
Volume 19, Number 10 October 2021The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
THE KA‘U CALENDAR

****ECRWSS
Postal Boxholder

Also in this issue:
P2 Business * P3 Pāhala * P4 Star Map * 
P5 Sports Report * P6-7 School & Youth 
* P8-9 Community Calendar * P10 
Nā’ālehu * P11 Kahuku to Miloliʻi * P12 
Energy & Sustainability * P13 Health * 
P14 Volcano 

Cultural Honu Hunting, pg. 12

Kīlauea, pg. 15

Ka‘ū Coffee, pg. 3

Sports are Back in Ka‘ū
With masks, distancing, and in some cases, vaccines required, sports are returning to Ka‘ū. See the Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run story and results on Page 5, 

along with the schedule of Ka‘ū High School sports and their coaches. On Page 3, see photos and results of Ka‘ū Multicultural Society’s annual Ka‘ū Pig 
Hunt, which drew many hunters after being called off in 2020 due to Covid.

Above, 10K runner Taryn Bailey crosses the finish line at Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Runs, receiving a medal immediately, without the traditional awards cer-
emony during these times of COVID-19. See more on Page 5.  Photo by Mikey Brown/Hawai‘i Sports Photography

Taking honu for cultural purposes is on 
the agenda for study by the Western Pacific 
Regional Fishery Management Council. In 
a statement, the Council pointed to Septem-
ber’s meeting and a report “on honu, green 
sea turtle, Chelonia mydas, management in 
Hawai‘i, noting continued requests from the 
fishing community to allow harvest for cul-
tural purposes.” Council members support-
ed developing a way forward with NOAA's 
National Marine Fisheries Service.

“Manny Dueñas, Council member 
from Guam, expressed deep concern at the 

Will Feds Allow Hunting Honu for Cultural Purposes?
erosion of respect for indigenous cultures in 
our region, where turtles have been valued 
for medicine, food and sustenance for more 
than 4,000 years. The Council will work 
with communities to document the his-
tory of cultural harvest and use of honu in 
Hawai‘i,” said the statement from the Fish-
ery Management Council.

The Western Pacific Regional Fishery 
Management Council also recommended 
that the National Marine Fisheries Service 
implement a 291,010-pound annual catch 
target for uku in the main Hawaiian Islands. 

This would include an in-season account-
ability measure to avoid surpassing this 
level for fishing years 2022 to 2025. The 
previous catch limit, effective from 2019 to 
2021, was nearly half the amount at 127,205 
pounds, but only applied to commercial 
fishers, whereas the new limit combines the 
commercial and noncommercial sectors.

At its meeting in September, the Coun-
cil deferred taking final action on the re-
building plan for the federally managed 
bottomfish complex in American Samoa, This honu was rescued and recovered. Other 

honu could again be hunted in the Polynesian 
tradition.  NOAA photo

Kaʻū Coffee Challenge: Land, Labor, Leaf Rust
Ka‘ū Coffee farmers face extreme 

challenges this season amid an abundance 
of beans to harvest and good prices. It's a 
three-pronged spear coming at the farmers 
during a time that should be bountiful:

Finding pickers before the crop goes 
bad is tough in a world of Covid; a po-
tentially devastating coffee pest has been 
discovered; and many local growers, who 
built the Ka‘ū Coffee success after the sug-
ar industry left Ka‘ū, farm rented land that 
is going up for sale. 

Will Ka‘ū Coffee farmers be able to 
qualify for loans to buy their farms, plus 
afford the cost of fighting Coffee Leaf 
Rust? Can they find enough pickers?

Many have filled out U.S. and State of 
Hawai‘i Departments of Agriculture low 
interest loan applications. Others are trying 
for private, bank and credit union financ-
ing. Others have chosen to keep their rental 
agreements until they expire.

Non-profit organizations like the Ko-
hala Center and Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Co-
operative help those who need to improve 
their credit and to shape up their financial 
reporting in order to qualify to buy their 
farmland.

Resource Land Holdings, which owns 
the land to be subdivided and sold under 
the name Ka‘ū Mahi, is giving the farm-
ers first option. If the farmers don't buy, 
their lots would go up for sale at market 
prices. For zoomtown buyers, who work 
from home and seek a remote place to live 
away from urban America and Covid, buy-
ing a coffee farm and building a house in 
Hawai‘i could seem like a good deal.

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Cooperative 
President Gloria Camba said, “There is a 
lot of pressure on the farmers all the way 
around." It’s a heavy harvest season. Many 
farmers are working around the clock, 
picking, pulping, washing, drying and sell-
ing. She said the labor shortage for pickers 
is leading to overripe coffee being left on 
some trees. “Farmers have little time to ne-
gotiate with the land company to buy their 
farms, much less work on their loans when 

Kīlauea Erupts Again, Lava into Halema‘uma‘u
Following a swarm of earthquakes, 

Kīlauea volcano started erupting again at 
approximately 3:20 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 29. USGS Hawaiian Volcano Obser-
vatory detected a glow in Kīlauea summit 
webcam images indicating an eruption 
within Halemaʻumaʻu crater in Kīlauea’s 
summit caldera, within Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. Webcam imagery showed 
fissures at the base of Halemaʻumaʻu cra-
ter generating lava flows on the surface of 
the lava lake that was active until this past 
May.

Hawaiian Volcano Observatory el-
evated Kīlauea’s volcano alert level from 
WATCH to WARNING and its aviation 
color code from ORANGE to RED as the 
new eruption and associated hazards were 
evaluated.  

USGS reported that the activity was 
confined to Halemaʻumaʻu and stated that 
hazards would be reassessed as the erup-
tion progressed. USGS volcano alert lev-
els and aviation color codes are explained 
at: https://www.usgs.gov/natural-hazards/
volcano-hazards/about-alert-levels.

A HAVO statement explained: “The 
opening phases of eruptions are dynamic 
and uncertain. HVO continues to monitor 
the volcano closely and will report any sig-
nificant changes in future notices. 

“HVO is in constant communication 
Halema‘uma‘u Crater at the beginning of the new Kīlauea Volcano eruption on Sept 29. Fissures at the 
base of the crater began generating lava flows on the surface of the lava lake that was active until May 
2021.   USGS image

with Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park as 
this situation evolves.

“HVO is in constant communication 
with the County of Hawai‘i Civil Defense 
Agency,” said the statement. 

“This new eruption at  Kīlauea’s sum-
mit is occurring within a closed area of 
Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park. There-

fore, high levels of volcanic gas are the 
primary hazard of concern, as this hazard 
can have far-reaching effects down-wind. 
Large amounts of volcanic gas—primarily 
water vapor (H2O), carbon dioxide (CO2), 
and sulfur dioxide (SO2)—are continu-
ously released during eruptions of Kīlauea 
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Sweeping changes to Hawai‘i County’s 
Emergency Rental Assistance Program 
were launched in late September.

Local nonprofit organizations joined 
Mayor Mitch Roth, emphasizing a safety 
net for local renters and houseless persons 
in financial hardship. The announcement 
came as State of Hawai‘i and federal 
rental eviction moratoriums ended. The 
grants are available for past due rent and 
utilities, three months of rent in advance, 
rental deposits, and temporary hotel or 
motel stays. The county ex-
pects about 2,000 households 
to be served.

Maximum annual house-
hold incomes for those who 
apply are: $47,950 for one per-
son, $54,800 for two, $61,650 
for three, $68,500 for four, 
$74,000 for five, $79,500 
for six, $84,950 for seven, 
and $90,450 for eight.

The income limits re-
flect help available for 
Hawaiʻi Island renters who 
earn below 80 percent area 
median income who can 
provide an unemployment 
letter or attest to financial 
hardship in writing to estab-
lish eligibility for grant assistance. Grants 
will be available through June 30, 2022, 
pending availability of funds.

Temporary housing options will be 
made available at hotels and motels for lo-
cal renters who have experienced eviction 
or are currently houseless.

Housing Navigators will be hired and 
trained to help local renters find housing 
that is affordable. Rental deposit funds 
up to one additional month's rent will be 
made available to landlords and property 
management companies who rent to low-
income Hawaiʻi Island renters supported by 
Housing Navigators.

Fees for rental applications, moving 
costs, damages to hotel and motel stays 

beyond normal wear-and tear, and legal 
services will be funded for qualified, low-
income renters. Financial counseling and 
affordable loans for low-income renters will 
be offered through Financial Empowerment 
and Opportunity Centers.

Increased legal services and landlord-
tenant mediation will be available to assist 
more local renters in need. Community 
Navigators will be hired and trained to go 
out into hard-to-reach communities to pro-
mote financial assistance available to renter 

households facing hardship.
The Mayor said, “It’s im-

portant for our community to 
know that we are here for them 
and that we are doing all we can 
to make sure that these funds 
end up in the hands of those who 
need it most. We are asking ev-

eryone out there who may be 
experiencing a hard time to just 
try and apply. A little bit of help 
can go a long way in ensuring 
that our local families keep the 
roofs over their head as we 
head into the holiday season.”

The mayor and ERAP 
nonprofit partners encourage 
community groups, faith-based 
organizations, employers, pub-

lic agencies, utility companies, landlords, 
service providers, and policymakers to help 
spread the word islandwide.

ERAP is funded by the County of 
Hawai’i through federal money. Funding is 
limited to renters who live on Hawaiʻi Is-
land. Households are limited to 15 months 
of total grant assistance, including assis-
tance from previous programs. All renters 
who have annual household incomes below 
80 percent of area median can apply through 
one of the nonprofit partners.

Persons without internet access or a 
computer are encouraged to call one of the 
ERAP nonprofit partners to request a paper 
application or complete an application over 
the phone.

To qualify for grants for past due rent 
or utilities, three months of rent in advance, 
rental deposits, or temporary hotel or motel 
stays, applicants must meet the following 
qualifications: Be a Hawai‘i Island renter; 
at least 18 years old; show proof of finan-
cial hardship (provide an unemployment/
PUA approval letter or request an attestation 
form from nonprofit providers to confirm fi-
nancial hardship in writing); show 2020 or 

current annual gross household income at or 
below 80 percent of area median income for 
the number of members in the household.

ERAP prioritizes households at or be-
low 50 percent of area median income with 
household members 
who have been unem-
ployed for 90 days pre-
ceding the date of the 
application.

Applicants will be required to submit: 
Proof of Hawai‘i residency and age; copy of 
photo ID; income docu-
ments for all household 
members (provide all 
that apply); all pages and 
scheduled for 2020 Fed-
eral Tax Form or 30 days 
most recent pay stubs; one 
month most recent business bank statements 
(if self-employed); 
and unemployment 
or Pandemic Un-
employment Assis-
tance (PUA) ben-
efit letter and public 
benefit statements, if applicable.

Other income documentation may in-
clude child/alimony support letter, pension 
and retirement statement. To document 
housing, the program requires a copy of 
completed, current, and signed rental lease 
contract.

Also to prove hardship the program re-
quires one of the following: Unemployment 
or PUA approval letter; written attestation 
(request from nonprofit) Housing Assis-
tance; past due rent notice with the amount 
owed; eviction notice with the amount 

owed; and/or or past-due utility notice.
For more information or to apply, visit 

www.HawaiCountyERAP.org.
To apply, go online or contact any non-

profit partner:
HOPE Services, 357 
Waianuenue Avenue 
Hilo, HI 96720, www.
hopeserviceshawaii.org, 
808-935-3050, ERAP@

hopeserviceshawaii.org;
Hawai‘i First Federal Credit Union,1221 

Kilauea Avenue, Suite 150 
Hilo, HI 96720, www.
hawaiifirstfcu.com, 808-
933-6600, empower@ha-
waiifirstfcu.com;
Neighborhood Place of 
Puna,16-105 Opukahaia 

Street Keaau, HI 96749, www.neighbor-
hoodplace.org, 808-
965-5550, ERAP@
neighborhoodplace.
org;
Habitat for Human-
ity Hawai‘i Island, 

73-4161 Uluwini Place Kailua-Kona, HI 
96740, www.habitathawaiiisland.org/, 
808-843-0071, rmap@habitathawaiiis-
land.org;

The Salvation Army, 219 Ponahawai Street 
Hilo, HI 97620, hawaii.salvationarmy.
org, 808-935-1277, Hilo.ERAP@usw.
salvationarmy.org;

Hawai'i County Economic Opportunity 
Council, 47 Rainbow Drive Hilo, HI 
96720, www.hceoc.net, 808-932-2714, 
ERAP@hceoc.net. 

An entrepreneur mentorship grant has 
been awarded by County of Hawai‘i for 
Kaʻū, according to an 
announcement from 
Nā‘ālehu Main Street, 
Inc.

Haumāna A‘o 
‘Oihana ‘O Ka‘ū, En-
trepreneur Mentorship 
/ Apprentice Program 
is designed for Ka‘ū 
young people who 
want to explore their creativity to start and 
operate a business, with the goal of becom-
ing self-sufficient, self-reliant and to create 
more economic opportuni-
ties in the District of Ka‘ū.

Entrepreneurial candidates will be 
matched with and work hand-in-hand with 

seasoned business pro-
fessionals who will offer 
technical support, re-
sources, guidance, mo-
tivation and inspiration 
to assist, those selected, 
in creating a successful 
business. Those with an 
entrepreneurial spirit, 
between the ages of 18-

32, can request an application by email to 
NaalehuMainStreetinc@gmail.com.

Entrepreneur Grant for Kaʻū

Hawai‘i County Rental Grants Shore Up Affordable Housing
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Kaʻū Multicultural Society‘s annual 
Kaʻū Pig Hunt was on again Sept. 4, with 
the weigh-in and awards on the grounds of 
Edmund C. Olson's historic Pāhala Club-
house & Residence. Organizers Kalani and 
Darlyne Vierra said it was inspiring to see 
the 33 entries, mostly from Kaʻū, but from 
as far away as Waimea.

Kaʻū Pig Hunt has been held four 
times during the last five years, with 2020 
postponed due to the pandemic. This year, 
Donald Garo, one of the event helpers, em-
phasized Covid protocol, with mask wear-
ing and a drive-thru weigh-in for the pigs.   

All around winner was Rigan “Cow-
boy” Kaapana, with his 191.6 lb. boar. He 
won $575 and a machete. 

The Heaviest Boar (other than the 

overall winner's) was brought in at 154.8 
lbs. by Onomi Hanoa, followed by Jerome 
Tayamen at 142 lbs. and Roy Freitas at 
140.2 lbs.

The Heaviest Sow was brought in also 
by Onomi Hanoa at 138.9 lbs., followed by 
Crispin Navarro, Jr. at 124 lbs. and Kawika 
Santiago at 115 lbs. 

The Biggest Tusk was on a pig brought 
in by Billy Watson at 6.49 inches long, fol-
lowed by Conrad Wagner at 6.48 inches 
and Jerome Tayamen at 5.75 inches long.

The Vierras said they look forward to 
holding the Kaʻū Pig Hunt sponsored by 
Kaʻū Multicultural Society again next year. 
They thanked Ed Olson and Troy Keolanui 

for use of the Olson Trust grounds and fa-
cilities, as well as Carquest Auto Parts in 
Kona and Deanne Delmar for her home-
made sauces donated to the event where 
all of the participants received a free lunch. 
They also thanked Aloha Beck-Tate, Aloha 
Vierra and sons, Paulette Ke, Josh Ratagan 
and Liz Kuluwaimaka for their donations.

KA PEPA PAHALA

Pig hunting is a family affair at the annual Kaʻū 
Multicultural Association’s Ka‘ū Pig Hunt in 
Pāhala on Saturday.  Photo by Julia Neal 

Kaʻū Multicultural Society Brings Back Kaʻū Pig Hunt

Rigan “Cowboy” Kaapana (center) topped the scales with heaviest boar during the return of the annual Kaʻū Pig Hunt. To his right is organizer Kalani 
Vierra.    Photo by Julia Neal

they are overwhelmed by coffee trees very 
heavy with beans that need to be picked."

At a September meeting in Pāhala, 
Camba urged farmers to make the extra ef-
fort to qualify and buy their farms so they 
won't face land insecurity again.

The discovery of Coffee Leaf Rust is 
the other pressure point. Some farmers said 
they are unsure of whether they should at-
tempt to buy the land if the CLR will de-
stroy their coffee trees.

The farmers met in Pahala in late Sep-
tember with Andrea Kawabata, of Univer-
sity of Hawai‘i College of Tropical Agri-
culture & Human Resource's Cooperative 
Extension.

Kawabata said Coffee Leaf Rust was 
first found in Ka‘ū above Pāhala in Sep-
tember. It was first discovered in the Is-
lands in October 2020 in Kona and on 
Maui and spread to Lana‘i and O'ahu by 
this January and Kaua‘i and Moloka‘i by 
June and July.

CLR is the world's most devastating 
coffee disease. Approved contact fungi-
cides can be used to control CLR, but these 
have little or no effect on advanced states 
of CLR leaf infection, said Kawabata. 

If CLR is improperly addressed and 
allowed to continue uncontrolled, the spore 
population will increase, leaves will be 
lost. By next year's harvest coffee produc-
tion will be severely reduced and continue 

to decline. Tree death can 
occur, according to publica-
tions given to the farmers.

Kawabata said survey-
ing, sampling, monitoring 
for CLR is critical. Only 
early detection and maxi-
mizing fungicide applica-
tions can reduce CLR's 
impact on production and 
profitability of Ka‘ū Coffee 
farms.

She urged farmers to look for irregu-
lar, pale yellow spots on the upper leaf 
surfaces and yellow-orange to orange pow-
dery spores on the underside of the leaves.

She recommended inspecting the 

lower third of tree canopies for early signs. 
Check shaded areas, check trees near pig 
trails and other places frequented by ani-
mals that could bring in the spores. Check 

Ka‘ū Coffee, from pg. 1

Ka‘ū Coffee, pg. 4
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Stars over Ka‘ū - October 
by Jeffrey Beach, Guest Columnist

ISLAND BUILDERS, General Contractor, We Do It All, Mike 808-870-5425

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

CLASSIFIED

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy 
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown 
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown in 
the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka’ū is blessed with when there is no 
bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program writ-
ten by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

What is 21 feet across, has to be kept 
at 364 degrees below zero temperature and 
will be a million miles from earth?

Answer: The mirror of the JWST or 
James Webb Space Telescope. December 
18th, the mission to launch the JWST is 
scheduled.  Nearly 25 years of develop-
ment from 1200 scientists and an overrun 
budget of 10 billion dollars, it is one of 
the most anticipated  science projects in 
history.  

The JWST is the next generation of 
Space Telescopes that will replace the aged 
Hubble Space telescope at the end of its 
life. Hubble was launched April 24th of 
1990 and has been a principal workhorse 
of the Astronomy and Astrophysics com-
munity. Our very own Keck observatory 
on Mauna Kea has routinely partnered with 
the Hubble Space Telescope to corroborate 
findings that have led to improved under-

standing of our universe. The future of our 
understanding will now rely heavily on the 
James Webb Space Telescope. Look for the 
December history making launch.

The Autumn Sky Ahead:
The October views in Ka‘ū’s night sky 

often go unappreciated. The dazzling sum-
mer stars are only topped by the rich star 
infested constellations of winter.  

This Month:
Spot the planets Mars, Jupiter, Saturn 

and Uranus.
13 Oct - Mars reaches opposition and 

will be at its brightest.
21/22 Oct - It's the peak of the Orio-

nids meteor shower. Although the moon 
may detract from observing. 
How to Find These Things in Ka‘ū Skies:

There are many cool applications for 
your cell phone to help you find things in 
the night sky.

Skyview from Terminal Eleven soft-
ware is free and available for both Apple 
and Android platforms. This is a great 
tool as it uses augmented reality by using 
your cell phone camera to overlay a real 
time view of the sky on top of the maps of 
the application. This can be hugely help-
ful when trying to figure out what you're 
looking for.

“Your sky” + “Skyview's Maps” 
Download and try for yourself.

The James Webb Space Telescope.  NASA image

areas used by people and vehicular traffic. 
Kawabata also asked farmers to scan the 
upper canopies for signs of advanced CLR 
infection.

Photograph suspect leaves and submit 
them. Likely infected trees will require leaf 
samples to confirm infection. Photographs 
can be submitted to the Hawai‘i Depart-
ment of Agriculture via email to HDOA.
PPC@hawaii.gov. with a submission form.

Kawabata will receive texts with pho-
tos of suspect leaves and information at 
415-604-151 or email her at adreak@ha-
waii.edu.

Kawabata urged Ka‘ū Coffee farmers 
to make sure pickers and other farm work-
ers sanitize their clothing and hands when 
entering and leaving farms, to prevent the 
spores from spreading.

Where Coffee Leaf Rust has wiped out 

Ka‘ū Coffee, from pg. 3

coffee farms in other parts of the world, the 
solution in many places has been replant-
ing coffee trees with a rust resistant variety. 
Those seedlings are not yet available in the 
Hawaiian Islands.

While efforts are being made to import 
new varieties and grow them in nurseries 
for distribution, the treatment for Coffee 
Leaf Rust is an expensive spray and extra 
work on the coffee farms.

Ka‘ū Coffee farmers are encouraged to check, 
treat and defend against Coffee Leaf Rust, a dev-
astating disease first found in Ka‘ū above Pāhala 
in September.  Photo from CTHAR 

Hilo and Kona airports are in need 
of screeners and are offering jobs with 
incentives, according to a statement from 
Gov. David Ige. He said 
100 screeners are need-
ed across the state. The 
screeners assist in verify-
ing Safe Travel require-
ments for all incoming 
travelers and airline crew 
member on international 
and domestic transpa-
cific flights. The incen-
tives will be for existing 
and new hires, provid-
ing $300 to $400 monthly bonus income 
through December. 

Screeners much have a high school 
diploma or equivalent, customer service 

experience or combined education and 
experience, fluency in verbal and written 
English, be at least 18 years of age, abil-

ity to work flexible shifts, 
including weekends, eve-
nings and holidays, adjust 
to changing schedules, 
and interact profession-
ally with passengers, ven-
dors, agents, clients - all 
individuals. Basic iPhone, 
iPad and computer skills 
are required.

For more info and to 
apply, call 808-539-9414 

or Contact Roberts Hawai‘i, which was 
given the contract to oversee the Safe Trav-
els program at the airports. See www.rob-
ertshawaii.com.

Hilo, Kona Airports Hiring 
Screeners for Safe Travel

Advertise here

Reach More People

Contact us for rates and space reservation
808-928-6471 or email: mahalo@aloha.net
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Kaʻū High Co-Athletic Directors Kalei 
Namohala and Matt Roddy have announced 
the Kaʻū High School Trojans Fall Sports 
Schedule, following the launch of 

training on 
Sept. 27.

Foot-
ball kicks 
off the sea-
son on Friday, Oct. 
15 at Kamehameha 
School in Kea‘au, 
under Head Coach 
DuWayne Ke. The 
first home game 
will be Saturday, 

Oct. 30 when Kohala comes to town. The 
Trojans head to Hawai‘i Preparatory Acad-
emy in Kamuela on Saturday, Nov. 6. The 

Trojans come home 
to host Honoka‘a 
on Saturday, Nov. 
20. They invited 
Pāhoa for the game 
on Kaʻū campus on 
Saturday, Nov. 27.

Football play-
offs for this island 
begin with Semi's 
on Saturday, Dec. 

7 and the finals on 
Saturday, Dec. 11.

Cross Country 
gets going 
at Kame-
hameha in 
Kea‘au on 
Saturday, 
Oct. 

16 under Head 
Coach David 
Wells, followed by another day of racing at 
Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy in Kamuela 
on Saturday, Oct. 23, more cross country 

competitions at 
Pāhoa on Satur-
day, Oct. 30, and at 
Makai GC (Keal-
akehe) on Saturday, 
Nov. 3.

Cross Country 
Finals for this is-
land are Saturday, 
Dec. 4 at Hawai‘i 
Preparatory 

Academy.
Girls Volleyball, 

under Head Coach Joshua Ortega, goes 
to Waiakea in Hilo for the first games of 
the Fall on Thursday, Oct. 21. The second 

game is away at Kea‘au High. Volleyball 
comes home to Kaʻū when the Trojans host 
Kamehameha on Tuesday, Nov. 2. The Tro-
jans host again, playing Pāhoa at home on 
Thursday, Nov. 11 and Hilo High on Tues-
day, Nov. 16.

Girls Volleyball Finals for this island 
are Nov. 29 - Dec. 4.

Bowling, under Head Coach Hi‘i La-
pera, will be in the lanes Oct. 12, 16, Oct. 
20-23, Oct. 26-30 and Nov. 2-6. Team fi-

nals for this is-
land will be Sat-
urday, Nov. 13. 
Individual finals 
will be Saturday, 
Nov. 20.

Cheerlead-
ing, with Head 
Coach Carma 
Hanshew is also 
underway.

Ka‘ū Coffee Trail 
Runs, a major fundrais-
er for the community 
group ‘O Kaʻū Kākou, 
drew 151 participants in 
September to Ka‘ū Cof-
fee Mill and the courses 
through macadamia and 
coffee orchards into the 
rainforest.

Race directing Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run 
during Covid is rewarding and challenging, 
according to Kelly Muragin, of Hawai‘i Is-
land Racers. She directed 5K, 
10K, Half Marathon and 50K 
races on Saturday, Sept. 18, 
on behalf of co-organizers ‘O 
Ka‘ū Kākou and Kaʻū Coffee 
Mill.

Muragin shared a story 
about two boys from Kaʻū 
entering the 5K. “These two 
brothers who attend school in Kaʻū never 
ran a mile growing up. Basketball is their 
sport. Two days before the race, they de-
cided to enter the 5K and 
managed to finish top five 
in the Mens 19 and under! 
The joy and happiness that 
were expressed by the boys 
and their ‘Ohana warmed 
my heart!” She said they 
seemed inspired to join the Cross Country 
running team at their school, under new 
coach David Wells, of Honu‘apo.

Regarding her role as race director, 
Muragin said: “Race directing during this 
time of the pandemic has been pretty tricky. 
There have been a lot of uncertainties but 
having an open mind and the willingness to 
be flexible certainly helps. In order to host 
any type of event, a ‘County of Hawai‘i 
special event Covid Exemption permit’ is 
required. The permit must be reviewed by 
the County of Hawai‘i and Civil Defense. 
For Hawai‘i Island Racers, this process be-
gan in March of 2021.

“Whenever Mayor 
Mitch Roth put forth a 
new proclamation, I sub-
mitted a new permit re-
quest. Each one having 
stricter rules. I followed 
a strict Covid mitigation 
plan for everyone’s pro-
tection. With that being 

said, there were a lot of modifications to 
this year’s event.  

“One requirement was that masks 
were required to be worn for the entire 

time before and after the run. 
In fact, they had to leave it on 
for the first 200 meters. They 
were allowed to remove it but 
it had to be replaced as soon 
as they crossed the finish line. 
The second requirement was 
that the runners had to start 
in waves of 10. No more than 

10 could enter the staging area at a time. 
There was also a 15-minute pause in be-
tween each of the four distances. A new 

50K/31-mile distance was 
added this year. That took a 
lot of planning but the ultra 
runners really appreciated it.

“I've received only posi-
tive feedback on the event. A 
lot of them told me that even 

with the strict rules, they didn't mind. They 
were extremely happy to be running out-
doors again. Being born and raised on the 
Big Island, it meant a lot to me to be able to 
hold an event locally, one that supports the 
community of Kaʻū. I know many of the 
participants stayed, made it a weekend at 
condos and Airbnbs in the area. I hoped it 
generated some business for the weekend. 
There were two food vendors at the Mill, 
both residents of Kaʻū. Everyone enjoyed 
their food!

“I’m pleased that Mayor Roth sup-
ported an event to allow the community to 
get out and enjoy an event in the most spec-

tacular place on the Big Island. There isn't 
a more beautiful course on the Big Island 
than the Kaʻū Coffee Mill. OKK members 
and Kaʻū Coffee Mill Manager Lou Dani-
elle and the Kaʻū Coffee Mill crew were of 
tremendous help.”

Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Runs’ results for the 
four races during the sunny Saturday:

The Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run 50K 
(31.0686 miles) was held for the first time 
in Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs’ seven-year his-

KA‘U SPORTS REPORT

Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run, pg. 7

The race begins with masks on and staggered starts at Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs Sept. 18.
Photo by Mikey Brown

Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run Launches New Runners & 50K

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run Race Director Kelly Muragin, with Christian and Benjamin Ogle, two of Kaʻū’s 
top 5K finishers in the Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs at Kaʻū Coffee Mill on Sept. 18.  Photo by Mikey Brown

Ka‘ū High School Trojans Kick Off Fall Sports Season

Football Head Coach 
DuWayne Ke

Girls Volleyball Head Coach 
Josh Ortega

Bowling Head Coach 
Hi‘i Lapera

Cross Country Head 
Coach David Wells

Cheerleading Head Coach 
Carma Hanshew
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KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH 
The founder of Food Ingredient and Health Research 

Institute, a resident of Kaʻū, has announced the first recipi-
ent of the Food Ingredient Safety Specialist training award 
for Kaʻū High School. Renee Dufault, PhD said the 2021-

Kaʻū Student Trains to become Food Ingredients Safety Specialist
2022 school year is the first year the fellowship 
award is offered to Kaʻū High School students.           

“Congratulations go to Collin Hanshew, 
a motivated junior, who hopes to learn more 

about food ingredient 
safety,” said Dufault. 
“Collin will par-
ticipate in a rigorous 
training program that 
will enable him to sit 
for the Food Ingredi-
ent Safety Specialist 
exam at the end of 
the Fall semester. In 
addition to complet-
ing the training pro-
gram, Collin will design an educational tool for teaching his peers about 
the allowable contaminants in the food supply and their role in creating 
conditions for disease. The work Collin produces will encourage us to 
reflect on, and deepen, our understanding of highly processed foods.”

Dufault said that demand for certified Food Ingredient Safety Spe-
cialists is expected to increase as healthcare providers become aware of 
new recommendations for diagnosing and treating children with autism 
and ADHD. These recommendations were published by Dufault and 
her research team in July 2021 in the World Journal of Methodology, 
which is indexed by PubMed at the National Library of Medicine.

DuFault noted that “recommendations come after extensive clini-
cal trial work and many years of model refinement.” The original gene-
environment model was published by Dufault in the Behavioral and 
Brain Functions journal in 2009, refined in 2012 (Clinical Epigenetics 
Journal, Dufault et al.) and finalized after extensive, worldwide clinical 
trial work in 2021 (World Journal of Methodology).

The title of the new recommendations article is Connecting inor-
ganic mercury and lead measurements in blood to dietary sources of 
exposure that may impact child development.

Dufault said that ADHD and autism have been shown to be condi-
tions of heavy metal toxicity resulting from gene-environment interac-
tions, the overconsumption of processed foods, and nutritional deficits 
occurring prenatally, after birth, and during childhood. Many food in-
gredients (e.g., certified food colors, some preservatives, corn sweeten-

Collin Hanshew who will learn to be a Food Safety 
Ingredient Specialist from Dr. Renee Dufualt.

Ka‘ū Student, pg. 10
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tory. Patrick Stover wins it in 4 hours, 38 minutes and 52.1 
seconds. A spokesperson for Nutrex Hawai‘i and BioAs-
tin, Stover also led the 30-39 age group. Second is Sergio 
Florian in 4:49:24.4. He led the 40-49 age group. Third 
overall is top female finisher Mele Demill in 5:31:36.2. 
She led the 30-39 female age group. Fourth is Ryan Co-
chran in 5:42.20.5. Fifth overall is second women's finish-
er Bree Wee, who also led the women's 40-49 age group. 
She finished in 5:49:38.3.  All of the female finishers were 
between 30 and 49 years of age. All the men's finishers 
were between 30 and 69 years of age.

For Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs' Half Marathon, David 
Collier is the overall winner in one hour, 47 minutes and 51 
seconds. He also led the 30 - 39 men's age group. Second 
is Daniel Hill, who led the 40-49 age group in 1:53:15.9. 
Third is Todd Marohnic, who led the 60-69 age group in  
1:53:40.1. Todd Wagner finishes fourth overall and second 
in the 40-49 age group in 1:58:54.7.  The 50-59 men's age 
group is taken by Shawn Misheler in 2:13:30.7. The 70 
plus mens race goes to Joe Loschiavo in 5:43:56. No men 
under 30 finished the race.

In the women’s Half-Marathon, Sierra Ponthier, with 
1:59:50.2, takes the title. She led the 20-29 age group. 
Laura Ankrum takes second in 2:07:35.2, and led the 40-
49 age group. Amy Young is third in 2:09:40.9, and led 
the 30-39 age group. Marta Camproni comes in fourth, in 
2:10:28.2. Female winner of the 50-59 age group is Mi-
chelle Suber, with 2:24:31.4. Female winner of the 60-
69 age group is Sandy Keith in 4:03.23.1. There were no 
women in the race over 70 years of age.

For Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs 10K, John Benner is the 
overall winner in 38:02.8. He also led the 20-19 men's age 
group. Second in the men’s is Patrick Baker in 48:59.0. 
He also led the 40-49 mens age group. Third in men's is 

Chris Poerstel in 51:54.4. He also led the 30-39 age group. 
Fourth is Jacob Head in 53.41.4. Male winner in the 50-59 
age group is Danny Guerpo in 54.42.4. Men’s winner in 
the 60-69 age group is Ricardo Barbarti 1:43:25.6. Male 
winner in the 70 plus age group is Kevin Kunz in 2:08:04.

In the women’s 10K, Kendra Ignacio wins the title in 
59:45.3. She also led the 50-59 female age group. Second 
is Laura Birse in 1:00:49.7. She also led the 40-49 age 
group. Third is Julie Sheele, taking second in the 40-49 
age group. Fourth is Michelle Young, also taking third 
in the 40-49 age group. Female winner for the 30-39 age 
group is Melissa Kunz in 1:14:49.8.

For the 60-69 female age group, Dawn Tillery takes 
the title in 1:10:16.8. The 19 and under female category 
sees Jordan Avilla take the race in 1:18:29.8. There were 
no female racers over 70.

For Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs 5K, Parker Smith is the 

overall winner, in 21:25.7. He also led the 19 and under 
men's age group. Second in the men’s is Kyle Ignacio, also 
coming in second in the 19 and under male age group. 
Third is Joe Barcia in 24.10.4. He led the 50-59 mens age 
group. Fourth is Cody Smith in 25:39. He was third in the 
19 and under group. in the Men’s 40-49 age group, Justin 
Denny is the winner in 26:35.9. In the 60-69 age group, 
Richard Gillingwater is the winner in 31:07.3. There were 
no male runners between the ages of 20 and 40 and none 
over 70.

In the women’s 5K, Megan Denny wins in 28:06.2. 
She also led the 40-49 female age group. Second in the 
women’s is Hina Barcia, in 30:37.6. She led the 20-29 
female age group. Third is Tracie Brewere in 30:51.1. 
She is second in the 40-49 age group. Fourth is Christi-
na Rasmussen in 31:42.9, third in the 40-49 age group. 
Winning the 19 and under age group is Elaina Head in 
34:24.4. Winning the 30 to 29 age group is Amy McDavid 
in 34:39.3. Winning the 50-59 age group is Louann Griego 
in 36:23.1. Winning the 60-69 age group is Barbara An-
derson in 39:27.6. There were no female runners over 70.

See all the results from Timing is Everything at https://
www.webscorer.com/race?raceid=254382. The race was 
produced by OKK, Kaʻū Coffee Mill and Hawai‘i Island 
Racers.

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run, from pg. 5

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run racers make a turn after running through macadamia orchards above Kaʻū Coffee Mill.  Photo by Mikey Brown 

Challenging middle and high school youth, Congress-
man Kai Kahele urges students to learn how to code and 
create their own applications. He announced in late Sep-
tember that his office is hosting the 2021 Congressional 
App Challenge, the most prestigious prize in student com-
puter science. Deadline to enter is Nov. 1. See and listen 
to Kahele’s message to students at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=5N1TtkX4Low.

Kahele said, “To maintain American competitiveness, 
we must invest in our youth now and help them acquire 
valuable skills in computer science and STEM education. 
The Congressional App Challenge empowers students to 
pursue these valuable skills and recognizes them for their 
efforts. I strongly encourage students of all skill levels to 
participate and learn how to create their own apps.”

Congressional App Challenge winners from Hawaiʻi’s 

Second Congressional District, which includes all of Ka‘ū, 
will be selected and honored by the Congressman. Win-
ning apps may be featured on display in the U.S. Capitol 
building, on the U.S. House of Representatives website 
and on the Congressional App Challenge website.

Congress created the CAC to recognize STEM and 
computer-based skills as essential for economic growth 
and innovation. By some estimates, the U.S. may be short 
by as many as 1 million programmers in 2021, said Kahele.

The CAC accepts computer programs (or apps) writ-
ten in any programming language, for any platform (desk-
top/PC, web, mobile, raspberry Pi, etc.). The competition 
is open to all students who meet the eligibility require-
ments, regardless of coding experience. Students can reg-
ister and submit their applications until Nov. 1.

The CAC focuses on inclusivity and making the Chal-
lenge as accessible as possible to people from all back-
grounds. For further information about the Congressional 
App Challenge, visit www.CongressionalAppChallenge.
us or contact the Office of Congressman Kahele at (808) 
746-6220.

Congressman Kahele Challenges Youth to Create Own Apps
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Māmane
Sophora chrysophylla  

by Jodie Rosam
“Uhiuhi lau māmane ka wai o Kapāpala”
Covered with māmane leaves is the water of Kapāpala   
--ʻŌlelo Noʻeau by Mary Kawena Pukui
Description: Māmane is a drought tolerant Hawaiian endemic in the pea family (Fabaceae) 

found on all of the main Hawaiian Islands except for Niʻihau and Kahoʻolawe. Māmane is 
polymorphic (it can take on many forms), and can grow as a low lying shrub or a tall tree. 
Its small leaves remain bright green even during drought seasons, and the showy yellow 
flowers form as clusters on the ends of branches. Because all trees in a certain area tend 
to bloom at once, it is said that the māmane bloomed in such great quantities that from 
Hilo it would appear that Mauna Kea was adorned in a lei. The winged fruits turn brown 
and woody when the seeds ripen and remain on the tree throughout the year. Seeds can be 
found under the trees and remain viable for extended periods of time. While māmane is fire 
tolerant (seeds will sprout after a burn), the tender seedlings easily succumb to the pres-
sures of grazing by goats and sheep.

Uses: The hard wood was used for pou (house posts) and kaola (beams) up to 2” in diameter, 
for ʻōʻō (digging sticks), ihe (spears), kope (spades), papa hōlua (sled) runners, papa olonā 
(Touchardia latifolia scrapers), ̒ au koʻi (adze handles), and wahie (firewood). Cattle ranch-
ers later used the wood as fence posts, and today it is a great choice for making smoked 
meat. The flowers of māmane were used as an astringent and also in lei, and the small, 
yellow seeds produce an amber color when soaked which can be used as a dye. Kahuna 
nui (high priests) would wrap a piece of māmane wood in dark kapa (cloth) and hold it up 
to symbolize authority.

Habitat: Māmane is found in dry to mesic forests and even subalpine areas, as low as 300 
feet elevation and as high as nearly 11,000 feet on the slopes of Mauna Kea (comprising 
nearly 90% of the diet of the endangered Palila, one of Hawaiʻi’s endemic honeycreepers). 
In Kaʻū, it is abundant throughout Ocean View, and along the highway between Manukā 
and Kahuku and between Kapāpala and Keauhou. Less commonly (but still noteworthy), 
māmane can be found in lower elevation dry forests in kīpuka protected from feral goats.\

Growing and Purchasing: Collect māmane seed pods when they are dark brown in color 
and separate the seeds from the pods. Scarify seeds to increase germination success either 
by dropping them into sub-boiling water and soaking overnight or clipping a small portion 
of the seed coat with nail clippers. Seedlings grow easily, but benefit from regular fertiliza-
tion. Once they are at least six inches tall, plant in a sunny spot and water until they become 
established.

About the artist: Joan Yoshioka says she is a conservationist at heart and 
has dedicated her life to preserving the native plants and animals of Hawaiʻi 
through her work with federal, state, and private organizations over the past 
30+ years. She describes herself as an outdoor-lovin’ optimist, biologist/bota-
nist, and habitual creator of art-stuff. She says the key to our most fundamental 
and truest part of ourselves is found in nature and she con-
stantly draws on it for inspiration.

About the author: Jodie Rosam says she has a deep love for native plants 
and a passion for exploration, with over 15 years of experience in work-
ing in the restoration of Hawaiʻi’s forests. As a mother and an educator, 
she says the next generation has the power to lead the world to a sus-
tainable future, and is committed to teaching her children (and others) 
from a place-based perspective.
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OCEAN VIEW DRIVE IN presents mov-

ies on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Gates open 
at 4 p.m. Once the car park area is full, 
gates will be closed. There will be re-
freshments on sale, such as Thai Grindz, 
popcorn, and candy. No entry or mem-
bership fee; donations accepted. Attend-
ees must join Ocean View Theater Club 
on Facebook. For details, see the Ocean 
View Community Market and Outdoor 
Theater Facebook page. 

GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS for 
Discovery Harbour Golf Course and 
its Clubhouse: The Club offers Social 
Memberships, with future use of the 
clubhouse and current use of the pickle-
ball courts as well as walking and run-
ning on specified areas of the golf course 
before 8 a.m. and after 3 p.m. to enjoy the 
panoramic ocean views. Golf member-
ships range from unlimited play for the 
avid golfer to casual play options. Mem-
bership is required to play and practice 
golf on the course. All golf memberships 
include Social Membership amenities. 
Membership fees are designed to help 
underwrite programs and improvements 
to the facilities. Call 808-731-5122 or 
stop by the Clubhouse during business 
hours, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at 94-1581 
Kaulua Circle. Email clubatdiscovery-
harbour@gmail.com. See The Club at 
Discovery Harbour Facebook page. 

HIKE ONE OF THE MANY OPEN 
TRAILS AND SEE THE LAVA LAKE. 
Drive to the overlooks in Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park at Volcano and Ka-
huku units. See nps.gov/havo.

TAKE A GUIDED WALK THROUGH A 
Nature Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mon-
days, 9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center 
Niʻaulani Campus in Volcano Village. 
No reservations for five or fewer – lim-
ited to ten people. Free; donations ap-
preciated. Email programs@volcano-
artcenter.org. Garden is open to walk 
through at one’s own pace, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. weekdays. volcanoartcenter.org, 
967-8222.

KA’Ū COFFEE FESTIVAL’S VIRTUAL 
PRESENCE is archived at www.kaucof-
fefestival.com. See stories and photos 
of farmers and their orchards, a concert 

Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū
Welcome to Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about Kaʻū’s native plants and 

their moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred habitats, and opportunities to adopt them for steward-
ship. This column seeks to encourage making new plant friends and to reunite with others.

Jodie Rosam

Joan Yoshioka
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Māmane by Joan Yoshioka

and classes and discussions about Ka’ū 
Coffee.

OUTDOOR MARKETS

VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Coo-
per Center, Volcano Village on Sundays. 
6 a.m. to 10 a.m., with much local pro-
duce, baked goods, food to go, island 
beef and Kaʻū Coffee. EBT is used 
for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, formerly Food Stamps. Call 
808-967-7800.

‘O KA’Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, 
open Wednesday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Masks. temperature checks and 
hand sanitizing required, social distanc-
ing enforced. No vaccination proof re-
quired. Contact Sue Barnett, OKK Mar-
ket Manager, at 808-345-9374 (voice or 
text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for more 
and to apply to vend. See facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MAR-
KET, open Saturdays and Wednesdays, 
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., on the corner of 
Kona Drive and Highway 11, where Thai 
Grindz is located. Managed by Mark-
Council. Masks mandatory. 100-person 
limit, social distancing required. Gate 
unlocked for vendors at 5:30 a.m., $15 
dollars, no reservations needed. Parking 
in upper lot only. Vendors must provide 
own sanitizer. Food vendor permits re-
quired. Carpooling encouraged.

OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET open at 
Ocean View makai shopping center, near 
Mālama Market. Hours for patrons are 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Ven-
dor set-up time is 5 a.m. Masks required.

ALOHA FRIDAY MARKETPLACE 
is hosted by Nā’ālehu Main Street on 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the 
grounds of the Old Shirakawa Estate in 
Wai’ōhinu. It features Made in Hawai’i 
Products, Organic Produce, Creative 
Crafts, Art, Flowers & Plants, Food, 
Music, and more. Email AlohaFriday-
Market@gmail.com.

CHURCHES

The Book Shack is open every Wednesday, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. on the Kauahaʻao Congre-
gational Church grounds, located at 95-
1642 Pinao St. in Waiʻōhinu. 
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gational Church. Parking on the lawn 
begins at 10 a.m., with Worship Service 
starting at 10:10 a.m. Face coverings re-
quired when usher comes to vehicle to 
pass out worship bulletin and other ma-
terials, and at the same time, collect any 
offering or gifts the individual(s) would 
like to give, or when leaving vehicles 
for the restroom. Church provides paper 
fans to stay cool. Bring water. Catch the 
live-streamed service at 10:10 a.m. and 
Praise Jam, which runs from 9:15 a.m. to 
9:45 a.m. Service is emailed Sunday af-
ternoon to anyone on the email list. Sign 
up by emailing at dwongyuen.kauahaao-
church@gmail.com or call 928-8039 or 
937-2155.

ST. JUDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN 
OCEAN VIEW celebrates worship out-
doors and online, Services begins at 
9:30 a.m. on Sundays. For those unable 
to meet in person, here is the zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/857986551
14?pwd=QW5YSmQwNFAyWVZud3
QvSVBiNXJ0Zz09.  Meeting ID: 857 
9865 5114; Passcode: Aloha

The Sunday service is also broadcast 
on Facebook through the St. Jude’s 
web page at http://www.stjudesha-
waii.org. The hot showers and food 
events have been canceled until fur-
ther notice.

HEALTH & FITNESS

TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN 
HEALING SERVICES from 
Hui Mālama Ola Nā ‘Ōiwi in-
cluding La’au Lapa’au. Learn 
Ho’oponopono, traditional garden-
ing for healing plants, and Lomilo-
mi. Sign up at HMONO.org/servic-
es. Call 969-9220.

THE MARSHALLESE NEW BEGIN-
NINGS CHURCH has Sunday services 
starting at 5 p.m., as well as Bible studies 
on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on the grounds 
of Ocean View Evangelical Community 
Church. The church is located at 92-
8977 Leilani Circle in Ocean View. For 
further information, contact Pastor Atkin 
Jello at 479-316-9892. 

OCEAN VIEW EVANGELICAL COM-
MUNITY CHURCH holds services on 
Sundays at 10 a.m. In-person services 
follow CDC guidelines and Hawai’i 
mandates by using hand sanitizer, wear-
ing face masks, and practicing social 
distancing. Sermons and additional in-
formation are posted at www.ovevan-
gelicalcommunity.church. Contact 
phone numbers as well as email contact 
information can also be found there. 
The church is located at 92-8977 Leilani 
Circle and the church phone number is 
808-939-9089.

SUNDAY DRIVE-IN WORSHIP is avail-
able at Waiʻōhinu’s Kauahaʻao Congre-

October Calendar, from pg. 8
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ers, food processing chemicals) contain le-
gally allowable levels of inorganic mercury, 
lead and/or arsenic, she said.

Dufault retired early from her posi-
tion at the Food and Drug Administration 
to publish her findings of mercury in high 
fructose corn syrup in 2008. She will serve 
as Collin Henshaw's mentor and trainer.

See more on Dufault's work at http://
foodingredient.info

Ka‘ū Student, from pg. 6

Longtime Nā‘ālehu 
Volunteer Firefighter Lizzie 
Stabo remains at Straub Hos-
pital on O‘ahu after suffering 
extensive burns in a freak ac-
cident while fighting a fire at 
Honu‘apo on Sept. 3. 

Her condition involves 
second and third degree 
burns and skin graphs. Two 
fundraisers are bringing in 
assistance for her care and 
living expenses. Medical ex-
penses are covered through 
being an on-duty firefighter 
when injured.

A Facebook fundraiser 
is sponsored by her longtime 
employer and friend Judy 
Knapp, owner of Flyin’ Ha-
waiian Coffee in Nāʻālehu, who wrote:

“Our friend Liz Stabo was badly 
burned while fighting a brushfire...  She's 
at Straub Hospital on O‘ahu and faces a 
lengthy recovery. She worked for me at 
Flyin’ Hawaiian Coffee for eight years. 
She’s been a volunteer firefighter in Kaʻū 
for over a decade, has worked with Red 
Cross and Team Rubicon, as well as man-
ning Covid test sites in Kaʻū. I feel it's time 
for our community to help Liz.”

Stabo’s daughter Meghann wrote that 
Liz Stabo was in a fire accident while fight-
ing the fire at Honu‘apo. “She fell into an 
imu (a hole in the ground, not a cooking 

imu) that had burning embers 
in it. She went in up to her 
chest, burning both legs, her 
arm and hand...Thankfully 
she was with a great crew who 
worked quickly and efficiently 
to get her help.”

Liz’s daughter said that 
“Uncle Ron Ebert is pray-
ing, and I'm praying. Can I 
ask that if you are a praying 
person, blanket my mom in 
your prayers over the next 
while, please? Pray for heal-
ing, strength, for her pain, for 
her Dr.’s, and paramedics in-
volved and those going back 
to the fire.”

Liz Stabo was transported 
to Kaʻū Hospital and to Hilo 

and then onto a life flight to Straub on 
O‘ahu.

The Fire Captain for Nāʻālehu, Ron 
Ebert, said, Stabo “is a dedicated, faithful 
firefighter. She has burns over 30 percent 
of her body. It happened at Honu‘apo, 
where she fell into a puka that had burning 
embers. At the time of the freak accident, 
she was helping pull a hose out to a lot of 
smoke and flames. Another fire captain 
pulled her from the fire and piggybacked 
her out.”

Ebert said, “For the Company 11 med-

ic and staff and Kaʻū Hospital - Lizzie has 
nothing but praise for all of them.” Ebert 
noted that the county Fire Chief and Depu-
ty Fire Chief came to the Kaʻū Hospital to 
visit with Stabo before she was transferred. 
Ebert said, “She’s in good spirits. She's a 
giver for the community. It's time for the 
community to give a little back to her.” He 
said he also hopes the county will help out 
since the volunteers and county firefighters 
work as a team to fight fires.

Stabo said one skin graft covers the 
lower half of her right leg. She described 
her care at Straub Hospital in Honolulu as 
excellent and said the founder of the burn 
unit is her surgeon. “I’m very blessed he 
was on call the day I was brought in.”

Stabo also thanked Hawai‘i County 
Fire Department, saying it “has been amaz-
ing with any and everything needed, so 
grateful.” Stabo’s hospital stay, in the ster-
ile burn unit where few visitors can go, is 
to exceed a month, perhaps two.  

Connect to the fundraisers to read more 
about Stabo’s recovery and her gratefulness 
for all who support her. See https://www.
facebook.com/donate/379759600195220/. 

See another effort to raise funds for 
Stabo at https://www.gofundme.com/f/
help-lizzy-recover, launched by Stabo's 
daughter Meghann Proue, who shared her 
own gratefulness for all the community 
support that Lizzie Stabo has received. 

Fundraiser: Volunteer Firefighter Liz Stabo Suffers Serious Burns

Volunteer firefighter and 
all-around community vol-
unteer Lizzie Stabo suffered 
burns while fighting a fire at 
Honu‘apo. See fundraisers on 
gofundme and facebook. 

Lizzie Stabo on a parade day, with her firefighter colleagues. Photo from Meghan Proue

Hele-On is supplementing the school 
bus system to help middle and 
high school students reach 
campuses and return home. 
Students on Hawaiʻi island 
who live near existing Hawaiʻi 
County Hele-On bus routes will be able 
to travel to and from campus by way of a 
monthly pass. 

Hawai‘i County said in a statement 
that it will help alleviate student transpor-

Hele-On Supplements School Buses
tation issues on Hawaiʻi Island caused by 

a shortage of school bus drivers 
and routes. John Andoh, Interim 
Mass Transit Administrator, 
said, “When parents contacted 
Hele-On looking for alternatives 

to getting their child to and from school, 
we immediately contacted DOE to see how 
we can help within the existing design of 
the Hele-On transit system. We also recent-
ly launched the new routes as designed in 
the 2018 adopted Transit and Multi-Modal 
Transportation Plan which provides more 
access to DOE schools, island-wide with 
more routes and more frequency.”

Mayor Mitch Roth said, “Ensuring 
adequate and equitable access to education 
for all our keiki is necessary to ensuring a 

Hele On, pg. 11
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A tiny house for a family of one or 
two could be available on a lot owned by 
Habitat for Humanity Hawai‘i Island in 
Ocean View. The 208 sq. ft. home would 
otherwise be placed on land owned by the 
winning applicants. The tiny house was 
donated by two families whose teenagers 
decided to build a tiny home for a small 
family in need.

Teens JC and Nikki Littlefield, and 
Caleb Jernigan took on the tiny home 
build after learning how many homeless 
people are on the island. They encouraged 
their families to help construct and donate 
the tiny house to Habitat, which pointed 
out that it was a major undertaking.

According to Habitat, “With the guid-
ance from Stephen Goss and Chad Unrein, 
co-owners of Mockingbird Tiny Homes, 
and after hundreds of hours of sweat eq-
uity by the teens, their friends and fam-
ily, the 208 sq. ft home is completed and 
will soon help a family realize their own 
dream of owning a home.”  

A statement from their moms, Sandy 
Littlefield and Tanya Jernigan, said, “We 
couldn’t be prouder of our kids and all 
the people that assisted them. The build 
project helped put our lives into perspec-
tive coming out of Covid. They definitely 
gained practical life skills, but more im-
portantly a whole new level of appre-
ciation for having a good roof over their 
heads.”

The partnership that would make an 
applicant a homeowner includes complet-
ing approved pre and post sweat equity of 

at least 250 hours. Interested residents of 
Hawai‘i Island can take a virtual tour of 
the tiny house at habitathawaiiisland.org

Qualifications for those interested 
include:

The applicants must be Hawai‘i Island 
residents in need of a permanent home for 
up to a two-person household. Applicant 
must have a stable income and a reason-
able credit history, with no outstanding 
judgments. The applicants must also have 
adequate income to cover taxes, utili-
ties, insurance and maintenance expenses 
as well as the mortgage payment. Gross 
earnings must be between 30 percent and 

80 percent of current US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development me-
dian income. That income for this island, 
for a household of one, must be between  
$18,000-$47,950. For a household of two 
the income must be $20,600-$54,800. 

Habitat will request verification of fi-
nancial information. Habitat will take into 
consideration income for everyone in the 
household. 

The applicant must have land or agree 
to live on a lot in Ocean View currently 
owned by Habitat.

For an application, contact Family 
Services Manager Jane Mireles at (808) 

331-8010 ext 110 or at jane.mireles@
habitathawaiiisland.org or Family Servic-
es Coordinator Adrienne Eisele at (808) 
217-9542 or at adrienne.eisele@habita-
thawaiiisland.org. Deadline to apply is 
Sunday, Oct. 31.

Habitat for Humanity Hawai‘i Island 
is an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity In-
ternational, a global, non-profit housing 
ministry. Habitat for Humanity Hawai‘i 
Island works with families in need to 
build a safe and affordable place that they 
can call home. Habitat Hawai‘i Island is 
volunteer driven, and relies on donations 
to help its partner families.

Habitat for Humanity Offers Tiny Home on Lot in Ocean View

Interior of the tiny home, built and donated by 
teens and families to Habitat.

Photo from Habitat for Humanity Hawai‘i Island

Teens, their moms and friends built a tiny home to give to Habitat for Humanity for a small family in 
need, with the possibility of the house going on a Habitat lot in Ocean View. Applications are open until 
Oct. 31.   Photo from Habitat for Humanity Hawai‘i Island

vibrant and sustainable Hawaiʻi Island for 
generations to come. That is why we are 
excited to be able to partner with the DOE 
to provide county resources make sure that 
no keiki is left behind.”

Eligibility is available to all middle/

intermediate and high school students on 
Hawaiʻi island for whom seats on existing 
school bus routes are not available, stu-
dents eligible under Hawaii Administrative 
Rule §8-27-5; and students who qualify 
for free transportation. Those who do not 
qualify for free transportation will be re-

quired to pay the $72 quarterly bus pass 
fee, which will include Hele-On bus passes 
for three months (value of $135).

Parents interested in this new partner-
ship can access the bus pass for students: 

Submit a school bus application to the 
school office or online via eTrition. A stu-
dent’s ID number is needed to apply online.

If a child’s application was previously 
approved and put on a waitlist, parents can 

contact the school to request 
a Hele-On bus pass. After 
the school reviews the ap-
plication, parents will be 
notified if the application 
has been approved. It takes 
approximately two weeks to 
receive the student Hele-On 
bus pass.

To learn more about 
how to ride Hele-On and 
the routes and schedules, 

visit heleonbus.
org. Schedules 
and route maps 
are available on-
line or by calling 
(808) 961-8744, 
option 1, and can 
also be picked up 
at Moʻoheau Bus 
Terminal at 329 
Kamehameha Ave-
nue, Hilo, Monday 
– Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Hele On, from pg. 10
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ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY IN KA‘U
One hundred million trees will be 

secured in Hawai‘i by 2030 by planting, 
growing and restoration. That's according 
to State of Hawai‘i that made its pledge in 
September, in concert with the World Eco-
nomic Forum initiative, One Trillion Trees. 

The One Trillion Trees pledge aims 
to make trees front and center in the re-
moval of carbon from the atmosphere and 
the combating global warming. The State 
of Hawai'i  made the pledge in a video an-
nouncement by Gov. David Ige on inter-
nationally streamed Global Citizen Live 
events in Los Angeles and New York.

The lead agency for securing 100 mil-
lion trees in Hawai‘i will be the state De-
partment of Land & Natural Resources, 
with support from the state Department of 
Defense and Department of Transportation.

The pledge is to plant, conserve or re-
store 10 million trees a year in Hawai‘i for 
the next decade.

Board of Land & Natural Resources 
Chair Suzanne Case said, “Forest carbon 

projects withdraw carbon dioxide (CO2), 
the greenhouse gas largely responsible for 
global climate change, and stores it in trees 
or other biomass. The actions planned until 
the end of this decade will contribute to our 
net-negative carbon goal. Already we’ve 
seen progress. In 2017 Hawai‘i forests se-
questered 2.69 metric tons of CO2 and our 
continuing challenge and pledge is to in-
crease this by 2030.”

DLNR announced seven action areas: 
Protect existing forests; conserve private 
land through legal protections; plant trees 
to restore existing forest lands; plant trees 
to reclaim unused rural lands where forests 
used to exist; plant trees to advance agro-
forestry; plant trees in urban areas and fa-
cilitate natural regeneration.

State Department of Defense Adju-
tant General Kenneth Hara said, “DOD is 
pledging to plant 1,200 trees annually and 
is proud to be part of this global initiative.”

World Economic Forum announced 
that it has received support for its One Tril-

lion Trees initiative from countries, NGOs 
and companies, with commitments for 2.5 
billion trees, as of Sept. 23. See more at 
1t.org where the organizers explain:  

“Healthy and resilient trees and forests 
are one part of the efforts needed to combat 
climate change. Studies have shown trees 
can reduce urban heat island effects by up 
to 5°C and energy costs by $7.8 billion a 
year. Globally, sustainable management of 
forests could create $230 billion in business 
opportunities and 16 million jobs world-

wide by 2030. From a health perspective, 
trees absorb 17.4 million tons of air pol-
lutants a year, helping to prevent 670,000 
cases of asthma and other acute respiratory 
symptoms annually. The chance of extreme 
wildfires occurring also decreases dramati-
cally when forests are managed properly 
by, for example, growing specially-select-
ed tree species in burned areas and using 
novel planting techniques for resilience to 
future wildfires.”

State of Hawai‘i Promises to Secure 100 Million Trees

State of Hawai‘i set a net-negative carbon goal and plans to plant, grow and restore to secure 100 mil-
lion trees by 1030.   Photo from One Trillion Trees Initiative

and will organize an intercessional meet-
ing for the week of Oct. 18, 2021. Several 
Council members expressed their dismay 
at the low catch limit alternatives and the 
potential fishery closure. Archie Soliai, 
Council chair and director of the American 
Samoa Department of Marine and Wildlife 
Resources, said the extra time would allow 
him time to consult with the governor on 
the coordinated management of the bot-
tomfish fishery in territorial and federal 
waters.

“We carefully balance the economic 
development aspirations with sustainable 
management of the bottomfish resource 
based on available scientific information,” 
said Soliai. The territory is working with 
local communities to develop a Territo-
rial Bottomfish Fishery Management Plan 
that is in line with Fa‘asamoa, the Samoan 
identity and way of living.

Howard Dunham, Council member 
from American Samoa and president of the 
American Samoa Alia Fishing Association, 
said, “Fishing is how we keep in touch 
with Fa‘asamoa…our God-given right and 

our way of feeding our communities,” 
“We need to revive our alia fleet in-

stead of further marginalizing a small un-
derserved fishing community. Some alia 
still use wooden reels because modern reels 
are expensive.” The territory has a popula-
tion of approximately 58,000 people, with 
more than 54 percent living in poverty.

The Council requested that the NMFS 
Stock Assessment Program separate the 
shallow- and deepwater-bottomfish into 
separate stock complexes in its next assess-
ment. The Council also requested that the 
data workshop sharing information with 
the American Samoa fishing communities 
currently planned for November 2021 be 
held in-person.

The Council manages federal fisheries 
operating in waters offshore of the State of 
Hawai‘i, the Territories of American Sa-
moa and Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) and the 
U.S. Pacific Remote Islands Areas. It man-
ages thousands of species under five Fishery 
Ecosystem Plans: American Samoa FEP; 
Hawai‘i FEP; Mariana FEP; PRIA FEP; and 
Pelagic FEP.

Cultural Honu Hunting, from pg. 1
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Covid case numbers declined state-
wide and reached zero new cases in 14 
days for the Pāhala zip code during at least 
five days at the end of September. Nāʻālehu 
and Volcano zip codes registered ten or 
less cases and Ocean View 50 or fewer. 
Statewide the positivity rate dropped to 4 
percent.

Covid deaths, however, were high 
throughout the state and Lt. Gov. Josh 
Green, MD, a former physician at Kaʻū  

Hospital, said that despite lower hospi-
talization and positivity rates, "we will 
continue to see deaths from Covid as it is 
what we call a ‘lagging indicator.’ Please 
stay safe and continue to take care of one 
another."

He encouraged more vaccinations and 
noted that Hawai‘i became the first state to 
reach 90 percent of eligible adults, 18 and 
older, to have initiated vaccination.

Green also pointed to the availability 

of Pfizer booster vaccines for those who 
completed the series at least six months 
ago. He said the lower case count and few-
er hospitalizations are “a good sign that we 
are headed in the right direction.”

Covid vaccines are available at 
Kaʻū Hospital's Rural Health Clinic, 
Longs Drugs in Pāhala and at Bay Clinic 
in Nāʻālehu, as well as special events 
throughout Kaʻū .

Covid Cases Decline, Vaccines Still Encouraged

Booster shots for Pfizer Covid vaccine 
recipients are now available throughout 
the island, according to Kaʻū Hos-
pital's sister facility Hilo Medical 
Center. Spokesperson Elena Ca-
batu reported that the U.S. Center 
for Disease Control & Prevention 
recommends that first and sec-
ond doses have priority over any 
booster doses.

“The best way to protect 
Hawai‘i families and communi-
ties is to ensure that unvaccinated 
Hawai‘i residents complete their 
primary vaccine series,” said 
Cabatu.

State Department of Health 
recommends vaccination provid-
ers give priority for boosters to 
individuals age 65 and older and 
individuals age 50-64 with under-
lying medical conditions. 

“The CDC’s strongest recom-

mendations were to provide boosters to 
these groups, as waning immunity in these 

populations puts them at highest risk for 
severe illness.” As supply allows, provid-

ers should consider booster doses 
for additional populations recom-
mended by the CDC, reports DOH.

Cabatu noted that while DOH 
recommends individuals 65 and 
older and those 50-64 with under-
lying conditions be given priority, 
other groups are also eligible to 
receive booster shots and should 
be accommodated as vaccine allo-
cation allows. They are individuals 
age 18-49 with underlying medi-
cal conditions, based on individual 
benefits and risks; and those age 18-
64 and at high risk for occupational 
or institutional exposure, based on 
individual benefits and risks.

Pfizer vaccine recipients un-
sure if they qualify for a booster 
should check with their healthcare 
provider.

Pfizer Booster Shots for COVID Available
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KA PEPA VOLCANO

Volcano School of Arts & Sciences’ 
new campus is receiving $15 million from 
the State of Hawai‘i with a completion 
date expected to be in July 2023. Gov. 
David Ige announced in late September 
release of the funding “to finance the con-
struction of the entire campus of The Vol-
cano School of Arts and Sciences.”

The Volcano School website says: 

“After many years of community input, 
planning and fundraising, Volcano School 
of Arts & Science is excited to announce 
that we will soon break ground on our 
new campus!”

The website also stated, “The Volca-
no School of Arts & Sciences (VSAS) is 
building a much-needed new campus on 
the 3.35 acre Keakealani site on Haunani 
Road, where our middle school is current-
ly housed. The Keakealani Site Plan was 
designed by Boone Morrison Architects, 
Inc. and adopted by the Friends of VSAS 
and the VSAS Governing Board on Octo-
ber 6, 2016.

“The Design Concept reflects our 
learning village surrounding a center piko 
courtyard for gathering, outdoor learn-
ing, and play. Included in this plan are 
16 classrooms including arts and culture 
classrooms, 2 STEAM labs, indoor and 
outdoor ‘breakout’ spaces for small group 
learning activities, garden areas, covered 
walkways, a multi-purpose center large 
enough for all school assemblies and 

community events, a commercial kitchen, 
and an administrative building.

“Reflecting our commitment to en-
vironmental responsibility and steward-
ship, the master plan incorporates solar 
electricity, solar hot water, radiant floor 
heating, effective use of natural light and 
air flow, and the employment of local and 

renewable resources. This campus design 
provides adequate teaching space, maxi-
mizes open play space, and preserves the 
existing two-story Keakealani school 
house.”

Learn more about The Volcano 
School of the Arts & Sciences at www.
volcanoschool.net.

Governor Releases $15M to Fund Volcano School Campus

The Keakealani campus for Volcano School of Arts & Sciences will soon be under construction.
Design by Boone Morrison

Volcano Art Center displays a new 
collection of pastel paintings by Hawaiʻi 
Island’s revered portrait artist Kathy 
Long. The exhibit titled Hoʻokupu fea-
tures 13 pastel paintings, nine of them 
never seen before. The exhibition opens 
to the public Saturday, Oct. 2 and contin-

Kathy Long Reveals New Pastels at Ho‘okupu Exhibit
ues through Sunday, Nov. 7 daily from 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. at Volcano Art Center Gal-
lery in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. 
The exhibit can also be viewed online at 
www.volcanoartcenter.org

The artist said the collection on dis-
play for the Hoʻokupu exhibition is a trib-
ute, “my gift to the beauty that is Kīlauea, 
Mauna Loa and the people who cherish it.      
“In the middle of the ocean lies a treasure 
of unique beauty. Hawaiʻi Volcanoes Na-
tional Park runs from the mountains to 
the sea, an ever changing environment, 
an evolving tapestry of forest, barren rock 
desert and restless shores. It was here, in 
October of 1982, that I first experienced 
hula kahiko, or ancient hula, down on the 
floor of the Kīlauea caldera, by the fire 
pit, Halemaʻumaʻu. The combination of 
the artistry that I witnessed and the en-
vironment of Kīlauea itself left an indel-
ible mark on my spirit and I have painted 
paintings of the Hawaiian culture and the 
park, for 39 years.”

Since 1982, Long has called the Big 
Island “home” once again. Daughter of 
well-known artist Mary Koski, she lived 
in Hilo until she was eight. Her family 
moved to the U.S. Mainland and later to 
Europe, where she graduated from one 
of the oldest schools in Scandinavia, and 
made her debut at the highly respected 
Waino Aaltonen Museum in Finland. That 

exhibit was the first of 13 one-woman 
shows in Europe, followed by many more 
in the U.S. mainland and Hawai‘i, includ-
ing two past shows at Volcano Art Center.

In 1979, Long and her art historian 
husband Bertil moved to Houston, Texas 
to open a highly successful fine arts gal-
lery. In 1982 they moved to Waimea where 
Bertil was curator of Richard Smart’s art 
collection at Parker Ranch until 2000.

Kathy Long’s drawings have been re-
produced in countless publications as well 
as on the 2001 and 2002 Merrie Monarch 
Festival posters. She works from images 
she has photographed and then painstak-
ingly and patiently imbues them with her 
love and respect for her subjects to cre-
ate sensitive and exquisitely beautiful 
drawings.

The artist explains, “Volcano is a 
place of great energy and fuels people’s 
creativity. The Volcano Art Center has 
given people a place to showcase their 
artwork and a place for the world to view 
them. I have named this show Hoʻokupu 
(To Pay Tribute). I pay tribute to this 
beautiful and amazing place, and to the 
people and the culture who nurture and 
tend it.  May this show be my blessing, 
my gift.”

Long will be present at VAC gallery 
on Sundays, Oct. 3 and 24. Those wish-
ing to meet the artist are welcome to VAC 
gallery for the special opportunity to talk 
story with the artist from 11 a.m. -1 p.m.

Mandatory mask wearing and social 
distancing protocol are observed within 
VAC Gallery. For more information, visit 
www.volcanoartcenter.org or contact 
VAC Gallery Manager Emily C. Weiss at 
(808) 967-8222 or gallery@volcanoart-
center.org.

Reach More People

Contact us for rates and space 
reservation

808-928-6471 or 
email: mahalo@aloha.net

Gov. David Ige announced the release of $15 
million for construction of the entire campus of 
Volcano School of Arts & Sciences. 

Design by Boone Morrison

A portrait for the Ho‘okupu Exhibition by Kathy 
Long.
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Volcano. As SO2 is released from the sum-
mit, it will react in the atmosphere to create 
the visible haze known as vog (volcanic 
smog) that has been observed downwind 
of Kīlauea. 

“Vog creates the potential for air-
borne health hazards to residents and visi-
tors, damages agricultural crops and other 
plants, and affects livestock. For more in-
formation on gas hazards at the summit of 
Kīlauea, see: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/pub-
lication/fs20173017. Vog information can 
be found at https://vog.ivhhn.org/. 

“Additional hazards include Pele's 
hair and other lightweight volcanic glass 
fragments from the lava fountains that will 
fall downwind of the fissure vents and dust 
the ground within a few hundred meters 
(yards) of the vent (s). Strong winds may 
waft lighter particles to greater distances. 
Residents should minimize exposure to 
these volcanic particles, which can cause 
skin and eye irritation. 

“Other significant hazards also re-
main around Kīlauea caldera from 
Halemaʻumaʻu crater wall instability, 
ground cracking, and rockfalls that can be 
enhanced by earthquakes within the area 
closed to the public. This underscores the 
extremely hazardous nature of Kīlauea 
caldera rim surrounding Halemaʻumaʻu 
crater, an area that has been closed to the 
public since late 2007,” said the statement 
from HAVO. 

Stay informed about Kīlauea by fol-
lowing volcano updates and tracking cur-
rent monitoring data on the HVO web 
page https://www.usgs.gov/volcanoes/
kilauea/volcano-updates or by signing up 
to receive updates by email at  https://vol-
canoes.usgs.gov/vns2/. 

Ahead of the USGS announcement on 
the day the eruption started, Hawai‘i Vol-

Kīlauea, from pg. 1

New Eruption, from pg. 16

An image of the new Kīlauea summit fissure eruption within Halema‘uma‘u crater taken at approximately 4:15 p.m. on Sept. 29. This photo, taken from the 
western rim of Halema‘uma‘u, shows large amounts of volcanic gas—primarily water vapor (H2O), carbon dioxide (CO2), and sulfur dioxide (SO2)— which 
are continuously released during eruptions of Kīlauea volcano. High levels of volcanic gases are the primary hazard of concern, as this hazard can have far-
reaching effects down-wind.    USGS photo by D. Downs.

canoes National Park spokesperson Jes-
sica Ferracane told The Associated Press 
that a colleague reported lava spatter and 
glow in Halema‘uma‘u. “He saw that from 
Volcano House, which is at least two miles 
away from the eruption site, so I suspect … 
we’ll be able to see a pretty glow, and who 
knows what else.” 

Ledge) and other overlooks along Crater 
Rim Trail. The park remains open 24 hours 
a day, and the public is reminded to stay 
safe by following these precautions:  
• Maintain social distance of six feet 

from others, and wear a mask to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. If you are 
sick, please visit another day.  

• Volcanic eruptions can be hazard-
ous and change at any time. Stay on 
marked trails and overlooks, and avoid 
earth cracks and cliff edges. Do not en-
ter closed areas.

• Hazardous volcanic gases are billow-
ing out the crater and present a danger 
to everyone, especially people with 
heart or respiratory problems, infants, 
young children and pregnant women.  

• Slow down, and drive safely. Expect 
long waits for parking spaces at popu-
lar vantage points like Uēkahuna (for-
merly the Jaggar Museum).  

• At 1,219 meters, (4,000 feet), the sum-
mit of Kīlauea can be chilly at any time. 
Bring a rain jacket, wear long pants and 
closed-toe shoes. Bring a flashlight if 
visiting at night. 

• Eruption status updates, live web cams, 
and planning tips are available on the 
park website.
“Viewing lava at the summit of 

Kīlauea is awe-inspiring. During this CO-
VID-19 pandemic, we ask the public to 
recreate responsibly, maintain social dis-
tance and to wear a mask,” said Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park Superintendent 
Rhonda Loh. “We want to keep the park 
open for all to experience this new phase 
of volcanic activity, but we can only do 
so if visitors follow guidelines that keep 
everyone safe. We continue to work with 
USGS scientists to receive the latest vol-
canic updates, and remind visitors that the 
eruptive activity and accessibility could 
change at any time,” Loh said.  

Climate smart forest restoration by 
state Department of Land & Natural Re-
sources will receive $5.3 million from 
U.S Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resource Conservation Service. Accord-
ing to a statement from Sen. Brian Schatz 
in September, restoration will occur in 
areas with highest potential for carbon 
capture, and will improve habitat for criti-
cally endangered bird species.

“This funding will help fight the cli-
mate crisis while ensuring that damaged 
forests grow back stronger than ever, 
maintaining the integrity of Hawai‘i’s 
unique environment,” said Schatz. “Sup-
porting these native trees will help re-
charge the aquifers supplying the state’s 
water, provide habitat for endangered Ha-
waiian bird species, and prevent dirt from 
washing into the ocean where it can harm 

Funding for Climate Smart 
Reforestation for Habitat
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coral reefs and fish.”
Schatz said the DLNR plans to work 

with private landowners to plant 210,000 
native trees and remove priority inva-
sive plants from 1,650 acres, many of 
which are highly flammable and intensify 
wildfires.



Lava flow quickly covered the floor of Halema‘ma‘u on Sept. 29.  USGS photo

A new eruption at the summit of 
Kīlauea volcano that commenced Sept. 29 
is drawing thousands of visitors to Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National Park eager to see the 
plume of gas and steam by day and the lava 
glow after dark.

Safety is Key for New Eruption
As of Sept. 29, vantage points for view-

ing the new eruption included Uēkahuna 
(former Jaggar Museum parking), Wahi-
nekapu (Steaming Bluff), Kīlauea Over-
look, Keanakākoʻi, Kupinaʻi Pali (Waldron 

New Eruption, pg. 15 Read the daily www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com


