Fire Burns Near Hawksbill Turtle Nests at Pōhue Bay

A fire at Pōhue Bay burned within ten
feet of endangered Hawaiian hawksbill
turtle nests on Oct. 9. A statement released
by Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park says,
“Vegetation on the beach like fallen palm
fronds and Pōhuehue (beach morning glory)
burned within ten feet of two honuʻea (Hawaiian hawksbill turtle) nests.
“The beach at Pōhue Bay contains important nesting habitat for honuʻea. The fire
consumed native vegetation that provides
nesting habitat and directly threatened active nests,” said Sierra McDaniel, Hawaiʻi

Volcanoes National Park Natural Resources
Program Manager.
The Park announced that “This unfortunate incident is a good reminder that public
access to this area is currently not permitted.
Until interim operating procedures are completed, and safe access protective of cultural
and natural resources can be ensured, public
access is temporarily restricted. There are no
bathroom facilities, no formalized parking or
capacity for trash removal, and emergency
response is very limited.”
The statement also said that the fire

was extinguished thanks to a coordinated
response from Hawaiʻi County and National Park Service firefighter crews. Hawaiʻi
County Fire Department arrived first to the
remote location and used a brush truck and
two tankers from Ocean View and Pāhala to
put out the fire. A National Park Service hand
crew completed the final patrol and mop-up
of the fire, according to Greg Funderburk,
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park Fire Management Officer. Area residents said they
also witnessed the involvement of a helicopPōhue Bay Fire, pg. 12

Pōhue Bay was the scene of a small fire Oct.
9, near nesting sites of endangered Hawaiian
hawksbill turtles.
Photo from NPS
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Mauna Loa Reminds Ka‘ū: She’ll Erupt Again
Jolted by back-to-back magnitude 5
and 4.6 earthquakes, more than 100 residents filled Ocean View Community Center
to capacity in late October to get the latest
forecasts from scientists who study volcanism on Mauna Loa.
Chief scientist at the Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory, Ken Hon, painted the big picture, explaining that the alert levels for the
mountain have vacillated between green
(normal) and yellow (advisory). According to Hon, the mountain was in the yellow/advisory for much of 2015 and 2016,
then in the green/normal for much of 2017
and 2018, and has been back in the yellow
since 2019. The next stage would be watch
(orange), indicating a high likelihood of an
eruption) and then red warning (red); eruption imminent.
Hon emphasized that even though the
mountain is well instrumented, they cannot
predict an eruption - all they can do is pick
up the clues.
Scientist Frank Trusdell presented a
slide talk, along with more facts about the
history of the mountain and what can be expected should an eruption occur.
He explained that the mountain has
erupted 33 times since 1832, and that the
lava from half of those events remained in
the summit caldera. Once the lava leaves
the caldera the flow times vary according
to the terrain. The 1950 flow produced lava
that raced over precipitous terrain, reaching
the ocean in a mere three hours, while the
Mauna Loa Updates, pg. 11

Mauna Loa crater where many recent earthquakes have led to an expectation of lava flowing. Civil Defense and USGS scientists held meetings on preparedness in October. The insert photo shows a kind of altar with gifts near the top of Mauna Loa. Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park has made the trail up
Mauna Loa off limits to hikers.
		
Photos from Sebastian Blank

Investigative Subcommittees Set for Punalu‘u, Green Sands, Pōhue
Kaʻū Community Development Plan Action
Committee set up
Investigative Subcommittees in October on four topics, three of them
concerning
the
Kaʻū Coast. The
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subcommittees are Punalu‘u Coastal Access
& Resources, Green Sand Beach Coastal
Access & Resources, Pōhue Bay Coastal
Access & Resources and Kupuna Housing
for Nāʻālehu. The Action Committee also
named its Chair, Leina‘ala Enos, Vice Chair
Pernell Hanoa and Secretary Catherine
Smith.
The coastal subcommittees relate to
the Kaʻū Community Development Plan's

Implementation Actions stated in its Guide.
One of them is to “Pursue potential synergistic projects,” including, “Develop and
implement plans for Punalu‘u.” It says,
“Punalu‘u features a unique combination
of significant resources: ecological (turtle
nesting, wetlands), cultural (historic sites,
natural beauty), recreational (shoreline access and trail, beach park, fishing, boat
launch, golf course, and economic (boat

launch, vacation rentals). However, not all
of these resources are sufficiently protected
or actively managed.”
The Guide also notes that “Punalu‘u is
in the State Urban district, and it is zoned
for residential and resort development (both
by the County and Department of Hawaiian
Home Lands). However, the existing water
and wastewater system infrastructure apKCDP Subcommittees, pg. 2

Three candidates for Ka‘ū into Kona
office in the state House of Representatives
issued statements in October, just ahead of
the General Election, with opportunities to
cast ballots all the way up to Nov. 8.
Lohi Goodwin, the Republican candidate wrote: “I am a conservative who was
born and raised in Hawai‘i. I am a father, a
USAF veteran, a husband, a homeschooler,
and a Kanaka. I am running because I see
a dark day coming, in which our government does not respect and honor the people
(us) but wishes to dictate every facet of our
lives. From taking our hard earned money

from our wallets in the name of the environment, to physically assaulting our children
in school with forced experimental drugs,
to sexually grooming our keiki kane and
kaikamahine with perverse identity lessons,
to removing the rights of parents to parent
their children according to the beliefs of
the ‘ohana. I believe these will destroy the
‘Ohana, turn the keiki against the makua,
and wreak havoc on our community.
“We see the very same people who
have killed businesses, put us out of work,
set our kids back in school, and forced experimental drugs (dangerous vaccines) into

our ohana asking to be given another opportunity to drive us deeper into misery and
uncertainty.
“Do we still remember what normal is?
Do our kids? I am running to restore normal, when government did the will of the
voters, The People, who pay them. I am still
salty about not being able to attend graduation, my kids not able to attend prom, no funerals, etc… These were unnecessary, they
knew it, I knew it, yet they are still trying to
play the same sick game with the lives of us
and our keiki. ‘Nuff Already, vote freedom
State House Candidates, pg. 4

General Election Nov. 8: State House Candidates Seek Votes
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KCDP Subcommittees, from pg. 1
pears to be in poor condition and significant
maintenance, repairs and upgrades may be
necessary. Moreover, portions of Punalu‘u
for development are vulnerable to hazards,
including wildfire, floods, tsunamis, and sea
level rise.”
The Punalu‘u Subcommittee is comprised of Pernell Hanoa, Jesse Ke, Kaweni
Ibarra and Kaohinani Mokuhali‘i. Green
Sand Beach Subcommittee is comprised
of Leina‘ala Enos, Babette Morrow, Jason
Masters and Kaweni Ibarra. Pōhue Bay
Subcommittee is comprised of Jason Masters, Catherine Williams and Pernell Hanoa. The Kupuna Housing Subcommittee is
comprised of Leina‘ala Enos, Babette Morrow and Jason Masters.

Punalu‘u Beach.

Photo by Peter Anderson

The subcommittees are set up to engage
with the community, government, stakeholders and others and to bring its ideas
back to the Action Committee, which serves
as an advisor to the county Planning Department and its Director. Representatives of the
Planning Department attended the meeting
and vowed to provide its resources.
In suggesting the Punalu‘u subcommittee, Hanoa said he envisions exploring
“What kind of development (do we) want
to see there and not see, and mālama the
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Members of the Kaʻū Community Development Plan Action Committee met at Pāhala in October and take their next meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 7 to Nāʻālehu
Clubhouse at 5 p.m., public invited.
		
Photo by Julia Neal

coast. Only got one Punalu‘u. If it's gone,”
there is nowhere else with easy access to the
coast. “If you're from Kaʻū, you spend time
down at Punalu‘u and your ‘ohana spends
time there.” He said that he and others
working on the future of Punalu‘u want to
get the community more involved. Ke said
that Punalu‘u is “so important” for her, her
children and grandchildren. “What happens
if we lose it?”
Masters suggested the Pōhue Bay sub-

committee and mentioned the irony of Pōhue
being a place where no one can easily drive;
Punalu‘u is a place with easy driving access
for the community, and Green Sands Beach
is a place with no easy access but people
drive there all the time anyway. Regarding
Pōhue, Hanoa said the National Park Service, which recently purchased more than
16,000 acres around Pōhue, wants feedback, input, how to make Pōhue accessible,
“make it safe, mālama the place.”

Enos talked about her concern for
Green Sands Beach. She noted the recent
San Francisco Gate article bringing the issue of its overcrowding and desecration “to
the forefront.” Enos said everyone knows
people who desecrate and people who want
to stop it.” She said people depend on the
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands and
the county to manage the place, but that the
people need to be more involved.
KCDP Subcommittees, pg. 12

The County of Hawai‘i is planning to
update zoning and subdivision codes and
is asking for community involvement, with
a project website http://cohcodeupdate.
com. “The intent of the code updates is
to increase consistency and predictability,
incorporate best practices in land use and
zoning, promote desirable and equitable
development and meet the needs of the
Hawai‘i Island community,” says a statement from the County. The
code includes the process
for establishing such zoning as resort, commercial,
residential and conservation
and the means by which
people subdivide their
properties.
Live public engagement began
in Kona and
Hilo in Oc-

tober with more online community engagement until Sunday, Nov. 13. Public
engagement continues in January and June
of next year. The process wraps up with
in-person community meetings and online
engagement in January 2024. To finalize
the changes, updates to the code will go for
approvals to the Planning Commission in
February of 2024 and the County Council
in March of 2024.
The County defines zoning as “a regulatory tool that addresses the type, density
and location of development and use of
land and structures. The Hawai‘i Land Use
Law creating a comprehensive framework
for state and county land use regulation
was originally adopted in 1961.”
The County has created a consultant
team, contracting Rundell Ernstberger As-

sociates, Orion Planning & Design and SSF
International. “The process is expected
to last approximately 18 months and will
include several rounds of community engagement with virtual and in-person public
meetings, focus groups, and online open
houses,” says the county statement. “Your
input will be critical to shape development
Zoning Codes, pg. 15

County Seeks Input on Zoning and Subdivision Codes
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Swarms of Quakes & Looming Mauna Loa Draw Concerns

Hundreds swarmed around volcano
experts in late October at Robert N. Herkes District Gym in Pāhala to learn about
predictions, forecasts and safety in the face
of the quakes in and around Pāhala. Also
of note is the looming Mauna Loa summit
above with its own seismic activity and possible lava flow.
USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory Scientist in Charge Ken Hon explained
that there is difference between the deeper
swarms that have been going on for years
in and around Pāhala and the recent Magnitude 5.0 and 4.6 quakes. The recent strong
ones are shallower and could be from pressures of lava at Kīlauea and the swelling of
Mauna Loa.
Residents asked if Civil Defense

has an evacuation plan in case lava starts
coming down the slopes of Mauna Loa.
Civil Defense Director Talmadge Magno
said, “What you see is what you get.” He
said Civil Defense hopes that there will be
enough lead time for people to evacuate.
He and Hon noted that the actual lava inundation zones are usually small. Though
Mauna Loa makes up more than 51 percent
of the island, the lava tends to come from
the top in fairly narrow streams and people
can drive away or even walk away if traffic
is blocked.
What if two flows were to run over
Hwy 11and trap people in between them?
Hon said that would be extremely unlikely.
One resident asked about lava finding
its way into lava tubes. Would that transport

Kaʻū’s Disaster Shelter at the Robert N. Herkes gym served as a venue to update the community on
seismic and likely lava flow activity.
Photo by Julia Neal

Honoring Ka‘ū Coffee Farmer
Manuel Marques III
November 27,1941 - October 14, 2022

Manuel R. (Junie) Marques III, of Ka‘ū, age 80, quietly transitioned on Friday
evening, October 14 from Pohai Mālama in Hilo. Manuel was born eight days before
Pearl Harbor on November 27, 1941, in Pāhala Plantation Hospital. He was the first
child of Manuel (Moon) Marques, Jr and Ruth Louis Marques and grandson of Manuel
R (Manaling) Marques, Sr. The Marques were one of the original Portuguese families
to work on the Pāhala sugar plantation after coming by boat from Portugal.
Manuel grew up in Pāhala and graduated with the class of 1960. He left Ka‘ū
in 1960 to enlist in the Army but was diagnosed with Hanson’s Disease so he was
honorably discharged to be treated until he was declared cured. In 1966 he was free
to leave Kalaupapa. Moving to Honolulu he became a taxi driver and eventually owned his own taxi company.
With his father’s encouragement, Manuel later returned to Ka‘ū and drove heavy equipment for the sugar plantation until the last day of operation in 1996. When the plantation offered land leases to
displaced sugar workers, Manuel chose eight acres in Moa‘ula (Cloud Rest) where he
planted 7,000 coffee trees.
Choosing to farm coffee continued a family tradition started by Manuel’s father,
Moon, who in the 1950s taught his family to grow coffee on farmland in Kona District.
After producing Ka‘ū coffee for 20 years in Moa‘ula, Manuel was recognized as one of
the original six former sugar workers who began the Ka‘ū coffee industry. A lover of
his coffeeland and his trees, Manuel was an early adopter of improved techniques of
coffee cultivation. He studied with Master Cho and implemented Korean Natural Farming
techniques. Consequently, Manuel became an international and local award-winning
coffee farmer.
After 27 years of mowing his pesticide-free fields to produce crops of “the very best” coffee, he retired from his
Ka‘ū Forest Coffee Farm doing business since 2015 as Hokulele Coffee Company. His land lease was given to a farmer/
consultant who had many times expressed admiration for Manuel’s beloved eight acres situated below the rain sheer
in Cloud Rest that was often blessed with an afternoon mist as the clouds emptied down in order to move up above
their resting place.
In retirement, Manuel was an active member of the Pāhala Nutrition Program and rarely missed a meal. He could
be spotted almost every day driving around Ka‘ū, anywhere from Wood Valley to Kona to Hilo. He was a member of the
Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Cooperative, as well.
Manuel is part of a large Pāhala family of nine siblings of whom he was the oldest son. He is survived by Raymond
(Jesse;) Judy Chang (Clement); Glennis of Nā‘ālehu; Francis (Triny); Elliot ( Melissa) of Nevada; Paris (Keona Pa‘aluhi) and
Claudell Yamaguchi of Hilo. He was married to Minerva Akuna Marques Muller in 1960. He has three surviving children
Deana Hanakeawe Miller (52) of Texas; Barry Ramsey-Marques of the Big Island and Jasmine Ramsey -Marques of NC.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Moon and Ruth Marques, his sister Lindell Marques Quaja and son,
Curtis Muller. He was married in 2015 to his second wife, Deborah Lynn, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church of Pāhala. It is
the same church where he was christened on Christmas Day, 1941, was confirmed, took the first communion, and will
have his funeral mass on his birthday November 27, 2022, at 1 p.m.
The Ka‘ū Calendar

it faster? Hon said that lava tubes tend to
cool and make lava flow less quickly. It’s
not like the lava jumps into a tube, like a
subway, and makes its way quickly to pop
up in another place, Hon said.
They also talked about the difference between likely lava flows headed to
Ocean View and headed to Pāhala. Ocean
View could have lava flowing down a path
through it within hours. It could take days
and weeks to reach Pāhala.
Someone asked whether the swarm
of quakes under Pāhala could create a crater like in Kīlauea. Another asked whether
Pāhala area could separate and become a
new island through volcanic activity. Both
ideas received responses calling them very
unlikely.
A member of the public asked whether
strong earthquakes here could liquify land
and make mudflows. While that happened
in the 8 Magnitude quake in 1868 on the
steep slope in Wood Valley, wiping out
the village and creating an area called “the
slide,” the kind of soil and rocks here make
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First responders and Civil Defense officials attended the volcano update meeting.
Photo by Julia Neal

liquification unlikely in the areas that don’t
have steep slopes. A coffee farmer asked if
growers working on slopes could experience a slide. The experts said to look out
during a big quake.
Should houses on posts be retrofitted?
Hon said the old plantation houses with
posts that float on concrete peers or stones
should be attached to their foundations and
also recommended concrete corner walls
or metal strapping. He suggested seeing an
Quake Update, pg. 12
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Stars Over Ka‘ū - November 2022
by Guest Columnist Jeffrey Beach, of Pāhala, for Lew Cook, who is on vacation.

You might have one of the coolest
tools for astronomy buried in some closet
you have not visited in forever. An old pair
of binoculars are a great way to connect
you to a brilliant night sky tour.
The Ka‘ū night sky is one of the darkest and most beautiful places on earth to
observe the spectacular show put on by our
own “Milky way galaxy.”
So what can you see in the Ka‘ū sky?
Nebulas, galaxies, globular and open clusters, the moon, comets and asteroids, and
planets. These six categories of objects
will keep you busy for a long time and
perhaps motivate you to look deeper in the
universe.
Nebulas are gas and dust clouds that
glow as if they are backlit by the stars. Orion’s nebula is perhaps the most famous and
easily accessible to binocular observers.
Galaxies are great objects as they can
be big and bright enough to easily see.
Andromeda is our sister galaxy that is
up in the eastern sky now and is 5 times the
width of the moon in size. Look for a bright
center and more faint arms.
Globular clusters/Open clusters are
just that, often a bright circle will have
densely packed stars concentrated in the
center. Open clusters are stars bunched
together in less dense and less organized
fashion.
The Moon is amazing to view through
almost any pair of binoculars. One could
spend a lifetime just studying the myriad
of craters and imperfections will reveal
themselves during the different phases of
the moon. My favorite time to observe
the moon is the new moon cycle. Only a
small fraction of the moon is illuminated
by the sun and most dramatic features are
exposed.
Comets and Asteroids are mysterious
visitors to the night sky and require some

learned astronomy hunting skills. Long fiery tails of the comets can be visible to the
naked eye and make for a great spectacle in
a pair of binoculars.
Planets are fun as they can be easy to
locate in the sky. Unlike stars that flicker as
you study them, planets are steady and display no flicker. Jupiter and its four Galilean
moons is the brightest and largest planet to
view. Saturn can also be a treasure to see
as the rings are dramatic even in a pair of
small binoculars.
Okay, you ask… “How to get started?”
First, find those binoculars.
Then make some room on your cellphone to install a star map.
Two favorites of mine are Stellarium
and Skyview. Both are available in both
IOS and Android phones. Read/watch tutorials on YouTube about using these apps
for stargazing,
Wait for a clear night, then pick a dark
and unobstructed location. A lawn chair
can be a great way to relax and sweep the
night sky.
Now for the experience of a lifetime…
Before you start looking for specific
objects, just sweep the night sky and be
dazzled with the billions and trillions of
stars that fill your view.
Binoculars have a real advantage over
a telescope in that they are portable and because they have a stereo image that gives
you the feeling of being in space. The almost 3D view will blow you away with the
sheer amount of stars in our Ka‘ū sky.
November is a great month to begin
your journey into the Ka‘ū sky!
Remember: Never ever point your
binoculars at the sun. It will permanently
damage your eyesight. Always be aware of
any object you may be looking for and the
proximity to the sun.

Attention 5th Grade Girls: GEMS is Back
The popular Girls Exploring Math &
Science program for female fifth graders
from Kaʻū and West Hawai‘i will return after two years. It is sponsored by American
Association of University Women.
The GEMS program will be smaller
this year than those in the past and will be
held outdoors on Dec. 8. from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Kahalu‘u Manowai site on Ali‘i
Drive south of Kahalu‘u Beach Park in
Kona.The program consists of workshops
and exhibits led by female adults in the
math and science fields and high school
girls involved with math and science. The
event is designed to expose the younger
girls to careers in these fields.
Some of this year's workshops are:
Underwater Adventures, Marine Science &
Problem Solving, Whale Sharks, Creative
Computer Programming, Art & Science of
Food, Body Shop, Structures & How They
are Made Strong, How Rainbows Solve
Mysteries, The Science of Robotics, and
more.
Applications for the program were
delivered to the schools on Oct 27. Each
girl will complete a registration form and
select six workshops and be able to attend

Ka‘ū Fifth Grade Girls have been attending Girls
Exploring Math & Science for many years, like
these young women in 2010. Photo from GEMS

three workshops during the day and many
exhibits. Each girl attending will receive
breakfast, lunch, and a GEMS sling bag.
The registration fee is $20 and scholarships
are available.
Registration is first come, first served.
Fifth grade girls are urged to fill out the application ASAP, have parent/guardian sign
and mail as quickly as possible. Applications that are the first from each school
gain priority and all must be postmarked
by Nov. 9.
Those with questions, email Cindy
Armer at: billandcindyarmer@gmail.com
or call: 808-896-7180

State House Candidates, from pg. 1
on November 8th, let’s return to normal.
Vote Lohi Goodwin State Representative
District 5.”
Jeanné Kapela, the Democrat and incumbent, wrote: “In recent years, housing
prices have skyrocketed. In some places the
average cost of a single-family home has
surpassed a million dollars, leaving working families unable to afford a residence in
the islands.
“I'm working to fix that. We need to
redefine what 'affordable housing' means
in state law. Instead of giving tax breaks
to developers, we should build housing for
those earning no more than 60 percent of
area median income and institute a vacant
homes tax to target property speculation by
nonresident investors.
“Additionally, I support creating a
social housing model for our islands that
views homes as a human right, not a market commodity. I also support strengthening
protections for renters by passing a retalia-

Lohi Goodwin, of Ocean View, the House candidate and his family. Photo from Goodwin campaign

tory eviction ban that prevents predatory
landlords from taking advantage of their
tenants.
“Finally, we need to empower nonprofit developers to create affordable housing, since they are not driven by shareholder
profits. And we should implement rent control programs that limit rent increases to
prices that workers can actually afford to
pay without being cost burdened.
State House Candidates, pg. 10

CLASSIFIED

Simple garment alterations & mending, hem & patchwork. Custom Print Swimwear for all
sizes, shapes, & ages. General housekeeping & cleaning, incl. long/short-term vacation
rentals. Reasonable prices, free estimates, references available. Please text Kiana at 808391-9558.
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom
work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your
property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.
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Fall Rodeo Comes Back

Cross Country represented Kaʻū High and Volcano School of the Arts & Sciences at the islandwide
finals at Kamehameha School in late October. They are Cody Rasmussen, as well as Alden Wells and
Cheska Aurelio who traveled to Kaua‘i for the state championships.
Photo by Coach David Wells

Trojan Cross Country Travels to Kaua‘i

Two from the Ka‘ū Trojans Cross
Country team traveled to Kaua‘i in late
October for the Hawai‘i State Championships. The team from Kaʻū High and
Volcano School of the Arts & Sciences
wrapped up the Big Island Interscholastic
Federation season at the islandwide invitational held at Kamehameha School. Alden
Wells, Cheska Aurelio and Cody Rasmussen all qualified for the event and ran personal best times to end the season. Wells
and Aurelio qualified to represent Kaʻū and
the Big Island at the State Championships.

November 2022

Cody Rasmussen running in this island’s high
school Cross Country finals. Photo by David Wells

“Congratulations on a great season!” said
Coach David Wells.

Ka‘ū Roping & Riding held its Fall
Zayvin Menino won Po‘o Wai U and
Rodeo in October at Nāʻālehu Rodeo Tie Down Roping. Paisley Menino won
Grounds. Here are the results.
Wahine Breakaway. Hilai Karratti won
Organizer Tammy Ka‘apana reports Youth Barrels. Elie-Mari Jose won Goat
that winners of Open Team Roping were Undercorating for keiki four and under.
Troy Wood and Ina Ynigues. Winning Katum Malicki won Goat Undecorating
Kane/Wahine
Team
Roping
were Tasha Nobriga and Alfred
Nobriga.
Winning
Century
Team
Roping
were Danny Jo- Po‘o Wai U, as shown in this file photo of an earlier Kaʻū Roping & Riding
seph and Gilbert event, was one of the classic competitions. held at the recent Fall Rodeo in
Photo by Leilani Esperanza
Smith. Winning Nāʻālehu.
Double Mugging
were Danny Joseph and Randell Kahele, Jr. for ages five and under. Colton William
Winning Kane Wahine Ribbon Mug- Gomes won Dummy Roping for the four
ging were Laurel Yanagi and Ina Ynigues. and under contestants. Hiilei Karratti won
Winning Wahine Mugging were Lorilee Dummy Roping for those five to eight
Lorenzo and Jayssa Grace.
years of age.

OV Native Thor Soder Wins
in Heavyweight Kickboxing
Ocean View native Thor Soder won
a super heavyweight kickboxing fight on
Sept. 15 in Trinity Kings competition on
O‘ahu. Soder weighed in at 303 lbs. and
beat Aimoku Minor who weighed in at 272
lbs.

Ka‘ū High grad Thor Soder wins in kickboxing.

Soder weighed in at 303 lbs. He’s a Corrections
Officer at HCCC.

Kamehameha School took first in Division I Girls Volleyball for Hawai‘i Island and played for the state
championship on O‘ahu, coming in second behind Iolani.
Photo from BIIF

Enriques Coaches Kam to Volleyball Championship

Kamehameha School Girls Volleyball team, under Coach Guy Enriques, of Punalu‘u,
won the Division I islandwide championship and came in second in the state championship match played the last week in October against Iolani on O‘ahu. It was the first time
the Kamehameha Girls Volleyball from this island advanced to the state finals match.
Kamehameha also also took the Big Island Interscholastic Federation championship
in bowling and in Boys Air Riflery.

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Soder was born and raised in Ocean
View and graduated from Nāʻālehu School
and Kaʻū High School where he played
sports throughout his years there. He credits
his older sister Lehua Galletes and Norman Santiago
for coaching him. He started
boxing with Ocean View
Boxing Club when he was
17.
Soder graduated from
the Jobs Corps. program in
Waimanalo and has served
in the Hawai‘i National
Guard. He works as an
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Adult Corrections Officer at Hawai‘i Community Correctional Center. He lives with
his wife Carly and two children, Odin and
Theia, in Mountain View.
He said he loves having support from
Kaʻū “because I love my home.”

November 2022

Page 5

KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH
Kaʻū Sports Show Imua Attitude, Ready for Winter

The Pāhala football field is dark with
the Kaʻū Trojans wrapping up their season
in late October with a hard-fought loss to
Pāhoa. It was Senior Night and team member Kani Lee Konman received recognition, with many lei and gifts. The Trojans

This year’s Trojan football roster consisted of: Adahdiyah Ellis Reyes, Jaestin
Karasuda, Keaka McDonnell, Loea Kaupu,
Gabriel Sesson Paaluhi-Young, Lois Emmanuele Badua, Jance Kajiwara-Ke, Josiah
Manila-Louis, Eddie Wirtz, Roger Miguel,
Jr., Kainalu Jr. Wanzer, Stephen Adler,
Hezekiah KeohuloaAldaya, Toby Kekoa
Burgos, Desmond
Camba,
Zayden
Gallano, Vladimir
V Fedoruk, Collin Hanshew, Chaz
Kajiwara Ke, Dylan
Davis,
Kaimana
Kaupu-Manini, Joe
Buyuan, Tyson Junior Kuahuia-Faafia,
Ocean Nihipali-Sesson, Rylan Peralta,
Ed Zackary Badua,
Dakota Seaver, Kani
Lee Konman, Raedyn Louis, CyZeiah
SilvaKamei, Triton
Kaʻū Trojans came out onto their home field to play Pahoa in their last game Blanco, Jovan Javar,
of the season in late October, leading with flags.
Photo by Mark Peters
Dominic
Nurialcame onto the field for the
Dacalio, Blake Self-Ah Yee,
game with Hawaiian flags.
Kamaehu
Guerpo-Craft,
With an imua, move forHunter Pascubillo, Isaiah
ward attitude, Kaʻū Trojans
Manila-Louis, and Treyton
scored far more points this
Calantoc.
season than last and won a
Head Coach was Greg
game against Kohala 30-20.
Rush. Assistant Coaches were
Ka‘ū is one of the smallGarrett Greedy, Ted Blanco
est schools in the state that
and Mark Peters. Athletic
fields a football team and
Trainer is Moses Whitcomb.
brings large local crowds to
Athletic Director is Tim
the campus for home events.
Gould.
Trojan sports draws its talent
The Trojans wrapped up
from students at Kaʻū High Kani Lee Konman, with Tro- Fall Sports in late October
and Volcano School of the jan post-game recognition
with Girls Volleyball takduring Senior Night.
Arts & Sciences.
ing third in its division under
Photo by Mark Peters
Coach Josh Ortega.
In Cross Country,
two Trojan team
members headed
off to Kaua‘i during the last weekend of October
for the statewide
championships.
The Trojans
also fielded teams
and
individuals
in
Air
RifleTrojan Girls Volleyball captured third in its islandwide division, at Kealakehe,
ry,
Bowling
and
upending Kohala in four sets, under Coach Josh Ortega. Photo by Josh Ortega

Cheerleading.
BIIF Winter Sports are coming up
with Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball and
Wrestling for the Trojans. Swimming and
Diving, as well as Canoe Paddling will be
left to other schools.

The swimming pool at Pāhala is
closed and will likely be closed until the
2023-2024 school year to repair, redesign
and rebuild it.

KTA Super Stores is Hawai‘i’s locally owned
and operated one stop shop, serving
Hawai‘i Island’s grocery, household and
pharmacy needs for over 100 years!

KTA Downtown, Hilo
321 Keawe Street
808-935-3751

KTA Puainako, Hilo
50 E. Puainako Street
808-959-9111

KTA Waimea
Waimea Center
808-885-8866

KTA Waikoloa Village
Waikoloa Highlands Center
808-883-1088

KTA Kailua-Kona
Kona Coast Shopping Center
808-329-1677

KTA Keauhou, Kona
Keauhou Shopping Center
808-322-2311

KTA Express, Kealakekua
81-6602 Mamalahoa Highway
808-323-1916

www.ktasuperstores.com
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Ka‘ū Little League Team Undefeated 6-0
Heads to Kona & OV to Play Reds & Blues
Kaʻū was 6-0 for the Little League season at the end
of October. In the last game, Riley Koch hit two home
runs. Caleb Crook slammed one home run. The coaches
are Jitian Anios and Josh Crook. The team is comprised of
players ages 11-16 from Ocean View and Nā‘ālehu.
Kaʻū Little League heads to Kona on Saturday, Nov. 5
for a double header, to play at the Old Kona Airport Simmons Field at 1:30 p.m. and 3:45 p.m. against Kona Blue

and Kona Red.
Kaʻū Little League takes on a double-header at home
on Saturday, Nov. 19 at Kahuku County Park in Ocean
View. Kaʻū plays two Kona teams, Kona Red and Kona
Blue. The first game is at 1:30 p.m., the second at 3:45
p.m.
If interested in helping or participating in Kaʻū Little
League, call 808-345-0511.

Kaʻū on the left, Kona on the right, will play each other Nov. 5 in
Kona and Nov. 19 in Ocean View. Kaʻū is 6-0 this season.
Photo from Ka'u Little League

American Legion Post 3 Honors 91-year old Pablo Enitan

Pedro Enitan, at 91 years of age, recently received an American Legion Honors Award from Commander of American
Legion Post 3, Retired U.S. Air Force Lt.
Col. Harvey Motomura. He led the ceremony at Pāhala Holy Rosary Church to commemorate Enitan's 60 years of service in the
American Legion.
Enitan, who grew up and lives in Pāhala
and is known for his shoreline fishing,
served in the Korean War. He was eldest in
a family of four sisters and a brother. He left
school as a junior to help support his family.
After the Korean War broke out, in 1951 he
enlisted in the U.S. Army and served with
the 7th Army in Munich, Germany and was
trained in dental technology. After the military, he worked for a contractor at Pacific
Proving Grounds in Micronesia.
Upon his permanent return to Pāhala,

Enitan “joined the American Legion KaʻūPāhala Post 7 to ensure that the liberties our
country so deeply values are protected,” said
Motomura. He noted that Enitan's membership in American Legion “was instrumental
in transforming the 'police action' classification in Korea into full-fledged war so that all
honorable discharged veterans who fought
gallantly in the Korean hills and rice paddies would be eligible for hospitalization,
medical care, domiciliary treatment and
burial benefits.”
Motomura also pointed out that “with
dwindling employment and closure of the
sugar industry in Pāhala (in 1996), the KaʻūPāhala American Legion Post 7 shut down
and Enitan continued his service through
Post 3, with its headquarters in Hilo.
Motomura also acknowledged others
who paved the way in the U.S. military for
Asian Americans, including 99-year old Iwao Yonemitsu, of the famed 442nd,
Company L, comprised of
Japanese American patriots
in World War II who fought
for the U.S. Yonemitsu was
represented at the event in

Pahala by his wife
Alice.
Motomura
noted that there
were about 33,000
Japanese Americans fighting in
World War II,
many of them with
family members
who were put in
detention camps.
In Hawai‘'i fewer
were detained and
many joined the
service and paved Elenita and Pedro Enitan receive a plaque from the American Legion for his 60
the path for Japa- years of service.
Photo by Julia Neal
nese Americans
fornia State Court of Appeals.
who moved up in the ranks in the U.S. miliMotomura also noted Harry B. Harris,
tary. Among them were three uncles of Eric
Jr., whose mother Fumiko was Japanese.
Shinseki, who grew up in a sugar plantation
Harris was the first U.S Navy Admiral of
town on Kaua‘i. Shenseki graduated from
Japanese ancestry and became the ComWest Point and became the only four star
mander of the Pacific Fleet and later the
general of Japanese Ancestry in the U.S.
Commander of the U.S. Pacific Command.
Army. Shinseki served as Army Chief of
After he retired, he became Ambassador to
Staff and Secretary of Veterans Affairs.
South Korea.
Motomura also noted that highest rankFor the Enitan event in Pāhala, giving Japanese American in World War II was
ing the prayers and blessing the food was
John Aiso who became
American Legion Chaplain and deacon
a Lt. Colonel and a U.S.
Charley Mapa. Also attending was AmeriMilitary Intelligence Sercan Legion Department of Hawai‘i District
vice officer. After WWII,
4 Vice-Commander Antonio Gaspar from
with Brown University
Kona and other American Legion members.
and Harvard Law School
Assisting were Peter and Fran Volpe and
degrees, Aiso became the
members of the Holy Rosary Hospitality
first Nisei judge in the U.S.
Committee.
rising to serve in the Cali-

808-928-9811
You don’t
have to
fly away
to get away.

Images from Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association.

Kaʻū Furniture Makers
Win in State Wood Show

The Ka‘ū Calendar
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Two Kaʻū furniture makers were honored in the
Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association’s annual woodworking show. The art of Duane Miller and Mats Fogelvik
were on display at the Hawai‘i Opera Plaza in Honolulu
in October.
The three judges awarded Miller First Place for Furniture for his Curly Koa Jewelry cabinet called Transcendence. For Honu, his Curly Koa Paddle with pyrography,
he won an Honorable Mention in the Accessory category.
The judges awarded Fogelvik Honorable Mention
for his Koa Dining Table called Super Ellipse Starburst.
He also won an Honorable Mention for his Gecko Bench,
both in the Furniture category.
November 2022
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STEWARDSHIP AT THE SUMMIT RAINFOREST
RESTORATION: Volunteer to help remove invasive,
non-native plant species that prevent native plants
from growing in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
Nov. 4, 12, 18, 26. Meet project leaders Paul and Jane
Field at Kīlauea Visitor Center at 8:45 a.m. Wear sturdy hiking shoes, long pants. Bring hat, rain gear, day
pack, snacks, water. Gloves, tools provided. Under
18? Parental or guardian accompaniment with written
consent is required. Visit the park website for details.
A WALK INTO THE PAST WITH THOMAS A. JAGGAR: Walk back to 1939 and talk with the founder
of the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, Dr. Thomas
A. Jaggar, at the edge of Kīlauea volcano on Fridays,
Nov. 4 and 18 at 10 a.m. and noon. Dressed in period
costume, actor Dick Hershberger brings the renowned
geologist to life. Space is limited; pick up free ticket
at the Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai the day of the program. Supported by Kīlauea Drama Entertainment
Network.
ARBOR DAY will be celebrated with education and
plants for the public during the Ocean View Saturday
Market on Nov. 5. Sponsors are West Hawai‘i Master
Gardeners. For more information contact Master Gardener and Natural Farmer Gary Kastle at myhawaiianfarm@gmail.com
HOME HERBALIST WORKSHOP: BODY CARE BASICS with Heather Penfield, Saturday, Nov 5, 9 a.m.
- 11 a.m. at Hawai‘i Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani
Campus. See www.volcanoartcenter.org/events/
A LU’AU & DINNER SHOW will be held at The Club
in Discovery Harbour on Saturday, Nov. 5 from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m. The cost for members is &75 and guests $90.
Call 808-731-5122.
MAKE YOU OWN GLASS MOSAIC, Nov. 6, 13 and
20. Create usable art under the guidance of expert
mosaic artist, Michael Reeder. Learn basics of mosaic
art using a prepared 9″ x 9″ wood template on to develop an original design. See www.volcanoartcenter.
org/events/
VETERANS DAY AT NĀ‘ĀLEHU HONGWANI, Friday, Nov. 11 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with free chili rice
and hotdog, shave ice and cookies. There will be music and the honoring of veterans by the O Ka’u Kakou
community organization.
KEIKI DRAWING CLASSES WITH KEN CHARON,
Nov. 8, 15, 22 and 29. See www.volcanoartcenter.org/
events/
FEE-FREE VETERANS DAY & NEW FEE-FREE
VETS PASS. Entrance fees are waived for everyone
at Hawai‘i Volcanoes and all fee-charging national
parks on Friday, Nov. 11 to honor Americans who
have served the country. A new Veterans and Gold
Star Family Interagency Lifetime Pass will be available starting Veterans Day, with free lifetime access
to more than 2,000 federal recreation areas. Veterans
with valid ID and Gold Star families with a printed
voucher can get their pass online or in person at the
park entrance station. Information on identification
accepted for the Veterans Pass and a downloadable
Gold Star Family voucher are available online.
BIRTH OF KAHUKU. On Saturday, Nov. 12, 9:30 a.m.
to 11 a.m., explore rich geologic history of Kahuku.
Traverse the vast 1868 lava flow, see different volcanic formations, including the Southwest Rift Zone
of Mauna Loa. Learn about the Kānāwai o Pele, the
natural laws of land-building that govern the realm of
the volcano deity. This 1.5-mile, 90-minute hike is one
of several ranger-led hikes and programs in Kahuku
in November. Sturdy footwear, water, rain gear, sun
protection and a snack are recommended. Meet at the
Kahuku Visitor Contact Station. Kahuku is located in
Ka‘ū, a 50-minute drive south of
the park’s main entrance. Enter
Kahuku on the mauka (inland)
side of Highway 11 near mile
marker 70.5.

Chris Farmer of the American Bird Conservancy and
Evelyn Wight of The Nature Conservancy to learn
about this promising initiative. Part of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes’ ongoing Kahuku Coffee Talk series.

ZENTANGLE HANDS ON HOLIDAY MAKE AND
TAKE UM, Saturday, Nov. 19 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
See www.volcanoartcenter.org/events/
GETTING A HANDLE ON RAPID ʻŌHIʻA DEATH: A
talk on Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 7 p.m. at Kīlauea Visitor Center auditorium. Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death (ROD) has
seriously impacted ʻōhiʻa forests for a decade now,
but there is much knowledge about how the disease
is spread, what forests are more vulnerable, and what
forests are resilient. J.B. Friday, Extension Forester
with the University of Hawaiʻi, and Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park Ecologist Stacey Torigoe, will give
an update on ROD and what can be done to protect and
restore Hawaiian forests. Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes’
ongoing After Dark in the Park series.
VOLCANO ART CENTER’S 23RD ANNUAL
WREATH EXHIBITION opens on Friday Nov. 25 an
druns through December. See www.volcanoartcenter.
org/events/
ALOHA RODEO. Join author David Wolman for his
book about three Hawaiian cowboys who competed in
the world’s greatest rodeo. The presentation is Tuesday, Nov. 29 at 7 p.m. in Kīlauea Visitor Center auditorium. See story, Page 9.

DAILY, WEEKLY, MONTHLY
PICKLEBALL at Kahuku Park in Ocean View on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. To learn more and register, contact Jaquie Woodmansee at (808) 929-7092.
YOGA at Kahuku Park in Ocean View on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9 - 10 a.m. To learn
more and register, contact Trisha Meyer at +1 (208)
353-3594.
NET RECOVERY PATROL on Mondays with Hawaiʻi
Wildlife Fund. The team and core volunteers conduct
marine debris recovery efforts targeting large debris
items, including derelict fishing net and line bundles,
that are especially hazardous to marine wildlife. Contact kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com for more info.
Check https://www.wildhawaii.org/with its HWF calendar for more opportunities to get involved with its
bi-weekly net recovery patrols.
ST. JUDE’S SHOWER MINISTRY open to the public on
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon, with hot water, soap,
shampoo, conditioner, and clean towels. Masks and
social distancing are required before and after showering. The long standing public shower service, put on
pause by Covid, is supported by the Episcopal Diocese
of Hawaiʻi’s Commission on Mission Beyond Church
and St. Jude’s own outreach fund. Location is 8606
Paradise Circle Drive in Ocean View. Members of the
congregation built the facility.
ST. JUDE’S COMPUTER LAB open Saturdays from
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Work-Station Laptops will be provided. Printing and shredding is available.Training
sessions on Microsoft Word, Excel, and Powerpoint
and assistance with setting up email accounts, Facebook, Zoom, and more are provided. Assigned times
are available for individual help. Game playing is
limited and no streaming is allowed. Privileges can be
suspended by Administrator or Lab Coordinator.
WAI‘ŌHINU YOGA at the Wai‘ōhinu Park every
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., weather permitting. Laurie Boyle offers the practice of yoga of
all levels. Donations appreciated. No reservations
needed. For more information, contact Boyle at ezmerelda5@gmail.com.
FREE HELP WITH FAMILY HISTORY in Kaʻū is

HO’ILI’ILI FARMERS MARKET
will be held on the grounds of
The Club at Discovery Harbour
on Saturday Nov. 12 from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Music, food, island treasures, gifts for the holidays.
BILL KIRCHEN CONCERT at Palace Theatre in Hilo on Saturday,
Nov. 12 at 7:30 p.m. See story on
Page 15.
BIRDS, NOT MOSQUITOES: A talk
on Saturday, Nov. 19
from 9:30 a.m. to 11
a.m. at Kahuku Visitor Contact Station.
Native Hawaiian forest bird populations
have been severely
depleted by avian
diseases that are
transmitted by nonnative mosquitoes.
There is hope and an
opportunity to use
a common bacteria
to reduce mosquito
populations,
break
the disease cycle and
allow the forest birds
to thrive. Birds, Not
Mosquitoes is a collaboration of state,
federal and nonprofit
organizations working together to implement this tool. Join
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Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū

Welcome to Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about Kaʻū’s native plants
and their moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred habitats, and opportunities to adopt them for
stewardship. This column seeks to encourage making new plant friends and to reunite
with others.

November Calendar, pg. 8

Pili grass.

Art by Joan Yoshioka

Pili inflorescence.

Pili (Heteropogon contortus)

Description: Pili is our first featured grass! Pili is in the family Poaceae, and is indigenous to Hawaiʻi. Pili is a perennial (lives more than two years) grass that grows
in clumps approximately 10” in diameter and up to 3’ tall, and has thick blue-green
leaf blades that smell sweet when crushed. The flowers form distinct seeds which
develop a dark awn (bristle) at one end and a sharp spike at the other. Pili means to
cling, stick, or adhere. As the seeds form, the tips of the blades bend at an angle, and
the seeds stick to one another in a dense cluster (and will also stick to your socks
or your pet’s fur). Fun fact: the latin name contortus refers to how the seeds contort
when wet to help them burrow into the soil. The next time you see some pili seeds,
pick them and place them into a shallow bowl of water and watch them do the pili
dance!
Uses: Pili was (and can still be) used for thatching houses, and is favored because it
adds a sweet smell to the hale pili (house of pili). To thatch, pili is harvested by the
bundle and the roots and flower spikes are removed, then the leaf blades are fastened
together in bundles using twine or fiber from ʻahuʻawa (a native coastal sedge),
ʻukiʻuki (a native forest lily), or ʻieʻie (a native vine). Thatching begins from the
bottom of the hale (house) and moves upwards with the roof to be the last section
completed. Pili can also be used on hula kuahu (altars) to invoke knowledge that
sticks to the mind and be retained. Additionally, a black dye can be made from the
charcoaled leaf blades. Ecologically, pili was (and still is) an important habitat for
native land snails.
Habitat: Pili grasslands likely covered the leeward coastal lowlands and hillsides of
all of the main Hawaiian islands, though it has been increasingly displaced by invasive grasses (such as fountain grass). It is most commonly found at elevations below
3,000 feet, receiving 0-50” of rainfall annually. Throughout Kaʻū, pili can be found
happily growing in kīpuka that have not been infiltrated by invasive grasses.
Growing and Purchasing: Pili is best grown from seed. Harvest seed heads in clumps
when they turn dark and have the noticeable awn and spike, and place them onto
a damp soil mix. Germination may take some time, so have patience. Keep pili
seedlings watered until they become established. While pili can essentially tolerate
drought and xeric (dry) conditions, they tend to look fuller and more colorful when
given water. They can handle just about any harsh climate you throw at them, and
thrive in full sun. Pili can also be used to combat erosion or as a focus plant in your
garden. Remember to share the pili dance with your friends, and then share the
seeds!
About the artist: Joan Yoshioka says she is a conservationist at heart and has dedicated her life to preserving the native plants and animals of Hawaiʻi
through her work with federal, state, and private organizations over
the past 30+ years. She describes herself as an outdoor-lovin’ optimist, biologist/botanist, and habitual creator of art-stuff. She says the
key to our most fundamental and truest part of ourselves is found in
Joan Yoshioka nature and she constantly draws on it for inspiration.
About the author: Jodie Rosam says she has a deep love for native
plants and a passion for exploration, with over 15 years of experience in working in the restoration of Hawaiʻi’s forests. As a mother
and an educator, she says the next generation has the power to lead
the world to a sustainable future, and is committed to teaching her
children (and others) from a place-based perspective.
Jodie Rosam
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After Dark in the Park:
Aloha Rodeo

David Wolman introduces his book
Aloha Rodeo at After Dark in the Park
on Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 7 p.m. at Kīlauea
Visitor Center auditorium. The author
will go back to the time three Hawaiian
cowboys competed in the “world’s greatest rodeo.” Traveling from Hawai‘i to the
mainland by steamship, taking the train
to Cheyenne, Wyoming, and riding borrowed horses, these men kept the audience on the edge of their seats while earning top honors.
National Public Radio's review of
Aloha Rodeo said the book was set to
“further buck — at least to pluralize —
our clichéd notions of the American cowboy.” Co-authored by journalists Wolman
and Julian Smith, “both contributors to a
slew of national magazines, Aloha Rodeo
chronicles the history of a surprisingly
large cattle trade on the Hawaiian Islands
and profiles a number of paniolos every
bit as tenacious and resourceful as their
mainland cohorts. In a wholly effective
maneuver, the authors follow these Hawaiian cowboys from the volcanic slopes
of their home turf to Cheyenne, Wyoming
— once nicknamed the “Holy City of the
Cow” — where they competed in the
Frontier Days rodeo, the world's largest,
in 1908. The old axiom — often attributed to novelist John Gardner — claims
there are only two plots: a person goes on
a journey, or a stranger comes to town.
But in Aloha Rodeo, a slim and swift
read, Wolman and Smith juggle both to
often thrilling effect.”
November Calendar, from pg. 8

available 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. every Wednesday. All are
welcome to the Family History Center. The aim is
to “Come Discover Your Past,” says the statement
from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
which hosts the weekly sessions at 95-5682 Hawaiʻi
Belt Road in Nāʻālehu. The drop-in assistance includes free Ancestry.com, Familysearch.org, and other
online resources.

KAHUKU RANGER GUIDED HIKES, Saturdays and
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Join a Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park ranger to learn about the history, geology, and
ecology of Kahuku while hiking through varied landscapes. Meet at the Visitor Contact Station.
EXPLORE KAHUKU UNIT OF HAWAI‘I VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK Thursdays through Sundays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for eight self-guided hiking
trails. Join monthly Coffee Talk second Saturday of
the month, 9:30 to 11 a.m. Take a guided trek with
rangers on Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Enjoy
a ranger presentation on fourth Sunday of the month.
Kahuku entrance is on mauka side of Hwy 11 near
mile marker 70.5. See www.nps.gov/havo/planyourvisit/kahuku.htm.
EXPLORE THE SUMMIT DAILY at Hawai‘i Volcanoes

‘O KA‘Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, Monday and
Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact Nadine Ebert at
808-938-5124 or June Domondon 808-938-4875. See
facebook.com/OKauKakouMarket.
OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET, Saturdays
and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., corner of Kona
Drive and Highway 11, where Thai Grindz is located.
Masks mandatory. 100-person limit, social distancing required. Gate unlocked for vendors at 5:30 a.m.,
$15 dollars, no reservations needed. Parking in the
upper lot only. Vendors must provide their own sanitizer. Food vendor permits required. Carpooling is
encouraged.
OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET at Ocean View makai
shopping center, near Mālama Market. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Vendor set-up time is 5 a.m. Masks required.
THE BOOK SHACK is open every Wednesday, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on the Kauahaʻao Congregational Church
grounds at 95-1642 Pinao St. in Waiʻōhinu.

FREE FOOD

than noon. Volunteers from the community are welcome to help and can contact Karen at pooch53@
gmail.com. Location is 8606 Paradise Circle Drive in
Ocean View.
KAʻŪ FOOD PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Tuesday, Nov. 22, 9:30 a.m. - Pau. St. Jude’s Episcopal
Church above Kahuku Park in Ocean View. Sponsored
by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.
ʻO KAʻŪ KĀKOU PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBUTION,
Tuesday, Nov. 22, 10 a.m. - Pau. Kaʻū District Gym
in Pāhala. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.
COOPER CENTER COMMUNITY PANTRY FOOD
DISTRIBUTION, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 9:30 a.m - 11
a.m. Located at 19- 4030 Wright Road in Volcano.
Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.
SACRED HEART: LOAVES & FISHES FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Thursday, Oct. 24, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. at
95-5558 Hwy 11 in Nāʻālehu. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi
Island Food Basket.
FREE MEALS MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS AND
FRIDAYS are served from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Nāʻālehu Hongwanji. Volunteers prepare the food provided by ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou with fresh produce from its
gardens on the farm of Eva Liu who supports the project. Other community members also make donations
and approximately 150 meals are served each day, according to OKK President Wayne Kawachi.

ST JUDE’S HOT MEALS are free to those in need on
Saturdays from 9 a.m. until food runs out, no later

The Aloha Rodeo book says, “What
the press, spectators, and other competitors didn't know...was that ranchers in
Hawai‘i had been breaking horses, roping wild bulls, and herding thousands
of cattle before anyone in the American
West. These men, like their fathers and
grandfathers, made their living doing exactly what all the other contestants did:
they were cowboys. Paniolo, in Hawaiian. Damn good ones at that.”
Books will be for sale the evening
of the program with a book signing to
follow. The program is co-sponsored by
Friends of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park. For information, call (808) 9856011. A $2 donation helps to support park
programs. Park entrance fees apply
National Park for an easy one-hour, ranger-led walk
from Kīlauea Visitor Center through the rainforest out
to Kūpinaʻi Pali on the crater’s edge. Walks are 11 a.m
and 2 p.m. Meet at Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. Visit
Kīlauea Visitor Center for other ranger-led programs.

OUTDOOR MARKETS
VOLCANO EVENING MARKET, Cooper Center, Volcano Village, Thursdays, 4 p.m. to
7 p.m., with live music, artisan crafts, ono
grinds, and fresh produce. See facebook.com/
Volcano-Evening-Market-105888795330870.
VOLCANO SWAP MEET, 2nd and 4th Saturdays of
the month from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Large variety
of vendors with numerous products. Tools, clothes,
books, toys, local made healing extract and creams,
antiques, jewelry, gemstones, crystals, food, music,
plants, fruits, and vegetables. Also offered are cakes,
coffee, and shave ice.
VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper Center,
Volcano Village on Sundays, 6 a.m. to 10 a.m., with
local produce, baked goods, food to go, island beef
and Kaʻū Coffee. EBT is used for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food Stamps. Call
808-967-7800.

Your child’s life
is precious.
Bivalent boosters
now available for
keiki ages 5 and older.
HawaiiCOVID19.com/Vaccine
Josh and daughter, vaccinated and boosted
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State Legacy Land Conservation Accepts New Proposals

The State Legacy Land Conservation Program is accepting applications for
grants "to acquire and preserve land that
has natural, environmental, recreational,
scenic, cultural, agricultural production,
or historic value, including park and trail
systems that provide access to such land."
Approximately $5.9 million is expected to
be available for awards during the current
grant cycle."
Grants already awarded in Kaʻū are:
$1.475 million in to preserve 1,841.3 acres
at Kiolaka'a in 2021; $2.4 million to preserve 1,363 acres at Kaunamano in 2020;
$100,000 toward preservation of 2,209
acres at Waikapuna in 2017; $621,245
State House Candidates, from pg. 4
She asked voters to “Help me establish
affordable housing for all who call Hawai‘i
home.... Our islands belong to working families, not luxury property investors. It's time
for us to reclaim our housing policy for the
benefit of we, the people.”
Libertarian candidate Michael Last, the
electrical engineer, wrote: “The people of
the Fifth House District, and all residents of
the state, want more positive action from every elected legislature. As well they should.
But where do we start? The State of Hawai‘i

Jeanné Kapela says there should be a tax on vacant
houses to help owners participate in solving the
housing shortage.
Photo from Kapela campaign

ranks last on a list of those states favorable
to business. Could it be that the state legislators don't care about businesses, except
those directly related to tourism? Don't believe me, then why do we continue to fund

Page 10

November 2022

toward preservation of 3,128 acres of Kahuku Coastal Property in 2012; $1.5 million toward preservation of 550.9 acres at
Kāwā in 2008; $45,375 for preservation of
the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority?
“I think that it is appalling how some

Libertarian Michael Last refuses any election
contributions.
Photo from Last campaign

candidates don't take the requirements of
the Campaign Spending Commission seriously. If they did, then none would be fined
for violating the regulations. I will never put
myself in such a position of being required
to remit a penalty. And how do you think the
contributors feel about their money going to
pay for fines incurred by those candidates
they support? Why do you think a candidate
takes money from special interest groups
anyway? If someone received a contribution from, say a labor union, how do you
think that lawmaker would vote on some
legislation that effects that organization?
And what if the non-union taxpayers were
in opposition? That is why I refuse to take
any contributions from anyone. It doesn't
matter if it's a private individual or a large PAC, which
of course stands for Purchase A Candidate. I cannot
be bought! How many other
candidates can say that? As
a point of information- my
Democratic opponent was
fined last election cycle for
not disclosing who paid for
her signs along the highway.
(Maybe her contributors are

3 acres for Kipuka Kanohina through the
Cafe Conservancy of Hawai‘i in Ocean
view in 2007; and $1.3 million for preservation of 234.3 acres at Kāwā in 2007.
The state Department of Land & Natural Resources says, "The Land Conservation Fund is a valuable tool for conserving
and protecting Hawaiʻi’s natural beauty
and all natural resources for the benefit
of present and future generations. Grants
from the Land Conservation Fund support efforts by state agencies, counties, and
nonprofit land conservation organizations
to acquire land and protect resources for
public benefit."
Applications for land acquisition

OK with having to cover those penalties.)
“Speaking of contributions, do I want
public funded campaigns? Yes, but without
the requirement of first obtaining a threshold
of a number of small private contributors.
“I believe in every elected position having at least TWO candidates running; therefore, I am giving you, the voters a choice of
voting for me, or the other candidate. But
please also analyze who is paying for the
campaigns of each. With me it is easy; I am
funding my own campaign without the assistance of anyone else. Plain and simple.
My opponents?
“Why do we, as residents and voters
continue to allow politicians, for certain
elected offices to serve without term limits?
I am in favor of politicians that continue
to serve me, but only for a limited number
of terms, per office. If you agree with this,
please consider voting for me. But if your
guide to who is a better candidate is based
on which political party they belong to, than
feel free to continue to support that individual...but please no more than one vote per
person!
“Wouldn't it be nice to have at least one
state house member who is not of the majority party? Right now there is only a Democrat, and it has been so for a very long time.
Yet all these Democrats can't even agree on
anything!
“Interesting that our current Representative is so against having a private developer create quality residences...but not
in Kona. If the State didn't impose such
restrictive ordinances perhaps more affordable homes would be built. But that's ok, as
long as those multi-million dollar homes
are created up north, into Kailua-Kona and
beyond. Lastly, I am in favor of having the

grants are due Dec. 12. Site visits, public input and Legacy Land Conservation
Commission meetings follow.
See the application at http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/ecosystems/llcp/apply Contact
(808) 586-0921 or email legacyland@hawaii.gov.

Toguchi Celebrates
100 years

One hundred years of living brought on a
celebration for Alice Toguchi's birthday last
month. The renowned Nāʻālehu School teacher
received many online accolades for her skills,
humor and kindness as an educator. Son Charles
Toguchi provided the photo of her enjoying her
100th birthday.

voters decide on whether to have gambling
in Hawai‘i or not. Although I might be
against gambling (which I am!), who am I
to dictate how others should live their lives?
It is unreasonable to believe otherwise.
“My philosophy is simple: As an adult,
you should be allowed to do with your own
person or property whatever you choose, as
long as you don't physically harm the person
or property of another non-consenting adult.
“That's the true meaning of being a
Libertarian.
“If what I wrote here, and you comprehend what is written, perhaps resonates,
then consider casting a vote for me. That is
all I can ask. And I will never beg or accept
money. Think about that!!”
Ballots for the General Election were
starting to arrive in the mail on Oct. 21,
with walk in voting opportunities available
all the way up to the day the results are announced on election day, Nov. 8.

Ka‘ū News Briefs Daily at
kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
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Mauna Loa Update, from pg. 1
1980 flow took 280 days of flowing over
almost level land to reach into Hilo.
Trusdell presented a series of maps
showing where lava from past eruptions
had flowed, and also maps forecasting
where lava may flow in the future, depending on which part of the Southwest
Rift Zone is breached. He explained that
the rift zones are weaknesses in the mountain’s flank and the source of all past lava
eruptions. It can be thought of as a zipper.
A strong earthquake of magnitude 7 or 8
could cause the “zipper” to “unzip” and
lava will be released at the lowest point of
the opening. In 1950 only the upper part of
the “zip” opened, releasing lava that flowed
to the ocean near mile 93 of the Māmalahoa
Highway. Other earthquakes caused almost
all of the rift to unzip, so lava erupted from
points closer to the Kahuku Unit and Ocean
View.
While the mountain is very heavily instrumented, Trusdell emphasized that there
was no way to accurately predict when or
where the eruption would happen as the
mountain changes in its strength and resilience. He explained that scientists are able
to determine that lava is moving within the
mountain, inflating it in all directions much

The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i

Hawai‘i County Civil Defense Director Talmadge Magno recommended that people in Ocean View prepare a Go Bag for a possible Mauna Loa eruption.
Photo by Peter Bosted

like a balloon. Just as it would be hard to
predict exactly when too much air would
burst a balloon, so scientists cannot know
exactly how much lava can be moved into
the mountain before it fails and erupts.
Seismicity always ramps up before an
eruption, noted Trusdell, adding that there
has been a spurt of small earthquakes in the
past three weeks - over 100 events on some
days. Prior to the eruptions of 1975 and
1984 the mountain swelled due to the influx
of magma. Trusdell presented several maps
and graphs as evidence that the mountain is

Free Trees in OV for Arbor Day Nov. 5
Celebrate Arbor Day on Saturday, Nov.
5 with a free tree giveaway in Ocean View.
Ted Bennett, of Bennett Farm & Nursery,
will be across the street from the Ocean
View swap meet, from 8 a.m. to noon, gifting kukui nut trees, ranging from 2-4 feet in
height, to the public while supplies last.
“Rain doesn’t bring the trees. Trees
bring the rain,” shared nursery owner Ted
Bennett. Especially in Ocean View, where
people depend upon catchment, he wants to
encourage tree planting. However, “Anyone
from anywhere may have a tree for free.

currently swelling.
The county Civil Defense administrator, Talmadge Magno, urged residents to
go to the County web site and sign up for
alerts. Each resident can choose whether
they want to be alerted via text or email
or phone. He urged residents to not select
all of the options. He added that residents
should listen to their radios for news, but
when a resident pointed out that Kaʻū needs
a radio station that can be received in Ocean
View, he replied “we are working on that.”
Magno advised residents to pack a
“Go Bag,” which should contain all that is
needed to survive
and also put in
claims for losses
to their insurance
companies.
The Ocean
View Community

November 2022
Center is not recognized as a shelter because it has large windows that could fail
in a hurricane. However, Magno said, the
community could designate it as a shelter. The closest official county shelter is
at Pāhala.He also pointed out that OV has
one ambulance and one fire truck, and that
the town’s emergency personnel will be
under the same evacuation orders as other
residents.
An audience member drew loud exclamations of agreement and applause when
she said: “So, we are all on our own, right?”
After the meeting ended, HVO scientists and county staff remained in the community center to discuss posters and maps
with residents, and answer questions.

Ocean View Community Center filled up with
residents, Civil Defense representatives and volcano scientists to prepare for a possible eruption.
Photo by Peter Bosted

Ka‘ū
Newsbriefs
Blog

Scan here

Wai Moku

WATER DELIVERY
Young kukui nut trees, ready for new homes, will
be gifted Nov. 5 in Ocean View.
Photo by Bennett Farm & Nursery

CALL RUDY
929-9222
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Just plant it!”
The kukui nut holds a special place
in Bennett’s heart, who credits his knowledge and deep appreciation for the kukui to
Uncle Abel Simeona Lui. “Stands of kukui
are found over the gulches where the water
flows. In its natural environment, the kukui nut tree enriches the soil and purifies
the water, because the strong
oils found in the leaves work
their magic,” said Bennett.
The kukui is important to
Hawaiian culture, as well
as extremely versatile with
uses of the nut ranging from
lei to medicinal benefits such
Free Trees, pg. 15
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KCDP Subcommittees, from pg. 2
Enos also suggested the Kupuna Housing subcommittee and suggested working
with ‘O Kaʻū Kakou, the community organization which has raised funds and purchased land for the project in Nāʻālehu.
Other topics that could become the focus of subcommittees in the future included
the fate of Nāʻālehu Theatre, suggested by
Williams, and the future of the Kaalaiki
Road, the old sugar cane haul road between
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu that is frequently
washed out. Mokuali‘i, who suggested the
topic, said that the road is experiencing
more traffic from visitors and people who
have purchased subdivided property along
its path. The county is taking care of a small
part of the road above Nāʻālehu and ranchers have been helping after flooding to fix
the rest. With continued traffic and erosion,
she said, it is becoming more dangerous.
She noted that without it there would be no

The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
access between Pāhala and Nāʻālehu when
Hwy 11 is closed.
The next Kaʻū Community Development Plan Action Committee meeting is
set for Wednesday, Dec. 7, 5:30 p.m. at
Nāʻālehu Clubhouse, next to the Nāʻālehu
Ballpark. The public is invited. Testimony
is allowed. The Wednesday meeting was in
Pāhala and the Action Committee vowed to
take its meetings around the district.
In depth information on the Kaʻū
Community Development Plan and other
resources are available in the online Community Development Plan Action Committee folder in the County of Hawai‘i Public
Quake Update, from pg. 3
Documents Repository at https://records. architect.
hawaiicounty.gov/weblink/1/fol/88959/
Janice Ikeda, Executive Director of ViRow1.asp.The documents may also be re- brant Hawai‘i, which helped support Kaʻū
quested from the Planning Department by communities with food bought from local
calling (808) 961- 8288 or emailing cdp@ farmers during the pandemic, suggested
hawaiicounty.gov.
residents support their neighborhood Hubs
for increased disaster preparedness. She
said Vibrant Hawai‘i works closely with the
Hubs and Civil Defense.
See more on preparedness in the story
on the Ocean View presentation by Civil
Defense and the USGS on Page 1.

K’s
Greenhouse
Always Spreading Aloha one plant at a time.

Pōhue Bay Fire, from pg. 1
ter that is routinely used to drop water.
Park law enforcement is investigating
the cause of the fire, but it is yet unknown.
“We are still in drought conditions across
the island, so people need to be careful with
fire,” said Funderburk.
One helicopter from the county fire department responded and spent about an hour
on the scene, Funderburk said. Fire trucks

Want to plant a garden? It’s time !
All different kinds of Vegetable starts ,Herbs and

Beautiful Flowers. Stop in and take a look.

Open Wednesday Thru Saturday

9 am to 4:30 pm

92-8376 Catamaran Ln. ( from Hwy– turn on Tiki, right on Moana turns into Catamaran Between Donola and Walaka,)
Follow on FB- K’s Greenhouse
Website- ksgreenhousehawaii.com
ksgreenhousehawaii@gmail.com
Phone 808-825-8795
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Hawaiian Volcano Observatory’s Scientist in
Charge Ken Hon.
Photo by Julia Neal

ultimately reached the fire that grew to about
40 by 60 feet in size. He said that Hawai‘i
County did an excellent job in putting down
the fire with the chopper, a brush truck, two
tankers and crews from Ocean View and
Pāhala. When the fire was out, the site was
released to the National Park Service fire
unit.
A law enforcement officer traveled to
Pōhue the next day for the investigation.
Funderburk noted that
“We are still in drought
conditions across the
island so people need
to be careful.” It is unknown whether the fire
started from a cigarette,
vehicle, campfire or
other cause. Several residents at Ranchos stated
that none of the palm
trees burned at Pōhue
Bay and that people had
been camping there.
The National Park
Service and Hawai‘i
Volcanoes
National
Park recently acquired
more than 16,000 acres
at Kahuku-Pōhue Bay.
For more information on the KahukuPōhue parcel, visit
https://www.nps.gov/
havo/learn/historyculture/kahuku-pohue.htm.
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A Journal of Good Health, Food, and Fitness

Maximize Nutrients in Garden: Grow Healthy Food

Growing food for maximum
restaurant, educational
nutrition, for those who want to
area and tour desk.
eat healthy, is a program in BeThe training inyond Organic, led by Dr. Jana
cludes 19 half-hour
Bogs, a Kaʻū resident with a
teaching videos online,
PhD in Horticulture & Food Sciher ebook Beyond Orence. Bogs states that “Scientific
ganic: Growing for
studies show our foods have lost
Maximum
Nutrition
up to 70 percent of their nutriand Flavor; interactive
tional content over the last 70
Zoom calls with Bogs
years, even organic foods. Simand other farmers in the
ply growing organically isn’t
program; the soil analyenough.”
sis and side by side-byThe program includes soil
side trials with plant tisanalysis for 17 minerals and misue nutrient analysis of
crobiology, plus side-by-side tricrop from the farmer's
als on farmers’ lands. Bogs said
trial garden compared
she has been awarded grant fund- Dr. Jana Bogs has funding to offer Kaʻū farmers training in maximizing nutrition and to USDA values; and
Photo from Beyond Organic certification upon sucing “to train Big Island farmers production of organic food.
farmers
have
fewer
problems
with
crop
to help them produce more and
cessful completion.
better quality foods for all of us.” She said pests and diseases. The resulting foods are
See the website BeyondOrganicRethat through the Beyond Organic Growing aptly called Nutrition Grown.”
search.com and the blog on past farm triAfter
the
trials
and
soil
analysis,
“PreSystem, “Not only does the foods' nutrials. To apply for the program, contact Bogs
cise amounts of organically-approved soil at info@BeyondOrganicResearch.com or
amendments are added to optimize the soil. call her at 808-938-9888.
Then watch the magic happen!” said Bogs.
Bogs said she envisions “making the Big
Arbor Day Giveaway!
Island a showcase to the
Free Kukui Trees
world of Nutrition Grown
SATURDAY, NOV. 5
agricultural
production.
8am-noon
The varied climates and
A side-by-side trial for beets at Bryan Riley’s farm
in Kaʻū.
Photo from Beyond Organic

tional content increase greatly, so does the
volume of crop production.
“Other qualities, such as flavor, texture and shelf life, also improves. The
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visitor infrastructure make
our island an ideal location
for expanding knowledge
of sustainable agriculture.”
She said she envisions a
visitors' center with a store,

across the street of
Ocean View Swap Meet

Visit the Farm & Nursery for

Grafted Fruit Trees &
Sweet White Pineapple Plants

Saturdays, 9 am to 12 pm
94-6299 Kamaoa Rd, Naalehu

(808) 333-4573

bennettfarmandnursery.com
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Guardians of the Trail Youth Interns Draw More Funding
Guardians of the Trails Youth Intern
Program has drawn another $60,000 awarded to Friends of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park. Friends' Guardians of the Trails is in
its third year. The National Park Foundation
awarded $35k and Helen Wright provided
an individual donation of $25k. This is the
second 25k donation from Wright to the
Friends.
This year, funds provide a five month
paid salary to Hawai‘i island youth to work
in the park maintaining and rehabbing trails,
as well as removing 300,000 invasive ginger plants. Led by Friendʻs Guardians of the
Trails Youth Supervisor, Moses Espaniola,
III, this program started July 1 and runs
through Dec. 5.
In 2020, the Friends started the pro-

Elizabeth Fien, FHVNP CEO, Moses Espaniola III, Kelson Gallano, Dusty Silva and Novi
Czyscon with Guardians of the Trail.
FVNP Photo by Lynette Smith

gram with a grant from the National Park
Foundation of $150k. Those funds employed six youth and purchase of a new 11
passenger van and equipment. The program
successfully operated during COVID. “We
are grateful to the National Park Foundation
and Ms. Helen Wright for their support of
Hawai‘i island youth, which in turn benefits the park and our local community, said
Friends CEO Elizabeth Fien.
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park Superintendent Rhonda Loh said, “We are
thrilled to have the Guardians back with so
many projects in the park - they are a great
addition. The program gives opportunities
for our community youth to learn new skills
while supporting the park.”
Friends is the official philanthropic
partner of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park,
a 501 (c) 3 and operates under a formal partnership agreement with the National Park
Service. “It supports the National Park
Service in the protection, preservation and
interpretation of the natural and cultural resources at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park
for the enjoyment of current and future generations,” says a statement from Friends.
The National Park Foundation works to
protect wildlife and park lands, preserve history and culture, educate and engage youth,
and connect people everywhere to the won-

Guardians Novi Czyscon, Dusty Silva and Kelson Gallano.

der of parks. It operates in collaboration with
the National Park Service, the park partner
community, and with “generous support of
donors, without whom our work would not
be possible,” says its statement. Learn more
at www.nationalparks.org.
The National Park Foundation's Service Corps. “opens the door to a world of
opportunities to gain leadership skills and
give back to national parks,” said Will
Shafroth, president and CEO of the National
Park Foundation. “The National Park Foundation and our partners are proud to support
programs that make lasting positive impacts
for both parks and people.”
The National Park Foundation is in-

FHVNP photo by Moses Espaniola III

vesting more than $4.1 million in service
corps programs in fiscal year 2022, including support from Communities and Workforce program partners Carhartt, Winnebago and Winnebago Industries Foundation,
and partners Nature Valley, Apple, REI
Co-op, American Express, Free People, and
Publix Super Markets. Additional funding
is provided by The JPB Foundation, Annie
and Kevin Parker, and many other donors.
Select projects are also being leveraged with
federal funds that were authorized and appropriated for the National Park Foundation
under the 2016 National Park Service Centennial Act (PL 114-289).

Volcano Artists Studio Tour Returns Thanksgiving Weekend
The Volcano Village Artists Hui Annual Studio Tour & Sale returns this year

NOVEMBER Events
Christmas in the Country: Wreath
Exhibit: November 25 through
December 31 at VAC gallery in
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park.
Exhibit: From Pele To Poli‘ahu:
The Kuleana Of Change, Painting
by Dominic Tidmarsh: continues
through November 6 at VAC gallery
in Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park.
Classes & Events
at VAC Niaulani Campus:
11/5 - Body Care Basics
with Heather Penfield
11/8 - Keiki Drawing
Class with Ken Charon
11/12 - Mushroom
Cultivation with Zach Mermel
11/19- Zentangle : HandsOn Holiday Make & Take
11/12 Jazz In the Forest -Autumn Leaves
11/25, 26, 27 Volcano Village Artist Hui
Tour

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN!
Visit our website for current hours

Office in Volcano Village:
(808) 967-8222
Gallery in HVNP:
(808) 967-7565
volcanoartcenter.org/shop
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with a full slate of artists. Now in its 36th
year, the tour will be held Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, Nov. 25 - 27, from 10 a.m. 4 p.m. each day. Four studio and gallery

Volcano Village
Artists Hui
36th Annual Art
Studio Tour & Sale
November 25 - 27, 2022
Friday, Saturday & Sunday
10am - 4pm
For map & current
information about the
Studio Tour, as well
as individual artist
contacts, please visit:

www.VolcanoVillageArtistsHui.com
Instagram: @VolcanoArtHui

locations will open their
doors to the public, with a
wide range of artwork on
display and available for
purchase in a variety of
styles and price ranges.
Participating artists
include Margaret Barnaby (woodblock prints) at
her studio with Mike and
Misato Mortara (hand
blown art glass).
Ira Ono (fine art &
exquisite gifts) will be
at Volcano Garden Arts. Ceramic Tiles by Charlotte Forbes Perry
Charlotte Forbes Perry
(ceramic tiles & stained glass), Joan Yoshioka (original paintings & prints) and Emily Herb (pottery & sculptural clay vessels)
will be showing their work at the 2400
Fahrenheit Glass Studio, and the Mortara's
glass gallery at this location will also be
open.
Hui members Elizabeth Miller (paintings, prints & mixed media) and Ricia Shema (vintage silk clothing & bags) will be
set up in Hale Hoʻomana at the Niaulani Pueo painting by Joan Yoshioka
Campus of the Volcano Art
Center, along with guest artists Scott Pincus (handmade
silver jewelry) and Phan
Barker (quilts, woodblock
prints & mixed media).
Check the Hui website
for more information and a
map to the studios. For everyone’s health and safety,
masks may be required at
some studios. For a less
crowded, and more relaxed
shopping experience, consider attending on Saturday ʻIwa Vessel, stoneware pottery by Emily Herb
or Sunday.
ued support!” says a statement from Vol“Once again, the Hui
cano Village Artists Hui. See http://www.
would like to thank our
VolcanoVillageArtistsHui.com
community for their contin-
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Volcano Producer Brings Titan of the Telecaster to Big Island

Blues Bear Hawai‘i and its founder
Les Hershhorn, of Volcano,
brings legendary rock musician Bill Kirchen to Hawai‘i
Island. Kirchen is called Titan
of the Telecaster. On Saturday,
Nov. 12, Kirchen will perform
as the frontman of his trio at
Hilo’s Palace Theatre. Doors
open 6 p.m., show starts 7:30
p.m. Tickets are $35 general
admission and $55 Gold Circle seating. See http://www.
bluesbearhawaii.com or call
Bill Kirchen
(808) 896-4845.
Writer Paul Crepeau tells more about
Titan of the Telecaster:
When speaking of the most influential guitar-players in the history of rock, it
would almost be a crime to overlook Bill
Kirchen. Born in Bridgeport, Connecticut
in 1948, Kirchen is recognized by many as
a true pioneer of country rock and Ameri-

gan, where he met George Frayne and John
Tichy (who played keyboards
and guitar respectively), with
whom he would co-found the
band Commander Cody and
His Lost Planet Airmen. After graduation, however, the
three of them headed in different directions, with Kirchen making his way towards
San Francisco, where he acquainted himself with musical acts such as the Grateful
Dead, Dan Hicks, and Jefferson Airplane. Convinced that
the Lost Planet Airmen could make it out
there as well, he called Frayne and Tichy,
who were back East, and persuaded them
to join him. As soon as the band reunited,
they started playing regular night-club gigs
in the Bay Area. In 1969 they were added
to the Berkeley Folk Festival lineup, and
two years later they scored their first record

cana music. Dubbed the Titan of the Telecaster for his prowess on the instrument,
he strangely enough began his musical
journey playing classical trombone, attending Interlochen Center for the Arts in
Michigan in the early 1960s. It would seem
that the deep, low sound of the instrument
groomed him for a life of performing on
the low end, which became his claim to
fame on the Telecaster.
At the age of 16, Kirchen rescued his
mother's old banjo from the attic, acquired
a copy of Pete Seeger's instructional book
How to Play the 5-String Banjo, and hitchhiked to the 1964 Newport Folk Festival.
The experience left an indelible impression
on his young mind. In his words, “I witnessed stuff that knocked me out: Lightnin' Hopkins, the Kweskin Jug Band, Son
House, Johnny Cash, the Staples Singers—
my original guitar hero Mississippi John
Hurt. The top of my head flipped open
and it's never shut. It ruined me for normal
work.”
While in high school in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, Kirchen experimented with a variety of music groups, including a jug band
and a rock band. The creativity continued
on into college at the University of Michi-

deal with the album Lost in the Ozone on
the Paramount label. But the best was yet
to come when, in 1972, the song Hot Rod
Lincoln became a major hit for them. Written by American songwriter Charlie Ryan,
it describes a drive north on California
Interstate 5 that ends up as a hotrod race
between a Lincoln and a Cadillac. Those
of us who remember hearing it on the radio
50 years ago will never be able to get that
chugging, low-end rockabilly rhythm of
Kirchen's Telecaster out of our head!
Commander Cody and His Lost Planet
Airmen became known as one of the most
eclectic bands in rock history, with genrebending songs ranging in date from the
Great Depression to the 1960s San Francisco scene. Incorporating country and
rock into a trippy blend of rockabilly, they
played an important role in the revival of
Western swing, while at the same time
acquiring the reputation of being musical
“outlaws.” (Their 1974 album Live from
Deep in the Heart of Texas, recorded at the
legendary Armadillo World Headquarters
in Austin, made Rolling Stone magazine's
list of the 100 best albums of all time.)
Since their high-energy tunes included
more than a few from the truckin'-song cat-

egory, their musical style came to be known
as “dieselbilly.” Although the band had up
to eight members at any given time, it was
the legendary Telecaster of Bill Kirchen
that gave them their trademark sound. Not
to be overlooked, however, were his contributions as a vocalist. George Frayne (a.k.a.
Commander Cody) was typically the frontman, but on songs such as Mama Hated
Diesels and Down to Seeds and Stems
Again Blues, listen to the way Kirchen
handles lead vocals with the bravado of a
true country crooner.
Following the breakup of Commander Cody
and His Lost Planet Airmen in 1976, Kirchen
went on to form a “swing
orchestra” called the
Moonlighters and began
a decades-long relationship with British newwave artist Nick Lowe.
Not only did Lowe produce the Moonlighters' second album Rush
Hour, but Kirchen went on tour with him
and would occasionally accompany him
in the studio as well. It was during this
time period that Kirchen was also invited
to work on album projects with the likes
of Gene Vincent, Link Wray, and Elvis
Costello.
After relocating to the vicinity of
Washington, D.C. in 1986, Kirchen formed
the band Too Much Fun, with John Previti
on bass and Dave Elliot on drums. A decade later they received ten Washington
Area Music Awards. Kirchen had become
associated with many D.C. guitarists, such
as the late Roy Buchanan and Danny Gatton, Jimmy Thackery, Billy Hancock, Link
Wray, and others who had forged an elite
fraternity of local roots-rock performers.
After several album releases, including the critically acclaimed Have Love,
Will Travel in 1996 (Hightone Records),
Kirchen kicked off a new recording deal
with Proper Records in 2006 with the Bill
Kirchen release of the album Hammer of
the Honky-Tonk Gods. Recorded at Proper's
London studio, the album features Kirchen
accompanied by a band with Nick Lowe.
In 2010 came another album, Word to the
Wise, which featured numerous guests, including Dan Hicks, Paul Carrack, Maria
Muldaur, Elvis Costello, and Commander
Cody himself (George Frayne). A 2013
release titled Seeds and Stems includes a
guest appearance by Jorma Kaukonen.
More recently, in 2017, Kirchen
teamed up with his old songwriting partner from the Moonlighters, keyboardist
Austin de Lone, for a collaborative effort
titled Transatlanticana (Last Music Company). The album was cut in Austin and
London with musicians from both sides of
the Atlantic pitching in. Although hailing
from the Philadelphia area, de Lone, like

Free Trees, from pg. 11
as reducing inflammation and boosting the
immune system. Bennett recalled watching
Lui “separate beige from brown from grey
from black of the decaying nut, each color
demonstrating a different healing quality.”
Lui also shared with Bennett how the

leaves of the kukui reflect the moon and
starlight and could serve as a “lighthouse
and compass to ancient and current fishermen that know their place in relation to the
ahupua‘a, a district and system of watershed
management from the mountain to the sea.”
Sponsoring this event with Bennett are

Ka‘ū realtor Rollie Litteral and local physician Dr. Patrick Yeakey. Litteral is with
Royal Palms Properties and teaches ethics
to realtors statewide, while Yeakey is cultivating a farm at South Point and Kamāʻoa,
where he plans to sell local produce and
products.

Bennett Farm & Nursery is located
at 94-6299 Kamāʻoa Rd in Nāʻālehu, and
open Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Here Bennett grows and sells sweet white
pineapple plants and a variety of citrus
trees. Call (808) 333-4573, or see www.
bennettfarmandnursery.com for more info.

Zoning Codes, from pg. 2
in the County of Hawai‘i and help us better
understand how to use zoning to accomplish plan goals.”
The county states that the “zoning
code helps to ensure that incompatible
land uses are not located adjacent to one
another. It can assist property owners in
identifying what can or cannot be built on
their property and how those properties

an be used, and can influence the character and scale of development.” The county
also states that “Zoning codes are the main
tool for implementing the visions laid out
by the County plans, including the General
Plan and Community Development Plans
(Kaʻū Community Development Plan
among them). Zoning is an important tool
to protect the health, safety, and welfare
of the public and property owners, as well

as to promote a livable, built environment
that is identified in the County's General
Plan.”
According to the county statement,
“the County has received regular requests
to update the codes from members of
the public, the construction industry, the
County Council, and many others. The last
major Zoning Code update was in 1996
and the Subdivision Code in 1983, so it is

time to bring them both up to date with current standards, eliminate conflicting policies, and make them more user friendly for
both the public and County agencies. The
project was initiated and authorized by the
County Council via Resolution 20-423 and
22-387, enabling this timely update.”
See http://cohcodeupdate.com. Contact COHcodeupdate@reasite.com.

Commander Cody & His Lost Planet Airmen, including Bill Kirchen, who will be on island to play
music on Saturday, Nov. 12.
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Kirchen, has longtime ties with the U.K.
scene. As the founder of the band Eggs
Over Easy, he is considered to be the progenitor of British pub-rock. The songs on
Transatlanticana represent the core components of Americana music—rock, country, rhythm and blues, and even a gospel
tune. The opening track, Hounds of the Bakersfield, is a tribute to the late Merle Haggard and the acclaimed Bakersfield sound.
On another track, Lubbock, Texas native
Butch Hancock sings a duet of his song
Oxblood with Kirchen in
a tasty slice of Texas boogie. There are also some
homages paid to Bill and
Austin's
counterculture
past with Back in the Day,
written by Kirchen's wife,
as well as a rendition of
Bob Dylan's The Times
They Are A-Changin' that
is exceedingly energetic
and heartfelt.
Transatlanticana is a fun and interesting album to listen to, with something different at every turn, yet still respectful to
the traditions of both country and rock 'n'
roll. It is about as close as one can come to
having a ringside seat to a group of musically like-minded, top-of-their-game players enjoying each other's company.
Bill Kirchen's musical influence has
been profound, to say the least. He is said
to have “one of the most distinctive, pure
Fender Telecaster tone guitar-sounds in
modern music.” His “dieselbilly” sound
combines elements of blues, country, rockabilly, boogie woogie, and Western swing.
His legendary work with Commander
Cody and His Lost Planet Airmen helped to
pave the way for such artists as Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard, the Allman Brothers,
and other country “outlaw” bands. And his
story continues. Whether he is producing
for other artists, recording material of his
own, or touring and forging connections
with audiences, Bill Kirchen, the “Titan
of the Telecaster,” continues to do what he
has done for nearly his entire life—bring
joy to people everywhere through his gift
of music.
For an overview of much of Bill
Kirchen's music during the past 15 years,
check out his most recent releases from
2020: The Proper Years, and Waxworks—
the Best of the Proper Years. (Available on
The Last Music Company Ltd.)
For the Nov. 12 concert, Big Island
Ticket Outlets are at Palace Theater Box
Office, Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. See
www.hilopalace.com or call (808) 9347010. Also buy tickets at Hilo Music Exchange, Kona Music Exchange, Kiernan
Music in Kainaliu, Waimea General Store
in Parker Square in Kamuela, and Rogers
Guitars in Pāhoa.
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New Members Welcome to Join Ka‘ū Livestock 4-H Club
Kaʻū Livestock 4-H Club is up and running with programs for Cloverbuds, ages
five to eight, and Junior and Senior 4-H
members, ages nine to 18.
The first virtual meeting of the Kaʻū
Livestock 4-H Club is Thursday, Nov. 4.
Call for the zoom link.

participated in annual livestock shows,
bringing home awards and experiencing
the life of raising livestock and selling them
off at auction. Kaʻū ranchers Guy and Al
Galimba are two of the long-time financial
and educational supporters of 4-H, over the
years offering training for young ranchers.

Hilina‘i Karratti with her white pig.
Addie Flores with her pig.
Hezykiah Fernandez with her Grand Champion Market Steer in the islandwide 4-H show in Kamuela.
Photos from Ka‘ū 4-H

Kamamoa Marshal with his black pig.

Cloverbuds Kingslee Fernandez (left) with her
white rabbit and Hi‘ilei Karratti (right) with her
black chicken.

Owen Flores with his pig.

There are monthly meetings and club
leaders are Raisha Karratti at 808-318-9112
and Nikki Fernandez at 808-938-0287.
The 4H members from Kaʻū have long

Kaʻū 4-H members participated in
the 2022 islandwide 4-H show at Rocking
Chair Ranch in Kamuela. From Kaʻū, Hezykiah Fernandez won Grand Champion
with her Market Steer in her first year in
4-H. Also winning from Kaʻū were Skyler Fernandez with her Reserve Champion
Breeding Ewe and Hilina‘i Karratti showing
her British white to win Reserve Champion

Hilina‘i Karratti with her Reserve Champion
Market Steer, a British white.

Market Steer.
Also making the trip to Kamuela to
show the livestock of Kaʻū were: Hi‘ilei
Karratti with her black chicken; Addie
Flores with her black cow and her pig;
Owen Flores with his pig; Kingslee Fernandez with her white rabbit; Kamamoa Marshal with his black pig and Hilina‘i Karratti
with her white pig.

Skyler Fernandez with her Reserve Champion
breeding ewe.

An intimate evening with

STANLEY JORDAN

Solo performance from the beginning
to the Jimi Hendrix experience.

September 23, 7:30pm
Honoka’a Peoples Theater
September 24,
Sat, 7:00pm

Palace Theater - Big Island
38 Haili Street, Hilo HI 96720

Open 7 days/week,
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Online Info,
Tickets and Gold Circle:

bluesbearhawaii.com
or Call: 808-896-4845

BILL KIRCHEN
Blues Bear Hawaii & B97 / B93 are proud to present:

THE TITAN OF THE TELECASTER

“HOT ROD LINCOLN”

One Show Only Hilo:
Nov. 12, Sat. - Big Island
Palace Theater • 38 Haili St. Hilo, Hi. 96720
Doors: 6:00 pm. Show: 7:30 pm.
Info, Online Tickets & Videos:

bluesbearhawaii.com or call

Big Island Ticket Outlets: Hilo Music Exchange, Hilo;
Rogers Guitar, Pahoa; Waimea General Store, Waimea

No tours available on weekends, but guests are
welcome to walk around the mill area.

visit our website
or call for details
kaucoffeemill.com
808-928-0550

96-2694 wood valley road
pahala, hawai‘i
follow us on social media @kaucoffeemill

808-896-4845

Palace Theater Box Ofﬁce
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm.
hilopalace.com 808-934-7010

Free tours available Monday - Friday
11am & 1pm weather permiiing
Free cooee sampling

A Blues Bear Hawaii Production
“Keeping The Music Live”

