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Public outreach meetings on stew-
ardship plans for 3,128 Kaʻū Coast 
acres, makai of Ocean View, will be 
held Saturday, March 20 at Ocean View 
Community Center. The land is adjacent 
to Road to the Sea and borders on the 
makai boundaries of the Kona Gardens 

and Kula Kai subdivisions, as well as 
most of Hawaiian Ranchos.

Four one-hour sessions, comprised 
of small groups due to COVID con-
cerns, will be held from 9 a.m. to 2:15 
p.m. Reservations to attend one of the 
meetings, the number of people to be 

that a low price ($831 per acre) made 
it “by far the most cost effective pur-
chase the Legacy Land Conservation 
could make, and would secure a prized 
recreational and natural resource for the 
residents of the Big Island, where rec-
reational resources are generally access-
restricted by private land owners.

“The site contains many high-qual-
ity natural and cultural resources, in-
cluding anchialine ponds, nesting sites 
for the endangered Hawksbill turtle, 

prominent geologic features, one of the 
state’s largest petroglyph fields, a high-
ly complex cave system with endemic 
organisms and unique archaeological 
features. Over 3,127 acres of land, in-
cluding miles of coastline, are relatively 
unchanged since pre-western contact in 
the late 1700s.” 

Numerous individuals supported 
the measure, including Native Hawai-

determined by state and county COVID 
regulations on gatherings, can be made 
by contacting Gabrielle Sham at gabri-
elle@townscapeinc.com or by calling 
808-550-3894.

The County of Hawaiʻi is sponsor-
ing the meetings to help develop the 
Kahuku Coastal Resources Management 
Plan with assistance from planning firm 
Townscape, Inc. The purpose of the in-
person outreach is to gather input on im-
portant cultural and natural resources to 
protect and preserve in the area; create 
a shared vision for the Kahuku Coastal 
property and to identify opportunities to 
best steward these lands and resources, 
says a notice from the County. 

County of Hawaiʻi closed on the 
purchase of the property on Nov. 4,  2016 
after U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service con-
tributed $1,214,000 through a Recovery 
Land Acquisition Grant. The County 
added $764,745 through its Public Ac-
cess, Open Space & Natural Resources 
Preservation Fund, derived from 2 per-
cent of countywide property tax income. 
The state Legacy Land Conservation 
Program provided $621,245.

The property’s shoreline includes 
critical Hawksbill sea turtle breeding 
beaches while the land hosts one of the 
largest fields of Hawaiian archeology in 
the state. 

In a 2012 letter to the state Board 
of Land & Natural Resources, which 
approves Legacy Land funding, Megan 

Lamson, of Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund and 
Ka ʻOhana O Honuʻapo, wrote: “The 
parcel exists in the middle of an 80-mile 
stretch of coastline that has been limited 
to no development. This claim is unheard 
of elsewhere in the state. Protecting this 
parcel is a step toward preserving the in-
valuable natural and cultural resources 
and history that are represented in this 
region.”

In its testimony, Sierra Club stated 

The Road to the Sea property, purchased in 2016 for conservation, will be the subject of community 
meetings on March 20.   Photo from PONC

Preserving petroglyphs is one of the missions of 
conserving thousands of Kahuku Coastal acres.

Photo by Tanya Ibarra

MyFarm has come from Japan to cam-
pus at Kaʻū High School to help design 
and build an enterprise that will inspire 
students to learn many skills, from grow-
ing food to English, math and science. The 
Program Director at Kaʻū High is Aina 
Akamu, who is working with Naoaki Hira-
ta, who arrived from Japan on Feb. 12 and 
spent almost three weeks interacting with 
students, staff and the broader community, 
sharing the MyFarm mission.

With students, staff and community 
helping out, they cleared and prepared land 

on campus, mapped out a farm for aqua-
ponics, hydroponics and more traditional 
methods of growing, and started restoring 
the school's macadamia orchard.

Hirata, Akamu and students vis-
ited many innovative farms on the island. 
Among them are growers of non-GMO 
papayas, Green Point Nurseries' anthur-
iums, hydroponic lettuce and Hawaiian 
Candy Apple bananas. They visited Kaʻū 
High alumni Delvin Navarro's two Kaʻū 
Coffee farms and Kaʻū Valley Farm above 
Nā‘ālehu, hosted by Lloyd Nakano and 

Ralph and Tammy Kaapana. They caught 
up with Hawaiian Earth Products to see 
their soil and mulch operation, after the 
company donated a team and time to help 
prepare the new school garden.

Hirata, Akamu and students met with 
Derek Kurisu, who started the Mountain 
Apple Brand of local grown produce at 
KTA stores and has given numerous cook-
ing and entrepreneurship presentations at 
Kaʻū High. Kurisu has offered to act as an 
advisor on the project and to help students Ka‘ū Valley Farm hosts students and MyFarm. 

Photo from MyFarm

Ka‘ū community members came to-
gether on zoom on Feb. 17 to discuss the 
pending purchase to preserve Kiolakaʻa and 
Manākaʻa lands on the Kaʻū Coast. Millions 
of dollars are tentatively set aside to acquire 
the lands through the state Board of Land & 
Natural Resource’s Legacy Land program 
and County of Hawai‘i’s Two Percent Fund 
run by the Public Access, Open Space & 
Natural Resources Commission. The Trust 
for Public Land has been working on the 
acquisition with community members, in-
cluding the Ala Kahakai Trail Association, 
which would steward the land with assis-
tance from the broader community. TPL pre-
viously helped with successful acquisition of 
Honuʻapo, Kāwā, and Wao Kele O Puna.

However, on Jan. 22, the Board of 
Land & Natural Resources deferred fund-
ing for Kiolakaʻa and Manakaʻa , threaten-
ing to award its Legacy Land Conservation 
Program money to Maui projects. After 

some members of the community testi-
fied against the Kaʻū projects, the BLNR 
gave the applicant Ala Kahakai Trail As-
sociation additional time to reach out to the 
Kaʻū community to determine the extent of 
support here. The next BLNR meeting to 
consider the funding is expected to be on 
March 12 or 25.

In the meantime, the Kiolakaʻa and 
Manākaʻa lands are held by Las Vegas and 
Kamuela owners who plan subdivisions 
and development, should the funding go 
unapproved. The BLNR’s Legacy Land 
program website describes the parcels: 
“Kiolaka‘a: Beginning at Ka‘alu‘alu Bay, 
a popular camping spot, three parcels of 
Kiolaka‘a land cover 1,840 acres, stretch-
ing over four miles inland to the 700-foot 
elevation. Local ranchers hold license 
agreements to graze cattle on portions of 
this property as well as on adjacent lands 
that are also slated for conservation with 
funding from the Legacy Land Conserva-
tion Program.

“Manāka‘a: The 348-acre property is 
an undeveloped coastal parcel just south of 
Nā‘ālehu, where Manāka‘a Fishing Village 
sits on the cliffs overlooking Waikapuna. 
Local ranchers also hold license agree-
ments to graze cattle on portions of this 
property, as well as on adjacent lands that 
are also slated for conservation with fund-
ing from the Legacy Land Conservation 
Program.”

The Ala Kahakai Trail Association 
website says, “Ka‘ū community on Hawai‘i 

Board of Land & Natural Resources will determine whether funding will go to preserve Kiolaka‘a 
lands that reach Ka‘alu‘alu Bay.   Photo from Trust for Public Land

Kahuku Coastal Lands adjacent to Road to the Sea will be the subject of community meetings on Satur-
day, March 20. Register to attend in person.   Photo from PONC.
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A māmaki tea company that sources 
in Wood Valley, Volcano and beyond is 
expanding its national reach. Shaka Tea 
announced in February that it has secured 
a contract from 7-Eleven stores to distrib-
ute across the U.S. mainland. The Shaka 
Tea company describes māmaki as an "an-
cient, adaptogenic superleaf that is only 
found one place in the world: the Hawai-

ian archipelago. With a commitment to the 
health of our customers and the health of 
our ʻāina (land), Shaka Tea is a naturally 
caffeine-free, project non-GMO verified, 
0cal/0g sugar product, supporting sustain-
able agriculture and economic abundance 
in Hawaiʻi."

Shaka Tea co-founder and President 
Bella Hughes told The Ka‘ū Calendar 
this week that her company began with 
māmaki tea from Wood Valley Ranch and 
still sources it from Matt and Andy Dray-
er through their Ancient Valley Growers 
in Wood Valley. Sources also include: 
Hawai‘i Forest Farms in Volcano, Puna 
Chicks in Mountain View, Waiholokui 
Gardens in Puna, Faceplant Farms in HPP,  
and Hawaiʻi ʻUlu Coop in Captain Cook. 
New farmers include Mala Wāhine in 
Ninole and Dragonheart Farms in Hawi. 
The company is based in Hilo.

The Shaka Tea venture was one of the 
subjects of Gov. David Ige's State of the 
State Address in January of 2017. See The 

Māmaki Tea: It Started in Wood Valley, Going Nationwide
Kaʻū News Briefs story at http://kaunews-
briefs.blogspot.com/2017_01_23_ar-
chive.html

This week's announcement describes 
Shaka Tea as "the first line of bottled iced 
teas on the market brewed with sustain-
ably-grown, Hawaiian māmaki leaves," 
and states that Shaka Tea's "award-win-
ning, herbal iced teas support healthy 
hydration and mindfulness without any 
calories, carbs or sugar and are naturally 
caffeine-free." Hughes said the national 
launch in March follows a successful roll-
out in Hawai‘i 7-Eleven stores.

Hughes said, "We are thrilled to be 
available in 7-Eleven stores across the 
country with this new partnership. Grow-
ing with 7-Eleven enables us to reach 
new customers across the country offer-
ing health and wellness through the con-
venience of being available in 7-Eleven. 
Complementing our 7-Eleven debut, we 
will be launching our Shaka Staycation, 
digital wellness campaign."

The Shaka Staycation campaign is 
described as allowing people far from 
Hawai‘i to experience "the Shaka state-
of-mind within reach from your own 
neighborhood," and as helping people 
to experience the lifestyle of places like 
Hawai‘i. "Working with lifestyle ambas-
sadors from Hawaiʻi, Los Angeles, Den-
ver, Phoenix, Austin and New York who 
will take customers beyond the bottle and 
share their best wellness practices, each 
ambassador will film vlog-style content 
following their ideal staycation with tips 

unique to their locale on how to find se-
renity in today's current climate while ad-
venturing close to home – all starting with 
a convenient trip to their neighborhood 
7-Eleven to grab an essential Shaka Tea 
for the 'trip' ahead."

The announcement says that "All 
four, tropical-botanical SKUs, Mango Hi-
biscus, Pineapple Mint, Guava Gingerb-
lossom and Lemon Lokelani Rose will be 
available. Shaka Tea is a clean-label, Proj-
ect Non-GMO Verified tea that is gently 
sweetened with monk fruit."

Shaka Tea was founded in 2016 by 
Oʻahu born and raised Hughes and her hus-
band Harrison Rice. "The company's sup-
ply chain helps restore native ecosystem 
habitat through the planting of māmaki, 
which is the host plant for the Hawai-
ian native and endangered Kamehameha 
pollinator butterfly. Shaka Tea practices 
direct trade, sourcing their sustainably-
grown and hand-harvested māmaki from 
18, small, family farms 
on Hawaiʻi Island," 
says the announcement 
for the national launch 
with 7-Eleven.

Shaka Tea was re-
cently declared 2020 
U.S.A. Taste Champion 
and 2020 U.S.A. Bever-
age Champion by Chefs 
in America; won Best 
Low/No Sugar Drink 
Award in the 2020 In-
noBev Awards present-

ed by Zenith Global; and is the #2 Fastest 
Growing Company in Hawaiʻi by Pacific 
Business News 2020.

It is found in major retailers in the 
US, in Japan and online. To learn more, 
visit www.shakatea.com and follow on In-
stagram @drinkshakatea

Shaka Tea, with its māmaki base, comes in many 
flavors. Photo from Shaka Tea

Shaka Tea got its start with māmaki grown in 
Wood Valley.  Photo from Shaka Tea

The 6.75 megawatt industrial size so-
lar project, planned for 77 acres in makai 
Ocean View, is still before the Public Utili-
ties Commission. The PUC has narrowed 
its investigation into the project being on 
multiple lots between residential homes.

The Shanghai-based SPI company 
bought the project from American inves-
tors who purchased lots throughout the 
community and planned to cover each one 
with wall-to-wall solar farms, and use a 
Feed-In-Tariff incentive program, which, 
at the time, allowed for higher pricing for 
clean energy like solar.

The investigation has been in progress 
since August 2016 when two Ocean View 
residents filed a complaint saying Hawai-
ian Electric was mis-managing the Feed-
In Tariff program when it came to SPI's 
industrial size, 77 acres of solar panels 
that would be installed in residential com-
munities. Eighteen three-acre lots would 
have been used in Ranchos, 20 one-acre 
lots would have been used in Kona South 
and one three acre lot in Kula Kai, At that 
time, the PUC Chairman placed a hold on 
the project pending an investigation of the 

Solar Farms Between Homes 
Still on Tap for Ocean View

complaint.
To support SPI, 

HELCO planned to 
build a new substation on 
land owned by the Ran-
chos Road Maintenance 
Corp. on the west side of 
the Kohala gate. The instal-
lation on each lot and the 
substation would be sur-
rounded by high fences, 
including barbed wire and 
adorned with signage read-
ing “Danger”, “Keep Out” 
and “High Voltage.”

Ocean View residents 
opposing the project said 
they are convinced that so-
lar installations on empty 
lots between their homes 

Solar Farms, pg. 11

HOME IN HOVE
FOR SALE: 2-bedroom,

1-bath on Orchid.
CLOSE TO STORES

For details, please
call Ann 315-2196
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Seeking Input on Stewardship of the County’s Road to the Sea Property 

The County of Hawai‘i, through its Department of Finance, will be conducting community outreach for the Kahuku 
Coastal (also known as Road to the Sea) Resources Management Plan.  The purpose of the outreach is to 1) gather 
input on important cultural and natural resources to preserve and protect in this area, 2) create a shared vision for the 
Road to the Sea property, and 3) identify opportunities to best steward these lands and resources while providing public 
access. 

The County acquired this 3,000+ acre coastal property, makai of Ocean View, in 2016 with funds from the County’s 
Public Access, Open Space and Natural Resources Preservation Commission (PONC) Program, along with funding 
from State and Federal grants. 

Due to public health concerns relating to COVID-19, several small group talk stories will be held in lieu of one general 
public meeting. Four 1-hour sessions will be held at the: Ocean View Community Association Community Center 
(92-8924 Leilani Circle, Ocean View, HI 96737) on Saturday, March 20th between 9:00am to 2:15pm. Each session will 
be limited to the number of people as permitted by State and County regulations.  

Participants must sign-up in advance of the meeting to reserve a space. To sign up for a talk story, please 
contact Gabrielle Sham, Townscape, Inc., via email at gabrielle@townscapeinc.com or call (808) 550-3894. An online 
survey is also available at https://forms.gle/byxPDEvoaLMfRKmA7 for participants to provide comments 

Finishing the replacement of Nīnole 
and Hīlea Vintage Timber Bridges on 
Hwy. 11 near Punalu‘u is expected soon. 
The new Hīlea Bridge, on the Nāʻālehu 
side of Punalu‘u, opened for two-way 
traffic in February as construction wraps 
up. The Nīnole Bridge could be open in 
Spring. Funding comes from the Federal 
Highway Administration and state De-
partment of Transportation.

The new longer, wider single span 
bridges replace the two wooden bridges 
built in 1940 and keep the highway align-
ment. Two-way temporary bypass bridges 
were constructed alongside the old bridg-
es to keep Hwy. 11 traffic going during 
construction.

Once the old bridges are completed, 
temporary bridges will be removed, ac-

cording to the Final Environmental As-
sessment written for the project.

The old Nīnole Bridge was a three-
span, wooden timber bridge 60 feet 

New Hīlea Bridge Opens, Nīnole Bridge to Open Soon

long and 24 feet wide, straddling Nīnole 
Stream that runs through Sea Mountain 
Golf Course. A golf cart path went under 
the bridge near residential homes mauka 
of Punalu‘u. The site is near the intersec-
tion of the residential neighborhood and 
Sea Mountain Resort.

The old Hīlea was a two-span, wood-
en-timber bridge, 41 feet long and 24 
feet wide, located 1.2 miles southwest of 
the Alahaki Road and Nīnole Loop road 
closer to Kāwā. The site is surrounded by 
ranch and conservation lands.

The new Hīlea Bridge is 100 feet 
long and Nīnole Bridge is 65 feet long. 
They both accommodate two 11-foot 
travel lanes, with nine-foot shoulders on 
each side and one-foot, two-inch wide 

metal guardrails on the 
approaches.

The EA says both new 
bridges will improve mobil-
ity for highway users and 
address existing structural 
deficiencies by strengthen-
ing the bridges’ foundations 
and designing their ap-
proaches, decks and railings 
to meet current standards.

According to the EA, 

The new Hīlea Bridge, Nāʻālehu side of Punaluʻu on Hwy 11, is open.  Photo by Bob Martin

The old Nīnole Bridge has been replaced with a 
new bridge that could open in Spring. 

Photo from state Department of Transportation

The bypass is closed and the new Hīlea Bridge built 
by Hawaiian Dredging is open. 

Photo by Bob Martin

A small group of ladies meets Wednesday evenings at Pāhala Hongwanji pounding 
Taiko drums through the pandemic. They learn the rhythm and the art from Taiko sensei 
Paul Sakamoto, of Puna Taiko. He often taught live at Pāhala Hongwanji before the pan-
demic. He returned in February to teach the small, distanced group of students.

With the annual Bon Dance cancelled at Pāhala Hongwanji last August, due to CO-
VID-19 concerns, Sakamoto helped organize a virtual Bon Dance for enthusiasts island-
wide, accompanied by his Taiko drummers. Left to right are Sakamoto, Lois Yokota, 
Myrajean Sumida and Kayo Munnerlyn.           Photo by Julia Neal

Taiko: Pounding Through Pandemic, Gracefully

the old bridges failed to meet structural 
and design standards on state and fed-

eral levels. Their carrying capacity was 27 
to 28 tons, while the minimum standard is 
36 tons. They were also deficient in meet-
ing seismic requirements, says the EA. The 
railings did not meet standards for “barrier 
crashworthiness,” to withstand a car or light 
truck traveling 62 mph, the EA reports.

The EA also says there would be a 
minimum and temporary affect on wildlife 
during construction. The contractor is Ha-
waiian Dredging.
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Stars over Ka‘ū - March 2021 
by Lew & Donna Cook

CLASSIFIED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy 
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown 
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

Follow our blog at http://kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com/

Mars ends February in Taurus (TAU). 
The Perseverance rover landed success-
fully on Mars last month. Jupiter and Sat-
urn are slowly separating after their very 
close approach. Don’t try to look for them 
as they are too close to the sun.
MOON AND SUN
EVENT
Const................... Moon Rise Moon Set
Last Quarter  
Mar.  5 (OPH) .... 12:22 am  12:07 pm
New Moon
Mar. 13 (AQR) ... 6:54 am 6:41 pm
First Quarter 
Mar. 21 (GEM) .. 11:00 am 2:23 am 
(after midnight Tues. am)
Full Moon
Mar. 28 (VIR) .... 6:41 pm 6:47 am  
(the next morning)

The sun is without spots on most days.
Date ....................... Sunrise Sunset
Mar. 5 ................... 6:33 am 6:06 pm
Mar. 12 ................. 6:23 am 6:13 pm
Mar. 19 ............. 6:12 am 6:19 pm
Mar. 26 ............. 6:02 am 6:26 pm
CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP SKY 

OBJECTS
The Virgin (VIR) is rising in the 

east, and the brightest star in VIR, Spica, 
is rising. Other constellations are Gemini 
(GEM), the twins (high in the east), and 

lower we find Leo, the lion. The mighty 
hunter, Orion is midway up in the west. We 
say goodbye with this dramatic shot taken 
by Rick Taft.

The ship of Jason and the Argonauts 
is as high as it will get in our southeastern 
sky at chart time. This ship is composed 
of three constellations: the Keel (CAR), 
the  Poop Deck (PUP) and the Sail (VEL). 
Look for the Southern Cross to rise clear of 
the southern horizon next month!

This intense shot of the Orion nebula was taken 
by Rick Taft. 

A GoFundMe page has been set up for 
Pastor Lance Ako, who showed recovery 
after being flown to Queens Hospital in 
critical condition following 
a head-on collision while rid-
ing an ATV in Ocean View on 
Feb. 17.

His wife, Pastor Pam 
Ako, said their work goes 
on. Family and community 
volunteers are continuing the 
Akos’ free meal service in 
Ocean View, Mondays through Fridays, 
4 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the hardware store 
parking lot. They feed some 200 people a 
day. “We still have a team that continues to 
serve the people. The church has gathered 
together to continue serving. They are also 
meeting in the morning at church to pray. 
The outpouring of love has been a strength 
to my children and me. 

“My children and I have a saying to 
stand on: ‘Pray and Believe only 100% 
Guaranteed! Fighting the Good Fight of 
Faith. Healed!!’ Lance’s saying would be, 
‘Whaaaat A RUSH for Jesus!’”

Pam Ako reported that Lance’s spinal 
injuries are healing and a neck brace has 
been removed.

“His back from top to bot-
tom has much skin removed on 
spine. Need to heal and body 
severely bruised from impact. 
Pray for continued normal 
blood pressure. It goes up and 
down due to trauma and pain. 
Pay for normal brain activity. 
Head to toe. In Jesus Name. 

Only pray and believe. 100 % Guaranteed, 
healed and nothing less.”“Prayers are be-
ing heard,” she said, asking folks to pray 
for “wisdom for doctors and staff. He is re-
ceiving the best care ever from Queens. We 
are very grateful for everyone’s outpouring 
Love and Caring hearts.”

Lance Ako is known as Pastor for 
Hope DIA-mend Church in Ocean View, 
and more broadly for community food 
outreach and his role as Santa Clause in 
parades and Christmas events throughout 
Kaʻū. He and Pam Ako have fostered hun-
dreds of children and taken in many adults 

Pastors Lance & Pam Ako

GoFundMe Page Set up for 
Pastors Lance and Pam Ako

who need shelter. They offer regular church 
services and food programs for Thanksgiv-
ing and other holidays. They lead youth 
camps and accomplish much other social 
services in Kaʻū.

The GoFundMe page has been set up 
by Myya Ching Auld for the medical ex-

penses of Lance Ako. The url is www.go-
fundme.com/f/20ridn7r80

Donations can also be sent through 
Pamela Ako, P.O. Box 6393, Ocean View, 
HI 96737. The Hope DIA-mend Church is 
located at 92-898 Ginger Blossom Lane in 
Ocean View.

Kiolaka‘a, Manāka‘a, from pg. 1

Kiolaka‘a, Manāka‘a, pg. 5

Island has been working for decades to pro-
tect its 80-mile undeveloped coastline, and 
The Trust for Public Land is helping the 
community to achieve its vision. Protecting 
these lands – its near-shore waters, threat-
ened and endangered species, and the cul-
ture and history of its people – will preserve 
a treasured way of life for current and future 
generations.”

The Feb. 17 community zoom meeting 
drew more than 65 persons, including Kaʻū 
residents and those living elsewhere with 
deep community ties. It was hosted by Ala 
Kahakai Trail Association and Trust for Pub-
lic Land.

Conservationist and former county 
Planning Commissioner John Replogle 
opened the meeting and endorsed the Ala 
Kahakai Trail Association. He said, “The 
whole idea of Ala Kahakai is following the 
path of ancestors who walked the path long 
ago. It’s a way for us to preserve what is 
Hawaiʻi - what was Hawaiʻi - and we are re-
ally close to it here in Kaʻū.”

Replogle recalled the late Keolani Ha-
noa, who founded Punalu‘u and Kaʻū Pres-
ervation with her mother, the late Pele Ha-
noa. Replogle said that Keola Hanoa said 
years ago, “Don’t worry, we’re going to 
protect the whole Kaʻū coastline... She was 
so positive. I have never forgotten it. There 
are people not with us anymore and we owe 
it to them to protect the Kaʻū Coast and all 
of Kaʻū.”
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KA‘U SPORTS REPORT

During the pandemic families and 
friends are hiking along the many trails in 
Kaʻū in order to keep in shape and to fill in 
for sports that are still off limits. It can be 
distanced and can be done easily in family 
and friend bubbles, and can often include 
the family dog.

With folks accompanied by more dogs 
on trails, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park 
has come up with protocol that is useful 

on all hiking trails and beaches. Its Bark 
Ranger program was launched in late 
February. A statement from HVNP says 
it "wants dogs and their humans to have 
a pawsitive experience" in the park, while 
keeping people, pets and wildlife safe. The 
new self-guided program BARK stands 
for: Bag your dog’s waste and remove it. 
Always leash your dog. Keep your dog on 

Bark Ranger Hiking Serves as Sport During Pandemic

Bark Ranger Sting and Ranger Dean Gallagher on Mauna Loa Road, as the BARK Ranger program launches in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park.   NPSPhoto/Janice WeiBark Ranger Chunka and her human Jozie Aca-

sio.  NPS Photo/Janice Wei

a six-foot leash 
and under con-
trol at all times. 
Respect wildlife 
- the park is home 
to many native 
species, most no-
tably the State 
Bird of Hawaiʻi, 
the nēnē. Know 
where you can go.

The first step 
to getting a furry 
family member 
Bark-Ranger cer-
tified is to visit 
the bark website, 
watch the new 
video and take the 
BARK pledge. 
Download and 
fill out the Bark 
Ranger certificate, 
bring the certifi-
cate to the park, 
and get it stamped 
by a two-legged 
park ranger at Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. 

The pup is now "a doggone Bark 
Ranger! Need some bone-a-fide bling on 
that collar? Bring your Bark Ranger cer-
tificate to the Hawaiʻi Pacific Parks As-
sociation store. Our non-profit partner 
has Bark Ranger dog tags available for 
purchase ($5.95) and will soon have nifty 
Bark Ranger bandanas. All proceeds sup-

port your park," says the HVNP statement.
Dogs and other pets are not allowed 

in many areas of the park for safety rea-
sons, and for the protection of threatened 
and endangered native species. Bark Rang-
ers and their humans know where they can 
go (always on a leash), including Mauna 
Loa Road and most paved parking areas 
and surrounding curbs, and some areas in 

Kahuku.     
The BARK program recommends, 

“Don’t end up in the dog house, visit the 
website for a complete list of pawsibilites." 
Check the Superintendent’s Compendium 
for exemptions regarding authorized ser-
vice animals. All pets and service animals 
in the park must be leashed at all times. 

Some sports back on campus are 
likely soon. Strategies "for safe reopen-
ing of elementary and secondary schools 
to more in-person learning for the fourth 
quarter," are scheduled for discussion on 
Thursday, March 4, at the Hawai‘i Board 
of Education meeting. The state Depart-
ment of Education will present its plan 
and the BOE could schedule another 
meeting to vote on it.

This time in 2019, Baseball, Softball, 
Boys Volleyball and Track started up in 
March, but were cancelled due to the on-
set of the COVID-18 spread of disease.

Before the pandemic, DOE offered 
20 interscholastic sports each school year 
— from air riflery to wrestling — and 
was launching an intermediate athletics 
program for middle schools. According 
to DOE, "Studies suggest a strong cor-
relation between participating in athletics 
and academic success. Students partici-

pating in extracurricular activities must 
have a minimum 2.0 grade point average, 

and be passing in courses required for 
graduation."

Possible sports, should there be 
enough participants, a venue and a coach 
are: Air Riflery, Baseball, Basketball, 
Bowling, Canoe Paddling, Cheerleading, 
Cross Country, Diving, Golf, Football, 
Judo, Soccer, Softball, Soft Tennis, Surf-
ing, Swimming, Tennis, Track & Field, 
Volleyball, Water Polo and Wrestling

Hawai‘i State Teachers Association 
union President Corey Rosenlee said, 
“HSTA is committed to making sure more 
students can return to face-to-face learn-
ing at our schools safely."  HSTA’s Board 
of Directors meets March 6 to "discuss 
the important factors needed to ensure 
safety for teachers, staff, and students. 
HSTA wants to honor our internal demo-
cratic process and wishes to hear from its 
teacher leaders across the state about their 
concerns before making further public 
comments.”

Sports on the Horizon with More Students Likely on Campus

The Trojan Track team ended its 2020 season early last year with the onset of the pandemic. Sports 
could return sometime this Spring or with the next school year.  Photo from Kaʻū High School Athletics.

Kiolaka‘a, Manāka‘a, from pg. 4

Kiolaka‘a, Manāka‘a, pg. 10

Those who participated said they agreed 
on the following: Protect the Kaʻū coastline 
from development; protect natural resourc-
es, including native plants, springs, anchia-
line ponds, native birds and sea life; protect 
cultural resources, including wahi pana, 
villages, iwi kūpuna, trails, heiau; protect 
subsistence resources and fishing grounds; 
protect agricultural resources, ranching and 
paniolo traditions; balance managed access 
with protecting cultural and natural resourc-
es; provide education and training grounds 
for ‘aina-based education and cultural re-
source management; and support protection 
that enables community-based management 
and stewardship.

Participants also agreed that there are 
areas of concern and non-agreement within 

the community, including: Impact of ranch-
ing on cultural and natural resources; impact 
of managed access on cultural and subsis-
tence activities; and community participa-
tion in decision making and management. 
It was suggested that there could be more 
community meetings, and more in-person 
opportunities to have voices heard. Concern 
focused on how the community could be 
involved in care and management of these 
lands. It was suggested that the Ala Kahakai 
Trail Association board, which includes rep-
resentative of families connected to lands all 
along the trail on the west side of the island, 
from Upolo Point to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes 
National Park, guarantee a person born and 
raised in Kaʻū will sit on its board. 

There were also concerns about po-
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KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH 

Part-time and substitute work is available at Nā‘ālehu Elementa-
ry School. Applicants should have experience working with children, 
preferably during this time of COVID restrictions. Positions include 
a part-time teacher with BA or BS; a para-professional tutor, prefera-
bly with para-professional qualifications/test completion; a substitute 
adult supervisor (on-call only); and a substitute EA (on call only). If 
interested, call 313-4000 by March 5 to schedule an interview.

Work at Nā‘ālehu Elementary

Voices of Kaʻū is a project of Kaʻū 
High & Pāhala Elementary School. 
Vice Principal Jason Britt said that 
student volunteers practiced music for 
the filming and a Nā Leo TV televi-

Voices of Ka‘ū to Document Songs, Stories, Students to Kupuna
sion crew arrived in February to film them, 
along with teachers and staff. He said the 
video should be completed soon. It will 
include interviews with alumni, kūpuna, 
students and staff, as well as the music 

of the students. Backing 
them today alumni musi-
cians Demetrius Oliveira 
and Gene Beck, along 
with Kumu Hula Debbie 
Ryder who helped to pro-
duce the production.

Gene Beck and 
Demetrius Olivieira 
are alumni and mu-
sicians who backed 
the students for the 
filming of Voices of 
Kaʻū.
Photo by Jason Britt

Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary School students 
sang for a new Nā  Leo TV production of Voices 
of Kaʻū.  Photo by Harry McIntosh

Nā‘ālehu Elementary School.    Photo by Bob Martin
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meeting.
Submissions must be on a flat, 11 X 

17-inch paper. Any medium may be used, 
except for three-dimensional renderings, 
and those made with chalk, charcoal or 
oil-based crayon. No computer graphics 
or photographs will be accepted. There is 
no charge to enter. The entry form is avail-
able at www.hawaiidws.org, or by request-
ing through email at dws@hawaiidws.org 
or by calling weekdays at 961-8050. En-
tries can be mailed to or dropped off in 
designated bins at DWS’ offices in Hilo, 
Kona or Waimea, addresses shown on the 
entry form.

Founded in 1949, the Department 
of Water Supply is a semi-autonomous 
agency of the County of Hawai‘i whose 
mission is to provide customers with an 
adequate and continuous supply of safe 
drinking water through the operation of 
its 23 separate water systems.

MyFarm, from pg. 1

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Keiki Water Conservation Contest
A keiki water conservation 

contest is open for applicants. The 
county Department of Water Supply 
announced in February that its Third 
Annual Keiki Water Conservation 
Poster Contest is for students island-
wide, kindergarten through the fifth 
grade. Wednesday, March 31 is the 
deadline to submit an original art-
work expressing this year’s theme 
Do Your Part, Be Water Smart.

The Department of Water Sup-
ply statement says, "The free contest 
aims to highlight the importance of water 
conservation and why drinking water sup-
plies must be protected and preserved. It 
challenges keiki to utilize artistic ways of 
conserving our most precious resource – 
safe drinking water. Conservation ideas, 
including the video Save Water to Help 
the Earth are posted under the Conserva-
tion link at www.hawaiidws.org.

Prizes will be awarded to first and 
second place entrants from each grade 
level K-5, as chosen by a panel of judges, 

for a maxi-
mum total of 
12 winners 
island-wide. 
Winning en-
tries will be 
announced 
at a future 
Water Board 

Quinie Tolumu took third place in the third grade divi-
sion in last year’s Keiki Water Conservation

learn how to create and launch quality food 
products.

The MyFarm team also met with 
Bee Boys Ryan Williamson and Kevin 
O'Conner. Students started a beehive and 

plan to learn regenerative beekeeping. "We 
will eventually establish a safe area for the 
bees in our school farm and help increase 
awareness that living in harmony with bees 
is essential for human life and balance," 
said Akamu.

Hirata said that MyFarm specializes in 
hooking up younger people with Japanese 
Natural Farming. Its core mission is to re-

model farms abandoned as older farmers 
retire and young people move to the cities. 
The approach is to inspire young people, 

who have become very interested in the 
quality of food they consume. Through 
the MyFarm program, they learn that pro-
ducing food can be exciting - much more 
than repetitive labor. They learn to make a 
unique product and bring it to market, de-
veloping horticultural, business and mar-
keting skills. From efficient use of water to 
soil health and creating resistance to pests 
and disease, the MyFarm students learn the 
math and organization it takes to calculate 
costs and manage money, the language 
and computer skills to communicate with 
a team, design, market and deliver a prod-
uct. They also learn such innovations as 
flying drones to manage farms. Hirata said 
the partnership program with Kaʻū High is 
MyFarm's first outside Japan.

Akamu said the MyFarm approach 
squares with the school's efforts to help 
students to learn the math, science and 

Derek Kurisu introduces Ka‘ū High ag students to quality, locally grown Mountain Apple Brand pro-
duce at KTA.   Photo from MyFarm

Students visit an aquaponics farm in Puna, getting ready to make their 
own on the Ka‘ū High School campus.                       Photo from MyFarm

Hawaiian Earth Products hosted Kaʻū High ag 
students to introduce them to making good soil.

Photo from MyFarm

Kaʻū High Farm director ‘Aina Akamu with 
student Nettie Masters, starting a new bee hive 
off campus for the school farm. 

Photo from Bee Boys.

college credit. Students could earn an ag 
certificate by the time they graduate from 
high school, which will put them ahead 
when they start college, said Akamu.

Akamu said he welcomes commu-
nity participation through Kaʻū's wealth 
of skills and resources in agriculture, from 
backyard farmers to those who make a liv-
ing at it.

A community advisory board is un-

derway along with a new Kaʻū High Ag 
Hui Kokua booster organization. Those 
interested in contributing time, knowledge, 
business experience, equipment, supplies, 
skills and enthusiasm are invited to a live 
stream and in person meeting on Saturday, 
April 17 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the 
ag building on campus. It will be followed 
by a workday on the Kaʻū High Farm.

English skills that may 
otherwise seem foreign to 
them. He calls it inquiry 
based, project based, stu-
dent directed learning. It 
invites teachers to inte-
grate their subjects into 
the goals of the students 
and for teachers of differ-
ent subjects to cooperate 
with one another to as-
sist the student. It often 
results in the student and 
teacher learning together, 
side by side, inspiring to 
both, said Akamu.

The program has 
been adopted by the 

school and begins next school year for 
ninth and tenth grade. Also onboard is 
Hawaiʻi Community College, which plans 

to allow students to take ag 
and ag-related classes for 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
See updates at 

www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

IN PERSON 

COLLABORATIONS WITH WOOD is the 
show at Volcano Art Center Gallery in 
Hawai`i Volcanoes National Park, with John 
Mydock and Les Pederson through March 
28. A variety of works on display includes 
hand turned vessels, pyrography and “pearl-
izing”. See the description at https://volcano-
artcenter.org/events/

LEARN MIXED MEDIA ENCAUSTIC skills 
with Mary Milelzcik on Saturday March 10 
at Volcano Art Center's Nia‘ulani Campus. 
See description at https://volcanoartcenter.
org/events/

TAKE A SILK PAINTING with Wax Resist 
Workshop at Volcano Art Center's Nia`ulani 
Campus on March 13. Taught by Patti Pease 
Johnson, dyeing of fabric is an ancient art 
form. See a full description at https://volca-
noartcenter.org/events/

PRACTICE ZENTANGLE on March 20 and 
learn this meditative art form with Dina 
Kageler. See the description at https://volca-
noartcenter.org/events/

GIVE INPUT ON STEWARSHIP OF COUN-
TY LANDS MAKAI OF OCEAN VIEW 
during in-person meetings on Saturday, 
March 20 at Ocean View Community Center. 
See story on Page 1.

STUDY SOFT PASTEL STILL LIFE tech-
niques with Patti Pease Johnson on March 27 
at Volcano Art Center Nia‘ulani Campus. See 
details at https://volcanoartcenter.org/events/

OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents movies 
on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Gates open at 4 p.m. 
Once the car park area is full, gates will be 
closed. There will be refreshments on sale, 
such as Thai Grindz, popcorn, and candy. No 
entry or membership fee; donations accept-
ed. Attendees must join Ocean View Theater 
Club on Facebook. For details, see the Ocean 
View Community Market and Outdoor The-
ater Facebook page. 

GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for Dis-
covery Harbour Golf Course and its Club-
house: The new Club offers Social Member-
ships, with future use of the clubhouse and 
current use of the pickleball courts as well 
as walking and running on specified areas of 
the golf course before 8 a.m. and after 3 p.m. 
to enjoy the panoramic ocean views. Golf 
memberships range from unlimited play for 
the avid golfer to casual play options. Mem-
bership is required to play and practice golf 
on the course. All golf memberships include 
Social Membership amenities. Membership 
fees are designed to help underwrite pro-
grams and improvements to the facilities. 
Call 808-731-5122 or stop by the Clubhouse 
during business hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily 
at 94-1581 Kaulua Circle. Email clubatdis-
coveryharbour@gmail.com. See The Club at 
Discovery Harbour Facebook page. 

HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN TRAILS 
AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE. Drive to the 
overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park at Volcano and Kahuku units. See nps.
gov/havo.Take a Guided Nature Walkthrough 
Nature Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 

9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. No reservations 
for five or fewer – limited to ten people. Free; 
donations appreciated. Email programs@
volcanoartcenter.org. Garden is open to walk 
through at one's own pace, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222.

ONLINE

STRATEGIES TO JUMPSTART YOUR 
WRITING is a zoom workshop March 27 

through Volcano Art Center, taught by Jac-
quolyn McMurry and Kristin Wolfgang. See 
details at https://volcanoartcenter.org/events/

SIGN UP FOR VOLCANO WOOD SHOW 
EXHIBITION, coming up this summer at 
Volcano Art Center. 

HAWAI‘I LEGISLATURE IS OPEN. Virtual 

Workshops on Hawaiʻi's Legislative Pro-
cesses through Public Access Room. Sign 
up by contacting (808) 587-0478 or par@
capitol.hawaii.gov. Ask questions and dis-
cuss all things legislative in a non-partisan 
environment. Attend Coffee Hour with PAR: 
Fridays at 3 p.m. on Zoom, meeting ID 990 
4865 9652 or click zoom.us/j/99048659652. 
PAR staff will be available to answer ques-
tions and to discuss the legislative process. 
Anyone wanting to listen in without taking 
part in discussions is welcome. Learn more at 
lrb.hawaii.gov/public-access-room.

KA‘Ū COFFEE FESTIVAL'S VIRTUAL 
PRESENCE continues to grow and be ar-
chived at www.kaucoffefestival.com. See 
stories and photos of farmers and their or-
chards, a concert and classes and discussions 
about Ka‘ū Coffee.

OUTDOOR MARKETS

VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper 
Center, Volcano Village on Sundays. 6 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., with much local produce, baked 
goods, food to go, island beef and Kaʻū Cof-
fee. Cooper Center's EBT Machine, used at 

the Farmer's Market, is out of service until 
further notice. EBT is used for Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food 
Stamps. Call 808-967-7800.

‘O KA‘Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, 
open Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Limit of 50 customers an hour, 20 ven-
dor booths, with 20 feet of space between 
vendors. Masks and hand sanitizing required, 
social distancing enforced. Contact Sue 
Barnett, OKK Market Manager, at 808-345-
9374 (voice or text) or kaufarmer@aol.com 
for more and to apply to vend. See facebook.
com/OKauKakouMarket.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET, 
open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., on the corner of Kona Drive and 
Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located. 
Managed by Mark Council. Masks manda-
tory. 100-person limit, social distancing re-
quired. Gate unlocked for vendors at 5:30 
a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations needed. 
Parking in upper lot only. Vendors must pro-
vide own sanitizer. Food vendor permits re-
quired. Carpooling encouraged.

OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at Ocean 
View makai shopping center, near Mālama 
Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up time is 5 
a.m. Masks required.

FOOD SECURITY

PICK UP FOOD WEEKDAYS in the parking 
lot of ACE Hardware in Ocean View from 
Hope DIA-mend Ministries TLC at 4:45 p.m. 
From 115 to 320 meals available each day, 
coordinated by pastors Pam and Lance Ako. 
For help or to donate, call or text Ako at 808-
937-6355, or call 808-920-8137. See them 
on Facebook and at hopedia-mendministries.
com.

BULK SCHOOL MEAL SERVICE for those 
18 and under will be held at Volcano and 
Pāhala on alternating weeks. Every Friday, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., pick up food in Volcano, 
and at Kaʻū District Gym. Food items include 
fresh vegetables, eggs, cereal, dry pasta, rice, 
beans, tortillas, milk, and canned vegetables 
and fruit. Each distribution provides enough 
food for every person 18 years and under to 
eat breakfast and lunch. No income require-
ments. Youth do not need to be present to 
receive bags but be prepared to give their 
names and birthdates. See volcanoschool.net 
or call 808-985-9901.

EMERGENCY BOXES are available at Cooper 
Center Tuesday through Saturday 8 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. Call ahead, 967-7800. 

CHURCH SERVICES

OCEAN VIEW EVANGELICAL COMMU-
NITY CHURCH holds services on Sundays 
beginning with Sing-Along on the Square 
at 10:15 a.m., followed by Sunday Morning 
Service at 11 a.m. In-person services follow-
ing CDC Guidelines and Hawaii mandates by 
using hand sanitizer, wearing face masks and 
practicing social distancing. Music and Ser-
mons are posted to FaceBook.com/OVECC. 
Also see FaceBook.com/OVECC for more. 
The church campus for Ocean View Evangel-
ical Community Church is at 92-8977 Leilani 
Circle. Call 808-939-9089 or call 928-8039 
or 937-2155.

ATTEND SUNDAY DRIVE-IN WORSHIP 
SERVICE AT WAIʻŌHINU'S KAUAHAʻAO 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. Parking 
on the lawn begins at 10 a.m., with Worship 
Service starting at 10:10 a.m. Face coverings 
required when usher comes to vehicle to pass 
out worship bulletin and other materials, and 
at the same time, collect any offering or gifts 
the individual(s) would like to give, or when 
leaving vehicles for the restroom. Church 
provides paper fans to stay cool. Bring water. 
Catch the live-streamed service at 10:10 a.m. 
and Praise Jam, which runs from 9:15 a.m. 
to 9:45 a.m. Service is emailed Sunday after-
noon to anyone on the email list. Sign up by 
emailing at dwongyuen.kauahaaochurch@
gmail.com or call 928-8039 or 937-2155.

ST. JUDE’S HOSTS LIVE DIGITAL WOR-
SHIP on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. 
Anyone with difficulty using Zoom can con-
tact DonHatch@Hatchville.com. "Don't be 

Hula Classes Resume in Pāhala
Hula classes with Kumu Hula Debbie 

Ryder and Hālau Hula ‘O Leionālani re-
sumed Feb. 16 at Pāhala Hongwanji. One 
hour consecutive classes are limited to 
seven students at a time in each age group 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
"to accommodate everyone," said Ryder.  
For scheduling, contact Ryder at leion-
alani47@hotmail.com.

Ryder's dancers from Kaʻū have 
performed at Merrie Monarch events, 
Ho‘okupu Hula No Kaʻū Festival, Kaʻū 
Coffee Festival, local school functions, 
and in Japan, on Lanaʻi, and at many 
venues around the island and beyond. Ry-
der's own kumu and mentor was the late 

George Naʻope.
Classes, often drawing more than 40, 

before the pandemic, were held at Pāhala 
Community Center. Ryder said she ap-
preciates the smaller space for smaller 
classes and the wooden floors at the old 
Japanese School House on the grounds of 
Pāhala Hongwanji.

Debbie and Kawehi Ryder also or-
ganize and sponsor the Ho‘okupu Hula 
No Kaʻū Festival, which was put on hold 
last year due to the pandemic. The Ryders 
work closely with Kaʻū High & Pāhala 
Elementary as well as with other youth 
education and cultural programs.

Small classes for Hula are held Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in the Japanese School House on 
the grounds of Pāhala Hongwanji, taught by Kumu Debbie Ryder.  Photo by Julia Neal

Pushing the wall while swaying the lower body is an exercise in hula at Hālau Hula ‘O Leionālani.
Photo by Julia Neal
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HEALTH & FITNESS for Kūpuna, 808b-fit.
com, contains videos for kūpuna to play 
and move along with. There are videos for 
stretching, tai chi, yoga, dancing, dance fit-
ness, bon dance, hula, chair dancing, and 
chair yoga.

YOGA with Emily Catey Weiss, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village. Advanced registration re-
quired; $5 per class. volcanoartcenter.org/
events, 967-8222.

CHOOSE ALOHA AT HOME is available to 
families, to provide a healthy way to grow 
together using neuroscience and positive psy-
chology. Program uses a series of self-guided 
videos, activities, and "dinner table discus-
sion topics." Sign up at chooselovemove-
ment.org/choose-love-home.

EDUCATION

FREE WIFI for students is available in Pāhala, 
Nāʻālehu, and Ocean View through Kaʻū 
High & Pāhala Elementary. Read details on 
Page 7. Questions? See khpes.org or call 
313-4100.

EVENTS MARCH 2021KA‘U
shy. Zoom is an easy app to use," said Ocean 
View's St. Jude's Episcopal Church spokes-
person Cindy Cutts.

Hope DIA-mend Ministries holds outdoor ser-
vices Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 92-898 Gin-
ger Blossom Lane in Ocean View. Masks 
and distancing required. For help and/or to 
donate, call or text Pam and Lance Ako at 
808-937-6355, or call the Ministry at 808-
920-8137. See them on Facebook and at 
hopedia-mendministries.com.

HEALTH & FITNESS

TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN HEALING 
SERVICES from Hui Mālama Ola Nā 
‘Ōiwi including La‘au Lapa‘au. Learn 
Ho‘oponopono, traditional gardening for 
healing plants, and Lomilomi. Sign up at 
HMONO.org/services. Call 969-9220.

SWIM LAPS AT PĀHALA POOL Mondays 
through Fridays. See story on Page 5.

KA‘Ū HOSPITAL offers COVID testing refer-
ral from the ER, a physician or a Kaʻū Clinic 
health provider.

FREE DRIVE THRU COVID Testing, Satur-
days at Kea‘au High School in Puna, 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., and Wednesdays at Konawaena 
High School from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Civic 
Auditorium in Hilo from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
(enter from Kuawa Street entrance). No co-
pay, no insurance necessary, but bring in-
surance card if have. People do not have to 
have symptoms in order to be tested. Social 
distancing must be observed and face cover-
ings must be worn at all times. For more, call 
Civil Defense at 935-0031.

MICRONESIAN LANGUAGE COVID-19 
Helpline is supported by We Are Oceania, 
weareoceania.org, to help with identifying 
COVID-19 symptoms, testing, quarantine, 
health insurance, housing, unemployment. 
Call (808) 913-1364. Watch the video at face-
book.com/watch/?v=989579144844697.

FEELING DEPRESSED, ANXIOUS, need 
someone to talk to? Call Department of 
Health's expanded Hawai‘i C.A.R.E.S. pro-
gram at 1-800-753-6879 – the same number 
previously used by Crisis Line of Hawai‘i. 
Individuals in crisis can also text ALOHA to 
741741, available 24/7.

BIG ISLAND SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUN-
CIL'S Practice Self-Care Series feature re-
freshing wellness tip. Follow the Behavioral 
Health & Homelessness Statewide Unified 
Response Group at facebook.com/bhhsurg.

TWO WOMEN'S HEALTH PROGRAMS 
from Kaʻū Women's Collective: Piko focuses 
on reproductive health; increasing access, 
respect, cultural competence, education, and 
choice. Pilina aims to grow membership and 
establish a culture of collaborative decision-
making. Follow @kau_womens_health col-
lective. Contact rootsmedieshawaii@gmail.
com. Call 808-450-0498.

TALK STORY ON NĀ LEO TV series aims to 
help deliver accurate and current information 
to Hawaiʻi Island residents. Airs live Thurs-
days at 10 a.m. on Spectrum Channel 53, 
streaming on Nā Leo's free mobile app, and 
on-demand at naleo.tv/covid19.

RESILIENCE HUB at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji, 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday, noon to 4 p.m. 
Drop-in wifi and laptop access,  3-D printer, 
free meals for participating keiki. Follows 
all county, state, and federal COVID-19 
guidelines. Contact Michelle Galimba, 
808-430-4927. 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB Mobile Outreach and 
Tutoring Programs at rb.gy/o1o2hy. For keiki 
grades 1-6. Contact Boys & Girls Club of the 
Big Island Administrative Office, Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at (808) 961-
5536 or email mobiletutoring@bgcbi.org or 
info@bgcbi.org.

'OHANA HELP DESK offers online How-
To Guides for Chromebooks and iPads at 
rb.gy/8er9wm. ʻOhana Help Desk also avail-
able by phone, weekdays, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Sundays from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

INVITE PARK RANGER to Virtually Visit 
Classes, through connecting with teachers 
and home-schoolers with distance learning 
programs and virtual huakaʻi (field trips). 
Contact havo_education@nps.gov.

WEEKLY VIRTUAL TOWN MEETINGS, 
hosted by Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary, 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. Discussion topics 
include attendance, best practices, Grab-
n-Go meals, school updates, questions and 
feedback, and more. Go to KHPES.org for 
Live WebEx link.

PĀHALA & NĀ‘ĀLEHU LIBRARIES, 
open for WiFi, pick-up, and other services. 
Nāʻālehu open Monday and Wednesday, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pāhala open Tuesday, noon to 7 p.m., Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., limited entry into li-
brary with Wiki Visits. Schedule a Library 
Take Out time at picktime.com/hspls. Open 
for library card account help and reference 
assistance from the front door. WiFi avail-
able to anyone with a library card, from each 
library parking lot. See librarieshawaii.org.

FREE BOOK EXCHANGE, at laundromats 
in Ocean View and Nāʻālehu, provided by 
Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries. Open to all. 
Keep the books, pass them on to other read-
ers, or return them. Selection of books re-
plenished weekly at both sites.

PETS & WILDLIFE

FOOD FOR PETS is available through KARES. 
Call David or Barbara Breskin at 319-8333.

REPORT HUMPBACK WHALES in Trouble 
at NOAA Fisheries 24 hour hotline, 1-888- 
256-984. Also report distressed sea turtles, 
monk seals and dolphins.

JOIN THE ANNUAL HUMPBACK WHALE 
COUNT by making personal reports. Visit 
oceancount.org or email cindy.among-
serrao@noaa.gov.

FOR FREE VETERINARY CARE, Spay & 
Neuter, visit hihs.org, Services Tab, Spay and 
Neuter or Community Vet Care, or email pet-
support@hihs.org. Call 808-217- 0154. All 
appointments must be scheduled in advance 
and are open to healthy dogs and cats. Two 
pets per family will be accommodated, each 
pet with own appointment. Unavailable to 
animals other than dogs and cats. Unavailable 
to strays and those with contagious illnesses.

Nene are frequenting the Punalu`u 
Black Sand Beach area and crossing roads 
there, much like they do in Hawaiʻi Vol-
canoes National Park and Volcano Golf 
Course. More than a half dozen of these 
native Hawaiian geese are seen crossing  
Nīnole Loop with cars coming their way. 
Nēnē, the state bird of Hawaiʻi, forage 
in grassy areas and around ponds on the 
Punaluʻu golf course. Nēnē are most vul-
nerable this time of year, when they breed, 
raise their goslings, and fly to feeding ar-
eas with their families. The nesting season 
goes into April.

An online presentation by Hawaiʻi  
Volcanoes National Park, called On the 
Brink of Extinction, describes The Last of 
the Island Geese, the nēnē with the scien-
tific name Branta sandvicensis:

"Wild nēnē, the world's rarest goose, 
are only found in Hawaiʻi and are the last 
survivor of several other endemic geese. 
Their strong feet sport padded toes and re-
duced webbing, an adaptation that allows 
them to traverse rough terrain like lava 
plains. Most nēnē fly between nighttime 
roosts and diurnal feeding grounds. The 
female builds a simple ground nest and 
incubates one to four eggs for a full month 
while her devoted mate acts as a sentry. 

Nēnē are Crossing on Punalu‘u Roads

Shortly after they hatch, goslings leave 
the nest and follow their parents to their 
traditional foraging grounds which can be 
more than a mile away. At 14 weeks nēnē 
can fly, and along with their parents, they 
join large flocks where they meet their 
relatives and potential mates. They usu-
ally mate for life."

Nēnē in Hawaiʻi went from abun-
dance to near extinction: "By the time of 
western contact, there were an estimated 
25,000 nēnē throughout Hawaiʻi. With 

A nēnē family crosses Nīnole Loop at Punaluʻu. This time of year they take their young goslings out 
for a flight to grassy foraging areas, like Punaluʻu Golf Course.  Photos by Bob Martin

Nēnē Crossing, pg. 15
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Kuahiwi Ranch Store on the edge 
of Nāʻālehu lost its feed warehouse, old 
dairy milking parlor and milk tank hold-
ing rooms on the night of Feb. 17 during a 
fire. The outfit remains open, normal hours 
with limited inventory and more feed ar-
riving, said Michelle Galimba, a partner in 
the operation.

The warehouse was the place where 
Kuahiwi stored and sold grain, hay, miner-
als and feed for cattle goats, sheep, chick-
ens, horses, dogs and pigs. Baby chicks 
and ranching and farming supplies were 
among the offerings. The warehouse also 
contained refrigeration for storage of Kua-
hiwi locally processed grass fed beef. The 
contents of the warehouse were an entire 
loss, said Galimba.

Spared is the adjacent storefront and 
office where Kuahiwi beef is sold to walk-

Kahuku Coast, from pg. 10

NUPEPA NA‘ALEHU

Kuahiwi Ranch store manager Kaohi Mokuhali’i says a shipments  of feed and other farm and ranch 
supplies are coming in, following the fire that  burned the warehouse on Feb. 17.  Photo by Bob Martin

Kuahiwi Ranch Store Stays Open after Fire Guts Barns

Guy Galimba's parrots sur-
vived theKuahiwi Ranch Store 
fire.  Photo by Bob Martin

in customers, and to restaurants and retail 
food outlets around the island and beyond. 
Also spared is the old Souza house, from 
the days when Nāʻālehu Dairy operated. 

Also spared are 
Guy Galim-
ba's Kuahiwi 
Ranch parrots.

Kuahiwi 
beef is often 
on the menu of 
Volcano House 
and Kīlauea 
Lodge and is 
a mainstay at 
Volcano Fam-
ers Market 
every Sunday, 
represented by 

Kaohi Mokuhaliʻi, ranch bookkeeper, one 
of the store operators and treasurer of Kaʻū 
Farm Bureau.

Farm Bureau President Phil Becker 
said its members are proud of Kuahiwi 
Ranch venturing into retail for the conve-
nience of local ranchers, farmers and hunt-
ers with dogs, as well as those who raise 
chickens and those who savor Kaʻū grown 
beef. He said Kaʻū Farm Bureau will "do 
all we can to help get them up and running 
again. They are one of the small businesses 
that is so important to the economic devel-

opment of our community."
The fire was seen by Kuahiwi 

Ranch neighbors on the Punaluʻu side of 
Nāʻālehu. They called the fire department 
for help at 7:45 p.m. on Feb. 15. Volunteer 
and county firefighters from Nāʻālehu and 
Discovery Harbor responded and put out 
the fire. According to the fire inspector, no 
foul play was suspected and the cause is to 

be determined. The fire department was on 
the scene until 2 a.m.

Kuahiwi Ranch is open Mondays 
through Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at  95-5520 Ma-
malahoa Hwy, across Nāʻālehu Elementary 
School playground. Contact kaohi@kuahi-
wiranch.com. Call 929-7333.

tential federal government control over the 
lands. It was noted that Ala Kahakai Trail 
Association has always been a separate, in-
dependent nonprofit entity from the National 
Park Service, which provides stewardship, 
research and education for the Ala Kahakai 
National Historic Trail.

“While ATA hopes to work with NPS 
to ensure the trail is protected, respected and 
connected to community, ATA is not con-
trolled or beholden to NPS. ATA partners 
with different government agencies, non-
profits and community groups in an effort to 
collaboratively protect our island’s trail sys-
tem and its surrounding natural landscapes,” 
said a Trust for Public Land participant in 
the meeting.

Participants in the zoom meeting pro-
posed solutions and ways forward: Ensure 
cattle grazing can co-exist with preserving 
cultural and natural resources, suggesting 
that ranchers fence culturally and environ-
mentally-sensitive areas. It was also sug-
gested to adjust/reduce location and acreage 
of a pasture license to keep cattle out of sen-
sitive areas.

It was recommended to balance man-
aged public access with protecting cultural 
and natural resources. Vehicular access 
would be managed by waiver, vehicle lim-
its and overnight limits. Pedestrian trail ac-
cess would remain open. Stewardship days, 
kūpuna days, guided access days were sug-
gested. The management would be deter-
mined by the community through a Com-

Kiolaka‘a, Manāka‘a, from pg. 5 munity Management Plan.
Other proposals at the meeting would 

increase community participation in deci-
sion making and management, to include 
required consultation of certain commu-
nity groups including Aha Moku. Provide 
transparency regarding the use of acquisi-
tion grants. Hold more community meet-
ings, maintain open invitations for Kaʻū 
organizations and generational families to 
join a Kaʻū-based Stewardship Committee. 
Increase Kaʻū representation on the board 
of Ala Kahakai Trail Association. Develop 
partnerships for stewardship programs, with 
PONC funding available. Explore other 
ownership/stewardship structures. One sug-
gestion was that the state own the lands. 
However, TPL explained that the state had 
rejected that idea.

Representatives of Ala Kahakai Trail 
Association said ATA is open to work with 
another nonprofit to go before BLNR and 
the County to request permission that own-
ership be transferred to another qualified 
high-capacity nonprofit.

See the Ala Kahakai Trail website at 
http://www.alakahakaitrail.org/ongoing-
projects for a video of the community out-
reach meeting and a summary. See the Trust 
for Public Land - Hawai’i website at https://
www.tpl.org/our-work/hawaii. See the state 
Legacy Land Program at https://dlnr.hawaii.
gov/ecosystems/llcp/. See minutes and lis-
ten to Board of Land and Natural Resources 
meeting on Jan. 22 at https://dlnr.hawaii.
gov/meetings/blnr-meetings-2021/.

A fire burned the warehouse at Kuahiwi Ranch 
Store. Photo by Lou Ann Ah Yee

ian sites preservation advocate Jamie 
Kawauchi and then County Coun-
cil member Brittany Smart. The state 
Board of Land & Natural Resources ap-
proved the Legacy Land funding without 
opposition.

The overall effort took six years of 
planning, negotiating, reports, inspec-
tions, presentations and agreements. The 
mayor at the time, Billy Kenoi, and his 
administration threw in their support. At 
the County, Alexandra Kelepolo, then 
Property Management Technician for 

the Department of Finance, coordinated 
the work.

Kelepolo explained that the public 
will have easier access to the coast since 
the County “has an easement along the 
Road to the Sea.” She said the County 
has “a budget for maintenance, but we 
won’t be able to improve the road to 
where regular cars can drive on it. It 
will still be a four-wheel-drive road, but 
hopefully better maintained.” The Coun-
ty’s acquisition will preserve many un-
disturbed coastal views for many Ocean 

Kahuku Coast, pg. 11
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Kahuku Coast, from pg. 10

Solar Farms, from pg. 2

KAHUKU TO MILOLI‘I

View residents, she noted.
Regarding the Hawksbills, Kelepolo said, “I am 

thrilled that we can preserve the two small beaches on 
the property as nesting grounds for the critically endan-
gered Hawksbill turtle.” She praised the Hawaiʻi Island 
Hawksbill Turtle Recovery Project volunteers and their 
then-coordinator Lauren Kurpita who hike miles along 
this coastline, checking for turtles and nests. Every 
year groups of volunteers from the Hawksbill project 
camp at nearby Pohoe Bay “and guard the nests from 
predators (like feral cats and mongooses), and each day 
they hike to these beaches to check on nests there.” The 
Kahuku Coastal property does not include Pohue Bay, 
which is about two miles to the east. 

The Kahuku Coastal property is traversed by Ala 
Kahakai National Historic Trail, in use for nearly 2,000 
years, running about 175 miles, from ‘Upolu Point on 
the north end of the island, along the western coast 
through Kohala, Kona and Kaʻū then east and north 
along Kaʻū’s coast to Puna, ending at the Wahaʻula He-
iau site near Kalapana.

The Kahuku Coastal land also contains a rock quar-
ry and many geological features. The Kanohina flow, 
which is estimated to be about 750 to 1500 years old, 
covers most of the property, but on the eastern side, 
makai of Ranchos, the lava is estimated to be 2,400 to 
3,000 years old.  A very prominent lava trench lies on 
the land makai of the Kula Kai subdivision. The trench, 
which funneled vast amounts of lava toward the ocean, 
is about 2.5 miles long and about 30 to 50 feet deep. It 
is noted for its undisturbed lava features, such as lava 
falls, and lava balls. Aside from the two lava flows, the 
property includes cinder 
cones, a green sand beach 

The land with dotted boundary line is the 3,128-acre property 
purchased by the County of Hawai‘i below Ocean View with a mile 
of Kaʻū Coast, which is subject to community meetings on Saturday, 
March 20 to create a Kahuku Coastal Resources Management Plan. 

Photo from PONC

would change the character of their rural community to 
become an industrial dominated neighborhood. Thousands 
of Ka'ū residents signed a petition against the project, sev-
eral meetings were held, including one with the PUC, and 
elected officials came out against the project.

Recently the PUC narrowed its investigation to focus 
on whether the Ocean View project should have been per-
mitted to be in the FIT Program.

One of the complainants, Peter Bosted, explained this 
new twist to The Ka'ū Calendar. “The FIT program was 
intended to kick-start Hawaii’s acquisition of solar proj-
ects so that the state could ween itself of oil-burning gen-
erators. As an incentive, the PUC set the rate of compensa-
tion to be incredibly generous - 23.6 cents per KiloWatt 
hour to be exact.

"Nowadays solar farms, with battery storage, are be-
ing proposed for 8 cents, or 9 cents or 10 cents per Kilo-
Watt hour. This makes the Ocean View project into an 
enormous cash cow for SPI. Conversely, it will be a huge, 
and totally unnecessary expense for the island’s rate pay-
ers for the next 20 years. From a purely value-for-money 
standpoint, this project should be stopped. Its like we are 
paying inflated rates for a state-of-the art technology, and 
then getting the worst dinosaur imaginable.

“However, the PUC is now looking at our complaint 
from a different angle,” continued Bosted. “They have 
asked us to compare the Ocean View project with one that 
was proposed for Oʻahu back in 2011. At that time a de-
veloper wanted to qualify for the lucrative FIT program 
by sub-dividing a 500-acre lot into many lots, each with a 
TMK, and then building an FIT project on each lot. HECO 
referred the case to the PUC. The PUC held that although 
this arrangement would meet the “one TMK, one project” 
rule, it hadthe look and feel one huge, centrally managed 
and organized project which should be competitively bid. 
The PUC did not allow the project to apply for the FIT 
program.

“We see this decision as setting a precedent whereby 
the Ocean View project should never have been allowed 
into the FIT Program. However, HECO and HELCO ad-
mitted this project back in 2012, about nine months after 
the Oʻahu decision. While it, too, meets the 'one TMK, one 
FIT project' rule, SPI’s control of a solar project located 
on 26 TMKs certainly makes it as centrally managed and 
organized as the Oʻahu project would have been.

“We have submitted many, many instances where-
by SPI has managed the whole project as if it were one 
project. For example, they bought the FIT places and the 
sites from Pat Shudak of Solar Hub and also from a hui 
of RevoluSun principals as package deals. SPI paid road 
maintenance fees on behalf of all the shell companies in 
Ranchos with one check. And recently we have court tes-
timony from a disgruntled former SPI employee as to how 
SPI manages the Hawaiian projects - testimony that sup-
ports our case.    “However, the other side argues that since 
each project is in the name of a shell company, and even 

though all the shell companies are wholly owned by SPI, 
somehow that makes them separate projects.

“We hope that the PUC will see through this very thin 
disguise and see how the shell companies are repeatedly 
represented, en masse, by SPI employees and HELCO en-
gineers as though this is one giant project. We are hoping 
that the PUC will conclude that this project should never 
have been admitted to the FIT program.”

“SPI can still propose the project, but it would have to 
be competitively bid,” added Bosted.

and lava tubes. 
The County and Townscape will work with those 

who have done field work in the area while it was pri-
vately owned, and develop a management plan to bal-
ance recreational needs with preservation responsibili-
ties, said Kelepolo in 2016.

For more in-
formation, con-
tact Maxine Cut-
ler of the county 
Property Man-
agement Divi-
sion at 961-8069 
or Townscape at 
808-550-3894, 
gabrielle@town-
scapedinc.com.
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ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY IN KA‘U

Rare Turtle Nest, pg. 13

UH Lab: Turtles, pg. 15

Turtles worldwide face a grim fu-
ture and may be particularly vulnerable to 
the effects of habitat destruction and cli-
mate change, according to a University of 
Hawaiʻi researcher Robert Thomson and his 
Thomson Lab. The Mānoa School of Life 
Sciences Associate Professor's study has 
been published in the Proceedings of the 

U.H. Lab: Turtles Worldwide Face a Grim Future

Rare Turtle Nest at Kāwā Found by Hikers, Rescued

Keiki watch hatchlings head to the ocean past 
footprints  of many beachgoers at Punaluʻu Black 
Sand Beach in 2018. 

Photo by Annie Bosted

National Academy of Sciences. In a report 
just released, he concluded that many habi-
tats that have been critical areas for the evo-
lution of turtles have disappeared and may 
shrink further within the next 100 years.

Other factors affecting their survival 
rates are the hunting of turtles for food and 
traditional medicine, and the heavy devel-

opment of coastal and waterfront areas by 
humans that greatly reduced their habitats.

There are around 360 turtle species—
a small number compared with amphib-
ians (more than 8,200), mammals (6,400) 
and birds (10,000). About 60 percent of the 
world’s turtles are considered threatened or 
endangered, and that percentage is expected 
to rise.

“Turtles face a daunting future,” Thom-
son said. “The group contains relatively few 
species to begin with, and the majority of 
these are subject to serious conservation 
risk. As habitat loss, human exploitation of 
wild populations and climate change con-
tinue, this situation will become more dire.” Thomson added, “This study taught us 

that coastal areas served as key evolution-
ary cradles for turtle diversity. We also 
know that coastal areas suffer dispro-
portionately from habitat modification 
and from ongoing climate change. The 
big challenge, as it is for virtually all 
conservation issues, is finding the politi-
cal will to take the steps that need to be 
taken before it is too late. Globally, we 
have to be doing more to protect habitats 
and to avert the worst impacts of climate 
change.”

Concerning Impact in Hawaiʻi, 
Thomson said that green sea turtles are 
very common and several freshwater 

A rare nest of Olive Ridley sea turtle 
hatchlings was rescued at Kāwā in Febru-
ary by a hiking family from Ocean View 
with help from students, researchers and 
volunteers.

Olive ridley sea turtles have been re-
corded in modern ties, nesting within the 
main Hawaiian Islands seven times. On 
Wednesday afternoon, Jeremy, Jen, and 
Kian Van Arkel found six or seven hatch-
lings stuck in rocks and driftwood debris 
on the Kāwā beach. The hatchlings ap-
peared to be struggling to get to the ocean, 
prompting the Van Arkel family to call the 
University of Hawai‘i at Hilo Marine Op-
tion Program Sea Turtle Response Hotline 
at about 2:30 p.m. 

Ryan Sack and Kara Smith, both UHH 
Marine Science students and UHH MOP 
Turtle Team employees, directed the call 
to Jen Sims, coordinator of  Hawaiʻi Com-
munity College/UHH MOP Team. Sims 
notified multiple agencies and helped 
coordinate the response. Lauren Kurpita, 
former Director of the Hawai‘i Island 
Hawksbill Project, provided instructions, 
stating that hatchlings should be carefully 

moved closer to the water if they are un-
able to navigate through the debris. 

The Van Arkel family spent several 
hours ensuring the safety of the hatchlings 
by combing through the debris, locating 
any stranded hatchlings, and moving them 
further down the beach. The Van Arkels 
released approximately 20 turtles. They 
stated that this was a once in a lifetime 
experience they will never forget.

As the family was assisting the baby 
sea turtles moving toward the ocean, more 
hatchlings emerged from the nest. The 
Van Arkels took photos and video, all the 
while sending updates to the MOP team 
coordinator. 

By 5:15 p.m. Kurpita arrived on the 
scene. She was able to excavate the nest, 
helping to free hatchlings trapped by 
rocks that had covered the chamber. In all, 
Kurpita unearthed and released 36 hatch-
lings. The hatch success for the nest was 
94 percent. 

Olive ridley sea turtles, Lepidochelys 
olivacea, are listed as “threatened” under 
the United States Endangered Species 
Act. Although they are known to inhabit 

Hawaiian waters, most olive ridleys of the 
Pacific Ocean nest in an “arribada” mass 
nesting event in Central America. Solitary 
nesting events occur less frequently and 
are very rare in Hawai‘i. 

According to records shared by Irene 
K. Kelly, Sea Turtle Recovery Coordi-
nator, NOAA Fisheries - Pacific Islands 
Region, last Wednesday’s nest was only 
the seventh olive ridley nest known in 
the Hawaiian Islands. The last nest was 
in Kailua, O‘ahu in 2019. Two other ol-
ive ridley nests have been documented 
on Hawai‘i Island: one at Hilo Bay in the 

early 2000s and the other at ‘Awili, Pohue 
Bay, in 2010. 

The presence of a sea turtle nest at 
Kāwā is notable since driving has been 
limited on the beach ever since the Coun-
ty acquired ownership and Nā Mamo o 
Kāwā began land stewardship of the area. 
Prior to the gates being closed, the sand 
on the beach was compact and unsuitable 
for nesting due to vehicle traffic. This nest 
is now the second sea turtle nest (the first 
was a hawksbill) documented on the main 
Kāwā beach. 

Olive ridley sea turtle hatchlings trapped in a nest were assisted to the ocean from a Kāwā nest last 
Wednesday.   Photo from University of Hawai‘i at Hilo
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Rare Turtle, from pg. 12
Other persons/agencies that assisted 

in this response were Joel Barnum-Steg-
gerda of Kupu Hawai‘i (assisted with ex-
cavation), Alexander R. Gaos, PhD, Re-
search Marine Biologist with the Marine 
Turtle Biology & Assessment Program, 
NOAA Pacific Islands Fisheries Sci-
ence Center (species identification), Amy 
Krommes, volunteer with the Hawai‘i 
Island Hawksbill Project (assisted with 
excavation), and Kelleigh Downs field 
technician with Hawai‘i Island Hawksbill 
Project (assisted with excavation). 

About UHH MOP:  The MOP pro-
gram is a certificate program that began 

50 years ago within the University of 
Hawai‘i System, and provides the oppor-
tunity for students in any major to add a 
marine science component to their educa-
tion. Today, UHH has a thriving Program 
with more than 80 active students and 
provides many hands-on, applied learning 
experiences for students through classes 
and field trips, and through applied and 
experiential learning opportunities such 
as QUEST (Quantitative Underwater 
Ecological Surveying Techniques), the 
Sea Surveying, Training, and Response 
Squad (SeaSTARS), Marine Archaeologi-
cal Survey Techniques (MAST), and the 
Hawaiian Coral Nursery and Propagation 

program. 
UHH Turtle Response Team is a 

joint effort between UHH MOP and JI-
MAR (Joint Institute for Marine and At-
mospheric Research) which partners UH 
with NOAA in several projects. UHH 
Turtle Response Team carries a hotline 
phone, funded and linked with NOAA re-
sponse networks. 

About Hawai‘i Island Hawksbill 
Program:  Based at Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park, its mission is to monitor 
and protect critically endangered hawks-
bill sea turtles and their nesting habitat on 
the island of Hawai‘i. Contact: info@ha-
waiiislandhawksbillproject.org

The number of re-
ported COVID-19 cases 
in Ka‘ū and Volcano were 
zero during the last two 
weeks of February. As re-
ported by the state Depart-
ment of Health, here is the 
total number of COVID-19 
area cases, as of Feb. 27, 
since the pandemic began: 
52 cases in Ocean View; 
17 cases from Nā‘ālehu to 
South Point; 19 cases in 
Punalu‘u through Pāhala 
and Wood Valley; ten or 
fewer cases in Volcano.

The Bay Clinic and 
Ka‘ū Rural Community 
Health Association held 
a COVID vaccine day in 
February and Ka‘ū Hospi-

tal's sister facility, Hilo Medical Center, 
takes appointments and is organizing mass 
vaccination events at Edith Kanaka‘ole 
Stadium, the home of the Merrie Monarch 
Festival. Teachers, health care givers, re-
tail and other essential workers have gone 
from Ka‘ū to the mass events.

With the approval of the new Johnson 
& Johnson one-dose vaccine that requires 
only normal refrigeration, volume of vac-
cines available is expected to rise quickly 
so that people of all ages can receive the 
shots.

Long’s Drugs in Pāhala, the only pub-
lic pharmacy in Ka‘ū District, posts a sign 
saying that COVID-19 vaccines are not yet 
available there, but it could happen soon.

See the daily www.kaunewsbriefs.
blogspot.com for more on availability of 
vaccines locally.

Zero Cases, COVID Vaccines Coming into Ka‘ū  

The state Department of Health 
map shows no COVID-19 cases in 
Ka‘ū District and Volcano during 
the last two weeks of February. 
The areas in white had zero cases.
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March Events

3/13 - Painting on Silk with Wax Resist 
for Wall Piece with Patti Peases
3/13 - Zentangle - Wailoa: The Long 
River Runs with Dina Kageler
3/20 - Mixed Media Encaustics with 
Mary Milelzcik
3/27 - Strategies To Jump-Start  Your 
Writing with Jaquolyn McMurray and 
Kristin Wolfgang
3/27 -  Soft Pastel Still Life with Patti 
Pease
March –GALLERY EXHIBIT: 
Collaborations with Wood: featuring 
John Mydock &  Les Pedersen 
continues through March 28

Office in Volcano Village: 
(808) 967-8222

Gallery in HVNP: 
(808) 967-7565

volcanoartcenter.org/shop

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN! 

Visit our website for current hours

Checking In on Lava Lake & Islands
A Hawaiian Volcano Observatory geologist uses a laser rangefinder on to measure the 
elevation of various spots on the lava lake surface at Kīlauea Crater’s Halema‘uma‘u 
Crater.    USGS photo by M. Patrick

Buffalo Soldiers built a portion of Mau-
na Loa to Kilauea Trail more than 100 years 
ago. In February, to honor Black History 
Month, Hawaiʻi  Volcanoes National Park 
told the  story. " Anyone who has hiked even 
a portion of Mauna Loa Trail in Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park knows what a gru-
eling climb it is. Now imagine building the 
trail, rock by rock, with a 12-pound ham-
mer and a gunny sack, in torrential rain, like 
the Black servicemen known as the Buffalo 
Soldiers did more than 100 years ago," says 
the HVNP narrative.

The Buffalo Soldiers were stationed 

Buffalo Soldiers Worked Mauna Loa to Kilauea Volcano Trail

in Hawaiʻi between 1913 and 1918. A new 
Buffalo Soldiers page and podcast on the 
park website reveals how soldiers from 
the U.S. Army’s 25th Infantry contributed 
to the park. The men, who were stationed 
at Schofield Barracks on Oʻahu, measured 
lava within the summit of Kīlauea volcano 
and were among the first to stay at Kilauea 
Military Camp. But perhaps most notably, 
they built a high-elevation, 30-mile trail 
through unforgiving lava rock that connects 
the summits of Kīlauea and Mauna Loa vol-
canoes today.

“It’s a perfect time for us to tip our flat 
hats in honor of some amazing men, who 
literally helped shape the National Park Ser-
vice, including Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park,” said Park Ranger Dean Gallagher. 
“Despite segregation and racial discrimina-
tion that continued after the Civil War, these 
men dedicated their lives to serving their 
country. What’s more, the Buffalo Soldiers 
who built the trail volunteered their time,” 
Gallagher said.

Gallagher and Park Archeologist Sum-
mer Roper Todd collaborated on the new 
18-minute podcast that recaps the contri-
butions of the Buffalo Soldiers, and shares 
details from a new National Park Service 
archeological survey titled With 12-Pound 
Hammers and Gunny Sacks: Buffalo Sol-
diers and the 1915 Trail to the Mauna Loa 
Summit.

Founder of the Hawaiian Volcano Ob-
servatory, Dr. Thomas A. Jaggar, sought 
construction of the trail so geologists could 
more easily access eruptions at the summit 
of Mauna Loa. Honolulu businessman Lor-
rin Thurston, an advocate for creating the 

Members of Company H of the Buffalo Soldiers in 1917, assisting Dr. Thomas A. Jaggar with measuring the depth of the lava lake in Halemaʻumaʻu with 
large iron pipe.    Photo from USGS HVO

Buffalo Soldier Linold Chappell of the 225th 
Infantry and one of the builders of the Buffalo 
Soldiers Trail.  Photo courtesy of Brian K. Chappell

national park along with Jaggar, enthusias-
tically supported the trail as a way to boost 
tourism. By September 1915, the 25th In-
fantry’s Company E announced its men 
would take leave, travel by steamship to the 
island of Hawaiʻi, and build the trail.

Building the Buffalo Soldiers Trail, 
now called Mauna Loa Trail, from the 
4,000-ft. summit of Kīlauea to the 13,677-
ft. summit of Mauna Loa was no easy task. 
The soldiers had to break down rough sec-
tions of ‘aʻā and pāhoehoe lava flows with 
12-pound hammers, pack the broken rock 
in gunny sacks, carry them up to a quarter 
mile and line the trail. They did not use pack 
animals. "Add in the high elevation, primi-
tive camping conditions, and record rainfall 
and it doesn’t 
sound like 

much of a vacation. Yet morale was high," 
says the statement from the Park.

The moniker Buffalo Soldiers was giv-
en to the men by Native Americans as a sign 
of respect. One account says it was because 
the men were strong and rugged like buf-
falos. Another account says it’s because the 
soldiers’ hair was similar to buffalo fur, and 
yet another references the hides they wore 
in winter. The Tenth Calvary of the Buffalo 
Soldiers adopted the bison symbol (buffalo) 
into their regimental crest.

To learn more about the history of the 
Buffalo Soldiers in the National Park Ser-
vice, their contributions to the country and 
more, visit https://go.nps.gov/x8vp2o.
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Nēnē Crossing, from pg. 9

UH Lab: Turtles, from pg. 12

Stories of Ka‘ū: On the Hunt for the Elusive Enuhe
by Kaleimanukeakealani Yahna-DeLeon  
8th grade student  
The Volcano School of Arts & Sciences, PCS

When I was seven years old, we went 
to our friend’s house in Green Sands Sub-
division on Kaʻaluʻalu road in Waiohinu. I 
remember a whole lot of caterpillars, inch 
worms, on all the plants. They would come 
down from the mango and Christmas berry 
trees and would land on me and my mom. 
They were everywhere, there were just so 
many of them! They came down from the 
trees on spider-like webs. I have not seen 
them since.

I am finding out more about the cat-
erpillars, the enuhe, because our 8th grade 
class of Volcano School is doing research 
about the enuhe of Kaʻū. Last month we 
listened to entomologist Steven Montgom-
ery with University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, 
talk about how he visited Uncle Willie 
Meinecke in Waiohinu in the 1970’s; how 
Uncle Willie, who was 82 years young, 
climbed the orange tree in his backyard, 
and how Uncle found the rare Blackburn 
moth in Kaʻū. This moth was last seen in 
the 1890’s. Montgomery also told us about 

the carnivorous caterpillars (Eupithecia) 
found only in Hawaiʻi and how he found 
one brown one in Kaiholena.

We also watched a video of the cater-
pillars eating a fruit fly. It was filmed by 
The National Geographic and it took six 
weeks for the crew to wait patiently and 
finally capture on film the caterpillar eat-
ing a fly. Our Hawaiian caterpillars are the 
only ones in the world that eat meat, not 
leaves. Montgomery also found the wekiu 
bug on Mauna Kea.

Insects are interesting; when I was 
a kid, I would play with bugs in the dirt 
and grass in our pasture at South Point. 
I remember when Auntie Ke came to 
Naʻalehu Elementary and told us sto-
ries about Kaʻū, like why Puʻu Enuhe is 
called that. Puʻu Enuhe, or the caterpillar 
hill, is named for Kumuhea -- a son of Kū 
who could change from a caterpillar to a 
man. According to Mary Kawena Pukui’s 
The Polynesian Family System in Ka’ū, 
Hawaiʻi, Kumuhea fell in love with a girl 
from Kaʻū, married her, and took her to the 
top of Puʻu Enuhe. He fed her only sweet-
potato leaves and she became skinny; her 
‘ohana became worried about her.

Today, some people in Kaʻū still con-
sider Kumuhea an aumakua, ancestor, and 
“precautions were taken to avoid stepping 
on them (caterpillars) even when the roads 
were covered with them during unusual 
and pestilential visitations.” (Pukui). I re-
member my dad, Earl DeLeon, wouldn’t 
let us pick up and play with the loli (sea 
cucumbers) when we were kids. The loli 
are considered another form of Kumuhea 
so that is why some people in Kaʻū do not 
eat loli.

We are collecting moʻolelo, stories 
from Kaʻū people about the enuhe, so 

please contact my teacher: tmorrison@
volcanoschool.net to make sure these sto-
ries are recorded for future generations. 
Mahalo nui.

This student research project on enuhe 
is part of Hui Kiaʻi Wai O Kaʻū, (Water 
Guardians of Kaʻū), a watershed steward-
ship initiative supported by the USDA For-
est Service PSW Institute of Pacific Island 
Forestry (USDA FS) through a Youth Con-
servation Education award and by the US 
Department of Commerce National Ocean-
ic Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 
Ocean Guardian School (OGS) program. 

In addition to USDA FS and NOAA OGS, 
VSAS is working with The Nature Con-
servancy, Akaka Foundation for Tropical 
Forests and the Teaching Change Partner-
ship, National Park Service, Hawai‘i Is-
land Hawksbill Turtle Recovery Project, 
ʻAlalā Project: State of Hawaiʻi Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Resources, the 
State of Hawaiʻi Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
San Diego Zoo Global and Three Moun-
tain Alliance (HAWP; Hawai‘i Alliance of 
Watershed Partnerships).

Deadline for student applications for 
next year at The Volcano School of Arts & 
Sciences (VSAS) is a Hawaiian-Focused 
Public Charter School located in Volcano 
Village, is March 15. Applications will be 
included in a lottery.

VSAS offers place-based, experien-
tial education for students in grades Pre-

Kindergarten through 10th and has served 
families in Kaʻū and Upper Puna since 
2001. Parents who are interested in enroll-
ing children in Volcano School next school 
year 2021-2022 can visit www.volcanos-
choool.net or call 808-985-9800 to learn 
more or enroll now.

New Student Volcano School 
Applications Open to March 15

Kaleimanukeakealani Yahna-DeLeon, VSAS 8th grade.

Enuhe Caterpillar. 
Photo by Chris Balzotti, Nature Conservancy

increased hunting and the introduction of 
predators (such as mongooses, pigs, dogs, 
and cats), nēnē had become extinct on all 
islands, except Hawaiʻi Island, by 1900. 
By 1952, their population had plummet-
ed to just 30 birds. Luckily, this species 
breeds well in captivity, and conservation-
ists saved them from disappearing forever. 
Beginning in the 1960s, nēnē were rein-
troduced into the wild, and by 2010 there 
were over 2,000 birds statewide."

Considering conservation and public 
support, HVNP writes: "Today, park man-
agers work to improve nēnē habitat and 
protect wild nests and goslings from alien 

predators. Unfortunately, many deaths 
today are still associated with humans. 
Nēnē evolved without people. They have 
no instinct to avoid us and may approach 
without fear. If fed, they quickly associ-
ate humans with food. These birds learn to 
frequent roads and parking lots where they 
are eventually killed by cars. Do not ap-
proach nēnē and never feed them. Watch 
for signs posted where nēnē cross the road, 
follow speed limits and always drive with 
caution."

See more of On the Brink of Extinc-
tion at: https://www.nps.gov/havo/learn/
nature/onthebrink.htm.

species have also been introduced. These 
include the red eared slider, a common spe-
cies found in the pet trade, and three species 
of softshell turtles that are native to Asia and 
were introduced in the late 1800s. Thomson 
said that researchers and the public may 
already be seeing the effects of climate 
change on the local sea turtle population.

“Ongoing climate change poses sever-
al risks for Hawaiʻi,” Thomson said. “One 
pattern that we may already be seeing is 
that the number and intensity of hurricanes 
is increasing. As one example, a 2018 hurri-
cane that hit French Frigate Shoals virtually 
erased an island called East Island from the 
map. That single island was the site of a lit-
tle less than half of all green sea turtle nests 
in the Hawaiʻi archipelago. Now it’s gone.”

Thomson said the research resulted in 
a comprehensive phylogenetic tree (branch-
ing diagram that illustrates evolutionary re-

lationships) for turtles that clarifies when 
and how they evolved into the diversity 
seen today. These diagrams include infor-
mation on how species are interrelated and 
when they evolved into separate species. 
Documenting this information is important 
to understand how past events may have in-
fluenced the evolution of turtles.

The research team, including Thom-
son, and Phillip Spinks and Brad Shaffer 
from UCLA, established the turtle tree by 
collecting and assembling DNA samples 
from 591 living turtles that make up 80 per-
cent of all living turtle species. They ana-
lyzed the samples to determine similarities 
and differences among species, and also 
used fossil records for turtles to discover 
when lineages evolved and declined.

For more on Thomson’s research at 
UH Mānoa, visit the Thomson Lab at thom-
sonlab.org.



Wood Valley Temple's Marya Waifoon 
Schwabe has written Road to Freedom: A 
Journey from Occupied Tibet. The thriller, 
experienced by Schwabe 
and her husband Michael 
"Miguel" Schwabe, fea-
tures political intrigue, real 
characters and nail-biting 
adventures. Told in "divine-
ly-written" and intimate de-
tail of the author's personal 
journey, it is endorsed by 
His Holiness, the 14th Dalai 
Lama.

The Dalai Lama's for-
ward says, "In this book 
Marya recounts the exciting 
tale of their journey, while at the same time 
revealing many aspects of Tibet's religion 
and culture. The story is also an example of 
how setting a goal and taking a realistic and 

determined approach to fulfilling it eventu-
ally leads to success."

Road to Freedom tells the story of 
the Schwabes, as qualified emissaries on 
a ten-year sacred mission across the world 
to locate the reincarnation of their beloved 
teacher, Nechung Rinpoche. It details find-
ing and escorting the eight-year old rein-
carnate out of Chinese-occupied Tibet to 
safety and tutelage in Dharamsala, India, 
and eventual continuation of the teachings 

Wood Valley Temple Author Writes Road to Freedom

Wood Valley Temple, where the campus is home to Marya Waifoon Schwabe, author of Road to Free-
dom: A Journey from Occupied Tibet, with forward by the Dalai Lama.  Photo from Wood Valley Temple

The Dalai Lama with  Marya Waifoon Schwabe 
and Miguel Schwabe. 

Photo from Road to Freedom:  A Journey from 
Occupied Tibet.

of his predecessor at the Tibetan Buddhist 
Temple in Wood Valley.

The quest began after the founder of 
Wood Valley Temple, Ne-
chung Rinpoche, passed 
away suddenly in 1983, 
himself the reincarnate lama 
of Nechung Monastery in 
Tibet and India, which hous-
es the Chief State Oracle of 
Tibet. Wood Valley Temple 
is also known as Nechung 
Dorje Drayang Ling. Marya 
and Miguel Schwabe serve 
as its resident managers and 
caretakers.

From 1975 to 1983, 
they lived and worked closely in Wood Val-
ley with Rinpoche, immersing themselves 
in Buddhism and learning spoken and clas-
sical Tibetan from him. During and since 
that time, the Schwabes have organized vis-
its and teaching programs for more than 50 
lamas, including two visits by His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, while continuing to travel 
and study throughout Asia.

“Miguel and I had a theoretical con-
cept of the process of how reincarnate la-
mas were discovered and recognized from 
accounts in the biographies of eminent la-
mas. The notion of putting these principles 
into action firsthand was compelling, as 
was the wish to locate the incarnation of 
our teacher,” says Marya.

In accordance with the Tibetan tradi-
tion of finding the reincarnations of high la-
mas, the Schwabes, together with Nechung 
monks who had taken refuge in India from 
the torturous climate of occupied Tibet, 
sought guidance from His Holiness the Da-
lai Lama. “In 1987, His Holiness apprised 
us that Nechung Rinpoche had been reborn 
in Central Tibet. His Holiness gave several 
clues: the year of the boy’s birth, the names 
of his parents, and the locale of Lhasa, the 
capital city of Tibet,” says Marya.

“First and foremost, how were we to 
find this boy? Where would we start? Even 
with the names of the child, mother and 
father, it was still a challenge. What were 
Rinpoche’s parents like? Did they have 
faith in the Buddha Dharma and the Dalai 
Lama or had they been indoctrinated into 
the Communist Party? What would their 
reactions be? Would they allow us to take 
their child to India? Moreover, what about 
the young boy—would he leave his parents 
to go with total strangers and join a mon-
astery?” There were so many unanswered 
questions, says Marya.

A search party of three —a monk from 
Nechung Monastery in India, Marya and 
Miguel—made journeys to Tibet in 1987 
and 1993. Road to Freedom follows them 

to sacred visionary lakes and ancient mon-
asteries, on precarious expeditions filled 
with challenges: Where to look, whom to 
trust, and how to accomplish a nearly im-
possible mission in a Chinese communist-
occupied country where surveillance was 
prevalent. Ultimately, the escape with the 
eight-year-old lama entailed crossing mul-
tiple heavily guarded checkpoints, includ-
ing two international airports.

Road to Freedom: A Journey from Oc-
cupied Tibet is available for purchase at 
amazon.com and bookshop.org For more 
information, contact: Marya Schwabe at 
her office, 808-928-8539; on her mobile, 
808-217-2257. Emailjourney@nechung.
org. See journeyfromoccupiedtibet.org

Aloha mai kākou e nā 'ohana o ku'u 
mau wahi pana o Ka'ū is the message from 
the Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka'ū. It marked 
50 years in August 2019 with an anniver-
sary celebration and lū'au in Pāhala. "A 
short seven months later, the COVID-19 
pandemic changed 
the way we inter-
act and engage as a 
community," says its 
President Berkeley 
Yoshida.

Hawaiian Civic 
Club of Ka'ū can-
celled in person 
meetings and con-
ducted business for 
the remainder of 
2020 via email and 
phone calls. Mem-
bers also attended 
the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 
Annual Convention virtually for the first 
time in November 2020, meeting via Zoom 
to conduct convention business and voting 
on related matters over the course of two 
weekends.

In December 2020, Hawaiian Civic 
Club of Ka'ū held it's biannual election for 
its Executive Board. Newly elected officers 
for 2021 - 2022 are: President Berkeley Yo-
shida, Vice-President Kaihilani Ke, Secre-
tary 'Āina Akamu, Treasurer Moana DeLe-
on, and Directors Jeanette Howard, Nadine 
Ebert, and Halani Berard. 

Yoshida said the new Board quickly 
adapted. In January 2021, the Civic Club 
launched a new website to communicate 

more easily with members and the communi-
ty, and to provide an easy online form to join. 

Monthly membership meetings are still 
held on the third Thursday of at 6:30 p.m. 
However, all meetings for 2021 will take 
place virtually via Zoom. Monthly meeting 

dates and informa-
tion to join the Zoom 
meetings are on the 
Hawaiian Civic Club 
of Ka'ū website. An-
nual membership dues 
are $20 per calendar 
year for adults, and $5 
per calendar year for 
youth ages 5-17.

Yoshida says that 
"an integral part of the 
Civic Club is to pro-
vide scholarships for 
those who are seeking 

further education." The scholarship applica-
tion for the 2021-2022 school year is now 
posted on our website." Deadline to apply is 
April 30, 2021.

"We welcome all members of our com-
munity who support our mission: Ho'omalu, 
Ho'omau, Ho'opi'i, Mālama," says Yoshida. 
"If you would like to join, share or present 
at a meeting, or support the Hawaiian Civ-
ic Club of Ka'ū, please contact us via our 
email or through our website. Mahalo nui 
loa e mālama pono!"

Email: hawaiiancivicclubkau@gmail.
com

Website: https://sites.google.com/view/
hawaiiancivicclubkau

Hawaiian Civil Club Launches Website

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka’ū President Berkeley 
Yoshida, and Directors Jeanette Howard, Nadine 
Ebert, and Halani Berard.


