New Hoʻolauleʻa Reignites Quest for Kaʻū Cultural Center
The Prince Kuhio Day Hoʻolauleʻa
is reborn, through the efforts of local nonprofit Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū. Set for
Saturday, March 28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
at Nāʻālehu County Park, the event features Hawaiian music and cultural demos,
hula, crafts, food, and more. The drug- and
alcohol-free event will feature live entertainment from Gene Akamu and G2G, Uncle Sonny & Bro Tui, Braddah Ben, Lori
Lei's Hula Studio, and more. Local personality Kurt Dela Cruz will emcee and several lucky number prizes will be announced

throughout the day.
Hawaiian culture demos and activities, showcasing cultural knowledge of
Kaʻū people and those tied to the area, include lauhala weaving, ti leaf lei making,
waʻa kaulua (double-hull canoe) tours,
kākau (tattoo) artistry, ʻohe kāpala (bamboo stamps), traditional Hawaiian games,
and more.
Travel through time by walking
through a photo exhibit showcasing the
history of Kaʻū, set-up within the Nāʻālehu
Community Center. Hana Laulima Lāhui

O Kaʻū representatives said they intend
this to be like a visit to a mini version of
their proposed Kaʻū Hawaiian Cultural
Center, which has been their goal for the
last 20 years. Visit Hana Laulima's booth
at the hoʻolauleʻa to learn more about the
revival of the Cultural Center project and
membership.
Choose from a variety of ʻono food
including shave ice, korean chicken, roast
pork plates, chili bowls, Kaʻū coffee, Big
Island Candies Crunch Bars, and more.
Cultural Center, pg. 10

Kaweni Ibarra designed the logo for Hana
Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū.
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Park Calls for Pāhala Input on Great Crack Future
The future of the Great Crack in
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, between Pāhala and Volcano, will be the
subject of a talk story meeting. The Park
released a statement saying it wants to
hear from the community and will host
the session on Thursday, March 19 at 5:30
p.m. at Pāhala Plantation House, 96-3209
Maile St.
Pāhala is considered a gateway community to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park. Its future in economic development
and preservation of cultural and historic
sites, and the community itself, are among
the welcome subjects for input at the
meeting as the Park plans for the extent of
public use and management of the nearby
Great Crack.
The Park acquired the 1,951-acre

Great Crack, a geologically rich and rugged area on the remote Southwest Rift
Zone of Kīlauea volcano, in 2018. A
statement from the Park says, "The area is
mostly barren lava rock, with no surface
water, few trees, and little shade, but it is a
superb example of the geologic dynamism
of the area. The Pacific Ocean borders this
exposed, windward shoreline.
"The Park is working to create a
long-term plan for managing the Great
Crack area. It was designated as potential wilderness in 1978 while under private ownership. Over the years, various
commercial developments were proposed
by the previous landowners, including
a space launch facility, but none were
implemented."
Great Crack, pg. 14

Nāhuku, Thurston Lava Tube, reopened after almost two years of closure. During the closure,
long, delicate roots from ‘ōhi‘a trees and large colonies of white microbial matter grew in the tube.
Visitors are urged not to touch the lava tube walls or the roots.
NPS photo/Janice Wei

Thurston Lava Tube Opens 24/7

After being closed for 657 days, Nāhuku, Thurston Lava Tube, reopened 24/7 on
Feb. 21. The popular walk-through lava tube had been closed since May 4, 2018, following the 6.9-magnitude earthquake and four months of destructive eruptive and seismic activity at Kīlauea that caused its summit crater to collapse. Nāhuku will be open 24
hours a day, and will be lit from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Those walking through Thurston must
bring a flashlight and extra batteries if visiting before 8 a.m. or after 8 p.m.
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park Acting Superintendent Rhonda Loh said, "We
are overjoyed that we can again welcome visitors back to Nāhuku. We appreciate the
public's understanding and support during this long road to recovery following the intense volcanic activity of 2018, and urge everyone to be mindful of potential risks when
Thurston, pg. 14

The Great Crack with Mauna Loa in view.

NPS photo/Janice Wei

State Ranch Lands May Go to Dept. of Ag

Transferring state pasture lands from the Department
of Land & Natural Resources to the Department of Agriculture has support from ranchers in Kaʻū and around the
state. Senate Bill 2812 SD1 passed Senate committees and
was transferred into the House in February. Among ranches
Lani Petrie testified
affected in Kaʻū are those with long
about the ranch's
histories of operation by the Crans,
assistance in fire proGalimbas, Wally Andrade, Jerry Egatection and conserving forests around its mi, and Randy Cabral. They all lease
pastures. Photo from their pastures from the DLNR.
Paniolo Hall of Fame
The legislature would trans-

fer management of 93,000 acres of state
owned lands leased for pasture to Department of Agriculture from DLNR. More
than a third of that land is in Kaʻū.
The bill would also add the "care and
production of pasture lands" to the state
law's definition of agricultural activities.
Agriculture would be defined as "care and
production of livestock, pasture lands, livestock products, poultry, or poultry products, or apiary, horticultural, or floricul-

tural products, or the planting, cultivating,
and harvesting of crops or trees, including
tree farms."
Testimony from the 34,000 acre
Kapāpala Ranch between Pāhala and
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park notes
that its pastures have supported food production for 160 years. "Today the Ranch
provides beef in the equivalence of 3.4
million school lunches per year," writes
Ranch Lands, pg. 12

The South Shore Hawaiʻi Doppler Radar in Kaʻū, which collects critical information for NOAA weather forecasts, FAA
flight management, and the Department of
Defense, received a major upgrade in February. A giant crane lifted the radome from
its pedestal and lowered it to the ground.
A crew from TSS Solutions and Hawaiian Crane replaced the pedestal and lifted
the radome back on its perch in the pasturelands along Kalaʻaiki Road between
Nāʻālehu and Pāhala on the slopes of Mauna Loa.

A message from the National Weather
Service notified the public that on Monday, Feb. 3, the Nāʻālehu Radar "will be
down for an extended period. The outage
involves the replacement of the pedestal or
the stem that holds the antenna dish, and
other associated hardware components. To
get to the pedestal, the protective covering,
or the radome, will be removed first. This
is a labor intensive and delicate process.
At this time, the return-to-service date is
slated for [Saturday] Feb. 22." The Radar
Doppler, pg. 10

King Kamehameha's Golf Ball on the ground for
replacement of its pedestal. Photo by Julia Neal

Kamehameha's Golf Ball Upgraded for Doppler Weather Service
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Kaʻū Coffee Fest Steams Up with Harvest Dinner, Ten Days of Events
fee, with the main course cooked in a
traditional imu (earth oven). Surrounded
by producing coffee trees, and with estate
coffee featured in every course, you can
connect even more deeply with the quality, flavors, and atmosphere that Kaʻū
coffee offers. With cocktails, wine, live
music, and beautiful scenery, this will be

A new event is added to the Kaʻū
Coffee Festival calendar. Entitled Coffee
Farm Harvest Dinner, it will be hosted
by the stewards of Kaʻū Mountain Coffee
Farm in Wood Valley, on Saturday, May
9 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. One of the hosts,
Alla Kostenko, said guests can expect to
"enjoy a bountiful dinner and live music
on a small specialty coffee farm located in
the misty, enchanting Wood Valley.
Each course will feature estate cof-

Chef Ellard Resignato will serve up a special meal
at a new event during Ka‘ū Coffee Festival. See
theculinaryedge.com.

a lovely evening to add to your festival
experience." She also noted that any income above the cost of the dinner will be
donated back to Kaʻū Coffee Festival.
The chosen chef is Ellard Resignato,
who was born in Brooklyn, New York
and grew up on the Jersey Shore. He
first learned to cook from his father, who
taught him dishes from his Italian and
Ukrainian heritage. He came to Hawaiʻi
Coffee Fest, pg. 14

Sign Up, Attend Second Kaʻū Children's Business Fair

Sign up keiki for Kaʻū Children's
Business Fair, to be held Saturday, March
21, 10 a.m. to noon at Pāhala Community
Center. This second annual event features
young entrepreneurs between the ages of
seven and 18. They share their talents by
selling handmade items and services. One
application may be submitted for each
business. Children can sign up for booth
space at no charge. Children working as
a group submit one application that includes each child's information; no more
than three children per business.
The fair started as Acton Children's
Business Fair last year in Kaʻū; it "inspires children to discover their inner entrepreneur." It is "the largest entrepreneurship event for kids in North America,"
according to the website of its organizers.

The one-day market "gives children the
opportunity to showcase their very own
businesses."
Last year, Kaʻū saw keiki participate,
with offerings from hand made signage,
photography of nature and greenhouse
flowers, to jewelry, variously decorated
brands of "slime," food and drink, cookies, and sweet and sour libations. The
venue was River of Life Church in Pāhala.
The program was open to all faiths. Children who presented their products came
from home schooling, Volcano School
of Arts & Sciences, and public schools.
Students ran their own booths, accepting money, with some using Square to
take credit cards. They explained their
ideas, and their execution and pricing, to
customers.
The Kaʻū Children's Business Fair
guidelines are designed to give children
the experience of selling a product or service. Parents of younger children (under
eight years old) may sit in the booth, but
the children should be responsible for set
up, customer interaction, and sales. Parents may aid a child, but the child runs the
business.
The original Acton Children's Business Fair in Austin Texas in 2007 was
founded by Jeff and Laura Sandefer, and
other families who wanted to spark a

sense of wonder and entrepreneurship in
their children. Seven youth entrepreneurs
hosted around 25 attendees. The event
grew over the years to 115 entrepreneurs
and 1,500 attendees at the Acton Children's Business Fair in Austin.
Learn more about participating
at
childrensbusinessfair.org/pahala.

Visit Kaʻū Children's Business Fair's
Facebook event page facebook.com/
KAUCBF. RSVP to the event at facebook.
com/events/925342784527676/.
Text
KAUKIDSFAIR to 31996 for updates and
information (message and data fees may
apply).
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Classical Concert to Support Kaʻū Dryland Forest

The fundraiser for Hoʻomalu Kaʻū,
on Sunday, March 8, will include not only
a concert by esteemed internationally acclaimed musicians. Provided with sales of
tickets will be a copy of the booklet Native
Plants of the Kaʻū Dryland Forest.

The Hawaiʻi International Music Festival concert will be held at Pāhala Plantation House. The concert will feature music
that will celebrate native plants of the Kaʻū
Dryland Forest. Performers will be: Maya
Hoover, Hawaiʻi based Mezzo-Soprano and
Professor at Universityof Hawaiʻi at Mānoa;
Jonathan Korth, Hawaiʻi based Pianist and
Professor at UH-Mānoa; and Joshua Nakazawa, Cellist from Hawaiʻi Symphony.
They will be joined by the three HIMF cofounders: Amy Shoremount-Obra, Internationally Acclaimed Metropolitan Opera
Soprano; Eric Silberger, Internationally Ac-

The Ka‘ū Calendar

claimed Prize-Winning Virutuoso Violinist; and Carlin Ma, Multi-Media Artist and
Pianist. Tickets are $30 and are available
at kauconcert.bpt.me. See himusicfestival.
com for more.
Operations Manager for the festival,
Taylor Yasui, states, "We are excited to showcase the music and
stories of acclaimed international
and local artists, which adds to the
unique and diverse musical landscape we have here in Hawaiʻi.
Each year, HIMF strives to build
upon our mission of presenting
unique interdisciplinary classical
music events and educational outreach programs for the community
of Hawaiʻi."
Hoʻomalu is a community
nonprofit based in Nāʻālehu, committed to protecting archaeological,
cultural, and historical treasures of
Ka‘ū. Its mission statement says
the organization vows "to perpetuate, protect, and conserve the lands,
knowledge, cultures and history of Kaʻū and
its people." This mission statement inspired
the donation of 14.992 acres of land on the
main highway in the Manuka area of the
District of Kaʻū, to the organization in 2011.
The property contains a near-pristine Native
Hawaiian dryland forest and is adjacent to
the State of Hawaiʻi's Manuka Natural Area
Reserve.
Board President Wendy Vance said that
"Believing that education is one of the keys
to involving people in conscientious conservation, this booklet was conceived as a
guide to 15 of the dominant trees, shrubs
and vines in the Hoʻomalu
Kaʻū dryland forest. While
there are many more species
to be found in dryland forests
throughout the islands, this
booklet describes some of the
many plants growing at the
Hoʻomalu site located about
1,800 feet above sea level on
Māmalahoa Highway near
Kaʻū's border with South
Kona. The Hawaiian name,

the scientific name, plant description, Hawaiian medicinal uses, cultural information,
and propagation techniques are included for
each species."
Hoʻomalu was recently awarded stewardship of the Kahua Olohu, the ancient
Makahiki grounds in Nāʻālehu, acquired by
the County of Hawaiʻi through its Public
Access, Open Space, and Natural Resources
Preservation Fund.
An additional 772 acres located in
Kāwala ahupua‘a, Ka‘ū Moku, have been
placed in a Conservation Easement dedicated in perpetuity to agricultural and cultural preservation uses. Hoʻomalu Kaʻū will
co-hold the easement with The Ala Kahakai
Trail Association.
Hoʻomalu's Board of Directors is comprised of: Wendy Scott-Vance, President;
Charmaine Keanu, Vice President; Keoni
Fox, Secretary/Treasurer; Willie Iaukea,
Director; Lehua Lopez-Mau, Director and
Blossom DeSilva, Director.

Japanese School Visits Ka‘ū

Nakaminato High School students said he too traveled to the sister school.
received a warm welcome at sister Kaʻū
Kaʻū students have been raising money
High School in February, with lei, gifts,
and words of friendship. Organizer Myra
Jean Sumida, a Kaʻū
High alumnus, said
the students from Nakaminato stayed in
Kaʻū family homes
for three nights, with
another three nights at
condominiums at Sea
Mountain at Punaluʻu.
The visitors come
from a three-year high
school about 80 miles
north of Tokyo in the
coastal community Sister School sisters from Nakaminato Senior High in Ibaraki Prefecture in
Japan have fun with a Kaʻū High student during a gathering of students,
of Ibaraki Prefecture. administrators, and sponsors. Photo by Julia Neal
Their school has 50
teachers and an enrollment of 500 students. for their trip to Japan through culinary activiTheir visit is designed as a Hawaiʻi Island ties, selling food at community events, and
cultural and educational tour.
seeking donations.
In exchange, 15 Kaʻū High students
The Sister Schools Agreement says that
will visit Japan from May 30 to June 9, to "Kaʻū High School and Pāhala Elementary
be hosted by the
School in the United
students from NakaStates of America and
minato High. Kaʻū
Nakaminato School in
High students, led by
Japan make agreements
teacher Aina Akamu,
for becoming sister
will travel by plane,
schools in order to build
train, and bus. It is
friendship between both
the third year of stuschools.
dent exchange with
"We hope that this
Nakaminato.
agreement strengthens
The exchange
the ties of our friendship
has grown from Na- Calligraphy is a cultural exchange with
more than before, and
Photo by Julia Neal
kaminato students Nakaminato High.
that it does much to prostaying one night to six nights in Kaʻū.
mote a better mutual understanding between
Wayne Kawachi, President of ʻO Kaʻū the United States of America and Japan.
Kākou, one of the sponsoring organizations,
Visitors from Japan, pg. 4
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Stars over Ka‘ū - March 2020
by Lew & Donna Cook

Planets and Exoplanets
What is the bightest star we see in the
sky? If you said "Sirius," then you may be

Constellations and Deep Sky Objects
Due to space limitations, the constellation Coma (COM) otherwise known as
Berenice's Hair was shortened to "B's Hair" on the star
chart. This is a faint constellation but it is rich in galaxies, having over 1,000 galaxies in its supercluster.
Betelgeuse, the star in
the Orion's right shoulder
(the one on your LEFT) continues to be dimmer than
usual. Betelgeuse is a variable star, but this is as dim
as it has been in 170 years
– as long as estimates have
been made. Sometime in the
future, Betelgeuse will explode as an extremely bright
supernova. It will outshine
This is a photo of a very small portion of the Sun's surface. The
everything in the sky except
light-colored centers of these blobs are rising hot centers of the con- the sun and the moon around
vection cells. The gas rises, cools and drifts to the edge of the cells
full moon.
where it sinks. Each cell is on the order of 800 miles across.
Jason and the Argonauts
Credit: NSO/AURA/NSF
ship is on the southern horithinking that I asked "at night." The cor- zon, made up of three constellations: Vela,
rect answer is "the sun!" It continues its the Sail, Puppis the poop deck, and Carina,
low sunspot count, with low numbers of the Keel. There is a star in Carina which is
sunspots in February, continuing its period expected to explode as a supernova. Actuof few or no sunspots. Nevertheless, it is a ally, it is a pair of stars – one with a mass of
fascinating object.
about 30 times the sun's mass and its "big
The Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope brother" that has about 90 times the mass
atop Haleakala was tested in January 2020. of the sun. They loop around one another in
Its images show very detailed photosphere a squashed lemon-shaped orbit every five
surface features. These show up as sim- and a half years. In 1837, it had an upset
mering hot blobs rising to the top of the at- where it brightened to become the secmosphere and then descending when they ond brightest star in the sky, brighter than
cool and sink, over and over again. Here is Canopus.
a detailed small, even tiny, portion of the
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
sun's surface. This telescope is the largest
Date
Sunrise
Sunset
solar telescope in the world, and is named
March
6,
2020
6:37
am
6:28
pm
in honor of the senator from Hawaiʻi.
March 13
6:31 am
6:30 pm
Venus is the "evening star", shining
March 20
6:25 am
6:32 pm
brilliantly in the west after sunset. It sets March 27
6:19 am
6:35 pm
a bit before chart time, 10 p.m. The outer
planets visible are all in Sagittarius. Mars The times of sunrise and sunset are starting
will rise around 2:45 a.m. and Jupiter fol- to change more than last month as the sun
lows just a few minutes later. Saturn will passes through the equinox in Pisces. Equinox is a Latin word meaning "equal night".
rise at 3:20 a.m.
Moon Phases
Date
Moonrise Moonset
First Quarter
March
2, 2020
11:57 am
12:32 am**
Full Moon
March 9
6:56 pm
7:35 am**

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east,
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west,
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here.
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

Last Quarter
March 15
New Moon
March 23
First Quarter
April 1

12:07 am

11:29 pm

6:16 am

6:21 pm

12:26 pm
1:10 am**
**next morning
Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Restaurant schedule:
Closed Mondays
Breakfast & Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM daily
Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM, Thursday
through Sunday
Check for the schedule at imiloahawaii.org. Members are admitted free to the
daily shows.
There is a night show once a month,
when smaller telescopes on Maunakea are
linked to the Planetarium where they show
live shots of individual objects. Call the
Planetarium at (808) 932-8901 for info on
the schedule and ticket availability, prices
and membership costs. Please mention to

The nebula shown in this Hubble Space Telescope
picture is about 40 times the mass of our sun. The
stars in this binary pair are 30 and 90 times the
mass of the sun. The more massive of this star
pair is anticipated to become a supernova within
a short time, astronomically speaking. How soon
is that? Maybe a million years.
Credit: NASA, ESA, N. Smith/University of
Arizona, J. Morse/BoldlyGo Institute

the nice folks at the ticket sales desk where
you got the inspiration to come, and that
you are entitled to the 10 percent kamaʻaina
discount for membership.

Friends
of the Kaʻū Libraries Names New Officers
Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries held its annual meeting in January at

Pāhala Plantation House. During the business meeting, officers for 2020
were elected: Pres. Linda Morgan, VP Debra Lynn Dickerson, Secretary
Sandra Demoruelle, and Treasurer Debbie Wong Yuen.
The group reported that kids with books in their homes have "higher
achievement." Nāʻālehu school library gave away 500 books before winter break, "getting books into the homes." During discussion, a public librarian quipped: "Audio books are a good gateway drug."
Also during the meeting, those in attendance voted to fund the milling of the monkeypod tree which was removed for the Nāʻālehu library
expansion. Idea is to create a monkeypod bench to honor late librarian Lisa
Cabudol and to make other hardwood creations to honor the tree.
Contact Demoruelle, naalehutheatre@yahoo.com or 808-929-9244,
Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries.
Photo by Julia Neal
with questions.
Visitors from Japan, from pg. 3 municate with each other and make further Rune Nakazawa, Ai Tsururta, Nonoka Su"Both schools will make ef- efforts to bring about the development and eyasu, Riara Sugiyama, and Konoka Hagiforts to contribute to friendly rela- happiness of both schools. Both schools will ya. Faculty from Nakaminao traveling with
tionships between the United State make efforts to strengthen the ties of friend- the students are Vice Principal Kazuhiro
of America and Japan. ... will con- ship through mutual visiting of teachers, stu- Shoji, business teachers Masato Naritomi
tinue to exchange materials such dents, and parents, if they have a chance to and Naoyuki Toyama, and English teacher
as letters, works of students, and do so."
Maiko Suzuki.
Students who traveled here from Nakaphotographs or anything that proTo donate, contact Wayne Kawachi of
motes mutual understanding. Both minato Senior High School are: Miho Ka- ʻO Kaʻū Kākou at 808-937-4773.
schools will continue to com- wasaki, Miku Murata, Tomonoshin Shiba,
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Panaʻewa Stampede Kicks It Up with Kaʻū Paniolo

The 28th Hawaiʻi Horse Owners'
Panaʻewa Stampede Rodeo at Panaʻewa
Equestrian Center on the Kaʻū side of Hilo
drew hundreds of paniolo and spectators

saddle making exhibits, and food and craft
booths were open for attendees to enjoy.
Announcers were Al Cabral, JJ Harrison, and Lu Faborito. Rodeo Clowns were

The crowd blurs as a paniola urges her horse to fly through Hilo Equestrian Center.
Photo by Solomon Sanoria

for the three-day President's Day weekend.
Kaʻū paniolo and paniola, competitors
from all over the island, showcased their
skills in a wide variety of events. Rodeo
clowns, cultural and historical displays –
including the Kaʻū Paniolo Display from
Kaʻū Multicultural Society – leather and

JJ Harrison and Rider Kiesner. Andrew
Yanagi and Ty Kauai were the bull fighters. Rodeo Queen was Paige Rapoza. Her
court were Kryslynn Nabarro and Lelana
Arruda.
Competitors from Kaʻū had a good
showing:

The 12th annual ʻO Kaʻū Kākou
Keiki Fishing Tournament drew hundreds
of keiki and their families to the shore of
Punaluʻu Bay on Saturday, Feb. 15. The
catch & release and marine education event
was sponsored by OKK, Department of
Land and Natural Resources Enforcement
Division, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Barbless Circle
Hook Project, Marine Wildlife Program,
County of Hawaiʻi, S. Tokunaga Store in

Hilo, and Suisan Company, Ltd.. Keiki and
their families brought canned items in a
food drive and they received a lunch.
Most Fish went to Rylan Egusa, with
28 caught.
First place for Largest Āholehole went
to Zy Sanchez, second place went to Makamae Parent, and third went to Alakai Baji.
First place for Largest Kupipi went
to Hokulani Cariaga-Pascual and second
went to Derek Higashi.

Denicia Derasin (with Ryan Sanborn)
broke the arena record and took first in
Kane-Wahine Ribbon Mugging.
Ikaika Salmo-Grace won the Novelty
Chute Dogging Event.
Kassey Hanoa (with Westin Joseph)
took first in Kane-Wahine Team Roping.
Kassey Hanoa and McKella Akana
placed first in Wahine Double Mugging.
Lenaia Andrade (with Shannon Benevides) placed second in Wahine Double
Mugging.
Rodney Kuahiwinui and Kalai Llanes
placed second in Kane Double Mugging.
Addie Rose Flores placed third in
Youth Barrel Racing.
Lorilee Lorenzo took fourth in Wahine
Barrel Racing.
Lenaia
Andrade
(with
Kaili
Brenneman) took fourth in Kane-Wahine
Ribbon Mugging.
The top three results from each event
are here:
All Around Cowboy is Trisyn Kalawaia. He took first in Poʻo Wai U, first in

Team Roping. Photo by Solomon Sanoria of Wyrmfyre Productions

Double Mugging with Ethan Awa, first in
Tie Down Roping, second in Steer Wrestling, fourth in Youth Team Roping with
Kelvin Medeiros, fifth in Kane-Wahine
Ribbon Mugging with Kalia Medeiros,
ninth in Open Team Roping with Westin
Joseph, and 15th with Korey Medeiros.
All Around Cowgirl is Lai BertelRodeo, pg. 6

Fish & Release Keiki Contest Draws Hundreds to Punaluʻu Shore

Nearly cloudless skies and a strong breeze accompanies keiki and their families at Punaluʻu Black Sand
Beach during the 12th annual OKK Keiki Fishing Tournament and Canned Food Drive.
Photo by Shalan Crysdale
Zy Sanchez, Largest Āholehole; Chesney-Jo Hara, Largest Hinaleʻa; Rylan Egusa hooked the Most
Fish; Hokulani Cariaga-Pascual, Largest Kupipi; Arabella Ortega, Largest Poʻopaʻa.
Photos by Lee McIntosh

Kaʻū Trojan Wrestlers Head to States

Kaʻū High Wrestling team members
Shawn Beckwith and Luke Watson headed to the state championship on Oʻahu in
February. Watson and Beckwith traveled
to Konawaena on Feb. 8 to compete in the
Big Island Interscholastic Federation wrestling tournament.
Watson had to win at least two matches to qualify for the state champion tournament. Starting off strong, Watson won his
first match. His second match was a loss. In
his third match, Watson triumphed against
a wrestler from Waiakea, in a 23 second
match with a pin. Watson, nick named
Kalo, pounded the third match, earning a
bronze metal for placing 4th in his weight
division.

Watson is mentored this season by
Assistant Coach Duane Pua, aka Mana.
Coaching at his alumni, stated Pua, "has
been an amazing opportunity to mentor
great athletes, let alone mentoring Luke
Watson. Luke has been disciplined, listening on how to strategize and counter
to come out a winner." Coach Pua said he
is very proud of Watson making it this far,
and heading to states. "Go represent Boy.
May you do well on Oʻahu; continue to
make Kaʻū proud."
Beckwith moved with his family from
Kona to Nāʻālehu after his freshman year
at Konawaena. His father, Justin Tooker,
owns South Point Plumbing. His mother,
Jazzmine Beckwith, told The Kaʻū Calendar that Shawn's "favorite part of
playing is winning, and he is excited
because he gets to go to states. He
qualified because not many other
kids were in his weight class. He lost
his first match and won his second at
BIIF, so he would have qualified regardless of wins." She said Shawn's
hobbies are mainly wrestling, and
other sports like soccer and judo. He
owns a dirt bike that he rides "quite
Shawn Beckwith and Luke Watson headed to Oʻahu for
BIIF wrestling states in February. Kaʻū Athletics photos
frequently."
The Ka‘ū Calendar

First place for Largest Poʻopaʻa went
to Arabella Ortega, second went to Kendrick Saplan, and third to Evan Bebeau.
First place for Largest Hinaleʻa went

to Chesney-Jo Hara and second went to
Kaimana Kawaʻauhau-Young.
See more photos at kaunewsbriefs.
blogspot.com.

Makamae Parent, 2nd largest Āholehole; Derek Higashi, 2nd largest Kupipi; Kendrick Saplan,
2nd largest Poʻopaʻa; Kaimana Kawaʻauhau-Young, 2nd largest Hinaleʻa; Alakai Baji, 3rd largest
Āholehole; Evan Bebeau, 3rd largest Poʻopaʻa.
Photos by Lee McIntosh
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH
Rodeo, from pg. 5
mann. She took first in Wahine Breakaway, third in Wahine Double Mugging with Ester Benanua, fifth in KaneWahine Team Roping with Clancy Aku, sixth in Youth
Team Roping with Lilia Keakealani, and seventh in KaneWahine Ribbon Mugging with Kaleo Simmons.
In PoʻoWai U, a traditional paniolo event, Trisyn Kalawaia placed first with a time of 19.09, Kaili Brenneman
placed second at 20.09, and Geoy Purdy placed thirs at
27.72.
In Wahine Barrel Racing, Alohi Blackstead placed
first with a combined time of 54.69, second place was Kalia Medeiros at 57.5, and third was Caithlynn Rae CabralAh Sing at 58.11.
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In Youth Barrel Racing, first place
was taken by Hilinaʻi Gouveia with a
combined time of 57.02, Kylee Ann Holland took second at 61.30, and Addie
Rose Flores took third at 64.69.
In Kane-Wahine Ribbon Mugging,
Ryan Sanborn and Denicia Derasin finished in first at 17.0, Shannon Benevides
and Ty Kauai finished second at 19.15,
and Lenaia Andrade and Kaili Brenneman
finished fourth at 19.32.
In Wahine Double Mugging, Kassey
Hanoa and McKella Akana took first
place in three rounds at a combined time
of 278.25, Shannon Benevides and Lenaia Andrade took second in two rounds
at a combined time of 102.15, and Ester Four off the floor, Denicia Derasin of Ka‘ū races through the stadium.
Benanua and Lai Bertelmann took third in
Photo by Solomon Sanoria of Wyrmfyre Productions
two rounds at a combined time of 126.87.
brie Hashimoto-Llanes took third at 4.94.
In Double Mugging, first was taken
In Tie Down Roping, first place went to Trisyn Kalain 31.25 seconds by Trisyn Kalawaia and Ethan Awa, second in 37.62 by Rodney Kuahiwinui and Kalai Llanes, and waiatook with a combined time of 52.44, second to Kaili
third in 42.56 by Troy Wood and Aki Smith.
In Wahine Breakaway, Lai Bertelmann finished first
with a combined time of 6.91 in three rounds, Kellsea Medeiros in second with a combined 10.62 in two rounds,
and Lauren Santiago in third with a combined 11.7 in two
rounds.
In Kane-Wahine Team Roping, Weston Joseph and
Kassey Hanoa placed first in three rounds with a combined time of 49.72, Aryka Diego and Bobby Boy Maneul
placed second in two rounds at 16.47, and Ethan Awa and
Makayla Awa placed third in tow rounds at 18.19.
In Century Team Roping, first place was taken by
Mac Castillo and Wayne Miranda at a total time of 31.56
in three rounds, second by Mike Smith and Bobby DeMattos at 47.33 in
three rounds, and
third by Wayne
Miranda and Gilbert Smith at 15.82
in two rounds.
In Youth Team
Roping, Kalia Medeiros and Rusty
Wilbur took first
in a combined time
of 18.91 in three
rounds,
Weston
Joseph and Ka- Ka‘ū's McKella Akana urges her mount to fly through Hilo Equestrian Center.
Photo by Solomon Sanoria of Wyrmfyre Productions
lia Medeiros took
second in 14.62 in
two rounds, and Brenneman with 58.63, and Gregg Menino with 64.19.
In Steer Wrestling,
Flaming whips. Photo by Solomon Sanoria Weston Joseph and
Westin
Joseph took
of Wyrmfyre Productions
Bobby Boy Manufirst
at
11.1, Trisyn
el took third at 19.47 in two rounds.
Kalawaia
took second
In Open Team Roping, first place was taken by Jordan
at
12.47,
and
Ty Kauai
Gomes and Dusty Miranda at 12.3, second by Shawn Agutook
third
at
22.95.
iar and Chris Awa at 12.72, and third by Makayla Awa and
In Sheep RidEthan Awa at 13.71.
In Dummy Roping, Saraiya Iranaon took first with a ing, first place went to
time of 4.28, Lucia Miranda took second at 4.47, and Au- Lawaiʻa Martinez at
62, second to
Kauaʻi Pieper
at 59, and
third to Asher
Rai Lyons at
58.
Poʻo Wai U. Photo by Solomon Sanoria
In Calf of Wyrmfyre Productions
Riding,
no
keiki completed the actual ride. Based on the
longest ride of 4.47 seconds, sponsor HHO, Inc.
gave the buckle to Colty Boy Mandaloniz.
In Junior Bulls, Eli Higa finished first with
a 73 score.
The bulls won the Bull Riding competition
– no paniolo could ride their bull.
For more information, contact Nancy Cabral
at 808-937-1004. See HawaiiRodeoStampede.
com.
See more photos at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.
com.
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EvENTs
&
ACTiviTiEs
Kaʻū District Gym Draws Youth Teams, Islandwide
Many youth athletics teams are traveling to Kaʻū for weekend tournaments. The
$20 million Kaʻū District Gym, operated
by the county Department of Parks and
Recreation, was opened to the public in
2016. It serves the community and the public schools on the Pāhala campus. It was
also funded to be the designated disaster
shelter for Kaʻū District.
The fourth annual Miloliʻi-Kaʻū volleyball tournament drew 32 teams from
around the island to the gym in February.
Boys and girls between five and 16 competed. Host of the event is Miloliʻi-Kaʻū

Volleyball Club. The tournament was coordinated by Yolanda Kuahia, of Miloliʻi.
The local club, which helps prepare many
keiki for volleyball in school and college,
is raising travel funds for a mainland competition in June in Phoenix, and a Las Vegas USA Volleyball compeition. To donate,
call Jennifer Shibuya at 333-1167.
Kaʻū District Gym was also filled with
18 youth basketball teams from around
the island for the Hokulele Tournament in
February. Action played on three full size
basketball courts hosting the competition.
Hokulele trains youth from five years of

age through high school.
The club and its tournaments are solely sponsored by
families of the players. To join
the club, register for a tournament, volunteer, and sponsor,
contact Hokulele Basketball
Club President Ravel Kaupu by
text or phone at 808-319-0687.

Check out Nāʻālehu Elementary student artwork at 32nd Annual Young At Art
juried exhibit, on display March 7 through
27, at the East Hawaiʻi Cultural Center
in downtown Hilo. The gallery is open
Tuesday-Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
An opening reception will be held on Saturday, March 7, at 10 a.m. on the EHCC
front lanai.
Works of art were created during the
ʻIke Hawaiʻi Specials classes, a collab-

orative program between Kamehameha
Schools Kealapono kumu and Nāʻālehu Elementary specials teachers. Second graders
submitted a group piece entitled Nā Leo
O Puʻu Kaiholena, which won a Special
Recognition Award. This collaborative
tinfoil relief piece artistically represented
the plants and animals they observed during their field trip to Kaiholena with The
Nature Conservancy and Kealapono in
November.

Third-grader Lia Wilkey won a Juror's
Choice Award for her piece entitled Saving
the Monk Seal. She created this piece as
part of her learning about marine debris in
ʻIke Hawaiʻi Specials class, following an
informative class field trip to Mokupāpapa
Discovery Center with Kealapono and
third-grade teachers.
Other ʻIke Hawaiʻi artists whose works were accepted into the show and

Youth Training is strong with
Hokulele Basketball at Kaʻū
District Gym, with 18 teams from
around the island competing.
Photo by Julia Neal

Nāʻālehu Elementary Enters Young At Art Show

will be on display at EHCC are fourth-graders Deijah Cabanilla-Nogales and Caton
Blanco; third-graders Koko Davis, Lokahi
Kaupu, Melissa Saldana, and Kahinialiʻi
Tayamen; and another second-grade group
art piece.
See photos of the artwork on kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com in March.

2020 Kaʻū Spring Sports Schedule
Girls Softball
Saturday, March 7, 11 a.m., @Waiakea
Wednesday, March 11, 3 p.m., @Konawaena
Saturday, March 14, 11 a.m., host Kealakehe
Tuesday, March 17, 3 p.m., host Pāhoa
Saturday, March 21, 11 a.m., @Keaʻau
Saturday, March 28, 11 a.m., host Hilo
Wednesday, April 8, 3 p.m., @Honokaʻa
Saturday, April 11, 11 a.m., host Kamehameha
Saturday, April 18, 11 a.m., host Kohala
Wednesday, April 22, 3 p.m., host HPA
Wednesday, April 29, 3 p.m., BIIF Div II Semi Finals
Saturday, May 2, BIIF DIV II Finals
Wednesday-Saturday, May 13-16, HHSAA

Boys Baseball
Wednesday, March 4, 3 p.m., host HPA
Saturday, March 7, 1 p.m.. @Waiakea
Tuesday, March 10, 1 p.m., @Konawaena
Saturday, March 14, 1 p.m., host Kealakehe
Wednesday, March 18, 3 p.m., @Pāhoa
Saturday, March 21, 1 p.m., @Keaʻau
Saturday, March 28, 1 p.m., host Hilo
Tuesday. April 7, 3 p.m., @Honokaʻa
Saturday, April 11, 1 p.m., host Kamehameha
Saturday, April 18, 1 p.m., host Kohala
Friday, May, 2 p.m., BIIF DIV II Semi Finals
Saturday, May 2, 2 p.m., BIIF DIV II Finals
Wednesday-Saturday, May 13-16, HHSAA

Boys Volleyball
Wednesday, March, 6 p.m., @Hilo
Tuesday, March 10, 6 p.m., host Makualani
Friday, March 13, 6 p.m., host Konawaena
Tuesday, March 24, 6 p.m., host Kamehameha
Tuesday, March 31, 6 p.m., @Kohala
Thursday, April 2, 6 p.m., host Keaʻau
Tuesday, April 7, 6 p.m., @Honokaʻa
Friday, April 10, 6 p.m., @Ehunui
Friday, April 17, 6 p.m., host Kealakehe
Wednesday, April 22, 6 p.m., @Waiakea
Friday, April 24, 6 p.m., host HPA
Monday, April 27, 6 p.m., BIIF Div II First Round
Tuesday, April 28, 2:30 p.m., BIIF Div II Semi Finals
Wednesday, April 29, 5 p.m., BIIF Div II Finals
Thursday-Saturday, May 7-9, HHSAA on Oʻahu

Judo
Saturday, March 7, 10:30 a.m.. @Kealakehe
Saturday, March 14, 10:30 a.m., @Hilo
Saturday, March 21, 10:30 a.m., @Konawaena
Saturday, March 28, 10:30 a.m., @Waiakea
Saturday, April 4, 10:30 a.m., @Keaʻau
Saturday, April 11, 10:30 a.m., BIIF at Kona
Saturday, April 18, 10:30 a.m., BIIF at Hilo
Track
Saturday, March 14, 9 a.m., @Waiakea
Saturday, March 21, 2 p.m., @Konawaena
Saturday, March 28, 9 a.m., @Waiakea
Saturday, April 4, 9 a.m., @HPA
Saturday, April 11, 2 p.m., @Keaʻau
Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m., @Keaʻau

CLAssiFiED

KA`Ū ART GALLERY LOOKING FOR LOCAL ARTISTS. Call 808-937-1840
Churches Sell Truck to Raise Funds - Holy Rosary Church of Pāhala and Sacred Heart

Church of Nā`ālehu are selling their parish truck, with funds raised from the sale to benefit both
churches. The truck is a great 2016 Nissan Frontier King Cab, 6 cylinder, 2WD automobile. The
churches are asking for $17,500 OBO. Only cash or cashier's check will be accepted. Interested?
Contact the parish secretary Tuesday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. at 928-8208.
MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New
and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property.
Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

The Ka‘ū Calendar
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR

See kaucalendar.com for recurring events.

Mixed Flock Volcano Art Center Exhibit, daily, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. through Sunday, March 29. Features
prints by Margaret Barnaby and pottery by Emily
Herb. Glazing techniques demo Saturday, March 7,
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Tūtū & Me Home Visiting Program is a free service
to Pāhala families with keiki, birth to five years old.
Caregiver support program. Home visits are one hour
in length, two to four times per month, for 12 to 15
visits. Snacks are provided. See pidfoundation.org or
call 808-938-1088.
Girl's Day Headband Craft Registration Deadline,
Monday, March 2. Program Tuesday, March 3, 2:45
p.m. to 3:45 p.m. at Kahuku Park in HOVE. Ages 6 to
12. 929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Hour-Long Lomilomi Massage, Mondays, March
2, 9, 16, and 23, 8:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. at Hawaiʻi
County Economic Opportunity Council, 95-5635
Māmalahoa Hwy in Nāʻālehu. Hui Mālama Ola Nā
ʻŌiwi offers sliding-fee payment scale sessions with
experienced Licensed Massage Therapist and lomilomi practitioner Lehua Hobbs. "Improve circulation,
alleviate muscle pain, and improve your overall wellbeing." Call for appointment, 808-969-9220.
Butterfly Art Project Registration Deadline, Tuesday, March 3. Program Wednesday, March 4, 3 p.m.
to 5 p.m. at Kaʻū District Gym. Ages 5 to 12. 9283102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Byron Haynie Live Country Music, Tuesday, March
3, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., Kīlauea Military Camp's Lava
Lounge in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. No cover charge. KMC open to all authorized patrons and
sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com, 967-8365
Registration for Fundamental Baseball, through
March 4 at Nāʻālehu Community Center, 95-5635
Mamālahoa Hwy. Ages 5 to 8. Program runs Thursday, March 5, 12, and 19, 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Shoes,
gloves, and protective cups required. Richard Karasuda, 939-2510, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
OKK Farmers Market in Nāʻālehu, Wednesdays, 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the future Nāʻālehu Senior Housing
Site. Contact Sue Barnett for vending, 808-345-9374.
Wonders of Watercolor Workshop Series with
Nancy DeLucrezia, Wednesdays, March 4 through
April 22, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Eight-week course designed
for artists already working in watercolor who want
to benefit from constructive feedback, and sharing
of ideas and information, provided by group classes,
to take work to a new level. volcanoartcenter.org,
967-8222
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Register for Free PETFIX Spay and Neuter Clinic
for Cats and Dogs, Thursday and Friday, March 5
and 6, Ocean View Ranchos. Registration: contact
Bridget at (808)990-3548 or petfixbigisland@gmail.
com.
Hula Voices, Thursday, March 5, 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
VAC Gallery. Presents engaging, intimate "talk story"
session with Hawai‘i Island kumu hula. Features Noe
Noe Kekaualua. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Eco-Tour at Shaka Forest Farms with Zach Mermel, Friday, March 6, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Stewardship at the Summit, March 7 and 14, Saturday, and Friday, March 20 and 27, 8:45 a.m. Meet
project leaders Paul and Jane Field at Kīlauea Visitor
Center in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Volunteers help remove invasive, non-native plant species.
Visit nps.gov/havo/planyourvisit/summit_stewardship.htm for planning details.
Mokuhanga: Japanese Woodblock Printing series
with Glenn Yamanoha, four weeks starting Saturday, March 7 through 28, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Mixed Flock Glazing Techniques Demo by Artist
Emily Herb, Saturday, March 7, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Hawaiʻi International Music Festival, Sunday March
8, 6:30 p.m., Pāhala Plantation House. The concert
will feature music that will celebrate native plants
of the Kaʻū Dryland Forest and will raise funds for
Hoʻomalu Kaʻū. Tickets are $30, available at kauconcert.bpt.me. See himusicfestival.com for more and
article on page 3.
Toby Walker Concert, Sunday, March 8, 7 p.m.,
Kīlauea Military Camp's ʻŌhiʻa Room, located in
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. Walker blends
blues, ragtime, country, bluegrass, old-time jazz, and
rock. Tickets $25 by calling (808) 896-4845 or online
bluesbearhawaii.com. KMC is open to all authorized
patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees
apply.
Paper Plate Rainbow Craft Registration Deadline,
Tuesday, March 10. Program Wednesday, March 11,
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Kaʻū District Gym. Ages 5 to
12. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Legacy of Magic in Hawai‘i, Tuesday, March 10 at 7
p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. Some of the
world's most famous touring magicians traveled the
world by steamship and performed in Hawai‘i. Some
made Hawai‘i their home, and their legacy lives on today in local talented magicians, slight-of-hand artist,s
and other performers. Join local award-winning magicians Bruce and Jennifer Meyers for an evening of

history, mystery, and magic. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' ongoing After Dark in the Park series.
Spring Flower Wreath Craft Registration, open
Wednesday, March 11 to 18. Program Friday, March
20, 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Kahuku Park in HOVE. Ages
6 to 12. 929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Lomilomi Demonstration, Wednesday, March 11
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai.
Lomilomi is a style of massage that incorporates the
Hawaiian concept of aloha, which means to love,
unify and breathe. Michelle Wall-O'Conner demonstrates the important spiritual components of lomilomi to promote personal harmony. Part of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes' ‘Ike Hana No‘eau "Experience the Skillful
Work" workshops.
Family Reading Night, Wednesday, March 11 from
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Nāʻālehu School Cafeteria. Family reading, make & take activities, snacks provided.
Free.
Family Reading Night, Thursday, March 12 from 6
p.m. to 7 p.m. Ocean View Commnity Center. Family reading, make & take activities, snacks provided.
Free.
Caring for Hawai‘i: How to Make Wise Plant
Choices, Thursday, March 12 at 6:30 p.m. Presentation by Jaya Dupuis teaches distinctions between native, Polynesian-introduced, and invasive plant species. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Community Dance, Friday, March 13, 7 p.m. to 10
p.m., Cooper Center, Volcano Village. Minors allowed with supervision only. Alcohol-free event.
Variety of music. Snacks provided; additional pūpū
welcome. Free. 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org
Kaʻū Plantation Days, Saturday, March 14, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Nāʻālehu Community Center. Organized
by Kaʻū Multicultural Society. Marlene Hapai,
808-557-4540
Pastel On-Site Landscape Painting Workshop with
Patti Pease Johnson, Saturday, March 14, 9 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Zentangle: Enso Circle Techniques with Lois &
Earl Stokes, Saturday, March 14, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Second Saturday in Volcano Village, Saturday, March
14, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monthly event showcases business throughout the village. Volcano Garden Arts will
hold self guided "Secret Garden" tours, with 10% off
in the art gallery, which showcases the works of many
local artists. Special menu selections will be featured
at Café ʻOno, serving lunch daily from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m., closed Mondays. experiencevolcano.com, volcanogardenarts.com, cafeono.net, 808-985-8979
Miranda's Grand Opening of New Kaʻū Coffee
Store, Saturday, March 14 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
mauka side of Hwy 11 between South Point Road and
the Kahuku Section of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park. The event will feature music and hula, ribbon
cutting, tacos, tamales, Miranda Kaʻū Coffee, and
cake. See mirandasfarms.com and article on page 11.
Spring Break, Monday through Friday, March 16
thorough 20.
St. Patrick's Day Buffet, Tuesday, March 17, 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m., Kīlauea Military Camp's Crater Rim Café,
located in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. $24.95
Adults, $13.95 children 6 to11 years old. In-house
guests & military ID holders, 20% discoun. KMC is
open to all authorized patrons and sponsored guests.
Park entrance fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com,
967-8356
Sign Up to Be a Vendor at the Kauahaʻao Congregational Church Fundraising Bazaar by Wednesday, March 18. Event is Saturday, March 21 from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Individuals, schools, clubs, and sports/
athletic groups are invited to be vendors at the "flea
market" that will be located on the church lawn. The
charge for a 10' X 10' space is $10. Vendors are responsible for bringing their own tent, table and chairs,
and if power is needed, generator. Vendors can sell
anything except hot foods or plate lunches. Vendors
must fill out and submit a Vendor Application with
the $10 fee by Wednesday, March 18. Call Debbie
Wong Yuen at 928-8039 for the application.
Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund Kaʻū Clean-Up, Saturday,
March 21. Volunteer spaces are limited; RSVP to kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com.
Kauahaʻao Congregational Church Fundraising
Bazaar, Saturday, March 21 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the corner of Mamālahoa Hwy, Kamaʻoa Road,
and Pinao Street, just above the Wong Yuen Store
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in Waiʻōhinu. Church members will sell kalua pig
and cabbage bowls, and smoked meat bowls, as well
as baked goods, produce, and crafts. Other vendors
will offer more items. For more information, call
928-8039.
Sign Up for and Attend Second Annual Kaʻū Children's Business Fair, Saturday, March 21, 10 a.m. to
noon at Pāhala Community Center. Young entrepreneurs ages seven and 18 share their talents by selling handmade items and services. Learn more about
participating at childrensbusinessfair.org/pahala.
Visit Kaʻū Children's Business Fair's Facebook event
page facebook.com/KAUCBF/. RSVP to the event
at facebook.com/events/925342784527676/. Text
KAUKIDSFAIR to 31996 for updates and information (message and data fees may apply). See article
on page 2.
Writing for Inner Exploration and Life Reflection
Workshop with Tom Peek, Saturday, March 21,
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Improv Comedy Show, Saturday, March 21, 6:30
p.m. Headlined by Keli Semelsberger and Matt Kaye.
A Big Island Comedy Theater showcase. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
Registration for Charades, open Monday-Friday,
March 23-27, for program at Kahuku Park in HOVE
on Tuesday, March 31, 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free.
Teresa Anderson, 929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation
Paper Straw Tulip Craft Registration Deadline,
Tuesday, March 24. Program Wednesday, March 25,
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Kaʻū District Gym. Ages 5 to
12. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
The Third Voyage of Captain James Cook, Tuesday,
March 24 at 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. Captain James Cook once wrote that he intended
to go not only "farther than any man has been before
me, but as far as I think it is possible for a man to
go." Join local guide and historian Rob Kitsell as he
looks closer at the man who was Captain James Cook,
and the fateful third voyage when Cook was killed at
Kealakekua Bay, February 14, 1779. Part of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes' ongoing After Dark in the Park series.
Pū‘ohe Demonstration, Wednesday, March 25 from
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. The
pū‘ohe is a Hawaiian bamboo trumpet with a deep
sound somewhat like a conch shell. Rangers and
Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Association staff share their
knowledge and help you make your own pū‘ohe. Part
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes' ‘Ike Hana No‘eau "Experience
the Skillful Work" workshops.
Gone Country Band Live Country Music, Wednesday, March 25, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., Kīlauea Military
Camp's Lava Lounge in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park. Line dancers will accompany the performance.
$5 cover charge. KMC open to all authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.
kilaueamilitarycamp.com, 967-8365
Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium Closed for Renovation, March 26 to June 30. The visitor center will
remain open. Park films, including Born of Fire, Born
of the Sea, will not be shown. A popular seven-anda-half minute 2018 eruption video will continue to
be shown on a television in the exhibits area, and is
available online for free download.
The Lake at Halemaʻumaʻu Monthly Kahuku Coffee Talk, Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., HVNP Kahuku
Unit Visitor Contact Station. Free. nps.gov/havo
Hawaiian Humpback Whale Marine Sanctuary
Ocean Count, Saturday, March 28, 7:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m., orientation included. Register at oceancount.org. Locations in Kaʻū are: Kaʻena Point in
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, Miloli‘i Lookout,
Ka Lae Park, and Punalu‘u Black Sand Beach Park.
Participants tally humpback whale sightings and document the animals' surface behavior during the survey, which provides a snapshot of humpback whale
activity from the shoreline.
Prince Kuhio Day Hoʻolauleʻa, Saturday, March
28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Nāʻālehu County Park.
Event features Hawaiian music and cultural demos,
hula, crafts, food, and more. Drug- and alcohol-free.
Live entertainment from Gene Akamu and G2G, Uncle Sonny & Bro Tui, Braddah Ben, Lori Lei's Hula
Studio, and more. Local personality Kurt Dela Cruz
will emcee and several lucky number prizes will be
announced throughout the day. Organized by local
non-profit Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū. Membership
$10 per year. Contact Terry Shibuya at 938-3681 or
terrylshibuya@gmail.com; Trini Marques at 928-
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0606 or trinimarques@yahoo.com; or Kupuna Ke.
See article on page 1.
Ocean View Classic Car & Bike Show, Saturday,
March 28, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Owners of classic cars
and bikes are encouraged to register early, as space
is limited. This second annual event, a fundraiser
for Ocean View Community Association, will also
feature food and live music, and prizes for the most
impressive cars and bikes. Contact organizers Dennis Custard at 831-234-7143 or Ron Gall at 808-2177982 to register or for more info.
Forest Work Day, Saturday, March 28, 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. Learn some native plants, help restore a beautiful rainforest, and get some exercise. Tim Tunison
leads. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222
AdvoCATS, Saturday, April 25, 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. Free spay/neuter for
cats. Reserve spot in advance. 895-9283, advocatshawaii.org
Exercise and Meditation
Daily Outdoor Free Play, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Nāʻālehu
Community Center. Ages 5 to 8. 939-2510, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Pāhala Pool Schedule: Adult Lap Swim, daily, 10
a.m. to noon; Public Recreational Swim, Sunday/
Saturday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Monday-Friday, 1 p.m. to
3 p.m. Adult Water Aerobics, Monday/Wednesday/
Friday, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. $20/month by 1st of month.
Closed during national and state holidays. 928-8177,
hawaiicounty.gov/pr-aquatics
Ranger Guided Hikes, Sunday/Saturday, 9:30 a.m.,
Kahuku Unit Visitor Contact Station. Topics and destinations vary. Free. nps.gov/havo
Volcano Insight, Sunday, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Volcano Art Center. Insight (mindfulness) meditation, from
the Buddhist tradition. All are welcome. Donations
accepted. Mary Grace Orr, mgrace.orr@gmail.com
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings: One Day at a
Time Group, Sunday, 4 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., Cooper
Center, Volcano Village; Happy, Joyous and Free
Group, Monday/Thursday, 7 p.m., Saturday, 5 p.m.,
St. Jude's Episcopal Church in Ocean View; Friday
Night BBQ Meeting, Friday, 5 p.m., Wai‘ōhinu (929
-7674); West Hawai‘i Intergroup (329-1212), or Hilo
office (961-6133).
Tai Chi Chuan Yang Long Form 108, Monday/Friday, 7 a.m. to 10 a.m., Discovery Harbour Community Hall. $5 donation. David, 785-6644
Yoga with Emily Catey Weiss, Monday/Wednesday,
7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m., Volcano Art Center. Beginners
and Intermediate. emilycatey@hotmail.com
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Pickleball for Adults, Monday/Tuesday/Thursday,
time TBA, Kahuku Park, HOVE. Paddle required.
Jacquie Woodmansee, 929-7092, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation
Qigong, Monday, 8:30-9:30a.m., Nā‘ālehu Hongwangi, $5; Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., Discovery Harbour, donation; Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 11
a.m., Mark Twain, $7. Beginners welcome. Shary,
929-7647
Niʻaulani Nature Walk, Monday, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30
a.m. Free, guided walks. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.
org
Outdoor Play Equipment and Courts - Open Use,
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday, 1 p.m. to 4:30
p.m., Kahuku Park, HOVE. Balls provided. All ages.
929-9113, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Gentle Senior Yoga, Monday/Wednesday, 2:30 p.m. to
4 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji. Senior price $10 for 10
sessions. Stephanie Pepper, 937-7940
Hula, Monday, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday, 9 a.m. to
11 a.m., St. Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean View.
Classes by Kumu Hannah Uribes. Open to all. Barbara McDonough, 315-8675
Recreation Room and Game Tables, Monday
through Thursday, 3 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.; Friday, 2 p.m.
to 4:15 p.m. at Kaʻū District Gym. Ages 12 and up.
Through March 31. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/
pr-recreation
Recreation Room Fitness Station, Monday through
Thursday, 3 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.; Friday, 2 p.m. to 4:15
p.m. at Kaʻū District Gym. Ages 15 and up. Through
March 31. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Miloliʻi-Kaʻū Volleyball Club, Monday/Wednesday,
3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Kaʻū District Gym. Landa
Kuahuia, 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Pilates Fusion Fitness, Monday/Friday, 4 p.m. to 5
p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Center. All
ages. Exercise by DVD; bring exercise ball and band,
light hand weights, mat. Free with donation of nonperishable food. Judy Knapp, 640-4712
Pilates, Monday, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Volcano Art
Center. Marcia Timboy, 967-8222
Zumba Fitness, Monday/Thursday at 5:30 p.m.; Saturday at 9 a.m., New Hope Christian Fellowship,
Volcano. Certified instructor Linda Fanene, 990-3835
Soto No Michi Aikido, Monday/Wednesday, 6 p.m. to
7 p.m., Pāhala Hongwanji. Adults. Alan Moores, 9280919 or artbyalan2011@gmail.com. aikidokau.com
Pickle Ball for Adults, Monday through Thursday
through March 31, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Kaʻū District
Gym. 928-3102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, Tuesday/Thursday, 8:30 p.m. to 10 a.m., Noa's Island Massage in
rear entrance of Ka‘ū Realty across from Hana Hou.
Arrive 10 minutes early. $10/class or $80 for ten
classes. 756-3183
Yoga, Tuesday/Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., Discovery Harbour Community Hall. Open to the public, all ages, beginner and intermediate. Suzanne,
930-4678
Family Yoga Class, Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.,
PARENTS, Inc., Nā‘ālehu. 3-12 years old and caregivers. All levels. Mat supplies limited. Free. 3333460, lindsey@hawaiiparents.org
Sita Yoga, Tuesday, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m., Cooper Center,
Volcano Village. Bring yoga mat. Donations accepted. All levels. 206-606-3664, Sita Yoga on Facebook
Hokulele Basketball Club, Tuesday/Thursday, 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at Kaʻū District Gym. Ravel Kaupu, 9283102, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Muscle Toning Class, Tuesday, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. Instructor Erin Cole.
Free. ovcahi.org, ovcahawaii@gmail.com, 939-7033
Belly Dance Classes, Tuesday, beginners, 5:30 p.m.;
intermediate, 6:30 p.m. Farasha, 990-3835
IKL Pāhala Karate Class, Tuesday/Friday, intro
class, 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; beginners, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m.; advanced, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m., Pāhala Community Center.
Sensei Francisco Villa, 747-0640,
345-9426, villaf99@yahoo.com
Hula "Werk," through Dec. 3, Tuesday, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Community Center. For adults.
Registration ongoing. 939-2510,
hawaiicounty.gov/departments/
parks-and-recreation/recreation
Zumba, Tuesday, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
Pāhala Community Center. Erin
Cole teaches adults. 928-3102
Yoga in the Park, Wednesday, 8:30
a.m. to 10 a.m., Wai‘ōhinu Park. All
levels. Supported by donation. LaurieBoyle@AlohaTherapies.com
Explore Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes
National
Park,
Wednesday-Sunday, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Free; no Park entrance fees.
Self-guided hike or join rangers on
weekends for two-hour guided trek
at 9:30 a.m.
Senior Yoga Satsang, Wednesday,
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9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., Cooper Center, Volcano Village.
Calabash donations. Debra Serrao, 333-0313
Meditation, Wednesday, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Hongwanji. Velvet Replogle, 936-8989
Youth Soccer, Wednesday, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Nāʻālehu
Community Center. Ages 6 to 12. Shoes required.
939-2510, hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Soto No Michi Aikido - Keiki, Wednesday, 5 p.m.
to 5:45 p.m., Pāhala Hongwanji. Ages 8 to 12. Alan
Moores, 928-0919 or artbyalan2011@gmail.com. aikidokau.com
Hālau Hula O Leionalani - Hula Classes, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., keiki; 6:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m., adult beginners; 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. adult
advanced, Pāhala Community Center. Led by Chum
Hula Debbie Leionalani Ryder. Register by coming to
class or call 649-9334.
Yoga with Ted Pirsig, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
Volcano Art Center. $5 donation suggested. 9678222, volcanoartcenter.org
Paneurhythmy, Thursday, 9 a.m., Kahuku Park. Free
walking circle dance. Lisa Shock, 990-7729.
Hatha Yoga, Thursday, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Ocean View
Community Center. Instructor Erin Cole. Free. ovcahi.org, 939-7033
Yoga with Heather Lewis, Thursday, 5:30 p.m. to 7
p.m., Volcano Art Center. Beginners to intermediate.
$10. volcanoartcenter.org
PiYo Live Classes, Thursday, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., Ka‘ū
District Gym multi-purpose room. Bring mat and water. Shoes optional. Donations welcome. Sara Krosch,
520-389-0620
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Henry ʻOpukahaʻia: Two Hundred Years Praised at Punaluʻu
Henry ʻOpukahaʻia and 200 years of
Christianity in Hawaiʻi were celebrated in
February at Henry ʻOpukahaʻia Memo-

rial Chapel, Hokuloa Church, perched above
Punaluʻu Bay. The celebratory service concluded with a fellowship potluck at Punaluʻu

A celebration of Christianity in Hawaiʻi and the life of Henry ʻOpukahaʻia was at Hokuloa Church
above Punaluʻu Black Sand Beach.
Photo from Kahu Debbie Wong Yuen

crew of the Joseph Gerczak.
Cmdr. Benjamin Gates, Deputy Sector
Commander, Coast Guard Sector Honolulu,
said, "Pending any further developments,
we've suspended the active search for these
men. Suspending a search without a positive
resolution is never easy. Our condolences
go out to the families and friends of James
and Jay." Anyone with information about
the missing fishers that may assist in finding
the fishers is asked to call the Sector Honolulu command center at 808-842-2600.
Hawaiʻi County Dispatch relayed information to the Coast Guard at 7 a.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 13, reporting the two fishers overdue after receiving a report from a
family member at 5:46 a.m. Oyama and Jara
reportedly went fishing at 5 p.m. in street
clothes on Wednesday, Feb. 12 at Whittington Beach Park at Honuʻapo. They were expected back before midnight.

Doppler, from pg. 1
was back online early.
National Weather Service noted that
inclement weather could have delayed the
return-to-service date for the doppler radar
in Kaʻū. However, the dropping of the radome, the replacement of the pedestal and
the lifting of the radome into position went
smoothly, with barely a breeze under misty
skies.
The giant Hawaiian Crane returned
to Hilo to ride a Young Brothers barge to
its home base on Oʻahu and the old pedestal was shipped to the mainland for
refurbishment.
NOAA, FAA, and DOD are cooperating to refurbish and upgrade Doppler sites
around the nation and in foreign countries
where the U.S. operates them. Replacing
the pedestals with refurbished ones and
upgrading the electronics, communications, and other Doppler site components
are expected to give the Doppler units at
least another 20 years of service at a much
lower cost than installing new ones.
Following completion of the renova-

Cultural Center, from pg. 1
Local entrepreneurs will have pop-up
shops displaying wares such as Hawaiian
arts and crafts, jewelry, shirts, and hats.
Learn more about Junior Rangers,
and natural resource management, with
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park rangers;
ways to help free the coast of marine debris with Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund; staying
healthy with state Dept. of Health; native
Hawaiian healthcare with Hui Mālama
Ola Nā ʻŌiwi; ʻōpeʻapeʻa monitoring with
Friends of the Kaʻū Bats; and more.
The organization has adopted a new
logo to symbolize its rejuvenation after a

long hiatus. The revival of the Prince Kuhio
Day Hoʻolauleʻa - five were held annually
until 2000 - was one of its first steps. The
logo was created by Kaʻū High graduate
and local artist Kaweni Ibarra, who is also
a Hana Laulima board member. The logo
color is inspired by ʻaʻaliʻi seed pods, a
strong and resilient plant that is often compared to the people of Kaʻū. The new logo
will be featured on Hana Laulima Lāhui O
Kaʻū t-shirts sold at the hoʻolauleʻa.
Hana Laulima Lāhui O Kaʻū promises
that the Prince Kuhio Day Hoʻolauleʻa will
continue as an annual event.
In addition to Ibarra, newly elect-

Night Fishermen Swept Out
to Sea on Honuʻapo Shoreline
High surf apparently swept two
shore fishermen out to sea on the evening of Wednesday, Feb. 12 at HonuʻapoWhittington Beach Park. The missing men
have been identified as 63-year old James
Oyama, of Nāʻālehu, and 37-year old Jay
Jara, a family friend of the Oyamas. Their
cars and fishing gear were found by responders in the surf zone along the shore.
The National Weather Service had issued a
High Surf Advisory that includes the area.
The search was called off on Saturday,
Feb. 15. Responders conducted 28 separate
searches and covered nearly 1,000 square
nautical miles in their combined effort to
find the two men.
Involved in the search were: Hawaiʻi
County Fire "Chopper 1" crew and ground
teams; Hawaiʻi County Police; Coast Guard
HC-130 Hercules airplane crew; two Coast
Guard MH-65 Dolphin helicopter crews;
four U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific
UH-1 Huey and Cobra helicopter crews;
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Black Sands Beach Park.
Kahu, pastor at Kauahaʻao Congregational Church, Debbie Wong Yuen opened
the service.
Deborah Lee, a descendent of
ʻOpukahaʻia responsible for bringing his
bones back to Hawaiʻi, blessed Marques
Maran of Oʻahu, who read from the Scripture in ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi and English.
Meli Akimseu-Oshiro from Hilo performed a special Christian hula/sign language
dance to Who Am I. Pastor Kaeʻo DeCoite,
of Maui, related the story of 'Opukahaʻia, the
first Christian from Hawaiʻi.
Born in 1792 near Ninole, ʻOpukahaʻia
died on Feb. 17, 1818 in Cornwall, Connecticut, before he had the chance to return
to his homeland to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It was ʻOpukahaʻia who inspired
the American Protestant mission to come
to Hawaiʻi to share the Gospel. On April 4,
1820, the first Mission arrived on the sailing
ship Thaddeus and anchored in Kona.
The ninth American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions group arrived
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Kahu Debbie Wong Yuen opened the service.
Photo from Debbie Wong Yuen

on May 21, 1841, sailing on the Gloucester.
On board was Rev. John Davis Paris, who
founded Kauahaʻao Congregational Church
in Waiʻōhinu in November of 1841.
See the events page for info on the annual fundraising bazaar for Kauahaʻao Congregational Church on Saturday, March 21.

A crew from TSS Solutions removed the old
pedestal and installed the new one along Kaʻalaiki
Road in Kaʻū.
Photo by Julia Neal

tion of the Kaʻū Doppler system, the crews
moved to the Kohala site and on to Doppler
stations on Kauaʻi and Molokaʻi. The Kaʻū
Doppler radar can be seen at radar.weather.
gov/ridge/radar.php?rid=hwa.
ed board members include Lisa Derasin, Kupuna Jessie Ke, president TerryLee Shibuya, vice-president Elizabeth
Naholowaʻa Murph, secretary Nālani
Parlin, and treasurer Kehaulani Ke. Membership is $10 per year. For more information about the hoʻolauleʻa, contact Terry
Shibuya at 938-3681 or terrylshibuya@
gmail.com; Trini Marques at 928-0606 or
trinimarques@yahoo.com; or Kupuna Ke.
Prince Kuhio, 1871-1922, was Hawaiian royalty and a statesman, living
through the annexation of Hawaiʻi to the
U.S. and imprisoned during the kingdom's
Cultural Center, pg. 11
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Hunnay Demello Goes Hollywood for OKK Senior Housing
A Kaʻū hula girl from Ocean View
goes to Hollywood in the newest season of

Hunnay Demello, performing hula as part of
her efforts to help promote fundraising for the
Nā‘ālehu senior housing project.
Photo by Dennis Fujimoto

the NBC television show Little Big Shots.
"Hunnay" Rhyan Faith Anoʻi Demello, who
is on a mission to help raise funds for the
ʻO Kaʻū Kākou senior housing project in
Nāʻālehu, appears in Little Big Shots' fourth
season. The show previewed in February
and Hunnay was scheduled to appear on
Sunday, March 1. The program can be seen
online through NBC.
Hunnay won the solo title at E Mālama
Mau I Ka Hula Festival, competed in a
world dance competition on the mainland,
and performed at last year's Kaʻū Coffee
Festival with the hālau of Bula Akamu,
from the legendary Akamu music family
that mentored many musicians in Pāhala.
In the new Little Big Shots series, host
Melissa McCarthy replaces host Steve Har-

vey. The show's description reads: "The
next generation of remarkable young people
from the United States and all corners of
the globe, show off the impressive talents
that set them apart and share their inspiring
and hilarious stories -- from future heroes,
explorers-in-training and amazing artists
to kids who have had to overcome incredible obstacles to pursue their dreams -- in
a celebration of the optimism, humor and
resilience of the world's most interesting
kids. Their wisdom and charm go beyond
their years, and their unpredictable reactions
make for laughs and fun for all."
See
Hunnay's
GoFundMe
page to raise money for OKK at
hunnay039s-campaign-for-community.

Hunnay with Aunty Ginny, making brownies for
the OKK fishing tournament in February.
Photo from Mike Tom

Miranda's to Host Grand Opening at New Kaʻū Coffee Store

The new Miranda's Kaʻū Coffee store will hold a grand opening on March 14.
Photo by Alan Ohara

A new store and coffee shop will hold a grand
opening by the Miranda family of Kaʻū Coffee
fame. It will be held Saturday, March 14 from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on the mauka side of Hwy 11 between South Point Road and the Kahuku Section
of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. The event
will feature music and hula, The many roasts of
ribbon cutting, tacos, tama- Miranda's Farms
les, Miranda Kaʻū Coffee, Kaʻū Coffee are
offered to visitors.
and cake.
Photo by Alan Ohara
Berta and Jose Miranda,
along with former Miss Kaʻū Coffee Maria
Miranda, run the new operation with their
family team. Their coffee was the spotlight
of a recent promotion in stores in Taiwan
and has been an award winning coffee in
Hawaiʻi for years. See mirandasfarms.com.

Cultural Center, from pg. 10
overthrow. He served on the first Hawaiian Homes Commission. He was a founder of the Hawaiian Civic Clubs
and served in the U.S.
Congress.
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Food Hub Bill Seeks More Farm to Table Facilities

A Food Hub Pilot Program is making
its way through the 2020 Hawaiʻi Legislature. House Bill 1892, introduced by Kaʻū
Representatives Richard Creagan and Richard Onishi, passed all the hearings in the
House and its companion, Senate Bill 2722
SD1, passed all the hearings in the Senate.
The legislation would require the state
Ranch Lands, from pg. 1
Kapāpala partner Lani Cran Petrie in her
testimony. She testifies that one reason
for favoring Dept. of Ag holding pasture
leases is that it likely would be able to give
more reasonable rents for land producing

Department of Agriculture to establish a
five-year food hub pilot program to increase
access to local food. It would provide for
the award of grant funding by qualified applicants wishing to establish or expand food
hubs.
Food Hubs serve to process locally
produced foods to make them ready for

spreading from one conservation area to
another."
During the August 2018 fire, Kapāpala
Ranch provided water to Division of Forestry & Wildlife and Park fire crews to fill
their pump trucks. The Kapāpala testimony
notes that the "Ranch's bulldozer,
on the fifth day, was actually able
to stop the front of the fire. As a
viable ranching enterprise we have
built, repaired, and maintain an
elaborate water system which has
nearly 100 mile of pipelines covering 34,000 acres (equal in size to
Kahoʻolawe), with three reservoirs
storing a total of ten million galKapāpala Ranch has produced food for 160 years, supportlons of water. Our reservoirs also
ing the aim of food self-sufficiency.
Photo by Julia Neal provide water habitat to the threatfood than would the DLNR where rents are ened nēnē goose, while the miles of pipebased on "highest and best use."
lines delivering water also enhance game
Petrie stressed that the Ranch has a bird and other wildlife populations."
role in conservation, by supporting and
The testimony states that, in another
protecting the surrounding forest land cooperative effort with DOFAW in 1990,
through managing fire risk. "In my time Kapāpala Ranch "willingly gave up 1,250
here, there have been three major fires acres of pasture that was better suited for
around the Ranch, two in the National Park native forest."
at the Mauna Loa Strip, and one in the
In addition, says the testimony, the
Kapāpala Forest Reserve. Each fire blazed "Ranch also manages public access to the
over several thousand acres. The Ranch, in Forest Reserves through three entry points.
each case, provided a buffer from the fires Currently there are about 300 requests per
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consumers, with cleaning, sorting, grading
and packaging for market. They can also
manufacture value added foods, like jellies
and jams from local fruits or poi from kalo.
Numerous farmers organizations submitted
testimony in support, including the Hawaiʻi
Ulu Cooperative, which helps growers to
process and sell breadfruit.

SB 2722 SD1. All testimonies for the
Food Hub pilot program were positive and
came from diverse stakeholders including
the Hawaiʻi Farm Bureau, Hawaiʻi Farmers
Union United, state Department of Agriculture, the Ulupono Initiative, and many family farmers and their food hubs.

month which our anDLNR, Case writes,
swering service han"Positive advancement
dles and another 25
in carbon sequestration
per month handled
challenges,
wildlife
directly by us. Along
management, wildfire
with public access
protection, and forest
to the Reserves, we
health concerns can be
also open the Ranch
best managed by the
during Game Bird
Department (DLNR)
Season for three
through mutually benmonths for the hunteficial practices with
ing public."
ranching,
wildlife
According
to
protection, and naPetrie, all of these
tive forest restoration.
cooperative efforts
Mandating the transfer
could continue, while
of these lands to DOA
improving food profor pasture purposes
duction under a lease
will severely underfrom Dept. of Ag. Bill Petrie stops the front of a fire in 2018 using mine the potential for
"We also work on Kapāpala Ranch's bulldozer, pulled out by Kaʻū reforestation and other
maintaining a con- Andreade Contracting.
natural resource proPhoto from Kapāpala Ranch
servation plan, which
tection uses of the land.
protects forests and wildlife, through For these reasons, the Department respectthe federal Soil & Water Conservation fully urges the Legislature not to pass this
District."
bill, and instead support Senate Bill 2914
Keeping pasture lands owned by the and House Bill 2358 and allow the select
state under management of DLNR was the pasture leases to remain under the Departaim of testimony from DLNR chief Su- ment's management."
zanne Case, who chairs the Board of Land
The Chair of the Board of Agriculture,
& Natural Resources. She gave testimony Phyllis Shimabukuro-Geiser, testified that
to the state Senate in February. Case writes she supports the bill to transfer pasture
that DLNR desires to keep the leases "be- lands to the Department of Agriculture.
cause of the high natural resource value of
If SB2812 passes, the governor could
certain pasture lands. Some pasture lands veto the bill before it becomes law.
are remnant native forests that have never
been plowed, and contain native and endangered plants and wildlife. They adjoin
or are near forest reserves and, as a result,
have great potential for reforestation, and/
or are important in providing access to other public lands for management, traditional
gathering, and public recreation including
hunting and trails."
She includes a flyer entitled Importance of Pasture Lands to DLNR's Mission
and says that a separate piece of legislation,
Senate Bill 2914, could relieve concerns of
local ranchers who assess that they could
better negotiate their leases with Dept. of
Ag. The legislation would give the DLNR
more latitude in negotiating new leases Endangered nēnē take a swim in Ainapo
with existing ranchers.
Reservior at Kapāpala Ranch.
Photo from Kapāpala Ranch
In her quest to keep the leases with
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Bay Clinic Receives $5.4M for Prevention, Care
Bay Clinic, Inc., which operates
Kaʻū Family Health and Dental Center in
Nāʻālehu and six other Health Centers on
island, is awarded a $5.4 million grant for
the next three years by the federal Health
Resources and Services Administration to
support the primary care services.
Bay Clinic CEO C. Kimo Alameda
said, "Our team worked hard in applying
for this grant and we are humbled to know
that these grant dollars will enable Bay
Clinic to continue providing comprehensive preventive and primary health care
services to the residents of East Hawaiʻi,
regardless of their insurance status or ability to pay. We especially look forward to

working with our community partners in
providing the best services possible for our
patients and their families."
To receive the multi-year grant, Bay
Clinic demonstrated compliance in clinical
staffing, quality assurance, required and
additional health services, key management staff, board authority, board composition, and fiscal management.
The grant comes from HRSA's Service Area Competition program, and was
received through the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. "The SAC
funding ensures continued access to affordable, quality primary health care services for communities and vulnerable

populations currently served by the Health
Center Program," Alameda stated.
As the sole Federally Qualified Health
Center in East Hawaiʻi, Bay Clinic first
opened its doors in March 1983. Over
their 38 year history, the administration
started at their humble beginnings in the
Kukuau Plaza, followed by moving to the
Hilo Lagoon, Keaukaha, and Haili Street.
Now, the Bay Clinic Administration Building sits at its current site, in the heart of
Hilo at 450 Kīlauea Street. Bay Clinic has
since expanded to seven Health Centers
and acquired a Mobile Health Unit which
provides services in various locations.
See bayclinic.org.

Board of Directors to receive the award.
Sakuma said Kaʻū community members are "very privileged" to have access to the programs
offered by Kaʻū
Rural Health. As as
a young woman, Sakuma took took part
in the programs. "I
gained many handson
experiences.
Having the opportunities I had
while in high
school opened
many doors to
East Kaʻū's state Sen. Russell Ruderman, Sen. Lorraine Jitchaku-Inouye,
me, which helped
Stacyn Sakuma, Jessie Marques, West Kaʻū's state Sen. Dru Kanuha, and
to shape me into
Hilo Sen. Kaialiʻi Kahele.
Photo from Stacyn Sakuma
the person I am
named 2019 Community Stars by the today."
Hawaiʻi state Senate on Wednesday, Feb.
Sakuma participated in:
19. Board member Stacyn Sakuma said the
Nana I Ke Kumu O Kaʻū, with
organization was recognized for "achieve- Kaʻū Community Health Worker Inments that have led to improved access to terns connecting patients with health
health, education, technology, and work- care providers using the HMSA Teleforce development opportunities for the health Kiosk; Kaʻū Emergency Repeople of Kaʻū." Sakuma represented the sponse Academy, where students

receive training and certificates in CPR,
First Responder, Water Safety, and Firefighting; M.A.S.H. Camp, where students
learn about health careers; Huiʻana Internship Program, which provides students
with .5 high school credits for 60 hours of
work; and ALU LIKE Summer Internship
Program and Co-pilot Community Health
Workers Program, where students learn
how to work in healthcare.
"I would like to acknowledge and
thank Aunty Jessie Marques, the driving
Community Star, pg. 15

March 2020

Awards for Kaʻū Rural Health and Jessie Marques
Kaʻū Rural Health Community Association's Board and Jessie Marques were
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Wise Plant Choices, Big Island Comedy Theater Showcase at VAC

Many Volcano Art Center events are on
tap for March, including a Comedy Showcase and a session on the importance of
stewarding native and Polynesian plants in
Hawaiʻi. They will be held at Volcano Art
Center's Niʻaulani campus.
On Thursday, March 12 from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m., is the free class on taking care
of the land, mālama o ka ʻāina, by choosing
plants wisely. A $5 donation is appreciated.
The announcement from VAC asks
"What can we do to help restore some level

of environmental integrity" to Hawaiʻi?
"What we choose to plant in our own backyard has tremendous implications on the
future of Hawaiʻi."
The class, given by Jaya Dupuis, will
teach attendees the distinction between native, Polynesean-introduced, and invasive
species of plants. See hawaiienvironmentalrestoration.org for more.
This evening is part of a once-a-month
Thursday night series at the Volcano Art
Center, focusing on art, Hawaiian cul-

Thurston, from pg. 1
entering any lava tube."
During the eruption, several large rocks
were dislodged from the lava tube's ceiling,
and new cracks appeared. A National Park
Service geomorphologist, a mining engineer,
and other specialists surveyed Nāhuku. They
determined it could be reopened if safety
mitigations were met. Two crack monitors
were installed, and a low-hanging rock is
visibly marked off to prevent head injuries.
Drainage was improved to reduce standing
water on the cave's floor, and the electrical
line to the bathroom was replaced.
The Federal Highway Administration inspected Park roads after the eruption
and determined the parking configuration
at Nāhuku was unsafe and should be addressed. As a result, the stalls perpendicular
to Crater Rim Drive have been eliminated.
There are now 14 stalls parallel to Crater
Rim Drive, plus two accessible stalls and

two stalls for commercial tour vans. Park- Lorrin Thurston, a local newspaper pub- but have disappeared due to souvenir coling is limited to 30 minutes, and there is a lisher and national park advocate. The name lectors. The National Park Service urges
new passenger loading and
the public to "Help protect
unloading area. Visitors can
this incredible resource by not
also park at alternate sites,
touching the walls or delicate
including Devastation Trail
tree root systems hanging
and Kīlauea Iki Overlook.
down. Use only your eyes
During the closure,
and feet to experience the lava
long, delicate roots from
tube – and ears! The scenic
ʻōhiʻa trees that grow on
trail at Nāhuku winds through
top of the lava tube grew
native forest, and endemic
down through the ceiling
birds like ʻapapane, ʻamakihi
to touch the floor in some
and ʻōmaʻo are often heard
areas. There are also large
and seen in this area."
colonies of white microAdditional disaster recovbial matter on the lava tube
ery continues in Hawaiʻi Volwalls. Visitors are urged not
canoes National Park, which
to touch the lava tube walls
sustained significant damage
or the roots. These unique
from the 60,000 earthquakes
Rocks fell from the ceiling and new cracks appeared in Nāhuku during the 2018
natural features have likely eruption.
that shook Kīlauea between
NPS photo/Janice Wei
reappeared due to the abApril 30 and Aug. 4, 2018.
sence of people for more than a year.
Nāhuku, protuberances, possibly refers to See the Park's recovery progress at nps.org/
Nāhuku was discovered in 1913 by lava stalactites that once covered its ceiling, havo.
Coffee Fest, from pg. 2
Island for the first time in 1998 and
trained as a chef in Puna at Kalani Honua
in Kalapana. He has traveled the world,
searching out unique and authentic food
adventures and recipes, and is Host and
Executive Producer of the food and travel web/TV series the Culinary Edge TV.
The chef regularly teaches cooking
classes using many of these recipes at the
Spoon Shop in Kona. He is a full-time
resident of the Big Island and a dedicated
surfer, fisherman, and amateur mechanic.
Visit Chef Ellard Resignato's website at
theculinaryedgetv.com.
Tickets are $75 per person. For more
info, contact Kostenko at alla.kostenko@
gmail.com or 808-731-5409.
The ten days of Kaʻū Coffee Festival
events, May 8 through 17, mark a dozen
years of honoring Kaʻū Coffee farmers
and their community. Activities at farms,
ranches, plantation homes, and rain forest
wrap up with a huge gathering of talent
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ture and environment. The series is intended
to inspire, enhance appreciation of art and
life experience, while fostering community
connections.
On Saturday, March 21, a Big Island
Comedy Theater Showcase will be held at
6:30 p.m. The improv is headlined by Keli
Semelsberger, founder of Big Island Comedy
Theater and Charlotte Comedy Theater, and
Matt Kaye, a comedian, writer, and artist who
also started out in Chicago over 25 years ago.
The hour and a half show will be completely

at the annual Hoʻolauleʻa at Pāhala Community Center and park, with much Kaʻū
Coffee tasting and buying, music, hula, kids
games, and educational, agriculture, food,
and arts and crafts booths. The Hoʻolauleʻa
is followed by a Kaʻū Coffee College day
on Sunday, May 17. While the Hoʻolauleʻa
is free and open to everyone, some other
events require advanced reservations. Here
is the calendar of events:
Pāʻina & Open House at Pāhala Plantation House, Friday, May 8 from 5:30 p.m.
to 9 p.m. The event kicks off festival week
and raises money for the Miss Kaʻū Coffee Scholarship fund, and features a presentation of the Miss Kaʻū Court who reign
over the festival. Admission is free. Meet
the coffee farmers. Taste coffee, enjoy local
foods, music, and hula. Bring a food dish
to share. Make donations for the pageant's
scholarship fund. Formerly the Kaʻū Sugar
Plantation managers home, attendees are
welcome to tour the historic Pāhala Plantation House building and grounds. This
Kaʻū Coffee Festival event is
co-sponsored by Kaʻū Coffee
Growers Cooperative, Pāhala
Plantation Cottages, and The
Kaʻū Calendar newspaper.
Call 808-928-9811 to reserve
a place to stay. No reservations
are required for the event.
Other events follow the
kick-off:
Kaʻū Mountain Hike &
Lunch, Wednesday, May 13,
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Meet at Kaʻū
Coffee Mill, hike in Wood Valley. $45 per person; call 808928-0550 to register.
Kaʻū Valley Farms Tour
& Lunch – Thursday, May 14,
9 a.m. to noon at Kaʻū Valley
Farms Nursery. $40 per per-
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improvised, featuring new students from
Volcano and surrounding areas.
The announcement from VAC states,
"These seasoned performers will take the
audience on an improvised journey of fascinating characters, bizarre happenings, and
intelligent subtext all wrapped up in a sidesplitting bow of comedic hilarity. A not to
be missed Big Island treat."
Tickets are $25 general admission, $20
for VAC Members. Purchase tickets at volcanoartcenter.org or call 808-967-8222.

son, call 808-825-8253 to register.
Kaʻū Coffee & Cattle Day – Friday, May 15, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Aikane
Plantation Coffee Company. $25 per person includes BBQ buffet and hay ride,
call 808-927-2252 to register.
Kaʻū Star Gazing – Friday, May 15,
5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. Meet at Kaʻū Coffee
Mill. $45 per person, call 808-928-0550
to register.
Hoʻolauleʻa – Saturday, May 16, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Pāhala Community Center. Free.
Kaʻū Coffee Experience – Saturday,
May 16, 9:30 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. at Pāhala Community Center.
Free, call 808-929-9550 for info.
Farm and Mill Tours – Saturday,
May 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. from Pāhala
Community Center. $20 per person, call
808-929-9550 to register.
Kaʻū Coffee College – Sunday, May
17, 9 a.m. to noon, Pāhala Community
Center. Free; donations appreciated, call
808-929-9550 for info.
See kaucoffeefestival.com and the
ad on page 16 for more.
Great Crack, from pg. 1
Submit comments via mail or email,
Attention: Superintendent, Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park, P.O. Box 52,
Hawaiʻi National Park, HI 96718. Email
havo_superintendent@nps.gov.
A Park statement says its mission "is
to protect, conserve, and study the volcanic landscapes and associated natural
and cultural resources and processes, and
to facilitate safe public access to active
volcanism, diverse geographic settings,
and wilderness for public education and
enjoyment."
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Candidates File Papers to Represent Ka‘ū in 2020 Elections
Register to vote by Thursday, July 9 for
the Primary, Monday, Oct. 5 for the General
Election. The Primary vote is Saturday, Aug.
8. The General Election is Tuesday, Nov. 3.
Elections for Mayor, County Council,
county Prosecutor, east Kaʻū state Senate
and both of Kaʻū's members in the state
House of Representatives, and Hawaiʻi's
Congressional Delegation, are coming up
quickly. Here are the names of those who
signed up to run by late February and would
represent Kaʻū:
Mayor of Hawaiʻi: Current County
Prosecuting Attorney Mitch Roth, of Hilo;
Bob Fitzgerald, of Kealakekua; Kelly
Greenwell, of Kona; Grayden Haʻi-Kelly, of

Kona; Wendell Kaʻehuʻaeʻa, of Hilo; Mike
Ruggles, of Mountain View; Abolghassem
Sadegh, of Hilo; Tante Urban, of Kona;
and Jiro Yuda, of Hilo. Mayor Harry Kim
had not responded as of paper deadline to
whether or not he will run to keep his seat.
County Council District 6: Incumbent
Maile David of Capt. Cook, and Marie
Burns, of Ocean View.
Hawaiʻi County Prosecuting Attorney:
Jared Auna, of Hilo; Christopher Bridges,
of Hilo; Stephen Fry, of Kona; and Kaden
Waltjen, of Hilo.
State Representative for east Kaʻū,
District 3: Frederick Fogel, Democrat, of
Volcano; and Incumbent Richard Onishi,

Democrat, of Hilo.
State Representative for west Kaʻū,
District 5: Incumbent Richard Creagan,
Democrat, of Nāʻālehu; and Michael Last,
Libertarian, of Nāʻālehu.
State Senator for east Kaʻū, District 2:
Incumbent Russell Ruderman, Democrat, of
Keaʻau.
State Senator for west Kaʻū, District
3: Incumbent Dru Kanuha, Democrat, of
Kona, continues; his seat is not up for election this year.
U.S. House of Representatives, District
2, Incumbent Tulsi Gabbard is not running,

as she is seeking the office of U.S. President.
Running for her seat are: State Sen. Kai Kehele, Democrat, of Hilo; Bart Gottschalk,
Republican, of Ocean View; Ran Meza,
Democrat, of Kona; Robert Rousseau, Republican, of Kona; David Cornejo, Democrat, of rural Oʻahu; Brian Evans, Democrat,
of rural Oʻahu; Raymond Quel, Republican,
of rural Oʻahu; Taylor Smith, Republican,
of rural Oʻahu; and Michelle Tippens, Libertarian, of rural Oʻahu.
Both of Hawaiʻi's U.S. Senators are in
the middle of their terms and will not need
to run this year.

Emergency Grants for Native Hawaiians

Kahiau Community Assistance Program offers emergency financial assistance to
native Hawaiians. This grant funding program, run by The Council for Native Hawaiian
Advancement, provides one-time emergency financial assistance up to $2,000 to Native
Hawaiian beneficiaries facing hardship due to an unexpected crisis. Visit hawaiiancouncil.org/kahiau for more information and to apply.
Community Star, from pg. 13
force behind the programs," said Sakuma.
The programs were instrumental in "shaping and making me into the person I am
today as a Recreation Director."
Sakuma was offered the role of Recreation Director at Yukio Okutsu State Veterans Home in Hilo in 2014, after spending
almost three years as Activity Assistant.
The home is Hawaiʻi's first state home for
those who served in the armed forces.
"Today, I am one of the youngest
Recreation Directors employed by Avalon Health Care." She credited Kaʻū Rural
Health Community Association with developing "many of the skills I enjoy today.

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Being a participant of the Kaʻū Emergency
Response Academy opened my eyes to the
health care field, especially the field of geriatrics. The knowledge I gained, during
my time spent in an ALU LIKE internship
during the summer months in high school,
allowed me the opportunity to volunteer at
Kaʻū Hospital."
Sakuma said she enjoys working with
volunteers "to put on day-to-day activities
for our Veterans, to maintain their quality
of life." Her advice for future generations?
"Take part in any opportunity that is offered to you, and put your heart in everything that you do, and you'll see the success in the end."
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