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Hawaiian language speaker, composer 
and teacher to many, Jeanette Kaualani 
Akio Howard was laid to rest on Satur-
day, Aug. 20 at Hokuloa Church on the hill 
above Punalu‘u, followed by a celebration 
of her life on the beach below, with food 

and much talk story. 
She was known as Tūtū to 

many and lived in her home at 
Punalu‘u Beach. Many Kaʻū 
residents remember her as a 
Kupuna in the Schools through 
the Department of Education 
Hawaiian Studies Program and 
as one who took interest in 
community affairs and recently 
attended public meetings about 
the future of Punalu‘u.

She shared her 
knowledge of the Ha-
waiian culture and his-
tory with many youth 
of Kaʻū. She also 
worked at Punalu‘u 
Black Sand restaurant 
years ago. She oper-
ated the lei stand at 
Punalu‘u Black Sand 

Beach for many decades, into this year.
Born on Aug. 19, 1923 at Punalu‘u, 

she passed away on July 2, 2022 at the age 
of 98. 

She was a member of the Kaʻū Ward 
of the Latter Day Saints Church, a lifetime 
member of ʻO Kaʻū Kākou and a lifetime 
member of Hawaiian Civic Club of Kaʻū. 
She was a student of Lorilei Shirakawa's 
Kupuna Wahine ʻO Kaʻū Hālau. 

She was a poet and songwriter and left 
volumes of handwritten stories, notes and 

compositions about Kaʻū. 
She is survived by daugh-

ters, Patricia K. Martin (Elwood), 
Myrajean Sumida (Cyrus), and 
Lorraine (Lani) Iona. Her sons 
are Guy Enriques (Julie), Jon 
Pall Enriques (Katherine). Her 
brother is the Rev. Dr. Henry K. 
Boshard. There are 15 grandchil-
dren, 22 great grandchildren, 12 
great great grandchildren and nu-

merous nieces and 
nephews.

Howard was 
married for 47 
years to the late 
Arnold L. Howard. 
She outlived her 
son Gayland D. En-
riques and daughter 
Yolanda L. Silva.

Tūtū Jeanette Kaualani Akiu Howard Remembered

A young Jeanette 
Howard

A detail of a painting including Jeanette Howard’s lei stand in Punalu’u in 
2013 by Mark N. Brown

The late Tūtū Jeanette 
Howard

Opihihale, north of Miloli‘i, is the tar-
get for investor and buyer solicitations to 
build a gated, luxury resort community, with 
heliport. Called The Kona Estates at Opihi-
hale, the project includes an “offsite inter-
active showroom” on Wilshire Blvd in Los 
Angeles and an online call for investors. See 
investinkona.com.

The presenters promise to build “a 
luxury estate community situated on 324 
oceanfront and oceanview acres on the fa-
mous Kona Coast of the Big Island Hawaiʻi. 
Providing resort amenities to its residents 

Gated, Luxury Resort Community Planned North of Miloli‘i
and affluent guests.” The presentation 
shows a photo of the public's Hoʻokena 
Beach Park as a place for future Opihihale 
residents to go. Another attraction shown is 
the arch on the coast.

The online offering to investors says 
the group is seeking final zoning and shows 
a photo of a bulldozer with a caption saying, 
“Grubbing and Grading began on-site in 
early 2022. Here a D9 dozer pushes brittle 
volcanic rock.” According to the presenta-
tion: “Funds were earmarked for our com-
mercial water well construction in 2022. An 

The arch along the coast at Opihihale and Ho‘okena 
Beach Park are used to promote investment in a 
gated luxury resort community planned above it. 

Photo from investinkona.com

initial grubbing and grading (site work) per-
mit was applied for and obtained. This work 
began in February 2022.”

The online presentation says the group 
is accepting minimum investments of 
$100,000 and offers to schedule a call. It de-
scribes the plan: “Within The Kona Estates 
at Opihihale will exist a 40-Villa Boutique 
Resort and clubhouse with a resort style 
pool, restaurant and bar, heliport, walking 
and biking trails, health club, spa, kids club, 
and event area. This boutique resort will 

Opihihale Resort, pg. 11

Conserve Energy, pg. 15

Conserve electricity to avoid rolling blackouts was the word 
from Hawaiian Electric the last three days of August, as three of its 
oil and biofuel plants went offline, including the largest independent 
power producer on the island. The utility said the request to conserve 
could last into early September. Its message to Hawai‘i Island cus-
tomers: “Conservation efforts by residential and business customers 
prevented the need for rolling outages on Hawai‘i Island Monday 
(Aug. 29) and and Tuesday nights. Customers are asked to continue 
limiting electricity use from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the rest of this week.

“The evening peak demand is when electricity use is highest. 
Using less electricity from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. helps ensure enough 

Ka‘ū Council Member Set, Candidates Eye November

Hawaiian Electric Calls for Consumers to
Conserve While Three Power Plants Offline

Michelle Galimba will be the next 
County Council member for Kaʻū into 
Volcano and South Kona. She received 54 
percent of the vote in the Primary Election, 
meaning there will be no runoff in the non-
partisan election. Results of tally from bal-
lots, mostly mail-in, were released on Aug. 
13.

Galimba is a rancher and has served 
in numerous public positions, including 
the county Planning Commission, Kaʻū 
Community Development Plan Steering 
Committee and state Board of Agriculture. 
She thanked supporters and said she looks 
forward to serving all of her constituents. 
Galimba’s 54 percent of the vote totaled 
2,455, with runner up Colehour Bondera re-
ceiving 16 percent at 745, Henry Cho III 16 
percent at 717 and Shane Palacat-Nelsen 14 
percent at 626. 

Dru Mamo Kanuha ran uncontested to 
become the Democratic nominee for state 
Senate, representing parts of Puna through 
Volcano, and into Kona.

Jeanne Kapela ran uncontested to be-
come Democratic nominee for the state 
House of Representatives, representing 
parts of Puna, through Volcano, Kaʻū and 
into Kona. 

Lohi Goodwin ran uncontested to be-
come the Republican nominee for state 
House of Representatives, representing 
parts of Puna, through Volcano, Kaʻū and 
into Kona.

Michael Last ran uncontested to be-
come Libertarian nominee for state House 
of Representatives for parts of Puna through 
Volcano, Kaʻū and into Kona.

Lt. Gov. Josh Green won the Demo-
cratic nomination for governor. Green said, 

Candidates, pg. 3

Kaʻū’s contribution to the diversity of electrical power sources for this island is the often fierce wind at South Point, with windmills operated by Tawhiri 
Power.    Photo by Peter Anderson

Even with such renewable energy sources as Tawhiri wind farm at South 
Point, Hawaiian Electric is asking customers to conserve power, as an oil 
and biofuel fired plant temporarily goes offline in Hamakua. 

Photo by Bob Martin



Availability of employment at Nā‘ālehu 
and Pāhala schools is wide-ranging, with 
a variety of skill sets needed and offerings 
of increased pay for jobs on the campuses. 
Project Homegrown Hires, and its Job Fair 
held in August at Nā‘ālehu, drew the school 
principals for both campuses. They, along 
with numerous other hosts, highlighted the 
dynamic opportunities, from jobs for teach-
ers and teaching assistants, to counselors and 
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Schools Offer an Abundance of Employment to Locals

Staff of Nā‘ālehu Elementary and Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary held a Job Fair in August, reaching out to local people to fill positions at the schools. 

Principals Sharon Beck and Wilma Roddy with 
Project Homegrown Hires.

Photos from Nā’ālehu Elementary

Ka‘ū Community Development Plan 
Action Committee Meetings are canceled 
by the County of Hawai‘i. 
Planning Director Zendo Kern 
made the announcement in 
August, cancelling all Ac-
tion Committee meetings for 
all the districts around the is-
land. He said: “Due to recent 
staffing changes in the Long-
Range Division within the 
Planning Department, it has 
become necessary to adjust 
staff time and resources. This means staff 
will unfortunately not have the capacity to 
organize or facilitate AC meetings for the 
foreseeable future.”

Kaʻū’s Action Committee members are: 
Leina‘ala Enos, Babette Morrow, Catherine 

Williams, Kaohinani Mokuali‘i, 
Pernell Hanoa, Jason Masters, 
Kaweni Ibarra and Jessie Ke. 

The Planning Director 
urged the public to “Please 
know that this does not prevent 
your continued participation 
and involvement in communi-
ty-driven efforts to implement 
CDPs. In the time being, we 
aim to empower your active 

involvement in community groups and Per-
mitted Interaction Groups (investigatory 
subcommittees) to continue working and 
moving forward.

“We will also continue to aid and pro-
mote efforts of AC members to organize 
independent, official meetings. The CDP 
Team is continuing to support the imple-
mentation of CDPs and to serve as your re-
source for news and updates regarding our 
community planning efforts.”

The Planning Director said that “In 
the absence of County led AC meetings, 
the CDP Team will engage in a forward-
looking approach to help shape the future of 
this program. This will include a concerted 
effort to connect with you and the broader 
community to gather feedback, along with 
consultation with Corporation Counsel to 
assess the benefits and limitations relative 
to Action Committee engagement. This ef-

fort will focus on the applicability of Sun-
shine Law and County mandates that place 
constraints on AC community-based stew-
ardship of CDPs and the ongoing challenge 
to develop a robust approach to Community 
Planning. In addition, the CDP team will 
continue to collaborate on other planning 
initiatives, including but not limited to the 
continued work of the General Plan Com-
prehensive Review. We appreciate your 
ongoing advocacy and diligence in imple-
menting the Community Development 
Plans of our island. Please reach out to the 
CDP team at cdp@hawaiicounty.gov if you 
have any questions or would like additional 
information or guidance.”

Community Development Plan Action Meetings Cancelled

school maintenance and cafeteria positions, 
as well as bus drivers.

Among job offerings at schools are 
those in food and beverage at school caf-

eterias. There are positions in maintenance 
- from cleaning to carpentry and repairs. 
Called Cafeteria Helper and Janitor II, both 
full-time positions pay $3,691 per month, 

with part-time positions less, 
according to the Department 
of Education website.

Office jobs are also in the schools. An 
account clerk's pay ranges from $2,653 a 
month to $3,047, less for part time. Other op-
portunities include bus drivers hired by com-
panies with contracts with the schools.

Akita Enterprises was on hand at the Job 
Employment, pg. 7



The Ka‘ū Calendar Page 3September 2022www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Volume 20, Number 9 September 2022The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i
KA PEPA PAHALA

Candidates, from pg. 1

Bridges taken down on Hwy. 11 at 
Nīnole and Hīlea will be memorialized in a 
permanent display at Nā‘ālehu and Pāhala 
Public Libraries. The Federal Highway 
Administration, state Department of Trans-
portation and state Historic Preservation 
Office are seeking public input and will be 
on hand at the ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Nā‘ālehu 
Market on Wednesday, Sept. 7 from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The Outline of Contents Materi-
als will be on display for the public to re-

view. Kristen Nishimura will collect input 
from community members who visit the 
booth, including preferences for interpre-
tive display content and any anecdotes or 
historical information that could help in-
form the contents of the display.

The Federal Highway Administration 

signed a Memorandum of Agreement with 
the state Historic Preservation Office, un-
der Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act “because the replacement 
bridges required demolition of the existing 
historic bridges,” according to a commu-
nity outreach message from FHWA.

According to FHWA, “The interpretive 
materials for public display will include a 
summary of the character defining features 
including the engineering and design for 
the Hīlea and Nīnole Bridges and will dis-
cuss the portion of Highway 11 that extend 
through the project area of potential effect 
that was constructed in the late 1930's and 
early 1940's, likely around the time of the 
construction of Hīlea and Nīnole Bridges. 
Also to be highlighted is the 1940 straight-
ening of the Old Government Road that is 
northwest of the project Area of Potential 
Effect. The FHWA will prepare the inter-
pretive materials and will consult with the 
SHPD and consulting parties during the 
development of such materials.

The initial plan is for a two-panel, free-
standing display at Pāhala and Nā’ālehu 
Libraries. Organizers of the display re-
quest suggestions by Sept. 15. For answers 

to questions and additional information, 
contact Lisa Hemesath at lisa.hemesath@
dot.gov or at (720) 963-3473. Or contact 

FHWA’s environmental consultant Kristen 
Nishimura at Kristen.Nishimura@jacobs.
com. 

Input Sought to Memorialize Nīnole and Hīlea Bridges

This historic photo of Hīlea Bridge was submitted 
to www.bridgehunters.com by Erick Castillo

Nīnole Bridge, above, which was torn down, will be memorialized along with Hīlea Bridge, also torn 
down. Both were replaced with safer bridges. The fed and state ask for public input on educational 
displays to be created for the old bridges and surrounding areas at Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu Libraries. 

Photo from state Department of Transportation

“I will do the best I can to unite us, and 
lead Hawai‘i forward to a better, stronger 
future.” Green took 64 percent of the vote 
with 137,990 cast in his favor. Vicky Cayet-
ano took 21 percent of the vote with 46,246 
cast in her favor. Kai Kahele took 14 percent 
of the vote with 29,768 cast in his favor. 

Green started his acceptance speech 
by thanking his wife, her Hawaiian family 
and his own family of “radicals from the 
old days,” who “supported my dreams all 
along.” He thanked numerous campaign 
staff, advisors and volunteers by name, in-
cluding former governors Neil Abercrombie 
and John Waihee. He called his work “this 

County Council member-elect Michelle Galimba, right, with the Ar-
mando and Karina Rodriguez Kaʻū Coffee farmer family, offering con-
gratulations on primary election night. Galimba will represent Volcano 
through Kaʻū into Kona. Photo by Julia Neal

mission we have to care for people.”
Former Lt. Gov., educator and judge 

Duke Aiona won the Republican nomina-
tion for governor with 52 percent of the 
votes, 30,672 cast for him. Aiona beat B.J. 
Penn, with 24 percent of the votes, 14,329 
cast for him. 

Aiona thanked all the candidates who 
ran for all of the posts up for election. “To 
step up and do something like this is not 
easy.” He noted that only 30 percent of reg-
istered voters statewide cast ballots and said 
there are many people to talk to before the 
General Election to find out why they didn’t 
vote. “Maybe they are fed up with the cor-
ruption, the bickering that was happening 

on the Democratic side.” 
Aiona said he received 
a gracious message of 
aloha from B.J. Penn 
and that he is “hopeful 
that we can be united 
to move forward... We 
want to have a robust 
two-party system.”

Aiona said he hopes 
to meet with many peo-
ple between now and 
the General Election. He 
said the Democratic pri-
mary was about “trust, 

Candidates, pg. 4
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Stars Over Ka‘ū - September 2022
By Lew & Donna Cook

Simple clothes alterations and mending, hem and patchwork. Custom Print Swimsuits for 
all sizes and ages. General house cleaning. Reasonable price. Please text Kiana at 808-
391-9558. References available.
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. 
Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to 
your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

CLASSIFIED

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy 
and show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown 
here. Check the colors of the stars with the color version at:  http://www.kaucalendar.com
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown at 
the bottom of our chart. Stars as faint as magnitude 5.7 are shown. This is done to take advantage of the 
truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no bright moon and the skies are clear! 
The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us 
permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry! 
Please visit the Planetarium in Hilo, which is open on weekends (Sat. & Sun.). Call ‘Imiloa Astronomy 
Center (808.932.8901) at 600 ‘Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 or online at www.imiloahawaii.org for prices 
and programming times.

Ka‘ū
THE SOLAR SYSTEM

Moon 
Event
Date ..................... Moonrise Moonset
First Quarter 
Sep. 3 .................. 12:57 pm 12:00 am 

Sep. 4
Full Moon
Sep. 9 .................. 6:29 pm 6:43 am 

Sep. 10
Last Quarter
Sep. 17 ................ 11:56 pm 1:46 pm

Sep. 18
New Moon
Sep. 25 ................ 6:04 am 6:30 pm

First Quarter
Oct. 2 .................. 12:56 pm 12:01 am 

Oct. 3
Sun

Date ....................... Sunrise Sunset
Sep. 2 .................... 6:07 am 6:35 pm
Sep. 9 .................... 6:08 am 6:29 pm
Sep. 16 .................. 6:09 am 6:23 pm
Sep. 23 .................. 6:11 am 6:16 pm
Sep. 30 .................. 6:12 am 6:10 pm

PLANETS
Both Saturn and Jupiter are up with 

Mars seemingly saying “Hey, don’t forget 
about me! I’m here, too!” as he shows up 
one HOUR late.
CONSTELLATIONS AND DEEP SKY 

OBJECTS
The James Webb Space Telescope is 

featured this month. We begin with the 
giant planet Jupiter. This is a testing ex-
posure of the planet to see if the tracking 
could work on a shadow of a dark spot to 
the left of the Great Red Spot. This is Eu-
ropa’s shadow cast on Jupiter. Scientists 
were especially eager to see these commis-
sioning images because they are proof that 
Webb can observe the satellites and rings 
near bright solar system objects such as Ju-
piter, Saturn, and Mars. Scientists will use 

Webb to explore the tantalizing question 
of whether we can see plumes of material 
spewing out of moons like Europa and Sat-

urn’s moon Enceladus. Webb may be able 
to see the signatures of plumes depositing 
material on the surface of Europa.  

Recall, if you can, what a dying star 
looked like when we saw it just a few 
months ago. We saw three admittedly fuzzy 
images then. Now we present two images 
of the SAME star, but taken using two dif-
ferent sets of filters. This is akin to using 
an infra-red filter with two other colors in 
the infra red along with 3 OTHER INFRA-
RED COLOR FILTERS. This is that same 
type of image. Do you notice a difference?

Staying within our galaxy, remember 
the eta Carina Nebula? This looks quite a 
bit different, does it not? What are the dif-
ferences? For one, there’s scale, for anoth-
er, length of exposure 
(although that isn’t 
something you’d no-
tice). Next: extra ga-
lactic objects!

First, we have 

In this image from the James Webb Space Tele-
scope (JWST), Jupiter is shown as it appears with 
the red spot on the right. The iconic spot appears 
white in this image because of the way Webb’s 
infrared image was processed. The dark dot to the 
left of the Great Red Spot is a moon’s shadow cast 
on Jupiter.   

Credit: NASA / ESA / CSA / Judy Schmidt

Here are 2 very similar-looking images taken by 
the JWST. In the left image, the NIR (Near Infra-
Red) image is shown, while in the right, three 
infra-red images are shown.

In this picture, we show the famous eta Carina 
nebula, which we’ve seen before (although in a 
much wider scale). It is a very intriguing shot to 
try to choose which area to capture!
Credit: NASA / ESA / CSA

What was thought to be an association of five gal-
axies is actually 4 galaxies with a superimposition 
of one galaxy. The four distant galaxies will merge 
into one very big galaxy in the distant future. 
What will happen in the distant future to the re-
maining galaxy is anybody’s guess. In this image, 
you can get a hint of the color-as-an-indicator-of-
distance. The redder the object, the further it is.
Credit: NASA / ESA / CSA

This remarkable image shows the first look at 
the JWST deep field. Looking closely, you can 
see galaxies as they would appeaar as if looking 
through a fun-house mirror that distorts images. 
This is caused by the light-bending consequence 
of light by gravity. The so-called “Einstein rings” 
are very hard to spot because they require precise 
geometry of mass, brightness and two distances.
Credit: NASA / ESA / CSA

Stephan’s Quintet. This image is notewor-
thy by being the first one where color is an 
indication of DISTANCE not TEMPERA-
TURE, in contrast to the previous images. 
RED = FAR.

Finally, we get to the Webb Deep 
Field Exposure. The deep field shows what 
a long exposure can look like. While this 
Webb image was chosen not at a blank spot 

in the sky, but was chosen for a different 
reason*. The Webb exposure shows defi-
nite Einstein arcs and even a possible circle 
(with a few gaps)!

*The reason? The JWST image was 
chosen for its being a member of a galactic 
association. Here, mutual gravitational at-
traction holds the group together.

credibility and confidence.” He said, “We 
have a broken moral compass” and that he 
wants to fix it.

Keleionalani Taylor took the nonpar-
tisan victory for the primary for governor, 
with 636 votes.

Sylvia Luke become Democratic nomi-
nee for Lt. Governor, beating Ikaika An-
derson. Luke took 37 percent of the votes 
with 78,020 cast for her. Anderson took 27 
percent of the votes with 56,977 cast for 
him. Keith Amemiya took 23 percent of the 
votes with 48,554 cast for him. Luke was 
endorsed by former Hawai‘i Island Mayor 
Harry Kim.

Tupai Seaula, Jr. became the Repub-

lican nominee for Lt. Governor, taking 51 
percent of the votes, 26,531 cast for him. 
Runner up was Rob Burns, with 36 percent 
of the votes, 18,776 cast for him.

Jill Tokuda became the Democratic 
nominee to represent Ka’u and all rural 
Hawai‘i in the U.S. Congress. She won the 
primary for the seat held by Kai Kahele who 
declined to seek reelection in order to run 
for governor, a race he lost in the primary to 
Josh Green. Tokuda won with 59 percent of 
the votes, 54,203 cast for her. Patrick Bran-
co took 25 percent of the votes, 22,796 cast 
for him. Joe Akana became the Republican 
nominee. He won with 83 percent of the 
votes, 21,527 cast for him. Joseph Webster 

Candidates, from pg. 3
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There is still time to sign up for the 
Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs to be held Saturday, 
Sept. 17, starting and ending at Kaʻū Coffee 
Mill. It is billed as “The Southernmost Trail 
Run in the U.S.” It's Race Director is Kelly 
Muragin.

Organized by Hawai‘i Island Racers, 
the 50K begins at 6 a.m., Half Marathon at 

7 a.m. and 5K at 7:15 a.m., with a gun start 
at Kaʻū Coffee Mill at 96-2696 Wood Valley 
Road, above Pahala. The 50K cutoff time is 
nine hours. RFID Chip Timing will come up 
with the results.

Monies raised through Kaʻū Coffee 
Trail Runs will support O Kaʻū Kakou, the 
Kaʻū nonprofit, to fund its local scholar-
ships and land for a proposed senior housing 
project, purchase life-saving equipment for 
Kaʻū Hospital; restore and maintain three 
historical cemeteries, and produce free Vet-
erans Day celebration, and Fourth of July 
Parade and fun day.

Registration fees Sept. 1 to Sept. 14 
are 50K $120, Half Marathon $100, and 5K 
$60. Registration closes on Sept. 14. There 
will be no race day registrations.

After the race, participants will receive 
hydration and light snacks. Local vendors 
from the Kaʻū community will sell chili and 
rice bowls, Portuguese bean soup, nachos 
and other foods as well as beverages. Kaʻū 
Coffee Mill’s shop will open at 8 a.m.

The website says, “From Keiki to Kupu-
na, the Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run is a challenging 

course that meanders over Pāhala’s unpaved 
trails. It is the perfect race venue, through cof-
fee fields and macadamia nut groves.”

Sponsors include Goodfellow Broth-
ers, Inc., Keauhou Veterinary Clinic, Aloha 

Broadband, Nutrex Hawai‘i, Kaʻū Coffee 
Mill and ‘O Kaʻū Kākou.

See last year's results, photos and much 
more at https://www.kaucoffeetrailruns.
com/

KA‘U SPORTS REPORT

In their first home volleyball game of the season, on Aug. 
26, Trojans slammed Kea‘au with scores of 13-25, 25-20 and 
25-20. The Robert Herkes Ka‘ū District Gym was packed with 
local residents cheering for the Trojans, the largest crowd since 
pre-Covid. Coach is Josh Ortega. Assistant coach is Kamalani 
Fujikawa.

Principal Sharon Beck, who attended the event, said she is 
pleased with the strong community that has always made vol-
leyball an outstanding sport in Kaʻū.

Hokulele Basketball Sum-
mer Tournament was back at 
Kaʻū District Gym and open to 
family and fans on the weekend 
of Aug. 20 and was open to the 
public all day Sunday. Twenty-
seven teams from around the is-
land came to Kaʻū for two days 
of competition. 

Hokulele is led by its Presi-
dent and Head Coach Ravel 
Kaupu, Jr., Vice President Jan 
Kaez Penera, and Coach Chrysa 
Dacalio. There are 75 members 
of the club, ages 6-17.

The tournament is called the 
First Annual Summer Classic and 
drew a gym-full of people.

Hokulele Summer Basketball Draws 27 Teams to Ka‘ū

The annual Hokulele Summer Classic drew 27 teams from around the island to Kaʻū District Gym for 
the Aug. 20 weekend. The annual tournament is supported by donations.  Photo by Julia Neal

Hokulele Ten and Under players Kaiea Kaupu-Manini, 
Lawai‘a Kaupu, Rye Bonoan and Bull Wroblewski. 

Photo by Jan Penera

Volleyball Support Huge

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs Take Off, Raise Funds Sept. 17

Registration remains open for Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs through Sept. 14. 
Photo from Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Runs Race Director Kelly 
Muragin, with Christian and Benjamin Ogle, two 
of Kaʻū's top 5K finishers  in 2021 at the start and 
finish site, Kaʻū Coffee Mill. 

Photo by Mikey Brown

You don’t 
have to fly away

to get away.

808-928-9811
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The statewide School Supply Subsidy 
Program kicked off in August at Nāʻālehu 
Elementary School. State Sen. Dru Kanuha 
joined Hawaiʻi Public Schools Superinten-
dent Keith Hayashi, Board of Education 
Member Kaimana Barcarse and school ad-
ministrators at Nāʻālehu to celebrate the un-

veiling of the School Supply Subsidy Pilot 
Program. The program was established by a 
bill that Kanuha introduced for the past four 
years – SB2893 SD1 HD1 CD1, which has 
come to fruition.

Kanuha said, “Through discussions 
with ‘ohana and teachers throughout Kona 

and Kaʻū, I am keenly 
aware of the diffi-
culty many parents 
encounter in afford-
ing required school 
supplies, as well as 
the cost burden many 

of our teachers 
assume to pur-
chase extra sup-
plies for ‘ohana 
that can’t afford it 
themselves.”

As prescribed 
by SB2893, the 
newly-established 
program subsidizes 
cost of school sup-
plies at all Hawaiʻi public schools com-
posed entirely of students eligible for 
participation in Title I, Part A, of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act, 
as amended by the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act, which includes Hōnaunau El-
ementary, Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elemen-
tary and Nāʻālehu Elementary Schools in 
Senate District 3.

Kanuha explained, “What started 
as an effort to offset costs on families 
in Nāʻālehu has become a statewide en-
deavor thanks to the leadership and advo-
cacy of Senate Committee on Education 

KA‘U SCHOOL & YOUTH 

KTA Super Stores is Hawai‘i’s locally owned 
and operated one stop shop, serving 

Hawai‘i Island’s grocery, household and 
pharmacy needs for over 100 years!

KTA Downtown, Hilo
321 Keawe Street

808-935-3751

KTA Puainako, Hilo
50 E. Puainako Street

808-959-9111

KTA Waimea
Waimea Center
808-885-8866

KTA Waikoloa Village
Waikoloa Highlands Center

808-883-1088

KTA Kailua-Kona
Kona Coast Shopping Center

808-329-1677

KTA Keauhou, Kona
Keauhou Shopping Center

808-322-2311

KTA Express, Kealakekua
81-6602 Mamalahoa Highway

808-323-1916

www.ktasuperstores.com

Free School Supply Program Kicked Off at Nāʻālehu Elementary 

DOE leadership, political leaders and school staff at Nāʻālehu join keiki to receive free school sup-
plies.  Photo by Iwalani Harris

Nāʻālehu Elementary was the inspiration and the launch site of the new 
School Supply Subsidy Pilot Program on Monday. Photo by Iwalani Harris

Chair Sen. Michelle Kidani; House Com-
mittee on Education Chair Justin Woodson; 
as well as HIDOE and Hawai‘i State Teach-
ers Association advocates.”

He said he would also like to acknowl-
edge the contributions of Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means Chair Sen. Donovan 
Dela Cruz and House Committee on Fi-
nance Chair Sylvia Luke for finding money 
in the budget to establish, “what I hope to 
be a permanent program for Title I schools 
throughout our State. And of course Gover-
nor Ige for ultimately signing the bill into 
law.”

Chayanee Brooks is Teacher of the Year
Ka‘ū High’s Chayanee Brooks has 

been named Teacher of the 
Year for Kaʻū-Kea‘au-Pāhoa 
complex. Brooks teaches 
11th and 12th grade English 
Language Arts and AP Eng-
lish at Kaʻū High School. 
She is in the running for state 
Teacher of the Year, to be an-
nounced in October. Brooks 
has been teaching for DOE 
for ten years.

Brooks said that she found the best 
way to connect with students at Kaʻū 
High is to always be “sensitive to my stu-

dents’ learning experiences.” Brooks said 
she looks at teaching “through 
the eyes of individual students. 
I pay attention to things that are 
important to them. My goal is that 
students not only find comfort and 
meaning within texts, but also un-
derstand and make connections 
between themselves, their com-
munity, and this world with joy.

“As a language arts teacher, 
I integrate art, sport, film, music, or even 
food to encourage my students to see that 
language permeates all things we do in both 

Chayanee Brooks

Teacher of the Year, pg. 10
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Employment, from pg. 2

The new police captain 
overseeing Ka‘ū District 
from the police station in 
Nā‘ālehu is Capt. Akira 
Edmundson, who has been 
with the department for 23 
years. Prior to being pro-
moted to the rank of Cap-
tain, he served as a Lieuten-
ant in Kona Patrol. Previous 
assignments included work-
ing as a Detective in Area 

II Juvenile Aid Section, 
Sergeant in Kona and Ka‘ū 
Districts, a Canine Han-

dler for Area II Vice Section, 
a Field Training Officer in 
Kona and a Patrol Officer.

Other appointments an-
nounced by Hawai‘i Police 
Department in August are 
Capt. Calvin Delaries, as-
signed to command the Kona 
District and Captain Rio 
Amon-Wilkins, assigned to 
command the Area I Crimi-
nal Investigation Division 

encompassing the Area I Criminal Inves-
tigation Section (CIS), Vice, and Juvenile 
Aid Sections, plus the Crime Laboratory.

Nā‘ālehu Station: New Police 
Captain Named to Oversee Ka‘ū

Narcotics Canine Rory Retires
Canine Rory, a narcotics expert has retired from the Hawai‘i Police 

Department. HPD made the announcement in August with a rundown of 
some of his accomplishments, including the recovery of 35 pounds of 
methamphetamine; two pounds of heroin; three pounds of cocaine; 20 
pounds of marijuana and more than $500,000 in U.S. currency.

Longtime narcotics canine Rory served Hawai‘i Island for seven 
years. The department acquired Rory in 
2015 when he was three years old from a 
California program that raises and trains 
narcotics canines. Since then, the ener-
getic floppy-eared springer spaniel has 
worked as a narcotics canine for the Area 
II (west Hawai‘i) Vice Section.

“To an uneducated 
eye, Rory does not look 
like your typical narcotics 
police canine,” said Area 
II Vice Lt. Edwin Buyten. 
“He was one of our secret 
weapons. “Let me tell 
you, this cute and cuddly 
ball of energy possesses 
one of the highest work 
drives of any narcotic canine I have ever had the pleasure 
to work with.”

Area II K9 Supervisor and Vice Detective Chad Tani-
yama echoed the sentiment, saying “Rory is the epitome 
of don’t judge a book by its cover.” Taniyama described a 
situation during Rory’s most recent annual K9 certification 
in which someone mistook the police dog for a personal pet. 
“By the end of the day that same person was singing Rory’s 
praises and asking where could he get a K9 like Rory,” said 
Taniyama.

Now ten years old, Rory still has a lot of spunk, says 
Buyten, but age and health were considerations in his retire-
ment. “We want him to have a good quality of life in his 
retirement,” said Buyten.

Rory will enjoy his retirement living with the family of 
Officer Stephen Kishimoto Jr., who was Rory’s most recent 
handler.

Rory, the Springer Spaniel Narcot-
ics specialist, retires and live withs 
his handler, Officer Stephen Kishi-
moto Jr.  Photo from HPD

Akita Enterprises offers $23 an hour to drive 
school buses.

Fair, expressing its need for more drivers, at a 
rate of $23 an hour for five hours, each week-
day. See https://www.hawaiipublicschools.
org/ConnectWithUs/Employment/JobOp-
portunities/Pages/home.aspx.

The event was sponsored by the state 
Department of Education’s Project Home 
Grown, which helps recruit for casual hire 
positions. Home Grown also honors teach-
er leaders and “supports them in thinking 
through their own next steps as leaders,” 
said Gina Mata, Educational Specialist with 
the DOE’s Leadership Institute. She said the 
program also helps to foster leadership at the 
administrative level.

Mata noted that “Every year schools 
work tirelessly to fill vacant positions within 
their school. Administrators pound the pave-
ment using various sources to search for ap-
plicants; tapping into University of Hawai‘i 
students, advertising on social media and 
word of mouth. But for many schools in the 
state, this isn’t enough and positions are left 
unfilled. 

Mata reported that the Homegrown 

Teacher event saw leaders of the DOE’s 
Complex Area, which includes Pāhala and 
Nā‘ālehu campuses, work together “to cel-
ebrate, encourage and uplift teacher leaders 
in the school community.” The Homegrown 
Hires job fair “saw a very successful turn out 
and community members were able to speak 
directly to school administrators and learn 
about specific jobs in their community and 
fill out applications right on the spot!”

Trojan Football Heats Up
Staff and team are set for Ka‘ū Trojans 

football, the team combining the talents of 
Kaʻū High and Volcano School of the Arts 
& Sciences to compete islandwide. The sea-
son features the return of fans.

The roster is comprised of: Adahdi-
yah Ellis Reyes, Jaestin Karasuda, Keaka 
McDonnell, Loea Kaupu, Gabriel Sesson-
Paaluhi-Young, Lois Emmanuele Badua, 
Jance Kajiwara-Ke, Josiah Manila-Louis, 
Eddie Wirtz, Roger Miguel, Jr., Kainalu 
Jr. Wanzer, Stephen Adler, Hezekiah Keo-
huloa-Aldaya, Toby Kekoa Burgos, Des-
mond Camba, Zayden Gallano, Vladimir V 
Fedoruk, Collin Hanshew, Chaz Kajiwara-
Ke, Dylan Davis, Kaimana Kaupu-Manini, 
Joe Buyuan, Tyson Junior Kuahuia-Faafia, 
Ocean Nihipali-Sesson, Rylan Peralta, Edd 
Zackary Badua, Dakota Seaver, Kani Lee 
Konman, Raedyn Louis, CyZeiah Silva-
Kamei, Triton Blanco, Jovan Javar, Domi-
nic Nurial-Dacalio, Blake Self-Ah Yee, Ka-
maehu Guerpo-Craft, Hunter Pascubillo, Isaiah Manila-Louis, 
and Treyton Calantoc.

Head Coach is Greg Rush, Assistant Coaches are Garrett 
Greedy, Ted Blanco and Mark Peters. Athletic Trainer is Moses 
Whitcomb. Athletic Director is Tim Gould.

The first game of the Big Island Interscholastic Federation 
2022 football season saw the Trojans head to Honoka‘a on Aug. 
18. The final score was 39 points for Honoka‘a, 6 for Kaʻū. See 
a video clip of the Trojans making their touchdown at https://
twitter.com/KauAthletics/status/1560507183388696576?cxt=
HHwWgICh9f3AhKgrAAAA. 

Capt. Akira Edmundson

Reaches, dives and grabs are captured in photos 
of Trojans at the HPA game in August. 
 Photos by Tim Gould
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Maiapilo (Capparis sandwichiana)
Description: Also known as the Hawaiian Caper, this lovely light green shrub is a 

member of the Capparaceae (or Caper) family. This particular species is endemic 
to Hawaiʻi, and is recognized as Vulnerable by the IUCN (International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature). The almost bluish-green leaves stand out against the 
lava flows on which they grow. Maiapilo flowers are delicate and gorgeous, with 
large petals blooming bright white during the evening hours, over 100 cascading 
stamens, and a yellowish center. Flowers then fade to a soft pink shortly after 
sunrise. Although the smell of the ripe cucumber-like fruit is reminiscent of rotting 
fungus, if you happen to be near a maiapilo in bloom, please do give it a sniff - the 
lemony scent of the flower is captivating.  

Uses: Although related to the tasty (and well-known) Mediterranean caper, maiapilo 
is not used in the culinary trade. It is, however, valuable medicinally. Maiapilo 
exudes a white milky sap which can be mixed with other lāʻau and used to treat 
skin problems such as boils. Perhaps more impressively, the entire plant can be 
pounded and applied to the body to heal broken bones and fractures (much like 
comfrey is used today). 

Habitat: Maiapilo can be found on all of the main Hawaiian Islands as well as on 
Pihemanu (Midway Atoll), Holoikauaua (Pearl & Hermes Atoll), and Kauō (Lay-
san) in the Northwest Islands, and some offshore islets. It grows in dry coastal and 
lowland habitats below 350’ elevation (naturally, though it can likely survive at 
higher elevations), and can happily tolerate beaches and lava flows. Maiapilo also 
provides a food source (nectar) for the rare and endemic Blackburn’s sphinx moth 
(Manduca blackburni).

Growing and Purchasing: While maiapilo can be grown from seed, please remem-
ber that this species’ population is vulnerable, and overharvesting can contribute to 
its demise. Once the green fruit turns orange, it can be harvested, and the grayish 
seeds can be removed from the (smelly) pulp. The mature seeds can then be rinsed 
and planted while they are fresh in a very well-drained media mixture. Seedlings 
grow relatively slowly, and do benefit from a small fertilizer boost. When ready, 
plant your maiapilo in a full sun and well-drained soil. They can handle cinder, 
sand, organic, and even coral substrates, and will thrive in a xeric environment. 
Although growing maiapilo takes some patience, it is well worth the effort, as it 
makes a stunning addition to the landscape and benefits native ecosystems!

About the artist: Joan Yoshioka says she is a conservationist at heart and has dedi-
cated her life to preserving the native plants and animals of Hawaiʻi 
through her work with federal, state, and private organizations over 
the past 30+ years. She describes herself as an outdoor-lovin’ optimist, 
biologist/botanist, and habitual creator of art-stuff. She says the key to 
our most fundamental and truest part of ourselves is found in nature 
and she constantly draws on it for inspiration.
About the author: Jodie Rosam says she has a deep 

love for native plants and a passion for exploration, with over 15 years 
of experience in working in the restoration of Hawaiʻi’s forests. As a 
mother and an educator, she says the next generation has the power to 
lead the world to a sustainable future, and is committed to teaching her 
children (and others) from a place-based perspective.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū
Welcome to Lāʻau Letters: Native Plants of Kaʻū. Read about Kaʻū’s native plants 

and their moʻolelo (stories), uses, preferred habitats, and opportunities to adopt them 
for stewardship. This column seeks to encourage making new plant friends and to 
reunite with others.

Jodie Rosam

Joan Yoshioka

Maiapilo (Capparis sandwichiana)

EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER

WALK INTO THE PAST with the founder of the 
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, Dr. Thomas A. 
Jaggar, played by actor Dick Hershberger. Take a 
short walk behind Volcano House on the crater rim. 
Learn about Jaggar’s life work and dedication to 
the study of Hawaiian volcanoes, Fridays, Sept. 2, 
9, 16 and 30, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 12 p.m 
to 1 p.m. Space is limited; pick up a free ticket at 
the Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai the day of the pro-
gram. Supported by the Kīlauea Drama Entertain-
ment Network. 

FARMING THE ROCK: The Kaʻū Field System is 
subject of a walk along an old ranch road to the 
remnants of the field system at the Kahuku Unit 
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park on Saturday, 
Sept. 3, 9:30 a.m. Learn how pre-western-contact 
Hawaiians intensively farmed this area and fed the 
large population of Kahuku. This is an easy half- 
mile, one-hour hike to kipuka Kāʻopapa and back. 
Kahuku entrance is mauka side of Hwy 11 near 
mile marker 70.5. See www.nps.gov/havo/plany-
ourvisit/kahuku.htm.

THE BUSINESS OF ART WITH IRA ONO is for 
those interested in navigating business principles 
and marketing with their art medium. It will be an 
in-depth one day workshop on Saturday, Sept. 3 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Volcano Art Center Niau-
lani Campus. Participants are encouraged to bring 
their own samples of artwork to showcase. Visit 
www.volcanoartcenter.org for more information. 

KEIKI DRAWING CLASSES with Ken Charon is a 
series for ages 8-14 at Volcano Art Center Niaulani 
Campus. It is every Tuesday, Sept. 6 through Sept. 
27 from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. For information on 
fees and registration visit www.volcanoartcenter.
org 

MEMORIALIZING HISTORIC BRIDGES TAKEN 
DOWN FOR SAFETY AT NINOLE AND HILEA 
on Hwy. 11 will be the outreach at the ‘O Ka‘ū 
Kākou Nā‘ālehu Market on Wednesday, Sept. 7 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., sponsored by Federal High-
way Administration, state Department of Transpor-
tation and state Historic Preservation Office. The 
plan is to create a permanent display at Nā‘ālehu 
and Pāhala Public Libraries.The agencies will dis-
play their Outline of Contents Materials regard-
ing the proposed display. Kristen Nishimura will 
collect input from community members that visit 
the booth, including preferences for interpretive 
display content and any anecdotes or historical in-
formation that could help inform the contents of 
the display.The Federal Highway Administration 
signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the state 
Historic Preservation Office, under Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act “because 
the replacement bridges required demolition of the 
existing historic bridges,” according to a commu-
nity outreach message from FHWA.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST is Saturday, Sept. 10, 
second Saturday of each month, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
at $7 per person. Pancakes (regular or gluten free), 
scrambled eggs, bacon, fried potatoes, coffee, 
tea, and juice. Ocean View Community Center, 
92-8924 Leilani Circle. 808-939-7033 for more 
information. 

THE RITUAL CYCLE OF HE-
IAU: Construction, Function, 
Symbolism, and Purpose of He-
iau is the subject of Coffee Talk 
at the Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park on 
Saturday, Sept. 10 at 9:30 a.m. 
Presenter is Kahaka‘io Raven-
scraft, who is known for his 
practices of sculpture, storytell-
ing, geneology, and traditional 
burials. Kahuku entrance is 
mauka side of Hwy 11 near mile 
marker 70.5. See www.nps.gov/
havo/planyourvisit/kahuku.htm.

JAZZ IN THE FOR-
EST concert will 
highlight Edward 
Ellington’s, The 
Duke, compositions 
of jazz and classi-
cal music. Enjoy 
an evening with the 
soulful Jazztones 
Ensemble with pu-
pus for purchase. 
Saturday, Sept. 10 at 
5:30 p.m to 7 p.m. at 
Volcano Art Center 
Niaulani Campus. 
Tickets for the show 
for sale at www.vol-
canoartcenter.org  

MIXED MEDIA EN-
CAUSTICS work-
shop will be Satur-
day, Sept. 10 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Join artist Mary Milelzcik in exploring this medi-
um of beeswax, damar resin and pigment in a rain-
forest setting at Volcano Art Center Niaulani Cam-
pus. For information on fees and registration visit 
www.volcanoartcenter.org or call 808-967-8222

ZENTANGLE CRAZY QUILTED TANGLES class 
is open to all levels of experience. Explore this 
artwork of patterns and patches of design on Sat-
urday, Sept. 10 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Volcano 
Art Center Niaulani Campus. All materials will be 
provided. For information on fees and registration 
visit www.volcanoartcenter.org 

SUNDAY WALK IN THE PARK is a monthly pro-
gram coordinated by Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. On Sunday, Sept. 11 from 10 a.m to 
12 p.m, hike historic Pu‘u Loa Trail to a compre-
hensive field of petroglyphs. Distance is approxi-
mately 1.4 miles with an approximate time of 1.5 
hours. For information on the meeting point and 
registration visit www.fhvnp.com 

CELEBRATE DARKS SKIES OF Hawai‘i at After 
Dark in the Park in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium, Sept. 13 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Join author Michael Marlin 
as he shares 4K images from the James Webb tele-
scope on the big screen. Rangers will provide up-
dates on Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park’s mis-
sion to become recognized as an International Dark 
Sky Park, and how to help. If the weather is good, 
try out the stellar park telescopes, or join optional 
night walk to learn about animal adaptations to the 
dark. Co-sponsored by Pacific Parks Association. 
A $2 donation supports Park programs.

KAU COFFEE TRAIL RUNS will be Saturday, Sept. 
17 at 6 a.m. for the 50k marathon, 7 a.m. for half 
marathon, 7:15 a.m. for 10k and 7:30 a.m. for 5k. 
All races begin and finish at Ka‘ū Coffee Mill: 96-
2696 Wood Valley Road, Pāhala. Local vendors 
will sell food and beverages. Coffee shop  at the 
mill will be open. Registration closes Wednesday, 
Sept. 14. Visit www.kaucoffeetrailruns.com to reg-
ister, volunteer or sponsor. 

RANCHER AND PLEIN ARTIST ALICE LEESE 
PRESENTS HER VOLCANIC LANDSCAPE 
OIL PAINTINGS at After Dark in the Park in 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park Kīlauea Visitor 
Center Auditorium on Tuesday, Sept. 20 from 7 
p.m. to 8 p.m. She is an Artist in Residence, spon-
sored by National Parks Arts Foundation, and will 
share how the park’s volcanic landscapes and great 
outdoors inspires evocative and vibrant oil paint-
ings. A $2 donation supports Park programs.

THE DEATH DEFYING SPORT OF ALI’I: Heʻe 
Hōlua, lava sledding, is subject of a ranger pre-
sentation on Friday, Sept. 23 at Kahuku Unit of 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, 9:30 a.m. Tra-
ditionally, he‘e hōlua, Hawaiian lava sledding, was 
a sport and a vehicle for Hawaiians to honor akua, 
gods, especially Pele. Learn about the sport, the 
equipment, the hōlua ramp, and the cultural con-
nection.Kahuku entrance is mauka side of Hwy 
11 near mile marker 70.5.See www.nps.gov/havo/
planyourvisit/kahuku.htm.

YOUTH SUMMIT is a personal development and 
skill building event Saturday, Sept. 24 youth ages 
15-22 at Nā‘ālehu Resilience Hub from 9 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. It is sponsored by Vibrant Hawai‘i. 
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Those interested may register at www.vibrantha-
waii.org/get-involved. The Resilience Hub is at 
95-5695 Hwy 11.

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY IS A FEE-FREE 
DAY on Saturday, Sept. 24 at Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park and an opportunity for volunteers to 
remove invasive, non-native plants. Space is lim-
ited to the first 30 participants who email ahead 
of time. Those under 18 must be accompanied by 
parent or guardian. Meet at Kīlauea Visitor Cen-
ter lānai at 8:45 a.m. Wear hiking gear; gloves and 
tools provided. Each volunteer will receive a pass 
for a park fee-free on a day of choosing. Contact 
Paul Field at (808) 985-8672 or email field@ha-
waii.edu. Visit https://www.neefusa.org for details.

ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF LAVA RETURN-
ING to Halema’umau Crater will be highlighted at 
After Dark in the Park in Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park Kīlauea Visitors Center Auditorium on 
Tuesday, Sept. 27 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Join USGS 
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory Deputy Scientist-
in-Charge David Phillips for videos, images and 
latest science. Co-sponsored by Pacific Parks As-
sociation. A $2 donation supports Park programs.

A YEAR ON THE EDGE WITH National Park Ser-
vice & USGS is a one-hour talk on the edge of 
Kilauea caldera at the USGS triangulation marker 
at Uēkahuna, just east of the former Jaggar Mu-
seum site on Thursday, Sept. 29 at 3 p.m. Celebrate 
one year anniversary of the return of Kīlauea’s lava 
flow after a four-month absence. A Hawai‘i Volca-
noes National Park ranger and a USGS Hawaiian 
Volcano Observatory scientist will share highlights 
of the current eruption as it continues to erupt into 
the Halemaʻumaʻu lava lake. 

PETER LEE AND THE ROAD AHEAD will look 
closely the immigrant who played a role in the ear-
ly development of tourism in Hawai‘i, including 
Ka‘ū district. Presenter is Martha Hoverson. Enjoy 
free, rich historical presentation on Thursday, Sept. 
29 at Volcano Art Center Niaulani Campus from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more information, call VAC 
at 808 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org 

DAILY, WEEKLY, MONTHLY

PICKLEBALL at Kahuku Park in Ocean View on 
Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. To learn more 
and register, contact Jaquie Woodmansee at (808) 
929-7092.

YOGA at Kahuku Park in Ocean View on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9 - 10 a.m. To learn 
more and register, contact Trisha Meyer at +1 
(208) 353-3594.

NET RECOVERY PATROL on Mondays with 
Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund. The team and core volun-
teers conduct marine debris recovery efforts target-
ing large debris items, including derelict fishing 
net and line bundles, that are especially hazardous 
to marine wildlife. Due to Covid 19 restrictions, 
these events are limited to current HWF volun-
teers. Contact kahakai.cleanups@gmail.com for 
more info. Check https://www.wildhawaii.org/with 
its HWF calendar for more opportunities to get in-
volved with its bi-weekly net recovery patrols.

ST. JUDE’S SHOWER MINISTRY open to the 
public on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon, with 
hot water, soap, shampoo, conditioner, and clean 
towels. Masks and social distancing are required 
before and after showering. The long standing 
public shower service, put on pause by Covid, is 
supported by the Episcopal Diocese of Hawaiʻi’s 
Commission on Mission Beyond Church and St. 
Jude’s own outreach fund. Location is 8606 Para-
dise Circle Drive in Ocean View. Members of the 
congregation built the facility.

ST. JUDE’S COMPUTER LAB open Saturdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Work-Station Laptops will 
be provided. Printing and shredding is available. 
Training sessions on Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Powerpoint and assistance with setting up email 
accounts, Facebook, Zoom, and more are pro-
vided. Assigned times are available for individual 
help. Game playing is limited and no streaming is 
allowed. Privileges can be suspended by Adminis-
trator or Lab Coordinator. 

FREE HELP WITH FAMILY HISTORY in Kaʻū is 
available 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. every Wednesday. All are 
welcome to the Family History Center. The aim is 
to “Come Discover Your Past,” says the statement 
from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, which hosts the weekly sessions at 95-5682 
Hawaiʻi Belt Road in Nāʻālehu. The drop-in assis-
tance includes free Ancestry.com, Familysearch.
org, and other online resources.

KAHUKU RANGER GUIDED HIKES, Saturdays 
and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Join a Hawaiʻi Volca-
noes National Park ranger to learn about the his-
tory, geology, and ecology of Kahuku while hik-
ing through varied landscapes. Meet at the Visitor 
Contact Station.

STEWARDSHIP AT THE SUMMIT invites volun-
teers to help remove invasive, non-native plant 
species that prevent native plants from growing 

in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Meet with 
project leaders Paul and Jane Field at Kīlauea Visi-
tor Center on Saturday, Sept. 3, 9, 16, 24 at 8:45 
a.m Wear proper hiking gear. Gloves and tools are 
provided. Parental or guardian accompaniment is 
required for those under 18. Visit the park website 
for more details: https://www.nps.gov/havo/plany-
ourvisit/summit_stewardship.htm

EXPLORE KAHUKU UNIT OF Hawai‘i VOLCA-
NOES NATIONAL PARK Thursdays through 
Sundays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for eight self-guided hik-
ing trails. Join monthly Coffee Talk second Satur-
day of the month, 9:30 to 11 a.m. Take a guided 
trek with rangers on Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30 
a.m. Enjoy a ranger presentation on fourth Sunday 
of the month. Kahuku entrance is on mauka side of 
Hwy 11 near mile marker 70.5. See www.nps.gov/
havo/planyourvisit/kahuku.htm.

EXPLORE THE SUMMIT DAILY at Hawai‘i Volca-
noes National Park for an easy one-hour, ranger-
led walk from Kīlauea Visitor Center through the 
rainforest out to Kūpinaʻi Pali on the crater’s edge. 
Walks are 11 a.m and 2 p.m. Meet at Kīlauea Visi-
tor Center lānai. Visit Kīlauea Visitor Center for 
other ranger-led programs. 

OUTDOOR MARKETS

VOLCANO EVENING MARKET, Cooper Cen-
ter, Volcano Village, Thursdays, 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m., with live music, artisan crafts, ono 
grinds, and fresh produce. See facebook.com/
Volcano-Evening-Market-105888795330870.

VOLCANO SWAP MEET, 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of the month from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Large 
variety of vendors with numerous products. Tools, 
clothes, books, toys, local made healing extract 
and creams, antiques, jewelry, gemstones, crystals, 
food, music, plants, fruits, and vegetables. Also of-
fered are cakes, coffee, and shave ice. 

VOLCANO FARMERS MARKET, Cooper Center, 
Volcano Village on Sundays, 6 a.m. to 10 a.m., 
with local produce, baked goods, food to go, island 
beef and Kaʻū Coffee. EBT is used for Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food 
Stamps. Call 808-967-7800.

‘O KA’Ū KĀKOU MARKET, in Nāʻālehu, Wednes-
day and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact Nadine 
Ebert at 808-938-5124 or June Domondon 808-
938-4875. See facebook.com/OKauKakouMarket.

OCEAN VIEW COMMUNITY MARKET, Satur-
days and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., corner 
of Kona Drive and Highway 11, where Thai Grindz 
is located. Masks mandatory. 100-person limit, so-
cial distancing required. Gate unlocked for vendors 
at 5:30 a.m., $15 dollars, no reservations needed. 
Parking in the upper lot only. Vendors must pro-
vide their own sanitizer. Food vendor permits re-
quired. Carpooling is encouraged.

OCEAN VIEW SWAP MEET at Ocean View makai 

took 17 percent of the votes, with 4,454 cast for him.
Michelle Rose Tippens ran unopposed for the 

Green Party nomination for U.S. Congress.
Sen. Brian Schatz became the Democratic nomi-

nee for U.S. Senate. The incumbent took 94 percent of 
the votes, with 197,173 cast for him. Steve Tataii took 
six percent, with 13,344 votes cast for him.

Bob McDermott became the Republican nomi-
nee for U.S. Senate. He took 41 percent of the votes 
with 20,767 cast for him. Timothy Dalhouse received 
25 percent of the votes with 12,847 cast for him.

Emma Pohlman ran unopposed for the Green 
Party nomination for U.S. Senate. Dan Decker ran 
unopposed for the Aloha ‘Āina Party nomination for 
U.S. Senate. Feena Bonoan ran unopposed for the 
Libertarian Party nomination U.S. Senate.

Candidates, from pg. 4

Alice Leese, Artist in Residence at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, is a rancher and 
master of plein art and creator of this bovine portrait. She will present her volcanic land-
scape oil paintings at After Dark in the Park in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park Kīlauea 
Visitor Center Auditorium on Tuesday, Sept. 20 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Her residency is 
sponsored by National Parks Arts Foundation.

ALOHA FRIDAY MARKETPLACE hosted by Nāʻālehu Main 
Street, Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. art Old Shirakawa Estate 
in Waiʻōhinu. It features Made in Hawai‘i products, organic 
produce, creative crafts, art, flowers & plants, food, music, and 
more. Email AlohaFridayMarket@gmail.com.

THE BOOK SHACK is open every Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on the Kauahaʻao Congregational Church grounds at 95-1642 
Pinao St. in Waiʻōhinu.

FREE FOOD

ST JUDE’S HOT MEALS are free to those in need on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. until food runs out, no later than noon. Volunteers 
from the community are welcome to help and can contact Kar-
en at pooch53@gmail.com. Location is 8606 Paradise Circle 
Drive in Ocean View.

KAʻŪ FOOD PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Tuesday, Sept. 
27, 9:30 a.m. - Pau. St. Jude’s Episcopal Church above Ka-
huku Park in Ocean View. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food 
Basket.

ʻO KAʻŪ KĀKOU PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBUTION, Tuesday, 
Sept. 27, 10 a.m. - Pau. Kaʻū District Gym in Pāhala. Spon-
sored by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.

COOPER CENTER COMMUNITY PANTRY FOOD DISTRI-
BUTION, Wednesday, Sept. 28, 9:30 - 11 a.m. Located at 19- 
4030 Wright Road in Volcano. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island 
Food Basket.

SACRED HEART: LOAVES & FISHES FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION, Thursday, Sept. 29, 9 - 11 a.m. at 95-5558 Hwy 11 in 
Nāʻālehu. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food Basket.

KUPUNA FOOD BASKET, Thursday, Sept. 29, 9 - 11 a.m. at 
Kaʻū District Gym in Pāhala. Sponsored by Hawaiʻi Island Food 
Basket.

shopping center, near Mālama Mar-
ket. Hours for patrons are 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Vendor 
set-up time is 5 a.m. Masks required.

Rancher is Artist in Residence
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NUPEPA NA‘ALEHU
Fiftieth Anniversary of Discovery Har-

bour Golf Course was a rounding success 
and its organizers applaud the community. 
The Club of Discovery Harbour Board 
President Doug Phillips and managers An-
drew and Ann Lorenzo said they have never 
seen such a large gathering of people at 
the clubhouse. Andrew Lorenzo received 
a certificate of acknowledgment from rep-
resentative of Mayor Mitch Roth, Pomai 
Bartolome.

The 50th anniversary on Aug. 13 saw 
an outdoor, open house at The Club at Dis-
covery Harbour. A slew of local artisans, 
food vendors and service providers, along 
with live bands and a hula hālau, contrib-
uted to the celebration.

Phillips noted that The Club at Discov-
ery Harbour, LLC manages the golf course, 
leasing it from its owners. “The Club is a 
locally formed corporation with the goal of 
improving upon the current facilities, while 
maintaining a naturalist philosophy,” said 
Phillips. “The club is committed to provid-
ing a venue that is accessible and affordable 
to the community.” Services include Da-
Bomb meals with Chef Jason with lunch on 

Thursday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and dinner on Friday and Saturday from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Live entertainment fills the 
space on Friday and Saturday.

He said that an emphasis is placed on 
preserving historical sites and nesting areas 
for the such birds as Gray Francolins and 
Kalij Pheasants. The Club is committed to a 
golf course that maintains a minimal amount 
of water waste along with a minimal use of 
pesticides, said Phillips.

The use of The Club and its facilities 
are based upon a members and guest sys-
tem. Memberships are open to everyone 
at an economical price, said Phillips. “The 
current business model is similar to a fit-
ness club membership, with different tiers 
of membership that provide various levels 
of access to club amenities. The Club offers 
pickle ball courts, golf, a pro shop, a bar, 
along with weekend dinners and live mu-
sic. Members may also apply to rent out the 
facilities for weddings, family reunions and 
private parties.

Plans to host more events featuring 
local artisans, craftsmen, musicians and 
food vendors are underway and will be an-

nounced soon, said Phillips. 
Also assisting in the evolu-
tion of The Club at Discov-
ery Harbour are its General 
Manager Andrew Lorenzo 

and Ann Lorenzo, who helps to manage the 
golf course and clubhouse. 

The 50th Anniversary drew support 
from hundreds of attendees, the vendors and 
entertainers. Hālau Hula O Leionalani and 
its Kumu Debbie Ryder performers. Musi-
cal group Shootz opened the event, and the 
day ended with a dinner by Da Bomb Chef 
Jason Lofland.

The offerings from vendors came from: 
Triple 7 Shave Ice; Club Tec with Hawaiʻi’s 
personalized golf clubs; Bea Padrigo with 
lunches; Donna Masaniai with quilts and 
wallets; Looking Glass; Island Swanky; 
Fused Fragments; P&L Farms, with dried 
macadamia nuts, dried and fresh picked 
mangoes, bananas, and other fruits.; Mai 
Treats 808 with Pastries; Tanya Masaniai 
Ibarra Art; Malie Designs; K’s Green House; 

Discovery Harbour Draws Celebration for 50 Years of Golf

Pomai Bartolome, center, delivers a message 
and certificate of congratulations from Mayor 
Mitch Roth to the 50th anniversary celebration 
of Discovery Harbour Golf Course. At right are 
Ann and Andrew Lorenzo who manage the Club 
at Discovery Harbour. At right is Board President 
Doug Phillips and board member Ron Hughes. 
 Photo by Adryana Lorenzo

Triple 7 Shave Ice, with Tyler Blanco, Malia 
Corpuz and Chloe, Abero, brought many flavors 
to the Club at Discovery Harbour for the 50th An-
niversary.  Photo by Adryana Lorenzo

Folks of all ages practiced their swings at Doug Phillip’s booth at the 50th Anniversary of Discovery 
Harbour Golf Course.  Photo by Noalani Barmachia

A gift of flowers from Daydrie Nurial Dacalio, member of Kumu Debbie Ryder’s Hālau Hula O Leionalani, 
to attendees at the 50th Anniversary of Discovery Harbour Golf Course, with Tony Llanes looking on. 
  Photo by Adryana Lorenzo

Kapu’s Hawaiian Makana; Kealaʻikoa Cof-
fee Company; Paradise Kettle Corn; South 
Point Creations; and Have Tools Will Travel 
yard games, professional repair and home 
maintenance. Also on hand were Kami 
Takacs of ESP Realty and Jamie Kalua with 
handmade jewelry.

The address of The Club at Discovery 
Harbour is 94-1581 Kaulua Circle in Dis-
covery Harbour, Nāʻālehu. Any questions 
call 808-731-5122. 

The Club at Discovery Harbour Board 
Members are: President Douglas Phillips, 
Ron and Thelma Hughes, Mark Peters, Paul 
Morris and Sharon and Tom Shining.

its function and beauty as 
well as invite my students 
to contribute and to share 
their creations, passions, and 

interests.”
The nominee described Kaʻū High 

School as “a very small rural K-12 school 
with 500 students. Our district is very broad 
and wide geographically, so we have often 
struggled with chronic absenteeism, even 
before COVID.” She described the experi-
ence of some of the students who “wake up 
at 4 a.m. to get on the one bus they could not 
miss.” She noted that some of their parents 
work in Kona, “so it’s students’ own initia-
tive to get to the bus.”

Brooks explained that during the pan-
demic, students were given “a 1:1 device 
to take home and we had different learning 
hubs at different locations for students to 
come to use Wi-Fi.” She said the pandemic 
emphasized that “teaching is about sensi-
tivity and adaptability. Even though learn-
ing from home was nothing like physically 
having a round table seminar discussion 
or performing a reader theater of a play in 
our classrooms like we normally do, I used 
that challenge as a learning opportunity to 
bridge the outside world to my students. I 

invited journalists and experts from around 
the globe to zoom in and collaborate with 
my students. I got to learn new technology 
tools that would help enhance the learning 
experience for each and every one of my 
students.”

Brooks said, “Education is changing, 
challenging the past structures and ways of 
learning. Schools extend beyond the physi-
cal space of our campus to include local 
and global communities. Technology has 
become a liberating tool for collaboration, 
research, and creation, and many teachers, 
myself included, see opportunities to con-
nect with other educators across the state 
and country to reimagine and redesign edu-
cation for our students.” While navigating 
the challenges of COVID-19 and distance 
learning in rural Kaʻū was difficult, “for me 
and other educators, it has turned out to be 
an opportunity for great growth and devel-
opment in how we teach and in understand-
ing the needs and realities of our students.”

Brooks said that recent favorite teach-

Teacher of the Year, 
from pg. 6

Teacher of the Year, pg. 15
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Opihihale Resort, from pg. 1

K’s  
Greenhouse 

Always Spreading Aloha one plant at a time. 

 
Open Wednesday Thru Saturday      9 am to 4:30 pm  

92-8376 Catamaran Ln. ( from Hwy– turn on Tiki, right on Moana turns into Catamaran -
Between Donola and Walaka,) 

Follow on FB-  K’s Greenhouse 

Website- ksgreenhousehawaii.com 

ksgreenhousehawaii@gmail.com 

Phone 808-825-8795 

Want to plant a garden? It’s time ! 
All different kinds of Vegetable starts ,Herbs and  
 Beautiful Flowers. Stop in and take a look. 

WATER DELIVERY
Wai Moku

CALL RUDY
929-9222

Ka‘ū 
Newsbriefs 

Blog

Scan here

be used to host prospective residents dur-
ing real estate sales, be available to Kona 
Estates residents without restriction, and 
enhance the overall community experience.

“The configuration of Kona Estates 
is expected to be approximately 60 one to 
three-acre homesites with Two- to Four-
Bedroom Estate Villas or Four- to Six-Bed-
room Grand Estate Homes. Also located 
within the community will be a resident 
only set of amenities that consist of: a pro-
shop and community center, racquet club, 
full-court basketball, an adults only pool, 
spa treatment rooms, and juice bar.”

The presentation also says, “The devel-
opment team will work with native Hawai-
ians, local universities, and the farm bureau 
to incorporate traditional practices common 
to the region into the Kona Estates project. 
Developing this beautiful land with respect 
to its history and culture will be a priority 
along with maintaining strong relationships 

with the community. We will adopt sustain-
able practices as well as incorporate the 
famous Kona Coast coffee production into 
the community through a co-op with local 
university agriculture students and farmers. 
Wind, solar, and geothermal technologies 
will be considered and implemented when 
possible.”

The website presents drone footage and 
describes the location, giving the Royal Pat-
ent Grant: “The Kona Estates at Opihihale 
is located along the majestic South Kona 
Coast. The Property unique topography is 
elevated at the rear (east) and continuously 
slopes down to the coast line for over a mile; 
allowing for uninterrupted oceanviews from 
every homesite. It is about 20 minutes away 
from the more densely populated resort ar-
eas of Kona. The Property's address is: Mile 
Marker 93, Mamalahoa Highway, South 
Kona, Hawaii 96726, USA. The land is 
situated on the Westerly side of the Hawaii 
Belt Road at Opihihale 2nd, South Kona, 
Island and County of Hawaii, State of Ha-
waii, USA. (Legal Description: Royal Pat-

ent Grant 2572, Opihihale 2nd, South Kona, 
Hawaii.)”

The presentation boasts Incredible 
Natural Features: “The 324-acre site is over 
6000’ from east to west (more than 1.0 mile) 
and over 2000’ from north to south (near-
ly 0.5 miles). The Property is graced with 
extraordinary natural beauty, spectacular 
geological formations, including a natural 
lava arch into the ocean, unexplored ocean 
caves, and literally perfect weather. Many of 
these natural phenomena are a part of an-

cient Hawaiian history.
“Elevated 1250’ above 

sea level and consistently 
descending to the coastline 
for over a mile, the natural 

topography of the property acts as a giant 
amphitheater, providing unobstructed 180 
degree views from every estate homesite.”

To attract investors and real estate 
sales, the presentation employs the term 
“Welcome Home,” and states that Opihi-
hale is “The perfect canvas to create the 
ultimate luxury community. Low density, 
privacy, exclusivity, resort amenities, and 
personal services in combination with the 
most amazing views and perfect year-round 
weather. A community that places a pre-
mium on privacy and security with minimal 
impact on the awesome natural surround-
ings.”  See the entire presentation for inves-
tors and buyers at investinkona.com.

An online call to investors to buy into a luxury community project at Opihihale. See investinkona.com.



Protecting critical habitat for endangered 
species, including animals and plants in Ka‘ū, 
is the aim of a lawsuit filed in August by The 
Center for Biological Diversity. It accuses 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service of failing to des-
ignate and protect critical habitat for 49 Ha-
waiian endangered species. Designating criti-
cal habitat was required by the Endangered 
Species Act when the species were listed in 
2016. “This unlawful delay puts these endan-
gered plants and animals at greater risk of 
going extinct,” says a statement from Center 
for Biological Diversity. The suit names Deb 
Haaland, Secretary of the Interior, and Mar-
tha Williams, Director of U.S. Fish & Wild-
life, as defendants.

Read the lawsuit at https://tinyurl.
com/4w4b4a3e.

Two of the species found in Ka‘ū that are 
on the list are:

ʻAkēʻakē: The band-rumped storm pe-
trel, in Hawaiʻi, returns to land from its life at 
sea to mate and breed. Mauna Loa and Mau-
na Kea, along with other mountains on the 
islands, “provide the perfect habitat for these 
small, oceanic birds to make burrows as nest 
sites for their young. Historically, they were 
common across all the Hawaiian Islands, but 
their population has declined significantly 
because of habitat loss,” says the statement 
from the Center. The ʻAkēʻakē “is a distinct 
population segment found solely within the 
Hawaiian Islands. This isolated and geneti-
cally unique population is one of Hawaiʻi's 
rarest, most elusive seabird species.”

Nalo Meli Maoli: The yellow faced 
bees, with seven species on the list. “They 
represent one of the spectacular examples of 
rapid speciation that make Hawaiʻi a biodi-
versity hotspot,” according to the statement 
from the Center.

Maxx Phillips, Hawai‘i director for Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity, said, “After six 
years of dragging its feet, it's clear the Fish 
and Wildlife Service had no intention of pro-
tecting habitat for these severely endangered 
species, just like it's failed to do so for so 
many others. Hawaiʻi remains the extinction 
capital of the world. If the Service doesn't act, 
and act quickly, these 49 irreplaceable spe-
cies could disappear forever.”

Forty-eight of the listed species are 
found nowhere else in the world outside of 

Hawaiʻi. The Center's statement says that fed-
eral Fish & Wildlife “recognized in 2016 that 
these species were threatened by habitat loss 
and degradation resulting from urbanization, 
nonnative and invasive species, wildfire and 
water extraction. Yet the agency has failed to 
designate critical habitat. These threats are 
only made worse by the increasing effects 
of climate change through sea-level rise and 
coastal inundation.”

“Listing a species as endangered is only 
the first step in ensuring its survival and re-
covery. Critical habitat protections would 
prohibit federal actions that destroy or harm 
such habitat, and they would help preserve 
what remains of these species' limited native 
range. Species with designated critical habitat 
are more than twice as likely to be in recovery 
as those without it, making it imperative to 
protect the places where 
these rare Hawaiian spe-
cies live. In 2021 nine 
other Hawaiian species 
were declared extinct, 
highlighting the need for 
swift action,” says the 
Center's statement.

Once critical habitat 
is designated, other feder-
al agencies are required to 
consult with Fish & Wild-
life Serv ice to ensure ac-
tions they fund, authorize 
or undertake are unlikely 
to destroy or harm the 
designated habitat.

The ten animal spe-
cies named in the suit 
are: Megalagrion xan-
thomelas (orangeblack 
Hawaiian damselfly), 
and Procaris hawaiana 
(anchialine pool shrimp), 
Oceanodroma castro, 
(band-rumped storm-
petrel), and yellow-faced 
bees Hylaeus anthraci-

nus, Hylaeus assimulans, Hylaeus facilis, 
Hylaeus hilaris, Hylaeus kuakea, Hylaeus 
longiceps and Hylaeus manal.

The 39 species of plants named in the 
suit include these in Ka‘ū: Exocarpos menzie-
sii (heau), Portulaca villosa (‘ihi), Sanicula 
sandwicensis and Solanum nelsonii (pōpolo).

Also listed in the suit are: Asplenium 
diellaciniatum, Calamagrostis expansa 
(Maui reedgrass), Cyanea kauaulaensis, 
Cyclosorus boydiae (kupukupu makaliʻi), 
Cyperus neokunthianus, Cyrtandra hematos 
(haʻiwale), Deparia kaalaana, Dryopteris 
glabra var. pusilla (hohiu), Festuca ha-
waiiensis, Gardenia remyi (nānū), Huperzia 
stemmermanniae, Hypolepis hawaiiensis 
var. mauiensis (olua), Joinvillea ascendens 
ssp. ascendens (ʻohe), Kadua fluviatilis 
(kamapuaʻa), Kadua haupuensis, Labordia 

lorenciana, Lepidium orbiculare (ʻānaunau), 
Microlepia strigosa var. mauiensis, Myr-
sine fosbergii (kōlea), Nothocestrum latifo-
lium (ʻaiea), Ochrosia haleakalae (hōlei), 
Phyllostegia brevidens, Phyllostegia hel-
leri, Phyllostegia stachyoides, Pritchardia 
bakeri (Baker's loulu), Pseudognaphalium 
sandwicensium var. molokaiense (ʻenaʻena), 
Ranunculus hawaiensis (makou), Ranuncu-
lus mauiensis (makou), Santalum involutum 
(ʻiliahi), Schiedea diffusa ssp. diffusa, Schie-
dea pubescens (maʻoliʻoli), Sicyos lanceoloi-
deus (ʻānunu), Sicyos macrophyllus (ʻānunu), 
Stenogyne kaalae ssp. sherffii, and Wikstro-
emia skottsbergiana (ʻākia). 

For more on the work of the Center for 
Biological Diversity, see www.biological-
diversity.org.
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Suit Filed to Protect Critical Habitat of Endangered Wildlife

Seven yellow faced bee species in Hawaiʻi are named in a lawsuit aiming to protect critical habitat.
Photo from USGS Bee Monitoring & Inventory Lab

The band-rumped storm petrel lives at sea and 
nests on Mauna Loa and Maunakea. 

Photo from DLNR



Eating or accidentally ingesting raw 
freshwater fish, prawns, shrimp, crayfish, 
crabs, flatworms, sea snakes, frogs, toads, 
lizards and centipedes can subject people 
to rat lungworm disease. Raw beef and raw 
pork can carry the disease but not necessar-
ily lead to an infection in humans. This is 
according to new research from University 
of Hawai‘i and partners.

The report from U.H. says: “While 
many people know that rat lungworm dis-
ease can be spread to humans by slugs and 
snails, new research shows those creatures 
are not the only ones that have been trans-
mitting the illness.”

Researchers from the University of 
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa and the University of 
London combed through nearly 140 scien-
tific studies published between 1962–2022 
and found 32 species that can act as carriers 
of the rat lungworm parasite Angiostrongy-
lus cantonensis. Of these, at least 13 species 
of prawns/shrimp, crabs, flatworms, fish, 
frogs, toads, lizards and centipedes have 
been associated with causing rat lungworm 
disease in humans.

Robert Cowie, senior author on the 
study and faculty member in UH Mānoa’s 
School of Ocean and Earth Science and 
Technology, supervised Helena Turck, first 
author and graduate student at the Univer-
sity of London, who did this study as her 
master’s degree thesis research, remotely 
during the pandemic. Professor Mark 
Fox of the Royal Veterinary College also 
collaborated.

Cowie explained that rat lungworm 
has a complex life cycle that involves slugs 
and snails as so-called “intermediate” hosts 
and rats as “definitive” hosts in which the 
worms reach maturity and reproduce. Rats 
become infected when they eat an infected 
snail or slug. People also become infected 
when they eat an infected snail or slug, and 
this can lead to serious illness and occa-
sionally death.

“But people can also get infected if 
they eat so-called paratenic hosts, which 
are also known as carrier hosts,” said Cow-
ie, a professor in SOEST’s Pacific Biosci-
ences Research Center. “These are animals 
that become infected by eating infected 
snails or slugs, but in which the worms can-
not develop to maturity as they do in a rat. 
However, in such hosts the worms become 
dormant, but still infective. And if one of 
these hosts, or part of one, is then eaten raw 
by a person—an accidental host—develop-
ment can continue, but only up to a point.”

Rat lungworm development happens 
when they are in the person’s brain, where 
they are moving around, feeding and grow-
ing, but then the worms die without com-
pleting their life cycle. The damage to the 
brain and the massive inflammation that re-
sults when they die is primarily what causes 
the symptoms of rat lungworm disease.

“It is important to know not only that 
snails and slugs can transmit rat lungworm 
parasites to humans but also which other 
animals—which paratenic hosts—can also 
do so,” Cowie said. “The goal of the study 

was to pull all the information on paratenic 
hosts and their role in transmission of rat 
lungworm disease, previously scattered in 
diverse publications and obscure reports, 
together into one place and develop a glob-
al understanding of their diversity and role 
in disease transmission.”

Globally, rat lungworm disease is con-
fined largely to the tropics and subtropics. 
Hawaiʻi is a global center of the incidence 
of rat lungworm disease, and it was in 
Hawaiʻi where the connection between the 
parasite and the disease was first discov-
ered, by UH and U.S. government scien-
tists in the early 1960s.

“Several species capable of acting as 
carriers (paratenic hosts) are present in 
Hawaiʻi, including flatworms, centipedes, 
coqui frogs and cane toads,” said Cowie. 

“While people in Hawaiʻi are unlikely to 
eat these animals, it is not unknown for 
people to do so on a dare, and become seri-
ously ill. Elsewhere, certain paratenic hosts 
are eaten for supposed health reasons—
frogs in Taiwan and Japan, or to enhance 
virility—lizards in Thailand.”

Domestic animals, especially dogs and 
horses, can also become infected by the rat 
lungworm parasite, including in Hawaiʻi, 
probably mostly from accidentally or de-
liberately eating snails or slugs.

Other notable regions where rat lung-
worm disease is prevalent include South 
and Southeast Asia, where it probably orig-
inated, southern China, Taiwan, southern 
Japan, various Pacific islands and archi-
pelagos, Brazil, the Caribbean islands and 
Australia. The parasite has also been re-
ported from the Canary Islands and Balear-
ic Islands of Spain, as well as southeastern 
parts of the U.S. “Climate change may lead 
to its further spread into currently more 
temperate regions,” says the U.H. report.

The report also notes several recom-
mendations to prevent infection by rat 
lungworm.

“Awareness of which species may har-
bor the parasite is critically important both 
in Hawaiʻi and more widely,” said Cowie. 
“These animals should not be consumed 
raw. Additionally, wash all fruits and veg-
etables well under running water and in-
spect them for slugs, snails and possible 
other hosts such as flatworms so as to avoid 
inadvertently eating them or parts of them.”
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Ingesting an uncooked coqui frog can give people 
rat lungworm disease, according to a new study. 

Photo from University of Hawai‘i

Rat Lungworm: Prawns, Coqui & More Carriers Identified



A top National Park Service award 
has gone to a youth group volunteering at 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. Young 
adults enrolled with Hawaiʻi Academy of 
Arts & Sciences Workplace Readiness Pro-
gram received the 2021 George and Vir-
ginia Hartzog Award. It honors outstanding 
volunteer service for work performed in a 
national park that goes above and beyond 
normal duty.

A statement from HVNP says, “The 
youth, who cope with developmental dis-
abilities, have made a tremendous impact 
at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park for 
over a decade by removing invasive Hima-
layan ginger from park forests. The youth 
volunteer program is overseen by the park's 
Stewardship at the Summit volunteers, 

Paul and Jane Field. Many of the areas 
cleared by the HAAS youth and the Fields 

are now repopulated 
with native Hawai-
ian plants. Through 
this work, the youth 
participants have de-
veloped a sense of 
ownership for their 
public lands and take 
pride in making a 
positive difference in 
the world.”

In addition, 
longtime Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes Na-
tional Park volun-
teer George Jensen 
earned the NPS 
Regional Enduring 
Service Award, an-
other Hartzog Award 
category for the De-
partment of the In-
terior Regions 8, 9, 
10 and 12. The Park 
statement says, “Jen-
sen, who has more 
than 18,000 volun-
teer hours in Hawaiʻi 
Volcanoes National 
Park, provides much-needed kōkua on park 
interpretive media. He has constructed vis-
itor center exhibits, installed, maintained 
and relocated wayside exhibits, repaired 
electronic equipment from the inside-out, 
diagnosed complex audio-visual issues, 
and faithfully restocks park publications 
every week.” 

Hawai‘i Volcanoes Volunteer Coordi-
nator Kūpono McDaniel said, “All the vol-
unteers at Hawai‘i Volcanoes perform nec-
essary tasks that enable the park to fulfill 
our mission of protecting the natural and 
cultural resources for future generations. 
George Jensen, the Fields, and the HAAS 
Workplace Readiness Development youth 

have truly gone above and be-
yond the call of duty. We are 
indebted to their contributions 
and delighted to celebrate in 
their successes.” In August, 
McDaniel and HAAS Princi-
pal Steve Hirakami traveled to 
Washington D.C. and attended 
the National Park Service cer-
emony to celebrate America’s 
national parks and the dedica-
tion of those who serve. 

Interested in volunteer 
opportunities at Hawai‘i Vol-
canoes National Park? Visit 
the park website: https://www.
nps.gov/havo/getinvolved/volunteer.htm.
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SEPTEMBER Events
                                                                                                                                              

Exhibit: Circle of Life: Ka Pōʻai o 
Ke Ola, a collection of paintings by 

David Maes Gallegos at VAC gallery 
in HVNP continues through 9/18       

Exhibit: “From Pele To Poli‘ahu. 
The Kuleana of Change.” with 

Dominic Tidmarsh opens 9/24-11/6
                                                                           

Exhibits & Workshops at 
VAC Niaulani  Campus:                                           

Exhibit: Hana with Kevin Diminyatz & 
Clayton Amemiya continues through 9/9                                                                                         

9/3-Business of Art with Ira Ono                                                      
9/10-Jazz in the Forest-A 
Tribute to Duke Ellington                                               

9/10- Encaustics with Mary Milelzcik                                           
9/10-Zentangle with Val Odachi                         

9/11-9/25 -Make Your Own Glass 
Mosaic with Michael Reeder                            

9/17-Pen Sketching & Watercolor 
Washes with Patti Pease Johnson                                     

9/29- TN@TC- Peter Lee & the Road 
Ahead  by Martha Hoverson                              

Office in Volcano Village: 
(808) 967-8222

Gallery in HVNP: 
(808) 967-7565

volcanoartcenter.org/shop

Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village & VAC Gallery 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are OPEN! 

Visit our website for current hours

KA PEPA VOLCANO
Volunteerism Nets National Park Service Hartzog Awards

National Park Service Director Chuck Sams 
(center) stands  with Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park volunteer coordinator Kūpono McDaniel 
(right) and Hawai‘i Academy of Arts and Sciences 
principal Steve Hirakami at the Hartzog Awards 
ceremony.  NPS Photo by K.Graczyk

Youth volunteers from Hawai‘i Academy of Arts & Sciences and park volunteers Paul and Jane Field (center) prepare to enter 
the forest to remove invasive ginger in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. Photo courtesy of HAAS

George Jensen, in the distance, volunteered to help install the 
Footprints Trail exhibition. He earned the NPS Regional Endur-
ing Service Award for his more than 18,000 volunteer hours at 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.       NPS photo by Jay Robinson

Nāhuku, the popular lava tube in 
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park, reopened 
in mid August following data monitoring 
and inspection of a fracture near a large 
overhanging rock slab at the apex of the 
lava tube. Park management closed Nāhuku 
on July 30 when data from a crackmeter in-
stalled inside the lava tube revealed that a 
fracture near the large rock slab in its ceiling 
had narrowed by 2.47 mm.

Movement recorded on the crackmeter 
had been less than 1 mm since November 
2019. In response to the new movement, 

National Park Service Geomorphologist 
Eric Bilderback recommended closure of 
the lava tube for monitoring and evaluation.

A Park statement said, “Data collected 
during the 18-day closure demonstrated a 
return of movement similar to the previ-
ous record. This data, combined with expert 
analysis and a physical inspection, allow 
Nāhuku to safely reopen. In addition, the 
daily average velocity, the speed at which 
the crackmeter is either expanding or con-
tracting, has been below the velocity thresh-
olds established by the National Park Ser-

vice as normal in Nāhuku 
since monitoring began in 
2019.”

Park Superintendent 
Rhonda Loh said, “Condi-
tions are constantly chang-
ing on this living lava land-
scape, but safety is always 
our top priority. We appre-
ciate everyone's patience as 
we monitored the fracture 
and collected data from 
Nāhuku.” 

The Park statement not-
ed that “Entering any lava 
tube or cave is not without 
risk. Potential hazards in-
clude rockfall, low ceilings, 
standing water, tripping haz-
ards, low light or no light. 

Large rocks in Nāhuku were dislodged dur-
ing the 2018 eruption and summit collapse 
of Kīlauea volcano. Two crackmeters were 
installed in the lava tube's ceiling to moni-
tor their movement. Visitors should always 
plan ahead and check the park website for 
the latest conditions and stay out of closed 
areas.”

The park calls the lava tube (formerly 
known as Thurston Lava Tube), Nāhuku 
in reference to the Hawaiian name which 
means “the protuberances” and possibly 
refers to lava that dripped from its once-
molten ceiling. Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park has been returning to other ʻinoa ʻāina 
(Native Hawaiian or indigenous) place 
names throughout the Park.

Lava Tube Reopens After Crackmeter Gives All Clear

Nāhuku, formerly known as Thurston Lava 
Tube, has reopened after 18 days of closure to the 
public,due to movement of an overhanging rock 
slab.  NPS photo by Janice Wei
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Ira Ono’s Trash Art Show has issued 
a call for entries.The 33rd annual event, 
founded by the artist who lives in Volcano 
at his Volcano Garden Arts compound, will 

be held at East Hawai‘i Cultural Center 
in Hilo from Oct. 7 through Nov. 25. The 
address of the venue is 141 Kalakaua St., 
Hilo. 

Ono said, “With this exhibition, we 
hope to educate and increase the under-
standing of the island's socioeconomic 
landscape and ecosystem, to encourage 
artists and viewers to re-think the shop and 
drop mentality, and to stimulate our brains 
and hearts to find ways in which we may 
lower the carbon footprint on our island.

He calls the event, The Trash Show: 
Hawai‘i Artists Recyle. Entries must 
be original works of artists living on 
Hawai‘i Island, not previously shown in 
a juried exhibit. Large works are encour-
aged. Entries are due on Oct. 1 at East 
Hawai‘i Cultural Center for delivery 
between 9 a.m. and noon. Entry forms 
are available at https://ehcc.org/content/
call-entry-trash-art-show-2022.

Entries Due Oct. 1 for The Trash 
Show: Hawai‘i Artists Recycle

The first ever Marine Debris Art 
Contest hosted by Hawaiian Islands 
Humpback Whale National Marine Sanc-
tuary has set a deadline of noon, Sept. 30 
to submit artwork. “Students and families 
are encouraged to participate by collect-
ing local marine debris and creating art-
work with it - turning trash into treasure!” 
says the statement from the Sanctuary.

To Participate: Safely collect marine 
debris from a local beach. Collect as much 
as can; it can be any shape, size, or mate-

rial. Take the marine debris home and sort 
through it. Make sure to clean and thor-
oughly dry the debris planned for use in 
the work of art. Artwork can be a paint-
ing, collage, sculpture, or other creation, 
as long as it consists at least 50 percent 
marine debris.

Submit photos of marine debris art-
work online, including a signed copy of 
the release form. See https://hawaiihump-
backwhale.noaa.gov/news/2022/marine-
debris-art-contest.html

Two examples of marine debris art, made from 50 percent marine debris or more.  
Images from Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary

First Marine Debris Art 
Contest Deadline Sept. 30

ment and air conditioning;
Accelerating repair and maintenance 

on its own units;
Running units longer and on different 

schedules than usual to ensure sufficient 
generation is available; 

Requesting maximum output available 
from Puna Geothermal Venture.

The major blow to Hawaiian Electric’s 
ability to meet demand is the temporary 
shutdown of Hamakua Energy Partners, 
which has been unable to receive suffi-
cient quantities of ammonia to operate. The 
world’s largest chemical production com-
pany BASF recently announced several 
cutbacks in production of ammonia as the 
cost of natural gas used to make ammonia 
recently soared. Hamakua Energy has been 
run in recent years on diesel, then naphtha 
and biodiesel, providing nearly a quarter of 
the electricity used on the island.

A list of sources for electricity used by 
Hawaiian Electric, posted on its website 
shows:   

Hawaiian Electric uses oil to make 
firm electricity at the following plants that 
it owns, and in the following amounts: 
Keahole - 77.7 MW; Puna - 36.7 MW; 

Kanoelehua - 21 MW; Waimea: 7.5 MW; 
Hill - 14.2 MW; and Dispersed Generation- 
4 MW.

Hawaiian Electric purchases “firm 
electricity” from independent power pro-
ducers at the following places in the fol-
lowing amounts, using the following fuels: 
Hamakua Energy - 60 MW from oil and 
biodiesel, and Puna Geothermal Venture - 
38 MW from geothermal.

Hawaiian Electric uses variable, as 
available electricity, from its own Puueo 
Hydro - 3.4 MW and Waiau Hydro - 1.1 
MW.

Hawaiian Electric purchases electricity 
from independent power producers: Paki-
nui Wind - 20.5 MW, Wailuku River Hydro 
- 1.1 MW and Hawi Renewable Develop-
ment - 10.5 MW. It also buys renewables 
from customers - 116 MW.

The utility lists the following “in de-
velopment” sources for the future as: ES 
Waikoloa Solar - 30 MW + 120 MWh stor-
age; Hale Kuawehi Solar - 30 MW + 120 
MWh storage; Hu Honua (biomass)- 21.5 
MW; Keahole Battery Energy Storage- 12 
MW (12 MWh) storage only; and Shared 
solar: 0.750 MW.

power is available during those hours. 
Conservation methods include turning off 
air conditioners and unnecessary lighting, 
shutting off water heaters, and delaying 
activities like cooking, showering, laundry, 
and dishwashing.”

Hawaiian Electric explained: “The re-
quest for conservation is prompted by the 
unexpected shutdown of the island’s larg-
est independent power producer, Hamakua 
Energy, due to the unavailability of ammo-
nia used for pollution control.” Hawaiian 
Electric’s Hill Plant Unit No. 5 and Puna 
Steam Plant also are unavailable due to 
planned annual maintenance and repairs. 
These three plants normally generate 89 

megawatts for the Hawai‘i Island grid. In 
addition, wind resources are forecast to be 
lower than usual.”

Hawaiian Electric forecast that “Con-
servation likely will be needed all week. If 
necessary, rolling 30-minute outages will 
be initiated to protect the electric system 
and prevent loss of power to an even great-
er number of customers. Hawaiian Electric 
will notify customers in advance through 
social media. Please check @HIElectri-
cLight on Twitter for updates.”

Hawaiian Electric said it is also taking 
these steps:

Asking large commercial customers, 
including hotels and resorts, to voluntarily 
reduce energy use, especially heavy equip-

ing moments “involved seeing students 
grow as a human in confidence and happi-
ness. Last year when we got back in school 
together in person, we were so thrilled be-
cause a lot of students realized how much 
some people meant to them when they 
could not go out to see their peers. Through-
out the year, I strive to continue to build our 
classroom community not only to survive, 
but to thrive. Knowing that students need to 
reconnect with the place and the people, we 
went out together, laying on the grass soak-
ing up the energy and warmth from the sun 
to write journals about what was on our cu-
rious minds. We laugh and we cry while en-
gaging in literature: songs, poetry. Moments 
like when a student wrote a song inspired by 
a book he read in my class and played ‘au-
kulele in front of a cheering crowd of peers 
or another student emerged as a poet writ-
ing and performing poetry slam are among 
many many of my most fond memories I 
have, sharing space of learning and laughter 
with my students.”

In order for teachers to better con-
nect with students, Brooks recommended, 
“Be curious about your students. Ask them 
questions. Truly listen and really pay atten-

tion to their needs. Ask students for input 
and invite them to work with you as a team. 
My teaching mantra is, ‘I want my class to 
be a class that I want to be a student in,' and 
I ask myself that question every day.” 

Brooks encouraged teachers to ask 
their students, “Can you teach me some-
thing you know well?” She said the ques-
tion empowers students to take pride in 
their ability to contribute and encourages 
meaningful conversation. “I believe that we 
teachers can learn tons from our students. 
A student asked me if I knew how to play 
mahjong and I replied I don't know how 
but I can learn, they can teach me, too. We 
model a growth mindset and lifelong learn-
ing disposition through our actions.”

For this school year, Brooks said she 
is looking forward to “getting to know my 
students and spending time guiding and 
learning alongside them. I am also eager to 
connect with parents and my colleagues to 
best support our keiki. I’m eager to continue 
to mentor beginning teachers and students 
whose interest is in the teaching profession 
in our work-based internship program that 
we have at our school. I'm also always ex-
cited to keep in touch with my former stu-
dents and continue to be their cheerleader.”
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Edith Kanaka‘ole is honored with her 
image to be engraved by the U.S. Mint on 
quarters to be released in 2023. She is one 
of five prominent women in American his-
tory to be depicted in designs unveiled in 
August. The others are Bessie Coleman, 
Jovita Idar, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
and Maria Tallchief.

Sen. Mazie Hirono 
urged the inclusion of 
Kanaka‘ole’s image 
through the Mint’s 
American Women 
Quarters Program.

Hirono said, 
“Edith Kanaka‘ole was 
a prominent leader in the 
revitalization of Hawaiian 
language and culture—no-
tably as a renowned kumu hula. 
She helped preserve and spread Hawai-
ian language, traditions, and history, con-
tributing so much to the Native Hawaiian 
community, Hawai‘i, and our nation. It is 
fitting that she be honored with this special 
recognition. I’m pleased to see the design 
for her commemorative quarter today, and 
I look forward to seeing these quarters 
put into circulation, so that people in ev-
ery corner of our country can learn more 

about Edith Kanaka‘ole and her remark-
able life.”

Hawaiian wording on the coin says, 
“E hō mai ka ‘ike,” which means, “Grant 
us Knowledge.”

Authorized by the Circulating Col-
lectible Coin Redesign Act of 

2020, the American Women 
Quarters Program fea-

tures coins with de-
signs emblematic of 
the accomplishments 
and contributions of 
prominent American 
women.

Contributions 
come from a wide 

spectrum of fields in-
cluding, but not limited to, 

suffrage, civil rights, abolition, 
government, humanities, science, space, 
and the arts. The women honored come 
from ethnically, racially, and geographi-
cally diverse backgrounds. As required by 
the law, no living person will be featured 
in the coin designs, and thus all the wom-
en honored must be deceased. The Mint 
is issuing five coins with different reverse 
designs annually over the four-year period 
from 2022 through 2025.

Edith Kanaka‘ole to be 
Engraved in U.S. Quarter

Reach More People
Contact us for rates and space 
reservation
808-928-6471 or 
email: mahalo@aloha.net


