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Former Govs Back Biofuel Plant, Tree Planting Promised
Support for the biofuel plant that 

would burn eucalyptus harvested above 
Pāhala and beyond to make power for 
Hawaiʻi Electric, came from four former 
governors of Hawaiʻi in late October.

In a public statement, former gover-
nors Neil Abercrombie, Ben Cayetano, 
John Waiheʻe, and George Ariyoshi – their 
governorships as far back as 1974 – wrote: 
"We believe Honua Ola Bioenergy, the 
green energy plant in Pepe‘ekeo designed 
and built following government approvals 
to produce renewable energy for decades 
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Vote in the 2020 General Election by 
dropping off ballots at Nāʻālehu Police 
Station 24 hours a day until 7 p.m. elec-
tion day, Tuesday, Nov. 3 See more drop 
off  locations at elections.hawaii.gov/vot-
er-service-centers-and-places-of-deposit. 
Vote in person, with same-day registra-
tion, in Hilo at 101 Pauahi Street, #1, and 
Kona, 74-5044 Ane Keohokalole Hwy.

Check to see if mail-in ballots have 
been received at ballotstatus.hawaii.gov/
ballotreceipt. See more at elections.ha-
waii.gov.

Among the many candidates vying to 
serve Kaʻū, one official certain of reelec-
tion is County Council Maile David who 
ran unopposed for her final two year term 
which begins in December. She told The 
Kaʻū Calendar that she will wrap up her 

Travelers from Japan will bypass 
14-day quarantine, when they arrive with 
negative pre-travel COVID-19 tests from 
Japan's trusted partners, certified by the 
Hawaiʻi Department of Health. The Safe 
Travels Hawaiʻi program will accommo-
date flights from All Nippon Airways, Ja-
pan Airlines, and Hawaiian Airlines. The 
three will start flying into Hawaiʻi as early 
as Nov. 6. Testing will be available in Ja-
pan through approved partners beginning 
Nov. 3. Japan is Hawaiʻi's top international 
travel market.

Lt. Gov. Josh Green, MD, said, "Ma-
halo to our health partners in Japan for 
working with Hawaiʻi to implement this 
next phase of the Safe Travels Hawaiʻi 
program. The program is an extra layer 
of safety for the people of Hawaiʻi and 
our visitors, and it has restored hope for 
many people. We are anxious to welcome 
back our Japanese travelers and look for-
ward to Japan and Hawaiʻi's continued 
relationship." 
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Devastating Rust Threatens Kaʻū & Hawaiian Coffee Industry

Coffee Leaf Rust, pg. 3

Park." 
Also called Hū Honua Bio-

energy, the $474 million plant 
has been constructed on the coast 
in Pepeʻekeo, north of Hilo, and 
is awaiting permits, which have 
been rejected by the state Public 
Utilities Commission. The PUC 
ruled that the company must re-
submit its previously approved 
contract to sell energy to Hawai-
ian Electric. The proposal would 

Japan to Restart
Travel to Hawaiʻi 

Vote, pg. 5

More healthy, Hawaiʻi grown food for food-insecure communities is the aim of a new grant program from the USDA. Here, one of the murals at Pāhala 
Senior Center depicts Taka Fukunaga in his garden in the year 2000. A longtime passionate gardener and well into his 90s, Fukunaga still lives in Pāhala 
with his family. See Page 3 for a story on Suzanne Dix Kaliko, who painted the murals 20 years ago and recently returned to carefully restore them. 

Photo by Julia Neal

Fed to Fund Local Farms to Reduce Food Insecurity
Farmers in food-insecure communi-

ties like Kaʻū can receive $1.9 million in 
grants from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. The investment aims to increase 
quality and quantity of locally grown 
foods in food-insecure communities that 
import a significant amount of food. The 
funds will provide grants to qualifying 
communities over a three-year period. The 
money goes to Hawaiʻi Department of Ag-
riculture for distribution to grantees, with 

farmers can increase food production in 
their communities. If we can boost food 
production in more remote areas where 
there is a greater need, Hawaiʻi agri-
culture and entire communities will be 
strengthened."

Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture 
applied for the Micro-Grants for Food Se-
curity Program in August 2020 and was 
awarded a total of $1,938,556.80. The 

Fund Farms, pg. 2

Big equipment for harvesting tree-farmed eucalyptus above 
Pāhala sits idle while biofuel company appeals to open its 
electric plant.                                                  Photo by Julia Neal

to come, will reduce the state's dependence 
on fossil fuels, help Hawai‘i to combat cli-
mate change, and provide vitally-needed 
jobs to support the economic recovery of 
the Big Island."

The statement also mentions Friends 
of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park: "We 
applaud the fact that Honua Ola will plant 
more than three million trees through the 
National Forest Foundation during its first 
five years and that it will also support a 
significant tree-planting project with the 
Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 

this island receiving $419,115.98, 23 per-
cent of the total. Distribution is based on the 
number of people receiving Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program aid. There are 
10,169 approved SNAP applications here.

The USDA also looked at the number 
of farms. On this island, there are 4,220, ac-
cording to the 2017 Census of Agriculture.

Gov. David Ige said, "This grant pro-
gram will help support small-scale farm-
ing, ranching, and agricultural operations so 

Contact state Department of Agriculture with any signs of 
coffee leaf rust in Kaʻū's farmed and wild coffee. University of 
Hawaiʻi agricultural assistant extension agent Andrea Kawaba-
ta issued a message about the fungus, saying, "Growers, please 
scout your farms for any symptoms of coffee leaf rust." She rec-
ommends learning about the disease, which devastates farms 
around the world and was recently found in wild and farmed cof-
fee on Maui.

In a poster made for farmers, Kawabata and her extension 
agent colleague Ryan Tsutsui describe coffee rust, Hemileia vas-
tatrix, as "the most economically important coffee disease in the 
world." It was first discovered on cultivated coffee in Sri Lanka 
in 1869. Within ten years, production was completely destroyed. Coffee rust leaf necrosis. The fungus can lead to devastation at coffee farms.

Photo from U.H.
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A Kuleana campaign film is being 
promoted to visitors by Hawaiʻi Tour-
ism Authority. Released in October, the 
video – asking tourists to wear a mask, 
wash their hands, keep six feet apart, and 
share aloha with fellow travelers and resi-
dents – also shows native Hawaiians surf-
ing, dancing hula, and engaging in other 
cultural practices. See the film at vimeo.
com/442897954/f79360d1c5. 

Among those featured is Sabra 
Kauka, who narrated the Saving Kaʻū's 
Coast film, has helped lead gatherings of 
kūpuna leaders to Kaʻū from around the 
islands, and leads youth groups to stay 
here, explore, and learn more about their 
culture.

A statement from Hawaiʻi Tourism 
Authority, now led by Hawaiʻi Island 
resident John De Fries, says "Kuleana 
means responsibility, and it's the personal 
and collective commitment to the people 

of Hawaiʻi and the place we call home." 
HTA and co-sponsor Hawaiʻi Visitor & 
Convention Bureau sent the video to air-

lines, hotels, and activity partners to share 
with their customers within email confir-
mations, inflight, in-room, and on prop-

erty, as available. When visitors log in to 
their Facebook and Instagram accounts, 
the video will pop up on their feeds while 
they're in Hawaiʻi, through geo-targeting 
technology, according to HTA.

"Building on the health and safety 
messaging of the Kuleana video, in a few 
weeks, HTA and HVCB will also launch 
the Mālama Hawaiʻi Campaign in key 
West Coast source markets. It will encour-
age potential travelers to Mālama Hawaiʻi 
– to take care of our Earth, ourselves, and 
each other. The Mālama Hawaiʻi video 
will let visitors know that, while now is 
the time to explore and rejuvenate, it's also 
a time to learn and to responsibly partici-
pate in unique experiences that give back 
to Hawaiʻi," says the HTA statement. It 
also says that the message behind the Ku-
leana video is that "It's more than where 
you go. It's how you stay."

Kuleana Campaign asks Visitors to Be Responsible, Share Aloha
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grant program is unconnected to the CARES 
Act. It was established under the 2018 Farm 
Bill to provide support for small-scale gar-
dening, herding, and livestock operations to 

help produce food for food insecure areas.
Those eligible for grants include 

Hawaiʻi-based individuals and organiza-
tions, commodity associations, agricultural 
cooperatives, producer groups, and other 

non-profit orga-
nizations related 
to agriculture. In-
dividuals (farm-
ers, ranchers, 
producers, home 
gardeners, hunt-
ers) may apply 
for a maximum 
$5,000 per year 
for a maximum 
of three years. 
Organizations 
can receive a 
maximum of 
$10,000 per year 
for a maximum 
of three years 

and must provide a ten percent cash match.
A statewide Request for Proposals will 

be issued in early November and posted on 
the Hawai‘i State Procurement website. A 

panel in each county will be appointed to re-
view and approve eligible proposals.

Examples of activities that may be 
funded under the grant include Small-Scale 
Gardening purchase of tools or equipment, 
soil, seeds, plants, canning equipment, re-
frigeration, composting equipment, towers, 
hydroponic, and aeroponic farming.

Also eligible are Small-Scale Herd-
ing and Livestock Operations – purchase of 
animals; purchase, erection, 
or repair of fencing for live-
stock; and activities or sup-
plies associated with setting 
up or equipping a slaughter 
and processing facility, in-
cluding purchasing mobile 
slaughterhouses.

Also qualifying are pro-
grams Expanding Access 
to Food and Knowledge of 
Food Security – create or 

Sabra Kauka, cultural practitioner, who has worked in Kaʻū, is featured in the new Kuleana video 
produced by Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority.

expand avenues for the sale of food com-
modities – includes paying for shipping of 
purchased items related to growing or rais-
ing food for local consumption.

Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture's 
Market Development Branch will schedule 
webinars in the near future to guide interest-
ed parties through the application process. 
The webinar schedule will be posted at hdoa.
hawaii.gov/add/md/.

Small scale gardening is eligible for grants from the USDA to organizations and 
small farmers.                                                                        Photo by Geneveve Fyvie

Fund Farms, from pg. 1

With the highest unemployment rate 
in the country in September and eight 
months into the pandemic, the state De-
partment of Labor & Industrial Relations 
extended unemployment benefits to 52 
weeks. The agency announced the sec-
ond extension for the Pandemic Emer-
gency Unemployment Compensation.

State Department of Labor Direc-
tor Anne Eustaquio said, "The Extended 
Benefits program provides a much-need-
ed safety net for Hawaiʻi claimants who 
have exhausted their current benefits and 
are still dealing with the long-term effects 
of unemployment due to COVID-1."

The program keeps the weekly ben-
efit amount the same as regular state un-
employment insurance benefit based on 
prior employment. See more at labor.
hawaii.gov.

Unemployment
E x t e n d e d
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USDA Rural Development will invest $966,540 
for Kohala Center on this island, the state Neighbor Is-
land Innovative Initiative and for a program on Kauaʻi.

Pāhala resident Brenda Iokepa-Moses, who serves 
as Hawaiʻi/Western Pacific State Director for Rural 
Development, said, "Sometimes 
the biggest challenge for our ap-
plicants is getting through the ap-
plication process. These techni-
cal assistance grants are vital in 
helping our rural community ap-
plicants package their application 
and get to the finish line."

Deputy USDA Under Secre-
tary Bette Brand said, "Under the 
leadership of President Trump 
and Agriculture Secretary Perdue, 
USDA is committed to being a 
strong partner to rural businesses, 
because we know that when rural 
America thrives, all of America 
thrives."

For the Kohala Center, Ru-
ral Development is providing 
$832,540 to provide technical as-
sistance to 176 socially disadvan-
taged producers who are members 
of five rural cooperatives and six rural groups oper-
ating across the state of Hawaiʻi, and a group of 50 
socially disadvantaged businesses operating in rural 
areas statewide. Technical assistance in the areas of 
business planning and capitalization, co-op leadership 
in project management, accounting/
financial literacy, community food 
system development, co-op leader-
ship in project management, com-
munity soil fertility practices, grant application coach-
ing, website development, community engagement, 

agroecology and Pacific Island planting in commercial 
systems, co-op membership roles and responsibilities, 
and agricultural pest control.

State of Hawaiʻi will receive $79,000 for its tech-
nical assistance for its Neighbor Island Innovation 

Initiative (N13) program. The pro-
gram provides business mentoring 
to startup and small companies, to 
achieve their next level of growth. 
An additional grant goes to Coun-
ty of Kauaʻi.

A statement from Rural De-
velopment says the business pro-
grams provide financial backing 
and technical assistance to stimu-
late business creation and growth. 
The programs work through part-
nerships with public and private 
community-based organizations 
and financial institutions to pro-
vide financial assistance, business 
development, and technical assis-
tance to rural businesses. These 
programs help to provide capital, 
equipment, space, job training, 
and entrepreneurial skills that can 
help to start and/or grow a busi-

ness. Business Programs also support the creation and 
preservation of quality jobs in rural areas.

USDA Rural Development provides loans and 
grants to help expand economic opportunities and cre-
ate jobs in rural areas. This assistance supports infra-

structure improvements; business 
development; housing; community 
facilities such as schools, public 
safety. and health care; and high-

speed internet access in rural areas. For more informa-
tion, visit rd.usda.gov.

Rural Development Invests in Financial Training for Success

Coffee rust spread to Southeast Asia, Af-
rica, the Western hemisphere, South and 
Central American countries, and many oth-
er main coffee growing regions, devastat-
ing farms along the way. Hawaiʻi has long 
been lauded as one of the last remaining 
coffee growing regions in the world with-
out coffee rust.

To prevent introduction of rust, the ex-
tension agency recommends planting only 
locally grown coffee seedlings and plants. 
Follow all quarantine requirements for im-
ported coffee products, plants, and plant 
parts. Even if rust is not visible, spores 
could be present.  

Kawabata and Tsutsui warn coffee 
farmers of illegal and unsafe practices: 
"Do not smuggle coffee plants, seeds, 
leaves, or cherry to Hawaiʻi. Discard or 
bag and immediately wash all clothing and 
footwear before and upon returning from 
a trip to coffee-producing farms outside of 
Hawaiʻi."

The presentation says coffee rust 
spores require the presence of water, in-
cluding rain, heavy dew, or overhead irri-
gation, to germinate. Spores germinate in 
two to four hours. Within 24 to 48 hours, 

the infection process is complete. Inocula-
tion, infection, and colonization are highly 
dependent on plant susceptibility, high 
relative humidity, moisture, and a tempera-
ture range of 59°F to 82°F. Loss of mois-

ture after germination inhibits infection. 
Disease outbreaks typically occur during 
the rainy season.

The ag extension presentation says the 
first observable symptoms are chlorotic, 
yellow-orange rust spots, approximately 
two to three millimeters in diameter, ap-
pearing on the upper surface of leaves. 
On the underside, rust spots correspond 
with blotches of infectious spores or ure-

diniospores, resembling a patch of yel-
low to dark orange-colored powder. The 
young lesions steadily increase in size with 
the center of the lesion turning necrotic 
and brown. Early spotting tends to occur 

around the margins or 
tips of leaves where 
dew and raindrops 
collect, creating the 
ideal environment for 
spore germination. 
Lower leaves are typ-
ically the first to show 
signs of rust, with the 
infection eventually 
progressing up the 
tree. Occasionally, 
coffee rust can be 
seen infecting young 

stems and berries.
According to the presentation, the 

major effect of coffee rust is defoliation. 
Infected leaves drop prematurely, greatly 
reducing the coffee tree's photosynthetic 
capacity. Vegetative and berry growth are 
reduced correlating with intensity of rust in 
the current year. Long-term effects of rust 
can have a stronger impact by causing die-
back, which reduces the number of produc-
tive nodes on branches. This progression of 

the coffee rust fungus disease can have a 
significant impact on the following year's 
yield, with some researchers estimating 
losses between 30 percent and 80 percent.

One of the key factors to any pest 
management is good sanitation practices, 
say the extension agents. Regular prun-
ing and training of the coffee tree helps to 
prevent over-cropping and to maintain a 
healthy field. These practices help improve 
air circulation and also open up the cano-
py to allow proper spray coverage. Good 
weed control is an important factor as it 
keeps competition for vital nutrients low, 
reducing susceptibility to rust.

Kaʻū Coffee Farmers Cooperative 
President Gloria Camba said she urges all 
farmers to keep an eye out for coffee leaf 
rust.

See the Oct. 26 Kaʻū News Briefs for 
the announcement on discovery of coffee 
rust in Hawaiʻi, from state Department of 
Agriculture. See Kawabata's website, ha-
waiicoffeeed.com/coffee-leaf-rust---nko.
html, for more. "If you suspect coffee leaf 
rust on any island, you can call HDOA's 
Plant Pest Control Branch at (808) 973-
9525," said Kawabata. With questions 
about rust, contact her at andreak@hawaii.
edu. Text her at (415) 604-1511.

Underleaf lesion from coffee rust, which has been discovered in coffee plants 
in Hawaiʻi.                                                                                    Photo from U.H.

Coffee Leaf Rust, from pg. 1

A Facelift for Pāhala Seniors Mural
The murals at Pāhala Senior Center are shining brighter 

with a restorative facelift from their original artist, Suzanne 
Dix Kaliko. She painted the images of seniors well-known 
in the community 20 years ago. She said it was amazing to 
document the village, the garden with Taka Fukunaga, and 
the lively seniors. before she became a senior. Now an offi-
cial member of Pāhala Senior Center, Dix Kaliko continues 
her relationship, teaching painting to its members before the 
pandemic. 

Suzanne Dix Kaliko, restoring one of the murals she painted two 
decades ago, featuring Pāhala's famous senior Line and 
Bon Dancers.                                                            Photo by Julia Neal

Hawaiʻi/Western Pacific State Director for 
USDA Rural Development Brenda Iokepa-Moses

Murals, pg. 16
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Stars over Ka‘ū - November 2020 
by Lew & Donna Cook

The Solar System
Mars is in Pisces (PSC), crossing the 

meridian just before chart time (10 pm 
on the 15th of the 
month). The me-
ridian is the imagi-
nary line running 
from north, thru 
overhead, to the 
south. My friends, 
Dan VanDerZan-
den and Robert 
Minor, each posted 
fantastic images of 
Mars that they took 
using modest 8 and 
11 inch telescopes, 
reproduced here. 
They took video 
images and com-
bined the best of 

them.
Jupiter has set 

at chart time and 
Saturn will follow 
soon. Both are still 
in eastern Sagit-
tarius (SGR is off 
the star chart). These two giant planets will 
appear in our morning skies in April when 

they will be in Capricorn (CAP).
Constellations and Deep Sky Objects

Who's in the sky this month? We've 
covered the animals last month, and prom-
ised a discussion of humans this month. So 
who's up there now? Starting in the north-
ern sky, (in ancient Greek mythology) 
we've got royalty! Crossing the meridian 
is Queen Cassiopeia (CAS) shaped like an 
"M" (or a "W" depending on just how you 
look at it). She ruled Ethiopia along with 
her husband, King Cepheus (CEP). They 
are joined by their daughter, Andromeda 
(AND) whom the King of the Sea, Posei-
don (no constellation), chained to a rock 
near the ocean's shoreline to feed Cetus 
(CET), the monster of the ocean.

But his attempt was foiled! Perseus 
(PER), on his way home, carrying the head 
of the Gorgon Medusa, noticed Androm-
eda. (Gorgons weere mythical creatures 
with human-like faces but whose hair was 
poisonous snakes!) He warned Androm-
eda not to look into Medusa's eyes as even 
dead, the head of Medusa had the power 
of turning whoever gazed into its eyes into 
stone! Such a warning was not given to 
Cetus, and when the sea monster looked 
upon the severed head of Medusa, it was 
turned to stone and sank. Andromeda and 
Perseus married and had seven sons and 
two daughters.

We can still see the head of Medusa 
in the sky winking at us. The star Algol, 
an eclipsing binary pair of 
stars, was likely the first 
such pair recognized. It var-
ies with a period of two days 
20 hours and about 49 min-
utes. Algol varies from 2.1 
magnitude to 3.3 and back 
to 2.1 in a single night.

Cetus also has a naked 
eye variable, too, but not the 
eclipsing kind. Instead, it is 

a star called Mira, but with an 11 month 
period. It varies much slower than Algol. 
It is a pulsating star that goes from just be-

low magnitude 2 
to magnitude 10. It 
is visible now.

Orion (ORI), 
the mighty hunter 
has risen in the 
east followed by 
the twins (GEM). 
Not to be forgot-
ten, though, is 
the constellation 
we've been look-
ing at all summer: 
Aquarius! He's 
been carrying wa-
ter for us through-
out the summer! A 
faint constellation, 
the sculptor (SCL) 
is also shown. It's 
brightest star is 
only magnitude 
4.3, but it does 
contain a dwarf 
galaxy.

The Trifid nebula (meaning divided in 
three parts) has set well before the time of 
our chart, but look for it next year! Actual-
ly there are two distinct portions: The north 

part (blue in the color version- see http://
www.kaucalendar.com/KauCalendar_Sep-
tember2020.pdf ) and the south part (pink 
in the same image) which often appears 
in four rather than three parts. This image 

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

CLAssiFiED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

comes from another friend, Rick Taft, who 
captured this image from about 12,500 
feet. It is about 4,100 light-years away. 
Isn't it great to have a portable telescope?

We have redrawn two constellations 
for the chart: Cetus and Phoenix, to look 
like the whale and the bird they represent.

Moon Phases
Date  Moonrise Moonset
Last Quarter 
Nov.    8 (LEO) 11:53 pm* 1:17 pm
New Moon
Nov.    14(LIB) 5:58 am  5:42 pm
First Quarter 
Nov.     21(AQU) 12:46 pm      12:20 am**
Full Moon 
Nov.    29(TAU) 5:32 pm 6:04 am**

*day prior     **next morning
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:

Date  Sunrise Sunset
Nov.     6, 2020 6:25 am 5:46 pm
Nov.     13 6:29 am 5:44 pm 
Nov.     20 6:33 am 5:43 pm 
Nov.     27 6:37 am 5:43 pm

Local Attractions

The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo con-
tinues its closure to the public, but there is 
a wealth of information at 'imiloa@home. 
See imiloahawaii.org/imiloaathome for 
great information.

Rick Taft took this shot of the trifid nebula by taking 
his 10" telescope up to an elevation of 12,500 feet in 
California. The object shown here is a combination of a 
star cluster and a gaseous nebula.

Dan VanDerZanden and Robert Minor took 
these images using the "video" settings on their 
cameras and each of them combined the best of 
the images, giving these spectacular results! Mars 
presents somewhat different faces in these images 
due to Mars's day being 39.6 minutes longer than 
an earth day.
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Kamehameha Values To Determine Golf Course Future
Volcano Golf Course's future will be 

managed with Kamehameha School core 
values, according to the terms of the school's 
proposal to lease out the 156-acre property 
on the Kaʻū side of Volcano. Those values 
are community, culture, economics, educa-
tion, and environment. Kamehameha is pre-
pared to offer a long-term lease, according 
to a story in an October edition of Hawaiʻi 
Tribune-Herald. 

Alapaki Nahele-a, a Kamehameha 
Schools Director of Community Strategies, 
told reporter Michael Brestovansky that the 
lease will include the course, clubhouse, 
and restaurant, which suffered substantial 

damage from a fire last year. Nahele-a told 
the Tribune-Herald, "We are looking for 
someone who can fit all our core values, not 
just someone who can make it financially 
profitable."

In the meantime, Kamehamaha Schools 
is mowing the course to lessen its deteriora-

tion and may offer a bridge lease to an entity 
that would groom and operate it for the pub-
lic to play golf. 

The Japan-based long-term former ten-
ants of the golf course told The Kaʻū Cal-
endar after the fire that they planned to use 
insurance money to rebuild the clubhouse. 

Playing on the rough after Volcano Golf Course 
closed, golfers can expect new management and a 
reopening.                                 Photo by Julia Neal

Rebuilding or repairing the fire-damaged club-
house will likely be a requirement for whomever 
wins the Volcano Golf Course lease from 
Kamehameha Schools.              Photo by Julia Neal

However, they changed their minds and 
abandoned the lease in May. Their hui began 
managing the golf course and clubhouse in 
1969, with a change in the business to a lo-
cally registered company in 1999. 

All three golf courses and their club-
houses in Kaʻū – Punaluʻu, Discovery Har-
bour, and Volcano – are shut down to the 
public, with plans being developed by new 
owners at Punaluʻu, a community group at 
Discovery Harbour, and the lease proposal 
at Volcano. Kamehameha Schools also owns 
lands adjacent to the Punaluʻu Golf Course. 

Just steps from the Volcano Golf Course's charred clubhouse, fairways and greens remain with endan-
gered nēnē geese and large ʻōhiʻa trees in bloom. Kamehameha Schools is looking for a new steward.

Photo by Julia Neal

Televised Exercises for Kūpuna on Weekdays
A new television exercise program, 808-Kūpuna 

Fit, is co-sponsored by County of Hawaiʻi, KHON-2, 
KHII, Nā Leo TV, Hawaiʻi Island Adult Care, YMCA, 
and Blue Zones Hawaiʻi. Available across the state on 
KHII, the weekday exercise show airs for 30 minutes, 
from 9 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Such exercises as hula, Tai 
Chi, dance, and more will be led by Hawaiʻi Island 
instructors.

A statement from the county says, "The CO-
VID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the 
Doris Takimoto teaches Bon Dancing as a kūpuna exercise, to be aired with yoga, Tai Chi, and other exercise sessions on 
television.                                                                                                                                                         Image from Hawaiʻi County

Register for Hawaiian Island Virtual Run
Register for Hawaiian 

Islands Challenge Virtual 
Run through Nov. 30. Runs 
can be completed through 
the end of 2020. Individu-
als or teams can register to 
traverse some or all of 808 
kilometers on six different 
courses, one on each main 
island. 

The announcement 
says, "Escape the 14-day 
quarantine and uncertain 
travel restrictions by partici-

pating in your own virtual 
run or walk vacation on 
one of six Hawaiian Is-
lands or if you are in need 
of some real rest and re-
laxation... Island Hop... 
and enjoy six independent 
point-to-point courses ex-
ploring new locations and 
experiences along the 
way."

Register at 
runsignup.com/Race/
Register/?raceId=93465.

lives of Hawaiʻi residents. Our new reality changes each 
day and our seniors are separated from their friends, fami-
lies, and communities. Due to the spikes in COVID-19 
cases, seniors are unable to enjoy their regular activities, 
including exercise programs available through the El-
derly Activities Division of the Department of Parks & 
Recreation."

Fitness videos with activities such as Bon Dance, 
Line Dance, Yoga, Qigong, and Chair Dance are also 
available online at 808b-fit.com.

many projects, from finishing 
restorations and upgrades to 
Nāʻālehu Community Center 
to the twists and turns of help-
ing the county and community 
through the pandemic. She 
said that, after her final term, 
determined by a four term 
limit, she will look forward to 
spending time with her hus-
band fishing along the shore. 
When asked whether she 
would run for the state legis-
lature, she said she would not 
separate from her family and 
community to spend so much 

time on Oʻahu for the legislative 
sessions.

Also ready and already elect-
ed is Kelden Waltjen, the new 
Prosecuting Attorney, who won 
in the primary.

Running for mayor are Mitch 
Roth and Ikaika Marzo. The win-
ner will be sworn in Monday, 
Dec. 7 at noon.

Winners for posts in the 
Hawaiʻi Legislator will begin 
their terms upon election.

Running for state House of 
Representatives in East Kaʻū and 
Volcano into Hilo are incumbent 

Vote, pg. 15

Vote, from pg. 1
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 
Local Teachers Offered Funds to Develop Distance Learning

Local teachers are invited to develop 
distance learning programs and apply for 
grants from the Hawaiʻi Department of Edu-
cation. A statement posted on the Hawaiʻi 
Teachers Association website says, "HI-
DOE and public charter school teachers 
are encouraged to work collaboratively in 
teams or individually to design various cur-
riculums to support fellow educators who 

are engaged in distance learning or hybrid 
classrooms."

Priority will be given to curricular de-
signs scalable across grade levels, schools, 
and communities, to address English Lan-
guage Arts and Math Common Core State 
Standards, and Next Generation Science 
Standards. The grants are also available for 
development of online programs for teach-

ing and learning experiences that advance: 
Social and Cultural Studies, ʻĀina-based 
Projects, Special Education, Place-based 
Units, Online Citizenship, Digital Literacy, 
Creative Arts, Sustainability, English Learn-
ers Social justice, Environmental Issues, 
STEM, Project-based Learning, Civics Edu-
cation, Career and Technical Education Fo-
cus, Social-Emotional Learning, Computer 
Science, and Multilingual Education.

Grant recipients are required to advance 
strategic goals of the HIDOE via the Prom-
ise Plan: Hawaiʻi, Equity, School Design, 
Empowerment, and Innovation.

HIDOE has set up the online platforms 
for teachers to meet and collaborate, with a 
Saturday, Nov. 7, from 9 to 11:30 a.m., event 
called Creative Café, to assist in generating 
ideas and preparing grants. Register at sites.
google.com/k12.hi.us/innovation2021.

Schools Continue Free Meals
for All Youth 18 & Younger

Free meals for anyone 18 and younger 
resumed in October at Nāʻālehu Elementary 
and Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary. Pick-
up time for lunch and next-day breakfast is 
11:30 a.m. to noon on weekdays, excluding 
Nov. 3, 26, and 27, through Friday, Dec. 
18. Social distancing is required and masks 
must be worn at all times. Parents and guard-
ians can pick up the meals with documents. 
Youths don't need to be present.

Free meals to all children started after 
schools closed in March, at the beginning of 
the pandemic, with grab-and-go breakfast in 
the morning and lunch at mid-day, through 
July 17. Foodservice for students enrolled 
in schools became available again when dis-
tance classes began in late August. 

In October, one of the sponsors, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, announced 
funding approval for an extension of the 
Summer Food Service Program through the 

end of the 2020-2021 school year. Children 
can receive free meals regardless of whether 
or not they are enrolled in school.

Hawaiʻi's First Lady Dawn Ige, said, 
"Parents left unemployed or 
underemployed due to CO-
VID-19 may be faced with 
significant shortfalls to the 
family budget. Getting free 
breakfast and lunch for their 
children at school can make 
a big difference. We intend 
to make full use of these fed-
eral funds to provide healthy 
meal options for local fami-
lies through the Grab-and-
Go meal program."

To pick up meals, par-
ents and guardians provide 
a verification document: of-
ficial letter or email from 
school listing child(ren) en-
rolled; recent student report 
card(s); attendance record(s) 
from parent portals of school 
websites; birth certificate(s) 

Grab-and-Go meals for anyone 18 or younger 
resumed in October at Kaʻū High & Pāhala 
Elementary and Nāʻālehu Elementary. 

Photo by Julia Neal

School Meals, pg. 7
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs
Most Hubs Temporarily Close in COVID Rise, Free Food Abounds

Free food for those 18 and younger from Volcano School of Arts & Sciences began 
in October and runs through June 30, 2021. Weekly distribution is on Fridays from Kaʻū 
District Gym Parking Lot, 96-1219 Kamani St. in Pāhala, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until 
pau. Each child will receive shelf-stable foods such as rice, dry pasta, and beans, and 
fresh foods like eggs and milk. Canned vegetables and fruit will be available initially, 
with fresh fruit and vegetables, and meats, available as the program grows. Each child 
will receive enough food for breakfast and lunch for seven days.

Rachel Otis, coordinator of Volcano School's kitchen, told The Kaʻū Calendar, 
"The goal is to provide meals that are healthy and nurturing to the students and we need 
to be very clear the food is for the keiki, but doing it this way will also feed the ̒ Ohana… 
We are starting slow and will make adjustments as we go along." She said 175 bags were 
available the first week.

This is a USDA program that supports community meals. There are no income 
requirements to participate. Students do not need to be present to receive bags. Each 
child's ʻohana will be asked to fill out a form with name and birthdate, and school if the 
child is of school age.

of child(ren); student ID card(s); driver's 
permit(s)/license(s) for high school students; 
or state-issued ID of the student(s).

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue 
said, "We want to ensure that chil-
dren continue to receive the nutri-
tious breakfasts and lunches they 
count on during the school year 
wherever they are."

Sen. Mazie Hirono announced, 
"After I pushed USDA in August to 
extend child nutrition waivers, I'm 
glad to announce more free school 
meals will be available through the 
rest of the school year. Whether stu-
dents are doing distance or blended 
learning, every child should have 
access to a healthy meal."

Recently, Pres. Donald Trump signed 
a continuing resolution to extend regula-
tory waivers that grant schools "maximum 
flexibility" in serving meals and designing 
menus. By extending the Summer Food 
Service Program and the Seamless Summer 

Option waivers, as they are officially called, 
schools can also serve those free meals out-
side of typical meal hours, and allow parents 
and guardians to pick up them up.

The School Nutrition Association, 
which represents the nation's nutrition direc-
tors, said in a press release that the waivers 
are needed to ease the challenge of feeding 
kids during a pandemic, due to "unanticipat-
ed school closures" or changes in instruction. 

The group said its members 
needed regulatory certainty 

before placing or-
ders for the spring, 
and to plan menus 
for the months 
ahead. The waivers 
also make their work 
safer and easier, 
by allowing for the 
speedier distribu-
tion of grab-and-go 
meals and reducing 
in-person monetary 
transactions.

SNA president 
Reggie Ross said, 
"Families struggling 
to make ends meet 
can be assured that 
their students will have access to healthy 
school meals, whether they are learning at 
home or in school. School meal programs 
can remain focused on safely meeting nutri-
tional needs of children in their communities 
without having to worry about burdensome 
regulations."

Before the pandemic, children had to 
pay for school meals unless their family's 

household 
income was 
at or below 
130 percent 
of the pover-
ty level. But 
when out-
breaks forced 
classes on-

line, and as unemployment surged, USDA 
empowered schools to become de facto com-
munity feeding centers, allowing grab-and-
go distribution and for parents to pick up free 
food for their children.

USDA had been reimbursing those 
meals, which were being given to all chil-
dren, even if they weren't enrolled in the 
school. Without waivers, and the per-meal 
reimbursements, schools were briefly 
forced to deny food to hungry children, 
which a Cincinnati nutrition director called 
"heartbreaking."

Diane Pratt-Heavner, an SNA spokes-
person, said, with the extension of the na-
tionwide waiver for the duration of the year, 
the "overwhelming majority of schools" are 
likely to serve free meals to all.

Learning from home or on campus, anyone 18 and younger 
can receive food through the end of the 2020-2021 school 
year.                                                               Photo from DOE

Hawaiʻi Department of Education is cleared to feed anyone 18 and younger 
meals through the end of the school year, regardless of school enrollment.

Photo by Julia Neal

School Meals, from pg. 6

Volcano School Offers Bulk Food for Keiki

Wifi access hubs sponsored by Kaʻū 
High & Pāhala Elementary are temporarily 
closed due to COVID-19 cases in the com-
munity. The Pāhala location for students 
of all grades is the 
old gym on campus. 
Nāʻālehu location for 
junior high and high 
school students is 
Nāʻālehu Assembly 
of God. Ocean View 
hub at St. Jude's is for 
Nāʻālehu and Pāhala 
students of all ages. All 
three are closed until 
further notice. 

According to 
Kaʻū High School, the 
closure is to protect the 
students and staff, with 
the case count having 
risen in Ocean View. A 
rumor circulating that 
someone in the learn-
ing hub at St. Jude's Church had tested posi-
tive, is false, according to school officials.

Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary re-
quests community members take precau-
tions by disinfecting objects frequently, 
washing hands frequently, and avoiding 

crowds and gatherings 
by staying home. Call 
KHPES main office at 
313-4100 with ques-
tions, wifi and use of 
computers.

Nāʻālehu Re-
silience Hub re-
mains open Monday, 
Wednesday, and Fri-
day at Nāʻālehu Hon-
gwanji on makai side 
of Hwy 11, with free 
computer use and wifi 
from noon to four, 
with takeout meals.

Kaʻū Food Pantry 
at St. Jude's was also 
canceled for October, 
following a cluster of 

COVID-19 cases. Alternative food pickup 
is available through Hope DIA-mend Minis-

tries, which is handing out 200 to 600 plates 
on weekdays at 5 p.m. in the Ace parking 
lot in Ocean View. Hope also hands out 
40 lunches on Mondays. Pastors Pam and 
Lance Ako head up the food distribution. In 
Nāʻālehu, Hope gives out 104 meals in front 
of the old Nāʻālehu Theatre at 4 p.m.

Testing in communities all over the 

island continue, with Hawaiʻi County Civil 
Defense announcing locations daily. Sign up 
for alerts at hawaiicounty.gov/departments/
civil-defense.

Cases in Kaʻū remain low, with less 
than 40 cases in the last month from Miloliʻi 
to Volcano, as of press time.

See daily updated color map at kaunewsbriefs.
blogspot.com. Onset of COVID-19 cases in the 
last 28 days, with no cases in Kaʻu zip codes 
96772 or 96785 as of press time. 

Department of Health map
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR
See Fresh Food on The Kaʻū Calendar 
directory for farms, ranches, takeout, 
and updates at www.kaunewsbriefs.

blogspot.com
EVENTS
Visit Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park's Kīlauea 

Visitor Center Lānai Sunday, Nov. 1, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Rangers will safely provide each 
keiki a free ecology gift bag and bingo card to 
help families explore the Park. Park entrance fees 
apply, but families with fourth graders enter free 
when they complete the paper voucher on every-
kidoutdoors.gov, and present it at the entrance sta-
tion fee booth.

Attend Free Virtual Hawaiʻi Book & Music Fes-
tival through Wednesday, Nov. 4. Fifteenth year 
of the festival features in-depth presentations cov-
ering a variety of topics deeply impacting the lo-
cal community. Featuring Hawaiʻi Public Radio's 
Burt Lum, host of Bytemarks Café, on several 
panels. More info & schedule.

Manu, the Boy Who Loved Birds Virtual Book Re-
lease with author Caren Loebel-Fried and special 
guests all day Thursday, Nov. 5. Option to order 
books with personalized inscriptions. volcanoart-
center.org, 967-8222

Artists and Vendors, Sign Up for the Annual Art 
& Craft Fair at Ocean View Community Center on 
Saturday, Nov. 7. The event, held outside from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m., helps raise funds for OVCC and 
benefit local artists and crafters. Booths $8 for a 
10' x 10' space, tents not provided. Free admission 
for attendees. Face masks required for all. Contact 
organizer Helen McCullough at 808-209-9204 or 
hmccullough.1@gmail.com.

PETFIX and Hawaiʻi Rainbow Ranger Spay 
and Neuter Clinic for Dogs Saturday, Nov. 7 in 
Ocean View. Microchips available. For informa-
tion and to register, call 808-990-3548 or email 
petfixbigisland@gmail.com.

AdvoCATS Free Spay and Neuter Clinic will be 
held Wednesday, Nov. 11 at Ocean View Com-
munity Center. To make a reservation, to reserve 
traps, to volunteer, or with questions, e-mail Cindy 
Thurston at cindyt@hawaii.rr.com, or call or text 
(808) 895-9283. See advocatshawaii.org.

Veterans Day Ceremony and Dinner, Kīlauea 
Military Camp, Wednesday, Nov. 11. Ceremony 
held live on KMC Facebook page at 3 p.m. Vet-
erans Day Dinner at Crater Rim Café, located in 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Reservations required, limited number of compli-
mentary meals available. Call 967-8371 for either 
Dine-In or Grab & Go. Menu: prime rib au jus, 
vegetable stir fry & black bean sauce, roasted red 
potatoes, cheesecake, and drink. Adults $26.95, 
$16.95 Vegetarian Option (w/o prime rib), chil-
dren 6-11 years old, $14.95. Proof of eligibility 
(Military ID, DD214 with photo ID, 100% DAV, 
or Hawaiʻi Veterans driver license) required to re-
ceive complimentary meal. Face coverings and 6 
feet distancing required in common areas. KMC 
open to all authorized patrons and sponsored 
guests. Park entrance fees apply. 

Introduction to Beadweaving, new series of bead-
ing classes with Phyllis Cullen, begins Thursday, 
Nov. 12, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. volcanoartcenter.org, 
967-8222

Kaʻū Art Gallery First Annual Holiday Arts & 
Crafts Sale, Saturday, Nov. 14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Kaʻū Art Gallery (behind Ace, across from 
Punaluʻu Bakery, in Nāʻālehu – the old Kamaʻaina 
Cuts building). Free admission, face masks re-
quired for all. Contact organizer Corrine Kaupu 
at 808-937-1840 or kauartgallery@hawaiiantel.
biz to vend.

Second Saturday Barbecue Fundraiser, Saturday, 

Nov. 14 in the parking lot of Volcano Art Center's 
Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Come get 
barbecued turkey legs and more. volcanoartcenter.
org, 967-8222

Basics of Mushroom Cultivation with Zach Mer-
mel, Saturday, Nov. 14, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. volcano-
artcenter.org, 967-8222

Hawaiʻi Farmers Union United Annual Meeting, 
Sunday, Nov. 15, 9 a.m. via Zoom, meeting code 
450 691 6693. No password. Attend by phone at 
(669) 900-6833, code 450 691 6693#. Delegates 
elect HFUU president, and adopt policies and by-
law amendments. Review and comment on. Enjoy 
world-class educational and musical presentations 
Nov. 12, 13, and 14. See hfuuhi.org.

Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund Public Cleanup Events 
Sunday, Nov. 15, cleanup and survey; and Sat-
urday, Dec. 19, cleanup. Group sizes limited due 
to COVID-19 precautions and government proc-
lamations. HWF says details are forthcoming but 
will be a blend of hiking, BYO-4wd, and limited 
HWF carpool options. Contact Megan Lamson-
Leatherman at (808) 280-8124 or wild@aloha.net.

Kīlauea Military Camp Thanksgiving Dinner, 
Dine-In or Grab-and-Go, for Thursday, Nov. 26; 
order by Monday, Nov. 16. Choice of turkey or 
ham, stuffing, cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, sweet potatoes, corn on the cob, salad, 
pumpkin squares. $19.95 adults, $12.95 6-11 yrs 
old for Dine-In. Turkey dinner to go, $59.95. Ham 
dinner to go, $69.95. Call 808-967-8356. Face 
coverings and 6 feet distancing required in com-
mon areas. KMC open to all authorized patrons 
and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply. 

Veteran Farmers can register for virtual Farm-
er Veteran Coalition Conference: Veterans 
Farming through Adversity held Nov. 18 and 
19, Wednesday and Thursday. Features educa-
tion, workshops, keynote speakers, panel dis-
cussions, networking opportunities, and more. 
$45 ($35 for coalition members). Advance 
registration required: web.cvent.com/event/
f2e0f900-ee44-4486-b2db-069058fe96d5.

Kīlauea Lodge & Restaurant Thanksgiving 
Menu available for dine-in and to-go. Reserva-
tions required to dine in between 3 p.m. and 7:45 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 26. Pickup slots available be-
tween noon and 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day; cut 
off for to-go orders is Thursday, Nov. 19. Dine-in 
prix fixe menu entrée choice of turkey at $55, filet 
mignon at $65, or vegetarian at $48, with sides, 
pupu, salad, and appetizer. Add lobster tail, $20. 
Keiki traditional turkey dinner, $25. Choice of 
dessert: pumpkin pie, Punaluʻu Sweet Bread pud-
ding, or chocolate layer cake. To-go menu, tradi-
tional turkey dinner, $32 per person. Keiki meal 
of corndog with macaroni & cheese, add $7. Call 
808-967-7366.

Beadweaving in the Round with Phyllis Cullen, 
Thursday, Nov. 19, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. volcanoartcen-
ter.org, 967-8222

Christmas in the Country 21st Annual Wreath 
Exhibition opens Saturday, Nov. 21 through 
Thursday, Dec. 31 at Volcano Art Center Gallery 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. volcanoart-
center.org, 967-8222

Paint Your Own Silk Scarf workshop with Patti 
Pease Johnson, Saturday, Nov. 21, 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Small Businesses and Nonprofits can Apply for 
Reimbursement Grants through the Business 
Pivot Program to cover expenses up to $10,000 
that they incurred implementing changes to their 
operations, products, and services. Grant applica-
tion open until Nov. 23, as funds are available. See 
hawaiibizpivot.org for eligibility requirements and 
to apply. 

Holiday Open House at Volcano Art Center 
Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village, Friday, 
Nov. 27, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Enjoy viewing of hand-
made wreaths, cider, music, door prizes, and gifts. 
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222

Hawaiian Islands Challenge Virtual Run through 
Dec. 31. Registration closes Nov. 30. Individuals 
or teams can register to traverse some or all of 808 
kilometers on six different courses, one on each 
main island. Register at runsignup.com/Race/HI/
AnyCityAnyState/HawaiianIslandsChallenge. 

ONGOING
Politics

Vote and Register In-Person same day. Locations 
are in Hilo at 101 Pauahi Street, #1, and Kona, 
74-5044 Ane Keohokalole Hwy. Secure ballot 
dropbox located in Nāʻālehu Police Station at 
95-5355 Māmalahoa Hwy 24 hours a day, until 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 3, Election Day. See other 
locations, tips on registering, voter registration 
status, and ballot receipt at elections.hawaii.gov. 
Attend Free Virtual Hawaiʻi Book & Music Fes-
tival at hawaiibookandmusicfestival.com through 
Nov. 4 15th year of the festival features in-depth 
presentations covering a variety of topics deeply 
impacting the local community. Featuring Hawaiʻi 
Public Radio's Burt Lum, host of Bytemarks Café, 
on several panels.

Watch the Oct. 5 Debate between Mayoral Can-
didates Ikaika Marzo and Mitch Roth on Nā 
Leo TV, Spectrum Channel 54, online at naleo.tv/
channel-54/, or via the free Nā Leo mobile app. 
Watch the mayoral forum on PBS at youtube.com/
watch?v=uneuqwEPH7s.

Virtual Workshops on Hawaiʻi's Legislative Pro-
cesses through Public Access Room. Sign up by 
contacting (808) 587-0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.
gov. Ask questions and discuss all things legisla-
tive in a non-partisan environment. Attend Cof-
fee Hour with PAR: Fridays at 3 p.m. on Zoom, 
meeting ID 990 4865 9652 or click https://zoom.
us/j/99048659652. PAR staff will be available to 
answer questions and to discuss the legislative 
process. Anyone wanting to listen in without tak-
ing part in discussions is welcome. Learn more at 
lrb.hawaii.gov/public-access-room.

Financial
Apply for Expanded Hawaiʻi County Rent and 

Mortgage Assistance Program. RMAP partners 
encourage Hawaiʻi Island residents who are at 
least 18 years old and lost income or work hours 
due to COVID-19, including quitting or reduced 
hours to provide childcare, may be eligible for 
up to $2,000 per month for rent, lease, or mort-
gage payments. Payments made directly to land-
lords, property managers, or mortgage lenders. 
Approved applicants also have access to finan-
cial counseling services. RMAP nonprofit part-
ners are Hawaiian Community Assets/Hawaiʻi 
Community Lending, HawaiianCommunity.net, 
808-934-0801; HOPE Services Hawaiʻi, hope-
serviceshawaii.org/rmap, 808-935-3050; Hawai‘i 
First Federal Credit Union, hawaiifirstfcu.com/
pathways, 808-933-6600; Neighborhood Place of 
Puna, neighborhoodplaceofpuna.org/coronavirus-
rent-mortgage-relief, 808-965-5550; Hawai‘i Is-
land Home for Recovery, hihrecovery.org/RMAP, 
808-640-4443 or 808-934-7852; Habitat for Hu-
manity Hawai‘i Island, habitathawaiiisland.org/
rmap.html, 808-450-2118.

Coffee Growers are urged to take a survey on how 
the pandemic is affecting them by Hawaiʻi Coffee 
Association. Take the survey here: https://www.

surveymonkey.com/r/638VWS6.
Apply for Holomua Hawaiʻi Relief Grants for 

small businesses and nonprofits of up to $10,000 
to support core operations, safe on-going and re-
opening costs, personal protective equipment, and 
training and technical assistance. The business or 
nonprofit must employ 50 people or fewer. See 
the program website, https://kohalacenter.us5.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=54bdd67c601f0c0d3e
a430053&id=c71a97248a&e=0e3fe20c1f.

Receive Help Over the Phone with Critical Fi-
nancial Issues, through Cities for Financial 
Empowerment Fund Financial Navigators from 
County of Hawaiʻi, in partnership with Hawaiʻi 
First Federal Credit Union. Complete web form 
here, http://hawaiifirstfcu.com/community-re-
source-center, or call 808-933-6600. Contact Sha-
ron Hirota at 808-961-8019 with questions.Free 
Job Training for workers displaced by COVID-19 
is launched by the state for up to 650 workers. Pro-
grams offer on-the-job training through Dec. 15, 
with wages starting at $13 to $15 an hour, health 
care benefits, and mentoring. Two different tracks 
in innovation or conservation sectors. See https://
dbedt.hawaii.gov/blog/20-21/.

Coffee Farmers and Producers of Other Agricul-
tural Products encouraged to apply to the Coro-
navirus Food Assistance Program through Dec. 
11. See funding updates and resources for coffee 
growers, hawaiicoffeeassoc.org. See complete list 
of eligible commodities, payment rates, and calcu-
lations at farmers.gov/cfap.

Marketing Assistance, for small businesses af-
fected by COVID-19, from Univeristy of Hawaiʻi-
Hilo faculty and their senior class at https://bit.
ly/2YvFxsl.

Find Grants and Loans Offered to Farmers and 
Ranchers at oahuaca.org. The website has a 
new search feature.

Health & Fitness
Health and Fitness Website for Kūpuna, 808b-fit.

com, contains videos for kūpuna to play and move 
along with. There are videos for stretching, tai 
chi, yoga, dancing, dance fitness, bon dance, hula, 
chair dancing, and chair yoga.

Yoga with Emily Catey Weiss, Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. at Volcano Art 
Center Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Ad-
vanced registration required; $5 per class. volca-
noartcenter.org/events, 967-8222 

Micronesian-Language COVID-19 Helpline 
offered by We Are Oceania. Receive answers to 
questions about COVID-19 symptoms, testing, 
quarantine, health insurance, housing, unem-
ployment, and other related questions, for those 
Micronesians who do not speak English. (808) 
913-1364. Watch the video here: https://www.
facebook.com/watch/?v=989579144844697.

Anyone Feeling Depressed or Anxious, or who 
needs someone to talk to, can call Department of 
Health's expanded Hawai‘i C.A.R.E.S. program 
at 1-800-753-6879 – the same number previously 
used by Crisis Line of Hawai‘i. Individuals in 
crisis can also text ALOHA to 741741, available 
24/7.

Free Monthly Online Breastfeeding Support 
Group MOMs to MOMs, fourth Wednesday, 2 
p.m. to 3 p.m. Presented and facilitated by Hui 
Mālama Ola Nā ʻŌiwi's Leila Ryusaki. Open to 
pregnant women and new breastfeeding moms 
with babies from birth to one year old. Sign up at 
HMONO.ORG/SERVICES.

Learn How to Practice Self-Care through Big Is-
land Substance Abuse Council's Practice Self-Care 
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Foundation Urges: Keep Fishing 
Ban in National Marine Monument 

Support for no fishing in the National 
Marine Monument is called for by the Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary Foundation and 
other partners. See the 2020 report State 

of the Monument at sanctuaries.noaa.
gov/news/oct20/state-of-the-monument.
html. Following its release, reporting that 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Mon-
ument benefits from limits on human impact 
but remains a fragile ecosystem, the National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation and hundreds 
of supporters urged policymakers to keep 
in place restrictions on commercial fishing 
within Pacific marine monuments. Read 
the petition letter at marinesanctuary.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-22-
Protect-Pacific-Marine-Monuments_Letter-
to-WESPAC-2.pdf.

The National Monument includes the 
uninhabited northern Hawaiian Islands and 
surrounding waters and is one of the largest 
marine preserves in the world. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
Hawaiʻi Department of Land & Natural 

Resources, and Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
jointly released State of the Monument. 
It reported that most of the habitats within 
Papahānaumokuākea remain in good con-
dition, owing to the science-based man-
agement practices in place to protect them. 
Lost fishing gear – as well as climate change 
impacts including, coral bleaching, invasive 
algae growth, and intense storms – threaten 
the ecosystem, the report concludes.

In its letter to the Western Pacific Re-
gional Fishery Management Council, signed 
by 202 ocean advocates, the Foundation puts 
forth that opening up Pacific monuments 

would undermine 
the health and resil-
ience of these special 
places and undermine 
fishery conservation 
efforts. According to 
a recent study pub-
lished in the journal 
Nature, the Hawaiʻi 
longline fleet's catch 
and its catch per 
unit effort increased 
since the monuments' 
designations.

The statement from the Foundation 
says, "Marine national monuments protect 
areas of cultural, scientific, and historic sig-
nificance to our nation. The Pacific marine 
monuments were created based on science, 
and ongoing research, including the 2020 
State of the Monument report, demon-
strates even greater reason to continue their 
protection."

In a letter to Western Pacific Regional 
Fisheries Management Council, the Founda-
tion states, "We, the undersigned, write to ex-
press our strong opposition to the WESPAC 
proposal to open our Pacific Marine Na-
tional Monuments -- Papahānaumokuākea, 
Pacific Remote Islands, Marianas Trench, 
and Rose Atoll -- to commercial fishing. 
From the deepest canyon on Earth, to the 
most pristine atolls and healthiest and old-
est corals in U.S. waters, Pacific Monuments 
safeguard treasured places with unparalleled 

natural and scientific significance. They pro-
tect habitats home to thousands of marine 
species, including some found nowhere else 
on Earth, and scientists continue to discover 
new species on nearly every new expedition. 
The monuments provide critical habitat to 
sea birds, endangered and threatened turtles, 
sharks and rays, the rare Hawaiian monk 
seals, and migrating whales."

Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument includes ten Northern Hawaiian Islands, numerous 
atolls, and encompasses over 583,000 square miles .                                                                    NOAA photo

Series. For additional series that feature refresh-
ing wellness tips, follow the Behavioral Health & 
Homelessness Statewide Unified Response Group 
at facebook.com/bhhsurg.

COVID-19 Talk Story on Nā Leo TV series aims 
to help deliver accurate and current information to 
Hawaiʻi Island residents. Airs live Thursdays at 10 
a.m. on Spectrum Channel 53, online at naleo.tv/
channel-53/, streaming on Nā Leo's free mobile 
app, and on-demand at naleo.tv/covid19.

Choose Aloha for Home is available to families, 
to provide a healthy way to grow together using 
neuroscience and positive psychology. Program 
uses a series of self-guided videos, activities, and 
"dinner table discussion topics." Sign up at choos-
elovemovement.org/choose-love-home/.

Sign Up for Two Women's Health Programs 
from Kaʻū Women's Collective. Piko focuses 
on reproductive health; increasing access, respect, 
cultural competence, education, and choice. Pilina 
aims to grow membership and establish a cul-
ture of collaborative decision-making. Meetings 
held Sundays on Oct. 11, Nov. 8, and Dec. 13 at 
2 p.m. Follow @kau_womens_health_collective. 
Contact rootsmedieshawaii@gmail.com. Call 
808-450-0498.

Guided Nature Walks through Nature Trail & 
Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 9:30 a.m. at Vol-
cano Art Center Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Vil-
lage. No reservations for five or fewer – limited 
to ten people. Free; donations appreciated. Email 
programs@volcanoartcenter.org. Garden is open 
to walk through at one's own pace, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. weekdays. Free. volcanoartcenter.org/events, 
967-8222

Education
Invite Park Rangers to Virtually Visit Classes, 

through connecting with teachers and home-
schoolers with distance learning programs and 
virtual huakaʻi (field trips). Contact havo_educa-
tion@nps.gov.

Student Athletes of Kaʻū High interested in par-
ticipating in athletics during the 2020-2021 school 
year are encouraged to call Athletic Director Kalei 
Namohala at 313-4161 to sign up for the Student 
Athlete Google Classroom.

Resilience Hub at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji, Mon-
day-Wednesday-Friday, noon to 4 p.m. Drop-in 
wifi and laptop access, free meals for participating 
keiki. Follows all county, state, and federal CO-
VID-19 guidelines. Contact Michelle Galimba, 
808-430-4927.

Attend Weekly Virtual Town Meetings, hosted by 
Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary, on Wednesdays 
at 5:30 p.m. Discussion topics include attendance, 
best practices, Grab-n-Go meals, school updates, 
questions and feedback, and more. Go to KHPES.
org website for Live WebEx link.

Register for Boys & Girls Club Mobile Out-
reach and Tutoring Programs at tinyurl.com/
y563evhs Registration does not guarantee a spot 
in the program. A staff member will reach out to 
eligible families for keiki grades 1-6, to complete 
the registration process. Questions? Contact Boys 
& Girls Club of the Big Island Administrative Of-
fice, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 
(808) 961-5536 or email mobiletutoring@bgcbi.
org or info@bgcbi.org.

ʻOhana Help Desk offers online How-To Guides 
for Chromebooks and iPads here: https://sites.
google.com/k12.hi.us/ohana-help-desk-portal/
home/device-support?authuser=0. ʻOhana Help 
Desk also available by phone, weekdays, 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m., Sundays from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Ocean View Mobile Learning Lab, weekdays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at St. Jude's lower 
parking lot. Open to students of Nāʻālehu Elemen-
tary and Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary, to con-
nect to internet for distance learning. Questions? 
See khpes.org or call 313-4100.

Ocean View Community Center Library new 
hours are Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pāhala and Nāʻālehu Public Libraries, open for 
wifi, pick-up, and other services. Nāʻālehu open 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pāhala open Tuesday, noon to 7 
p.m., Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Schedule a Li-
brary Take Out time at picktime.com/hspls. Open 
for library card account help and reference assis-
tance from the front door. Wifi available to anyone 
with a library card from each library parking lot. 
librarieshawaii.org

Free Book Exchanges, at laundromats in Ocean 
View and Nāʻālehu, provided by Friends of the 
Kaʻū Libraries. Open to all. Keep the books, pass 
them on to other readers, or return them. Selection 
of books replenished weekly at both sites.

Community
Sign Up for Solid Waste Operations Alerts 

at member.everbridge.net/index/%20
482552460607505#/signup, for site closures, 
availability of services, hours of operation, special 
conditions affecting solid waste service (such as 
road closures, flooding, fires), or special events, 
such as household hazardous waste collections.

Attend Sunday Drive-In Worship Service at 
Waiʻōhinu's Kauahaʻao Congregational Church. 

Parking on the lawn begins at 10 a.m., with Wor-
ship Service starting at 10:10 a.m. Face coverings 
required when usher comes to vehicle to pass 
out worship bulletin and other materials, and at 
the same time, collect any offering or gifts the 
individual(s) would like to give, or when leaving 
vehicles for the restroom. Church provides paper 
fans to stay cool. Bring water. Catch the live-
streamed service at 10:10 a.m. and Praise Jam, 
which runs from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Service is 

emailed Sunday afternoon to anyone on the email 
list. Sign up by emailing atdwongyuen.kauahaao-
church@gmail.com or call 928-8039 or 937-2155.

St. Jude's Episcopal Church services and wor-
ship are posted online at stjudeshawaii.org. Join 
the Aloha Hour via Zoom at 11 a.m. on Sundays, 
Meeting ID: 684 344 9828, Password: Aloha. 
Weekly hot meals, hot showers, the computer 
lab, and in-person services and bible studies are 
suspended.

Nominate Businesses that Provide Excellent 
COVID-19 Safety Precautions for a Gold 
Star. Submit nominations to County of Hawaiʻi 
Department of Research and Development at 
rd.hawaiicounty.gov/economic-development/co-
vid-19-business-resources-and-information/gold-
star-businesses. Find help for small businesses 
at rd.hawaiicounty.gov/economic-development/
covid-19-business-resources-and-information.

Resources for LGBTQ+, Loved Ones, and Allies 
at Sexual and Gender Minority online resource 
hub, Hawaiʻi Department of Health's first website 
dedicated to LGBTQ+ resources. For more infor-
mation on joining the SGM Workgroup, email 
Thaddeus Pham at thaddeus.pham@doh.hawaii.
gov. See health.hawaii.gov.

Learn About Hawaiʻi's History & Culture 
through Papakilo Database, papakilodatabase.
com.

Read Report on Public Input about Disaster 
Recovery from damage during the 2018 Kīlauea 
eruption. View the Civic Engagement and Com-
ment Analysis Report at parkplanning.nps.gov/
document.cfm?parkID=307&projectID=92891&
documentID=103878. 

Volcano Art Center, Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano 
Village, open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Gallery in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, 
open Wednesday through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Virtual Shopping Appointments offered via Skype 
or FaceTime. Book at volcanoartcenter.org/shop 
for $5. Shop online gallery 24/7. Orders shipped 
or free local pickup available. See the VAC Virtual 
Classroom, which features over 90 videos. volca-
noartcenter.org/events, 967-8222

Food
One-Time Emergency Food For Pets is available 

through KARES. Call David or Barbara Breskin 
at 319-8333.

Food Pickup through Hope DIA-mend Minis-
tries, weekdays, 5 p.m. in the Ace parking lot in 
Ocean View and lunches on Mondays. In Nāʻālehu, 
meals distributed in front of old Nāʻālehu Theatre 
at 4 p.m.

Emergency Boxes Available at Cooper Center 
Tuesday through Saturday 8 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
Call ahead, 967-7800.

Ocean View Community Market, open Saturdays 
and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., on the corner 
of Kona Drive and Highway 11, where Thai Grin-
dz is located. Managed by Mark Cocucci. Masks 
mandatory. 100-person limit, social distancing 
required. Gate unlocked for vendors at 5:30 a.m., 
$15 dollars, no reservations needed. Parking in 
upper lot only. Vendors must provide own sani-
tizer. Food vendor permits required. Carpooling 
encouraged.

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Market, in Nāʻālehu, open Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon. 
Limit of 50 customers, 25 vendor booths, with 30 
feet of space between vendors. Masks and hand 
sanitizing are required, social distancing enforced. 
Contact Sue Barnett, OKK Market Manager, at 
808-345-9374 (voice or text) or kaufarmer@aol.
com for more and to apply to vend. facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket

Volcano Farmers Market, Cooper Center, Vol-
cano Village, open on Sundays from 6 a.m. to 10 
a.m., with much local produce, island beef, and 
prepared foods. Call 808-967-7800.

Ocean View Swap Meet at Ocean View makai 
shopping center, near Mālama Market. Hours for 
patrons are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
Vendor set-up time is 5 a.m. Masks are required 
for all vendors and patrons.

Program to Sell Produce and Meats on Hawaiʻi 
Island from commercial farmers and livestock 
producers on Hawai‘i Island for distribution to 
families in need. Learn more at tinyurl.com/
yxhz26ja.

Native Hawaiian Farmers and Ranchers urged 
to use U.S. Dept. of Ag On-Farm Market Direc-
tory. Visit the program website, ams.usda.gov/
local-food-directories/onfarm.

Read About Seed Biodiversity for Hawaiʻi's Lo-
cal Food System in It all Begins...and Ends with 
Seed, where Education and Outreach Coordinator 
Nancy Redfeather shares her insights. Read the 
blog at tinyurl.com/y5ybd6y3.

Find Rangeland Management Resources at glo-
balrangelands.org/state/hawaii. Subscribe to the 
newsletter to receive updates.

Species like the black-footed albatross nest primarily in 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.                       NOAA photo
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NU PEPA NA‘ALEHU
Nāʻālehu Hongwanji Hosts Resilience Hub, Technology and Food

Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub is open to the 
public, with free access to laptop computers 
and wifi; business, education, and creative 
mentoring; and classes and nutrition. A 3D 

printer is on its way. Located in Nāʻālehu 
Hongwanji on makai side of Hwy 11, the 
Hub is open Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from noon to 4 p.m.

Students in need of internet and com-
puters, help with distance learning, and tak-
ing outside classes are invited to stop in. So 
are representatives of Kaʻū businesses, in 
need of mentoring and help with applying 

and Fridays with to-go lunches from Hana 
Hou at noon and to-go dinners from Kalaeki-
lohana at 3 p.m. Both meals are distributed 
at the Hongwanji. Hana Hou and Kalaekilo-

hana have committed to buying 
as much locally-produced food 
as possible for the Hub meals 
program. They are each provid-
ing 30 meals per pick-up session. 
Each dinner is large enough for 
two to three people.

Co-Captains of Nāʻālehu 
Resilience Hub are Marcia Mas-
ters, known for her career in so-
cial work and small business ex-
perience in Kaʻū, and Michelle 
Galimba, a rancher involved 
with Kaʻū Coast land preserva-
tion, who has volunteered for 

Kaʻū Coffee Festival, 4H, state Board of 
Agriculture and agricultural educational 
organizations.

The non-profit organization, with fis-
cal umbrella for the Hub, is ʻO Kaʻū Kākou, 
with its liaison Nadine Ebert. Other vol-
unteers include Dennis Riordan, Elizabeth 
Crook; and students Shemaya Doi, Nettie 
Llanes-Masters, and Kealia Galimba.

Providing the space, as a 
sponsor, is Nāʻālehu Hongwanji, 
along with help from Thy Word 
Ministries.

Financial sponsors are Coun-
ty of Hawaiʻi through federal 
CARES funds, Vibrant Hawaiʻi, 
and Rise Hawaiʻi Foundation. 
County Council member Maile 
David supported the project with 
funding from the council's own 
CARES money allotted for her 
district. She said arrangements are 

being made to transition the HUB location 
to Nāʻālehu Community Center once reno-
vations there are completed, most likely 
early next year. Renovations will include 
improvements to its food preparation area.

The councilwoman said, "I am very 
grateful for allocation of CARES funding to 
council members. These funds allowed each 
council member to supplement CARES Act 
programs in our respective council districts. 
I am personally very happy that I could 

provide funds for ongoing food assistance 
programs and to assist with funding for the 
Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub." Funding goes 
toward purchase of the laptops and other 
distance learning supplies, as well as meals 
provided at the Hub and food prep equip-

ment for Nāʻālehu 
Community Center. 
"Mahalo a nui loa to 
the many dedicated 
community members 
who are directly re-
sponsible in helping 
our Kaʻū communi-
ties survive COVID 
and beyond," said the 
councilwoman.

For more, contact 
Galimba at 808-430-
4927. The address of 
Nāʻālehu Resilience 

Hub is 96-5695 Hwy 11. 

Distancing required at the Resilience Hub. Photo from the Hub

Michelle Galimba gives food to a visitor to the new Nāʻālehu Resilience 
Hub.                                                                                    Photo from the Hub

Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub is open at Nāʻālehu Hongwanji, 
96-5695 Hwy 11, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, noon 
to 4 p.m.                                                             Photo from the Hub

Arts & Crafts Sale on Nov. 14
Sign up to vend at Kaʻū Art Gallery's First Annual Arts & Crafts Sale for Saturday, 

Nov. 14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Located behind Ace, across from Punaluʻu Bakery, in Nāʻālehu 
– the old Kamaʻaina Cuts building – Kaʻū Art Gallery offers free admission for attend-
ees. Face masks required for all. Contact organizer Corrine Kaupu at 808-937-1840 or 
kauartgallery@hawaiiantel.biz.

Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority President 
& CEO John DeFries, a Hawaiʻi Island 
resident, said, "There is a strong cross-
cultural relationship between the people 
of Japan and Hawaiʻi, which over time, 
has forged a foundation of mutual respect. 
Historically, the Japan traveler to Hawaiʻi 
has been mindful and sensitive to our lo-
cal ways and cultural traditions. At a time 
when we in Hawaiʻi seek to resuscitate our 
economy, the resumption of trans-Pacific 
travel from Japan is welcomed news." 

Gov. David Ige made the announce-
ment, saying the required pre-travel test 
will be Nucleic Acid Amplification, taken 
within 72 hours before departure from 
Japan. The tests must be conducted by a 
laboratory authorized by Japan's Ministry 
of Health, Labor, and Welfare. Twenty-

one trusted testing partners in Japan can 
be found at hawaiicovid19.com/travel-
partners. Upon arrival to Hawaiʻi, anyone 
without proof of a negative COVID test 
will be required to quarantine until a nega-
tive test result is received. Whether there 
will be an arrival test will depend on where 
passengers disembark. As of this newspa-
per's deadline, Hawaiʻi County requires an 
additional quick test upon arrival.

The governor said tourism from Ja-
pan, while starting up slowly, is taking 
"important strides to revive our economy 
and get people back to work." The gover-
nor said he expects ten flights a day from 
Japan to land in this state during the month 
of November. Japanese visitors to Hawaiʻi 
will be required to quarantine when they 
return home.

Japan Travel, from pg. 1

Japan Travel, pg. 12

for assistance during the pandemic. Anyone 
considering starting or expanding a business 
or developing a new career is welcomed.

Free meals are available for those who 
stop into the Hub on Mondays, Wednesdays 

Kaʻū's County Council Maile David, third from left, meets the crew at Nāʻālehu Resilience Hub, which 
she helped to fund through the federal CARES Act.
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KAHUKU TO MiLOLi‘i
Drive-In Movies Planned for Community Market Site

A drive-in movie screen for family 
shows is being constructed in Ocean View 
at the site of the new Community Market, 
which is held on Saturday mornings.

David Joslin, owner of the Thai Grindz 
food truck, is leading the effort to construct 
this giant screen as a way of giving back to 
the community. His plan is to show mov-
ies for children and their parents after dark 
on Sunday evenings. He would offer his 
popular Thai food to accompany the mov-
ie. Other vendors could supply popcorn or 
coffee, or other compatible refreshments. 
He plans to ask attendees for a donation 
towards running the show.

Construction of the massive screen 
has begun with help from the community. 
South Point U-Cart donated the use of a 
machine to dig the holes for the support 
posts, and a lumber yard gave Joslin a dis-
count on the wood needed. He's purchased 
a Bluetooth broadcaster for sound. At press 
time, plywood for the screen still needed 
to be purchased and Joslin said that will be 

"very expensive. I hope I have not bitten off 
more than I can chew," commented Joslin 
when interviewed by The Kaʻū Calendar. 

"While the Covid pandemic lasts, drive-in 
theaters may be the answer for evening en-
tertainment," he explained. "Families can 

stay in their vehicles and watch the show 
without wearing masks. As I see it, if ev-
eryone cooperates, there would be essen-
tially no risk of passing along the virus."

Joslin estimates that there is space for 
about 30 cars to park below the screen, 
with good views of the movie.

Kaider Houvener, manager of South 
Point U-Cart, told The Kaʻū Calendar 
that he is very supportive of the idea. "I 
remember that as a kid we loved going to 
the drive-in. My parents would put us in 
our pajamas, load us into the car, and we 
would drive to a screen, park, and watch 
the shows until we fell asleep. It was easy 
for our parents and loads of fun for us. Kei-
ki nowadays don't have that experience. I 
think they are missing out," he added.

To donate, volunteer, and to find out 
more, contact David Joslin on Facebook 
or see him at Thai Grindz Friday through 
Sunday.

David Joslin, in front of the framework for Ocean View's own drive-in screen, coming soon. 
Photo by Annie Bosted

Kai Loki's Opens for Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner
Kai Loki's Res-

taurant & Bar has 
opened in Ocean 
View. On Oct. 28, 
Jesse Ke of Pāhala, 
accompanied by her 
daughter Kehau, in-
vited the blessing of 
aloha to the premis-
es, as friends of own-
ers David and Jessica 
Pannell gathered to 
celebrate the revital-
ized dining location 
at the intersection of 
Hawaiʻi Boulevard 
and Hwy. 11.

Offering breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, and full 
bar service, the extensive 
menus features island fa-
vorites with the owners' 
promise to focus on using 
locally sourced products 
from the finest suppliers 
in the area and to prepare 
each meal made to order. 
There is ample parking. 
The new owners of the for-
mer Mehe's offer breakfast 
from 8 a.m. (7 a.m. on Sun-
days), followed by a com-
prehensive lunch menu at 
11 a.m., and dinner from 5 

p.m. to 8 p.m. (9 p.m. on Fridays). Kai Loki's 
is closed Mondays and Tuesdays.

Several members of the local commu-
nity were involved in creating the eclectic 
big island decor to purposely reflect its rural 
location. A series of large island murals 

welcome customers at the entry. Lava 
rock, bamboo, and other natural elements, 
distinctively focused on the Kaʻū lifestyle, 
surround diners in this casual spot, inviting 
them to linger among the camaraderie of 
friends and staff.

Wondering about the origins of the 
name? Kai and Loki are Dave and Jessica's 
handsome dogs. They, too, were draped with 
lei, as their namesake celebrated its opening.

Owners Dave and Jessica Parnell, with their 
dogs Kai and Loki, at their namesake's 
blessing.                          Photo by Verna Keoho

Kai Loki's blessing by Jesse Ke with help from 
daughter Kehau.                  Photo by Verna Keoho
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ENERGY, sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U
be in competition with other alternative 
energy applicants, on price as well as at-
tributes aimed at helping Hawaiʻi separate 
from using fossil fuel.

Life of the Land documents submitted 
to the Hawaiʻi Supreme Court and PUC 
claim that Hū Honua electricity would be 
more expensive than wind and solar, and 
would damage the environment within 
context of climate change and the com-
pany's practices. The PUC rejected recent 
new proposals from Hū Honua and the 
company has appealed to the Hawaiʻi Su-
preme Court.

The Hawaiʻi Supreme Court earlier 
ordered the PUC to rescind Hū Honua's 
permit and reconsider the bioenergy plant's 
effect on greenhouse gases. Life of the 
Land claims the factory would increase 
greenhouse gases. Should Hawaiian Elec-
tric buy from Hū Honua, with a proposed 
30-year contract, electric bills on Hawaiʻi 
Island would go up, argues Life of the 
Land. See LifeoftheLand.org and www.
Ililani.media.

The former governors' letter prais-
es "Honua Ola's dedication to plant and 
grow more trees than will be harvested 
from commercial forests of eucalyptus 
trees planted on former sugar lands, and 
their pledge that the project will be carbon 
negative."

Hū Honua representatives said the 
company will contribute to starting a for-
estry program at Hawaiʻi Community Col-
lege and that some of its 200 employees 
took classes there in welding and other 
trades to prepare to work at the new bio-
energy plant.

Life of the Land contends that harvest-
ing and replanting trees, in itself, should be 
considered in proceedings at the PUC and 
Supreme Court.

Former Gov. Neil Abercrombie, who 
held one of his two Hawaiʻi Island inaugu-

ral celebrations in Pāhala, sent out his own 
statement saying, "As a result of Honua 
Ola replacing fossil fuel plants and grow-
ing new trees, the amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions will be reduced, along with 
other pollutants released by the fossil fuel 
facilities."

As court cases proceed, and Hū Honua 
appeals go to the PUC and public, a tree 
harvesting company's crew in Pāhala is 
standing down, discontinuing its harvest 
until a time when the logs can be of use. 
The logs are stored in woodpiles on Ka-
mehameha School lands where they were 
grown in tree farms.

Concerning jobs at the tree farms and 
factory, Abercrombie wrote, "These will be 
good-paying jobs going to local residents 
who will spend their earnings on the Big 
Island and pay taxes to support state and 
county government initiatives."

The former governors' joint statement 
says they "strongly favor" using multiple 
renewable energy power sources to "work 
in a complementary manner with each oth-
er," and not compete, to remove fossil fuels 
use from Hawai‘i. "What's most important 
to the future of our state, to our ‘āina, and 
to our keiki, is reducing the effects of fos-
sil fuels and climate change. Hawai‘i needs 
a variety of renewable energy resources to 
replace fossil fuel plants as soon as pos-
sible. Honua Ola helps achieve that goal."

The statement says Honua Ola's plant 
would deliver power 24/7, "unlike other 
alternative energy sources, even when 
the sun doesn't shine and the wind doesn't 
blow," and produce "15 percent of the Big 
Island's electricity needs while eliminating 
the need for an estimated 250,000 barrels 
of imported oil each year." The letter also 
points out that stability "will support ef-
forts to deactivate and retire existing fossil 
fuel generators." 

See HonuaOlaBioenergy.com.
Hū Honua biofuel plant, awaiting delivery of eucalyptus logs from lands above Pāhala, is supported by 
four former governors of Hawaiʻi, after being told by the PUC it can resubmit its proposal. The 
company has also asked for help from Hawaiʻi Supreme Court.                              Photo from Hū Honua

Biofuel Support, from pg. 1

Japan Travel, from pg. 10
Ige noted that "Japanese have done 

a remarkable job of containing the pan-
demic. We believe 
we've created the 
safest pretravel 
testing program in 
the country, and 
we are grateful to 
the Japanese gov-
ernment for assist-
ing us in making 
it available to its 
residents. Many of 
Hawaiʻi's families 
trace their ances-
try back to Japan 
and welcoming our 
Japanese guests 
back to Hawaiʻi is an important step in 
maintaining the close relationship between 
our two regions."

In March, when the 14-day manda-

tory quarantine was put in effect "I sent an 
apology to many Japanese travelers who 
were forced to cancel their trip to Hawaiʻi 

due to our safety 
measures. Today, 
I'm sending a new 
message: Please 
feel free to safely 
visit our islands. 
We are ready and 
delighted to wel-
come you back," 
said the governor.

Hawaiʻi is 
working on simi-
lar program with 
Canada, the sec-
ond-largest travel 
market for these is-

lands. Talks are ongoing with South Korea 
and Japan New Zealand, said the governor. 
Like Hawaiʻi, all three places have low 
COVID rates. 

Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority chief John DeFries, a 
resident of Hawaiʻi Island talks, with Gov. David Ige 
about the return of Japanese visitors. 

Photo from State of Hawaiʻi
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Lt. Gov. Green, Health Department Lay Out Vaccine Plan
Preparing to deliver 

vaccinations to Hawaiʻi's 
residents, the state Depart-
ment of Health issued a 
statement on Oct. 22.

"Although a safe and ef-
fective COVID-19 vaccine 
approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration is not 
expected to be widely avail-
able until early next year, 
state and county officials, 
and private-sector partners, 
have already prepared a pre-
liminary plan to implement a 
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gram in the state."

DOH says that more 

than 150 stakeholders repre-
senting more than 90 organi-
zations kicked off vaccina-
tion work groups on Oct. 21.

The vaccination plan, 
based on guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention, is intended to 
reduce COVID‐19‐related 
illnesses, hospitalizations, 
and deaths.

Gov. David Ige said, 
"Epidemiologists who study 
immunity say at least 60 
percent to 70 percent of the 
population need to have im-
munity to a virus to break the 
chain of transmission. Vacci-
nations can help accelerate 

immunity in our community so we want 
Hawai‘i to be fully prepared and ready to 

Lt. Gov. Josh Green, MD, (right) visited Kaʻū in July and is planning for rollout of an 
expected vaccine to reach the most rural areas of Hawaiʻi next year. Above, he joined 
a Covid update with Kaʻū Hospital administrator Merilyn Harris, Mayor Harry Kim, 
and public health officials in Pāhala.                                                  Photo by Julia Neal

Get Help to Apply for Med-Quest Insurance
Help with signing up for Med-Quest health insurance is available through nonprofit 

organizations from Nov. 1 - Dec. 15. Local contacts through the community organiza-
tion Kalanihale include Kaʻimi Kaupilo, of Miloliʻi, who can be reached at 808-937-
1310 and Donna Kekoa, of Pāhala, at 808-769-1334.

The state's Med-Quest provides eligible low-income adults and children access to 
health and medical coverage through managed care plans.

Island of Hawaiʻi YMCA helps 
through Shon Araujo at 808-854-0152 
and Carrie Fernandez at 808-854-0256. 
West Hawaiʻi Community Center assists 
through Beonka Snyder at 808-327-0803, 
Tina Evans at 808-640-8587, Charles 
Kelen at 808-491-9761, and Walter Lanw 

at 808-785-8201. Hawaiʻi Island HIV/AIDS Foundation helps through Rachelle Hano-
hano at 808-896-5051, Paul Thome at 858-876-5154, Melani Matsumoto at 808-854-
1877, and Jennifer Reno-Medeiros at 808-333-6443.

Kokua Services will help with virtual appointments through the Certified Assisters, 
above.

Vaccine Plan, pg. 16
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KA PEPA vOLCANO
Endangered ʻAlalā Return from the Wild to Keauhou Sanctuary

ʻAlalā will be taken back into captivity 
at Keahou Bird Conservation Center in Vol-
cano. The plan is to help teach younger, cap-
tive-raised Hawaiian crows how to live in 
the wild. The coalition of conservation part-
ners working to recover the ‘alalā, the en-

dangered Hawaiian crow, said in a statement 
released in October that they are "looking 
to the future as they work to address recent 
challenges that have affected the population 
of the species living in the Puʻu Makaʻala 

Natural Area Reserve on Hawai‘i Island."
Bringing the remaining ‘alalā back 

from the wild and into the conservation 
breeding program is in response to recent 
mortalities, including predation of the 
birds, mostly by ‘io, the Hawaiian hawk, 

another endangered 
species. The statement 
explains that the Ha-
waiian hawks, having 
successfully lived in 
the wild for two to three 
years, "have knowl-
edge about foraging, 
predator avoidance, and 
other social behaviors 
that could be passed 
on to the birds residing 
within the conservation 
breeding program and 
aid with future recovery 
efforts."

Coordinator of The 
‘Alalā Project, Jackie 
Gaudioso-Levita, a bi-
ologist with the state 
Department of Land 
& Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry & 

Wildlife, said, "For the last three years it 
has been encouraging to see the released 
birds transition to the wild; foraging, call-
ing, and flying in native forests. It is impor-
tant to ensure that these surviving ‘alalā are 
able to pass on the skills they have learned 
in the wild to future generations of the spe-
cies. While very difficult, bringing these 
birds back into the breeding program is an 
interim step to the review and adaptation of 
the program to recover the species."

ʻAlalā have been rare for much of the 
20th century, with fewer than 100 birds re-

maining in the wild by 
the 1960s due to habitat 
loss and fragmentation, 
invasive mammalian 
predators, introduced 
diseases, and "perhaps 
other unknown fac-
tors," says the state-
ment. ʻAlalā became 
extinct in the wild in 
2002, preserved only at 
Keauhou Bird Conser-
vation Center and Maui 
Bird Conservation Cen-
ter. ʻAlalā from those 
conservation breeding 
populations were rein-
troduced to the wild beginning in 2016. The 
reintroduced population, closely monitored 
by conservationists with DOFAW and San 
Diego Zoo Global's Hawai‘i Endangered 
Bird Conservation Program, has survived 
for the last few years, even attempting to 
breed in the wild.

The statement says, "Recovering the 
ʻalalā in the wild will take many years. By 
working as partners and utilizing tools such 
as conservation breeding, the road to recov-
ery will be similar to the recovery of other 
reintroduced species."

Michelle Bogardus, Maui Nui & 
Hawaiʻi Island Team Manager, Pacific Is-
lands Fish & Wildlife Office, said the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service is "committed to 
the recovery of ‘alalā and plans to continue 
to work with "the many partners in The 
‘Alalā Project" to "determine the next steps 
for this iconic species."

Paul Baribault, chief executive officer 
and president of San Diego Zoo Global, said 
his organization "has a depth of experience 
in recovery programs and we are confident 

that we can work with our distinguished part-
ners to address this challenge and continue our 
work to recover the ‘alalā. This species is im-
portant not only to the recovery of Hawaiian 
forests but also to Hawaiian culture, and our 
organization is committed to creating a world 
where wildlife and people thrive together."

David Smith, administrator for the DLNR 
Division of Forestry & Wildlife, said the con-
servation partners "have always known that 
there would be some setbacks and challenges 
along the way. Fortunately, the project has an 
extremely knowledgeable, dedicated, and pas-
sionate team and we believe this level of care 
and consideration for the ‘alalā, will hope-
fully in time, see a re-establishment of a wild 
population."

The recaptured birds will rejoin the popu-
lation of more than 100 ‘alalā being cared 
for within the SDZG's conservation breeding 
program. "As the dedicated project staff are 
working tirelessly to recapture and protect the 
remaining birds, they are driven by the vision 
that the goal of ‘Alalā recovery is still attain-
able," says the statement.

Park Rangers Will 
Zoom into Classrooms

Park rangers will virtually visit classes, through con-
necting with teachers and home-schoolers. Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park reports that "Our rangers are ready with 
distance learning programs. We can tailor the program to 
your curriculum needs, and do a virtual huakaʻi (field trip) 
on location from the Park."

Contact havo_education@nps.gov to set it up.
More than 20,000 National Park Service employees 

care for America's 419 national parks and work with com-
munities across the nation to help preserve local history 
and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn 
more about the National Park System at nps.gov, and on 
Facebook,Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.

ʻAlalā, released into the wild in stages, will be brough back to teach the 
new generations what they've learned about life in the wild. 

Photo from The ʻAlalā Project

Predation of ʻAlalā in the wild, especially from ʻIo, is one reason they will 
be taken back into captivity.                               Photo from The ʻAlalā Project

KMC Virtually Honors Veterans on Nov. 11
Veterans Day Ceremony and dinner at Kīlauea Military Camp will 

be held Wednesday, Nov. 11. The ceremony, honoring veterans, will be 
held live on the KMC Facebook page at 3 p.m. All are invited to view 
and share with veterans. 

Veterans Day Dinner at Crater Rim Café, located in Hawaiʻi Vol-
canoes National Park, will be operated with COVID precautions from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Reservations for either Dine-In or Grab & Go are required 
and only a limited number of complimentary meals for veterans will be 
available. Call 967-8371 to make a reservation. 

Menu is prime rib au jus, vegetable stir fry & black bean sauce, 
roasted red potatoes, cheesecake, and drink. Adults $26.95, $16.95 Veg-
etarian Option (w/o prime rib), children 6-11 years old, $14.95. 

Proof of eligibility (Military ID, DD214 with photo ID, 100% DAV, 
or Hawaiʻi Veterans driver license) required to receive complimentary 
meal. All in-house veterans at KMC on Nov. 11 will have priority to 
the complimentary dinner. Face coverings and six feet social distancing 
are required in common areas. KMC open to all authorized patrons and 
sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.

At last year's in-person Veterans Day Ceremony, Capt. Dylan Nonaka and Hilo 
High's JROTC members honored veterans.                                           KMC photos
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CU's Weaver Recalls 36 Years of Service to Credit Unions
After serving credit unions for 36 years, 

Cheryl Weaver retired Oct. 13. She served 
as President and General Manager of Kaʻū 
Federal Credit Union from 2010 until Janu-
ary 2012. She helped to shepherd Kaʻū's 
merger with CU Hawaii Federal Credit 
Union and became its islandwide Marketing 
Manager. Weaver led a rebranding program 
for CU Hawaii, with new logo and rollout 
of increased communication with members 
and the broader community. "The merger 
with CU Hawaii brought many more servic-
es to the people of Kaʻū," said Weaver. "My 
heart is with the people of Kaʻū who wel-
comed me as one of their family members."

She said her main focus in serving the 
credit union community has always been on 
financial education for all of our members. 
She started Financial Reality Fairs for high 
school students. She remains on boards of 

high school organizations that provide these 
programs and scholarships. "It's a commu-
nity that knows everybody and we all help 
each other in all aspects of our life. Kaʻū is 
a good model of how we all need to support 
each other," she said.

In Kaʻū, Weaver fostered the receipt of 
a grant that brought funding for financial ed-
ucation, presented to her by Sen. Daniel K. 
Inouye. She sat on the Board of Directors of 
the statewide Hawaiʻi Credit Union League.

Weaver grew up in Ewa Beach on 
Oʻahu and graduated from Campbell High 
School. Her first credit union job as market-
ing director with Tyndall Federal Union in 
Panama City, Florida, where her husband 
was stationed in the military. Her credit 
union experience included locations such 
as Hickam Federal Credit Union on Oʻahu 
and California Coast Federal Credit Union 

Order Thanksgiving dinner or 
make reservations by Nov. 16 for 
Kīlauea Military Camp Grab-and-Go or 
Dine-In, for Thursday, Nov. 26. Dine-In 
menu is roast turkey, pineapple honey-
glazed ham, stuffing, cranberry sauce, 
mashed potatoes, 
gravy, glazed sweet 
potatoes, corn on 
the cob, tossed 
salad, pumpkin 
squares, and drink, $19.95 adults, 
$12.95 6-11 years old. Turkey dinner 
to go, $59.95, 6-8 servings. Ham din-
ner to go, $69.95, 8-10 servings. Call 
808-967-8356.

Thanksgiving 
Dinner at KMC

Special Thanksgiving menu at Kīlauea Lodge & Restaurant is available for dine-
in and to-go. Reservations required to dine in between 3 p.m. and 7:45 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 26. Pickup slots available between noon and 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day; cut off 
for to-go orders is Thursday, Nov. 19. Call 808-967-7366.

Dine-in prix fixe menu is seasonal welcome pupus of maple bacon-wrapped Brus-
sels sprouts, brie bites, and 
bread basket; appetizer, choice 
of Autumn Salad or Kabocha 
Squash Soup; entrée, choice 
of turkey at $55, filet mignon 
at $65, or vegetarian at $48, 
with sides. Add lobster tail, 
$20. Keiki traditional turkey 
dinner, $25. Choice of dessert: 

pumpkin pie, Punaluʻu Sweet Bread pudding, or chocolate layer cake. 
To-go menu is same style as Easter and Mother's Day: $32 per person for roasted 

turkey (light & dark meat), stuffing, gravy, cornbread with whipped honey butter, roast-
ed red & sweet potatoes with herbs and caramelized onions, green bean casserole with 
crispy shallots, balsamic Brussels sprouts, salad of kale & greens with goat cheese and 
dried cranberries in a vinaigrette, and pumpkin pie. Keiki meal of corndog with maca-
roni & cheese, add $7.

Kīlauea Lodge Thanksgiving Menu

in San Diego. She was a regular guest on 
morning television news in San Diego, an-
swering questions about finance.

During her career, she served in senior 
management for credit unions with up to a 
billion dollars in assets, as well as smaller, 
rural credit unions like in Kaʻū, with $10 
million in assets. 

CU Hawaii operates out of its main 
Kaʻū headquarters in the building con-
structed  by Kaʻū Federal Credit Union 
in Nāʻālehu, with branches in Pāhala and 
Ocean View. It offers walkup and online 
connectivity for its members. Credits unions 
are member-owned.

See cuhawaii.com.

CU Hawaii's Cheryl Weaver retired in October.Democrat Richard Onishi and Republican 
Susan Hughes. 

Running for state Senate in East 
Kaʻū, Volcano into Puna, are Democrat 
Joy San Buenaventura and Aloha ʻĀina 
candidate Ron Ka-Ipo.

Running for state House of Repre-
sentatives for West Kaʻū into Kona are 
Democratic contender Jeanné Kapela, 
Aloha ʻĀina candidate Citlalli Johanna 
Decker, and Libertarian Michael Last.

Winners for seats in Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs will begin their terms upon 
election. Running for the OHA trustee's 
seat for Hawaiʻi Island are Keola Lindsey 
and Lanakila Mangauil. Running for the 
open Office of Hawaiian Affairs At-Large 
trustee seat are incumbent Keliʻi Akina 
and Keoni Souza.

The winner for District 2 in the U.S. 
House of Representatives will be sworn 
in on Sunday, Jan. 3 at 6 a.m. Running 
are Democrat state Sen. Kai Kahele, Re-
publican Joe Akana, Aloha ʻĀina Party's 

Vote, from pg. 5

Vote, pg. 16

Jonathan Hoʻomananawanui, Libertarian 
Michelle Rose Tippens, American Shop-
ping Party's John Giuffre, and nonpartisan 
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Door to Door Effort Takes Census Count to 99.9 Percent
The 2020 U.S. Census wrapped up Oct. 

15 with 99.9 percent of Hawaiʻi households 
counted, according to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, which made the announcement on Oct. 
21. Sixty-one percent of Hawaiʻi residents 
responded to the census by phone, mail, or 
online. On this island the response rate was 
49.7 percent, which is lower than Hawaiʻi 
County's response in 2010. The rest of the 
households were counted by on-the-ground 
census field workers, walking door-to-door, 

wearing COVID-protection facemasks.
The Census Bureau announced that, na-

tionwide, 99.9 percent of households were 
counted in 49 states. Hawaiʻi was among 
states demanding that census collecting con-
tinue until the end of October, as originally 
scheduled. Hawaiʻi and other states went to 
federal court, claiming that stopping field-
work on Oct. 15 would prevent a more ac-
curate count. The Supreme Court ruled that 
the Trump administration could end census-

taking Oct. 15.
The analysis of the 2020 Census data 

may go into early next year before results 
are released. The report will help determine 
districting for election of U.S. House of 
Representatives members and allotment of 
federal funds across the country, by income, 
population, need for economic development, 
and other reasons determined through cen-
sus data.

See more on conclusion of the 2020 
census-taking across the country at 2020cen-
sus.gov.

SNAP Purchase Power Grows for Locally Grown Food
DA BUX, Double Up Food Bucks, will 

increase SNAP buying power at KTA on 
this island and Times Supermarket on other 
islands. The program involves a $500,000 
donation from private sector organizations, 
matched by the State of Hawaiʻi. The aim 
is to also help local farmers provide healthy 
food to recipients of Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, formerly known as 
food stamps. SNAP recipients receive a 50 
percent discount on qualifying foods.

DA BUX doubles the value of SNAP 
benefits spent on locally grown food at par-
ticipating grocery stores. The state match 

increases that amount to $1 million that will be available for SNAP recipients to purchase locally produced, fresh and nutritious fruits, 
vegetables, and proteins at participating lo-
cations statewide.

Gov. David Ige said, "DA BUX Double 
Up Food Bucks is a triple-win solution be-
cause it supports local farmers with an in-
creased customer base; low-income families 
who receive double the purchasing power 
for healthy, Hawaiʻi-grown produce; and our 
entire community by keeping dollars in the 
local economy."

DA BUX is administered by The Food 
Basket in partnership with the Hawaiʻi Good 
Food Alliance. 

implement our vaccination plan as soon as 
a viable vaccine that is safe and effective 
becomes available. The impact of our vac-
cination program and its effectiveness in 
managing the disease will largely depend 
upon our ability to allocate and administer 
the vaccine effectively and efficiently. This 
is as important as the vaccine itself."

Lt. Gov. Josh Green, MD, who for-
merly practiced medicine in Kaʻū, said, 
"We're still refining our vaccination plan, 
but we felt it was important to share what 

we are developing and provide a preview 
of what to expect. This has to be a coordi-
nated effort between the state and counties. 
It will also require extensive outreach and 
education to healthcare providers and their 
patients. Everyone's kokua is critical to the 
success of the vaccination plan, so we must 
make sure everyone's roles and responsi-
bilities are clearly defined."

Dr. Elizabeth Char, state Director of 
Health, said, "A COVID-19 vaccination 
has been presented as our ticket to better 
health and restoration of a sense of normal-

cy. But it's incumbent upon the Department 
of Health's Disease Outbreak Control Di-
vision Immunization Branch and our part-
ners to lead this initiative and make sure 
we get this right, starting with using a safe 
and effective, FDA-approved vaccine."

Expecting limited vaccine supplies 
when the campaign begins, the vaccine will 
initially be made available to those who 
fall within four priority groups. The plan 
calls for first immunizations to go to high-
risk healthcare employees at hospitals, 
nursing homes, and those engaged in home 
care, and direct patient care; first respond-
ers with high risk for COVID-19 exposure; 
and Hawaiʻi residents of all ages with un-
derlying health conditions, including those 
65 and older who live in congregate.

The second priority group includes 
K-12 teachers, school staff, those in es-
sential industries, and those with underly-
ing health conditions. People in homeless 
shelters and group homes with physical or 
mental disabilities, and workers who serve 
them; people in or who work in prisons, 
jails, detention centers, and similar facili-
ties; and all adults age 65 and older, also 
fall within this second priority group.

Third priority group is newborns to 
those 22 years old and employees in in-
dustries or occupations not in the previous 
groups that are considered essential but 
face increased risk of exposure.

Fourth group is all Hawaiʻi residents 
who did not fall in any of the other group.

Char said effective rollout will be de-
pendent upon "ancillary supplies" such as 
syringes, needles, and appropriate PPE, 

and this is being addressed in the vaccina-
tion plan.

DOH plans to use the educational 
tools developed by the CDC for the public 
to conduct self-screening for vaccines and 
provide a vaccination finder tool for those 
who fall in the priority groups.

To view an executive summary of the 
State of Hawai‘i's draft COVID-19 vac-
cination distribution plan go to hawaiico-
vid19.com/vaccine-plan.

Vaccine Plan, from pg. 13

She recalled that three of the senior la-
dies in one of the murals were renowned line 
dancers. Other murals depict seniors per-
forming in costume, their Bon Dance, Filipi-
no movements, and hula. "Pāhala is a richly 
diverse cultural place as represented by the 
seniors," she said. The seniors are very tal-
ented in music, dance, and cooking, and also 
planted many of the food-bearing trees that 
remain in the senior garden, she said.

Dix Kaliko lives in Ocean View where 
she works in oils and acrylics in her studio. 
See dixstudios.com.

Murals, from pg. 3

candidate Ron Burrus.
Winner in the presidential and vice-

presidential national election will be 
sworn in on Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 6 a.m. 
Running are incumbent Republicans Pres. 
Donald Trump and Vice President Mike 
Pence, and Democrats Joe Biden and Ka-
mala Harris.

County Charter Amendments are also 
on the ballot. See the October Kaʻū Cal-
endar for the entire list.

Vote, from pg. 15


