SMA Permit Filed: Punalu‘u Market, Camping, Welcome Center

A Special Management Area Minor permit has been requested for some of the 434
acres at Punalu‘u owned by Eva Liu and
her Black Sand Beach, LLC. The letter is to
Planning Director Zendo Kern, who has the
option of approving the permit without passing it on to the Planning Commission and
holding public hearings, should the project
cost be under $500,000.
The letter to the Planning Director, on
behalf of Liu, comes from former Deputy
Planning Director and consultant Daryn Arai.
The application, SMAA Black Sand Beach

Phase I, states that total cost will be $485,000
for an Open Market near Punalu‘u Black
Sand Beach and a Welcome Center with retail, swimming pool, tennis, amphitheater,
restrooms, camping sites and more at the
old tennis court site, across from SeaMountain condominiums, inland from the shore.
The cost projection also includes cleaning up the old restaurant and museum area
near the Black Sand Beach pond. See it at
http://kaucalendar.com/news/SMAABlack_
Sands_10_2021.pdf.
Arai writes to the Planning Direc-

tor, “we present this
SMAA for your kind
consideration and in
support of Ms. Liu’s
ongoing effort to revitalize this sacred area
in a manner that can
be embraced by the See plans for cleaning up the abandoned restaurant and museum area at
Punalu‘u community Punalu‘u and creating a nearby Open Market and more at http://kaucalenPhoto by Julia Neal
and serve as a founda- dar.com/news/SMAABlack_Sands_10_2021.pdf.
socially
and
economically.”
tion upon which comThe application names the project manmunities throughout the Ka‘ū District and
beyond can prosper culturally, historically,
Punalu‘u SMA, pg. 3
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Kaunāmano Protection: Pau 1,363-Acre Purchase

Voluntary sale, acquisition and protection of 1,363 acres at Kaunāmano are
achieved. The announcement came in
October through a joint statement by The
Trust for Public Land; Ala Kahakai Trail
Association; County of Hawai‘i’s Public
Access, Open Space & Natural Resources
Preservation Program; state Department
of Land & Natural Resources’ Legacy
Land Conservation Program; and the former owner of the property, EWM Enterprises, LP.
County of Hawai‘i’s PONC Program
contributed $4.31 million, from its property tax income. The state Legacy Land
Conservation Program contributed $2.4
million toward the conservation purchase.
The property is now encumbered by a perpetual conservation easement owned by
the County of Hawai‘i restricting the land
to cultural, conservation, and agricultural
uses, as well as a permanent deed restriction required by LLCP.
The joint statement notes that
Kaunāmano’s protection conserved 3.3
miles of coastline and marine resources
including a tidepool complex, coves, and
sea caves. The nearshore area is home to
migrating humpback whales, dolphins,
endangered monk seals and Hawksbill
turtles, threatened green sea turtles, and
an abundance of fish, limu, and shellfish.
“The Ka‘ū community can now forever
rely on these diverse marine resources for
subsistence fishing, gathering, and cultural practice.”
Mayor Mitch Roth said, “We’re honored to play a small part in the commuKaunāmano, pg. 12

Ka‘ū Dream
Launched at
School Campus

Stone paved trail leading to the shoreline.

Photo from Ala Kahakai Trail Association

Hawai‘i Executive
Collaborative
came to Kaʻū on
Tuesday, Oct. 26 to
launch Kaʻū Dream,
“a community-driven
organization
dedicated to the rediscovery and regeneration
of Kaʻū.” The group
released a statement First Lady Dawn Ige
saying Kaʻū Dream is “committed to transforming Kaʻū into a vibrant place to live,
work, and play while keeping the authenticity of its people and its culture.” See
www.kaudream.org.
Hawai‘i Executive Collaborative
notes in its statement that “Kaʻū District on
Hawaiʻi Island is one of the most remote
areas in the state with a median household
income 43 percent lower than that of the
rest of the state. While economic challenges in Kaʻū are great, the community is rich
in natural resources, dedicated people and
a deep sense of responsibility to take care
of one another.”
The statement from the sponsoring
organization says that Hawai‘i Executive
Collaborative “serves as a backbone organization that provides energy and resources
to help leaders from cross-sector partnerships develop a common agenda and creKa‘ū Dream, pg. 6

Moa‘ula Lands Go Up for Sale in Ka‘ū Coffee Country

Three large parcels of land associated
with Moa‘ula and Pear Tree Coffee Farms
went up for sale on the open real estate
market in October, as some 35 local farmers attempt to purchase nearby smaller
parcels where they make their living and
have long toiled to make Kaʻū Coffee
famous.

The owner of the property is Resource Land Holdings, of Colorado, doing
business as Kaʻū Mahi. The description
included with each Hawai‘i Life real estate company listing is: “Magical Ranchland or Ag property located just outside
historic Pāhala, close to Punalu‘u Black
Sand Beach, golf, world class fishing,
hiking and more! With nice ocean views,
this property offers ultimate privacy and
Moa‘ula Lands, pg. 12

Three properties associated with Moa‘ula Kaʻū Coffee lands have gone on the real estate market to the
general public.
Photo from Hawai‘i Life

All of Kaʻū and Volcano would have
one state senator, according to the statewide reapportionment plan released in
October.
Currently, Sen. Dru Kanuha represents
District 3, from Kailua-Kona to Honu‘apo
and Sen. Joy San Buenaventura, represents
District 2, from Honu‘apu through Puna.
In the proposed legislative plans for
reapportionment, Kanuha’s Senate District

3 would run from Kailua-Kona all the way
through Kaʻū and Volcano into the outskirts of Puna. Buenaventura’s District 2
would be geographically smaller, focused
on Puna to represent its significant population growth in recent years. Since Kanuha
lives in Kona and Buenaventura in Puna,
should they stay in office, neither would
lose their residency from the district they
now represent. Kanuha’s District would be

One Ka‘ū, One State Senator? It’s Proposed
****ECRWSS
Postal Boxholder
Also in this issue:
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adding Pāhala and Volcano onto the neighborhoods he already serves - Nāʻālehu and
Ocean View plus Miloli‘i and all the other
communities up the west side of the island
to Kailua-Kona.
The proposed reapportionment map
for the state House of Representatives
would leave Kaʻū with two House members. District 3, now served by Rep. RichOne State Senator, pg. 2
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Mayor Roth: Tourism Around Communities, Not Other Way
Welcoming back more visitors to the
island is the aim of statements issued in late
October by Mayor Mitch Roth and Gov.
David Ige.
The mayor wrote:
“We’re excited to welcome
back visitors from around
the world under a newly established framework that aims to build tourism around our communities and not the
other way around. The pandemic has given
us the pause we needed to reassess and reimagine tourism on our island.

“As a result, we have worked tirelessly
with the Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority, the
Hawaiʻi Island Visitors Bureau, and vested
members of our community to create a Destination Management Action
Plan that finally puts our
community, its culture and
values, and its wellbeing at
the forefront of our redefined tourism industry. Together we will uphold the aloha spirit
that welcomes, with open arms, visitors
from all walks of life while protecting in
perpetuity the people, places, and resources

Taxes on vacation rentals and hotel
rooms are likely to become some of the highest in the country, with counties around the
state hiking them. Mayor Mitch Roth called
it a “necessary evil,” in late October, pointing to a $19 million county budget “hole
right now that we need to fill.” He said that
county income and the needs of the county
“are miles apart.”
The bill was introduced to the County
Council Finance Committee by council
member Heather Kimball from Hamākua.
Maui County, Kaua‘i County and City &
County of Honolulu are expected to hike
their local Transient Accommodations Tax
as well. The $19 million is the amount of
money that Hawai‘i County would have
likely received if the Hawai‘i Legislature
had refrained from voting to put each county's share of the 10.25 percent levied on accommodations into its own coffers to pay
down its own debt. To give the counties a

chance to make up the difference the legislature passed a measure allowing each county
to raise the TAT on its own - up to 3 percent.
Roth noted that the tax could impact
staycations and local families visiting each
other around the state by making accommodations more expensive. He said he
hopes the legislature will come up with a
kama'aina exemption to lessen the burden
on local folks enjoying inter-island and onisland travel.
Collecting the additional 3 percent in
TAT will become another duty of the county,
said the mayor, possibly requiring the hiring
of additional employees. The new tax could
be levied as early as Jan. 1. The 3 percent
hike would make accommodations taxes
10.25 percent going to the state and 3 percent to the county, plus the 4.5 percent General Excise Tax, making the total tax 17.75
percent for all hotel, vacation rental and bed
and breakfast stays.

One State Senator, from pg. 1
ard Onishi would run from Honu‘apo into
Hilo, but lose Orchidland and Hawaiian Acres. District 5, now represented by
Jeanné Kapela, would run from Punalu‘u
into Kona, with the addition of Holualoa.
Punalu'u would be in the state House District running to Kona. Pāhala would be in

the state House District running to Volcano
and on toward Hilo.
Learn more about reapportionment
and redistricting at https://elections.hawaii.
gov/about-us/boards-and-commissions/
reapportionment/

Accommodations Taxes
Likely to Rise to 17.75 %

that make Hawaiʻi Island so special.”
See the Destination Management Action Plan for this island at www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/7245/hta-hawaiiisland-action-plan-2021.pdf
The message from the Hawai‘i County
mayor followed a statement from the governor’s office:
The governor announced the State of
Hawaiʻi is safely open to vaccinated residents and visitors who are traveling domestically and between islands for business or
pleasure.
The governor made the announcement
in Kona at the opening of the permanent
Federal Inspection Services facility at Ellison Onizuka Kona International Airport.
“I think we are all encouraged by what
we've seen over the last several weeks with
the continuing trend of lower case counts,”
said Ige. “Our hospitals are doing better, and we have fewer COVID patients in
them. Most importantly, our health care system has responded, and we have the ability
to move forward with economic recovery.

See the Destination Management Action Plan at
www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/7245/htahawaii-island-action-plan-2021.pdf

Because of this, it is now safe for fully vaccinated residents and visitors to resume
non-essential travel to and within the State
of Hawaiʻi.”
On Aug. 23, Ige said it was not a good
time to travel to Hawaiʻi: “I'm asking all
residents and visitors alike to restrict travel,
curtail travel to Hawaiʻi to essential activities only.”
The October statement from the governor's office says, “The state continues to
seek information from the federal government about its plans for international travel
and will have an appropriate plan in place
prior to Nov. 8.”

Backlogged Permits Fast Tracked
Backlogged building permit approvals
will be fast tracked by County of Hawai‘i
Department of Public Works. Per a new
agreement between Mayor Mitch Roth and
the Hawaiʻi County Department of Public Works and its chief,
Ikaika Rodenhurst, DPW
will expedite review of
all Residential Building Permit Applications
submitted before Oct.
1, which contain proper
certification of a licensed Ikaika RodenProfessional and for hurst, head of
which construction will Public Works for
be performed by a li- Hawai‘i County,
is working with
censed Contractor.
Mayor Mitch
A statement from Roth to streamthe county says, “The line processing of
decision comes as the backlogged building permits.
county
continues to experience an
unprecedented backlog of
building permit applications” with an excess of
1,500 in the queue. “Staffing shortages within the
DPW Building Division
Plans and Permitting Review Section and continuing challenges in growing
the proficiency of DPW
Building Division staff
with the new EPIC system
have contributed to the
backlog.
“Proper Owner Declaration forms and Project
Declaration forms for these
permit applications shall be
accurately completed and
submitted
prior to issu-

ance of a permit in compliance with HCC
5-4-1(a)(7) and HCC 5-4-4, respectively.
In addition, all applicable plan review fees
and permit fees shall be paid in full prior to
the issuance of permits per HCC Chapter
5, Article 7.”
The Mayor said, “Our administration
is committed to working through the backlog, getting homes built, and getting people back to work. We have heard the concerns and understand that livelihoods are at
stake. That’s why we are honored to work
with Director Rodenhurst to address this
issue so that we can get back to a thriving
Hawaiʻi Island. We will continue to fight
tooth-and-nail to build back better from the
pandemic and create a home where we are
all able to thrive. It is our commitment as
leaders of this community.”
The statement noted the following:
Residential Building Permits applied prior
to Oct. 1, 2021, by owner-builders wishing
to transfer to contractor are not eligible for
this expedited review.
Residential Building Permits applied
prior to Oct.1, 2021, by licensed Contractors that have been returned for corrections
are not eligible for this expedited review.
Residential Building Permits issued
through this expedited process and subsequently transferred to the owner-builder
will result in a suspension of the permit until completing a standard review.
The county statement points to
Hawai‘i County Code Section 5-5-1(d),
which says, “The issuance of a permit
shall not prevent the authority having jurisdiction from thereafter: (1) Requiring
the correction of errors in the plans and
specifications; (2) Revoking or suspendBacklogged Permits, pg. 12
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USGS Answers Questions on Pāhala Earthquake Swarms

surface volcanism, if
cano Watch article:
at all.”
https://www.usgs.
Read the engov/center-news/
tire Volcano Watch
volcano-watchentitled Why do so
why-do-so-manymany deep earthdeep-earthquakesquakes
happen
happen-around-paround Pāhala? at
hala.”
https://www.usgs.
Volcano Watch
gov/center-news/
stated that “This
volcano-watch-whypersistent
source
do-so-many-deepof seismicity was
earthquakes-happenfirst identified on
around-p-hala
seismic records by
A Volcano Watch in 2019 showed another swarm
As an example
HVO staff at least of earthquakes around Pāhala.
USGS map
of the swarm, in late
as far back as the
1960s. They characterized episodes of har- October, USGS listed recently felt earthmonic tremor, ascribing it to upwelling of quakes in the Pahala area with magnitudes
magma within fluid-filled cracks deep be- of 3 and above: a M3.6 earthquake 91 km
neath the island. Given the region’s loca- (56 mi) WNW of Kalaoa at 7 km (4 mi)
tion about 40 km (25 mi) from Kīlauea's depth on Oct. 17 at 10:56 p.m. HST, a M3.1
summit and about 50 km (31 mi) from earthquake 4 km (2 mi) SW of Pāhala at 36
Mauna Loa’s summit, it was unclear how km (22 mi) depth on Oct. 17 at 7:34 p.m.
magma in this deep region might relate to HST, a M3.3 earthquake 4 km (2 mi) E of
Punalu‘u SMA, from pg. 1
ager as Norman Quon.
An Open Market near the beach would
be adjacent and makai of the home of Jeanette Howard and across from the Dahlberg
beachfront home. The project would establish an Open Market on a graveled half acre
with approximately 33 tents “for retail and
community-related activities,” and two food
trucks. Among the 33 tents, 20 would be 10’
X 10’ for a farmers' market, eight 10’ x 10’s
for retail activities, three 15’ x 15’ tents for
retail activities and two 20’ x 35’ tents, one
for retail activities and the other for visitor
Hawai‘i Methodist Union in Honolulu has put Pāhala Preschool building, operated by the Andrade
and entertainment activities. The Open Marfamily for generations, and the adjacent Methodist church building up for sale for $750,000.
Photo by Julia Neal ket would be serviced by portable restrooms.
Parking would be mauka, across the
road at the parking lot formerly used for the
Punalu‘u restaurant and the museum, before
their demise.
All of the Punalu‘u property owned by
The Pāhala Preschool and Methodist Church property is listed for sale for
$750,000. The 1.3 acre property at 96-1225
Huapala St. includes the unused church
building and the active preschool that has
been run by the Andrade family of Kaʻū for
two generations.
The brokerage is Royal Palm ProperThe Methodist Church building in Pāhala is up
ties Inc. The owner is Hawai‘i Methodist for sale,along with the preschool and 1.3 acres.
Union, the Methodist Church organization
Photo from Royal Palm Properties, Inc.
based in Honolulu. The Methodist Church the Mission in Honolulu.
The county tax assessment value for
in Nā‘ālehu is independently owned from
the Pāhala property and
buildings is $158,400.
Also listed is the
church's parsonage at 961239 Hinano St. in Pāhala.
The four bedroom, twobath house, valued by the
county at $182,500, is listed
for $249,000.
Both properties went
up for sale in October.

Persistent swarms of earthquakes
around Pāhala drew a question for USGS
Hawaiian Volcanoes Observatory from The
Kaʻū Calendar newspaper columnist Lew
Cook. In late October, Cook wrote:
“During the recent eruption at the
summit of Kīlauea, I have noticed that
there are perhaps two locations where there
are swarms centered ~7 km east of Pāhala
and another centered 3 km south of Pāhala.
The depth of these swarms is in the 33 km
range. Are these indications that magma
is moving along the SW rift zone from
Kīlauea, and/or are there any indications
that an eruption could happen at either or
both of these places?”
HVO responded to Cook and The
Kaʻū Calendar: “The earthquakes occurring near Pāhala are part of a deep swarm
that does not appear to be directly connected to eruptive activity at the surface
of Kīlauea or Mauna Loa volcanoes. You
can read more about those earthquakes and
the interpretation of their cause in this Vol-

Pāhala Preschool, Methodist
Church Bldgs Go On Sale
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Pāhala at 35 km (21 mi) depth on Oct. 17
at 12:58 p.m. HST, a M3.8 earthquake 2
km (1 mi) S of Pāhala at 37 km (23 mi)
depth on Oct. 17 at 5:52 a.m. HST, a M3.2
earthquake 4 km (2 mi) ENE of Pāhala at
0 km (0 mi) depth on Oct. 16 at 5:41 p.m.
HST, a M3.0 earthquake 5 km (3 mi) SSW
of Pāhala at 32 km (19 mi) depth on Oct.
16 at 2:08 p.m. HST, a M3.0 earthquake
4 km (2 mi) S of Pāhala at 33 km (20 mi)
depth on Oct. 16 at 1:35 p.m. HST, and a
M3.6 earthquake 10 km (6 mi) E of Pāhala
at 31 km (19 mi) depth on Oct. 15 at 12:03
a.m. HST
Hawaiian
Volcano
Observatory
notes that it continues to closely monitor
Kīlauea’s ongoing eruption and Mauna
Loa for any signs of increased activity.
Visit HVO’s website for past Volcano
Watch articles, Kīlauea and Mauna Loa updates, volcano photos, maps, recent earthquake info, and more. Email questions to
askHVO@usgs.gov.
Liu makai of Hwy 11 is within the Special
Management Area and requires SMA permit
approval. The Planning Department's SMA
division is expected to study the proposal
and interact with the owner and consultants
as well as the Planning Director regarding the
proposal.
In addition to asking for the minor permit approval, the application asks that "the
need for a certified shoreline survey to support this application be waived since no new
improvements or uses are contemplated anywhere near the shoreline. The proposed Open
Market will be located on the mauka side of
Ninole Loop Road about 200 feet from the
shoreline and the proposed Welcome Center
will be situated about 1,500 feet from the
shoreline.”
See more on the proposal and ongoing
coverage in the daily www.kaunewsbriefs.
blogspot.com.
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Stars over Ka‘ū - November
By Lew & Donna Cook

We were unable to get our article out
in time to get it published due to ill health
last month, but things are nearly normal
now. Our apologies to the editor and our
dedicated readers and many, many thanks
to Jeffrey Beach who stepped up to the
plate and hit a home run!!
Our skies are dependent on the goddess Pele who, at her whim can attack our
skies with a blanket of vog.
The Solar System
Mars is too close to the sun for it to
be easily seen. Venus, on the other hand, is
almost at at its greatest distance (as we see
it) from the sun. This is termed its greatest
ELONGATION. This month it is traveling
through the tea pot shaped constellation of
Sagittarius. Look for it just after sunset in
the southwestern sky. Venus sets this whole
month within a few minutes of 8:45 pm
and is by far the brightest star-like object
in the Ka‘ū sky.
At chart time both Jupiter and Saturn
are low in the southwestern sky. Jupiter is
back in Capricorn but will set around an
hour after Saturn which is also in Capricorn and sets around 11 pm. Both have resumed their normal motions.
MOON AND SUN
Event
Date...................... Moon Rise Moon Set
New Moon
Nov. 4.................. 6:15 am
6:00 pm
First Quarter
Nov. 11................. 1:21 pm
12:54 am
Nov. 12
Full Moon***
Nov. 18................. 5:32 pm 6:00 am
Nov. 21
Last Quarter
Nov. 26................. 11:13 pm* 12:30 am
*Nov. 25
***The moon will undergo a nearly total
eclipse tonight. By 9:30 pm it will just be
noticeable, by 10:00 it will be half covered by the earth’s shadow with maximum eclipse at 11:03. Then, the order
is reversed, with the moon leaving the
darker part of the earth’s shadow (the
umbra) at 12:47 am (after midnight).
SUN
Date........................ Sunrise
Sunset
Nov. 5 ............. 6:24 am
5:46 pm
Nov. 12 ............. 6:28 am
5:44 pm
Nov. 19 ............. 6:32 am
5:43 pm
Nov. 26 ............. 6:36 am
5:43 pm
CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP SKY
OBJECTS
The Hubble Space Telescope has returned to operation! Here is a recent image
presented by the HST Team.
Quoting from ESA: “This image from
the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope
features AFGL 5180, a beautiful stellar nursery located in the constellation of
Gemini (the Twins).
“At the center of the image, a massive star is forming and blasting cavities
through the clouds with a pair of powerful jets, extending to the top right and bottom left of the image. Light from this star

is mostly escaping and reaching us by illuminating these cavities, like a lighthouse
piercing through the storm clouds.
“Stars are born in dusty environments

The Hubble Telescope has returned to service and
has captured this image of a dust and gas cloud
which is an active star forming region. The position is indicated on the November star chart by an
asterisk (*) and the I.D. AFGL 5180. Credit: ESA/
Hubble & NASA, J. C. Tan (Chalmers University
& University of Virginia), R. Fedriani (Chalmers
University)

and although this dust makes for spectacular images, it can prevent astronomers from
seeing stars embedded in it. Hubble’s Wide
Field Camera 3 (WFC3) instrument is designed to capture detailed images in both
visible and infrared light, meaning that the
young stars hidden in vast star-forming regions like AFGL 5180 can be seen much
more clearly.”
Open clusters like the Pleiades are
born from gas clouds such as AFGL 5180,
so in some 50 million years, the gas will
start to be blown away. In the Pleiades, this
has already happened for the most part but
there is still some dust there.
Here are some of the constellations of

The Pleiades Star Cluster is not only pretty and
easy to see with your naked eye, but look at it
through binoculars or a telescope! Credit: Digitized Sky Survey - NASA/ESA/AURA/Caltech

note: The Phoenix (PHE) has risen from
its own ashes as high as it can in our Kaʻū
skies. It follows the Crane (GRU), both fly
northwest but the Swan, Cygnus (CYG) is
flying west. Overhead is Pegasus (a winged
horse) with Andromeda soon to follow
across the meridian. Andromeda’s parents,
Queen Cassiopeia (CAS) and King Cepheus (CEP) are also near the meridian.
Don’t forget to visit the Planetarium
in Hilo, which has reopened after being
closed. Call ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center
(808.932.8901) at 600 ‘Imiloa Place, Hilo,
HI 96720 or online at www.imiloahawaii.
org for prices and programming.

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east,
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west,
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown in
the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no
bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

Dial 808 from All Phones
Dailing 808 for all local calls is now
required, even from landlines. The system
changed over on Oct. 24.
The reason? The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will implement
988 as a new three-digit number net year
to be used nationwide to reach the National
Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Crisis Lifeline. In order for 988 to work, all
service providers must implement a mandatory 10-digit local dialing system.
Federal and state agencies as well as
Mayor Mitch Roth sent out messages reminding people of the change. The 988
number is expected to work by July 22,
2022. In the meantime the Suicide Preven-

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline phone number will change from 800-273-talk to 988 in the
same tradition as dialing three numbers for 911
emergencies.

tion Lifeline number nationwide remains
800-273-talk.

Follow our blog at http://kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com/

Reach More People

Kahele,
Contact us for Ka‘ū Calendar adKai
rates
and from pg. 4
space reservation 808-928-6471 or email: mahalo@aloha.net

CLASSIFIED

ISLAND BUILDERS, General Contractor, We Do It All, Mike 808-870-5425

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112,
936-8623.
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Trojan Sports Gets Going: Football & Cross Country

Freshman Cheska Aurileo ran the 5K in Kaʻū
High Trojan’s first competition this year in Cross
Country. The meet was held at Pāhoa High
School. All meets are open to spectators.
Photo by Coach David Wells

The opener for Kaʻū High Trojans
Football this season on Oct. 30 withstood
the heat from the weather and the force of
Kohala Cowboys who took the game 27-0.
Played on on Kaʻū's home field, the first
game was without spectators.
Future games are expected to allow
two family members per player to watch
the competition. All attendees must be vaccinated for Covid. Another home game is
scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 27 against
Pāhoa at 11 a.m.
New to football at Kaʻū is the participation of students from Volcano School of
the Arts & Sciences. The three from Volcano School playing for the Trojans are
Ocean Nihipali Sesson, Kalem LibunaoMartinez and Chaz Kajiwara-Ke. There are
also two Trojan girls on the team, Chloe
Velez and Shyla Bird.
Kaʻū’s Athletic Director Kalei Namohala and Co-Director Matthew Roddy
posted a mahalo to Hawaiian Volcanic Water for hydrating the Big Island Interscholastic Federation representatives who refereed the game, saying, “It was a hot one!”
See a short video from the game
against Kohala Cowboys at https://twitter.
com/kauathletics?lang=en.
See a story on the team by Hawai‘i
Tribune Herald reporter Matt Gerhart
at
https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.
com/2021/10/25/sports/gotta-run-nowkau-football-promises-to-maintainground-heavy-approach/. The story mentions Tammy Ke starting out as head coach
for the beginning the season, with the possibility of turning the top spot back over to
her husband Dwayne Ke, with the couple
continuing to run Trojan football as a family, including two of their sons on the staff.
Players mentioned include Kealiikoa

Alden Wells (center) attends Volcano School and also represents the Kaʻū Trojans in track meets.
Photo by Coach David Wells

BIIF referees during the first Kaʻū High Trojan game of the season, on home turf. They enjoyed the gift
of Hawaiian Volcanic Water to keep them hydrated.
Photo from Kaʻū High Athletics

Reyes-Nalu and Adahidiyah Ellis Reyes,
who are expected to suit up once they finish Covid vaccinations. Other standouts
include Kelson Gallano, Keenan Toriano,
Mocyiah Mukini, Jonah Beck, Kaimana
Kaupu Manini and Jycetin Mukini.
While football was launched on home
turf, Trojan Cross Country Trojan team
competed at Pāhoa High on the same day
in its first meet of the season. Coach David Wells said the team expects to go to all
the upcoming BIIF track meets with the
Saturday, Nov. 6 meet at Konawaena at
9 a.m., followed by Saturday, Nov. 13 at
Kamehameha at 9 a.m. and the BIIF Cross
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Country Varsity Championships on Saturday, Nov. 20 at HPA, beginning at 9 a.m.
Spectators are allowed at all of the track
meets.
During the Trojan's first track meet,
participants were: Alden Wells, 10th grade.
Time: 19:57 in the 5K; Cheska Aurelio, 9th
grade. Time: 25:41 in the 5K and Desiree
Mae Sembran, 12th grade in the 5K, her
time unavailable at press time.
The Trojans welcomed Volcano
School of Arts & Science students to become team members. Wells and Aurelio
study at Volcano.
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Ka‘ū Dream, from pg. 1
ate collective impact. HEC is rooted in Hawaiʻiʻs soul and
aims to mobilize local, national and global leaders to commit toward the safety, wellness and prosperity of Hawaiʻi
and elevate its central place in the world.” Learn more at
www.hec.org where a slogan is given as ‘A‘ohe hananui

Page 6

November, 2021

ke alu ‘ia, which means “No task is too big
when done together by all.”
The organization's board members are
Duane Kurisu, Chairman of the Collaborative and founder of aio Group; Michal Kane,
CEO & President of Hawai‘i Community

Foundation; John
Dean, Chairman
Emeritus of Central Pacific Financial Corp.; and
Ray Vara, CEO
of Hawai‘i Pacific
Health.
On the campus of Kaʻū High
& Pāhala Elementary School, durStudents Cody Ahyee, Cyrus Eder, First Lady
ing the event atDawn Ige, ʻĀina Akamu and Principal Shatended by First
Lady of State of ron Beck. See more at www.kaudream.org.
Hawai‘i
Dawn Photo from Hawai‘i Executive Collaborative
Amano Ige, Mayor Mitch Roth and other community leaders, Kaʻū
Dream representatives explained that Hawaiʻi Executive Collaborative is in partnership with students, teachers, community volunteers,
business leaders, lawmakers and global entities. The statement from
the group says “Kaʻū Dream is a community resiliency model – developed by and for the community – that aims to build a vibrant, thriving
and sustainable Kaʻū through education and economic development.”
The initiative has attracted such partners as aio Foundation, Strada
Education Network, Freeman Foundation, MyFarm Japan, Claremont
McKenna’s Global Learning Lab, InterGlobe India, Hawaiʻi Community College, County of Hawaiʻi, KTA Superstores, ACE Hardware
and a number of small businesses in the region.
“They have come together with community leaders to launch an
effort they hope will improve educational outcomes, spur economic development, strengthen community engagement, and serve as a
model for building resilient learning communities in other areas,”
says the statement.
Hawai‘i's First Lady said, “Kaʻū is a strong community, and
through this program, community members are further strengthening
its economy, transforming its local assets, and improving the quality
of life for its residents in a sustainable, long-term way.” The First
Ka‘ū Dream, pg. 7

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

EVENTS
&
ACTIVITIES
Future Health Professionals Study at Kaʻū High School

Kaʻū High chapter of HOSA: Future Health ProfesCommunity service hours include partnering with
sionals is up and running for the 2020 - 2021 school year Hilo Medical Center and UH Hilo, working on Wellness
under the direction of Dr. Angela
Fairs, assisting the Kaʻū Rural Health
Miyashiro. She is a Kaʻū High staff
Community Association program with
member, with a PhD in Sports EduJessie Marques, assisting with Kaʻū
cation, teaching physical education.
Hospital, peer teaching younger stuHOSA: Future Health Professionals
dents health care and prevention, and
is a nationwide, student-led orgavolunteering in the broader community
nization endorsed by U.S. Department of Education and through health advocacy opportunities.
Health Science Education Division of the Association for
HOSA at Kaʻū High hosted Kaʻū Health and Wellness
Career and Technical Education.
Fair and Easter Hunt for three years until Covid hit.
As a Career and Technical Student Organization,
Interested students and community volunteers can
HOSA thrives in Hawai‘i, said Miyashiro. After becom- contact Miyuashiro through angela.miyashiro@k12.
ing chartered in 2005 with 210 members
hi.us or through calling the school at
representing 12 schools, Hawai‘i HOSA
808-313-4100.
grew to 23 Hawai‘i high schools and
Miyashiro noted that HOSA provides
eight postsecondary institutions with a
a unique program of leadership developmembership exceeding 1,200.
ment, motivation, and recognition deKaʻū HOSA was founded in 2016
signed to meet the needs of secondary
and is growing. Every year most Kaʻū
and postsecondary students interested
participants qualify to compete in
in health and medical professions. She
States and a number qualify for Nation- Dr. Angie Miyashiro leads HOSA at
called it a powerful instructional tool that
als. “Recognized internationally, it is Kaʻū High. In 2018, she was Kaʻū's
works best when integrated into Health
teacher of the year, while her husband
a competitive prestigious program that Stewart Miyashiro was Teacher of the Science/Services curricula. She said that
creates an environment for growth to- Year at Pāhoa High. Between them is Health Services Career Pathway, Health
wards future medical and health profes- Gov. David Ige. Photo by David Berry Academy, and Small Learning Commusions,” said Miyashiro. “In addition we
nity teachers are committed to the develare incorporating a Rural Health Youth Advocacy Club. opment of their students with HOSA competitive events,
The mission is advocating for rural health to improve the community service projects, and leadership activities. Stuhealth and well-being of the school and community.”
dents who join HOSA receive training far beyond the basic
Ka‘ū Dream, from pg. 6
Lady chairs Kaʻū Dream’s community advisory committee. “The community is creating an exciting and hopeful path forward, one that is inspiring the entire state of
Hawaiʻi,” she said.
The initiative consists of four phases:
Phase I is creating accessible learning and
education spaces for
the entire community,
such as enabling high
school students and
adults the opportunity to earn credits
towards an associate Kalo at Kaʻū High & Pāhala Eldegree from Hawaiʻi ementary School Farm. See more at
www.kaudream.org.
Community College.
Phase II is creating opportunities and infrastructure that
will keep young talent in Kaʻū by working with businesses to create broader economic opportunities and integrating arts and music into the program.
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Dr. Angie Miyashiro, right, with Future Health Professionals organization members at Kaʻū High School. At left is Lark Morin who
works for the State HOSA, is in charge of the UH Hilo HOSA, and
supervises the Maui HOSA. Photo from Angie Miyashiro

technical skills needed for entry into the healthcare field.
They are provided experiences that will strengthen their
focus on education and training necessary for a career in
healthcare.
Established in 1976, HOSA has grown to over 150,000
members among 49 state associations (including Puerto
Rico and the District of Columbia). Through a student-led
pipeline, HOSA members make significant contributions
to overcoming the shortage of healthcare workers in our
country, said Miyashiro.

Phase III is developing
global agriculture partnerships to create jobs
and investment in the local workforce.
Phase IV will focus on
building the infrastructure
necessary for a resilient
community, such as reliable high-speed internet
service.
Phases I, II, and III are
being implemented concur- The farm at Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary is the site of the Kaʻū Dream launch event on Oct. 26.
rently while plans for Phase See more at www.kaudream.org.
Photos from Hawai‘i Executive Collaborative
IV are in development.
ganizations, including MyFarm Japan which is reviving
“Ultimately, the program aims to nurture a culture abandoned farmland and developing future ag-tech entreof socially responsible entrepreneurism, serving not only preneurs” in Japan.
Kaʻū, but also the rest of Hawaiʻi and Asia Pacific. This
“When we met with students, teachers and commucommunity-led initiative will be a model for revitaliza- nity leaders in Kaʻū, they shared with us a bold vision. Totion of rural communities nationwide,” says the statement gether, I believe we can make their dream a reality and, in
from Hawai‘i Executive Collaborative.
turn, inspire other communities to use this as a model for
Kurisu, who also attended the launch, said, “We have their own community revitalization plans,” said Kurisu.
already started connecting Kaʻū students with global orThe statement from Hawai‘i Executive Collaborative
says, “Kaʻū Dream will also emphasize humanity and the
arts to elevate the community’s overall well-being. It will
honor the region's cultural heritage through art installations, music and food events, and expand on the region’s
identity as a center for creativity and innovation.”
The statement notes that ʻĀina Akamu, “a teacher and
community leader, is working to transform Kaʻū High &
Pāhala Elementary School into an educational hub for the
entire community.”
Ka‘ū Dream, pg. 10

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

November, 2021

Page 7

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
See updates at
www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents movies
on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Gates open at 4
p.m. Once the car park area is full, gates
will be closed. There will be refreshments
on sale, such as Thai Grindz, popcorn, and
candy. No entry or membership fee; donations accepted. Attendees must join Ocean
View Theater Club on Facebook. For details, see the Ocean View Community Market and Outdoor Theater Facebook page.
GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for
Discovery Harbour Golf Course and its
Clubhouse: The Club offers Social Memberships, with future use of the clubhouse
and current use of the pickleball courts as
well as walking and running on specified
areas of the golf course before 8 a.m. and
after 3 p.m. to enjoy the panoramic ocean
views. Golf memberships range from unlimited play for the avid golfer to casual
play options. Membership is required to
play and practice golf on the course. All
golf memberships include Social Membership amenities. Membership fees are
designed to help underwrite programs and
improvements to the facilities. Call 808731-5122 or stop by the Clubhouse during
business hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at
94-1581 Kaulua Circle. Email clubatdiscoveryharbour@gmail.com. See The Club
at Discovery Harbour Facebook page.
HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN TRAILS
AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE. Drive to the
overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park at Volcano and Kahuku units. See
nps.gov/havo.
TAKE A GUIDED WALK THROUGH A
Nature Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center
Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village. No
reservations for five or fewer – limited to

ten people. Free; donations appreciated.
Email
programs@volcanoartcenter.org.
Garden is open to walk through at one’s
own pace, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays.
volcanoartcenter.org, 967-8222.

KA‘Ū COFFEE FESTIVAL’S VIRTUAL
PRESENCE is archived at www.kaucoffefestival.com. See stories and photos of
farmers and their orchards, a concert and
classes and discussions about Ka’ū Coffee.

Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū

Welcome to Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about Kaʻū’s native plants
and their moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred habitats, and opportunities to adopt them
for stewardship. This column seeks to encourage making new plant friends and to
reunite with others.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper
Center, Volcano Village on Sundays. 6 a.m.
to 10 a.m., with much local produce, baked
goods, food to go, island beef and Kaʻū
Coffee. EBT is used for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food
Stamps. Call 808-967-7800.
‘O KA’Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu,
open Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. Masks. temperature checks and
hand sanitizing required, social distancing enforced. No vaccination proof required. Contact Sue Barnett, OKK Market Manager, at 808-345-9374 (voice or
text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for more
and to apply to vend. See facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket.
OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET,
open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30
a.m. to 2 p.m., on the corner of Kona Drive
and Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located. Masks mandatory. 100-person limit,
social distancing required. Gate unlocked
for vendors at 5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no
reservations needed. Parking in upper lot
only. Vendors must provide own sanitizer.
Food vendor permits required. Carpooling
encouraged.
OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at Ocean
View makai shopping center, near Mālama

November Calendar, pg. 9

Pāʻū o Hiʻiaka by Joan Yoshioka

Pāʻū o Hiʻiaka

Jacquemontia sandwicensis
Description: Pāʻū o Hiʻiaka is an endemic species in the Convolvulaceae (Morning glory)
family, a cousin to koali ʻai, koali ʻawa, pōhuehue, kaunaʻoa, and a few others. The light
green leaves are elliptical-shaped, about 1.5-2.5 inches long, and are often covered in
tiny white hairs, giving the leaves a silvery appearance, and also aiding in their survival
during drought conditions. The flowers are small, but are a beautiful white or pale blue
color which bloom year round. This lāʻau is named from a story in which Pele left her
baby sister Hiʻiaka on the beach while she went surfing. The sun’s rays were strong and
baby Hiʻiaka had fallen asleep as she waited for her sister. A nearby vine saw what was
happening to Hiʻiaka’s gentle skin, and grew over her to protect her from the sun. When
Pele found Hiʻiaka covered in the silvery leaves, she thanked the vine for protecting her
sister, and named it Pāʻū o Hiʻiaka, or the “Skirt of Hiʻiaka”.
Uses: The dried leaves of pāʻū o Hiʻiaka are edible, and were often made into tea or mixed
with niu (coconut) and eaten. The vine was used medicinally in babies to treat ʻea (thrush)
and pāʻaoʻao (general weakness), and in adults to treat lepo paʻa (constipation). It was
mixed with kalo (taro) leaves and salt to aid in the healing of cuts and abrasions. In addition, when other fibers were not available, the vines were braided and used as lashing.
Habitat: Pāʻū o Hiʻiaka thrive in a variety of substrates, especially harsh and rocky areas
along dry (leeward) coastlines where rainfall is below 50 mm annually. The vines can be
found on all islands, and are most commonly seen below 5o’ elevation. In Kaʻū, pāʻū o
Hiʻiaka can be seen in abundance along the rocky shorelines from Waiʻōhinu Ahupuaʻa
to Kaunāmano Ahupuaʻa.
Growing and Purchasing: Pāʻū o Hiʻiaka roots easily from cuttings, with or without a
rooting hormone. Roots will develop within a week, though it will take about 4-6 weeks
until the cutting is a self-sufficient new plant. A slow release or diluted liquid fertilizer
will ensure your plant has vigorous growth and blooms. Some anecdotal evidence suggests occasionally misting them with seawater is helpful, which can act as a natural
fertilizer and a gentle defense against pests. Because of the node-rooting tendrils, it is
useful for erosion control on a slope or flood zone. It is also an excellent choice to plant
in poor soil, dry locations, sites prone to salt spray, and over rocks. Imagine pāʻū o
Hiʻiaka spilling over a rock wall with ʻilima papa as a companion, or in a large hanging
basket! Wherever they go, be sure they have full sun, avoid the urge to overwater them,
and enjoy the pāʻū this plant provides.
About the artist: Joan Yoshioka says she is a conservationist at heart and has dedicated her
life to preserving the native plants and animals of Hawaiʻi through her work
with federal, state, and private organizations over the past 30+ years. She describes herself as an outdoor-lovin’ optimist, biologist/botanist, and habitual
creator of art-stuff. She says the key to our most fundamental and truest part
of ourselves is found in nature and she constantly draws on it for inspiration.
About the author: Jodie Rosam says she has a deep
Joan Yoshioka love for native plants and a passion for exploration, with
over 15 years of experience in working in the restoration
of Hawaiʻi’s forests. As a mother and an educator, she says the next
generation has the power to lead the world to a sustainable future, and
is committed to teaching her children (and others) from a place-based
perspective.
Jodie Rosam
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Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up
time is 5 a.m. Masks required.
ALOHA FRIDAY MARKETPLACE is
hosted by Nā’ālehu Main Street on Fridays
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the grounds of the
Old Shirakawa Estate in Wai’ōhinu. It features Made in Hawai’i Products, Organic
Produce, Creative Crafts, Art, Flowers &
Plants, Food, Music, and more. Email AlohaFridayMarket@gmail.com.
THE BOOK SHACK is open every Wednesday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on the Kauahaʻao Congregational Church grounds, located at 951642 Pinao St. in Waiʻōhinu.

CHURCHES
THE MARSHALLESE NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH has Sunday services
starting at 5 p.m., as well as Bible studies
on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on the grounds
of Ocean View Evangelical Community
Church. The church is located at 92-8977
Leilani Circle in Ocean View. For further

information, contact Pastor Atkin Jello at
479-316-9892.

OCEAN VIEW EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY CHURCH holds services on Sundays at 10 a.m. In-person services follow
CDC guidelines and Hawai’i mandates by
using hand sanitizer, wearing face masks,
and practicing social distancing. Sermons
and additional information are posted at
www.ovevangelicalcommunity.church.
Contact phone numbers as well as email
contact information can also be found
there. The church is located at 92-8977
Leilani Circle and the church phone number is 808-939-9089.

d=QW5YSmQwNFAyWVZud3QvSVBi
NXJ0Zz09. Meeting ID: 857 9865 5114;
Passcode: Aloha. The Sunday service is
also broadcast on Facebook through the St.

Jude’s web page at http://www.stjudeshawaii.org. The hot showers and food events
have been canceled until further notice.

SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP is available at Waiʻōhinu’s Kauahaʻao Congregational Church. Parking on the lawn begins
at 10 a.m., with Worship Service starting
at 10:10 a.m. Face coverings required
when usher comes to vehicle to pass out
worship bulletin and other materials, and
at the same time, collect any offering or
gifts the individual(s) would like to give,
or when leaving vehicles for the restroom.
Church provides paper fans to stay cool.
Bring water. Catch the livestreamed service at 10:10
a.m. and Praise Jam, which
runs from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45
a.m. Service is emailed Sunday afternoon to anyone
on the email list. Sign up
by emailing at dwongyuen.
kauahaaochurch@gmail.
com or call 928-8039 or 9372155. Service is also online
on facebook and on FM 98.1
radio.
ST. JUDE’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN OCEAN
VIEW celebrates worship
in person and online, sometimes exclusively online.
Services begin at 9:30 a.m.
on Sundays. Here is the
zoom link: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/85798655114?pw
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Underground Fires: Much of Honu‘apo Public Lands Remain Closed

Much of the public lands in Honu‘apo
are shut down for the public. The county
closed access on the Pāhala side of the
estuary in October due to an unusual fire
hazard - people falling into holes full of
burning embers. Department of Parks &
Recreation announced the closure with
no date to reopen. The closure includes
the part of the Honu‘apo section of the
Ala Kahakai Trail along the coast and all
shoreline access for fishing and hiking on
Pāhala side of the estuary. The Nāʻālehu
side of the estuary area at Whittington
Beach Park with parking, restrooms and
picnic facilities remains open.
A county statement refers to the presence of wildfire danger from bagasse,
which is sugar cane waste from the nearby Honu‘apo sugar mill that operated
generations ago. The Honu‘apo Mill was
located mauka of what is now Hwy 11.
Wastewater from processing sugar cane
and the resulting bagasse were dumped

Pasture Fire and Smoke Over Nāʻālehu

A fire above Nāʻālehu in a pasture on Oct. 30.
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu firefighters beat back the
blaze.
Photo by Sue Barnett
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on lands around the estuary. Apparently,
many layers of bagasse and other grass
remain deep into the ground and in lava
tubes and imu - holes in the earth, which
shelter embers that ignite fires, especially in high winds. The imu present a
hazard for people walking there, who can
suffer broken bones and burns from falling in them.
County Planning Commissioner
John Replogle said he recalls when he
was a young boy that every night three or
four trucks would come out of the sugar
mill and dump soil, rocks and cane waste
on the Honu‘apo lands. He said there
were also cattle feed lots in the area.
The county statement says, “The
closure is required to protect the public’s
safety and welfare related to the bagasse
fires that are ongoing throughout the
area. These active fires and the resulting
latent hot spots and voids are not readily
observable as they occur beneath thick
mats of grasses and vegetation.”
The county reports that four people
have sustained “significant burn injuries,
and there have been other close calls
related to active response to these fires.
In addition, the vastness of the affected area, the challenging terrain for fire
equipment access, and the inherent difficulty of establishing and maintaining a
safe perimeter prompt this closure.”
The county statement says that
Ka‘ū Dream, from pg. 7
Akamu who hosted the event with
Kaʻū High & Pahala Elementary principal
Sharon Beck and other education, business
and political leaders, said, “People from
Kaʻū are driving this effort. Too often,
Kaʻū has seen well-intentioned outsiders
trying to help, but the efforts have fallen
short. We are excited to have partners who
listen to what we want for our community
are and are willing to provide assistance to
get us there.”

One of dirt roads into Honu‘apo that are now off limits due to fire hazards and the danger of falling
into imu, holes in the ground with old bagasse from sugar cane days, and embers from wildfires.
Photo by Bob Martin

“Hawai‘i County Fire Department is
managing the situation and will determine when the lands can be reopened for
shoreline access and other purposes. The
gate that provides access from Highway
11 to the public lands will be closed and
locked, and signage posted. We request
the public’s assistance in keeping this
entire area clear for fire and emergency
personnel access when the gate is open.
Whittington Beach Park, which is adjacent to these lands at Honu‘apo, remains
open along with the areas south of the
Honu‘apo Estuary.”
Among those recently injured at
Honu‘apo public lands is volunteer firefighter Lizzy Stabo, who fell into a hole
and received second and third degree
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burns. She remained in Straub Hospital in O‘ahu after skin grafts and other
treatment and was recently transferred to
Kona for further rehabilitation. She was
under medical care at Straub since the
accident, which happened on Sept. 3.
See fundraisers for Stabo at https://
www.gofundme.com/f/help-lizzy-recover and at https://www.facebook.com/
donate/379759600195220/
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South Point U-Cart for Sale, with 42 Years Serving Community

It’s called the longest continuously a marlin on his third visit. He caught
more than a fish. He also took
owned business in Ocean View.
the first steps towards a lifelong
After 42 years of ownership,
entrepreneurship.
Stan Troeller is offering his
He told The Ka‘ū Calendar
well-known business, South
that he was wandering around
Point U-Cart, for sale. The busiKona when he saw a set of conness supplies the community
crete forms that had been laid
with propane, mixed concrete
and were awaiting the delivery
in “carts”, and with gardening
of concrete. He also noticed that
materials like cinder, mulch and
mac nuts as well as building ma- Stanley Troeller is the forms needed cleaning, and,
terials like rebar, base coarse, known as the longest without much thought started
continuously serving
sand and rock. He also has a business entrepre- scraping old concrete from them,
good stock of machines and oth- neur in Ocean View. just because it needed doing.
That got the attention of the site
er equipment for rent.
Born in Wisconsin to a Lutheran boss, an entrepreneur named Jack Hall,
family, Troeller first came to Hawai‘i to who founded the corporation U-Cart of
catch a marlin and also to follow his life- America. Hall offered Troeller a job.
long passion for sky-diving. He landed At that time, the only U-Cart outlets in
Hawai‘i were in Honolulu, Kona and
Hilo, though there were many in South
America and Australia. Today, the South
Point U-Cart is the only one still operating. U-Cart customers buy a “cart”
containing mixed concrete and, using
a tow hitch, cart the concrete to the job
site, emptying the cart and returning the
empty cart, cleaned. The popular service
is ideal for jobs that are too small for
large ready-mix deliveries, but too big
to mix concrete in a wheelbarrow.
Hall and Troeller noticed that many
of their customers were coming from
Ocean View. At Hall’s suggestion, Troeller started the South Point U-Cart in
Ocean View in 1981. The beginnings
were small. At that time, the only other business in town was a gas station,
owned by the late John Akin. Troeller
acquired the business’s present site - a
four-acre parcel that included a large
Who will follow their footsteps? Stan Troeller and Kaida steel-frame warehouse, erected by
Houvener with a few of the concrete paving stones
Earl Yonker in the 1970’s. At the time
made from left-over mixed concrete, the mainstay of the
it was used for storing sawn lumber
42-year-old South Point U-Cart.

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Kaida Houvener and Stan Troeller among the U-Cart carts that, when filled with mixed concrete, can
be towed by customers to job sites in and near Ocean View. Behind them is the hydraulic concrete
mixer and hopper and behind that is the original steel-framed warehouse that has housed the business
for more than 40 years.
Photos by Annie Bosted

that was sold for construction in the area.
He and his wife, Mariann, parked their
mobile home near the warehouse. The
site was covered in weeds, so they hired a
bulldozer to clear a space for the parking
lot, as well as opening up a space behind
the warehouse. They had to arrange for
three-phase power to be installed to drive
the concrete mixer.
They hauled water that was pumped
up from a well located at the bottom of
Maikai in Ranchos. As Ocean View slowly grew, so did the fun of helping others. It
was standard for residents to share fish or
home-grown veggies and fruit with others
in the community.
Troeller immediately began selling
mixed concrete as well as pier blocks. Today that service is still the mainstay of the
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business. The concrete is mixed in a hydraulic mixer, and any left over concrete
is converted to pier blocks or decorative
paving stones.
“Most houses in Ocean View are sitting on our pier blocks,” observed Troeller, adding, “If you think that we sell
about ten yards of concrete a week, that
adds up to 520 yards a year. Over 40
years, that’s a lot of medium-sized homebuilding projects in Ocean View and other
towns.”
When he saw Ocean View residents
driving to Nā‘ālehu for propane, he added
that service.
Troeller’s manager, Kaida Houvener,
joined the business in 1983 after he graduated from high school. Houvener has also
made a huge impact on Ocean View - albeit in a very different way.
Over the past 15 Christmas
seasons, Houvener and his
family have hosted their
Christmas
extravaganza,
adding more extravagance
each year. This year they
will squeeze 64 new elves
and a 16-foot train into a
yard already full of Christmas icons, lights and festive
joy.
Troeller said
he is confident
that the U-Cart
business will sell
- he came close to
closing a deal two
years ago. However, he and Houvener will stay in the
community, ready
to step up and help
customers if they
are needed. After
42 years, why stop
now?
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ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY IN KA‘U

Volume 19, Number 11
Moa‘ula Lands, from pg. 1
the opportunity for green living! Easily
accessed from a paved road, you'll enjoy cool tropical breezes at an elevation
that’s ideal for most tropical agricultural
pursuits. Property could be licensed for
ranching or ag while retaining a portion
for your private get-away. So, relax and
take a look at the rare opportunity that is
Mo‘ula!” The listings have referred to the
area as Mo‘ula instead of Moa‘ula.
One parcel of 234.97 acres is listed
at $1.765 million. Another is 25.25 acres
listed at $399,000. The third property is
28.64 acres, listed for $358,000.
Regarding the land where local farmers helped to make Kaʻū Coffee famous,
RLH subdivided the properties and offered to sell the smaller lots to the coffee growers who farm on them. Kaʻū
Coffee farmers have been paying rent for
the property since the Kaʻū Coffee farms
were launched with the close of Kaʻū
Sugar Co. in 1996. The sugar company
Kaunāmano, from pg. 1
nity-driven acquisition of Kaunāmano in
Kaʻū to help ensure the continued stewardship, conservation, cultural preservation, and community access of this special
place for generations to come.”
The statement notes that The Trust
for Public Land facilitated the acquisition
and the community united in the effort to
raise the $6.71 million in public funds to
buy and protect the land and convey it to
Ala Kahakai Trail Association for community and cultural stewardship.
Reyna Ramolete Hayashi, Project
Manager, The Trust for Public Land, said,
“We were humbled to work with the Ka‘ū
community, descendants, and Ala Kahakai
Trail Association to protect Kaunāmano.
We mahalo the County and the State for
partnering with us in this effort, and exBacklogged Permits, from pg. 2
ing any permit when issued in error, on the
basis of incorrect information supplied, or
in violation of the construction code, any
permit or variance issued pursuant to the
construction code, or other applicable law;
(3) Halting building operations when in
violation of the construction code, any permit or variance issued pursuant to the construction code, or other applicable law; (4)
Preventing occupancy or use of a structure,
when violations of the construction code,
any permit or variance issued pursuant to
the construction code, or other applicable
law have occurred; or (5) Initiating criminal enforcement and the imposition of penalties or fees, or both, when authorized by
the construction code or other applicable
law.”
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sold off the land with the coffee farmers’
licenses to rent the property attached to
the parcels.
Any lots where the farmers are unable to put down earnest money and provide a signed intent to buy will be put on
the open market, according to representatives of RLH. In the meantime larger lots
unencumbered by coffee farm licenses are
going up for sale.
The Realtor representing the farmers wanting to purchase their coffee lands
is Julie Enriques of The Land Office in
Nāʻālehu. Representing the sellers is Denise Nakanishi of Hawai‘i Life, based in
Princeville on the north shore of Kaua‘i.
Nakanishi is based in Hilo.
Kaʻū Coffee Growers Cooperative
President Gloria Camba said she is hopeful that farmers will qualify with low cost
USDA, state or private loans and be able
to keep their farms.
Larger parcels are for sale as Kaʻū Coffee farmers hope to qualify to buy their smaller farms with
USDA, state and private loans.
Photo from Hawai‘i Life

tend special thanks to the landowner
EWM Enterprises for its patience and
generosity. The Ka‘ū community fought
long and hard for this vision, and under
their stewardship we know Kaunāmano
will flourish.”
Ernest Moody, EWM Enterprises,
LP, the seller of the land, said, “Preserving lands with significant archaeological
features that also provide coastal trails
for the community is of great importance
and will benefit current and future generations. We are grateful to be a part of these
efforts and will continue to support The
Trust for Public Land over the years.”
Charles A Anderson, PB, Hawai‘i
Pacific Brokers, LLC, who represented
EWM Enterprises, LP in the sale, noted,
“This is the sixth property EWM has conveyed to the County or State of Hawai‘i, or
other nonprofit entities for preservation.”
Kaunāmano means “where the multitudes are placed/settled” telling of
the large ancient villages that thrived
there. The statement says, “Protecting
Kaunāmano preserves a vast cultural
landscape with hundreds of cultural sites
including its two villages at Pāʻula and
Paukū, house sites, heiau (temples), iwi
kūpuna (burials), petroglyphs, and extensive lava tube networks including the famous cave of Puhi‘ula with its rock-lined
anchialine pool teeming with ʻōpaeʻula
(native shrimp).”
The joint statement says Ala Kahakai
Trail Association “is a Hawai‘i islandbased, Native Hawaiian non-profit whose
mission is to support and guide a community-managed trail that honors those who
came before and perpetuates traditions for

those who follow – with protocols and
respect for Hawai‘i’s past, present and
future. ATA will work with the County to
develop a community management plan
for Kaunāmano and steward the land in
close partnership with the Ka‘ū community, descendants, and nonprofits.”
Pelehonuamea Harman, of the Stewardship Committee of Ala Kahakai Trail
Association, said, “Puhiʻula cave in
Kaunāmano, like so many other places in
Kaʻū, is very special to my ʻohana. Many
years ago, as a young girl, my greatgrandmother, Mary Kawena Pukui, would

Pa‘ula village looking toward Honu‘apo.

go there to collect paʻakai with her grandmother, Naliipoaimoku, or to get fish
from a relative, Opupele. Years later, she
wrote about this place that provided our
ʻohana with sustenance in mele, stories,
and academic works. Now, I can go there
with my children and we are still provided
with paʻakai, shelter and a place to con-
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nect with our kūpuna. I know they are
smiling down at us knowing the coastline
has been preserved.”
Keoni Fox, a Kaunāmano descendant and Director of Ala Kahakai Trail
Association, said, “My mother, Luana
Keanu was born in Nā‘ālehu and raised in
Kaunāmano by her grandparents. With the
closure of Ka‘ū Agribusiness at the turn of
the century, these coastal lands were sold
to developers. Soon after, applications
were submitted for large luxury style subdivisions. As a descendant of Kaunāmano,
my family has worked desperately to pro-

Photo from Ala Kahakai Trail Association

tect our iwi kūpuna and kuleana lands for
the past twenty years. Today our ‘ohana
and kūpuna can finally be at peace, knowing these lands will never be developed.
“ATA looks forward to working
closely with Ka‘ū families and the larger
community to honor the legacy of our
Kaunāmano, pg. 16
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KEEPING HEALTHY
Volume 19, Number 11

A Journal of Good Health, Food, and Fitness

Bay Clinic and West Hawai‘i Community Health Center will merge and take
a new name to serve all of Hawai‘i Island,
according to a recently released statement.
The plan is to combine personnel of both
organizations by July 1, 2022. The decision
was made in late September by Bay Clinic
Board of Directors led by Haidee Abe and
West Community Health Center Board of
Directors led by Mike Matsukawa.
The statement says that the yet to
be named combined entity would
service 40,000 patients and provide medical, dental, pharmacy,
behavior health services and
enabling services at locations
in Nāʻālehu, Ocean View and
Miloli‘i in the Kaʻū area. Other
communities serviced will be Kealakekua,
Kealakehe, Kailua-Kona, Waikoloa, Hilo,
Kea‘au and Pāhoa.

providers
serving
the Kaʻū district.
HMC covers the
Pāhala area, Bay
covers
Nā‘ālehu
and
Wai‘ōhinu,
Discovery Harbor,
and some of Ocean
View, and West
Hawai‘i
cover's
Ocean View and
Miloli‘i.
Joining
forces
with West
Hawai‘i
will allow Bay Clinic CEO Kimo Alameda, right, with Bay Clinic Covid coordinator
Bay to lever- Erin Samura at a free COVID vaccine event at Miloli‘i, a village to be served
by the merger of Bay Clinic with West Hawai‘i Community Health Center.
age West Hawai‘i
Photo by Anuheamailani Shaw
resources to increase
medical, dental, behavioral health, and diately saw a more comprehensive scope
pharmacy services within the entire Kaʻū of care, increased access to providers,
District. Our immediate goal is to prevent greater economies of scale and the opporKaʻū residents from needing to travel to tunity to add new clinic locations as imHilo or Kona for healthcare and social mediate benefits to a merger. It just made
services. Our long-term goal is to partner sense.”
with the county to enhance recreational
The statement says, “Due Diligence.
services for our Kupuna and Keiki, and to That's where the real work began. Manserve as a resiliency hub providing disas- agement teams and consultants conducted
ter recovery services should Kaʻū be hit a due diligence investigation into the risks
with a natural or man-made disaster.”
and opportunities of a merger in the areas
The West Hawai‘i Community Health of leadership, management, finances, manCenter CEO Richard Taaffe said, “As we power, IT, facilities, regulatory approvals,
conducted our due diligence, it became compliance and liabilities. The Chief Fiobvious that merging the two operations nancial Officers and Chief Operations Ofwould have a positive effect on patient ficers of both organizations met and conhealth care island-wide. Kimo and I immeBay Clinic, pg. 15
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New Name for Bay Clinic in 2022 Merger

Bay Clinic CEO Kimo Alameda said,
“In thinking about how to unify our island
communities and enhance our mission, I
approached West Hawai‘i Community
Health Center with the idea of merging
our operations to increase patient access
to qualified healthcare providers and improve the quality of patient care islandwide. West Hawai‘i Community Health
Center CEO Richard Taaffe had the same
mission in mind and we began to talk story
on how to make it work.
“There are three community health

The Ka‘ū Calendar
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Nēnē with the lava lake in the background.

The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
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NPS Warns Watch for Nēnē

NPS photo by Janice Wei

Breeding and nesting season is off to a
deadly start for the Hawai‘i State Bird. October marked the beginning of nēnē breeding and nesting season, but three of these
native geese in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park were fatally struck by vehicles on
Chain of Craters Road in within two weeks.
This tragedy happened despite signs warning motorists to slow down and watch for
geese. One victim was a male goose whose
mate was killed the previous week on the
same stretch of road near the Mau Loa o
Maunaulu trailhead.

“It is tragic that three rare nēnē are dead
because of speeding or inattentive motorists
in the park, especially a mated pair at the
start of breeding and nesting season. We
need everyone to slow down, watch out for
wildlife and understand that the park is their
habitat,” said Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park Superintendent Rhonda Loh. “It is also
imperative that people never feed nēnē. Besides being unhealthy for the birds, feeding
wildlife gets them comfortable around humans and vehicles, which all too often has a
Nēnē Safety, pg. 15

Field-Notes: Hawaiʻi ʻAlalā Contemplates The Void
From Which It Came
Multi-media by Elizabeth Miller

look forward to the time when the annual
studio tour and sale can continue as it was
before the pandemic, hopefully in 2022.
Check Volcano Village Artists Hui
website in November for up-to-date information and maps, as changes are possible
up to the last minute due to the ongoing
public health issues. Covid protocols with
be observed at all open studios, including masking, hand sanitizing and social
distancing.
“The Hui would like to thank our
community for their continued understanding and support!” says a statement
from the artists. See www.VolcanoVillageArtistsHui.com

Volcano Village Artists Hui Hosts Annual Studio Tour
Volcano Village Artists Hui will hold
a modified Studio Tour this Thanksgiving
weekend. Three studio sites will be open
for regular hours on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, Nov. 26 - 28 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Mixed Flock multiple plate woodblock print by
Margaret Barnaby

november Events
Exhibit: Ho’okupu by Kathy Long
on display through November 7
First Virtual Only Exhibit: Shifting
Tides: Convergence through November 8
11/6 - Mandala with Rona Smith
11/7 - 11/21 - Mosaic
Classes (3 Sunday sessions)
11/8 -11/22 -Beginning Keiki
Mosaic Classes (3 Monday sesions)
11/13 - Papermaking with Mary Milelzcik
11/13 - Zentangle: Holiday
Magic with Dina Kageler,
Val Oachi & Lydia Meneses
11/20 - Poured Watercolors
with Patti Pease Johnson
11/20 - Community Mosaic Celebration

Margaret Barnaby will display her
woodblock prints at her studio, joined
by Mike and Misato Mortara with their
hand-blown art glass and Lisa Louise Adams with her quilts, pots, watercolors and
books.
Ira Ono will be on hand with his Exquisite Gifts & Treasures at Volcano Garden Arts.
Emily Herb with her pottery and
sculptural clay vessels and guest artist
Joan Yoshioka with her nature paintings,
prints and cards will be at the 2400 Fahrenheit Glass Studio.
Erik Wold for his pottery, Chiu Leong
for porcelain and tea, Elizabeth Miller
with her paintings and prints, and Ricia
Shema with vintage silk can be contacted
through their websites and email.
Pam Barton and Zeke Israel have opted not to participate this year. Hui members said they continue to make art and

Volcano Village
Artists Hui
35th Annual Art
Studio Tour & Sale
November 26 - 28, 2021
Friday, Saturday & Sunday
10am - 4pm
For map & current
information about the
Studio Tour, as well
as individual artist
contacts, please visit:

www.VolcanoVillageArtistsHui.com
Instagram: @VolcanoArtHui

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN!
Visit our website for current hours

Office in Volcano Village:
(808) 967-8222
Gallery in HVNP:
(808) 967-7565
volcanoartcenter.org/shop
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Shifting Tides: First VAC
Virtual Only Exhibit

Volcano Art Center’s first virtual only
exhibit runs through Nov. 8. Studio Art
Quilt Associates presents Shifting Tides:
Convergence in Cloth at www.volcanoartcenter.org.
Created as a group exhibit to shine a
light on the issues facing the Pacific Ocean
today, Shifting Tides is a collection of work
by 45 artists chosen from the seven Pacific-facing regions of Studio Art Quilt Associates. An international organization that
promotes the quilt as an art form, SAQA
has a history of inviting artists to explore
topical, sometimes controversial topics.
With this latest show, the organization’s
west-coast members explore the earth’s
largest ecosystem.
From their strikingly different vantage points—from Southern California
northward to Western Canada and Alaska, plus Hawaiʻi—artists from a range of
backgrounds were asked to express their
concerns and feelings about the Pacific.
“Merely because we live
in this part of the world,
we as individuals are part
of the Pacific ecosystem.
On a daily basis, we may
not recognize the changes
that are happening, but they
are of vital importance to
our world,” write Georgia
French and Sonja Campbell, co-chairs of the exhibit
planning committee. “We
were stunned with the variety and emotional intensity
of their responses, as well as
with the beauty and graphic
impact of their work.”
The 45 works range
widely in content and technique, drawing on realism,
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Tidewater Glacier, 30″h x36″w by Cat Larrea of
Anchorage, Alaska.

abstract, and non-representational depictions. The pieces on display were chosen
from more than 160 submissions for SAQA
artists. Curated by renowned textile artist,
Ann Johnston, the exhibit offers a variety
of styles and contexts about the plight of
oceans and the communities they support.
“The topic demands a passion we all
feel, and the quilts dealt with the subject
and the passion in many different ways; all
of them hit me as having merit and value,”
explains Johnson. “The intention of the exhibit was not only to choose good pieces
but also to include a representative range
of habitats and issues in reference to our
Pacific ecosystem. I also wanted to include
a range of design approaches and construction techniques. I think the resulting exhibit is a showcase of art that will enlighten
the viewers about quilts and encourage exploration of solutions to one of our most
anguishing ecological problems.”
Volcano Art Center invites those who
want to learn more about the issues plaguing the Pacific Ocean, crave a forum that
amplifies concerns, and those wanting to
immerse into images of Shifting Tides to
view the exhibit at www.volcanoartcenter.
org.
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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Nēnē Safety, from pg. 14
fatal outcome,” Loh said.
The park also urges visitors to steer
clear of a nēnē pair that is frequenting the
former Jaggar Museum parking lot at the
new Uēkahuna eruption viewing area. Park
staff have observed nēnē feeding on piles
of rice, crackers and other food left behind
in the parking lot and surrounding area.
Although the food is removed, to further
protect the birds, park management could
decide to close the parking lot if the nēne
continue to congregate near vehicles.
Nēnē are the largest native land animals in Hawai‘i and the world’s rarest
goose. They are present in the park and
other locations in Hawai‘i year-round, but
the October through May breeding/nesting
season is crucial for their survival. It’s also
when nēnē are most vulnerable to being run
over by drivers. The geese are focused on
eating, and often forage from dawn to dusk
as they get ready to nest. They blend in with
their surroundings, and in low-light periods,

A pair of nēnē in years past near a large vehicle
pullout area along Hwy 11 between Pāhala and
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. It's another
stretch of road where motorists are urged to
watch for nēnē crossing the pavement.
Photo by Julia Neal

they are especially hard for motorists to spot.
Nēnē crossing signs posted
throughout the park call attention to
roadside areas frequented by nēnē.
These include sections of Highway
11, Crater Rim Drive, and Chain
of Craters Road. Speed humps are
installed in problem areas. Motorists are urged to use extra caution
in nēnē crossing areas, and to obey
posted speed limits.
By 1952, only 30 nēnē remained statewide. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park and conservation partners began efforts to
recover the species in the 1970s
through a captive breeding and re- Nēnē killed by a moving vehicle on Chain of Craters Road,
NPS photo
introduction program. The Nēnē the third in two weeks.
Recovery Program continues today,
and are the last survivor of several other enand around 165 birds thrive in the park from demic geese. They have strong feet and padsea level to around 8,000 feet. Nearly 3,500 ded toes with reduced webbing, an adaptanēnē exist statewide.
tion that allows them to walk across rough
Wild nēnē are found only in Hawai‘i lava plains. Most nēnē fly between night-

Ibarra Designs New Branding for UH Hilo
Ka‘ū artist Tanya Ibarra has created
the new graphics and website design
for University of
Hawai‘i at Hilo after much input from
students,
faculty,
administrators and
community. Her accomplishment is part
of a new rebranding
for the university.
Tanya Ibarra
Ibarra said, “The design
reflects the experiences of aloha that UH
Hilo students will have, and to be sure

they understand that aloha experience
will continue to guide them throughout
the rest of their lives.”
She designed the website and an image with the words Connecting, Learning, Life & Aloha that is being employed

Reach More People
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widely in the new UH Hilo branding program. She works for UH Hilo in its Media
and Graphics department.
Ibarra has also helped The Ka‘ū Calendar with design and production for
some 15 years. She has also designed
many logos, labeling and packaging for
businesses and non-profits in Ka‘ū and
beyond, including Ka‘ū Coffee Mill,
Ka‘ū Chamber of Commerce, Ka‘ū Coffee Co-op, and OKK Annual Coffee Run.
She also creates fine art about Pasifika
culture with a studio in Pāhala.

time roosts and daytime feeding grounds.
The female builds a simple ground nest and
incubates one to four eggs for a full month
while her devoted mate acts as a sentry.
Shortly after they hatch, goslings leave the
nest and follow their parents to their traditional foraging grounds which can be more
than a mile away. At 14 weeks, nēnē can fly,
and along with their parents, they join other
flocks where they meet their relatives and
potential mates. They usually mate for life.
Visit https://www.nps.gov/havo/learn/
nature/nene.htm for more information.
To report nēnē on the road in the park,
call 808-985-6170. Outside the park, call
808-974-4221.

Bay Clinic, from pg. 13
firmed that a consolidation was feasible. A
Steering Committee was formed to initiate
relationship building, align the missions
and synergies and set the foundation for
collaboration.”
The consolidation is intended to integrate both center’s services, personnel,
boards of directors by July 1, 2022. Bay
Clinic will be folded into West Hawai‘i
Community Health Center July 1, the end
of this fiscal year.
The Bay Clinic board chair said,
“We have the same mission to enhance
the quality of life for the community with
improved health care access. Both entities
truly understand the unique characteristics
of their local communities. It's a win, win
for Hawai‘i Island.”
Founded in 1983, Bay Clinic is the
largest non-profit community health center
on Hawai‘i Island. It employs about 206
health care professionals and support staff,

providing about $13 million in annual salaries and wages. “We are a significant contributor to our local economy, workforce
infrastructure, and access to affordable
and comprehensive health care,” says the
statement. Bay Clinic alone serves 22,096
East Hawai‘i residents with approximately
80,000 visits annually.
West Hawai‘i Community Health
Center was founded in 2005 “by a group
of community members who believed
all people should have access to quality
health. Starting with six employees, 156
years ago, today West Hawai‘i Community
Health Center has grown to 200+employees serving nearly 25 percent of the residents of West Hawai‘i with an operating
budge of $25 million. “Since day one, our
mission has remained the same to provide
quality, comprehensive and integrated
health care services accessible to all, regardless of their ability to pay,” says the
statement.

Friends of Volcano School Raise $ for Envira Pod

The Ka‘ū Calendar

An Envira Pod is in the works through a fundraiser by The Friends of Volcano
School. The zero-carbon footprint, solar power classroom on wheels was developed
by an outfit called Something Good in the World.
See more on Volcano School of the Arts & Sciences at www.volcanoschool.net.
Also see somethinggoodintheworld.org.
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Kaunāmano, from pg. 12
kūpuna, to mālama these lands that have
been passed down to us and to preserve
them for the next generation.”
Nohealani Ka‘awa, a Kaunāmano descendant who serves on the Stewardship
Committee of Ala Kahakai Trail Association, said, “This vision was set by many of
our Ka‘ū kūpuna that today, make up the
soil of this ʻāina. Aunty Keolalani Hanoa,
my ʻohana and late mentor, once said,
‘One day we going own all of Ka‘ū.’ It
was her vision to protect the entire Ka‘ū
coast. She meant ‘own’ in that it is protected from development, allows for subsistence fishing and gathering, keeps it in
the hands of our community to continue
our traditional lifeways as kanaka ʻōiwi o
Ka‘ū. The time to implement community
based management is now, otherwise our
sacred spaces will continue to be mismanaged and desecrated. It’s time to holomua
kākou to figure out how we can ‘auamo
our kuleana to Kaunāmano together as
one community, one ‘ohana.”
The property's protection will allow
Kuahiwi Ranch to continue grazing cattle
on the property. The joint statement notes
that “Kuahiwi Ranch is owned and operated by three generations of the Galimba
family and specializes in local, freerange, grassfed beef which contributes to
Hawai‘i’s food security.” Michelle Galimba said, “We are so excited that these
lands will be preserved! Our family has
been grazing cattle on this property for the
last 17 years. We believe in the agricul-

Sheltered cove at Kaunāmano.

		

tural and open space value of these lands
and are committed to working with the
community and ATA to balance our grazing with the protection of the property’s
cultural and natural resources.”
The statement notes that Kaunāmano’s
coastline and the Māniania Pali will provide protected habitat for native coastal
plants and native seabirds like noio (black
noddies) and koa‘e kea (white tailed tropic birds) that nest along the cliffs.
Suzanne Case, Chair of the Dept. of
Land & Natural Resources, which oversees the state's Legacy Land Conserva-

Photo from Ala Kahakai Trail Association

tion Program, said,
“Kaunāmano
protects native seabird
habitat, and many
other
incredible
natural and cultural
resources along the
coast and inland. We
are thrilled that the
Land Conservation
Fund contributed to
its preservation. The
Legacy Land Conservation Program has
helped protect some
of Hawai‘i’s most
cherished places for Pa‘ula village looking toward Honu‘apo.
Photo from Ala Kahakai Trail Association
the past 16 years.”
The joint statement notes: “The Ka‘ū tion easements. All seven projects have
community has been working for decades conserved 6,199 acres, precious cultural
to protect their beloved 80-mile coast to landscapes, pasture land, and connect
honor their kūpuna and empower future over 8.5 miles of the Ala Kahakai Nationgenerations to perpetuate their culture and al Historic Trail.”
Megan Lamson, of Ka ‘Ohana o
rural, subsistence lifestyle. The protection
of Kaunāmano is one among several suc- Honu‘apo, said “board members are
cessful Ka‘ū conservation projects over thrilled to learn of the successful acquisithe years, including Honu‘apo Fishpond tion of Kaunāmano, which is a neighbor
and Kāwā Bay owned by the County of to Honuʻapo. This is another addition to
Hawai‘i; Waikapuna conserved in 2019, the greater vision of protecting the entire
and Kāwala, Manākaʻa Fishing Village, Ka‘ū coastline from development. Big
and Honu‘apo Ranch Lands which are mahalo to the staff at The Trust for Pubowned by Kuahiwi Ranch and are now lic Land for helping to make this vision
protected by privately funded conserva- a reality.”

