‘Āina Koa Pono to Hold Refinery Meeting in Pāhala on Sept. 19

Biofuel developer ‘Āina Koa Pono will
host a public meeting at Pāhala Community
Center on Monday, Sept. 19 at 6:30 p.m.
according to the Office of Councilmember Brittany Smart. The company plans a
question-and-answer session and to update
the public on its plans for a refinery between
Pāhala and Wood Valley and a biofuel farm
on 13,000 acres near the refinery and along
the old sugar cane haul road between Pāhala
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and Nā‘ālehu. The company promised to
hold monthly meetings with the community;
the last one was held on Feb. 21 in Pāhala.
If the biofuel company is successful in
producing fuel for the electric company, the
electric company would be allowed to raise
rates to pay for it, beyond the cost of fossil
fuel. ‘Āina Koa Pono states that the cost of
the biofuel could be initially higher than the
cost of fossil fuel but predicts that fossil fuel

costs will rise while the biofuel cost will
stay the same, eventually helping to stabilize electric rates.
Jeffrey Ono, the state Consumer Advocate, has recommended that the proposed
contract between the HECO companies
and ‘Āina Koa Pono, as well as the Biofuel
Surcharge Provision – the rate hike – be approved by the Public Utilities Commission
‘Āina Koa Pono , pg. 4
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‘Āina Koa Pono would put pasture land into
biodiesel crops.
Photo by Julia Neal
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Deadline Approaches for Nani Kahuku Resort Comments
by Michael M. Neal

Nani Kahuku ‘Āina is
bordered by Hawai`i
Volcanoes National Park
to the north, Kamehameha
Schools, Kahuku Ranch
and the Mallick lands to the
east and the Kawananako
and Hawaiian Ocean
View Ranchos to the west,
as shown in the Draft
Environmental Impact
Statement for the resort
development along the coast.

County OK’s Plan to Subdivide Land with Ka‘ū Coffee Farms
Ka‘ū Coffee farmers will be protected,
according to Chris Manfredi, of Ka‘ū Farm
& Ranch, LLC, the entity that recently gained
approval to subdivide more than 2,000 acres
into 101 parcels above Pāhala. The land, which
was purchased by investors in 2006, would still
be used for ag, except that up to 1.5 acres on
each farm lot could be taken out of production,

The coffee orchards of the Ka‘ū Coffee
Growers Cooperative are on 2,000 acres
where a subdivision is planned.
Photo by Julia Neal

should new owners decide to build houses. Existing coffee farmers would be compensated
for three years of production on each 1.5 acres
taken out of coffee, Manfredi said.
Manfredi said he is working on long-term
leases for existing coffee farmers for the land
that would surround the new houses. In addition to creating coffee estate lots where homes
could be built, the plan allows for an agricultural research station with a minimum size of
2.4 acres. It also creates a separate parcel for
housing coffee workers and a parcel for a coffee processing plant.
Manfredi said that in addition to the existing farmers, people inspired by the success
of Ka‘ū Coffee, including coffee experts, have
shown interest in buying farm lots and becoming part of the Ka‘ū Coffee-growing community. The Project Unit Development approved
by the county requires building paved roads

to the farm lots and providing water through
catchment or delivery from a well. The plan
prohibits more than one house on each lot.
Manfredi said the coffee farmers would
be offered the lots for sale. They would be sold
at market prices, he said. The land is zoned for
20-acre agricultural lots, but the Project Unit
Development allows smaller lots while leaving
gulches and steep hillsides in larger parcels.
Manfredi said the smaller lots were needed for
appropriate sizing of coffee farms.
The plan includes the land where most of
the more than 30 Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Cooperative members have been raising coffee
since sugar shut down in 1996. They created
and operate the coffee farms and take care of
the access roads themselves.
He said that 600 of the acres would be in
conservation and that his intent is to increase
Ka‘ū Coffee Subdivision, pg. 6

The deadline for comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement is Sept. 21
for Nani Kahuku ‘Āina’s proposed Kahuku
Village development on 16,457 acres makai
of Hwy 11 between South Point and Ocean
View. The land, which can be seen looking
makai from the scenic lookout along Hwy 11
near Ocean View and from Kahuku Ranch
and South Point bluffs, includes five miles
of coastline and Pōhue Bay, which is famous
for the nesting of the endangered Hawaiian
hawksbill turtle.
Upon completion of its first phase, Kahuku Village would have approximately
1,650 units, including condominiums, hotel
rooms, golf course homes, villas and estates.
Developers promise a Hawaiian Heritage
Center, protection of the turtles, a veterans
health center with 130 beds and helipad, land
for a school and civic center, two community
parks, and some 24 acres of shopping center
and other commercial development.
In order to proceed, the developers
would have to receive reclassification by the
state Land Use Commission of some 1,600
acres from Conservation to Urban and Rural.
Developers would also need county zoning
changes to allow specific types of development and to determine density. The developers say they would leave 5,833 acres in
Conservation, 728 acres in Open along the
coast, change 1,410 acres to Rural and put
179 acres into Resort.
The Kahuku Village Draft EIS describes
Kahuku Resort, pg. 8
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Ka‘ū Farm & Ranch Questions Biofuel Impacts & Feasibility

Land manager Chris Manfredi is calling on the Public Utilities Commission and
the state Consumer Advocate to consider
numerous questions about the refinery and
biofuel farm proposed for Ka‘ū and the
proposed rate hikes proposed by Hawaiian
Electric Co. to pay for it.
Writing on behalf of Ka‘ū Farm &
Ranch, LLC, Manfredi introduces his company as leasing approximately 6,000 acres
of coffee farms and ranches to nearly 40
families in Ka‘ū.
Manfredi claims that ‘Āina Koa Pono’s
microwave technology “is unproven.” He
writes: “Nowhere in the world is microwave
depolymerization being utilized to produce
biofuels on the scale described by the applicant. It is premature and unfair to ask ratepayers to subsidize a process and a plan that
is not transparent and stretches the limits of
technical plausibility. The applicant should
first demonstrate the feasibility of the technology and the agricultural plan, and allow
costs to stabilize before asking the public to
participate in subsiding the project partners’
private profits.”
Also to be included in feasibility, he
says, should be a plan for disposal of the
350 tons of biochar that the ‘Āina Koa Pono
plan describes as a daily bi-product of making biofuel.
Manfredi expresses concern over possible environmental impacts. “Portions
of Ka‘ū have been experiencing the worst
drought conditions in a generation, being

Ka‘ū Farm & Ranch says it is unclear how biofuels would get along with ranching.
Photo by Julia Neal

designated as D3 (extreme drought) by the
U.S. Farm Service Agency in 2010, with
rainfall totals currently off 70-80 percent
from historic levels. Current trends identified by University of Hawai‘i researchers indicate that climatic patterns will be marked
by longer periods of drought separated by
significant storm events. Replacing trees
with grasses will lead to increased runoff,
soil erosion, reduced watershed recharge
and increased sediment loading on ocean
reefs,” Manfredi writes.
Manfredi also calls for an Environmental Impact Statement. “The impacts on air
quality and watersheds are of significant
concern to the community as are the use of
public roadways. This should trigger an EIS
under HRS Chapter 343.”
He writes that he doubts ‘Āina Koa Pono’s claim that the proposed refinery would
have no significant impact on air quality, citing the company’s application to the federal
government for a clean air permit to allow
pollutants. How emissions would interact
with vog should be studied, says Manfredi.
Manfredi also claims that “The project
poses threats to food production, bio diversity, and a diversified economy. History has
taught us that monocropping leads to boom
and bust cycles that are dependent on economic and biological influences that are often beyond our control. A diverse economy
for Ka‘ū is the safest way to advance sustainable, self reliant and perpetual growth,”

he writes.
He writes that he is also concerned with
the future of ranching. “The applicant has
claimed that the biofuels farm will coexist with current pasture use. They have not
adequately explained how, while describing
lands used for pasture as ‘fallow.’”
Manfredi also contends that ‘Āina Koa
Pono is without an agriculture plan. “The
feedstocks have not been clearly defined.
Test plots have been tilled in the past few
weeks to test a variety of grasses. The applicant has told the community the crops will
not require irrigation and supplemental fertilization yet the test plots will. These claims
are contradictory and have bearing on the
feasibility of the program. The volume of
raw feedstock required to produce 16 million gallons of biofuels annually is dependent on what is being grown. Since the raw
material is a crop, thereby a key component,
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the applicant should have a clearly defined
and feasible agricultural plan, at least.”
Concerning the impact on electric bills,
Manfredi writes that approval of the biofuel
contracts could lead to further rate hikes.
“The applicant has revealed that this is the
first of several biofuels contracts that are
being considered. This application, if approved, will set precedent and will lead to
a layering of biofuels surcharges that will,
simply, lead to increased cost of energy
for ratepayers. Hawai‘i should be pursuing
proven, available technologies that would
lead to reduced cost of energy.”
He also questions the proposal to raise
rates only on the Big Island and O‘ahu.
“If these fuels are a benefit to the state of
Hawai‘i then the cost should be spread
across the entire spectrum of ratepayers,
lowering the cost for all. There appears to be
no justifiable nexus to the decision to levy
the surcharge only on Big Island and O‘ahu
ratepayers.”
Manfredi writes that he holds the following positions in the community: Vice
President of Hawai‘i Farm Bureau Federation, President of the Ka‘ū Farm Bureau,
Ka‘ū Coffee Festival organizer, director
of the statewide Hawai`i Coffee Association, steering committee member of Ka‘ū
Agricultural Water Cooperative District,
Vice President of the Big Island Resource
Conservation and Development Council,
state representative of the Coffee Berry
Borer Task Force, director of Ka ‘Ohana o
Honu`apo, Vice President of Ka‘ū Chamber of Commerce, and director of Ka‘ū Soil
and Water Conservation District. Manfredi
writes, however, that opinions expressed in
his testimony “are my own.”
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Park Options Vary at Kahuku, Kīlauea & Chain of Craters
by Michael M. Neal

Four General Plan options for the future of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park
went to public meetings in August. They
include changing the entry and constructing
addition roads at Kahuku. On the Volcano
side of the park, one option would limit restricting cars on the Chain of Craters Road.
“Each alternative,” said park superintendent Cindy Orlando, “offers a different
approach to protecting and restoring park
resources, using facilities, and providing
a range of access and visitor experience to
meet the needs of local residents, off-island
visitors, and students of all ages.”
The deadline for comments is Sept. 30.
They can be submitted online by going to
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/havo or by mail
to Cindy Orlando, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, P.O. Box 52, Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park, HI 96718.
A finalized General Management Plan
is expected to be approved by 2014. The last
plan was implemented over 30 years ago.
Since then, the park has more than doubled
in size, acquiring more than 117,000 acres
at Kahuku, stretching high across the slopes
of Mauna Loa to Volcano. In addition, the
number of park goers has grown dramatically, making Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park one of the most visited places in all of
Hawai‘i.
Alternative A calls for maintaining the
status quo. Alternative B “strengthens and
broadens opportunities to connect people
with the volcanic world treasure, Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park.” Alternative C “integrates concepts, perspectives, and values
from traditional Native Hawaiian land management (such as the ahupua‘a land management system) and ecological knowledge into
current park management thinking and decisions.” Alternative D “emphasizes the park’s
role as a refuge and haven for native biota,
people, and cultures in a world constantly
adopting to volcanic activity and island
building processes.”
Kahuku Alternatives
Alternative A would keep the same entrance to Kahuku with improvements for
safety, provide a minimum level of visitor
services and interpretation to accommodate
limited day-use, and limit public access to
the upper reaches of Kahuku (above the Upper Glover), although administrative access
would continue. It would continue a “small
scale orientation/interpretive strategy to define and site various media and messages
to interpret Mauna Loa geological history,
native forest conservation, history of cattle
ranching and Native Hawaiian presence in
the area.”
Alternative B calls for studying the
possibility of moving the Kahuku entrance
westward to a different turnoff road from
Mamalahoa Hwy. It would reassign existing
buildings multipurpose roles, such as visitor
services, administration, and park operations,
and establish open-air interpretation pavilions that would “convey a sense of arrival.”
The alternative would also establish accessiThe Ka‘ü Calendar

ble campgrounds that include overnight and
dispersed car camping.
Alternative B aims to improve twowheel drive access to the main road in lower
Kahuku. It would also allow general pedestrian access to upper Kahuku near the reservoir and ranger or commercially guided car,
horse, and bicycle access.
Alternative C would maintain the current entrance to Kahuku while making safety
improvements. This plan would use current
facilities for multiple purposes, but provide
visitor interpretation in buildings and not in
outside pavilions. Instead, administration

improvements, but would further work with
the state to expand scenic and interpretation sites along Hwy 11. It would, just as
the other plans, establish multipurpose roles
for facilities, bringing visitor services and
park operations in the same buildings, and
provide interpretive services. Like Alternative C, this plan emphasizes small-scale
overnight camping with minimal services
and specialized camps for larger groups and
study groups.
Alternative D would provide a twowheel drive access all the way north just
before the reservoir. However, pedestrian

More hiking and vehicular trails could be established in the Kahuku section of Hawai`i Volcanoes National Park.

would be located in adjacent communities,
and park operations and maintenance facilities would be away from visitor functions,
possibly outside the park.
The plan would create “a loop trail to
actively interpret the stories about people
who have inhabited the land and changes to
the land over time.” It would also emphasize
small-scale dispersed overnight campsites
that only provide water, restrooms, fire pits
with fire grates, and disabled-friendly sites.
Separate campsites would host environmental study campers and larger group campers.
Like Alternative B, Alternative C would
improve 2-wheel drive access along the main
road in Kahuku, but extend this improvement
all the way north to Upper Glover. It would
also allow pedestrian access to upper Kahuku
and ranger or commercially-led access.
Alternative D would maintain the current park entrance in Kahuku with safety

access beyond this point would be limited to
hiking on trails. Alternative D would “serve
as a model for climate change with forest
restoration.”
Kīlauea Alternatives
Alternative A would not change the
roles of present facilities on Kīlauea summit, but would continue to conduct maintenance and operational upgrades. The plan
would only provide minor improvements
such as expanding visitor interpretation at
Kīlauea Military Camp or at Volcano House.
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory would continue to function side-by-side. The observatory would still provide interpretation and
scientific activities. The alternative would
also “rehabilitate, upgrade, and reconfigure”
Jaggar Museum and interpretation services.
Crater Rim Drive would continue as a twoway road.
Under Alternative B, the park would

“adaptively use and possibly expand Kīlauea
Visitor Center to adequately address current visitation,” as well as enhance visitor,
orientation, and interpretation services and
support. It would explore establishing an
open-air pavilion for self-guided orientation
and interpretation. The administrative headquarters would be relocated to other buildings within the park.
The plan would establish a second park
entrance at the Mauna Loa Road connection
to make the Jaggar Museum the first stop
for visitors. It would also explore modifying the Kīlauea Visitor Center complex of
buildings. An outdoor amphitheater would
be added to the Jaggar Museum to take advantage of the views of the caldera from the
rim.
Alternative B would also maintain public access to Crater Rim Drive where twoway traffic is possible and allow visitors to
use both private vehicles and shuttles when
re-opened. However, large commercial buses would only have access to one-way traffic
roads from the museum west or southwest
to Chain of Craters Road Junction. The plan
aims to reduce traffic at Thurston Lava Tube
by providing one-way bus traffic, a shuttle
stop, removing private vehicle parking, and
providing more parking at Kīlauea Iki Overlook with an improved trail connection.
Like Alternative B, under Alternative
C the park would possibly expand Kīlauea
Visitor Center to better serve visitors. Administrative functions would be relocated
not just within the park but possibly to Hilo
as well. It too would create a second park
entrance off of the Mauna Loa Road connection, but would be used by staff, commercial
buses and vendors to reduce congestion.
The plan would only make improvements to
the Jaggar Museum if they do not increase
the facility’s carbon footprint.
Alternative C would limit access to
Crater Rim Drive only for public bicycle
and pedestrian access from Jaggar Museum
west or southwest to Chain of Craters Road.
It would also move bus pick-up and drop-off
to a different location at Thurston Lava to
lower congestion.
Alternative D, like Alternative C, calls
for the expansion of Kīlauea Visitor Center
Nat'l Park Options, pg. 20

Mahalo!

‘O Ka‘ū Kakou thanks all who
contributed to the 2011 Nā‘ālehu
Independence Day Parade:
• Ace Hardware of Nā‘ālehu
• Assembly of God Church of Nā‘ālehu
• Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Nā‘ālehu
• Island Market
• KAHU 91.7 FM Radio Station
• Lee McIntosh
• Mizuno Store
• Nā‘ālehu Elementary School
• Nalani Stevenson
• Ocean View Auto Parts
• Ocean View Market
• Punalu‘u Bake Shop
• Will and Grace Variety Store

Thank you for your patriotic
support of our community.
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Manfredi Nominated for Planning Commissioner

Christopher Manfredi has been
farms are located were recently
nominated by Mayor Billy Kenoi
approved for subdivision into lots,
to serve on the Windward Planning
most of them under the 20-acre size
Commission as an at-large memfor which the property is zoned.
ber. In order for him to serve, the
Manfredi said the purpose of havnomination must be confirmed by
ing the smaller lots is to develop
the County Council.
a farming community with approManfredi is the representapriate-sized lots for coffee farms,
tive of Ka‘ū Farm & Ranch, LCC,
including the farms where most of
a company owned by the real esthe Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Cooperatate investment group that bought
tive farmers are raising their world
6,000 acres of coastal, pasture and Chris Manfredi
famous Ka‘ū Coffee. Manfredi has
farmland in Ka‘ū after sugar company C. been a promoter of Ka‘ū Coffee for the last
Brewer shut down. The lands include many five years.
Ka‘ū coffee farms and lands next to the
Manfredi is vice president of the stateocean at Waikapuna.
wide Hawai‘i Farm Bureau Federation,
Two thousand acres where the coffee

president of Ka‘ū Farm Bureau, one of the
organizers of the Ka‘ū Coffee Festival, a
director of the statewide Hawai‘i Coffee
Association, a district steering committee
member of the Ka‘ū Agricultural Water Cooperative, vice president of the Big Island
Resource Conservation and Development
Council, statewide origin representative for
Ka‘ū on the Coffee Berry Borer Task Force,
a director of Ka ‘Ohana O Honu‘apo, vice
president of the Ka‘ū Chamber of Commerce and a director of the Ka‘ū Soil and
Water Conservation District.
Public comments on the nomination of
Manfredi are welcomed by the mayor’s office and the County Council.

The Steering Committee for the Kaʻū Community
Development Plan will hold
its next meeting on Tuesday,
Sept. 13 at 5:30 p.m. at Pāhala
Community Center.
Planning staff from Chris
Hart & Partners, a Mauibased firm on contract with
the county as a Kaʻū CDP
consultant, will be on hand to

meet the community. They will introduce
themselves and the work they are providing to help complete the draft CDP. Chris
Hart & Partners “will use community values, vision, and objectives to develop the
CDP analysis, policies, and actions related
to existing and proposed resort nodes in
Ka‘ū,” said Kaʻū CDP project manager Ron
Whitmore.
Also on the agenda are a brief CDP status report and a review of steering committee outreach events held last month.
For more information about the Kaʻū
CDP, visit www.kaucdp.info or contact
Whitmore at 961-8137 or rwhitmore@
co.hawaii.hi.us.

Kaʻū CDP Consultants, Sept. 13 in Pāhala

Andrew S. Bashrum, PB
Office
Fax
Cell
Email
Web

808-929-9999
808-929-9969
808-937-3751
andrew@kaurealty.com
www.kaurealty.com
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‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 1
with some modifications. “The provisions
of the Supply Contract appear to be fair and
reasonable and in the best interest of the
HECO Companies and its ratepayers,” Ono
said in his statement released in late August.
The Consumer Advocate further states that
he does not object to recovery of the costs of
biodiesel, transportation, and related taxes
incurred as a result of the supply contract
up to the amount it would cost for HELCO
to procure, transport, and use an equivalent
amount of petroleum fuel in its operations.
As part of its consideration, the Consumer Advocate took note of the state administration’s support for the proposed project, saying that “the concept of the project
ostensibly serves a number of principles
that are set forth in the comprehensive plan
that embodies the ‘New Day’ initiatives. For
instance, relying on fuel deemed to be renewable that is grown in Hawai‘i not only
serves the objective of reducing reliance on
fossil fuels, it also reduces the current reliance on imported fuels, thereby increasing
Hawai‘i’s self-sustainability. The proposed
contract will provide support for the local
economy by productively utilizing land that
had been laying unused and also providing
additional job opportunities for residents in
the immediate vicinity.”
‘Āina Koa Pono , pg. 5
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BUSINESS BRIEFS
Copper Thieves Hit
Wind Farm

Copper cables are reported stolen from
the old South Point Wind Farm. Police said
cables from the abandoned wind farm on
South Point Road were about 40 feet long
and four to six inches in diameter and covered with black plastic coating. The copper
cables are estimated to be worth $50,000. The
Wind Farm shut down years ago, replaced by
larger, more efficient windmills closer to the
coast at the Pakini Nui Wind Farm. The theft
is among several reported heavy-gauge copper cables stolen in Ka‘ū in the last month.
Police ask anyone with information on suspicious activity at the wind farm or with possible knowledge of the thefts to call Officer
Dane Shibuya at 939-2520 or the Police Department’s non-emergency line at 935-3311.
Anonymous tipsters may call Crime Stoppers
at 961-8300 in Hilo or 329-8181 in Kona and
may be eligible for a reward of up to $1,000.

Sign up for Girls to Explore
Math, Science Careers

The American Association of University
Women invites Ka‘ū fifth-graders to sign up
soon for the annual Girls Exploring Math and
Science conference on Nov. 17 at the Keauhou Beach Resort in Kona. Space is limited. Girls who participate in GEMS will be
joined by women from the local community
who will show them how math and science
relate to their careers.
Through these hands-on workshops and
exhibits, the AAUW hopes to stimulate interest and boost girls’ confidence in math and
science. All fifth-grade girl students residing
in the West Hawai‘i School Complex Area
– whether from private or public schools –
including Ka‘ū, are welcome. Girls will be
eligible for scholarships. Registration forms
will be distributed to public and private
schools the week of Sept. 6. Registrations
will be accepted on a first-come, first-served
basis until the Sept. 30 postmark deadline.
Space is limited, so girls are advised to register early. For more information, email AAUW
at gemsreg@aauwkona.org or call the GEMS
registrar Laurel Gregory at 322-4858.

New Building Code
Rescinded

The new building code approved in July
in a five-to-four vote by the County Council
was rescinded, said the Office of Councilmember Brittany Smart. Reconsideration of
Bill 270 was postponed for 30 days and will
be subject to two public meetings.
The new building code includes a
map of wind-designated areas that determine how a house has to be to stand up in
storms. Homes are categorized as fully enclosed, partially enclosed or open. Partially

Business Briefs , pg. 15
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Calling Artists to Directory Cover Contest

should include the name of
The Ka‘ū Chamber of
the piece, the medium used,
Commerce Annual Art Show
the size, the price and the
and Contest is coming up this
artist’s name. They will be
month at the Ka‘ū Federal
on display Monday, Sept.
Credit Union in Nā‘ālehu. Art26 through Saturday, Oct.
ists can submit one piece of
1 during the Credit Union’s
original art in any medium,
business hours. The public
and entry is free with a donacan vote for their favorite
tion of two to five cans of food,
piece throughout the week.
or the cash equivalent, for the
Coordinator
Wanda
food bank. Three cash prizes
Aus is asking artists to volwill be given, and the winning
unteer a few hours to host
art will appear on the cover
the show during the week.
of The Directory 2012, next
The winner will be anyear’s edition of the Chamber’s annual community and Photographer Peter Anderson’s nounced during the End of
Nene graced the cover of The
Show Celebration on Satbusiness directory.
urday, Oct. 1 from noon to
Entries must be deliv- Directory 2011.
ered to the Credit Union on Saturday, Sept. 2 p.m. For more information and to volun24 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Entries teer, call Aus at 929-9139.
‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 4
The Consumer Advocate’s primary
concern is whether recovery of the contract
costs from only HELCO ratepayers will
make the rate impact of the contract too
burdensome for the contract to be approved
by the Commission. While he states that the
biofuel surcharge is reasonable, he recommends that recovery of the costs be applied
to O‘ahu customers only. In his recommended plan, Hawai‘i Electric Light Co. customers would not see a hike in electric rates;
only those on O‘ahu would see a rate hike.
The impact on HELCO and Maui Electric
Co. ratepayers (Maui rate increases have

already been dropped from the proposal)
would be eliminated since both of these systems already provide a significant contribution to the ability of the HECO Companies
to meet state Renewable Portfolio Standards
and “such contributions are already reflected in the rates that are experienced by the
customers on the HELCO and MECO systems,” the statement says.
While Ono suggests that HECO customers bear the rate increase, he points out
that HELCO customers “should be found
responsible for the costs of the fuel required
to run the units that will be producing the
energy consumed by HELCO’s ratepayers.”
‘Āina Koa Pono , pg. 6

69 95
$59 95
$

one night
+ tax

Citizens Can Volunteer for Scenic Byway Plan

The Ka‘ū Scenic Byway Committee is Ka‘ū recently and has divided the highway
completing a Work Plan that specifies how into sections for focusing by subcommitmembers will work with the state Depart- tees. The sections are from Manukā Park to
ment of Transportation in a 12-month pro- South Point Road, from South Point Road to
gram to develop the Corridor Management the Punalu‘u turnoff and from the Punalu‘u
Plan, which will be submitted to the U.S. turnoff to the entrance to Hawai‘i VolcaDepartment of Transportation as a request noes National Park. Anyone interested in
for designation as a National Scenic Byway. helping can call Marge or Dennis Elwell at
The designation would bring federal fund- 929-7236.
ing for improvements that would be discussed in public meetings in
the planning phase.
The Work Plan includes
RESTAURANT
a request for funding for
Sun-Thurs 8am-7pm • Fri & Sat 8am - 8pm
consultants that the Byway
Committee expects to need
929-9717
now
Wi-fi ble
for such assessments as new
a
l
i
ava
scenic overlooks and a safety
September music lineup
survey.
9/2 ....................... Robert Savery 9/16 ............Back to the 50’s Trio
The committee held 9/9 .................. Keoki Kahumoku 9/23 ..................... Marion G Dog
public meetings throughout 9/10 ..................... Anita Mendez 9/30 ......................... Ernie Kalani

H AN A HO U

Oven Treats Inc
Where Ocean View Meets

per night 2 or
more nights + tax

Weekly $295 + up

Pool, Hot Tub, BBQ, AC, White Sandy Beach, kitchenettes, Internet,
on Alii Drive in the Village – walk to everything. Kona’s affordable
boutique hotel, clean & quiet. Large studio condos with big private
outdoor lanais & direct dial phones. Old Hawaiiana atmosphere.
Also, vacation rental condos of all sizes, daily & weekly.

329-3333

www.KonaHawaii.com

The Ka‘ü Calendar

Photo by Julia Neal

Hwy 11 through Ka‘ū could become a National Scenic Byway.

929-9432
Donuts, Apple Fritters, Pies, Cakes
Biscuits & Gravy • Fresh made Sandwiches
Burritos and Loco Mocos
All of our items are baked fresh daily including the bread
we use for our sandwiches.
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Ka‘ū Coffee Subdivision,
cont. from pg. 1
the farmed land from 280 existing acres to 1,000 acres. He
noted that Dr. John McHugh,
Jr., of Crop Care Hawai`i,
LLC developed an agricultural feasibility study for the
land.
The coffee farms have
become the new economy for
many displaced sugar workers who were given licenses
to use the land by former
sugar plantation owner C. Subdivision plans for Moa‘ula Coffee farms.
Brewer when sugar was leaving town. The ef- have built a reputation for some of the best coffort of the farmers is one of the few post-plan- fee in the world. Manfredi has also promoted
tation economic success stories in Ka‘ū. Their Ka‘ū Coffee for five years and recently said he
land licenses are starting to expire, and they are has lined up the sales of Ka‘ū Coffee to 140
looking for land security.
Starbucks in Japan, Canada and on the U.S.
All the farmers own their own homes, mainland.
most of them in the village of Pāhala, where
many of their children walk to schools, parks ‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 5
and the homes of their grandparents and other He suggests that, instead of raising rates,
relatives. The farmers travel up to the coffee HELCO could recover costs by billing
lands at Moa‘ula and Pear Tree by day and HECO, which would be getting increased
come home to their families at night. Most say revenue from its customers.
they want to keep their homes in Pāhala and
The Consumer Advocate’s statement
continue farming on the leased land. Owning can be read at puc.hawaii.gov/dockets.
a home in Pāhala and buying a lot where their
Many citizens have provided testimony
coffee is farmed could be too expensive, they to the PUC. Some of the testimony follows.
say. In that case, Manfredi says, a new lease
Dr. Philip I. McNamee supports the
could be offered. He says that new leases will biodiesel contract and the biofuel surcharge.
protect the farmers better than the licenses Practice director of the Pacific In Vitro Ferfrom the former sugar company.
tilization Institute in Honolulu, McNamee
In the last ten years, Ka‘ū Coffee farmers wrote that Hawai‘i’s dependence on foreign
oil for creation of electricity “is very expensive and
environmentally objectionable.” He claimed the project
will add jobs and reduce air
pollution.
President and CEO of
the Hawai‘i Chamber of
Commerce Jim Tollefson
recommended
investments
in renewable and alternative
energy. Without referring to

Mahalo

one and all for your
participation in the celebration
of Ka‘ü Plantation Days!
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Pāhala Quilting & Creative
Sewing to Open on Maile Street
Pāhala Quilting & Creative Sewing
Center opens Sept. 17 in the Olson Trust
Building on the corner of
Maile and Pikake Streets.
Donna Masaniai will offer
fabrics, many with island
and batik designs. Fabric
types will include poly-cottons, often used by hālau
for hula costumes. There
will be 100 percent cotton Donna Masaniai
fabric for quilting needs. Notions, including Superior threads, scissors, machine and
hand needles and elastics, will be on hand.
She also plans to host classes in the future,
bringing in quilting teachers to Ka‘ū. Quilting kits for pillows, potholders and wall

pahala
quilting

hangings will be available. Hours will be 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesdays through Saturdays.
Masaniai, who grew up in American
Samoa, is a resident of a historic home in
Pāhala. She said she moved here to be close
to her family. She retired as manager of a
computer programming department of a
large corporation based out of New York.
“Now I can spend full time on my passion,
the art of quilting, helping others to learn the
craft,” she said.
the biofuel surcharge provision. Feldman’s
‘Āina Koa Pono’s biofuel plans in Ka‘ū,
company employs 140 people. By the end
HELCO and HECO’s proposed biodiesel
of this year, it will have invested $2 million
supply contract, or HELCO’s proposed surof its own money in photovoltaic net mecharge, Tollefson said “support for alternate
tering, feed-in tariffs and demand mitigaforms of energy will create hundreds of new
tion. He testified that the ‘Āina Koa Pono
jobs as local businesses respond to the locontract “is an essential step toward energy
cally driven demand to migrate to innovaindependence.... As both commercial and
tive new ways of generating and distributing
private ratepayers, we support the Biofuel
power.” He also added that renewable enSurcharge Provision as it helps further diergy would expand businesses, thus increasversify Hawai‘i’s energy sources away from
ing tax bases, revenues, and the economy.
imported oil.”
Anyone with questions or comments for
Life of the Land executive director
Tollefson may call 545-4300.
Henry Curtis asks the PUC to require data
Sophia Hanoa testified at the Hilo hearfrom the electric company and ‘Āina Koa
ing on the biofuel project that she objected
Pono pertaining to projected profits from
to ‘Āina Koa Pono using a Hawaiian name
selling the by-product of refining oil at a rethat means “Good for the Land.” She said
finery planned for lands between Pāhala and
the company owners must have thought it
Wood Valley. He wrote that projected bywould be an “easy sell” to take a Hawaiian
product income is needed since the electric
name, but that these words have deep meancompany is asking to hike electrical rates to
ing to the native Hawaiian community and
pay for the biofuel project. He said profits
she refuses to use the name Good for the
from the by-product char that ‘Āina Koa
Land – ‘Āina Koa Pono. She said she opPono says it can sell should be considered
posed the proposal to take up pasture and
before assessing a rate hike on electric cusother ag land with biofuel crops and buildtomers. Curtis pointed to ‘Āina Koa Pono’s
ing a refinery near Pāhala.
proposal which says it will sell 140,000 tons
Kala Kaluna, of Pāhala, said she doesn’t
of biochar each year to agricultural and conwant her children growing up in a refinery
servation interests. “Will HELCO subsidies
town. She opposed the project.
for electricity allow AKP to reap unreasonJohn Feldman, president and CEO of
ably large profits from biochar sales?” asks
Tori Richard, Ltd., testified in support of the
Life of the Land.
HELCO/AKP biodiesel supply contract and
Alexander Causey, an engineer for
‘Āina Koa Pono, testified
that, of all the technologies
he reviewed for viability for
‘Āina Koa Pono, “there was
no other that compared even
closely with the microwave
COFFEE COMPANY
depolymerization technology with respect to production
per acre and capital costs
www.aikaneplantation.com
and pure potential because

AIKANE

PLANTATION

Humbly,

Toa Chie
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Ka‘ü Plantation Days Committee
Gail Kalani, Dorothy Kalua, Lynn Hamilton,
Ella Louis and Julia Neal.

Ka‘ū Coffee & Gifts

927-2252
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More Water Spigots
Open in Wai‘ōhinu

Mayor Billy Kenoi, along with other
officials and citizens, dedicated new and improved water spigot locations at Wai‘ōhinu
Transfer Station in August. Mayor Kenoi
celebrated additional sources of water for
those living remotely who need to haul water to their homes. Six spigot centers opened
around the island, offering safe locations
where residents can draw clean, potable water for household use, the mayor said.
Thousands of rural residents in the
County of Hawai‘i are served by household water catchment systems but also rely
on county-operated water spigots for safe
drinking water. The new installation is by
the county Department of Water Supply and
the county Department of Public Works.
‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 6
of its multiple product outputs – the process
works and will generate ASTM Specification fuel.”
Commander Matthew Cohen, of the
U.S. Pacific Fleet’s Energy Management
Office, suggested alternatives to biofuel in
order to reduce energy costs. “Before you
spend any more taxpayer money on energy
projects, strong consideration should be

The Good News of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi

Bring Hazardous Waste on Sept. 3
County Department Of Environmental Management will hold a special Household Hazardous Waste Collection event between 8:30 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 3 at the Wai‘ōhinu Transfer Station. Only
household-generated
and
self-hauled waste will be accepted. The event will allow
residents to dispose of acceptable hazardous waste to protect public health and the environment. Acceptable waste
includes automotive fluids,
Sept. 2 .................Keaiwa
used batteries, fluorescent
Sept. 9 ......... Just In Case
lights and pesticides. A latex
paint reuse collection and exSept. 16 ...............Keaiwa
change will also be held. A
list of acceptable and unacSept. 23 ............ Honokua
ceptable waste is available at
Sept. 30 ......................TBA
www.hawaiizerowaste.org.

South Side
Shaka’S

Citizens joined county officials at the new water spigot center in Wai‘ōhinu for the dedication of six new and improved
centers around the island.
Photo by Fred Ramsdell

given to ‘incentivizing’ shopkeepers on Kalakaua to shut their doors when the AC is
running,” he said.
He also suggested that all Hawai‘i photovoltaic projects be fitted with controls that
raise AV thermostat settings and disable
compressor circuits as solar array output
drops due to clouds or haze.”
He also
suggested that all new buildings have white
roofs and reflective coating to reduce heat

AT THE END OF YOUR ROPE? DON’T LET GO!

By Linda Fortin, REALTOR®, GRI, CRS, RECS, e-Pro, CIPS,
CDPE, Principal Broker, Pacific Horizons Properties, Inc.

We never cease to be amazed at the number of homeowners who are still in
the dark about foreclosures and short sales. So much has been written in the
media and the crisis is a frequent topic for television and radio. Yet misinformation and misunderstanding of the basics is astonishing, and far too many
homeowners lose their homes and credit ratings to foreclosure without even
attempting an alternative. Is a short sale quick, easy, and painless?—NO. Is
it a better alternative, less painful physically, mentally, and emotionally and
with a lesser negative impact on your credit rating?—DEFINITELY YES!
In a short sale situation, the lender will settle for less than the amount owed
on the mortgage. In order to qualify for a short sale, the homeowner needs a
financial “hardship” which will have to be documented in writing in a “hardship
letter” to the lender. Hardship can be simply defined as a material change in
the financial stability of the homeowner between the date of the home purchase and the date of the short sale negotiation. Hardships include mortgage
payment increase, job loss, underemployment, divorce, excessive debt,
forced or unplanned relocation, and more.
Next, you need a qualified Realtor® to market your home and guide you
through the intricacies of the short sale process, someone trained in facilitating short sales and with a proven track record of success. Successfully completing short sales requires a Realtor® who knows and follows proven systems and applies them to each homeowner’s special situation.
Then, prepare your homework. Once there is an offer to purchase your
home, your Realtor® will compile a “short sale package” to send to the lender.
This will include information provided by the homeowner, including the hardship letter, recent bank statements, verification of income, tax returns, statements of living expenses. Your Realtor® will also contribute to this documentation, presenting the case to the lender as to why the offer submitted should
be accepted, including marketing information, current market condition data,
information on any repairs needed, the listing agreement, the purchase contract, buyer information, and an estimated closing statement. With a Realtor®
properly trained in short sales, escrow can be no longer than an ordinary sale.
For additional information about buying or selling real estate, go to
www.PacificHorizons.com, where you can search all the real estate listings on the
Big Island, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, in real time.
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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absorbed by the building.
Cohen further suggested that all new
buildings that include air conditioning be
required to install a pre-heater for hot water
that utilizes rejected condenser heat.
Other suggestions from the Navy Commander: “Stop selling any incandescent
lamps,” and “T12 fluorescent lamps in
stores.... Establish a website that provides
‘Āina Koa Pono , pg. 8

Open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Daily

929-7404

PACIFIC HORIZONS PROPERTIES
Discovery Harbour

Colony I at Sea Mountain

94-1553 Kaulua Circle—
Pristinely maintained Discovery Harbour home has a beautiful ocean view. There are 3
bedrooms and 2 1/2 bathrooms, with a total of 1,224
square feet of interior living
area.
Slightly oversized
15,132 square foot lot is level
and nicely landscaped. There
is also a 2-car attached garage and paved driveway.

Unit 49—the best-priced unit
in the complex!! This is a 627
square foot, 1-bedroom, 1bathroom unit. Ground level
entry with second story 119square foot lanai. There’s only
a tiny ocean view, and the unit
is in a quieter location away
from the pool. Currently a vacation rental, and turnkey furnished, of course. BEST OF
ALL—SELLER WILL FINANCE!

View additional photos at www.PacificHorizons.com
Visit us at www.PacificHorizons.com, where you can search all the real
estate listings for the entire Big Island, in real time, 24 hours a day!

www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

PACIFIC HORIZONS PROPERTIES, Inc.

Naalehu, Hawaii -- 929-9000
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Kahuku Resort, cont. from pg. 1
the area as dry with lava rock predominating.
The study says it is unused for agriculture and
has little potential for growing food or other
commercial crops. It notes that drilling and/
or explosives may be required to clear land
for construction. Flyrock debris could cause
physical harm and dust, and vibrations from
explosives may damage nearby structures.
The Draft EIS states and suggests limiting
the amount of explosives used and establishing sufficient buffer zones around blast areas.
According to the Draft EIS, two rare
shrimp are among wildlife species living on
and adjacent to the acreage where the development project is planned. Halocaridina
rubra and Metabetaeus Iohena are found in
several of 17 anchialine ponds. The U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service website lists the Iohena
shrimp as a candidate for the endangered species list.
The Draft EIS states that ponds along the
coast would not be greatly affected by runoff discharged into marine environments by

The Good News of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi

the resort development and its golf course.
Installation of silt fences, temporary ground
cover, and directing runoff onto the golf
course itself, and onto low areas, retention/
detention basins, or injection wells would
help prevent runoff effects.
The Draft EIS also states that Nani Kahuku ‘Āina would take measures to preserve
hawksbill turtle nesting habitats at Pōhue
Bay and continue to partner with the Hawksbill Turtle Recovery project. Lights shining
directly into the ocean would be prohibited.
Lights near the coast would be shielded
and of low output to prevent disorientating
turtles. A planned Hawaiian Heritage Center would monitor nesting grounds, conduct
beach cleanups, and regulate shoreline access, the Draft EIS states.
The Draft EIS concedes that the development would have unavoidable adverse
environmental effects. “It will change the
character of developed portions of the site,” it
says, “from open space to a rural community
character.” Most highway travellers would
not notice the change, it says, because there
is already little development present. It further claims that development would make the
coast more accessible as there is little present
infrastructure. A 300-foot conservation zone
along the coast would minimize effects on
the shoreline.
Traffic would increase, it says, as part of
a general trend on Mamalahoa Hwy with or
without the development of Kahuku Village.
Nani Kahuku ‘Āina would implement road
improvements to minimize increased traffic,
including constructing a two-lane, two-way
main access road between Mamalahoa Highway and the Mixed-Use Village of residential and commercial units; separate left- and
right-turn mauka-bound lanes for the main
access; an exclusive left-turn westbound lane
for Mamalahoa Hwy at its intersection with
the main access road; and developing a stopcontrolled and channelized intersection for
the main access road at Mamalahoa Highway, among others.
Construction and operation of Kahuku Village would inevitably produce solid

September 2011

Hawaiian Civic Club Fundraiser Sept. 5

The Hawaiian Civic Club Of Ka‘ū will host a Labor Day plate lunch fundraiser on
Monday, Sept. 5 in the parking lot of Ocean View Market from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For
$10 per plate, buyers will have a choice of steak or laulau with rice, corn, dessert and
a drink. Each steak will be an eight-ounce sirloin, and the laulau is specially made by
Aloha Cafe with fish, pork and sweet potato. All profits support the needs of the Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū. Call Arlene Araki at 989-5141 to buy tickets or for more
information.
waste. Green waste from construction like county landfill. At the village’s completion,
shrubs, the Draft EIS says, would be turned there would be 21 solid waste transport stainto mulch for the site or recycled. All non- tion sites and the option for some residents to
recyclable waste would be dumped at the
Kahuku Resort, pg. 15
‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 7
“Constant monitoring of the plant is a rouHSS feeds of incoming solar radiation so tine measure when the plant is processing.”
PV system owners can install system perfor- The commander works with the Fleet Enmance monitoring equip without the cost el- ergy Office of the U.S. Pacific Fleet.
ement of a pyranometer. Performance moniPresident of ILWU Local 142 Isaac Fitoring will detect and report system faults esta, Jr. reiterated the union’s strong support
and trigger required repairs.”
for the biofuel supply contract for ‘Āina Koa
He finished his testimony by recom- Pono and the biofuel surcharge. Both, he
mending periodic inspections and verifica- says, will ultimately benefit the local econotions of hot water solar thermal systems.
my. “Approval of the Biodiesel Supply ConVice president and chief technology tract,” he said, “will mean the company can
officer Douglas Van Thorre, of TekGar, a secure investors and financing to construct a
pioneering company in microwave polym- biorefinery in Wood Valley and hire workerization technology, addressed concerns ers from the Ka‘ū area to cultivate, harvest,
over the effects microwave radiation. “In and process the feedstock crops needed to
our application,” he says, “the microwaves produce biodiesel.” This, Fiesta claims, will
are contained in a microwave-proof hous- spill over to other industries such as stores,
ing called a Faraday cage. It is a metal cage restaurants and medical facilities.
that doesn’t allow the microwaves to pass
Apart from economic benefits, Fiesta
through to the surrounding environment.” says that biofuel production will help the
Van Thorre says the microwaves used in the state reach its target of generating 40 perprocess are similar to those used in homes cent of energy needs by 2020. “The surin that the frequency of the microwaves is charge,” he says, “is an investment in our
the same and that both use Faraday cages.
‘Āina Koa Pono , pg. 16

When in the South,
check us out!

Fresh, authentic Mexican food served

Wednesday - Sunday
11 am to 6 pm

Located on Tiki Lane and the Hwy at
Ka‘ū Outpost in Ocean View.

939-7475

Page 8

September, 2011

www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

The Ka‘ü Calendar

September

2011

Patina Prayers, daily through Sun, Sept 18, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.,

Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Contemporary paintings by Christina Skaggs Free; park
entrance feels apply. 967-7565, gallery@volcanoartcenter.
org or vacgallery.com

Ocean View Neighborhood Watch meeting, Thu, Sept 1, 7
p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Friends of Na‘ohulelua Garden Gathering, Thu, Sept 1

and 22, 8 – 10 a.m. (weather permitting). Educational classes,
garden exchange, horticultural exercises and free breakfast at
Hana Hou. Dennis, 929-7236

Residential Household Hazardous Waste Collection, Sat,

Sept 3, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Wai‘ōhinu Transfer Station. Automotive fluids, batteries, fluorescent lights, pesticides, latex
paint. 961-8554 or hawaiizerowaste.org

Ham Radio Operators Potluck Picnic, Sun, Sept 4,

Manukā Park. All American Radio Emergency Service members, anyone interested in learning how to operate a ham radio
and families are invited to attend. Dennis Smith, 989-3028

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū Fundraiser, Mon, Sept 5,

10 a.m. – 3 p.m., Ocean View Market parking lot. $10 per
plate for steak or laulau, rice, corn, dessert and drink. Arlene,
989-5141

Labor Day Buffet, Mon, Sept 5, 5 – 8 p.m., Kīlauea Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Short ribs, salad/potato bar, ice cream bar & beverage.
$14 adults/$10.50 for lighter eaters and children 6 - 11. Ala
carte menu also. Open to all authorized patrons and sponsored
guests. Park entrance fees apply. 967-8371

Bay Clinic Mobile Dental Van, Tue, Sept 6 – Fri, Sept 9,
Bay Clinic in Nā‘ālehu. Call for hours. 965-3073

Kooky Cookie, grades K – 8 register Sept. 6 – 9 for program

Wed, Sept 14, 3 – 5 p.m., Pāhala Community Center. Nona,
928-3102

Ka‘ū Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, Thu, Sept 8, 6 p.m.

Pāhala Community Center. Members hear annual reports and
elect officers. Sen. Gil Kahele and Council member Brittany
Smart will attend. Potluck. www.hfbf.org

Red Cross Volunteer meeting, Thu, Sept 8, 7 p.m., H.O.V.E.

Road Maintenance Corp. office. For volunteers and those interested in becoming volunteers. Hannah Uribes, 929-9953

The Art & Traditions of Hula at Kīlauea, Thu, Sept 8

and Sat, Sept 24, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Kumu Maile
Yamanaka offers 45-minutes lessons in hula at 10:30 a.m., lei
making at noon and ‘Ukulele playing at 1:30 p.m. (bring your
‘Ukulele if you have one). First-come, first-served. Open to
all ages and levels. Free (donations welcome); park entrance
fees apply.

Atlas Recycling at South Point U-Cart, Sat, Sept 10, 9
a.m. - 1 p.m.

People and Land of Kahuku, Sat, Sept 10, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30

p.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, between miles 70 and 71 on Hwy 11. These guided 2.5-mile
moderately difficult hikes over rugged terrain focus on the
area’s human history. 985-6011

Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park Annual
Meeting, Sat, Sept 10, 11 a.m., Volcano House. Non-mem-

bers welcome to join in order to attend. RSVP by Mon, Sept 5.
985-7373 or admin@fhvnp.org

KDEN Annual Fundraiser, Sat, Sept 10, 6 p.m., Hilo Wom-

an’s Club. Silent and live auctions, entertainment. Proceeds
support KDEN’s Living History program, a drama program
at Volcano School of Arts & Sciences, a winter production, a
summer musical and the Volcano Festival Chorus. 982-7344

Sunday Walk in the Park, Sept 11, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.,

Mauna Ulu parking lot. Nick Shema leads this 14-mile round
trip hike to Napau Crater. Free to members of Friends of
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 985-7373 or programs@
fhvnp.org

Sumi-e Japanese Brushstroke Painting, Tue, Sept 13, 1 – 3
p.m., Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji.

Ka‘ū CDP Steering Committee Meeting, Tue, Sept 13,

5:30 p.m. Pāhala Community Center. The agenda includes
a status report, a review of last month’s outreach events and
Chris Hart & Partners’ discussion of their work on the CDP.
961-8137 or rwhitmore@co.hawaii.hi.us

HOVE Road Maintenance board or directors meeting,
Wed, Sept 14, 4 p.m., St. Jude’s Church. 929-9910

Dancing on the Earth: Becoming One With the Wind and Land is Shizuno Nasu’s topic at her dance workshops this month. Photo by Aoyama

Shizuno Dances with the Wind & Land

Shizuno Nasu returns to Volcano Art Center to teach Dancing on the Earth: Becoming One With the Wind and Land, on Saturday
and Sunday, Sept. 24 and 25 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. “Interested students at any level, including beginners and non-dancers, are invited to
experience movement while balancing mind and body, centering the self, and releasing their authentic spirit within,” said VAC education
coordinator Marsha Hee.
Morning sessions include warm-up exercises to stretch and shape the body, plus breathing techniques that bring in the natural flow of
Chi (mana/energy) to condition and balance physical health. Afternoon sessions focus on creative dance expression inspired by Hawai‘i’s
powerful nature: wind, water and fire energies. Students learn movements based on Hara Tanden Chi energy, an Asian movement technique that increases concentration and enlightens the spirit through relaxation and graceful body movements.
Nasu was born in Osaka, Japan and began her classical ballet training at age three. She was chosen as an exchange student with the
Bolshoi Ballet at age seven and made her debut as a professional dancer at age 19. Nasu’s quest for her own stylistic voice eventually
led her to study traditional mythological dances. “Beyond the influence of both the West and the East, Nasu refines her unique spirit of
mai, a dance attuned to the rhythms of Mother Nature,” Hee said. She currently lives in Volcano, where she continues to generate new
works and collaborates with other artists. In 2010, she premiered Pele and Poliahu concerts at East Hawai‘i Cultural Center and Volcano
Art Center.
Those who wish to preview Nasu’s class before signing up are invited to attend a free demonstration workshop and mini-performance on Saturday, Sept. 10, from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Dancing on the Earth orientation and classes are held at VAC’s Niaulani
Campus in Volcano Village. Cost for the two-day workshop is $95. Optional one-day or morning exercise sessions from 10 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. are available for $55. Financial aid applications are due by Tuesday, Sept. 13. Students bring their own lunch. To register, call 9678222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org.
of Nā‘ālehu School gym.

Ocean View Community Association Pancake Breakfast, Sat, Sept 17, 7:30 – 10:30 a.m., Ocean View Community
Center.

Get the Drift & Bag It! Ka‘ū Coast Cleanup, Sat, Sep 17,

7:45, meet at Wai‘ōhinu Park. Megan, 769-7629 or Kahakai.
cleanups@gmail.com

On the Edge of Kīlauea Caldera, Sat, Sept 17, 8:30 a.m.

– 2:30 p.m., Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Volcanologist
Ken Hon leads this three- to four- mile hike around and into
the caldera. Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park members $60; non-members $85 includes lunch at Kīlauea Lodge.
Park entrance fees apply. 985-7373 or institute@fhvnp.org

Recycling at Nā‘ālehu School, Sat, Sept 17, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.,

welcome. Ka‘ū Resource and Distance Learning Center, 963126 Puahala St. Marypat, 989-4594

Nā‘ālehu School Gym. Redeem your HI-5 sorted by type; receive 5 cents per container and additional 20 cents per pound
on all aluminum. Atlas Recycling donates 20 cents per pound
on all aluminum redeemed to the school. 939-2413, ext. 230

Reading Program, Thu, Sept 15, 3 – 4:30 p.m., grades K – 8,

Fall Art Market, Sat and Sun, Sep 17 & 18, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.,

Pāhala Quilting Group, Thu, Sept 15, 1 – 4 p.m. All levels

Pāhala Community Center. Nona, 928-3102

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu, Sept 15, 929-9731 or
936-7262

Kick Ice sign waving, Fri, Sept 16, 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. in front
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Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village.
Fine arts created locally are available for sale directly from the
artists. Demonstrations and hands-on activities. 967-8222 or
community@volcanoartcenter.org. Free

Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko performance, Sat, Sept

17, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m., Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
Traditional hula and chant performed outdoors on the hula
platform overlooking Kīlauea Crater. Featuring Halau Hula
Kalehuaki‘eki‘eika‘i and kumu hula Ab Valencia. Cultural
demonstrations 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Volcano Art Center
Gallery. Free; park entrance fees apply.

One Journey in Concert, Sat, Sept 17, 11 a.m., Hawai‘i

County Fair in Hilo. The local winners of the statewide Brown
Bags to Stardom talent contest perform.

Society of Creative Anachronism, Sat, Sept 17, 2 – 3 p.m.

Medieval recreation group talks, plans events, does handicrafts and more. Call for location. Michael, 895-8013

Plant and Seed Exchange, Sun, Sept 18, noon – 3 p.m. at

Na`ohulelua Historical Church on Kamaoa Road. Parking
along road. 929-7236

‘Āina Koa Pono Community Meeting, Mon, Sept 19, 6:30

p.m., Pāhala Community Center. The biofuels developer will
provide updates and answer questions about its plans for a refinery and biofuel farm in Ka‘ū.

After Dark in the Park – Natural History of Hawai‘i’s
Native Bat: Ōpe‘ape‘a, Tue, Sept 20, 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visi-

tor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.

www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Hawai‘i has a single native land mammal, the Hawaiian hoary
bat, known to Hawaiians as ōpe‘ape‘a. Frank Bonaccorso,
Ph.D., Wildlife Ecologist with the U.S. Geological Survey’s
Pacific Island Ecosystems Research Center, presents findings
on what is known about the elusive behavior of ōpe‘ape‘a,
including seasonal movements, feeding and insect prey, reproduction, and daytime roosting. He will also examine current
and emerging threats to the survival of these masters of the
night. $2 supports park programs; park entrance fees apply.
985-6011

Ocean View Community Development Corp. meeting.
Thu, Sept 22, 5:30 p.m. at Ocean View Community Center.
Poetry Slam, Fri, Sept 23, 7 – 9 p.m., Volcano Art Center’s

Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Up to 15 poets chosen at
random perform poems of their own creation, no longer than
three minutes each without props, music or costumes. Prizes
awarded to the top finishers as chosen by the judges. $7 at the
door. Drinks and snacks available for purchase. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. 967-8222

Open House, Sat, Sept 24, Kīlauea Military Camp in Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. In conjunction with the park’s Fee
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Free Day, visitors can experience how KMC supports America’s troops. All facilities and services, including guestrooms,
will be available to the general public. 967-8371

Volunteer On National Public Lands Day, Sat, Sept 24,

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. To do trail work, 8 a.m.
– 12 p.m. or remove ginger, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., call Laura,
985-6304. To remove knotweed, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., call Patty,
352-1402 by Sept. 19.

Volunteer Forest Restoration Project, Sat, Sept 24, 8:30

a.m. – 1 p.m., Devastation Trail in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Participants should be at least 12 years old and able
to hike at least one mile over uneven terrain. Pre-registration
required. 985-7373 or forest@fhvnp.org

Encaustics Wax Painting Workshop with John Matsushita, Sat/Sun, Sept 24/25, 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Volcano Art

Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Experienced
artists explore painting with professional-grade molten wax.
Limited to 10 students. $290 fee includes supplies. Optional
Saturday after-hours 6:30 – 9 p.m. available for an additional
fee. Financial aid available; applications due Sept 7. 967-8222

Dancing on Earth: Becoming One with the Wind and
Land, Sat/Sun, Sept 24/25, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Volcano Art

Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Shizuno Nasu
teaches students of any level “to experience movement while
balancing mind and body, centering the self and releasing their
authentic spirit within.” 967-8222 or volcanoartcenter.org

Embracing ‘Ōhi‘a, Sat, Sept 24 – Sun, Nov 6, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.,

Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. This group exhibit of the Pacific Island Printmakers features artists Andrea Pro, Margaret Barnaby, Nora Yamanoha,
Lisa Louise Adams, Kathy Molina and John McCaskill. Opening reception Sat, Sept 24, 5 – 7 p.m. Free; park entrance fees
apply. 967-7565

The Directory 2012 Cover Art Contest: Deliver entries
Sat, Sept 24, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. to Ka‘ū Federal Credit Union
in Nā‘ālehu. On display for voting Mon – Fri, Sept 26 – 30, 9
a.m. – 4 p.m.; Sat, Oct 1, 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. Winner announced
at End of Show Celebration Sat, Oct 1, noon – 2 p.m. Wanda
Aus, 929-9139

Kipuka‘akihi Hike, Sat, Sept 24, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., Kahuku
Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, between miles 70
and 71 on Hwy 11. Participants explore an isolated refuge of
rare plants in a remnant old-growth forest. Pre-registration required. 985-6011

Kīlauea Wings Buffet & Red Hot Lava Wings Challenge, Sat, Sept 24, 5 – 8 p.m., Kīlauea Military Camp’s Lava
Lounge in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Buffet purchase
of $6.95 includes Red Hot Lava Wings Challenge at 7 p.m.
Open to authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply. 967-8371

Ocean View Food Basket, Tue, Sept 27, noon - 2:30 p.m. at
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7000

After Dark in the Park - Mana I Ka Leo: The Power of
the Voice, Tue, Sept 27, 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center in

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Producer Dawn Kaniaupio
and director Ruben Carrillo present a special screening of this
documentary film that examines the cultural importance of oli,
the Hawaiian tradition of chant. The film won the Audience
Award for Favorite Short Film at the 2010 Hawai‘i International Film Festival. Copies available for purchase and autographs. $2 supports park programs. Park entrance fees apply.

District 6 Matters: Office of Aging, Thu, Sept 29, 9:45 a.m.,

Cooper Center in Volcano Village. Wes Lum and Alan Parker
join Brittany Smart to discuss rural issues with the public.
961-8536

AARP Driver Safety Training, Fri, Sept 30. This four-hour

class is open to everyone. No driving, no tests, no exams. $12
current members, $14 non-members. Mike Last, 929-8422.

View
Community Center. Mats
and props provided. Stephanie,
937-7940

Pilates Matwork,

Iyengar Yoga Classes Set for Mark Twain, Pāhala
A 10-class series of Iyengar yoga classes begins
this month at a studio in Mark Twain subdivision.
Certified Iyengar Yoga teacher Steve Salkin-Krucker
offers the twice-weekly sequential series that outlines,
explores and develops the method of yoga practice
recommended by BKS Iyengar for physical health,
mental clarity and emotional equanimity. “Students
will gain insights in the asanas and also learn principles of developing a fruitful, ongoing yoga practice
that moves us toward balance in our life,” SalkinKrucker said.

Mondays beginning Sept 12.
Beginning: 5:15
- 6:15 p.m./Intermediate: 6:30
-7:30 p.m. UHHilo Dance Division head Celeste
Anderson Staton
focuses on core
strength, musclelengthening and
a sense of well
being. Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano
Village. $84 (financial aid available). 967-8222 or volcanoartcenter.org

Exercise for Energy, Mon/Wed, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Discovery

Harbour Community Center. DVD instructions; bring your
own band, ball and mat. Free w/donation of non-perishable
food. Becky, 345-4334

Zumba, Mon, 6 – 7 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Community Center. Certified Zumba instructor Erin Cole, 938-4037

Basketball & Volleyball, Mon – Thu, 5 – 9 p.m., Nā‘ālehu
Community Center. Richard, 939-2510

ZUMBA, Tue, 10 – 11 a.m., Sat, 9 – 10 a.m., 19-4074 Old
Volcano Road in Volcano Village. Weekly dance classes with
Jami Vezina. $5. 238-2019 or zumbawithjami@gmail.com

Youth Volleyball, Tue/Thu, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Kahuku Park.
Marc, 929-9113

Karate Classes, Tue/Thu, 6 – 7:30 p.m., Ocean View Com-

munity Center. Instructor Peter Lubke offers free classes for
all ages. 939-7033

Free Play, Tue, 3 – 4:30 p.m., grades K – 12, Pāhala Community Center. Nona, 928-3102

Gentle Senior Yoga, Wed, 3 – 4 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji.
Senior price $10 for 10 sessions.

Yoga, Wed, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Pāhala Community Center. Steve,
345-1061

Yoga for Everyone, Wed, 10 – 11:30 a.m., Cooper Center,
Volcano. Yes, you can do yoga, no matter your age or flexibility. $10 per class or $42 for 6-week session. Debra Serrao,
985-7545

Iyengar Yoga 10-Class Series, Thu/Sat beginning Sept 15,
9 – 10:30 a.m., Mark Twain. Steve, 345-1061 or smsyoga@
gmail.com. Shary, 929-7647

Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, Thu, 4:30 – 6 p.m. Will

have morning session either Mon or Tue, 8 - 10 a.m. Call for
info. Noa’s Island Massage in first cottage next to Nā‘ālehu
Park. Please come 10 min. early. $10 a class or $80 for 10
classes. Noa Caiserman, 756-3183

Zumba, Thu, 5 – 6 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. Certified Zumba instructor Erin Cole, 640-8473

Beginner Line Dance Class, Thu, 6 – 7:15 p.m., Pāhala
Community Center. By donation. 323-8280

Gentle Yoga, Fri, 8 – 9 a.m., Cooper Center, Volcano. For

those who wish to deepen their yoga practice or begin. $7 a
class or $30 for six-week session. Debra Serrao, 985-7545

Weekly & Daily Activities

Volcano Winery Tours, daily, 10 a.m. These tours of the
vineyard and tea field are free and open to all ages. Longer
tours available for $25 or $45 per person. 35 Pi‘i Mauna Dr.,
Volcano. 967-7772 or volcanowinery.com

Fun Night at Ocean View Salon, Fri, Sept 30. Christie,

Playgroup, daily, 10 – 11:30 a.m., Wai‘ōhinu Park. For any

Exercise and Meditation

Volcano Farmers Market, Sun, 7 – 10 a.m., Cooper Center.

Pāhala Pool Schedule: 928-8177 or www.hawaii-county.
com/parks/aquatics
Yoga, Mon 7:30 a.m./Tue 5:30 p.m., Volcano Art Center’s

Free Lunches, Sun, after 12 noon, Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji.

929-7411

Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Emily Catey focuses on
stretching and releasing physical and mental tension. Open to
beginning and intermediate students. $10. 967-8222

Interval Fitness, Mon, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m., Ocean View Community Center. Weights, balls and Pilates. A.C.E. certified
instructor Erin Cole, 640-8473

Iyengar and Yin Yoga, Mon/Wed/Fri, 10 – 11:30 a.m.; Ocean

K
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Classes are scheduled for Thursday
and Saturday mornings from 9 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. beginning Sept. 15. Total fee
for the 10-class series is $80.
Salkin-Krucker also teaches at
Pāhala Community Center on Wednesdays from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. For more
information and details, call him at 345- Steve Salkin-Krucker
1061 or email smsyoga@gmail.com.
Call Shary Crocker at 929-7647 to register for the series.

age. Hettie Rush, 929-8572

Fruits and veggies, swap meet and more.

Sponsored by Thy Word Ministries-Ka‘ū and the Food Bank
Hot Meal Program.

Sizzlin’ Sundays, Kīlauea Military Camp in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. $1 Bowling, 4 – 8 p.m. Chef’s specials
at Crater Rim Café, 5 – 8 p.m.: Surf ‘n’ Turf Special short
ribs and panko breaded mahi mahi, $13.50; teri chicken meal
deal, $8.95 includes dessert and beverage. Thirst quenchers at
Lava Lounge: Fire Down Below, Just Peachy, or Sundae Tea
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We’re big on honda, we’re big on you!

Call 961-5505

“We want to help the people of Ka‘u,
because we’re born & raised in Ka‘u!”
www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com
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Volcano Rainforest Runs Raise $22K for Volcano Art Center

Over 500 runners registered for the
second annual Volcano Art Center Rain
Forest Runs helping to raise over $22K for
the non-profit. Three races which included a 5K run/walk, 10K and half marathon
were held on Aug. 20 in Volcano Village
with more than 165 volunteers contributing their time to the event. The top 108
finishers in each age category took home
art work donated by over 40 artists as race
prizes.
Scott Hunter, of Hilo, raced to first

overall in the 5K with a time of 19 minutes and 12 seconds. Karina Lawrence,
also of Hilo, took top female coming in at
23 minutes and 49 seconds.
In the 10K, Mark Noetzel, of Kamuela, finished first overall in 48 minutes
flat, while Serena Chamberlain, of Kona,
won first female in 49 minutes and 28 seconds.
Jason Braswell, from Kona, won the
half marathon in an hour and 23 minutes, keeping a pace of 6 minutes and 20

Miyashiro Places 4th Among World Runners

Kaʻū High Cross-country Coach and
P.E. teacher Angie Miyashiro is ranked
fourth in the world
and third in the nation among women
runners in her age
group. She and husband Stewart, of
Volcano, competed
in the USA Track
Angie Miyashiro at
Field 2011
the USATF World and
World
Masters AthMasters.
letics Championship
held in Sacramento, CA this summer.
Both raced in the Masters 55 age division
against athletes from all over the world,
including Britain and Australia.
Miyashiro completed the race about

46 minutes and 29 seconds, while Stewart
finished in just over 43 minutes. He placed
17th in his division.
Miyashiro said she “worked her heart
out and lifted a lot” to prepare for the race.
She advises her cross-country students,
“If you aren’t strong, you get injured. You
need to stretch and keep flexible.”
Miyashiro averages about 80 miles a
week and trains around the island to give
herself some variety. She said she belives
training in Kaʻū, with its many hills made
a crucial difference. She suffers from asthma, so the dry climate is an added bonus.
In August, Miyashiro competed in the
Volcano Art Center Rain Forest half marathon and placed first in her age division
and fifth for females of all ages.

Dylan Rush, a Kaʻū High alumnus and
recent Stanford graduate, is returning to
Kaʻū and gearing up
for his first fight as a
professional mixed
martial artist. The
fight will take place
on Oʻahu in October.
Rush has competed
in amateur fights,
the last this summer
Dylan Rush
against a Jiu Jitsu
master. His opponent
was a “tough fighter, but Dylan is that much
better,” said father Greg, who is also Dylan’s
manager. Rush easily took him down, maintaining his winning streak. Rush is 3-0 and
knocked out his last two opponents.
Greg said Dylan needs to get some
fights under his belt, but feels he is capable

of being a world champion. Rush’s variety
of martial arts skills combined with his topnotch athleticism and intelligence will make
it hard for his opponents to beat him. “They
have their hands full,” said Greg.
Rush was a standout athlete at Kaʻū
High. An All-American wrestler in high
school, he won multiple state championships and was also named a state champion
in Judo. Rush took a year off from college
and trained as a professional boxer and has
trained over the years with Indonesian martial artist master Bahati Merchant, of Ocean
View. He also studied Jiu Jitsu and Muay
Thai.
This year Rush will work with the
Americorps program as a Kaʻū High Senior
Project advisor and is also assisting the football coaching staff, of which is father is head
coach.

Hundreds of runners take off during the 2nd Annual Volcano Art Center Rain Forest
Runs held last month.
Photos courtesy of Volcano Art Center

Above left, Jason Braswell, of Kona, wins
the half marathon. Volcano’s Julia Williams crosses the 5K finish line.

Rush Returns Home for First Pro Fight

Young 5K runner Nikolai Shumov won
first for athletes ages 9 to 13 and fourth
overall.

Race Director Sharron Faff gets a congratulatory hug from friend Randy Ashley.

Trojan Football: Tougher, Bigger, Better

This year the Kaʻū High football
team is stronger and bigger than before,
said Head Coach Greg Rush. “We can
play more power football,” he said of the
34-member team. “We are a better team
than last year,” but winning will depend
on the how the rest of the league is doing,
he added. This year Division II teams are
shaping up to be tougher than Division I,
said Coach Rush.
For Rush it’s a waiting game to see
and coaches.
how
the
team will fare once the season
The next day, Saturday, Oct. 1, is the
Kaʻū High homecoming football game at starts. At press time, the Trojans had yet
6 p.m. The Trojans will face the Kohala to face their first test versus Honokaʻa.
He said the students need to “keep their
Cowboys.
For more information, call Athletic grades up and come to practice.”
The team engages in heavy conDirector Kalei Namohala at 928-2012.
Football, Cont. on pg. 13
www.kaucalendar.com

Steak Fry Supports Kaʻū Athletics Sept. 30
The Kaʻū High athletic department
will be holding a steak fry fundraiser on
Friday, Sept. 30 from 3 to 5 p.m. on campus. The sale precedes the Homecoming
Coronation ceremony held at 6 p.m. in
the Kaʻū High gym. Tickets can be purchased from Kaʻū High student athletes

The Kaʻū Calendar

Asst. Coach Donovan Emmsley coaches
Keani Mello-Waiwaiole, the only girl on
the football team. Photo by Nālani Parlin
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• Sat, Sept. 10, Kaʻū vs HPA, 6 p.m.
• Fri, Sept. 16, Kaʻū @ Konawaena, 7 p.m.
• Fri, Sept. 23, Kaʻū vs Kamehameha, 7 p.m.
• Sat, Oct. 1, Homecoming game vs Kohala, 6 p.m.

Volleyball

• Sat, Sept. 3, Kaʻū @ Kealakehe, 11 a.m.
• Tue, Sept. 6, Kaʻū @ St. Joseph’s, 6 p.m.
• Sat, Sept. 10, Kaʻū @ Kohala, 12 p.m.
• Tue, Sept. 13, Kaʻū @ Kanu, 6 p.m.
• Thurs, Sept. 15, Kaʻū vs CLA, 6 p.m.
• Sat, Sept. 17, Kaʻū @ Parker, 4 p.m.
• Wed, Sept. 21, Kaʻū vs Konawaena, 6 p.m.
• Sat, Sept. 24, Kaʻū vs Kohala, 12 p.m.
• Wed, Sept. 28, Kaʻū vs St. Joseph’s, 6 p.m.

Cross-Country

• Sat, Sept. 3, Kaʻū @ HPA, 10 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 10, Kaʻū @ Kamehameha, 10 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 24, Kaʻū @ Waiakea, 10 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 30, Kaʻū @ HPA, 3 p.m.

Air Riflery

• Sat, Sept. 3, East @ Waiakea, 10 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 10, East @ Konawaena, 10 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 17, East @ Waiakea, 10 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 24, Kaʻū @ Kamehameha, 10 a.m.
• Sat, Oct. 1, BIIF @ Konawaena, 10 a.m.

Bowling

• Sat, Sept. 3, Kaʻū @ Hilo Lanes, 9 a.m.
• Wed, Sept. 7, Kaʻū @ Kona Bowl, 1 p.m.
• Sat, Sept. 10, Kaʻū @ Hilo Lanes, 9 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 17, Kaʻū @ Kona Bowl, 9 a.m.
• Sat, Sept. 24, Kaʻū @ Hilo Lanes, 9 a.m.
• Wed, Sept. 28, Kaʻū @ Kona Bowl, 1 p.m.

Pahala Plantation Cottages
Check out our Kamaaina Rates!

928-9811

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESSES!!
Tell them you saw their
ad in the ka`u calendar!

James Dacalio

football, cont. from pg. 11
ditioning to start each practice, lifting 45-lb discs over their heads while
team captain Mark Cuison calls out the
drills. The athletes also do a strenuous
series of exercises dubbed the 18-minute workout. “If you can do that, you
can do anything,” said Rush. “These
boys are in darn good shape.”
Alika Kaopua
Photos by Nālāni Parlin
“The players have a lot of heart and
are dedicated,” commented defensive
Steak Fry & Coronation Sept. 30
Kaʻū High athletic department raises much needed funds guard Hercules Soder, who was among
the players contributing to the Trojanʻs
with a steak fry Friday, Sept. 30 on campus from 3-5 p.m.
first win last year - the first in 10 years.
Buy tickets from Trojan athletes and coaches.
Joining Cuison as team captains
Homecoming coronation is at 6 p.m. in the Kaʻū High gym.
are also Keliʻi Kane, James Dacalio and
Call 928-2012 for more information.
Alika Kaopua. “All of them are natural
leaders and have kids following them
Kaʻū High Athletics Updates
on the team. Those four really have to
step up for the team to be successful,”
Community members attending high school sporting
said Rush.
events are reminded to follow a code of conduct, promotThe 2011 offensive lineup includes
ing positive and encouraging behavior. A copy of the code is
quarterback Daellan Kai, running back
available at the Kaʻū High school office.
James Dacalio, center Derrick Velez,
Kaʻū Athletic Director Kalei Namohala conducted three
guards Keliikoa Kane and Jay Bilog,
athletic parent meetings in Pāhala, Nāʻālehu and Ocean View.
Grant Galimba and Pomai Olson as
She said a family night event is planned for a football game
tackles and wide receivers Mark Cuiin October. Details to be determined. For more information, son, Oliver Asistin, Evan Vanterpool
contact athletics at 928-2012.
and Alika Kaopua.
Cuison is also playing
safety on defense with Preston
Kuahiwinui. Asistin serves as
corner with Kaopua. Dacalio
is also a linebacker with Billy
Lorance and Kupono Palakiko-Leffew. Defensive ends
are Austin Stoner and Honua
Kauhi, while defensive tackles
are Quincy Kaawa and Keani
Mello-Waiwaiole.
Assisting Coach Rush are
Kevin Brown, Mark Pocock,
Sam Ah Yee, Dylan Rush and
Charles Kaawa.
Homecoming is Saturday,
Oct. 1 at 6 p.m. versus the Kohala Cowboys.

Kaʻū High Cross-Country teams 1st Row (l-r): Asst. Captain Cash
Sheppard grade 11, Captain Patrick Garcia 12, Chazlyn Fuerte 10,
Dyciana Cabanilla 11, Leslie Arce 12, Annie Mae Flores 12, Coach Angie
Miyashiro; 2nd Row Robert Sharkey 10, Rowena Sembran 10, Kyra
Malepe 10, Christian Cabanilla 12, Eunice Longakit 12, Leah MelloWaiwaiole 10, John Gilbert Gorali 12, Andrew Garcia 10; 3rd Row,
Petronilo Espaniola 9, Manual Lobos Daz 9, Julia Espaniola 11, Mariah
Chingee 11, Douglas Phillips 11, John Ancheta 9, Alexis Alejo 10; 4th Row:
Cass Keel 9 and Asst. Coach Jared Yates. Missing: Jemy-Ray Palancia and
Shaylin Navarro

Kaʻū Cross-Country Triples its Runners

With 25 runners on the roster, Cross-country Coach Angie Miyashiro is elated. “Typically we have six to eight people,” she said, but
this year she really pumped up
her recruiting and it paid off.
The group, ranging in age from
freshmen to seniors, is truly an
eclectic bunch, said Miyashiro.
“Cross-country is not glamorous
and it is not easy,” she added, so
she is psyched to have a large
group turn out to try it.
Returning are senior Team
Captain Patrick Garcia and juniors Doug Phillips and Mariah
Leading the pack, Trojan CrossChingee and sophomores Leah
country coach Angie Miyashiro,
Mello-Waiwaiole. Assistant Capof Volcano, competing at the
tain is junior Cash Sheppard.
USA Track and Field 2011 World
Miyashiro said she was
Masters Athletics Championships.
happy to have volunteer coach
Jared Yates helping out with the team this year. She also hoped to secure transportation for the large team, so all could have an opportunity
to compete.

Bowling Begins by Teaching Calm and Focus

M-F, 2-4 p.m. & Sa, 9a-1p

NOW OPEN

for safety inspections
& walk-ins

1st & 3rd SATURDAYS

of the month, 9 a.m-1 p.m.

Bowling necesitates “peace of mind and being comfortable with the roll,” said Kaʻū High Coach Hiʻilani Lapera. She is guiding eight new members in their first “roll” at competitive bowling. “Every frame is a new start.” At press time, the ten-member team
looked forward to their first match at the end of August.
They are a great bunch of kids, said Lapera, who is happy to welcome back returnees Siena Okimoto and William Mitchell, both
sophomores. Also on the team are sophomores Kamrie Koi and Rowena Sembran and freshmen Steeli Bartley, Jasmine Walker, Jena
Haʻalilio, Marileah Lalin, Jennifer Tabios and Selena Segundo. “I am so fortunate to be here year after year and so blessed the bowling program goes on,” said Lapera, who has been coaching for several years. Lapera bowled competitively as a youth on military
bases and started coaching high school bowling as her husband Tom’s assistant. Eventually she took over the program.
The team practices once a week at the Kilauea Military Camp bowling lanes, with park entry fees graciously waived.

Landeros Represents Kaʻū; Wins 3 Medals at Summer Special Olympics

By David Berry
This summer Ralph Landeros of Kaʻū
High represented the Big Island at the
Hawaiʻi State Summer Special Olympics
games held at the University of Hawaiʻi at
Mānoa. This was Landeros’ second time
attending and he had a great time. Of his
three events, he placed second in the 200Meter Dash, third in the Running Long
jump, and came in fourth in the 100-Me- Ralph Landeros

ter Dash. He
was coached
and chaperoned by
Big Island’s
Aunty Billie
and Coach
Don.

VB Makes Cuts; Gets Serious for Season

Landeros’ favorite things about being in the games were the big dance, the
opening ceremonies, having fun and, of
course, the competition. He competed the
last weekend of May. He was housed with
other athletes in university dorms. His
friends and coaches at Kaʻū were not able

Shirakawa Takes First in Oʻahu Motocross

Fifteen-year-old Noah Shirakawa, of
Waiʻōhinu, took first place at the Hawai’i
Motocross Association’s 29th Annual
State Championship held at the Kahuku Race Track in July on O’ahu’s north
shore. Shirakawa won the 250cc Amateur Class finishing first in both motos.
He also entered the 450cc Amateur Class
took first place in the first moto, but took
a DNF in the second moto. Noah plans to
race on Kaua’i for the Kaua’i Motocross
Race Association’s State Championships
held in September. Noah spent a month
in California training this past summer.

So many female athletes came out to
join Kaʻū High volleyball, Head Coach
Elijah Navarro was forced to cut people
from both JV and Varsity teams. “There
just were not enough jerseys,” he said.
Varsity team members are senior
Brooke Medeiros-Shibuya as setter and
senior middle hitters Joyce Ibasan and
Pili Kailiawa. Juniors Kaila Olson and
Marley Strand-Nicolaisen are middlehitters, while Janessa Jara plays libero.
Outside hitters are junior Leah Cariaga
and sophomores Tiana Pascubillo, Toni
Beck, Kamalani Fujikawa, Taylor Pocock
and Kristina Padrigo. Sophomore Jernest
Breithaupt-Louis is defensive specialist.
At press time, the team played in a preseason tourney at St. Joseph’s and placed
in the top-tier gold bracket going into the
single elimination finals. The Trojans lost
to Iʻolani, from Oʻahu, who went on to
clinch the championship. Marley StrandNicolaisen was named to the all-star tour-

nament team.
Navarro
said he has
high expectations for the
girls
after
taking
last
year’s teams
to
States,
but both the
coaching staff
and the team
members need
JV player Kerrilynn Doto work extra
mondon drills with Varhard to ensure
sity member Joyce Ibasan.
success.
Photo by Nālani Parlin
JV team
members are juniors Jenna Gascon and
Janeane Tadeo and freshmen Kehau Ke,
Aysha Kaupu, Denisha Navarro, Kerrilynn Domondon, Sky Kanakaole, Shaenese Tailon, Jennifer Tabios and Shyann
Flores.

The Kaʻū Men’s & Women’s Softball
League is hosting games every Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m.
at Nā’ālehu Park until the end of October.
Ravel Kaupu organized the tourney to
continue the enthuasiasm created by Donald Garo’s annual summer softball league.
Kaupu’s league, however, plays with a
hard softball and gender specific teams,
whereas Garo’s league used a nerf softball
and had co-ed teams.
Kaupu said more women have come
out to play since instituting the all-women’s league. Careful to make the tourney
a community event, he met with all the
team captains beforehand to ask their help
deciding the rules. Also each team takes
turns running the concession as a fundraiser for their team.
So far teams competing in Kaupu’s
league are men’s teams: Kaupu’s Kaʻū
Boyz, Kyle Tsukamoto’s Bad Habits,
Donald Garo’s team of Kaʻū school staff,
Justin Mason’s Ocean View team, Kihei

Serrao’s Kolohe Boys, Miguel Cabrera’s
Nāʻālehu team and Wade Espejo’s team of
guys under age 30.
Women’s teams include a ladies
Waiʻōhinu Heat team, Gen Medeiros
and Sasha Kaupu’s No Problems, Candy
Hashimoto and Pam Salmo’s Shugah’z
and a ladies’ Ocean View team.
Summer League Results
Kaupu’s co-ed team Game Time won
first place in Garo’s summer league. Garo’s team Showstappaz took second. For
the men’s competition, Espejo’s Shut-UmUp-N-Shut-Um-Down team won first,
while K.K. Serrao’s South Side placed
second. Other co-ed teams included a coed version of Espejo’s team, Hashimoto’s
Fah Out, Dane Sesson’s Down Country,
Ryan Queja’s South Side and Cy Lopez’s
Black Op’s. Other men’s teams were Bootie Garo’s Showstappaz, Kuahiwinui’s
Waiʻōhinu Heat and Mason’s Ocean View
team. Garo thanked everyone for their
participation and kōkua.

The Kaʻū High yearbook class is offering discount prices for the following 2011
yearbooks: high school yearbook for $15
and Pāhala Middle School& Elementary
yearbook for $8.00. All other older edition yearbooks (2010 and below) are bePage 14 September, 2011

ing sold at $5.00 for either version. Please
stop by at the business office during recess
or afterschool to make a purchase. Cash or
checks payable to Kaʻū High School are
accepted. For questions, call Sheilah Okimoto at 928-2088.
www.kaucalendar.com

Softball Fills Nāʻālehu Park 3 Times a Week

KaʻūHigh and Pāhala Elem. Yearbook Clearance Sale

to join him but knew he would do well
and represent Kaʻū High with sportsmanship, integrity, and his best effort in competition. Landeros said all he wanted to do
was to try his best. He did that and more.
All of Kaʻū is proud to have Landeros as one of our star athletes.

Noah Shirakawa shows his winnings.
Photo by Lori Lei Shirakawa

He trained with pro racer Ryan Hughes,
who won his division at the Mammoth
Championships in California.

Plandor is New Trojan Trainer

Brannon Plandor joined the Kaʻū High
staff as the new athletic trainer last month.
Plandor, 27, moved from his trainer position at a Palo Alto high school because “I
always wanted to come to Hawaiʻi,” he
said. Coming from a large school, he is
looking forward to working with Kaʻū’s
smaller population and actually having an
opportunity to build relationships with students. He said the athletes have been very
friendly. On his first day, football players
took the initiative to introduce themselves.
Plandor will also work with students interested in athletic training, hoping to give
them insight into the profession. “Growing

up sports was a key
part of my life,”
said Plandor. “I
knew I also wanted
to help people. Athletic training was
a perfect fit.” He
received his bachelors in kinesiology Brannon Plandor
with an emphasis in
athletic training from San Jose State.
Originally from San Diego, CA,
Plandor said he is enjoying the peace and
quiet in Kaʻū.

Photo by
Julia
Neal

Kahea Mai Ka ʻĀina Teaches Sustainability

If the ship does not come in with supplies, what will happen? This scenario is one Dane and
Terry Shibuya, of Masazo’s Pig Farm, posed to over 30 students attending a week-long camp
hosted at their Nāʻālehu piggery and farm in late July. The Shibuyas’ camp, called Kahea Mai
Ka ʻĀina, meaning the Land is Calling, focused on the topic of sustainability. Applications for an
October program are available this month. Call 929-7159. See next month for more info.

Rainforest Runs, Cont. from pg. 11
seconds throughout. Rani Tanimoto, of
Kealakekua, placed first for the women,
finishing the course in one hour and 27
minutes.
More than 50 keiki, ages one to seven, also participated in a race of their own,
running from the skate park to the actual
race finish line at Cooper Center.
“Mahalo to all the participants of last
month’s Rain Forest Runs! To all the run-

ners, walkers, spectators, volunteers and
sponsors. Volcano Art Center is blessed
and grateful for the overwhelming community support and volunteerism,” said
Tanya Aynessazian, CEO of the Volcano
Art Center.
The date for the third Annual Volcano
Art Center Rain Forest Runs is already set
for August 18, 2012.
For more race results, see http://www.
jtltiming.com/running.htm, and click on
the Volcano Runs links.
The Kaʻū Calendar

Calendar, cont. from pg. 10
$5 each. KMC is open to authorized patrons and sponsored
guests. Park entrance fees apply. 967-8371

Ocean View Community Center computer lab, Mon –
Fri, 8 a.m. – noon. Members $2/hour, non-members, $4/hr.
939-7033 for information on computer classes.

Niaulani Nature Walk, Mon, 9:30 a.m. This one-hour nature

walk travels through a lush portion of an old-growth Hawaiian
rain forest on an easy, 1/7-mile loop trail. Volcano Art Center’s
Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Free (calabash donations
welcome). 967-8222 or www.volcanoartcenter.org

Tūtū and Me Traveling Preschool, free classes Mon/Wed,

Game Night, Wed, 6:30 p.m., Discovery Harbour Community
Center. Lucy Walker, 929-7519

Quilting Group, Thu, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m., Discovery Harbour
Community Center. 929-9576

Friends Feeding Friends, Thu, 4 – 6 p.m. at Cooper Center

on Wright Road in Volcano Village. www.volcanocommunity.
org

Knit Night, Thu, 6 - 9 p.m., Kīlauea Military Camp’s Java

Café in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Fans of fiber arts
help each other, share and learn together. 985-7027, 967-8352

Women, Infant, Children Services, Fri (except holidays) at
various locations. 965-3030 or 934-3209

Nā‘ālehu Community Center; Tue/Thu, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.,
Pāhala Community Center. Limited to 50 participants in each
area. 929-8571

Joy School Preschool Playgroup, Fri, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.,

Pāhala Senior Center: Lunch served Mon – Fri, 10:30 a.m.

1 – 5 p.m., Pāhala Boys and Girls Club. Keoki Kahumoku.
935-0463

for residents aged 60+. Julie, 928-3101

Discovery Harbour Community Center. 929-8732

Free ‘Ukulele, Slack Key and Steel Guitar classes, Fri,

Nā‘ālehu Senior Nutrition Center (Hawai‘i County Nutrition Program), Lunch served Mon – Fri, 10:45 a.m. for

OVCA Green Market, Fri, 2 – 6 p.m., Ocean View Com-

Ocean View Nutrition Site and Senior Club hosts activities at St. Jude’s Church on Mon/Wed/Fri from 8:30 a.m.
and provides lunches 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. for seniors 60+.
Donations requested. On Thu, the program takes seniors to

Live Entertainment at Hana Hou Restaurant, Fri, 5:30

residents aged 60+, greater Nā‘ālehu area. 939-2505

Kailua-Kona for doctor appointments, grocery shopping and
to pick up prescriptions. Program closed on Tue. Dick Hershberger, 989-4140

After School Tutoring, Mon - Fri, 3 – 4:30 p.m., Kahuku
Park. Marc, 929-9113

Monday Night Football, Kīlauea Military Camp’s Lava

Lounge in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Open to authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.
967-8365

Ka‘ū Driver License Office, Tue/Wed by appointment.
854-7214

‘Ukulele for Life, Tue, 3 - 3:45 p.m., ages 6 - 8; 4 - 5 p.m.,

ages 9 - 13. Patrick Inouye teaches chord and strumming techniques.$40/$36 for VAC family members.

Mommy and Me, Wed, 9 - 9:45 a.m., ages 18 - 23 months; 10

- 11 a.m., ages 2 - 4 years. Creative engagement and social
time includes music, movement, and artistic activities. $6 per
class or $25 for 5.

Ka‘ū Farmers Market, Wed/Sat, 8 a.m. – noon, front of Ace
Hardware in Nā‘ālehu. Produce, Hawaiiana, arts and crafts,
fresh baked goods. Table is $5. Limit 12 vendors. 929-7236

Community Bookstore, Wed, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Kauaha‘ao
Church in Wai‘ōhinu. 938-0411

munity Center. Fresh produce, fruits, herbs, flowers, plants,
honey and more. ovcahawaii@gmail.com or 939-7033
p.m. in Nā‘ālehu. 929-9717

Live Music Fridays at South Side Shaka, Nā‘ālehu.
929-7404

Ocean View Teen Club, Fri, 6 – 9 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. Ages 13 - 18. 217-5593

Ocean View Farmers Market, Sat, 7 a.m. – noon, Pōhue
Plaza

Treasure Hunt Resale Outlet, Sat, Ocean View Farmers
Market. Debra Bridgers, 936-9358 or www.makemydayhawaii.com

Substance Abuse Evaluations, Sat, Ka‘ū Family Center in
Nā‘ālehu. An Intervention/Awareness class is also being offered to first-time DUI offenders. No charge for assessment
if recommended to the Intervention/Awareness class. Cory,
756-5768

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings: One Day at a Time
Group, Sat, 6:30 p.m., Cooper Center; Pāhala Group, Wed,

7:30 a.m., Holy Rosary Church; Southern Star Group, Tue,
7:30 p.m., Sacred Heart Church in Nā‘ālehu; Friday Night
BBQ Meeting, Fri, 5 p.m., Wai‘ōhinu (929 -7674); Happy,
Joyous and Free Group, Mon/Thu, 7 p.m. and Sat, 5 p.m., St.
Jude’s in Ocean View. West Hawai‘i Intergroup, 329-1212 or
the Hilo office, 961-6133

Square Dancing, Sat, 7 – 8:30 p.m., Ocean View Commu-

nity Center. Open to all; under 12 must be accompanied by an
adult. Joe, 808-646-0479

Fresh Locally Grown Produce for Seniors, Wed, 12:30 –
1:30 p.m. at Kahuku Park in Ocean View.

Business Briefs, cont. from pg. 4
enclosed and open houses have to be built
with expensive high impact resistance glass,
shutters, or a system to put up protection, like
plywood boards, to save the houses from hurricane force winds.
Otherwise homeowners have to build a
safe room somewhere in the house. There are
also new rules requiring insulation. However,
exceptions will be made, such as allowing

Volcano residents to be exempt from insulation in the ceilings should they want hot air to
circulate from the attic to the living area for
heating. New rules severely restrict single wall
construction.
The bill may be viewed at http://records.co.hawaii.hi.us/Weblink/DocView.
aspx?id=756796&page=1&dbid=0. For further information call the Department of Public
Works Building Division at 961-8331.

Kahuku Resort, cont. from pg. 8
hire private waste disposal companies.
The Draft EIS estimates that the resort would consume 30,409 kVA an hour,
and during peak hours. Nani Kahuku ‘Āina
would study lowering energy consumption
by utilizing renewable energy sources like
solar. “Photovoltaic cells and thermal collectors,” it says, “are very successful in the area
due to the high solar radiation intensity in
the area.” The resort may also have access to
wind-powered electricity from Kamaoa Wind
Farm. However, the decision on whether to
connect to the wind farm or HECO’s facilities would “be made based upon factors such
as reliability of power supply, construction
and operational costs, and the availability of
easements or access rights for transmission
lines,” says the Draft EIS.
Adverse effects on air quality may also
be unavoidable, as construction could release
dust into the air. In the long-term, the Draft
EIS says, the impact of dust and traffic in
Kahuku Village on air quality would be below state and federal standards “even during
worst-case conditions.” During construction,
the greatest noise impacts would most likely

come from bulldozers and diesel trucks, but
will fall under state and federal regulations.
Despite these unavoidable impacts, the
Draft EIS reasons that they are offset by the
benefits the Kahuku Village would offer. The
county would expect to collect about $10 million more in net county revenues via taxes.
The development would add 393 temporary
full-time jobs during construction, and 1,509
permanent full-time jobs upon completion.
The wages of these workers would also benefit the economy. According to the Draft EIS,
Kahuku Village would implement a Natural
Resources and Cultural Management Plan
that help preserve the land’s natural and cultural resources. The Hawaiian Heritage Center would help preserve archaeological and
cultural resources. The development would
dedicate 100 acres to the county and state
for civic facilities as well as offer affordable
housing. However, the construction and environmental assessments of the civic facilities
and environmental would be up to the county
and state.
The Draft EIS can be seen online at the
state Department of Health, in the section on
the Office of Environmental Quality Control.

MATTRESS SALE ON NOW!
you deserve the rest...

Save on Sofa Beds.

www.MattressHawaii.com

Natural Latex. Cool, comfortable,
hypoallergenic. 30 year warranty.

#1 choice of hotels & resorts in Hawaii.
America’s favorite mattress!

HURRY IN FOR THE BEST DEALS OF THE YEAR!

Save on Adjustable Beds.

Revolutionary new gel infused memory foam
provides superior pressure relief and support.

Ultra Luxury. The ultimate in comfort and
support. 20 year warranty.

Ask about our 0% Financing!
Save on Futons.
The Ka‘ü Calendar

KONA 329-7728
73-5560 Maiau St.
(in the Kaloko Industrial below Costco)

HILO 961-9100
708 Kanoelehua Ave.
(near the airport)
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Summer Fun Returns to Miloli‘i with Sense of Place

After a two-year break, the Miloli‘i
Summer Fun Program was up and running
again with a new theme, Sense of Place. The
program was held down in Miloli‘i village.
Youths from ages 9 to 15 enthusiastically
took on three weeks of fun and learning.
Program coordinators Healani Cahill
and Leivallyn Ka‘upu created lesson plans
and hands-on activities that captivated the
creative minds of each youth participant.
They had the opportunity to explore the
many stories of Miloli‘i and its surrounding areas from the late Aunty Mona Kahele
read by Healani Cahill and absorb not only
traditional Hawaiian cultural practices but
also use media technology such as cameras
and Apple laptops to capture the moments
of learning how to oli (chant), wili lei, haku
mele (compose songs), and haku mo‘olelo
(compose stories). They also learned the
fundamentals of photography, Garageband,
photo editing, and marine/stream conservation with Uncle John Kahiapo from the Division of Aquatic Resource.
Participants took two trips to Hilo to
visit Uncle John. One headed up to Akaka
Falls and Kolekole Beach Park and the other
to Wailoa River State Park and the Seaside

Restaurant down in Keaukaha. Uncle John
educated the youths on the native stream
animals of Hawai‘i and invasive species
that are destroying native animals. Numerous educational booklets were given to the
participants, which they shared with their
own ‘ohana.
Participants accomplished two major
projects by the program’s end: compose
mo‘olelo and mele. Drafts after drafts of
writing out each piece took time and patience. Once stories and songs were completed, students created a storyboard for
their pictures that illustrated their mo‘olelo.
After creating their mo‘olelo, they developed a media book by typing and importing
their photos into Keynote and converting it
to QuickTime to make a DVD that they took
home to share with their ‘ohana. For the
mele project, the participating youths came
up with lyrics, beats and ‘ukulele chords to
go along with the melody. They recorded
their own mele and produced CDs to share
with their friends.
Community mapping took place during
the last week of the program. The goal for
this project was to collect information by
interviewing family members about their

Put a little spice in
your life with South
Point Salsa. 4 great flavors to
choose from - Mild, Hot, Chipotle
which is sugar free and Pineapple.
Can’t find it? Call our salsa
hotline 929-9432
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Uncle John and participants learning about the native stream animals of Hawai'i.

skills and talents that they would like to
share with the community. In the future, a
community mapping database will be accessible via Internet for those interested in
learning how to either ‘opelu fish or learn
the fundamentals of photography. With a
simple click, one will be able to find someone that knows a certain skill, and they will
be able to make contact for lessons.
The goal for this year’s program was to
teach the keiki traditional and modern practices and intertwine those two concepts to
carry on the knowledge of kupuna for future generations. With every activity, participants and coordinators understood the
meaning behind the theme of the program.
‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 8
energy future. Paying a little now will help
to ensure more secure and affordable electricity for our children and grandchildren.”
Hawaiian Electric Company’s executive vice president Robbie Alm submitted
testimony supporting his company’s proposed contract with ‘Āina Koa Pono, raising
electric rates to help pay for it. “Our state
is 90 percent dependent on imported fossil
fuels for all our energy needs. This is no longer sustainable. It threatens our energy and
economic security and our environment,”
he said. The contract between HECO and
‘Āina Koa Pono would “supply a significant
quantity of biofuels for a period of 20 years
– starting with 14 million gallons per year
in 2014 and increasing to 16 million gallons
per year in 2015.” Alm emphasized local
use of biofuel to power Hawaiian Electric’s
own power plant and for transportation fuel.
Regarding proposed rate hikes, Alm
contended that charging higher rates makes
sense because locally produced biofuels
would reduce the risk imposed on having
to import oil and would produce jobs within
the state. In the long term, he claimed, oil
prices will continue to climb, making the
higher cost of biofuels now worth it.
Stephen P. Reimers, a Navy captain in

www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

“A sense of place is not just somewhere you
live or play at; it is a place of ones knowledge, pride, genealogy and history,” said
Ka‘upu.
Ka‘upu said that the 2011 Miloli‘i
Summer Fun Program would like to mahalo
all the participants, organizations and families that made this a successful program.
“Mahalo also to the Miloli‘i Library, Aunty
La Cher Napeahi and volunteers for the use
of the pavilion, library and Internet, Aunty
Lisa Hua for preparing the snacks, Uncle
John Kahiapo (DAR), Queen Lili‘ū okalani
Children Center Kona Unit, the Grace and
Ka‘upu ‘ohana, the Miloli‘i community and
ke Akua,” she said.
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, called HECO’s rate
hike “a travesty.” Reimers said that HECO
should be producing fuel to lower electric
bills, not increase them. He cites a study by
the University of Hawai‘i that found the cost
of making biodiesel more energy-intensive
than energy produced. He also questioned
‘Āina Koa Pono’s ability to produce 16 million gallons of fuel, saying the company
does not yet have the necessary financing.
He also questioned the company’s claims
that biodiesel fuel reduces greenhouse emissions, benefits agriculture and economic interests, and reduces dependency on foreign
oil. “There is absolutely no proof of any of
that being possible,” said the Navy captain.
Reimers also objected to O‘ahu residents paying more when the biofuel will be
used on the Big Island. He also questioned
HECO’s current high electric rates on the
Big Island: “Do I have to remind you that
the Big Island has more renewable energy
on it than anywhere else in Hawai‘i, yet the
customers in the Big Island are paying more
per kilowatt hour than anyone else? How
can this be? And HECO/HELCO wants to
raise the rates even more?” he asked.
Michael Asato wrote testimony saying he opposes a clause in the contract that
‘Āina Koa Pono , pg. 19
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Plantation Days Celebrates Histories of Ka‘ū Families

Ka‘ū Plantation Days inspired interest among local families in the history of
agriculture that brought them to Ka‘ū from
places as far flung as China, Portugal, Japan and the Philippines generations ago.
The Aug. 20 event began with two sugar
cane trucks driven by John Kalani and
Duane Santiago, blasting their horns, descending the Pikake Street hill from Pāhala
Armory to the area in front of the old Ka‘ū
Sugar Mill, more than 15 years after sugar
shut down.
Prayers, led by Pastor Troy Gacayan,
and stories of gratitude, encouraged by
Bobby Gomes, were shared by former sugar workers Eddie Andrade, John Kalani and
Emi Peralta. Portuguese dance and song,
ethnic foods and displays of memorabilia
from longgone places
like Chong
Store were
set up in
outdoor
tents and inside Pāhala
Plantation
House.
Some people looked
for their old
houses in
photo books
provided
by
Olson
Spontaneous Bon Dance breaks out at Plantation Days
Photos by Marion Villanueva

Pastor Troy Gacayan leads the community in prayer to honor the community that grew from immigrants who came to work in the sugar industry until Ka‘ū sugar shut down more than 15 years ago.
Photo by Michael Neal

Trust.
Public television filmed many of the
activities and the stories shared. The union
that represented sugar workers – the ILWU
– provided a display of historic photos, as
did Portuguese families who asked people
to help identify old photos of sugar workers. Marge and Dennis Elwell, authors of
history books about the area, put on a display. John Replogle presented the collected photos of Iwao Yonemitsu, and Lyman
Museum provided old photos of Ka‘ū.
Darlene Vierra and Liz Kuluwaimaka
presented a large collection of photos of
the Ka‘ū multi-ethnic community. Pāhala
Friends of the Library presented their historic pictures and Pahala Senior Center
was on hand with stories and memorabil-

ia. Frank Usman presented a collection of
cameras and other treasures. Toku Nakano
represented the 442nd from WWII. The
Hawaiian Civic Club showed off quilting,
lauhala making and artifacts.
Ka‘ū Rural Health and Ka‘ū Hospital
Charitable Foundation were on hand, along
with paramedics and firefighters.
Ikebana was displayed by members of
the local hongwanji, who also made Japanese food. The Filipino Club and Hawaiian and Portuguese families cooked their
ethnic specialties for the event. Southside
Volleyball and ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou sold treats.
Mary Jane Ballo, Margaret Ann Cabudol and Brenda Iokepa-Moses helped
decorate the cane trucks provided by ML
Macadamia and Wally Andrade. Music was
provided by Hands of Time and Back to the
Fifties. The sound system was provided by
Rodney Freitas.
New agriculture was represented by
the Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Cooperative, as
well as Michelle and Ua Galimba, who rep-

Guide to Ka‘ü Churches

PÄHALA

• River of Life Assembly of God...................... 928-0608
• Holy Rosary.............................................928-8208
• Pähala Bible Baptist Mission....................... 928-8240
• Pähala Hongwanji......................................928-8254
• The Universe Story monthly meetings .............. 928-0151
• Wood Valley Tibetan Buddhist Temple & Retreat.928-8539

NÄ‘ÄLEHU

• Assembly of God....................................... 929-7278
• Iglesia Ni Cristo....................................... 929-9173
• Jehovah’s Witnesses...................................929-7602
• Kauaha‘ao Church...................................... 929-9997
• Latter Day Saints...................................... 929-7123
• Light House Baptist...................................939-8536
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Pastor Siew Peng Chow
First Assembly Red Hill

Pastor Patty Carmichael
Sure Foundation Puna

Tanya Ibarra
River of Life
Assembly of God

October 14-15, 2011

Portuguese heritage of dance.
• New Hope Christian Fellowship ..................... 967-7129
• Volcano Assembly of God..............................967-8191
• Kïlauea Military Camp Chapel 9
. 67-8333, Protestant - 9am  
Catholic - 11:15 am, Sundays

Women’s Conference

Heather Gacayan
River of Life
Assembly of God

Residents looked for old photos of homes.

VOLCANO

resented the cattle industry. ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou
helped with security.
The committee that helped to organize
the first Ka‘ū Plantation Days included
Gail Kalani, Dorothy Kalua, Lynn Hamilton, Ella Louis and Julia Neal.

Friday morning and evening sessions
& Saturday morning session
Early registration: $30*, after
September 15th registration is $40*
*includes bento lunch on Saturday

• Nä‘älehu Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 95-5693 Mamalahoa Hwy., Nä‘älehu, Hi 96772
• Sacred Heart............................................929-7474
• United Methodist..................................... 929-9949
• Christian Church Thy Word Ministry meets in Nä‘ähelu Hongwanji, Sundays 10 a.m. .............................. 936-9114

OCEAN VIEW

• Kahuku UCC............................................ 929-8630
• Ocean View Baptist Church...........................430-8268
Worship Service: Sunday, 6 p.m. Ocean View Community Center.

All are welcome!
• OV Evangelical Community Church................. 939-9089
• St. Judes Episcopal................................... 939-7000
• Divine Faith Ministries 929-8570 (non-denominational) meets
Ocean View Community Center 10 am Sundays, Children, Youth,
Bible Study. Call for more information .
• Church of Christ........................................928-0027
Back to the Bible! 9 am, Bible class studying Romans. Worship
10A.M. Expository lessons from N.T. Books

Cooks take care of classmates who stayed for
a reunion after Plantation Days.
Photo by Michael Neal
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For more information, call 928-0608 or email
riveroflifehawaii@live.com

www.riverlifehawaii.com
September, 2011

Page 17

Stars Over Ka‘ū September 2011
by Lew Cook

I apologize for not having a picture of
the crepuscular rays last month printed. The
editor thought the photo did not show enough
contrast for paper print. Look for them, anyway, during your travels around the island.
The “steam” from the teapot of Sagittarius that forms the Milky Way galaxy is beginning to set, but there is still a lot of light
that comes from the stars. Also, we have the
Summer Triangle, which we’ve discussed before. As a reminder, these three stars are Vega,
Deneb and Altair. We will focus on these plus
one more - the dying star at the center of the
Ring Nebula.
Like Vega, the famously named “Ring
Nebula” is located in the constellation of Lyra.
It is one of the most prominent examples of a
planetary nebula, the gaseous remains of red
giant star that has ended its life by expelling
its material into the surrounding interstellar
medium. Overall, the observed nebulosity has
been currently estimated to be expanding for
approximately 1,600 years. To see the Ring
Nebula requires a telescope of at least eight
inches in diameter. A better star map would
help, too.
The central star, the progenitor of the
nebula, now consists primarily of carbon and
oxygen with a thin outer envelope composed
of lighter elements. Its mass is about 1.2 solar
mass, with a surface temperature of 224,500
F. Hot! Hot! Hot! Currently, it is 200 times
more luminous than the sun, but its apparent
magnitude is only +15.75. Why so faint? Its

small size (about 8,000 miles – one percent of
the sun) and distance (2,300 light years distant). For a dramatic picture, go to http://apod.
nasa.gov/apod/ap091115.html.
Deneb, in the tail feathers of Cygnus, the
Swan, is one of the very brightest stars in the
solar neighborhood. The temperature on the
surface of Deneb is 15,000 F. Its diameter is
around 110 times the sun’s. It is about 1,500
light years away, while Vega is only 25.
Vega, formerly used as a “standard candle” by astronomers, is of zero magnitude and
colors, but refinements in photometric systems have altered that somewhat. It does have
a disk of dust and other objects which may
include a planet like Jupiter. It has a surface
temperature of nearly 17,000 F. It is twice the
sun’s mass and about 2.26 times its diameter.
Altair, the brightest star in the Eagle,
Aquila, is the southernmost of the three stars
of the summer triangle. Interestingly, it rotates once each nine hours. Because of the
quick spinning, its shape is squashed, and the
temperature at the equator is about 12,000 F
while at the poles it is nearly 15,000 F. This
phenomenon is known as gravity darkening.
Altair, through the polar dimension, is about
1.6 times as big as the sun. At 16 light years, it
is the closest star of the Summer Triangle. Oh
yes, the sun spins once every 25 days.
Date
Sunrise Sunset
Sept. 2
6:07 18:36
Sept. 9
6:08 18:30
Sept. 16
6:10 18:24

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the north on the
Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. Use this map at about 11:00 p.m. early in the month,
10:00 p.m. mid-month, and 9:00 p.m. late in the month. *Map provided by Bishop Museum Planetarium. Pre-recorded information: (808) 848-4136; Web site: www.bishopmuseum.org/planetarium. Podcast: feeds.feedburner.com/
bishopmuseum; Email: Hokupaa@bishopmuseum.org

Sept. 23
6:11 18:17
Sept. 30
6:12 18:11
Moon Phases
First Quarter Sept. 4
Full Moon
Sept. 11

Last Quarter Sept. 20
New Moon Sept. 27

Lew Cook operates a modest size computerized telescope that
looks deep into space from Pāhala. He emails measurements of
his images and research to astronomers. For more information,
go to his website: www.lewcook.com/pahala.htm Some info has
been obtained from wikipedia.com.

You work hard to take care of your teen…
and now there is help!
Many teens can get FREE health insurance.
For more information about free Quest or
QexA health insurance for your teen

Call 211
free phone call from all islands

www.coveringkids.com/community
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Ka‘ū Hospital Implements Electronic Records, Monitoring
Ka‘ū Hospital is on its way to implementing electronic medical records by interviewing each new patient and moving
information into the digital system. Administrator Merilyn Harris said that the hospital
is on schedule to complete the transformation in time to receive federal funding incentives and even a bonus.
Ka‘ū may become the first critical care
access hospital in Hawai‘i to complete the
change to electronic medical records, she
said.
Harris said “the staff has really stepped
up for this, and patients have been patient
during this time of gathering data.” The next
time a patient comes in after the initial registration, the process will go much faster, she
said.
Since the federal government wants
all hospitals to use electronic medical records, it has developed a financial formula
in which the hospital will be reimbursed for
most of the cost of installing the electronic
medical record system. “If you do it early,
you get a bonus. If you wait, you get less

money,” she explained.
In order to receive the money the hospital has to reach “meaningful use” of the new
system. “You have to show you are using it
in a meaningful way,” Harris said.
Ka‘ū Hospital started collecting data in
July. “We are 100 percent on target,” Harris said. She credited not only the staff but
Hilo Hospital for helping out. Hilo was the
first in the Hawai‘i Hospital System Corp.
to reach “meaningful use” with electronic
records.
Harris said the emergency room and
outpatient clinic will have a separate system
that could be implemented by next year.
Another transition that is going well is
the use of computerized drug dispensers in
the hospital, said Harris. They help to prevent errors by matching the drug to be given
with the patient’s allergies and other medical records. This goes a long way to reducing errors in the kinds of drugs administered
and the dosages. The new Pyxis medication
machine can be wheeled from hospital room
to room to dispense prescriptions. Chris

‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 16
could give ‘Āina Koa Pono and the electric company the ability “to pass on AKP’s
cost overruns ‘without limitations’ to its
ratepayers.”
He also suggested that a smaller test
plant refinery be operated before final approval is considered and pointed to Sun
Microsystems’ co-founder Vinod Khosia,
a venture capitalist who made a big investment in a Range Fuels biofuels project on
the mainland. When the project failed, Khosia blamed problems with making pellets
from biomass, not the new Range Fuel technology to make energy.
Asato testified that given that Range
Fuels was a recipient of a federal Department of Energy loan guarantee, “one lesson
is that before the PUC grants HECO’s requests, “AKP should build a pilot/demonstration plant to validate its ‘routine’ pellet
making system for its planned feedstock.”
Physicist and energy analyst Erlich
Bonne, who lives on the Big Island, is asking the Public Utilities Commission, ‘Āina
Koa Pono and Hawaiian Electric to work
together on further analyzing the best options for alternative energies to help get
Hawai‘i off fossil fuel. Bonne said he and
his colleagues would like to help the parties
“explore, qualify and quantify available options.” Bonne testified at a public hearing
in Kona regarding the ‘Āina Koa Pono and
Hawaiian Electric contract that would lead
to higher rates for customers on O‘ahu and
the Big Island to support construction of a
refinery and biofuel farm here.
Bonne said that “Hawai‘i Island is
blessed with sustainable and renewable
energy resources: Biomass, wind, solar-

PV and geothermal.” Regarding growing
crops to harvest and transport to a refinery
to make liquid fuel, which would again be
transported from Pāhala to Kona to burn in
a power plant, Bonne said this way of making electricity could use up a lot of energy.
The scientist said he suspects that “engaging in a substantial effort and energy loss of
30-60 percent to make fuel to then convert
it to electricity with another 60-70 percent
loss is a losing proposition when direct and
much more efficient ‘biomass-to electricity’
or ‘geothermal-to-electricity’ conversions
are available for stationary power plants.”
Bonne also testified that bio- and geofuels should only be used as road, air and
marine transportation fuels, where direct
conversion of biomass to engine power is
much less available or practical. He said that
for transportation fuels, “extra wind and geo
electricity, presently curtailed and not need‘Āina Koa Pono , pg. 22
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More Help for
Trauma Injuries

Trauma injuries in Ka‘ū will receive
better treatment at its larger sister hospital,
Hilo Medical Center. Hilo has been upgraded to a Trauma Level Three Hospital.
Gov. Neil Abercrombie visited Hilo Medical Center in August to commemorate the
hospital’s new designation. Hilo Medical
Center’s upgrade bolsters the entire Big Island’s readiness and ability to treat trauma
patients.

Rat Lung Disease
Prevention, Studies
Nurse Chris Reed demonstrates a Pyxis computerized drug dispensing machine at Ka‘ū
Hospital.

Reed, a registered nurse at Ka‘ū Hospital,
has been one of the leaders in implementing
the system and said it is going well with all
the staff.
Another improvement will be new
clinic doors. An architect and engineer are
designing a new front entrance to the clinic
with an ADA ramp and electronic doors going into the waiting room and into the hospital itself from the clinic. An application
for state capital improvement funds will be
made once the plan is finalized. Engineers
are also working on the design of the vog
mitigation and air conditioning system for
which $4.6 million has been funded. All
windows will be replaced, asbestos removed
and air filtering and conditioning installed.
Harris credited Rep. Bob Herkes in helping
with the funding.
Fundraising has started for a central
cardiac monitoring system to hook up with
the individual systems that can be used in
the ER and hospital rooms. “We now need a
system that connects them to a central monitor so a nurse doesn’t have to be in the room
to look at the monitor,” said Harris.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is
helping to study and combat rat lung disease, which has been contracted by several
Big Island residents. The severe disease,
which can lead to coma, severe pain and
death, is most inadvertently contracted by
unwittingly consuming a tiny slug on a leaf
of lettuce or other uncooked vegetable. Experts on the disease are coming to Hawai‘i
from Thailand, Brazil, China and Jamaica.
They include scientists and physicians.
To prevent rat lung disease, wash vegetables well, cook them or soak them in saltwater before eating.

Big Island is 174
Doctors Short

The Big Island is 174 doctors short
– the largest number of physician shortages per capita in the state, according to a
report in Pacific Business News based on
the Hawai‘i Physicians Workforce Assessment. Maui is short 107 doctors, Kaua‘i 47
and Lana‘i and Moloka‘i both are five doctors short. According to JABSOM data,
O‘ahu needs 331 more doctors. While
O‘ahu has the highest total shortage, it is
the lowest per person in the state. Regarding specialties, more neurosurgeons, pediatric cardiologists, general surgeons and
infectious disease specialists are needed
statewide, the PBN report states.

Ka‘ü Hospital
Caring for Our Community
Emergency Department Medical Staff
Cliff Field, MD Board Certified Family Practice
Brian Panik, MD Board Certified Emergency Medicine
and Fellow of the American Academy of Emergency
Physicians
John Wilkinson, MD Board Certified Emergency
Medicine
Rural Health Clinic/Hospital Medical Staff

Safety through
Communications

Dexter Hayes, MD, Board Certified Family Practice
Debra Kettleson, Nurse Practitioner, Board Certified
Family Practice and Geriatrics
Medical Director: Clifford Field, MD

KAHU radio visited the site of the Crown
Clinic Hours:
communications tower from which the staMon, Tues. Wed Friday 8am – 4:45
tion will soon be able to send its signal far
Thurs. 8- noon
To make a clinic appointment call 928 -2027
and wide in Ka‘ū. State Civil Defense is
providing $70,000 in funding to help with the
Corner of Hwy 11 and Kamani Street in Pähala
effort.
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Ka‘ü Family Health Center

The Mobile Dental Van will provide dental
The Mobile
Dental
Van
will Center
provideon
services
at the Ka‘ü
Family
Health
Hwydental
11 in Näÿälehu,
February
the schedule
services at
the Ka‘ū
Family is
February
1st through
4th.
schedule
Health Center
on the
Hwy
11March
in Nā‘ālehu.
is
March
1st through
4th.Ka‘ū
The the
dental
vanweek
is in
The
dental
van is in
first
Ka‘ü the first week of the month. For apt call
of the month. For apt. call 965-3073
965-3073.

Call (808) 929-7311 for a medical appointment
Call (808) 965-3073 for a dental appointment
(walk-in’s for dental care are accepted on first comefirst served basis on Thursdays until 3pm)

“Serving our Ka‘ü community since 1996”
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Dr. Hon Leads Hike Around Kīlauea Caldera to a Gourmet Lunch

On Saturday, Sept. 17, the public is invited to join a volcanologist, Dr. Ken Hon,
for a trip around and into Kīlauea Caldera. On the Edge of Kīlauea Caldera is a twopart program from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
that begins with a three- to four-mile hike in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park and ends
with a gourmet lunch at the famed Kīlauea
Lodge in Volcano Village.
“Come find out how the current caldera
formed and how it differs from the new vent
that is currently active in Halema‘uma‘u
Crater,” states Hon. The program starts with
an orientation at Kīlauea Visitor Center and
then a brief walk to Sulphur Banks to see
the outer ring fracture system of the caldera.
 	 At Sulphur Banks, volcanic gases
seep out of the ground and color the earth
in various hues depending on chemical

composition. From there, participants hike
through a faulted valley and across the road
to Steam Vents and Steaming Bluffs to learn
about their relationship to the caldera. In
this grassy meadow, ground water seeps
down to the hot volcanic rocks and returns
to the surface as steam.
 	 Along the crater’s edge, participants get a great view of Halema‘uma‘u and
the current vent, which holds a deep lava
lake and emits a plume of gas high into the
sky.
 	 The trip then makes a steep descent
along volcanic blocks that slumped into the
caldera beneath Volcano House before taking the group out onto the northern edge
of Kīlauea Caldera and climbing up the
switchback trail to Byron Ledge.
The last section of the trail takes goes
along the old Crater Rim
Drive that partially fell into
the caldera during the 1975
magnitude 7.2 earthquake.
The trip ends back at Kīlauea
Visitor Center, with a stop
for lunch at Kīlauea Lodge
and Restaurant.
The Kīlauea Lodge is
well known for owner-chef
Albert Jeyte’s continental
cuisine with a touch of local flavors. Lunch includes
soup, Big Island fresh catch,
wine, coffee or tea, and dessert. (Vegetarians can be ac-

On Saturday, Sept. 17, the public can join volcanologist Ken Hon for a trip around and into
Kīlauea Caldera, where participants will get a great view of Halema‘uma‘u and the current
vent.
Photo by Lanaya Deily

commodated with advance request.) Wine
will be provided compliments of the Volcano Winery.
Hon has been working on Hawaiian
volcanoes for over two decades. He is a
professor of Geology and chair of the Research Council at the UH-Hilo, where he
has taught since 1997. He earned both his
B.A. and Ph.D. in Geology at the University
of Colorado at Boulder, then served as the
research volcanologist at the U.S. Geological Survey’s Hawaiian Volcano Observatory
from 1987 to 1990. He currently studies
emplacement of lava flows and the formation of lava tubes. Hon is also interested in
hydrothermal alteration of lava and the for-

mation of calderas. He has worked on older
calderas in Colorado, Arizona, and Russia.
This event is presented by the Hawai‘i
Volcanoes Institute, a program of the Friends
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Program cost is $60 for Friends members and
$85 for non-members. Lunch is included
in the tuition. Students (K-12 and college
with valid student ID) are half-price. Nonmembers are welcome to join the Friends in
order to get the member discount.
To register, call 985-7373 or visit www.
fhvnp.org.

Jaggar Repaving through
October

Volcanic History: Flowing & Explosive
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory scientists are reviewing carbon data showing long periods of lava flow from Kīlauea Volcano and other periods of explosive activity. According to this week’s Volcano Watch, the periods of explosive lava eruptions were between
2,200 and 1,000 years ago and 900 to 200 years ago. These were periods when lava was
deep inside the volcano and when mixed with water would sometimes send out huge eruptions of vapor and water like the Keoneleleli, “the falling of the sands” in 1790 when a
party of Chief Keoua’s army was killed by volcanic ash and smoke when marching across
the Ka‘ū Desert, leaving what is now known as the fossilized Foot Prints Trail within
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
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Nat'l Park Options, cont. from pg. 3
and moving administrative functions to different buildings
within the park, and possibly Hilo. The plan also calls for
the establishment of a second park entrance at the Mauna
Loa Road connection, but would limit the entrance to park
staff and commercial bus tours. Like Alternative B, the plan
calls for updating the Jaggar Museum only if it does not
increase the museum’s carbon footprint.
The plan would establish a mandatory public park shuttle system on Crater Rim Drive from Jaggar Museum west
or southwest to Chain of Craters Road with two-way traffic.
However, it would limit commercial buses to one-way traffic. The plan would also restrict parking for private cars at
Thurston Lava Tube while improving trails and providing
shuttles.
Chain of Craters Road Alternatives
Alternative A would “maintain the current experience
and opportunities along Chain of Craters Road.” The park
would still aim at developing a trial sustainable and moveable visitor contact station to provide interpretation and
safety at the current eruption site. Provided that the trial is
successful, the station would be used for visitor contact at
the end of Chain of Craters Road. ‘Āinahou Ranch would
remain open for guided public use during the off-months of
nene recovery efforts.

www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Repaving the exterior
observation areas and pathways at Jaggar Museum in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park begins tomorrow and is
expected to last until mid-October. Visitors are encouraged
to use the Kīlauea Overlook
as an alternate area to view
Halema‘uma‘u Crater.

Under Alternative B, the park would improve existing
trails and “identify sites to improve visitor immersion in the
volcanic story with designated interpretive trails that link
key features.” Like Alternative A, this plan would aim at
developing a moveable visitor contact station, but the station would serve a long-term role at the end of Chain of
Craters Road. It would also commit the park to restoring
lava-covered parts of the road in the future. The plan would
keep ‘Āinahou Ranch House as a historic building open to
the public, mindful of the endangered nene. The plan may
use it as an educational center if nene activity changes.
Alternative C would limit new developments and “improve visitor experience along Chain of Craters Road by
improving and working with existing and historic trail connections to create additional visitor opportunities.” Under
this plan, the road would become a trail if damaged by lava
while a different road would open to vehicles. The park
would also focus on nene restoration. The plan also calls for
minimizing human presence at ‘Āinahou Ranch.
Alternative D would “strive to reopen the portion of
Chain of Craters Road currently in use if damaged by lava
to provide vehicle access to the coast.” It calls for limiting
human use of ‘Āinahou to protection of the site itself and for
nene restoration.
The Ka‘ü Calendar
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The Good News of Ka‘ü, Hawai‘i

Volunteers Sought for National Public Lands
National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest hands-on volunteer effort
to improve and enhance the public lands
Americans enjoy. On Sept. 24, all over the
nation, more than 150,000 volunteers will
plant trees, remove trash and build trails at
public lands across the nation. NPLD improves public lands for outdoor recreation
with volunteers assisting land managers
with hands-on work. Last year, volunteers
and community partners contributed an estimated $15 million of improvements to over
2,000 public land sites on federal, state and
municipal lands in all 50 states.
Three volunteer projects are planned
to celebrate National Public Lands Day at
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National park. Trail
work will help maintain and upgrade trails
on the Kīlauea summit from 8 a.m. to noon.
Work will include vegetation trimming,
maintaining water bars and tread work.
From 10 a.m. to noon, volunteers can help

restore the rainforest by removing invasive
ginger. Participants meet at Kīlauea Visitor
Center. To sign up for either program, call
volunteer program manager Laura Williams
at 985-6304. Volunteers can also choose to
remove knotweed from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Contact Patty Kupchak at forest@fhvnp.org
or 352-1402 by Monday evening, Sept. 19.
Volunteers should bring gloves, freshly cleaned (remove all seeds) closed-toed
shoes, water, a snack or lunch and be prepared for any weather.
“There’s a special joy in getting our
hands dirty when it helps keep our land beautiful. Consider that one-third of the land in
America is ours—public land where we can
all hike, bike, climb, swim, explore, picnic
or just plain relax. National Public Lands
Day is an opportunity to spruce up these
lands while helping us get back to some of
these places we love,” said Williams.

MacBook computers, digital cameras
and other prizes will be awarded for films
in the Digital Mountain: It’s My Trail Film
Festival at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
Filmmakers in grades 7 through 12 may enter a film up to three minutes long explaining
why park trails are important to them.
Digital camcorders are available to be
checked out at Kīlauea Visitor Center. Filming and editing help is available by appointment. Schools, youth groups, clubs and other
groups may also schedule equipment and assistance. Editing may be arranged either in
the park or in communities on a first-come,
first-served basis. Transportation may be
available for individuals or groups to, from,
and around the park.

Completed films are due by Oct. 6. Films
will be posted on YouTube for two weeks in
October, and the public may vote for their
favorite film. Judging will be by filmmaking
professionals. Prize-winners will be selected
by a weighted combination of the judges’
scores and the people’s voting.
Films may be seen on Oct. 29 at a gala
event at Kīlauea Visitor Center. The public
is encouraged to attend the festival event
to celebrate the achievements of the youth
filmmakers.
Additional information, including contest rules, sign-up forms, parental permission
forms, judging criteria, event times, dates and
photos from previous years may be found at
Facebook: It’s My Trail.
The film contest is supported by a grant
from the National Park Foundation. Additional help, funding and support comes from
the Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park, Hawai‘i Natural History Association,
Friends of the Future, Volcano Video, Boys

Students Sign up for Digital Mountain Filmmaking

Friends Earn $5K
for Friendraising

The Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park was recently awarded a $5,000
grant by the National Environmental Education Foundation.
Twenty-two of 300 nonprofit
Friends groups, which assist
parks and other lands by fundraising and community service
projects, were awarded grants
this year. The $5,000 will go toward a “Friendraising Website
Development” project. Volcano
Design your own adventure
Friends’ general manager Julie in & around Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park
Mitchell said the project will
• Create a custom-designed field trip for your
help increase the number of
small or large group. Perfect for families, hui,
volunteers, members, program
senior & school groups, reunions & more!
participants, board members
• From geology to botany, culture & archeology to
and donors. To get involved
photography, you choose the focus, time & place.
with the Friends, call 985-7373
or visit www.fhvnp.org.
www.fhvnp.org • 985-7373
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Margaret Barnaby’s Hui ‘Ōhi‘a is one of the many works in Volcano Art Center Gallery’s
exhibit celebrating the beauty of the native ‘ōhi‘a lehua tree.

Embracing ‘Ōhi‘a at Volcano Art Center
Volcano Art Center Gallery will exhibit
a collection of printmaking techniques in the
show Embracing ‘Ōhi‘a by five members
of the Pacific Island Printmakers. The work
of Andrea Pro, Margaret Barnaby, Nora Yamanoha, Lisa Louise Adams and John McCaskill is on display from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
daily from Sept. 24 to Nov. 6. The public is
invited to an opening on Saturday, Sep. 24
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Volcano Art Center
Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
The exhibition depicts the Hawaiian native ‘ōhi‘a tree in many forms, as experienced
and interpreted by six different members
through the medium of printmaking. “‘Ōhi‘a
live in many environmental zones throughout the islands, and they adapt through their
polymorphic nature to a wide variety of conditions. What is unique about this exhibition
is that our beloved Hawaiian tree will be
the focus of exploration, interpretation, and
expression by this diverse group of artists,

most of whom knew very little about this tree
prior to beginning the project. This exhibition brings together the land and its people
in a unique context of exploration, artistic
expression and sharing with the public,” said
Andrea Pro.
The exhibition encompasses a range of
printmaking techniques including monotype,
woodcut, etching and mixed media. The art
of printmaking offers an immense variety of
technical possibilities. A line can be depicted as a negative or positive form in a relief
print, etched in fine detail on a metal plate,
or painted on plexiglass and transferred to
paper. Choices in paper, wood, ink, stencils,
and image transfer methods add to the mix
of options. Printmakers navigate this bank of
technical choices in a process that is a stimulating blend of creative visioning and practical problem solving.
For more information, call 967-8222 or
visit www.volcanoartcenter.org.

and Girls Club, Kapoho Kine Adventures,
and Hawai‘i Forest and Trails.
For questions, sign-ups, information, ap-

pointments and transportation, call Laura or
Shyla at 985-6304 or email laura_williams@
nps.gov.

Sept
2011 Events

Art Market
at Niaulani
Campus

9/17-9/18
10am-3pm

www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

VOLC ANO
ART CENTER

WHERE PEOPLE, ART AND NATURE MEET

w/Celeste Staton, on Mondays
(no class 9/5) thru September
9/17
Hula Kahiko Performance at HVNP
9/23
Poetry Slam with Kimberly Dark
9/24-25 Encaustics with John Matsushita
9/24-11/6 Embracing ‘Ohi‘a - Pacific Island Printmakers Exhibit
9/24
Hula, Lei & Ukulele lessons w/M Yamanaka
10/1-24 Faces of Hawaii exhibit at Niaulani
For more information, call (808)967-8222
or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
September, 2011
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The Good News of Ka‘ü, Hawai‘i

Olson Donates to Protect Local Forest

John Carroll (left) and Michael Thieman, of ‘Āina Koa Pono, work with Lance Santo (center)
from Hawai‘i Agricultural Research Center to plant and grow sugar cane and bana grass to
see which plants will do best on the proposed biofuels farm between Wood Valley and Pāhala
and Nā‘ālehu.  	
Photo by Michael Neal

Test Plots Planted for Biofuel

Forty test plots have been planted for
the proposed ‘Āina Koa Pono biofuels farm
planned for lands between Wood Valley and
Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu. Lance Santo, Agricultural Field Coordinator for Hawai‘i Agricultural Research Center, has worked with
sugar cane and other grasses since Hawaiian Sugar Planters days and is heading up
research on appropriate biofuels crops. He
said the test crops will be fertilized. They
will also be irrigated if necessary.
Santo said high biomass-producing
crops need fertilizer since they remove so
many nutrients from the ground. John Carroll and Michael Thieman, of ‘Āina Koa
Pono, said they will bring additional types
of cane and bana crosses to test, and are
hoping for varieties that don’t require much
fertilizer. They said they hope to have a biofuel farm without irrigation.
Regarding concerns that the grasses
could be invasive, Santo said that bana

Kailiawa
Coffee Farm
100% Ka‘ū

Medium-Dark Roast
“Bull” & Jamie Kailiawa
Phone: (808) 928-8931
jkailiawa@gmail.com
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grasses and canes are not totally sterile, but
noted they are hard to reproduce without actually planting them one stick at a time. He
said that sugar cane and bana probably grow
best around 900 feet in elevation where
there is a lot of sun, but also rain. Among
canes and bana grasses being tested are two
growing wild in Ka‘ū.
The Olson Trust crew prepared the
ground and planting and will care for the
canes and bana grass until harvest. Santo
said that HARC is funding its part of the research. “This needs to be done,” not only for
proposed biofuel farms here in Ka‘ū but for
proposed biofuel efforts elsewhere around
the state, he said.
‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 19
ed by the grid,” could be used to make C02
from air and H2 from water to create synthetic fuels such as gasoline, aviation fuel,
diesel and ammonia.
He also asked AKP to disclose the nature of the emissions for which they have
applied for an EPA permit for 250 tons/year
(760 ppm of biomass weight). He asked
whether the permit is 250 tons for each pollutant or for total noxious emissions.
Dean Nagasako, of Pāhala, testified at
the Hilo hearing, saying, “a‘ole to the biochemical plant proposed for Pāhala. First of
all, it’s too close to Pāhala. Secondly, the
individual electric customers are having to
flip the bill. Simply said, this is a project

Ka‘ū landowner and phiroads or power lines, The Nalanthropist Edmund C. Olson
ture Conservancy statement
has donated $500,000 to The
said. The easements also safeNature Conservancy to proguard the property’s numerous
tect native forests of Ka‘ū and
cultural sites and pockets of
South Kona, which provide
healthy wildlife habitats. They
critical habitat for many of
are managed by the Hawaiian
the island’s endangered forest
Islands Land Trust.
birds. The Nature Conservancy
This was the second time
hailed Olson as “quietly beOlson has helped preservacoming one of the state’s leadtion interests in the Honu‘apo
ing conservationists.” In 2009, Edmund C. Olson
ahupua‘a. In 2006, he donated
Olson helped acquire 6,500 acres
$50,000 through the Trust for
in the Waianae Mountains on O‘ahu from the Public Land to protect the area’s historic fishJames Campbell Company to keep the land ponds and acquire lands around Honu‘apo to
in agriculture and preservation. Olson gave be put into public ownership.
part of this land to the state to create the HonOlson also supports the macadamia and
ouliuli Forest Reserve.
coffee industries and leases out land to farmHe also put more than 900 acres mauka ers for diversified agriculture. He is currently
of Honu‘apo into permanent conservation completing a coffee mill on Wood Valley
easements to prevent development, including Road and is working with the proposed biomultiple residences, commercial structures, fuel project.

Life of the Land Asks for Contested
Case in Biofuel Contract with HECO

Life of the Land, an environmental community action group, has formally asked the
Public Utilities Commission for a contested
case hearing on the proposed contract between ‘Āina Koa Pono and Hawaiian Electric
Company. Approval of the contract would
allow the electric company to ensure raising
customers’ rates to help finance a refinery and
biofuel farm in Ka‘ū.
Life of the Land wants to present research
where it is no can do,” testified Nagasako.
Lee McIntosh, of Discovery Harbour,
wrote testimony in opposition, saying: “I
oppose any ventures that will increase our
electric rates. We are already paying four
times the national average, which is unacceptable. The purpose of the PUC is to find
a balance in protecting rate payers and the
utility companies, not giving the electric
utilities a free pass to do as they please.”
Said McIntosh, “The success of this
venture is based solely on the flawed assumption that the price of oil will continue to rise, eventually making alternative
energy projects such as this viable. If that
prediction fails, then rate payers are stuck
with the cost of funding an unnecessary and
expensive venture.”
Hawai‘i
Carpenters
Union representative Dean
Au said that he loves Ka‘ū
“Powering the Big Island”
and comes shore fishing
along the rugged Ka‘ū coast.
P.O. BOX 208
NA‘ALEHU, HAWAII 96772
He acknowledged that Ka‘ū
OFFICE/FAX: 808-929-8135
would change with the ‘Āina
CELL: 808-936-8865
Koa Pono project but said
EMAIL: KAUELECTRIC@HAWAII.RR.COM
that many unemployed carFREE ESTIMATES!
penters need the jobs.
JOBS LARGE OR SMALL!
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and arguments regarding claims of ‘Āina Koa
Pono concerning the probability that its microwave process and biofuel farming would
be viable, as well as its possible effect on the
environment, agriculture and community, and
the plan to raise electric rates to pay for it.
Henry Curtis, executive director of Life
of the Land, said the PUC could also compare
the growing commercial viability of wind, solar, geothermal and other alternative energies,
and whether development of these alternatives would be hindered by tying up Hawaiian Electric and its ratepayers in a long-term
contract with ‘Āina Koa Pono.
It also contends that Hawaiian Electric is
asking the ratepayers to subsidize the utility
purchasing biodiesel “at well above the cost
that the utility could generate its own electricity and perhaps at the highest price any
Hawai‘i utility has ever paid for electricity.”
Life of the Land points out that other proposals before the PUC would allow for purchase
of energy at lower rather than higher rates.
Life of the Land was allowed to intervene in an earlier case in which Hawaiian
Electric planned to import palm oil from Asia
to run oil burning power plants. The plan was
rejected. Hawaiian Electric earlier objected
to the participation of county and community
groups in the ‘Āina Koa Pono case after receiving requests by Life of the Land, Hawai‘i
Renewable Energy Alliance and Hawai‘i
County.
‘Āina Koa Pono contends that the cost of
making the biofuel could be higher than other
energy sources now, but with the cost of fossil
fuel expected to rise, it would become less expensive than fossil fuel in the long run, saving
customers money later.
The Ka‘ü Calendar

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
$1 down, $509 monthly, no credit check, Discovery
Harbour cleared level lot ready to build house, 941419 Kaulua Circle Nä‘äehu, HI 96772, fabulous
ocean view, paved street, county water, 480-699-1946,
WWW.NOBLIZZARDS.COM
Buying or Selling Real Estate? Contact, “The Edwards
Team” at H. McKee Realty, Inc. Tom Edwards, (B): 9376534 or Myriam Edwards, (S): 640-4711 Search For
Property at: www.KonaKau.com We Now Have Nice 3
Acre Ranchos Lots Starting at $19,999
Discovery Harbour, 3 br, 2 bath, custom home,
unfurnished, on golf course, ocean view. $425,000. Call
808-870-5425.
Three bedrooms, two and a half baths, 2,256 square
feet of living space, two car garage, 15,151 square
foot lot in Discovery Harbour. Complete with separate
Ohana area. Never before available but it is now! Listed
at $449,000. Call for private showing. Royal Palm
Properties, Inc. Rollie J Literal, R(B) 808-640-0461.
Four bedrooms, two baths, 1,500 square feet of living
space, one car carport, 11,413 square foot fenced
lot in Pahala Village. Listed at a rock bottom price of
$135,000. Includes a separate work shed for equipment
or a work shop. Call for private showing. Royal Palm
Properties, Inc. Rollie J Literal, R(B) 808-640-0461.
Three bedrooms, two baths, 1,215 square feet of living
space on a 14,001 square foot lot in Discovery Harbour
with attached two car garage. Listed at an affordable
$139,000. Call for private showing. Royal Palm

RENTALS

NEED HELP?

Sharon M. Madsen (R)

929-9000
www.kaurentals.com

Support Your
Community
Newspaper
Advertise to help us pay for
The Ka‘ū Calendar.
We guarantee circulation
through mail to everyone:
South Kona Villages
Ocean View
Nā‘ālehu
Pāhala
Volcano Village
Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park

Call 928-6471 or
See kaucalendar.com
for advertising rates.
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PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark
Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work, New and
remodel.

Handyman, Repair, ReDecation
work for small projects with
materials and labor under $1000.
Jobs from Ocean View to Volcano.
Call 854-7048

o

Properties, Inc. Rollie J Literal, R(B) 808-640-0461.
RENTALS/LEASE

FOR RENT
3-bedroom/1-bath
apartment.
Above
Wildbull
Leatherworks (the old Luzon store) in Näÿälehu. $750/
mo and security deposit. Call Ron 808-238-0976.
Mamalahoa Hwy, Ocean View.
Commercial Building for Lease @
$1.95 per Sq. Foot. Call 929-9262

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and
Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob
Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

HELP WANTED

MacFarms of Hawaii
South Kona

DIGITAL SATELLITE TV!
Over
200 video and audio channels. High
Definition channels. Satellite High
Speed Internet. Home Theater custom
installs. DISH HAWAII 929-7233.
GOT CABLE? Why Settle! The
Satellite Guy offers dish network
anywhere on the Big Island. More
channels, more choices, less money.
Available where cable is not. The
Satellite Guy. 929-9103.

NEED NEW SCREENS? We come to your home and
business to custom tailor new screens for Windows,
Doors, Sliders at an affordable price. Ka‘ü's Mobile
Screen Service. Built on site. Serving Kona to Volcano.
Ben Hooper, 990-2406 or 939-7534.

FACTORY WORK AVAILABLE
IN FOOD PROCESSING

COMMUNICATIONS,
COMPUTERS

Homes available in Pähala,
Nä‘älehu, Mark Twain, Discovery
Harbour, H.O.V.E.
PACIFIC HORIZON PROPERTIES INC.

T

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS

Seeking individuals with a
passion for producing quality
products
Must have strong work ethic
and ability to work efficiently
in fast paced environment.
Applications available at MacFarms Office at
89-406 Mamalahoa Highway (84 Mile marker)
Capt. Cook, HI 96704
Phone: 808-328-2435 Ext 221
Closing date: 9/26/2011
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• Hawaiian cement
• Redi-mix concrete
• Rebar #3#4#5
• Wire 6x6x10x10

• Sand #4 (for water tanks)
• Rock #3 • ¾ minus base coarse
• Cinders, red & black
• Pier blocks, misc. concrete prods.

Construction Equipment Rental
• Compactors • Cement finishing • Generators • Scaffolding
• Ladders • Pressure washer • Compressors • Painting equipment
• Floor finishing equipment • Welding equipment
• Automotive equipment • Cordless hand tools • Tools
• Power tools • Hand tools • Trailers • String trimmer
• Chainsaws (we sharpen) • Lawn mower • Party equipment

Small Engine Sales & Service
AUTHORIZED DEALER, PARTS AND SERVICE: Shindaiwa, Wacker, Titan,
airless, Echo, Honda Engines, Snapper, Goldblatt, Briggs & Stratton,
and Grimmer Schmidt
USED MOTOR OIL DROP OFF: 10-gallon limit per visit for
Do-It-Yourself oil changers. Must log in during open
hours only (no charge).

Hawaiian Ocean View Ranchos • Below gas station

P.O. Box 6182, Ocean View, HI 96737 • Stan and Marianne Troeller, Proprietors

SERVING THE KA‘U AREA OVER 25 YEARS
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Ka‘ū in Half, cont. from pg. 24
oned the new water well for the community.
Herkes, of Volcano, would most likely have
to run for the district more aligned with Hilo.
Martie Nitsche called Herkes a “walking computer” whose knowledge of the
Ka‘ū communities is unsurpassed. Nitsche
said that the Ka‘ū region, with its unique rural needs, should stay together.
Rell Woodward, president of Ocean
View Community Development Corp. and
former president of the Ka‘ū Chamber of
Commerce, is appealing to Ka‘ū residents
to speak out in the public reapportionment
hearings scheduled this month. In an email
sent out to local business owners, community leaders and other residents, Woodward
said this could lead to representatives with
little knowledge of Ka‘ū and more interest
in Kona and Puna. Pointing to Herkes’ longtime representation of Ka‘ū, Woodward said,
“Personally, I feel that an experienced and
knowledgeable legislator is a tremendous
asset. Certainly projects like the Ocean View
well would not have happened otherwise.”
Local music and language teacher Robert Domingos wrote: “At all cost, we should
keep Ka‘ū one. This area has been a unit for
many, many centuries! What can we do?
Flag wave at the Punalu‘u border crossing?”
asked Domingos.
Public hearings on these preliminary
maps will be held Sept. 13 at 5 p.m. in the
Hilo Council chamber and Sept. 14 at 5 p.m.
in the Kona Council chamber. The maps
may change, depending on whether military personnel and non-resident students are
counted in the population base of the county.
While the County of Hawai‘i chose not to
count them, the state voted to do so. The
reapportionment maps released are based
on the state’s methodology. State attorney
general David M. Louie called the state’s
decision unconstitutional. Under state law,
however, the final maps must be adopted
by Sept. 26, no matter what methodology is
used.
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Dennis Elwell, a Discovery Harbour
resident and retired university science professor, suggested that before the contract is
approved to fund a high risk, high return energy project like this, there should be a pilot
project built to prove that it can work. He
said the plan to use a microwave reactor to
make biofuel is still experimental.
One testifier said that the proposal for
the biofuel farm and refinery on 13,000
acres of ag-zoned land has put the PUC in
the position of not only setting policy for alternative energy production but also policy
over what happens to farmlands and food
security. Representatives of the project said
that 200 acres of the 13,000 proposed for
the project have been set aside to grow food
along Wood Valley Road.
More testimony can be read at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com or at puc.hawaii.gov/
dockets.
The public is invited to send testimony to the Public Utilities Commission at
465 South King Street #103, Honolulu, HI
96813 or hawaii.puc@hawaii.gov.
September, 2011
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State Redistricting Would Cut Ka‘ū in Half for House of Representatives

Edmund C. Olson Trust II

Proposed redistricting for the state
House of Representatives would cut Ka‘ū
down the middle, with the line going between Punalu‘u and Nā‘ālehu.
The preliminary map released in August would mean voting for two state House
of Representative members
for Ka‘ū. Under the proposed
scheme, residents of Nā‘ālehu,
Wai‘ōhinu, Discovery Harbour,
Green Sands, Ka Lae and Ocean
View would be in the same district as people north to Kahalu‘uKeauhou and including Honalo,
Kealakekua, Captain Cook and
Honaunau-Napo‘opo‘o
and
Miloli‘i. People in Punalu‘u and
Pāhala would be in the same voting district as Volcano, Fern Forest and Eden Rock. The new eastside district would also include
Fern Acres, a tiny bit of Hawaiian
Acres, parts of Orchidland Estates, all of Kurtistown, Kea‘au,

and a swath to the ocean that would include
sparsely populated land out to the ocean
north of Kea‘au but south of Hilo. Most of
Hawaiian Paradise Park and Hawaiian Acres,
as well as all of ‘Ainaloa, Pāhoa, Kapoho and
Kalapana would be in a separate district.

Some Ocean View residents are already organizing
opposition, fearing they will
lose their longtime legislator
Bob Herkes, who has champiKa‘ū in Half, pg. 23

HAWAI‘I

HAWAI‘I
• Offering Pulping, Drying, Hulling
& Roasting Services
• Offering a Fertilizer Program for
Our Tenants & Coffee Mill Clients
• Offering Irrigated Land for Lease
Near the New Ka‘ū Coffee Mill
• Building a Market for WorldRenowned Quality Ka‘ū Coffee

Bringing the Coffee Mi
Home to Ka‘
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Ka‘ū Coffee Mill on Wood Valley Road
Offices Corner of Maile & Pikake Streets
P.O. Box 280 Pāhala, Hawaii Island 96777

www.kaucoffeemill.com
808-928-0500
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