 
217-7982

Beginner and Intermediate Mixed Media En-
caustic with Mary Milelzcik, Saturday, March 
30, 10a.m.-2:30p.m., Volcano Art Center. Hands-
on workshop. Learn safe studio practices, en-
caustic painting basics, step-by-step. $55/VAC 
member, $60/non-member, plus $25 supply fee. 
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Scholarship Application Deadlines for American 
Association of University Women-Kona, Three 
$2,000 awards for college-bound high school stu-
dents: Monday, April 1. Two $1,000 awards for 
two-year vocational program attendees: Wednes-
day, April 10. Application packets at kona-hi.
aauw.net. sharonnind@aol.com

Exercise and Meditation
Pickleball, Sunday/Tuesday/Thursday, 8-11a.m., 

Kahuku Park, H.O.V.E. Jaquie Woodmansee, 
929-7092

Pāhala Pool Schedule: Adult Lap Swim, Daily, 
10a.m.-noon; Public Recreational Swim, Daily, 
1-3:45p.m. Water Exercise/Aerobics, Monday/
Wednesday/Friday, 9-10a.m. $20/month. Closed 
during national and state holidays. 928-8177, ha-
waiicounty.gov/pr-aquatics

Volcano Insight, Sunday, 10-11:30a.m., Volcano 
Art Center. Insight, or mindfulness, meditation, 
from the Buddhist tradition. All are welcome. Do-
nations accepted. mgrace.orr@gmail.com

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings: One Day at a 
Time Group, Sunday, 4-4:30p.m., Cooper Center, 
Volcano Village; Happy, Joyous and Free Group, 
Monday/Thursday, 7p.m., Saturday, 5p.m., St. 
Jude's in Ocean View; Friday Night BBQ Meet-
ing, Friday, 5p.m., Wai‘ōhinu (929 -7674); West 
Hawai‘i Intergroup (329-1212), or Hilo office 

(961-6133).
Tai Chi Chuan Yang Long Form 108, Monday/

Friday, 7-10a.m., Discovery Harbour Community 
Hall. $5 donation. David, 785-6644

Yoga, Monday/Wednesday, 7:30-8:45a.m., Volcano 
Art Center. Beginning and Intermediate. Emily 

Catey Weiss, emilycat-
ey@hotmail.com
Qigong, Mon-
day, 8:30-9:30a.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Hongwangi, 
$5; Wednesday, 9:30-
10:30a.m., Discovery 
Harbour, donation; 
Thursday, 9:30-11a.m., 
Mark Twain, $7. Begin-
ners welcome. Shary, 
929-7647 
Outdoor Play Equip-
ment and Courts 
- Open Use, Monday-
Wednesday, Friday, 
1:30-4:30p.m., Kahuku 
Park, H.O.V.E. Volley-
ball, basketball, dodge 
ball, football, jump 
rope, hula hoops. For 
keiki ages 6-14. 929-
9113, hawaiicounty.
gov/pr-recreation
Gentle Senior Yoga, 
Monday/Wednesday, 
2:30-4p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Hongwanji. Senior 
price $10 for 10 ses-
sions. Stephanie Pepper, 
937-7940
Open Gym for Adults, 
Monday-Thursday 
through March 28, 
2:30-7:45p.m., Ka‘ū 
District Gym, Pāhala. 
Open registration. 928-
3102, hawaiicounty.
gov/pr-recreation
Open Recreational 
Room-Fitness Sta-
tion, Monday-Thursday 
through March 29, 
2:30-7:45p.m., Friday, 
1:30-4:30p.m., Sat-
urday, 1-8p.m., Ka‘ū 
District Gym, Pāhala. 
Bring personal towel 
and drinking water. 
Open registration. 928-
3102, hawaiicounty.
gov/pr-recreation
Hula, Monday, 3-5p.m., 
Thursday, 9-11a.m., St. 

Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Classes by 
Kumu Hannah Uribes. Open to all. Barbara Mc-
Donough, 315-8675

Pilates Plus, Monday/Friday, 4-5 p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Center. All ages. Exercise by 
DVD; bring exercise ball and band, light weights, 
mat. Free with donation of non-perishable food. 
Judy Knapp, 640-4712

Volleyball, Monday-Thursday through March 27, 
4-6:30p.m., Nā‘ālehu Community Center vol-
leyball courts. Free. For keiki 14 and under; on-
going registration. 939-2510, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation

Pilates, Monday, 5:30-6:30p.m., Volcano Art Cen-
ter. Marcia Timboy, 967-8222

Zumba Fitness, Monday/Thursday, 5:30p.m. and 
Saturday, 9a.m., New Hope Christian Fellow-

ship, Volcano. Certified instructor Linda Fanene, 
990-3835 

Aikido, Monday/Wednesday, 6p.m., Pāhala Hong-
wanji. Alan Moores, 928-0919 or artbyalan2011@
gmail.com 

Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, Tuesday/
Thursday, 8:30-10a.m., Noa's Island Massage in 
rear entrance of Ka‘ū Realty across from Hana 
Hou. Arrive 10 minutes early. $10/class or $80 for 
10 classes. 756-3183

Yoga, Tuesday/Thursday, 8:30-9:30a.m., Discov-
ery Harbour Community Hall. Open to the pub-
lic, all ages, beginner and intermediate. Suzanne, 
930-4678

Family Yoga Class, Tuesday, 9:30-10:30a.m., 
PARENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. 3-12 years old and 
caregivers. All levels welcome. Wear comfortable 
clothes. Bring mat, if can - supplies limited. Free. 
333-3460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.org

Volleyball, Tuesday/Wednesday through March 
27, 4-6:30p.m., Nā‘ālehu Community Center vol-
leyball courts. Free. For keiki 10 and under; reg-
istration ongoing. 939-2510, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation

Muscle Toning Class, Tuesday, 4:30-5:30p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. Instructor Erin 
Cole. Free. ovcahi.org, ovcahawaii@gmail.com, 
939-7033

Belly Dance Classes, Tuesday, beginners, 5:30p.m.; 
intermediate, 6:30p.m. Farasha, 990-3835

IKL Pāhala Karate Class, Tuesday/Friday, intro 
class, 5-5:30p.m.; beginners, 5:30-6:30p.m.; ad-
vanced, 6:30-7:30p.m., Pāhala Community Cen-
ter. Sensei Francisco Villa, 747-0640, villaf99@
yahoo.com

Zumba, Tuesday, 6-7p.m., Pāhala Community 
Center. Erin Cole teaches adults. 928-3102

Yoga in the Park, Wednesday, 8:30-10a.m., 
Wai‘ōhinu Park. All levels by Yoga Therapist, 
Pilates instructor. Supported by donation. Lau-
rieBoyle@AlohaTherapies.com

Senior Yoga Satsang, Wednesday, 9:30-11a.m., 
Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Calabash dona-
tions. Debra Serrao, 333-0313

Meditation, Wednesday, 4-5p.m., Nā‘ālehu Hong-
wanji. Velvet Replogle, 936-8989

Hālau Hula O Leionalani - Hula Classes, 
Wednesday, 5:30-6:30p.m., keiki; 6:30-7:30p.m., 
adult beginners; 7:30-8:30p.m. adult advanced, 
Pāhala Community Center. Led by Kumu Hula 
Debbie Leionalani Ryder. Register by coming to 
class or call 649-9334.

Yoga with Ted Pirsig, Wednesday, 5:30-7p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. Mix of low-key asana (poses) 
alternating with seated pranayama (breath exercis-
es) and ending with 20-30 minutes of meditation. 
See volcanoartcenter.org for suggested props.

Hatha Yoga, Thursday, 4:30-5:30p.m., Ocean View 
Community Center. Instructor Erin Cole. Free. 
ovcahi.org, 939-7033

Yoga with Heather Lewis, Thursday, 5:30-7p.m., 
Volcano Art Center. Vinyasa/Hatha flow class with 
mindful meditation. Beginners to intermediate. 
$10. volcanoartcenter.org

PiYo Live Classes, Thursday, starting March 21, 
6-7p.m., Ka‘ū District Gym multi-purpose room. 
Low-impact Pilates and yoga inspired workout 
to improve core strength, flexibility, and balance. 
Bring mat and water. Shoes optional. Donations 
welcome. Sara, 520-389-0620

Fit and Firm Volcano Medium Intensity Strength 
Exercise Class, Friday, 8-9a.m., Volcano Art Cen-
ter. For ages 30+. Bring exercise ball, exercise 
mat, water, towel, and wear comfortable fitness 
clothing; shoes or bare feet only. $45 for 5 classes 
of March, check or exact cash only, due in full at 
first class. Register in advance: PK Mercado, 315-
9130, volcanoartcenter.org

Strong Seniors Chair Exercise Class, Friday, 10-
11a.m., Volcano Art Center. Equipment provided. 
Bring water and towel, and wear fitness clothing 
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One more Sanctuary Ocean Count takes place during peak 
whale season: March 30, the last Saturday. Ka‘ū locations: 
Kaʻena Point in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, Miloli‘i 
Lookout, Ka Lae Park, and Punalu‘u Black Sand Beach Park. 
Participants tally humpback whale sightings and document 
whale surface behavior during the survey, providing valuable 
data to NOAA. Register at oceancount.org by March 23.

During the count in February, a humpback whale moth-
er was spotted conducting "fluke-up feeding" with her calf, a 
breaching manta ray was seen, as was a pod of dolphins and a 
variety of other species including sea turtles, spinner dolphins, 
Hawaiian monk seals, multiple sea bird species, and more.

Volunteer participants tally humpback sightings and docu-
ment their surface behavior, providing a snapshot of whale activ-
ity. Preliminary sighting data by site location will be available at 
oceancount.org/resources. Additional information will be avail-
able on Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine 
Sanctuary's website at hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov.

Final 2019 Sanctuary
Ocean Whale Count

Volunteer to count humpback whales on Saturday, March 30. NOAA photo



Page 20 March, 2019 The Ka‘ū Calendarwww.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Keeping HealtHy in Ka‘ū
Volume 17, Number 3 March 2019A Journal of Good Health, Food, and Fitness

Calendar, cont. from pg. 19
and shoes. $45 for 5 classes of March, check or 
exact cash only, due in full at first class. Register 
in advance: PK Mercado, 315-9130, volcanoart-
center.org

Daily and Weekly Events and Activities
Ranger Guided Hikes, Sunday, 9:30a.m., Kahuku 

Unit, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Topics 
and destinations vary. nps.gov/havo

Ranger Talk: How It All Started, daily through 
June 30, 9:30a.m. and 3:30p.m., Kīlauea Visitor 
Center. 20-30 minute orientation talk. Free; park 
entrance fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo

Ranger Talk: Life on the Edge, daily through June 
30, 11a.m. and 2p.m., Steaming Bluff Overlook, 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 20-30 minutes 
talk. Free; park entrance fees apply. 985-6011, 
nps.gov/havo

Volcano Farmers Market, Sunday, 6-10a.m., 
Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Hot food, flow-
ers and native plants, local produce, breads, jams, 
beef, coffee, swap meet, and more. EBT welcome. 
967-7800

Free DVD Movie Rentals for OVCA members, 
Free WiFi for all, Monday-Friday, 8-noon, Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033

Lending Library and Children's Library, Mon-
day-Friday, 8:30-noon, Ocean View Community 
Center. 939-7033

Ocean View Nutrition Site and Senior Club 
hosts activities at St. Jude's Church on Mon-
day/Wednesday/Friday from 8:30a.m. and 
provides lunches 11a.m.-12:30p.m. for seniors. 
Donations requested.

Tūtū and Me Traveling Preschool, Monday/
Wednesday, 8:45-10:45a.m., Kauaha‘ao Congre-
gational Church building, Wai‘ōhinu, and Tues-
day/Thursday, 8:30-10:30a.m., Pāhala Commu-
nity Center (temporarily meeting at River of Life 
Church, Pāhala, through March 14). Tuition-free 
for keiki ages 0-5 and their caregivers. 929-8571

Punalu‘u Bake Shop Music Lineup, Richard 
Zazzi Mon, 9a.m.-1p.m.; Gary Cole, aka Foggy 
Wed/Sat, 11a.m.-1p.m.; Uncle Sonny Wed/Sat, 
1-5p.m.; Tui Masaniai Fri, 10a.m.-2p.m.

Ni‘aulani Nature Walks, Monday, 9:30a.m., Vol-
cano Art Center. One-hour nature walk through 
old-growth Hawaiian rainforest. Easy, 1/7-mile 
loop trail. Free; calabash donations welcome. 967-
8222 or volcanoartcenter.org 

Pāhala Senior Center, Monday-Friday, 10:30a.m., 
lunch for residents 60 and older. Julie, 928-3101

Nā‘ālehu Senior Nutrition Center – Hawai‘i 
County Nutrition Program, Monday-Fri, 
10:45a.m., lunch for residents 60 and older, great-
er Nā‘ālehu area. 939-2505

Hawaiian Values Printmaking Class, Monday 
(no holidays), 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Cen-
ter. Uses a collection of donated linoleum block 
prints by Deitrich and Linda Varez. $5 supply fee. 
No registration required. volcanoartcenter.org, 
967-8222

Board Games and Coloring, Monday-Wednesday, 
Friday, 1:30-4:30p.m., Kahuku Park, H.O.V.E. 
For keiki ages 6-14. 929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation

Pāhala Boys and Girls Club, Monday - Friday, 
2-6p.m., Pāhala Community Center. Dolly Kail-
iawa, 756-5285

Taiko Drumming, Monday, 5-7p.m., Wednes-
day, 4-6p.m., Pāhala Hongwanji. Informal group 
instructed by Paul Sakamoto of Puna Taiko. For 

more, call Wayne Kawachi, 937-4773.
Stained Glass Open Studio, Monday , 6-9p.m., 

Volcano Art Center. $10/session or $40/4 ses-
sions - includes a grinder bit. All other materials/
supplies not included. Pre-registration required. 
967-8222

9-Week Confident Parenting Classes, Monday, 
8-10a.m., PARENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. $60/per-
son. All parents and caregivers welcome. Learn 
about effective parenting techniques to strengthen 
family relationships – manage stress and anger, 
learn positive discipline strategies, and more. Call 
ahead to join, or to schedule if unable to make cur-
rent day/time. 333-3460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.
org

Ka‘ū Driver License Office, Tuesday/Wednesday 
by appointment. 854-7214

A Walk in the Past with Dr. Thomas A. Jaggar, 
Tuesday, 10-11a.m., noon-1p.m. and 2-3p.m., 
meet at Kīlauea Visitor Center. Ka‘ū actor-direc-
tor Dick Hershberger dresses in period costume 
as Dr. Jaggar to bring the renowned geologist 
to life on this tour of his tiny lab located below 
Volcano. Space limited; pick up a free ticket at 
Kīlauea Visitor Center front desk day of program. 
Program includes climbing stairs and entering a 
confined space. Supported by the Kīlauea Drama 
Entertainment Network. Free; park entrance fees 
apply. nps.gov/havo 

Family Movie Matinee, Tuesday, 3p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Public Library. Free movies and popcorn. 
939-2442

Read to Me, Tuesday, 3:30-4:30p.m., multi-pur-
pose room, Ka‘ū District Gym. Open to ages 5-12. 
Free. Open registration. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.
gov/pr-recreation

Family History/Geneology Workshops, Tues-
day, 4-6p.m., Nā‘ālehu Mormon Church. Theresa 
Ducret presents free, online workshops. Appoint-
ments at 238-6221.

Basic Computer and Internet Classes, Tuesday, 
5:30 and 6p.m., Pāhala Public and School Library. 
Debbie, 928-2015

Alanon Meeting, Tuesday, 6:30-8p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Hall. Open to the public. 
Meetings are ongoing, self help group supporting 
persons affected by alcoholism. 929-9576, discov-
eryharbour.net

Nā‘ālehu Market, Wednesday/Saturday, 6:30a.m.-
2p.m., Ace Hardware. Produce and locally made 
products.

Ka‘ū Farmers Market, Wednesday, 8a.m.-noon, 
Shaka's Restaurant in Nā‘ālehu. 

Community Bookstore, Wednesday, 10a.m.-3p.m. 
at Kauaha‘ao Church, Wai‘ōhinu. 938-0411

Aloha Wednesday Art Class - Creative Arts at 
Ni‘aulani, 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center. Fo-
cuses on a range of visual art techniques. Supply 
fees vary. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

LEGO Club, Wednesday, drop-in 2-4p.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Library. Recommended for ages 4 and 
up. 939-2442

Restoring Hope Group, Wednesday, 5-7p.m., 
PARENTS Inc. Office, Nā‘ālehu. For families 
with keiki ages ages 3-17. Free, dinner included. 
Registration required. For more info, 333-3460

Game Night, Wednesday, 6:30-9p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Hall. Games and conversa-
tion. Open to the public. Potluck first Wednesday 
each month at 5:30p.m.; bring dish for six. Sheri, 
929-9258

VA Telehealth Medical Services, Thursday, 
8-11:30a.m., Ocean View Community Center. 

Veterans interested call Kona Community Outpa-
tient Clinic at 331-4526. ovcahi.org

Paneurhythmy, Thursday, 9a.m., Kahuku Park. 
Free walking circle dance. Improves health, bal-
ance, and spiritual development. Lisa Shock, 
990-7729

Stewardship of Kīpukapuaulu, Thursday, meet 
9:30a.m., Kīpukapuaulu parking lot, Mauna Loa 
Rd, off Hwy 11 in Park. Remove troublesome 
plants at Kīpukapuaulu. Bring clippers or prun-
ers, sturdy gloves, hat, and water. Wear closed-
toe shoes and clothing that can be permanently 
stained from morning glory sap. Be prepared for 
cool and wet or hot and sunny weather. New vol-
unteers asked to contact Marilyn Nicholson for 
more info: nickem@hawaii.rr.com

Hui ‘Ohana Skills for Life Class, Thursday, 
10a.m.-noon, Ocean View Community Center. 
Free. Sponsored by PARENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. 
Register: Lindsey Miller, 333-3460.

Crafts, Thursday, drop-in all day, 10a.m.-6p.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Public Library. All ages. 939-2442

Ka Lae Quilters, Thursday, 10a.m.-4p.m., Discov-
ery Harbour Community Hall. Open to public, be-
ginners to experienced, bring equipment. Barbara 
Beatty, 929-9072, or Diane Farrar, 939-8720

Craft Day, Thursday, 3:30-4:30p.m., Pāhala Public 
and School Library. Recommended for ages 3 and 
up. 928-2015

Desperately Seeking Serenity, Al-Anon Family 
Groups Mtg., Thursday, 5p.m., St. Jude's Episco-
pal Church in Ocean View. Sandy, 557-9847

Thursday Evening Pottery Drop-In, Thursday, 
6-9p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Vil-
lage. $30/VAC member, $35/non-member. Class 
sized limited, registration required. Erik Wold, 
967-8222

Live Music at South Side Shaka's, Friday, 
Nā‘ālehu. 929-7404

Women, Infant, Children Services, Friday (no holi-
days) at various locations. 965-3030 or 934-3209

Keiki Jiggle Bums, Friday, 8:30-9:30a.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. Discover the joy of ear-
ly learning through song and musical instruments 
For keiki 0-4 years. Nicola, 238-8544, ovcahi.org

Aloha Fridays, Friday, 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art 
Center Gallery. Variable hula art offerings. All 
welcome. Free; donations welcome. Park entrance 
fees apply. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-7565

Family Movie Matinee, Friday, 2-4:30p.m., 
Pāhala Public and School Library. Free movies 
and popcorn. 928-2015

Music Program, Friday, 2p.m., Nā‘ālehu Public 
Library. 939-2442

Ka‘ū ‘Ohana Band Rehearsals, Friday, 4p.m., St. 
Jude's Church in Ocean View. Instruments provid-
ed; no experience necessary. Ka‘ū School of the 
Arts, 854-1540 or info@kauarts.org

Kīlauea Lū‘au Buffet, Friday, 5-8p.m., Crater Rim 
Café, Kīlauea Military Camp. Free Hula Show on 
March 1, 8, and 15, 7-8p.m., Lava Lounge. Buffet: 
$16.25/adult, $8.25/child age 6-11. Park entrance 
fees apply. 967-8356. kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Live Entertainment at Hana Hou Restaurant, 
Friday, 5:30p.m. in Nā‘ālehu. 929-9717

Kahuku Orientation Talk, Friday/Saturday, 
10a.m. and 1p.m., Kahuku Unit Visitor Center 
Station. nps.gov/havo

Live Music, Friday/Saturday, 4-7p.m., Lava Rock 
Café, Volcano Village. Happy Hour 4-6p.m.

Ocean View Farmers Market, Saturday, 7-noon, 
Pōhue Plaza.

Swap Meet at Cooper Center, 2nd and 4th Sat-
urday, 8a.m.-noon, Volcano Village. Handmade 
crafts, jewelry, clothing, crystals, Thai food truck, 
shave ice, bookstore, thrift shop, playground, and 
more. 967-7800

Free Public Shower, Saturday, 9a.m.-2p.m., St. 
Jude's Episcopal Church, 92-8606 Paradise Circle, 
Ocean View. St. Jude's provides a public health 
shower with hot water, soap, shampoo, and clean 
towels, plus a free hot meal, free wifi, and free 
charging for cell phones and computers. 939-7000

Upcoming blood drives will support 
the one in seven people entering the hospi-
tal in Hawaiʻi who will need blood, accord-

ing to Blood Bank Hawaiʻi. A release from 
BBH says only about two percent of people 
donate. “Spring into action and save lives 
in your community by signing up to donate 

Blood Drives Support One 
in Seven Hospitalizations

blood.”
The general requirements to be a blood 

donor are be in good health; 18 years or old-

er, 16 and 17 year old donors with signed 
Blood Bank of Hawaiʻi parent/legal guard-
ian consent; weigh 110 pounds or more - 
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Improved Cardiac Care, Cath Lab Outlook Hopeful
Bills to fund the Cardiac Cath Lab at 

Hilo Medical Center were passed by their 

respective committees in February. Senate 
Bill 911, capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.
aspx?billtype=SBandbillnumber=911and
year=2019, heard Tuesday, Feb. 19 by the 
Senate Ways and Means Committee passed 
with amendments; with eight aye votes, 
zero no votes, and five excused. House 
Bill 527, capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_in-
div.aspx?billtype=HBandbillnumber=527
andyear=2019, heard on Wednesday, Feb. 
20 by the House Committee on Finance 
also passed with amendments; with 11 aye 

votes, zero no votes, and four excused.
Elena Cabatu, Director of Legislative 

Affairs at Hilo Medical 
Center, asks the public 
to testify in favor of the 
bills. Testimony is ac-
cepted up to 24 hours 
before the bills are heard 
by committees. Cabatu 
can be reached at 808-
333-7223 or ecabatu@
hhsc.org. See video, “Im-
proving Cardiac Care 
at Hilo Medical Cen-
ter” at youtube.com/

watch?v=WYXJRHWFhoQ.
The hospital provided this sample 

testimony: “This funding supports Hilo 
Medical Center’s efforts to provide inter-
ventional cardiac care for East Hawaiʻi and 
potentially for all of Hawaiʻi Island. The 
procedure involved in this advanced level 
of cardiac care stops heart attacks in prog-
ress and reduces long term cardiac disabil-
ity. The American College of Cardiology 
recommends interventional cardiac care as 
a best practice for treating heart attacks in 

rural areas like Hawaiʻi Island.
“Hilo Medical Center is well posi-

tioned to provide interventional cardiac care 
as it already has available cardiac imaging 
equipment and software, as well as a cardi-
ology clinic that has space for three cardi-
ologists. The hospital’s cardiology program 
is on track to meeting its goal by the end of 
2019 to provide interventional cardiology 

that will save lives and improve the qual-
ity of life for cardiac patients. The funding 
received in the 2018 legislative session was 
very much appreciated as it was crucial in 
the hospital’s success in recruiting interven-
tional cardiologists. Funding in this second 
phase is essential for Hilo Medical Center 
to continue the momentum in advancing 
heart attack care.”
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Important Hawaiʻi Priorities will be 
secured with the bipartisan passage of the 

ENERGY, sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U

Little Fire Ants Awareness 
Community Meeting

The public is invited to learn about 
Little Fire Ant control and eradication 
at Discovery Harbour Community Hall 
Friday, March 29, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Big Island Invasive Species Commit-
tee, sponsored by Hawaiʻi Tourism and 
Change Happens Foundation, will cover 
how to combat LFA, including how biol-
ogy and behavior affects treatment, how 
to distinguish between products, how to 
use products most effectively, and how 
to work with neighbors for long-term 
control and prevention. BIISC will also 
cover how to receive a free demo day 
with pesticide application for a neigh-
borhood. Franny Kinslow Brewer, 933-
3340, biisc@hawaii.edu.

Natural Resources Management Act Passes U.S. Senate
Natural Resources Management Act, ac-
cording to Sen. Mazie Hirono, who cham-

Natural Resources, cont. pg. 23

pions the measure. The Act passed the U.S. 
Senate in a 92 to 8 vote and goes to the 
House of Representatives for consideration.

Hirono is a member of the Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee and sup-
ports the Act to permanently reauthorize the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund; secure 
resources for Volcano Warning and Moni-
toring; expand conservation stewardship 
opportunities for youth and veterans; and 
make Hawaiʻi eligible for WaterSMART in 
the 2019 Public Lands Package.

 Said Hirono, “Passing the Natural 
Resources Management Act is a great ex-
ample of what the Senate can accomplish 

when we come together on a bipartisan ba-
sis to get things done. As a member of the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, I worked to see that this comprehen-
sive legislation includes many priorities for 
Hawaiʻi – from protecting our state’s water-
sheds and endangered species, to enhanc-
ing our ability to protect communities from 
volcanic eruptions, and honoring those who 
served and sacrificed during World War II.”

Hirono met with representatives of the 
Ala Kahakai Trail Association and Kupu 
Hawaiʻi to discuss their work and how pas-
sage of the Natural Resources Management 
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additional height and weight requirements 
apply for female donors 16-18 years old. 
Bring photo ID with date of birth.

There are seven upcoming blood drives 
in March on Hawaiʻi Island. To schedule an 
appointment or verify drive information, 
call 848-4770 or visit BBH.org. Drives are 
subject to change: LDS Waimea Ward Cul-
trual Hall, Wednesday, March 6, 9:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.; LDS Kona Stake Center Culktural 
Hall, Friday, March 8, 7 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.; 

LDS Hilo Cultural Hall, Monday, March 
18, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Aunty Sally Ka-
leohano’s Luau Hale Main Room, Tuesday, 
March 19, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Wednes-
day, March 20, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Ka-
mehameha Schools Band and Choral Room 
in Keaʻau, Thursday, March 21, 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m.; Legacy Hilo Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center Dining Rooms in Hilo, Fri-
day, March 22, 8:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Follow BloodBankHawaiʻi on Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter for updates 
and info on blood drives.

Sen. Hirono meets with representatives from the Ala Kahakai Trail Association in her office in Wash-
ington, D.C.   Photo from Hirono’s office

Tie Down Roping 
showed Westin Joseph in 
first with a total time of 
128.11 seconds, and Tri-
syn Kalawaia with a total 
of 211.9 seconds.

Wahine Calf Mug-
ging ended with Nahea 
Brenneman and Shannon 
Benevides in first with 
a time of 47 seconds. 
Kassey Hanoa and McK-
ella Akana took second at 
76.82.

Bull Riding saw 
Chance Miranda earn a score of 68.

The 28th Annual Pana’ewa Stampede 
Rodeo will be held Saturday through Mon-

day, Feb. 15 to 17, 2020. For more, see Ha-
waiiRodeoStampede.com.

Rodeo, cont. from pg.16

Unusual events, like Bull Hula, were featured at the 27th annual 
Hawai‘i Horse Owners Pana‘ewa Stampede Rodeo in February.

Photo by Charles McKeand/HawaiiRodeoPhotos.com
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Dramatic stories from the 2018 
Kīlauea eruption are available on Big Is-
land Video News, which documented a pre-
sentation at Volcano Art Center in January. 
Each are about six minutes long, two are 
available at press time.

In Time to Go, Tina Neal, U.S. Geo-
logical Survey Hawaiian Volcano Observa-
tory Scientist-in-Charge, shares her experi-
ence and her emotions as she and her crew 
withstood volcanic violence, eventually 
evacuating HVO headquarters on the rim 
of Kīlauea Caldera in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park.

“Another earthquake rumbles beneath 
me,” she begins her story, describing the 

“billowing, dark ash clouds,” blowing 
away from HVO toward Pāhala.

Neal shares thoughts and actions dur-

ing earthquakes, ash rising some 15,000 
feet high, and collapsing of volcanic walls, 
undermining the foundation of HVO and 
Jaggar Museum, destroying the stability of 
the scientists’ station. The USGS does not 
expect to be able to go back to the iconic 
building.

“Deep down to me, this unfolding 
event is really no surprise. That it is hap-
pening now, on my watch, is truly unex-
pected,” said Neal. See and hear Neal as 
she tells her story at bigislandvideonews.
com/2019/02/10/video-volcano-stories-
tina-neal-time-to-go/.

In his talk, Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Na-
tional Park Ranger Dean Gallagher de-

scribes his moment with 
koaʻe kea, a white-tailed 
tropicbird, which nests 
in Halemaʻumaʻu Crater. 
 He lists off some major 
events of the eruption: 
“May 2nd, Halemaʻumaʻu 
is draining down the 
mountain. May 3rd, fis-
sure one opens up in 
Leilani Estates, followed 
by 23 more fissures. Over 
80,000 recorded earth-
quakes, including the 6.9.” 

 Gallagher shares a personal 
story, which, he says, “resulted in me cry-
ing.” He speaks of going to the very edge 
of the newly deepened Halemaʻumaʻu, 
with its 1,600-foot drop in front of him. 

“And then, she showed up” - the koaʻe 
kea. Gallager says he 
thought of all that hu-
mans have done to the 
koaʻe kea - killing the 
birds for their feathers 
to sell.

He describes the 
look the tropicbird gave 
him as she flew past, 
the call of koaʻe kea 
echoing off the caldera 
walls, and asks the bird, 
“Will some part of you 
please remember me? 
We weren’t all bad.” 
See and hear Gallagher 
as he tells his story at 
bigislandvideonews.
com/2019/01/28/video-
volcano-stories-ranger-

dean-gallagher-and-koae-kea/.

KA PEPA voLCANo
Dramatic Kīlauea Eruption Stories Flow from Hearts and Minds

Kaʻū Desert, Hilina Pali, Halemaʻumaʻu Trails 
Open, Mauna Loa Road Fire Danger Lifted

Tina Neal offers her personal experience of the volcano undermining the foundation of her USGS 
research station at Hawaiian Volcano Observatory. See her presentation at Volcano Art Center. 

Photo from Big Island Video News

Dean Gallagher.  Photo fromBig Island Video News

White-trailed tropicbirds lived at Halemaʻumaʻu throughout last sum-
mer’s eruption, with deep meaning for Park Ranger Dean Gallagher who 
witnessed the quakes and the falling walls of the volcano.  
Image by Dietrich Varez/VAC

Sections of Kaʻū Desert, Hilina Pali, 
and Halemaʻumaʻu Trails, and Mauna Loa 
Road reopened in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Na-
tional Park. The trails were closed last year 
due to impacts from tens of thousands of 
earthquakes that also damaged roads, build-
ings, and other park infrastructure. Mauna 
Loa Road was closed due to fire risks.

A 7.3-mile section of Ka‘ū Desert 
Trail from Highway 11 to the Kaʻaha Trail 
intersection is now open, as is the 4.8-mile 
stretch to the Hilina Pali Overlook. The 
park also repaired and reopened a 0.8-mile 
portion of Halemaʻumaʻu Trail that starts at 
the rainforest summit of Kīlauea near Vol-
cano House, to the steaming caldera floor.

In addition, recent rainfall has doused 
the fire risk on Mauna Loa Road, at least 
for now. The road that leads to the 6,662-
foot Mauna Loa Lookout is now open to 
vehicles. Drivers are reminded to follow all 

speed limits and watch out for other motor-
ists, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

“We are elated to reopen these sections 
of the park to our visitors again,” said Act-

ing Superintendent Laura 
Schuster. “We continue to 
make progress in our re-
covery efforts following the 
historic eruptive and seismic 
activity that happened last 
year and caused us to close 
for more than four months.”

Additional assess-
ments and repairs continue 
at iconic park features that 
sustained serious damage 
from the 60,000 earthquakes 
that shook Kīlauea between 
April 30 and Aug. 4, 2018. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
stay informed by checking 
the park website, nps.gov/
hawaiivolcanoes. 

Guide sign along Kaʻū Desert Trail.   Photo by Jay Robinson
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Experience Volcano Hawaiʻi held a 
meeting in January at Cooper Center to 
bring out ideas on rebuilding the economy 
after last year’s volcanic eruption and earth-
quake disaster. Representatives from the 
County administration and County Council 
attended. Big Island Video News recorded 
the meeting.

 Artist and Volcano Garden Arts owner 
Ira Ono noted that “Our beloved Volcano 
National Park was closed indefinitely. Our 
village economy was decimated and where 

do we go from here? Our unique commu-
nity of scientists, bird people, geologists, 
artists, and business people inspired the 
creation of Experience Volcano Hawaʻi. We 
are a gateway community to the number one 
visitor destination in the state, Hawaiʻi Vol-
canoes National Park. The visitors we host 
in our vacation rentals, bed and breakfasts, 
and other venues, come here in search of 
an authentic experience and that is what we 
offer.”

 One woman asked, “But what can we 

do to keep people up in this area and spend-
ing money up here and supporting this area, 
supporting our artists, supporting our res-
taurants, and supporting all of the people 
who make those things function?”

 Volcano Art Center Executive Director 
Mike Nelson said one need is a “Welcome 
to Volcano Sign. Turn here folks. This is the 
place to be.” He said land has been identi-
fied to place the sign.

 Nelson said, “We are a community of 
artists, a community of persons who have 
been in a position of withdrawal because all 
we heard about was how bad things were 
and things were going down the road and 
it was not what we really wanted to be. The 
key area that we’re working on right now is 
just to get the people to know that Volcano 
is here. We are a great thriving artist com-
munity and we have food and beverage, res-
taurants, hospitality, and accommodations.”

 County Council member Maile David 
said she would like to see more organiza-
tions to come together to work on planning 
the future, including community policing 
organizations. “They have a lot to do with 
this community.” She called the Experience 
Volcano meeting “a good start.”

 Said David, “Being a generational na-
tive, my suggestion would be that in addi-
tion to the art focus, that you include some 
of the native and spiritual community that 
have so much information about this area 
which is basically very important. If you are 
going to educate people who are going to 
come here, it’s a lot more than arts and for-
est. The important part about this place as 
far as I can remember as a child was this 
was a spiritual area and I would like to see 
that continue and incorporated into this 
whole brand new idea. This is a new time in 
our lives and I think we need to move for-
ward with that in mind.”

County Research and Development Di-
rector Diane Ley, herself a Volcano resident, 
talked about resources being brought to the 
Volcano community and the entire island af-
fected by the eruption and earthquakes. She 
said there is much help from state and fed-
eral partners. She mentioned University of 
Hawaiʻi research and marketing. She said 
a disaster risk assessment could help the 
community to plan for the future. “We’re 
here for you. We care for you,” she said. 
 See experiencevolcano.com for more on 
the organization’s outreach.

Experience Volcano Group Reaches for Help to Rebuild

Experience Volcano Hawaiʻi reaches out to visitors and locals to draw them to culture, art, and nature 
experiences in and around Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. Photo from Experience Volcano

County Research and Economic Development Director Diane Ley offered assistance in marketing and 
research.   Photo from Big Island Video News

Act would aid their conservation efforts in 
the state.

Hirono took to the Senate floor to ar-
gue for the impacts of the Natural Resourc-
es Management Act for Hawaiʻi. These 
include:

Permanently reauthorizing the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, which has 
provided nearly $250 million to Hawaiʻi 
conservation efforts over the past 50 years, 
contributing to protection of some of 
Hawaiʻi’s most environmentally important 
public lands. Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park, Haleakalā National Park, Hakalau 
National Wildlife Refuge, and the Ala Ka-
hakai National Historic Trail have all ben-
efitted. It has also provided funding for the 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Cooperative 

Endangered Species Fund, which supports 
efforts to protect the over 500 threatened 
and endangered species in Hawaiʻi, as well 
as the Forest Legacy Program, which has 
protected important forests and watersheds.

Enhancing Volcano Early Warning and 
Monitoring, to improve the nation’s capaci-
ty to monitor and respond to volcanic activ-
ity. This would unify and connect Hawaiian 
Volcano Observatory, which was critical to 
studying and responding to the three month 
long eruption of Kīlauea last year, to the 
other four volcano observatories across the 
nation. It also creates a Volcano Watch Of-
fice that will be operational 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, to provide information 
and awareness of all active volcanoes across 
the country and territories, and establishes a 
grant program for volcano monitoring tech-
nology research and development.

Supporting the 21st Century Con-

Natural Resources, cont. from pg. 21 servation Service Corps, including Kupu 
Hawaiʻi, that educate and inspire youth and 
veterans to become stewards of Hawaiʻi’s 
natural resources. While participants ben-
efit from learning about conservation, sus-
tainability, and responsible management, 
public land managers also benefit from the 
projects that participants undertake, which 
can include trail clearing, invasive species 
removal, or interpretation.

Making Hawaiʻi eligible to participate 
in the Bureau of Reclamation’s WaterS-
MART Program, which allows the Bureau 
to work directly with states, tribes, and local 
organizations as they plan to address water 
supply issues through conservation and re-
use. The WaterSMART Program includes 
funding for grants and projects that address 
water and energy efficiency as well as water 

reuse and recycling.
Renaming World War II Pacific Sites, 

to separate out and rename sites that make 
up the World War II Valor in the Pacific 
National Monument. The USS Arizona, 
USS Utah, USS Oklahoma, six Chief Pet-
ty Officer bungalows on Ford Island, and 
three mooring quays in Battleship Row 
would collectively be designated as Pearl 
Harbor National Memorial. Other compo-
nents of the World War II Valor in the Pa-
cific National Monument located outside 
of Hawaiʻi include Tule Lake in California 
and multiple sites located throughout the 
Aleutian Islands in Alaska. This provision 
renames them as the Tule Lake National 
Monument and the Aleutian Islands World 
War II National Monument, respectively. 
The provision also renames the Honouliuli 
National Monument as the Honouliuli Na-
tional Historic Site.
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