Kamehameha Plants 150 Acres of Native Koa Above Pāhala

Native koa trees have been planted by
Kamehameha Schools and Forest Solutions as
they reforest 150 acres of slope above Pāhala.
After testing eucalyptus, koa and other hardwoods, Kamehameha Schools found the native tree to be the best suited for the land, said
Kirk Derasin, who grew up in Ka‘ū and works
on the project for Forest Solutions.
He said the koa trees are little affected by
volcanic emissions – the vog - unlike eucalyptus trees, which are visibly damaged in tree

farms above Pāhala.
land just above the HesDerasin said he and
ter vegetable farm.
his crew gathered koa
Kamehameha
seedlings in Wood ValSchools gained ownerley and nurtured them
ship of the 150 acres
for three months at the
in 2002 in a land swap
Forest Solutions nurswith C. Brewer, which
ery near Kona Airport
owned the former Ka‘ū
before returning them to
sugar plantation.
Pāhala to be planted on Eucalyptus, planted in farms here, were
Derasin said that
found to be less adapted to Ka‘ū and volcaKamehameha Schools nic haze than native koa. Photo by Julia Neal 130 of the acres have

The Good News of Ka‘ū, Hawai‘i

Volume 11, Number 6

already been planted in koa, with 20 acres left
to go. The seedlings are about a foot in height.
Within two years, they should be 20 feet high,
he said.
Derasin is grandson of Nā‘ālehu resident
Bill Derasin and nephew of Pāhala resident
Harvey Galapir. Derasin is district forester
for Forest Solutions and the manager for native plant reforestation. He studied forestry at
Hawai‘i Community College and manages a
crew and technicians.
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County Urges Caution with ‘Āina Koa Pono Refinery Plan
Caution with ‘Āina Koa Pono is what
County of Hawai‘i urged last month in its
submittals to the Public Utilities Commission regarding the proposed 20-year contract
for the electric companies to purchase biofuel
at prices higher than current oil prices. The
county provided testimony from witnesses
with backgrounds in engineering, new energy development, start-up financing and
agriculture.
They pointed out that electric bills would
rise and that Hawai‘i Island residents, businesses and government already pay the utility company more than three times mainland
rates, and expensive electricity holds back
economic development and burdens the poor.
They said the AKP model could “crowd out”
other less expensive ways to make electricity.
They contended that more research needs to
be done to prove the feasibility of the AKP
plan to grow biofuel crops in Ka‘ū and to
prove that a refinery can be built off Wood
Valley Road near Pāhala without risks to the
community. They questioned the plan to use
electric bills to “jump start” and finance the
unproven AKP plan.
County Energy Coordinator
Testimony came from the county’s energy coordinator, William J. Rolston. His
background includes projects administrator
and manager of the Natural Energy Laboratory of Hawai‘i Authority – the facility near
Kona Airport. At NELHA, he facilitated
projects involving solar photovoltaic, solar
thermal, Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion
and a net-zero energy facility with seawater
air conditioning. He developed a micro-grid
master plan for NELHA. Previously, Rolston
worked as a director in charge of research for
institutional and private investors on energy
industry developments for Gilmartin Capital,
studying renewable energies, as well as oil
and gas supply and demand. At Gilmartin, he
supervised 11 analysts on feasibility and investment potential of energy companies and
projects. He worked at Janus Mutual Funds.
He served as project engineer for SiemensWestinghouse Power generation, providing
technical support for wind, photovoltaic, solar-thermal and geothermal projects. Rolston
has a degree in mechanical engineering and
an MBA in marketing and finance.
‘Āina Koa Pono,, pg. 2

Ono Contends Few
Farmers Want Land

Kawailani Houvener

Seneca Lee Oleyte

Rachel Ornelas

Tiare-Lee Shibuya Photos by Nālani Parlin

Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Pageant April 26

Four candidates will vie for Miss Ka‘ū of age, graduated from Ka‘ū High School
Coffee 2013-2014 at Ka‘ū Coffee Mill on and attends University of Hawai‘i at Hilo,
Friday, April 26. Doors open at 6 p.m. to studying to be a registered nurse. Her talent
the 5,000-square-foot drying pad of Ka‘ū will be singing.
Coffee Mill, where a stage and runway will
Tiare-Lee Shibuya, of Nā‘ālehu.
be built and seating for approximately 300 She is the daughter of Dane and Terry-Lee
people. Tickets are $10 each and available Shibuya. She is 18 years of age, gradufrom Miss Ka‘ū Coffee candidates. The can- ated from Kamehameha Schools, attends
didates are:
Hawai‘i Community College and plans to
Kawailani Houvener, of Ocean View. become a registered nurse. Her talent will
She is the daughter of Michelle and Kenneth be hula.
Houvener. She is 17 years of age and a seMiss Ka‘ū Coffee princesses will be
nior at Ka‘ū High School. She plans to sign judged on talent, gown and an interview.
up for the Army and study mechanics. Her They will also ride in the Merrie Monarch
talent will be hula.
Parade on Saturday, April 6, beginning at
Seneca Lee Oleyte, of
10:30 a.m. in Hilo.
Pāhala. She is the daughTo volunteer to help
ter of Ernest and Lenora
at the Miss Ka‘ū Coffee
Lorenzo-Oleyte. She is 22
event call pageant chair
years of age, attends UniGloria Camba at 928versity of Hawai‘i at Hilo
8155. To donate to the
and studies communicascholarship fund and to
tions. She is a graduate of
support the event program,
Ka‘ū High School. Her talcall scholarship chair Julia
ent will be singing.
Neal at 928-9811. Pageant
Rachel
Ornelas,
director is Nalani Parlin.
of Wai‘ōhinu. She is the
Ka‘ū Coffee Mill Visdaughter of Mia Ornelas
itor Center will be open
and resides with her grandbefore the pageant, all
Brandy
Shibuya
won
Miss
Aloha
parents, Mario and Memday, Friday, April 26 with
my Ornelas. She is 19 years Hawai‘i after taking the Miss
tours.
Ka‘ū Coffee title for 2011-2012.

While farmers are waiting to lease
Edmund C. Olson land to grow more coffee and food crops in Ka‘ū, state Consumer
Advocate Jeffrey Ono testified to the Public
Utilities Commission in support of Olson
land going for the proposed ‘Āina Koa Pono
biofuels project.
“I am informed,
therefore I believe,
that the Edmund Olson Trust that owns
the 12,000 acres on
which the AKP project is to be located
has made available
portions of that land State Consumer
Advocate Jeff Ono
for food crop productions, but very few farmers have actually
taken advantage of that offer. Furthermore,
if this project is approved, then the Olson
Trust will make available a portion of the
12,000 acres for food crop production,”
testified the Consumer Advocate. The PUC
posted the testimony last month on its website at puc.hawaii.gov.
John Cross, land manager for Olson
Trust, confirmed that about 40 people are
waiting to lease Olson land. Many of them
are coffee farmers whose famous Ka‘ū Coffee market is outstripping production. Every
piece of Olson land that has been offered for
lease to farmers and ranchers is taken, said
Cross. The Trust is planning soon to open
up more land for small farmers, he said,
Ono Contends, pg. 2
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independent of whether or not AKP goes
forward.
During an educational session last
month in Pāhala for farmers taking valueadded products to market, several participants said they are waiting for land to lease.
One woman said she has been waiting for
over a year and that her coffee starts are
ready to go into the ground. Gloria Camba,
president of Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Cooperative, said that she is one of the farmers on
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the waiting list and that many of the co-op
members want to expand production.
In regard to the Consumer Advocate
stating that AKP plans to use 12,000 acres
of Olson land, the Olson acreage that AKP
previously tied up for its proposed project
is approximately 8,000 acres. Apparently,
no additional Olson lands are reserved for
AKP, should the project go through.
The Consumer Advocate also testified
that “as soon as possible,” AKP “needs to
release the results” of a voluntary Environmental Assessment which AKP contracted
R.M.Towill to produce for the biofuel farming and refinery project in Ka‘ū. Ono also
wrote that he was “disappointed that after
the rejection of the first AKP contract, that
AKP did not offer a community benefits
package to the Ka‘ū community. I was advised by various AKP representatives that
‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 1
When asked, “What have you concluded
with respect to the reasonableness of the AKP
Biofuel Contract?” the county’s energy coordinator responded that the AKP proposal “is
not reasonable and should not be approved
by the Commission based on its excessive
biofuel price, long-term contract, unproven
technology, lack of due-diligence, associated
negative externalities (including ‘crowdingout’ of better alternatives) that will impact the
community and environment for many years
to come.”
Rolston testified that “dramatically increased prices for electricity have been experienced by Island of Hawai‘i residents over
the past several years. These high electricity
prices come at a time when the population
is suffering economically, unemployment
is at record rates and disposable income is
shrinking dramatically. In response to these
high prices, residents have cut back on their
electricity use (as shown by HELCO statistics). Wealthier residents that are able to
install solar panels, sign-up for net-energymetering agreements and pay for energy efficiency measures are doing so at exponential
rates. Unfortunately, the shrinking number
of kilowatt-hour sales and residents that can;
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AKP was working with the community, but
Ono also repeated what AKP refers to
at no time was I ever informed that a firm as misinformation about consumers paying
offer had been made by AKP as to the ‘give- for AKP’s farm and refinery. While AKP
backs’ AKP would make to Ka‘ū,” testified needs its 20-year, fixed-rate contract apthe Consumer Advocate.
proved by the PUC to go after financing for
In supporting the AKP proposal for its project, which would be underwritten
a 20-year, fixed contract for AKP to sell with higher electric bills, Ono’s interpretabiofuel to Hawaiian Electric Light Co. and tion is different. He testified: “I discount the
Hawai‘i Electric Co., Ono suggested that statements that are factually incorrect. For
the resulting higher electric bills be levied example, a number of Hawai‘i Island resion O‘ahu customers alone to pay for it. He dents complained that ratepayers are being
noted that the Big Island already pays more asked to fund this unproven technology and
than O‘ahu for electricity. He suggested the risk of failure falls on consumers. This is
that O‘ahu could get credit for supporting not correct. Ratepayers do not pay for anyrenewable energy by paying for the addi- thing until AKP actually delivers biodiesel
tional cost of making the biofuel in Ka‘ū, to HELCO,” testified the Consumer Advoeven though the biofuel would be used in a cate. Only after the diesel is purchased by
power plant near Kona airport rather than on the utility would electric bills rise.
O‘ahu, where the customers would weather
This and other testimony is available at
the increase in their electric bills.
puc.hawaii.gov.
installing solar panels to opt-out of the cycle coordinator testified: “Island of Hawai‘i elecof high prices, puts the burden of the rising tricity prices are 35 percent higher than those
rates disproportionately on the low-income on O‘ahu and exceed the mainland average
customers.”
by more than 300 percent (through Dec. 31,
He pointed out that “the County of 2011). Projects that could lower the cost for
Hawai‘i Department of Water Supply, the utility ratepayers could be “crowded-out”
largest single customer on the HELCO sys- over the time period allowed for this experitem (approximately five percent of Utility mental project, and the ratepayers would be
kWh sales), has experienced a total electric burdened by subsidizing a biofuels technolbill cost increase (23 percent per kwh over ogy that is largely unproven. Committing to
calendar year 2011); these costs are also di- a twenty-year supply contract that represents
rectly passed on to water ratepayers.”
the largest contract for biodiesel on this island
Rolston concluded that “this Biofuel (16 million gallons per year), this contract efSupply Contract, with it excessive price con- fectively crowds out alternative, potentially
tract (if approved), would fall on remaining more cost-effective and more proven biofuelectricity ratepayers (that substantially pay els technologies; ultimately undermining the
for utility power) and negatively impact the future for the Island of Hawai‘i ratepayers.
lower-income population segment struggling Making biofuel price comparisons to shortfor basic necessities.”
term contracts already approved in the state
When asked, “What have you concluded that are experimental and blend with fossil
with respect to the public interest of the Bio- fuels are not comparable to this long-term
fuel Supply Contract?” the county energy premium contract and the long-term financial
consequences that can result from this largescale unproven technology.”
Rolston said, “It is wellknown on this island that elecRESTAURANT
tricity-related expenditures are
Sun-Thurs 8am-7pm • Fri & Sat 8am - 8pm
a particular burden on low-inw
come households because they
no
929-9717
Wi-fi ble
a
cannot easily reduce consumpavail
April music lineup
tion in the face of rising prices.
4/5 ....................... Earnest Kalani 4/19 .............. Merry Mongooses
Consequently,
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4/12 ................Keoki Kahumoku 4/26 ............ Back to the 50’s Trio
households
tend
to
spend a
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Ka‘ū Coffee Festival Launches Over a Week of Activities, April 26 – May 5
More than a week of Ka‘ū Coffee Festival events come to Ka‘ū April 26 through
May 5, beginning with the Miss Ka‘ū Coffee
Pageant and wrapping up with the day-long
Ho‘olaule‘a and a coffee education day:
Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Pageant graces
Ka‘ū Coffee Mill on Wood Valley Road on
Friday, April 26 beginning at 6:30 p.m. Pageant chair Gloria Camba said the purpose
is to showcase talent, stimulate interest in
sustainable agriculture and the coffee industry and provide a spokesperson for the Ka‘ū
Coffee industry. Tickets are priced at $10 in
advance and available through pageant participants or by calling Camba at 928-8558.
Donations for scholarships are being taken
through scholarship chair Julia Neal. Call
928-9811.

Simply Elegant: 2nd Annual Ka‘ū
Farmers Table will be held on Saturday,
April 27 at Kalaekilohana. The limited seating event features locally sourced gastronomy with live entertainment. Tickets are $75
in advance only. Visit kau-hawaii.com to
reserve a seat.
Triple C Recipe Contest will be held
on Sunday, April 28 at Ka‘ū Coffee Mill
Visitor Center. The competition features
cookies, candies and crackers made with
Ka‘ū Coffee. Attendance and Ka‘ū Coffee
tasting are free. There will be Hawaiian music entertainment. Find contest entry information at kaucoffeemill.com.
Ka‘ū Mountain Water System hike
explores flume systems of the sugarcane era
and the recent development of hydroelectric

‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 2
higher percentage of their disposable income
on energy than other households. Hawai‘i
County (compared to Maui, Kaua‘i and Honolulu Counties) has the largest population
of low-income residents, the lowest median
household income, the lowest median family income and the highest poverty rate in
the state. Many of these ratepayers are struggling with their ever-increasing electric bills;
this would add to that burden. On the Island
of Hawai‘i, low-income families spend more
than twice as much of their income on electricity compared to the state average.”
When asked, “What have you concluded
about the associated externalities of the Biofu-

els Supply Contract? the county energy coordinator testified: “County of Hawai‘i believes
that this large-scale project being placed in a
small town setting has significant negative externalities,” and said they should be “further
explored before deciding upon this project.
“Externalities include: fuel spills or leaks
associated with fuel storage or transportation
of the biofuel, traffic congestion on the very
narrow-curvy roads from Ka‘ū to Keahole
Power Plant, a negative impact on tourism
and future land use in the Ka‘ū area, roadway
damage and increased noise levels. There is
an overall quality of living for residents who
live around the proposed project area or continue to be attracted to live there because of

79
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Pool, Hot Tub, BBQ, AC, White Sandy Beach, kitchenettes, Internet,
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329-3333
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power for diversified agriculture. It takes
place on Wednesday, May 1 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. and is limited to 30 participants. $35
includes lunch. See kaucoffeemill.com or
call 928-0550.
Friday, May 3 is Coffee & Cattle Day
with a tour through Aikane Plantation,
where descendants of the first coffee farmer
in Ka‘ū explain how coffee is integrated into
cattle production and other agricultural endeavors. The event begins at 10 a.m., and
the $25 fee includes lunch. For more, see
aikaneplantation.com or call 927-2252.
The evening of Friday, May 3 is for
Ka‘ū Star Gazing, when participants observe some of the best night skies in the
world from the summit of Makanau with an
Imiloa astronomer between 7:30 p.m. and
the small town setting. These are negative
externalities based on the project’s success.
There would be more negative externalities
associated with the project’s failure including restoration of the area and environmental
clean-up. The information we have to determine this project’s chances of success is
based upon a large amount of unknowns, and
failure is a distinct possibility.
When asked, “What ratepayer risks
should the commission consider in evaluating
the Biodiesel Supply Contract? What quantitative or qualitative values should be assigned
to such risks?” Rolston replied, “For the year
ending Dec. 31, 2011, HELCO had already
achieved an RPS penetration level of 49.9 percent, with 41.1 percent of its energy generated
from renewable resources (on an hourly basis
it has reached 69.5 percent and on a weekly
basis has reached 51.6 percent). This exceeds
the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard goal
of 40 percent (by the year 2030), and while
we are proud of this achievement, it has come
with a high-cost per kWh. HELCO’s own
statements attest that the HELCO grid has
among the highest percentages of renewable
energy penetration in the world, but with such
high penetrations, the discussions should be
moved to mitigating the high cost associated
with that. Lower-cost solutions, such as the
recently added eight-megawatt geothermal
energy (not linked to oil), moves us toward a
lower cost of electricity on an island fortunate
to have this renewable resource. De-linking

10 p.m. Fee is $35 and includes light snacks,
Ka`u Coffee and beverages. To sign up, see
kaucoffeemill.com or call 928-0550.
These events lead up to Ka‘ū Coffee
Ho‘olaule‘a Saturday, May 4 on the grounds
of Pāhala Community Center from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. The free event includes Ka‘ū Coffee tasting, music, hula, coffee educational
displays and demonstrations, food, arts and
crafts vendors and a kid’s corner.
Ka‘ū Coffee College on Sunday, May
5 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. features workshops
and sharing of information for coffee growers and other coffee-trade professionals.
Keep up with news of festivities at
www.kaucoffeefest.com.

existing Renewable Power Purchase Agreements from oil (with the existing Independent
Power Producers) on this Island should be
a more productive course and less intrusive
than constructing and experimenting with an
unproven, high-cost biofuels technology project. Energy efficiency and demand response
programs should be more cost-effectively and
aggressively pursued, setting a more beneficial trajectory for an island that has achieved
such high renewable generation. The most
immediate ratepayer risks are pursuing this
biofuels supply contract rather than more
cost-effective paths to lower our utility rates.”
When asked, “To what extent, if any, will
utility customers assume any economic risks,
if the biofuel is not truly a ‘drop-in diesel’ or
a substitute fuel or in the event that HELCO’s
Keahole power plant must be subsequently
modified, or operations altered, to accommodate biofuels?” the county energy coordinator testified: “If this project is approved, with
its high cost and ratepayer subsidy, the utility
customer should assume no further economic risks if the biofuel is not truly a ‘drop-in
diesel’ or a substitute fuel or in the event the
HELCO’s Keahole power plant must be subsequently modified, or operations altered, to
accommodate biofuels. The decision to negotiate and promote the prior biofuels supply
contract (PUC Docket No. 2011-0005) and
this current one (PUC Docket 2012-0185) has
been led by the utility.”
‘Āina Koa Pono, pg. 11
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Ka‘ū School of the Arts Hosts Annual Spring Fling
Ka‘ū School of the Arts holds its third
annual Spring Fling on Saturday, April
13. The free family event takes place at
Punalu‘u Bake Shop in Nā‘ālehu from

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Booths feature local arts
and crafts and a Creativity Corner. Entertainment is scheduled throughout the day
with performances by Ka‘ū ‘Ohana Band,

Professional Hair & Skin Team

South Side
Shaka’S

Kama‘aina kuts Salon
Owner/stylist
By appointment only.

Call Corrine 939-7099

Styles by Elise
stylist and color specialist
By appointment only.
Call 938-7525

Beauty Calls

April, 2013

Office
Fax
Cell
Email
Web

April 5 .........Just in Case
April 12 .........Boni Narito

P.O. Box 1113

April 19 .............. Keaiwa
April 26 ............Honokua
May 3 .........Just in Case

Chamber Scholarship
Deadline Extended

The annual Ken Wicks Ka‘ū Chamber
of Commerce Scholarship deadline has been
extended to May 1. High school seniors and
adults seeking to re-enter the educational system are encouraged to apply. Applicants are
LLC
Nä‘älehu, HI 96772
asked to write an essay about how their educational experience will benefit Ka‘ū. Preference will be given to those who
intend to remain in or return to
Ka‘ū and live here. Scholarship money can be used for all
college and vocational training, and each scholarship will
range from $250 to $1,000.
Visit the Chamber website at
kauchamber.org to download
the application form. Call Lee
at 929-9872 with
& seafood on weekends McIntosh
any questions.
808-929-9999
808-929-9969
808-937-3751
andrew@kaurealty.com
www.kaurealty.com

Island Market

Call 896-2624
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Andrew S. Bashrum, PB

Live Music Fridays

skin care and electrolysis
by Ursula. By appointment.

Happy Spring!!

a taiko drum group, Hannah’s Makana
‘Ohana Hula Hālau, Full Tilt Band, Keoki
Kahumoku and students of the Center for
Hawaiian Music Studies.
For more information, contact Brad
Grohs at bradg@flex.com or 854-1540.

929-7404

New selection of

produce
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La‘a Ka Pa-Kapala, Sacred the Rhythms And Patterns,
daily through Sun, April 14, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Volcano
Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. A collaborative exhibit by Natalie Mahina Jensen and Lucia Tarallo featuring a collection of acrylic
paintings depicting the Hawai‘i Maoli’s penchant for
sacred geometry. The paintings serve to illustrate the
newly interpreted Nature Chant Kumulipo entitled
Kāne Keia! Wāhine Kela! (Male This! Female That!).
Free; park entrance fees apply. 967-7565

People & Land of Kahuku, Sun, April 14 & 21, 9:30
a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park. These guided 2.5-mile moderately difficult hikes over rugged terrain focus on the area’s human history. 985-6011

Merrie Monarch Celebration, Wed, April 3 - Sun,
April 7, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Volcano Art Center Gallery
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Free events highlighting hula and cultural arts, plus an old-style lei
stand with a variety of flower, leaf and liko (bud) lei for
purchase. Park entrance fees apply. 967-7565

Ohe Kapala on Gathering Bags, Wed & Fri, April 3
& 5, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Artist and Hawaiian cultural practitioner Greg West teaches ohe kapala
(bamboo stamping) on the gallery porch. Guests will
be able to pick out a 100 percent cotton gathering bag,
then paint and design it with ohe kapala designs. Bag
and use of materials is $42. Park entrance fees apply.

thinkLOCAL
BUYlocal
Think Local,
Buy Local

Ka‘u!

Business Owners...Join the
campaign! Get window signs
and shelf signs to highlight your
Made on Hawai‘i Island
products.
Everyone...Look for the
Think Local, Buy Local logo
and support Made/Grown
on Hawai‘i Island products.
Email us at
info@thinklocalbuylocal.org
The Think Local, Buy Local campaign is a project of the Hawai’i Alliance
for a Local Economy (HALE) and is funded by the County of Hawai’i,
Department of Research and Development.
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Bake Shop in Nā‘ālehu. Ka‘ū School of the Arts sponsors arts, crafts and entertainment all day. 929-8215
Pastel Painting, Sat, April 13, 1 – 4:30 p.m. Patti Pease
Johnson covers pastels, different papers, fixing and
mounting paper and backing. Students begin with a
set-up still life using charcoal on newsprint, learn to
exaggerate and be bold with colors and complete one
10X12 colored project using a proven method. Newsprint, paper, charcoal and soft pastels supplied. Beginning to intermediate artists welcome. $65/$58 VAC
members plus $10 supply fee. 967-8222

A Walk into the Past, Tue, April 2, 16 & 30, 10 a.m., 12
& 2 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center & Whitney Vault in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Ka‘ū resident Dick
Hershberger brings Hawaiian Volcano Observatory
founder Thomas Jaggar to life every other Tuesday.

Merrie Monarch Festival Cultural Practitioners, Day
One, Wed, April 3, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor
Center lanai in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Edna
and Sam Baldado share the cultural uses of the kalo
plant; Ab and Pua Valencia share the art of traditional
lei making; Nā Hōkū Hanohano Award nominee Rupert Tripp, Jr. performs; Vi Makuakane demonstrates
feather work; and Adrian Boone and Ed Shiinoki teach
participants to create and play nose flutes. Free; park
entrance fees apply. 985-6011

April
2013

Medicine for the Mind, Sun, April 14, 4 – 5:30 p.m.,
Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano
Village. Free Buddhist healing meditation for beginners and advanced. Patty Johnson, 985-7470

Ka‘ū Will Ride in the Merrie Monarch Parade

Kapāpala Ranch’s Geneveve ‘Jon’ Cran has been named Pā‘ū Queen for the 2013
Merrie Monarch Royal Parade to be held Saturday, April 6 at 10:30 a.m. in Hilo. Also
participating will be the Miss Ka‘ū Coffee contenders on a float provided by Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Cooperative.
The parade begins and ends at Puahi Street and winds through downtown Hilo
along Kīlauea Avenue, Keawe Street, Waianuenue Avenue and Kamehameha Avenue.
Cran will be accompanied by two ladies in waiting, a page and two gentlemen escorts.
The horses and riders will be adorned with lei made by Mona Chow. Cran is the wife of
the late Gordon Cran, who served as Grand Marshal of pā‘ū riders in Merrie Monarch
and other parades. The Cran family operates Kapāpala Ranch between Pāhala and Volcano. 							Photo by Julia Neal
967-7565

Free; park entrance fees apply. 967-7565

Artist Demonstration with Jelena Clay, Wed, April
3, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Jelena Clay demonstrates various design and decorating techniques of ipu,
or gourd. Free; park entrance fees apply. 967-7565

Ham Radio Operators Potluck Picnic, Sun, April 7,
Manukā Park. All American Radio Emergency Service
members, anyone interested in learning how to operate
a ham radio and families are invited to attend. Dennis
Smith, 989-3028

Merrie Monarch Festival Cultural Practitioners, Day
Two, Thu, April 4, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor
Center lanai in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Lehua Hauanio shares traditional lei making techniques;
Ku‘uleimomi Makuakane-Salāve‘a shares the art of
kapa making; Helene Hayselden demonstrates making
a feather kahili; Nā Hōkū Hanohano Award-winning
singer, songwriter and producer Kenneth Makuakane
plays original songs; and Adrian Boone and Ed Shiinoki teach participants to create and play nose flutes.

After Dark in the Park: Looking for Lava in all the
Wrong Places—and Finding it in Some, Tue, April 9,
7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. Most eruptions and intrusions at Kīlauea take place within the summit caldera
or the two rift zones. Some, however, occur elsewhere
or have trends not readily explainable by this standard
model. Though unusual, these eruptions and intrusions
tell us much about the internal plumbing of Kīlauea
and its evolution during the past tens of thousands of
years. HVO geologist Don Swanson elaborates on this
theme in a partly factual, partly speculative, broadly
based alternative view of Kīlauea. $2 donations support park programs; park entrance fees apply.
Ka‘ū CDP Steering Committee meeting, Tue, April
9, 8:30 – 10:30 p.m., Pāhala Community Center. See
hawaiicountycdp.info/kau-cdp for agenda. Ron Whitmore, 961-8137

Print and Book Signing by Caren Loebel-Fried, Thu,
April 4, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. The illustrator of legends and
myths of Hawai‘i signs books and prints including her
hula-themed works. She conducts a demonstration of
her process and has pull prints and both original and giclee images available for purchase. Free; park entrance
fees apply. 967-7565
Ocean View Neighborhood Watch meeting, Thu, April
4, 7 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033
Stewardship at the Summit, April 5, 13, 18 & 27, 9
a.m. – 12 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Volunteers cut invasive Kahili
ginger along park trails. 985-6172
‘Ukulele Lesson with Patrick Inouye, Fri, April 5, 11
a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. ‘Ukulele available or bring
your own. Free; park entrance fees apply. 967-8222 or
volcanoartcenter.org
Nā‘ālehu Elementary School Rummage Sale, Sat,
April 6, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. raises funds for a new playground set & student incentives. Denise Garcia, 9392413 x243
Olga Salvatore Dance Band, Sat, April 6, 7 – 9:30 p.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. Swing, Blues, Cha
Cha Cha. $10 at the door. 960-3059
Print and Book Signing by Dietrich Varez, Sun, April
7, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery in
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Varez signs 250 Hawaiiana prints and books he has written or illustrated.

Hana No‘eau Wednesdays, April 10 & 17, 2 – 3 p.m.,
Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano
Village. Artist and Hawaiian cultural practitioner Greg
West teaches different Hawaiian cultural art techniques
and offers insight into the deeper meaning of Hawaiian
arts and crafts. Free. 967-8222
Red Cross Volunteer meeting, Thu, April 11, 7 p.m.,
H.O.V.E. Road Maintenance Corp. office. For volunteers and those interested in becoming volunteers. Hannah Uribes, 929-9953
Ka Wahine Aloha Poetry Reading, Fri, April 12, 6
p.m., Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano Village. Keahi Felix, published Hawai‘i author,
reads from her new book. Joining her is Hilo musician
Dennis Soares. Felix has been recognized by Cambridge Who’s Who for demonstrating dedication, leadership and excellence in the study of Hawaiian history.
Free. 967-8222
Atlas Recycling at South Point U-Cart, Sat, April 13,
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Spring Fling, Sat, April 13, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Punalu‘u
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Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu, April 18, 929-9731
or 936-7262
Ka‘ū Ag Water Cooperative District meeting, Thu,
April 18, 4 p.m., Royal Hawaiian Orchards Field Office in Pāhala. Jeff McCall, 928-6456 or mccalljeffreyw@gmail.com
Volunteer Forest Restoration Project, Fri, April 19,
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., Mauna Loa strip section of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. Pre-registration required at
352-1402 or forest@fhvnp.org.
Pāhala Public & School Library 50th Anniversary
Celebration, Fri, April 19, 10:30 a.m. Performances
by local hula hālau and school students. Craft demonstrations, contests, door prizes and refreshments.
928-2015
Kick Ice sign waving, Fri, April 19, 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. in
front of Nā‘ālehu School gym.
Recycling at Nā‘ālehu School, Sat, April 20, 9 a.m. – 1
p.m., Nā‘ālehu School Gym. Redeem your HI-5 sorted
by type; receive 5 cents per container and additional
20 cents per pound on all aluminum. Atlas Recycling
donates 20 cents per pound on all aluminum redeemed
to the school. 939-2413, ext. 230
Palm Trail Hike, Sat, April 20 & Sun, April 28, 9:30
a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park. This relatively easy, guided 2.6-mile
loop crosses scenic pasture along an ancient cinder
cone with some of the best panoramic views Kahuku
has to offer. 985-6011
Hula Arts at Kīlauea, Sat, April 20, 10:30 - 11:30
a.m., hula platform near Volcano Art Center Gallery
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Kumu Leilehua
Yuen and Manu Josiah demonstrate preparation, protocol and offering of traditional hula and chant. Handson cultural demonstration 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., VAC
Gallery porch. 967-8222 or julie@volcanoartcenter.org
Free (donations welcome); park entrance fees apply.
Sunday Walk in the Park, April 21. Friends of Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park explore Sulphur Banks and
Crater Rim Trail. Free. Non-members can join the organization in order to attend. Park entrance fees apply.
985-7373 or admin@fhvnp.org
Garden Talk Story & Plant & Seed Exchange, Sun,
April 21, 12 – 3 p.m., Na‘ohulelua Historical Church.
929-8164
Fee-Free Days, Mon, April 22 – Fri, April 26. Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park waives entry fees during National Park Week.
Open House, Mon, April 22 – Fri, April 26, Kīlauea
Military Camp in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. In
conjunction with Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park’s
Fee Free Week, KMC invites all park visitors to experience how KMC serves America’s troops. All facilities
and services available to the general public. Open to
all authorized patrons and sponsored guests. 967-8371
HOVE Road Maintenance board of directors meeting, Tue, April 23, 10 a.m., St. Jude’s Church. 929-9910
Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Pageant, Fri, April 26, 6 p.m., Ka‘ū
Coffee Mill. Four contestants compete in talent, gown
and interview categories. Ka‘ū Coffee Mill will be
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open before the pageant. Gloria Camba, 928-8155
Mauna Loa Southwest Rift Zone, Sat, April 27, 10:30
a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park. From an overlook on the upper Palm
Trail, rangers orient hikers to numerous prominent geologic features of the many eruptions of the Southwest
Rift Zone and discuss the natural processes that create these features and the cultural traditions associated
with them. Participants invited to bring and eat lunch.
985-6011
Artists in Action, Sat, April 27, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Volcano Garden Arts in Volcano Village. This day of demonstrations and hands-on activities is a fundraiser for the
art program at Volcano School of Arts and Sciences.
987-3472 or eherb@hawaii.rr.com
Simply Elegant: 2nd Annual Ka‘ū Farmers Table,
Sat, April 27, The Inn at Kalaekilohana. Limited seating. $75. kau-hawaii.com
Triple C Recipe Contest, Sun, April 28, Ka‘ū Coffee
Mill. Original recipe creations of cookies, candies and
crackers made with Ka‘ū Coffee. Attendance and Ka‘ū
Coffee tastings are free. Contest entry info at kaucoffeemill.com.
Dances of Universal Peace, Sun, April 28, 4 - 5:30 p.m.,
Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano
Village. Vocalist and musician Lila Flood facilitates
this spiritual practice incorporating folk-dance-like
steps and sacred mantras that draw from all the major
spiritual and religious traditions. No experience necessary; everyone is welcome. Free; donations accepted.
Lila Flood, 985-9109 or Volcano Art Center, 967-8222
Ocean View Food Basket, Tue, April 30, noon - 2:30
p.m. at Ocean View Community Center. 939-7000
Cinco de Mayo Festival, Fri, May 3, St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean View. Doors open at 6 p.m.; dinner at 6:30 p.m. Enchiladas, rice, beans, salad, dessert,
beverage, live music. $12 or two for $20. 939-7555
Exercise & Meditation
Bowling Leagues starting soon at Kīlauea Military
Camp in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Open to
authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance
fees apply. 967-8352 or 967-8350
Pāhala Pool Schedule: Water Aerobics Mon/Wed/Fri
9 – 10 a.m.; Public Recreational Swim Mon/Wed/
Fri 10 – 11 a.m., Mon/Tue 1 – 4 p.m., Tue/Thu 9 – 11
a.m., Wed – Fri 12:30 – 4 p.m., Sat/Sun 9 – 11 a.m.
and 1 – 3 p.m.; Adult Lap Swim Mon/Tue 11 a.m. – 12
p.m., Wed – Fri 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and 4 – 5 p.m.,
Sat/Sun 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 3 – 4 p.m. 928-8177 or
hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation
Yoga, Mon, 7:30 a.m.; Tue & Thu, 5:30 p.m., Volcano
Art Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano Village.
Emily Catey focuses on stretching and releasing physical and mental tension. Open to beginning and intermediate students. $10. 967-8222
Iyengar and Yin Yoga, Mon/Wed/Fri, 10 – 11:30 a.m.;

Nā‘ālehu Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 8am-2pm
In front of ACE Hardware in Nä‘älehu

Island Valley Delights
Local jams, jellies, breads and
more.
Treat your taste buds right
islandvalleydelights.com

LeiMona

Body Creams made with Hawaiian
Macadamia Nut Oil, handcrafted
soaps. Made in Ka‘ü.
leimonahi@gmail.com

Pacific Quest

Organic fruits & vegetables grown
by youth. Proceeds donated to
our Ka‘ü community!

Vendors email
richwitt1@hotmail.com
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Ocean View Community Center. Mats and props provided. Stephanie, 937-7940
Exercise for Energy, Mon/Wed, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Center. DVD instructions;
bring your own band, ball and mat. Free w/donation of
non-perishable food. Becky, 345-4334
Beginners Yoga With Rob Kennedy, Mon, 5:30 – 7
p.m., Volcano Art Center Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano
Village. Gentle, comprehensive, suited to all levels,
aimed specifically at beginners or people resuming
their practice. Participants should wear loose, comfortable clothes and bring a mat or large towel. $5.
967-8222
Zumba, Mon, 6 – 7 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Community Center.
Certified Zumba instructor Erin Cole, 938-4037
Yoga, Mon, 6:30 p.m. Pāhala Community Center. By
Donation. 323-8280
Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, Tue/Thu, 8:30 - 10
a.m. Noa’s Island Massage in rear entrance of Ka‘ū Realty across from Hana Hou. Please come 10 minutes
early. $10 a class or $80 for 10 classes. 756-3183
Muscle Toning, Tue, 8:30 a.m., Ocean View Community Center. Erin Cole, 938-4037
Hula ‘Auana with Sammi Fo, Tue, corner of Tiki and
Princess Ka‘iulani in Ocean View. Students with more
than one-year experience meet at 4:15 p.m.; beginning
to first-year students meet at 4:15 p.m. 990-3292
Zumba, Tue/Thu 5:30 p.m., Sat, 9 a.m. Check with
Kīlauea Military Camp’s front desk in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park for location. Open to authorized
patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.
967-8333
Karate Classes, Tue/Thu, 6 – 7:30 p.m., Ocean View
Community Center. Instructor Peter Lubke offers free
classes for all ages. 939-7033
Self-Guided Yoga, Wed, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Cooper Center,
Volcano. Calabash donations. Debra Serrao, 985-7545
Gentle Senior Yoga, Wed, 3 – 4 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji. Senior price $10 for 10 sessions. Stephanie Peppers, 937-7940
Meditation, Wed, 4 – 5 p.m. Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji. Velvet Replogle, 936-8989
Line Dance, Wed, Pāhala Community Center. By donation. 323-8280
Zumba, Thu, 5 – 6 p.m., Ocean View Community Cen-

ter. Certified Zumba instructor Erin Cole, 640-8473
Western Line Dance Classes, Thu, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.,
Discovery Harbour Community Hall.
Gentle Yoga, Fri, 8 – 9 a.m., Cooper Center, Volcano.
For those who wish to deepen their yoga practice or
begin. $7 a class or $30 for six-week session. Debra
Serrao, 985-7545
Weekly & Daily Events & Activities 
Volcano Farmers Market, Sun, 7 – 10 a.m., Cooper
Center. Fruits and veggies, swap meet and more. EBT
welcome.
Ocean View Community Center computer lab, Mon
– Fri, 8 a.m. – noon. Members $2/hour, non-members,
$4/hr. 939-7033 for information on computer classes.
Ni‘aulani Nature Walks, Mon, 9:30 a.m. & Sat, 11
a.m. These one-hour nature walk travel through a lush
portion of an old-growth Hawaiian rain forest on an
easy, 1/7-mile loop trail. Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani
Campus in Volcano Village. Free (calabash donations
welcome). 967-8222 or www.volcanoartcenter.org
Pāhala Senior Center: Lunch served Mon – Fri,
10:30 a.m. for residents aged 60+. Julie, 928-3101
Nā‘ālehu Senior Nutrition Center (Hawai‘i County
Nutrition Program), Lunch served Mon – Fri, 10:45
a.m. for residents aged 60+, greater Nā‘ālehu area.
939-2505
Ocean View Nutrition Site and Senior Club hosts
activities at St. Jude’s Church on Mon/Wed/Fri
from 8:30 a.m. and provides lunches 11 a.m. – 12:30
p.m. for seniors 60+. Donations requested. On Thu,
the program takes seniors to Kailua-Kona for doctor
appointments, grocery shopping and to pick up prescriptions. Program closed Tue. Dick Hershberger,
989-4140
Ka‘ū Community Chorus Rehearsals, Mon 7 – 8 p.m.,
Discovery Harbour Community Hall. 929-7544
South Side Alateen meeting, Mon, 7 p.m., St. Jude’s
Episcopal Church in Ocean View. Sandy, 557-9847
Tūtū and Me Traveling Preschool, free classes Mon/
Wed, Nā‘ālehu Community Center; Tue/Thu, 8:30 10:30 a.m., Pāhala Community Center. Limited to 50
participants in each area. 929-8571
Charter School Online, Tue – Thu, Nā‘ālehu Community Center. hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation or Richard, 939-2510
Ka‘ū Driver License Office, Tue/Wed by appointment.
854-7214
Tea for Tuesdays: Tea with the Merrie Monarchs, 2 –
3 p.m., Volcano Art Center’s Ni‘aulani Campus in Vol-

cano Village. JoAnn Aguirre, tea educator and member
of Hawai‘i Tea Society explores traditions and offers
tastes of teas representative of 19th-century royal-tea.
Free; donations accepted. 967-8222 or teachingtea.com
Kanikapila Jam Sessions, Tue, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Open
to all musicians. Donations appreciated. Ongoing.
967-8222
Pohai for Speaking Hawaiian, Tue, 6:30 – 8 p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Hall. 929-7544
Ka‘ū Farmers Market, Wed/Sat, 8 a.m. – noon, Shaka
Restaurant in Nā‘ālehu. Produce, Hawaiiana, arts and
crafts, fresh baked goods.
Nā‘ālehu Market, Wed/Sat, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m., Ace Hardware. Produce and locally made products.
Community Bookstore, Wed, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at
Kauaha`ao Church in Wai‘ōhinu. 938-0411
Free ‘Ukulele, Slack Key and Steel Guitar classes, Wed,
3:30 – 5:30 p.m., Olson Trust Building in Pāhala; Fri,
3:30 – 5:30 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Methodist Church. Keoki
Kahumoku. Call Tiffany at 938-6582 for details and to
confirm.
Ka‘ū ‘Ohana Band Rehearsals, Wed/Thu, 3:30 – 4:30
p.m., Ocean View Community Center. Looking for
flute & clarinet players. Instruments provided; no experience necessary. 929-7544
Game Night, Wed, 6:30 p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Center. Lucy Walker, 929-7519
Ka Lae Quilters, Thu, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Discovery Harbour Community Center. 238-0505
Friends Feeding Friends, Thu, 4 – 6 p.m., Cooper Center on Wright Road in Volcano Village. volcanocommunity.org
Desperately Seeking Serenity AFG meeting, Thu,
5 p.m., St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean View.
Sandy, 557-9847
Karaoke Nights, Thu, 7 p.m., Kīlauea Military Camp’s
Lava Lounge in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
Open to all authorized patrons and sponsored guests.
Park entrance fees apply. 967-8371
Women, Infant, Children Services, Fri (except holidays)
at various locations. 965-3030 or 934-3209
Aloha Fridays, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery porch at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park. Variable hula art offerings of hula lessons, lei
making, storytelling, lauhala weaving or `ukulele lessons. Everyone is welcome. Free; donations welcome;
park entrance fees apply.

Delicious Fruits & Veggies

Kīlauea Lū‘au Buffet, Fri, 5 – 8 p.m., Kīlauea Military
Camp’s Crater Rim Café in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Local, island cuisine
of kalua pork and cabbage,
huli huli chicken, lu`au-style
ono, chicken long rice and
more. Adults $14.25; children
6 – 11 years old $8. Free hula
show 7 - 8 p.m. some dates.
Open to all authorized patrons
and sponsored guests. Park
entrance fees apply. 967-8356

Paintings, Cups and More

Live Entertainment at Hana
Hou Restaurant, Fri, 5:30
p.m. in Nā‘ālehu. 929-9717

Picked Protea And Handy Crafts

Live Music Fridays at
South Side Shaka, Nā‘ālehu.
929-7404

Fresh Home-Baked Cookies and More

Ocean View Farmers Market, Sat, 7 a.m. – noon, Pōhue
Plaza

Wednesdays & Saturdays, 8am-12pm
In front of Shaka’s Restaurant

Aurora's Fantastic
Jewelry
Come & See

Bernard's Home Grown
Don's Coconut Designs
Genevieve's Freshly
Hearts N Roses

Kuahiwi Ranch Natural
Beef
Ka‘ü-grown free-range, pasture-raised,
no antibiotics or artificial hormones.
Pre-orders call 936-1898

Uncle Albert's Hawaiian
Hand-Crafted Hats, Lei and
More

Vendors call
339-1032 or 345-9374
In operation since December 5, 2001
Brought to you by Na'alehu Main
Street

Alcoholics
Anonymous
meetings: One Day at a
Time Group, Sat, 6:30 p.m.,
Cooper Center; Friday Night
BBQ Meeting, Fri, 5 p.m.,
Wai‘ōhinu (929 -7674); Happy, Joyous and Free Group,
Mon/Thu, 7 p.m. and Sat,
5 p.m., St. Jude’s in Ocean
View. West Hawai‘i Intergroup, 329-1212 or the Hilo
office, 961-6133
Free Square Dancing Lessons, Sat, 7 – 8:30 p.m.,
Ocean View Community
Center. Open to all ages.
Lucy, 895-4212

naalehu.org
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Junior Class Hopes to Rope in Funds with Rodeo April 27

Ride on down to the Junior Class
Rodeo, sponsored by Kaʻū Roping &
Riding Association, on Saturday, April
27 to help students raise money while
enjoying a favorite Kaʻū pastime. The fun
takes place at the Nāʻālehu Rodeo Arena
located behind Nā’ālehu Park. For over 10
years, this annual event hosted by KRRA
has benefited many students during their
junior year at Kaʻū High School, said class
advisor Sheilah Okimoto.
Rodeo tickets are $7, but keiki ages
12 and under get in free. Slack roping will
start at 8 a.m., with the show starting at

noon.
During the rodeo, students will be
selling special event shirts and have
a concession stand to raise money for
their upcoming graduation expenses and
senior class activities. Shirt prices are $18
for long-sleeve, $15 for adult sizes and
$10 for kids.
In addition, junior class members will
be selling Krispy Kreme prior to the
rodeo. See a junior to purchase, or call
Kaʻū High at 928-2088. To sign up for
the rodeo, contact Tammy Kaʻapana, of
KRRA, at 929-8079.

Kaʻū Wrestling Scoops State’s 4th & 5th
Shavon and sister Leah MelloWaiwaiole came away with the HHSAA
state tournament’s fourth- and fifth-place
after battling it out against Hawaiʻi’s top
wrestlers last month. The pair wrestle for
Kaʻū High School under coaches Hettie
and Greg Rush.
The two-woman team earned enough
points to place Kaʻū in 22nd place out of
49 schools. Leah, a junior wrestling in
the 135-lb division, quickly pinned her
opponent in her second match in just 49
seconds, and the following match in a
minute and 20 seconds. The next round
put her up against Uilani Freitas Smith, of
Kahuku, whom she lost in the preliminary

round. A pin by Smith put her on the track
for fifth place, which Leah secured with a
pin in two minutes and seven seconds.
Although Shavon, a sophomore
wrestling in the 220-lb division, lost
the championship quarter-final match
to the eventual second-place winner,
McKinley’s Kaydie Lynn Tehotu, she
speedily regrouped, moving on to win her
next three matches. Her victories included
a minute-and-thirty-two-second pin in the
consolation second round and judges’
decision (7-0, 14-10) in the following two
matches. Shavon took fourth place after
being pinned in her last match.

waimea firehouse gallery:

April 6, 10,11 & 12, from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
KoNa iNTerNaTioNal marKeT:

April 13-18 FROM 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
PriNce Kuhio Plaza:

April 20-25, 10 a.m. until mall closes

Kaʻū Volleyball:
Victorious Over
Kohala & Kona

Spry Seniors Rack Up Medals at County Olympics

Nāʻālehu senior citizen athletes show they are still on top of their game, winning eight
medals at the Hawaiʻi County Parks & Recreation Senior Olympics last month held
in Kona. Left to right are medal-winners Bridget Pittman, Florence Manuel, Harry
Parlin, Eunice Hashimoto, Sally Dela Cruz and Herman Ah Yee. Photo by Edie Frazier

Recycle Hawaiʻi Celebrates Creative Recycled Art
In the spirit of Earth Day, Recycle
Hawaiʻi continues its annual Art of
Recycling School Competition, which
asks students ages six through 18 to
get creative with their art pieces and
use recycled or reused materials. The
entries will be on display at the following
locations: Prince Kuhio Plaza from April
20-25, 10 a.m. until the mall closes; Kona
International Market from April 13-18,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Waimea Firehouse
Gallery on April 6, 10, 11 and 12, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Entries from Kaʻū schools will be

The Kaʻū High boys
volleyball
program
is
steam-rolling along...right
over their opponents. So far
this season, the Varsity team
handed Konawaena a defeat
on Trojan turf with the final
set score shaping up to be
a crushing 25-10. During
set one and two, Kaʻū beat
Kona by four points.
Proving
that
the
Trojans’ court success last
year was no fluke, Kaʻū
also defeated Kohala in
four sets (25-21, 25-27,
Members of the Kaʻū High Varsity
19-25, 25-16, 15-13). Last
tennis team reported wins against Keaʻau
year after a stellar season,
and St. Joseph’s last month.
Kaʻū lost to Kohala in the
Trojan Andrew Garcia, playing in
semi-final round of the BIIF
boys’ team second singles, defeated Pāhoa
championships.
(6-4, 6-4), as well as St. Joseph’s (6-3,
At press time the
6-4).
Kaʻū Trojans remained
Senior Jemy-Ray Palancia competes
undefeated.
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on display at Prince Kuhio Plaza. Among
the art pieces expect to see select projects
displayed from Nāʻālehu School students
selected from Karen Veriato’s and Karen
Jaremski’s third-grade classes, who
created recycled art dioramas depicting
key concepts learned from their water
cycle unit with Kamehameha Schools’
Literacy Instruction and Support’s science
teacher Cristi Niimi.
For
more
information
about
the contest, call 985-8725; email
hiartrecycle@gmail.com; or visit www.
recyclehawaii.org.
Front Row L-R:
Wen-Jing Yang,
Marileah Lalin,
Romina Sembran, and WenHui Yang.
Back Row
L-R: Jemy-Ray
Palancia, Carlos
Uribe-Buonus,
Coach Hiilani
Lapera, William
Mitchell, and
Andrew Garcia
Photo courtesy
of Kaʻū High
Yearbook

Trojan Tennis ‘Raq-uets’ Up Four Wins

The Kaʻū Calendar

in boys’ team first singles and shut out St.
Joseph’s 6-0 and 6-2.
Kaʻū’s girls second singles player
Wen-Jing Yang emerged victorious versus
Keaʻau. Scores were 6-4 and 6-2.
Hiʻilani Lapera, long-time coach for
Kaʻū High bowling, has stepped up coach
for Trojan tennis.
April, 2013 Page 7
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Boys Volleyball

• Sat, April 13, Kaʻū @ HPA/Honokaʻa, 10 a.m.
• Sat, April 20, Kaʻū @ CLA/Hualalai, 10 a.m.
• Wed, April 24, Kaʻū @ Waiakea, 6 p.m.
• Sat, April 27, Kaʻū @ Keaʻau, 10 a.m.

General Contractor
Certified Home Inspector
Residential and Commercial
Island and State Wide Service
Lic. No. BC-18812

New Home Construction
Remodeling, Re-roofing, Concrete Work
Serving the People of Ka`u
for over 25 years
Call Bob for a FREE estimate at
929-8112
Email: tbcci@hialoha.net

Realtor Associate, The Land Office, Inc.
In downtown Na`alehu.
For all your Real Estate needs in beautiful KA`U
Call (808) 929-7541 or 938-1993

Judo

• Sat, April 6, Kamehameha Dual Tourney, 9
a.m.
• Sat, April 13, BIIF Team Tourney @ Waiakea, 9
Ka`u Athletic Department Steak Fry, Picka.m.
Mon,
Feb 6,Tourney
4 – 6 p.m.,
• up
Sat,will
Aprilbe
20,on
BIIF
Individual
@
Konawaena,
9
a.m.
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are

$6 and can be purchased from any
Softball
or @
winter
sport1 team
• booster
Sat, April club
6, Kaʻū
Honokaʻa,
p.m.
Laurie
938-0214,
• member.
Wed, April Contact
10, Kaʻū vs
Hilo, at
3 p.m.
• Nick
Fri, April
12, Kaʻū vs Pāhoa,
3 p.m.
at 938-8247
or Ka`u
High at
• 928-2088.
Tue, April 16, Kaʻū @ Waiakea, 3 p.m.

• Sat, April 20, Kaʻū vs Kamehameha, 1 p.m.
• Tue, April 23 BIIF 1st Round
High26,Athletic
Booster Club meeting,
• Ka`u
Fri, April
DII Semi-finals
Feb27,13,
p.m.,@Ka`u
• Mon,
Sat, April
DII6Finals
UHHHigh music

Kaʻū High Varsity Basketball player, senior
Shaylin Navarro, received an All-BIIF girls basketball
honorable mention last month. Navarro is a multi-sport
athlete for the Trojans, playing all four years of her high
school career. She also served as team captain. Coach
Cy Lopez noted her leadership and positive attitude,
helping to keep moral high. He
Swimming
when the team was
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water said that even
down,
“they
never
up.” @ HPA, 3pm
●Fri,
Febgave
3, Ka`u
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult
The
boys
Varsity
basketball
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.
team earned three All-BIFF
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on honorable●Fri,
Feb 10, BIIF Trials
mentions. Seniors
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on Jansen Candaroma,
●Sat, FebGreg
11, Javar
BIIF Finals
Wednesdays. 928-8177.
●Fri – Esperon
Sat, Febwere
24 – 25, HHSAA @
and Royden
recognized Kamehameha,
for their outstanding
Kea`au Campus
effort this season by Big
Boys Basketball
Island coaches. Candaroma’s
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm
JV Baseball
natural talent helped him to
●Sat, Feb 4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm
●Sat, toFeb
11,Ka`u
quickly ascend
Varsity
as an @ Honoka`a, 1pm
Kaikea
Kaupu-Manini
jumps on to home plate after hitting a
●Fri,
Feb 10, BIIF
●Mon,
Feb
13,
underclassman. Javar, a Ka`u
true vs Hilo, 3pm
home-run with bases loaded.

License No. C-15571 * C-11607
PUC 5133-C
CALL WALLY

S’port Up! at KTA ‘Til April
9
ADVERTISING
IN THE

Shoppers have until Tuesday, April 9 to help
Kaʻū High School athletics program win their
share of $50K during the 7th Annual KTA

• Sat, April 27 @ Nāʻālehu rodeo arena. Slack roping
starts at 8 a.m. The rodeo show starts at noon. Tickets
are $7. See story on page 7 for more information and
details for paniolo who want to compete in the event.

Offices in Pahala,
ROYAL &HAWAIIAN
Na`alehu
Ocean View
Pahala Plantation Cottages

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESSES!!
Tell them you saw their ad in
The Kaʻū Calendar!

Land Clearing & Excavation

P.O. Box 74
Na`alehu

Baseball Hits Home with Families

Junior Class Rodeo Fundraiser

928-9811

lover of basketball showed great dedication to the sport,
putting in countless hours off-court to hone his skills
from a young age. As for Esperon, his athletic ease and
height gained him immediate recognition after joining
the Trojan team.

Kaʻū High Varsity boys basketball team - Front (l-r): Neil Libunao, Alexis Alejo,
room. Need volunteers to help in
Feb
11, BIIF @ Civic
●Sat, Feb 18, Ka`u @
Pahoa,
1pmLehre Vidal, Brian Gascon, CJ Bulesco, Greg Javar;
Photo●Sat,
by Nālani
Parlin
Jansen
Candaroma,
Tennis
fundraising activities. Need materials
●Fri - Sat, Feb 17-18, BIIF @ Civic
Head Coach Ravel Kaupu, Donald Garo, Randall Watson, Kihei Serrao,
●Mon, Feb 20, Ka`u vsBack:
Kamehameha,
• Sat, April 6, Kaʻū @ Kamehameha, 10 a.m.
and lumber to make recycle bins to be
Photo courtesy of Kaʻū High Yearbook
Honua
Kauhi
and Asst. Coach Mr.
Gascon
• Thurs, April 18, BIIF 1st Rd, 8 a.m.
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @ O`ahu
Coach
Sumida instructs
his JV Basketball team while they drill
1pm
Pahala
Waiohinu
takes the field versus Kona teams. Whichever
Crowds fill the revamped Nāʻālehu ball
• placed
Fri, Aprilat
19,the
BIIF
2nd Rd,and
8 a.m.
different
plays
during
an
afternoon practice.
●Wed, Feb 22, Ka`u @ Konawaena,
as Laupahoehoe,
part of a fundraiser.
• transfer
Sat, April stations
23, Kaʻū @
10 a.m. park with T-ball, coach pitch and little league age-group is not playing in Kaʻū travels to
Wrestling
3pm organizer,
• Anyone
Sat, April who
20, BIIF
canChampioship
help with materials for practicing and playing games on the new digs Kona for games. Youth baseball
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA 10am
●Sat,
25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm
the Feb
alternating
building or has extra time to help with weekly. Kaʻū T-ball and coach pitch teams Kalani DeCoito explained
Track & Field
●Sat,
Feb
11,
Ka`u
@
Pahoa,
10am
helps to ease the burden of driving to
recycling program,
shouldplay each other Wednesday and Thursday schedule
• monitoring
Sat, April 6, the
@ Konawaena,
9 a.m.
Kona two days in a row for families with both
afternoons,
alternating
between
Nāʻālehu
●Sat,
Feb
18,
BIIF
@
Kamehameha
attend
theKeaʻau,
meeting
or call Laurie atand Pāhala parks. On Saturdays and Sundays younger and older kids who play.
• also
Sat, April
13, @
9 a.m.
●Fri – Sat, March 3 -4, HHSAA @ Blaisdell
SUPPORT TROJAN
• 938-0214
Sat, April 20,or
@ Nick
HPA, at
9 a.m.
938-8247.
either T-ball and coach pitch or Little League
on O`ahu
• Sat, April 27, Kaʻū @ Kamehameha, 9 a.m.
ATHLETES BY
• The
Sat, April
30,Swimming
Kaʻū @ Hilo
Pahala
Pool is open

Grade checks for athletes are due
Mondays, April 8 and 22.

Check out our Kamaaina Rates!

Kaʻū Basketball Players Earn BIIF Nod

ORCHARDS, LP

Visit the student
run credit union
on the Ka`u High
School Campus.

Supporter of Ka`u
Sports and the Ka`u High
School Credit Union.

Support the Ka`u High Sports and

S’port Up! promotion. Buy selected
products
at any
KA`U
SPORTS
KTA and earn points for Kaʻū. choosing Kaʻū at the
check-out. S’port Up! helps toCALENDAR!
provide much needed
sports equipment and air travel.

Bus: (808) 929-7106
Bus: (808) 929-7322

De Lima’s Plumbing, Inc.
Hilo, HI
935-8806
M-F, 2-4 p.m.

Congratulations

JV Boys’ Basketball on your
victory against Laupahoehoe!
We now

THEKaʻū
CALENDAR
High JV boys basketball team - Front (l-r): Mason Takaki-Garcia, Tyren
Track Kaʻū
Fukunaga, Rowlie John Flores, Rayncin Salmo-Grace, Back row: Asst. Coach
IS DIRECT
Holden Galigo, Evan Manoha, Chance Emmsley, Franklin
Orcino,
Heats Up
Girls’
andWilliam
Boys’ Soccer on
TO
MAILED
The Pāhala
youth Tailon Kaluna, Head Coach Daryl Shibuya.
winning Pahoa!
Photo courtesy of Kaʻū High Yearbook
track
crew,
top
OVER 4,000
left,
brought
POSTAL
Wrestlers Dylan Rush - 1st
home 16BOXES!
ribbons

961-5600

work on Hybrids!

Proudly Supporting
Hawaii’s Youth!

from last month’s
Place, Colton Wong - 2nd Place
Hershey’s Track
and Travis Leka for his first
CallMeet
928-6471
in Keaʻau. Or
season win at Konawaena!
The boys kausports
relay team
email
won first place, while
calendar
the girls relay took
Although Nāʻālehu Park is the site of a variety of youth
third. Competitors at
@runbox.com.
sports practices and games, keiki are not the only ones that hit
Hershey’s are “cream of
the field. County Parks & Recreation programs for kupuna
the crop; the best of the
also host annual ground golf tournaments at Nāʻālehu Park.
best,” said Coach Angie
Nā’ālehu senior center members often practice on the field
Miyashiro.
leading up to a match, and both Pāhala and Ocean View
The Pāhala A-Troop,
senior centers travel to Nā’ālehu for friendly competition and
bottom left, competed
fellowship among Kaʻū residents.
alongside the Nāʻālehu
Nāʻālehu seniors and Nā’ālehu senior nutrition center“A
coordinator,
Frazier (back row
team and youth track
Proud Edie
Sponsor!”
center), show pride in being the southernmost senior center in the U.S.A. For more information
Photos by Thu-Tam
about joining senior center activities, call the respective coordinators: Pāhala, Julie Pasquale at
Doan & Fresno Eder
928-3101; Nāʻālehu, Edie Frazier at 939-2005; and Ocean View, Dick Hershberger at 939-7000.

Sporty Seniors Utilize Nāʻālehu Park

TEX PAHALA ♦ 928-8200

P.O. Box 130
Pahala, HI
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Heritage Center of Ka‘ū Site Blessed Near Ocean View
The proposed site for Heritage Center
of Ka‘ū, with its 15 acres of native forest, received a blessing of rain showers, sun and a
supportive group of more than 60 people on
March 17. Kumu Keala Ching led the blessing and provided an original chant in Hawaiian for the people and the place, which is located makai of Hwy 11 at Road to the Sea on
the Kona side of Ocean View.
The Peralta family shared their music,
and the Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū danced
to Ka Nani Ao Ka‘ū. Lehua Lopez-Mau
and Wendy Vance, both directors of the new
501C3 organization Ho‘omalu Ka‘ū, introduced other board members Chris Reid and
Blossom DeSilva.
The organization’s Heritage Center

Committee is comprised of Ho‘omalu directors and members of the Hawaiian Civic
Club of Ka‘ū’s Heritage Committee. They are
Zachary DiBernardi, Alan and Nancy Stafford, Blossom DeSilva and Felicia Welker.
After the blessing, biologist Rick Warshauer and naturalist Shalan Crysdale hiked
the property and noted the forest is very much
intact with very few invasive plants. They also
located and mapped a section of what is possibly an old Hawaiian trail on the property.
For more information or to help with
the project, call 929-8526 or email hoomalukau@gmail.com. Vance said the organization with its nonprofit status is also ready to
umbrella other projects of Ka‘ū community
members.

Funds Raised Help Firefighters
Keep Personal Expenses Low

More than $3,500 was
ment to improve communiraised for Discovery Harbour
cation among crew members.
volunteer firefighters at last
“These funds will need to see
month’s bi-annual rummage
us through the next two years
sale. Proceeds for Volunteer
and will also go a long way
Company 11-Charlie will
in purchasing uniform items,
be used to equip new mem- Discovery Harbour’s fire
service recognition awards,
truck encourages residents to
bers with optional firefight- “Be a Hero in Your Commu- flashlights, batteries, water
ing equipment that veterans nity: Be a Volunteer firefight- and snack bars, etc.,” Brady
Photo by Liz Stabo
already have, said organizer er.”
said. “It’s events such as this
Suzanne Brady. The company also plans to one that help us to keep each member’s perinvestigate purchasing some radio equip- sonal expenses to a minimum.”

Keala Ching blessed the proposed site and people involved with the Heritage Center of Ka‘ū.
Photo by Nancy Stafford

Guide to Ka‘ü Churches

VOLCANO
• New Hope Christian Fellowship . .............................................................................. 967-7129
• Volcano Assembly of God...........................................................................................967-8191
• Kïlauea Military Camp Chapel ....967-8333, Protestant - 9am  Catholic - 11:15 am,
Sundays

PÄHALA
• River of Life Assembly of God................................................................................ 928-0608
• Holy Rosary..................................................................................................................928-8208
• Pähala Bible Baptist Mission.................................................................................928-8240
• Pähala Hongwanji........................................................................................................ 928-8254
• Wood Valley Tibetan Buddhist Temple & Retreat.............................................928-8539
NÄ‘ÄLEHU
• Assembly of God.......................................................................................................... 929-7278
• Iglesia Ni Cristo.............................................................................................................929-9173
• Jehovah’s Witnesses................................................................................................. 929-7602
• Kauaha‘ao Church....................................................................................................... 929-9997
• Latter Day Saints........................................................................................................ 929-7123
• Light House Baptist..................................................................................................939-8536

• Nä‘älehu Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 95-5693 Mamalahoa Hwy., Nä‘älehu, Hi 96772
• Sacred Heart................................................................................................................ 929-7474
• United Methodist.......................................................................................................929-9949
• Christian Church Thy Word Ministry  ......................................................................936-9114
Nä‘ähelu Hongwanji, Sundays 10 a.m.

OCEAN VIEW
• Kahuku UCC..................................................................................................................929-8630
• Ocean View Baptist Church.....................................................................................430-8268
Worship Service: Sunday, 1 p.m. Ocean View Community Center. All are welcome!
• OV Evangelical Community Church....................................................................... 939-9089
• St. Judes Episcopal...................................................................................................939-7000
• Divine Faith Ministries 929-8570 (non-denominational) meets Ocean View
Community Center 10 am Sundays, Children, Youth, Bible Study. Call for more
information .
• Church of Christ........................................................................................................... 928-0027
Back to the Bible! 9 am, Bible class studying Romans. Worship 10A.M. Expository
lessons from N.T. Books

Stars Over Ka‘ū April 2013
by Lew Cook

The year of the comets?
Did you see Comet PanSTARRS very
low in the West just after sunset? It got as
bright as was anticipated and put on a respectable showing. March 12 through 14
was the best time to see it. It was low in the
west. If you missed it, you’ll need to wait
until November for the next, and (probably)
much more spectacular comet ISON.
Jupiter is quite low in the western sky
at chart time (10 p.m. HST). It sets around
10:11 p.m. It is in Taurus. Mars is setting
soon after the sun, and when it is very near
the sun, don’t be surprised if we get a dropout of the data from Curiosity rover. This
will happen toward the end of March (yes, I
know that I incorrectly said in last month’s
issue the end of April, but that was an error)
and through April. Meanwhile, NASA has
reported that results of the first drill sample
show that the water that flowed on Mars
could have sustained life. That’s not to say
it did, but they have not found anything that
would have been toxic to all kinds of life.
Saturn is an all night object, rising
about two hours before chart time. Mercury
is our morning star, rising more than an hour
before the sun. Venus is moving behind the
sun in March to become an evening star.
Page 10 April, 2013

The constellation of Orion is setting
just as Scorpio rises. Orion once boasted he
could kill any animal on the earth. According to Greek mythology, Orion was stung by
a scorpion in his heel. Every winter, Orion
hunts in the sky, but every summer, he flees
as the constellation Scorpius rises. The Gods
rewarded him by placing him prominently
in the heavens, and as far from Scorpio as
possible but also to serve as a reminder to
humans not to be so boastful. Zeus rewarded
the scorpion for its valiant battle with Orion
by also placing it in the sky.
The false cross in Vela can be compared
to the Southern Cross in Crux. While they
have similar dimensions and shape, note
that the stars in Crux are brighter.
Date
April 05
April 12
April 19
April 26

Sunrise
6:12
6:07
6:01
5:57

Moon Phases
Last Quarter April 2
New Moon April 9
First Quarter April 18
Full Moon April 25

Sunset
6:37
6:39
6:41
6:43
How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the north on the
Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. Use this map at about 9:00 p.m. early in the month,
8:00 p.m. mid-month, and 7:00 p.m. late in the month. *Map provided by Bishop Museum Planetarium. Pre-recorded
information: (808) 848-4136; Web site: www.bishopmuseum.org/planetarium. Podcast: feeds.feedburner.com/bishopmuseum; Email: Hokupaa@bishopmuseum.org
Lew Cook operates a modest size computerized telescope that looks deep into our galaxy from Pähala. He emails
measurements of his images and research to astronomers. For more information, visit www.lewcook.com/pahala.htm. Some info has been obtained from Wikipedia.com.
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Sen. Schatz First Bill Includes Ka‘ū Coast Preservation
More national park lands could be added
in Ka‘ū if legislation by Sen. Brian Schatz
goes forward. The bill, aimed at expanding
Hawai‘i’s National Parks, including sections
of the Ka‘ū Coast, is the first piece of legislation offered by the freshman U.S. senator
who was appointed to office by Gov. Neil
Abercrombie at the end of last year, following the death of longtime Sen. Daniel Inouye.
The legislation calls for special resource
studies of the Ka‘ū Coast, the northern coast
of Maui, the southeastern coast of Kaua‘i and
historic sites on Midway Atoll. The studies
over three years could be funded from revenues taken in by the federal government from
offshore gas and oil operations.
The initiative builds on community efforts in Ka‘ū dating back to the doubling of

force in 2006.
the size of Hawai‘i
Hawai‘i VolVolcanoes
Nacanoes National
tional Park with
Parks
Superinacquisition
of
tendent
Cindy
the Kahuku Unit
Orlando said that
and to a state task
the park is very
force on conservinterested in the
ing the coast. The
studies and has
task force, set
been working with
up through state
Hawai‘i’s delegalegislation from The Ka‘ū Coast could be a study area for adding
tion to Congress
Rep. Bob Herkes, more land to the national parks.
Photo by Peter Anderson on this initiative
encouraged funding from federal, state, county and private for a number of years. One of the areas that
sources for the subsequent preservation of would be studied under the Schatz bill is the
Honu‘apo, Kāwā and lands west of Punalu‘u. Great Crack between Pāhala and Hawai‘i
Reps. Ed Case and Mazie Hirono asked for Volcanoes National Park, long on the acquistudies of the Ka‘ū Coast following the task sitions list for the National Park Service.
Thousands of additional Ka‘ū acres are
for higher-priced biofuel development. The
under consideration around Road to the Sea
ratepayer has already carried a high finanand the slope above Honu‘apo across lands
cial burden for supporting high penetrations
toward South Point.
of renewable energy they thought was meant
Schatz noted the value of national
to achieve lower-priced electricity on this
parks in Hawai‘i for the visitor industry, as
island. At the highest electricity rates in the
the parks bring in more than $260 million a
‘Āina Koa Pono, pg. 13 year. Comments on the bill can be directed
to Schatz’s website at schatz.senate.gov/contact.cfm. See the new parks link.

‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 3
When asked, “To what extent should
utility customers be required to provide financial assurances for indigenous biofuel development, and if so, under what terms and
conditions,” the county energy coordinator
testified: “The role of the ratepayer is not to
provide financial assurances
for “jump starting” a local
biofuels industry. At 40-plus
percent Renewable Generation
on the Island of
Hawai‘i with
its diverse, alPUC 5238-C
ready-proven,
cost-effective
renewable resources,
the
utility customSpecializing In:	
  
ers on this is*Water
*House Pads
land should not
*Trenching
*Rock
Wall
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*Driveway
*Lowboy
provide finan*Coffee Farm *Bulldozing
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Propane

NEED WATER?
WE DO WATER HAULING
*Septic Systems	
  
*Demo	
  
*Dump Truck
*Free Estimates
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6
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7:30 – 5:00, M – F
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t
Sat.
8:00
–
12:00,
Closed Sun.
Sou
• Hawaiian cement
• Redi-mix concrete
• Rebar #3#4#5
• Wire 6x6x10x10

• Sand #4 (for water tanks)
• Rock #3 • ¾ minus base coarse
• Cinders, red & black
• Pier blocks, misc. concrete prods.

Construction Equipment Rental
• Compactors • Cement finishing • Generators • Scaffolding
• Ladders • Pressure washer • Compressors • Painting equipment
• Floor finishing equipment • Welding equipment
• Automotive equipment • Cordless hand tools • Tools
• Power tools • Hand tools • Trailers • String trimmer
• Chainsaws (we sharpen) • Lawn mower • Party equipment

Small Engine Sales & Service
AUTHORIZED DEALER, PARTS AND SERVICE: Shindaiwa, Wacker, Titan,
airless, Echo, Honda Engines, Snapper, Goldblatt, Briggs & Stratton,
and Grimmer Schmidt
USED MOTOR OIL DROP OFF: 10-gallon limit per visit for
Do-It-Yourself oil changers. Must log in during open
hours only (no charge).

Hawaiian Ocean View Ranchos • Below gas station

P.O. Box 6182, Ocean View, HI 96737 • Stan and Marianne Troeller, Proprietors
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Ka‘ū Rural Health Academy Headlines April 12 Conference

A Ka‘ū Rural Health Academy, which
will focus on health, education, research
opportunities and economical, sustainable
training programs, will headline the sixteenth annual Rural Health Conference. The
public is invited to attend on Friday, April
12 from 8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. at Pāhala
Community Center. It is sponsored by Ka‘ū
Rural Health Community Association, Inc.,
which announced last month that funding is
coming from the HMSA Foundation to support the Ka‘ū Rural Health Academy Program.
The demonstration, according to leader
Jessie Marques, E.D., will provide and promote health education and prevention with
a health and wellness education initiative;
establish a Youth Mentoring Program that
fosters health career pathways, education,
training and employment opportunities; and
introduce consumers to the use of health information and technology in the healthcare
industry.
Theresa Richardson, office manager,
and Rochele Gacayan, program assistant,
were recently hired, said Marques.
‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 11
nation, the Island of Hawai‘i utility customer
is already burdened with enough financial liability. When biofuels and biomass projects

The Ka‘ü Calendar

Registration for the April 12 Rural
Health Conference is $15 and includes
lunch, refreshments and door prizes. There
will be free blood pressure screening and
a free HMSA online care demonstration.
Ka‘ū Rural Health Community Association
will present its annual report and elect board
members for the coming year.
Information will be provided on community resources including where to go for
free physicals, dental and vision exams,
blood sugar and cholesterol screenings and
enrollment in Better Choices Better Health
Ke Ola Pono Chronic Disease Self Management Program.
The Participating Community Resource Network includes HMSA, Ka‘ū
Rural Health Academy Youth Interns, Aging & Disabilities Resource Center/Hawai‘i
County Office of Aging, Ka‘ū Hospital,
state Department of Health Public Health,
the Hawai‘i County Prosecuting Attorneys
Office, Ka‘ū High School, University of
Hawai‘i-Hilo, Hawai‘i Community College
Office of Continuing Education & Training,
Big Island Workplace Connection, Pacific

can compete to effectively lower the cost of
utility customer bills, we will consider those
projects, provide support and help make them
happen.”
Fuels Expert Weighs In
Renewable fuels expert Peter Y. Matlock
weighed in on ‘Āina Koa Pono last month
with his testimony submitted to the Public
Utilities Commission by Hawai‘i County. In
the mid-1990’s, Matlock started several companies applying new technologies to market and social needs, including Viridis, Inc.,
aiming to make commodity and specialty
chemicals from renewable sugars to reduce
reliance on petroleum as an industrial feedstock. He provided assistance to one of the
leading bio-product companies making largevolume industrial chemicals in two rounds
of financing of $20 million each, product
selection and business strategy. He was vice
president of Micromidas, Inc., a California
company developing technologies to efficiently utilize waste streams as feedstock to
make renewables-based chemicals and fuels.
He is an expert in agricultural biotechnology
and medical biotechnology. His educational
background includes an undergraduate degree
with honors in economics from Swarthmore
College and two graduate degrees in management science and engineering from Stanford
University.
The following is a sample of Matlock’s
testimony:
“Biofuels and other products made from
renewable carbon sources provide great
promise for the U.S. and State of Hawai‘i.
To be sustainable in the long term, renewable
fuels and chemicals must meet product performance requirements and be economically
competitive. Although there is policy-level

Ka‘ū Rural Health Academy will be based at the Ka‘ū Resource & Distance Learning Center.
Photo from Ka‘ū Rural Health Community Association

Quest, Ka‘ū Perinatal Local Area Consortia, United Healthcare, Hui Malama Ola
Na Oiwi, Bay Clinic, Tobacco Free East
Hawai‘i, American Cancer Society and the
Hawai‘i National Guard’s Youth Challenge

Academy.
For registration and more information,
call Hawai‘i Rural Health Community Association’s Resource & Distance Learning
Center at 928-0101.

concern that higher-priced fuels may be justified to counter the perceived negative externalities of fossil fuels (global warming, price
volatility, energy security), there are also
policy questions of how high a price should
be imposed on individuals and the economy
in regions that are relatively early and greater
adopters of alternative — and often higher
priced — energy sources. This plays out at
the national level (will the U.S. suffer a competitive disadvantage under carbon tax or
cap-and-trade scenarios compared to China),
state level (will California’s AB32 program
disadvantage its manufacturing base relative
to other states; do Hawai‘i’s higher energy
prices discourage certain types of economic
growth on the Islands), and county level (with
an existing higher rate of renewable energy
production, what will be the impact on the
County of Hawai‘i’s economic growth from
higher electricity costs). The Public Utilities
Commission’s analysis of the proposed AKP
contract places it directly in the middle of
these policy questions.
“There are many interesting technical
approaches to directly utilizing the complete
lignocellulosic material of biomass, and they
carry both great promise and demonstrated
technical challenges and costs. It is indeed
hoped that the Microwave Catalytic Depolymerization technology will prove itself as
a commercially viable approach to making
biofuels at prices that are not only competitive but provide cost reductions to Hawai‘i’s
strained ratepayers. There is discussion of a
33 ton per day AKP demonstration facility
(installation of the first of many 33 ton per
day modules that make up the MicroDee design). The challenge for AKP and the commission is a “chicken and egg” one: whether

it is appropriate to make the twenty-year commitment prior to demonstration with a plant
of this size, or whether the twenty-year commitment is necessary to enable this demonstration plant to be built.
“However, current and available evidence indicates the following:
It is simply too early in the development
of this technology to commit to a potential
twenty-year supply contract;
The technology has not been sufficiently demonstrated to confidently anticipate a
scale-up to commercial production within (redacted) years, especially given the experience
of other biofuels companies and evidence
‘Āina Koa Pono, pg. 14
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Ka‘ū Hospital
The Ka‘ū Hospital is a critical access
hospital with acute and long-term care.

x-ray

24 hr emergency
department

lab

family practice
rural health clinic

Clinic Hours:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Thur, 8 a.m. - noon
To make an appointment call

932-4205

Corner of Hwy 11 & Kamani St. in Pāhala
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Volcano House Reopens Guest Rooms in the Park

Volcano House reopened guest rooms
on March 22, offering kama‘aina and
“Pardon Our Dust” rates of $200 per night
through May 31. In June, rates go up to
$350 per night.
Public spaces and outlets, including
the restaurant with panoramic views of
Halema‘uma‘u Crater, are still being renovated and are scheduled to open in early
June.
The National Park Service recently
spent $4 million in retrofitting and safety
upgrades, and an additional $2.5 – $3 million are being invested by concessioners,
Ortega Family Enterprises, to renovate and
refurbish the hotel, according to a statement
from the company.
Volcano House is part of Aqua Hospi-

Artist’s rendering of the room with the famous ever-burning fireplace, which is expected to
reopen in June. 		
Image from Aqua Resorts

tality’s Monogram Hotel Collection brand.
According to aquahospitality.com, the
brand “represents an elite group of stand-

alone and independent hotels and resorts
providing a highly personalized luxury experience. Each hotel has a distinct name and

(costs, emissions, truck transport of flammable materials), but have not been adequately
characterized to understand their impact;
Feedstock for the process has not been
identified and sufficiently tested for agronomic production conditions to adequately predict
growth and supply impacts in Ka‘ū;
Fuels from this process using Hawai‘i-specific feedstocks have not been made or tested for
their composition, so it is not yet possible to
anticipate potential impacts on
HECO/HELCO infrastructure;
Friends oF Hawai’i Volcanoes national Park
Impacts on the surrounding
communities and local/tourist traffic from truck transport
along Route 11 have not been
adequately addressed;
Sun. April 21 • 10 am -12 pm
free to friend’s Members - not a member? Join now! Economics of the process have
not been predicted and analyzed, which would provide
This monthly program is aimed at bringing together
the appropriate basis for estabmembers of the Friends to share in the park’s beautiful
trails. Normally held on the second Sunday of the
lishing fuel prices for sales to
month - this month’s walk will be on the third Sunday.
HELCO; and
Led by Ab Valencia, we will explore the Sulpher Banks
Demonstration by the technoland Crater Rim Trail. The walk is free to members, and
ogy providers appears to be
non-members are welcome to join the non-profit Friends
limited to the South Carolina
group in order to attend. Registration is required.
facility, which is rated at five
www.fhvnp.org • 985-7373
tons per day but appears to

have been operated for one hour runs at lower capacities more appropriate to lab-scale
demonstration.
“While eagerly encouraging technology
providers to offer demonstrations at commercially relevant scale and duration of technologies to convert lignocellulose material to
fuels and other valuable products, commission should seek greater clarification of issues
identified above before allowing ratepayers
to be committed to a twenty-year supply contract at the proposed prices. To do otherwise is
to expose individual ratepayers to prices that
are high and may not be necessary or justified, and to obligate the state to a project that
is not sufficiently demonstrated for this level
of economic commitment.”
Farmer Ha Weighs In
Farmer Richard Ha is a witness in the
Public Utilities Commission’s ‘Āina Koa
Pono case. He testified last month on behalf of
Hawai‘i County. Ha is president of Hāmākua
Springs Country Farms and is known for reinvigorating the banana industry on the Big
Island and growing tomatoes and other truck
crops. He is also a supporter of geothermal
energy, saying that low electric rates will help
the economy and help the poor. He is a mem-

‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 13
that this technology development is at an
extremely early stage for the nature of these
discussions;
System design has not been sufficiently
described to confidently understand its operations, costs, inputs and byproducts, including
potential waste streams and pollutants; Certain unit operations, such as hydrogen generation, could impose substantial externalities

SUnDAY wALK in the
pArK

Merrie
Monarch

Week of events at

HVNP Gallery
4/3 - 4/7

Pastel Painting
Class with

Patti Pease

Johnson

4/13 1-4:30PM
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WHERE PEOPLE, ART & NATURE THRIVE

Yoga with Emily Catey
Mondays at 7:30AM & Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:30PM

Beginner Yoga w/Rob Kennedy on Mondays 5:30PM
WHERE PEOPLE,
NATURE THRIVE
4/12 Poetry Reading
from ART
“Ka&Wahine
Aloha”
by Keahi Felix 6PM
4/20-5/2 The Nature of Nature exhibit
4/20 Hula Kahiko Informance HVNP 10:30AM
4/27 Featherwork Class 10am -4pm
4/28 Dances for Universal Peace 4PM
For more information, call (808)967-8222
or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org
www.kaucalendar.com • www.kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

identity and is unique in personality, environment and design. All the properties offer
a boutique experience and promise to be the
highlight of any getaway.”
The restored Volcano House will offer 33 historic guest rooms, a dining room,
snack bar, lounge and gift shop, along with
cultural events and demonstrations. Volcano
House also manages 10 newly refurbished
camper cabins in the nearby Namakanipaio
Campground. The rate for a cabin is $55 per
night.
Reservations can be made at 866-5367972 or aquaresorts.com. Volcano House’s
front desk and gift shop are open daily from
7:45 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. A limited selection of
grab-and-go snacks and meals is available
for purchase at the gift shop.
ber of the state Board of Agriculture.
Ha testified: “We should not lock ourselves into a $200 (per barrel) subsidy for
20 years.” He pointed to a study, presented
to the Association for the Study of Peak Oil
2012 convention by an International Monetary Fund economic research team led by Dr.
Michael Kumhof. Wrote Ha, it “shows that a
decline rate of only two percent (reduction in
oil) a year could result in 20 percent reduction
in world GDP over a 20 year period. We need
to proactively allow ourselves flexibility to
cope with worst-case possibilities. The AKP
biofuel proposal leaves Hawai‘i with few options,” charged Ha.
He testified that “we should not trade
food for fuel. The Ed Olson land that is now
proposed for biofuel production is mostly occupied by cattle raising. There isn’t enough
sun energy to accommodate both cattle raising and energy production on the same parcel
of land. If the AKP project is to go forward
the cattle must be removed. AKP claims this
project will reinvigorate agriculture in the
area. It probably will not. When cellulosic
biofuel projects were first proposed on the
mainland, the projects set a target of $45 per
ton for the feedstock. Because farmers were
getting $100 per ton for hay, they asked for
and received a $45 per ton subsidy.  
“At a Big Island Community Coalition
meeting with the AKP team, I asked the AECOM (AKP’s consulting engineers) representative, how much they expected to pay for
biofuel feedstock, here on the Big Island. He
said between $55 and $65 per ton. The problem is Big Island farmers were getting $200
per ton for hay. It is doubtful that farmers will
accept between $55 and $65 per ton for growing the feedstock when mainland farmers required $100 per ton.
“This does not sound like a good deal for
farmers. Manufactured food comes from the
mainland using cheap electricity. AKP’s $200
per barrel price makes Hawai‘i food product
‘Āina Koa Pono,, pg. 15
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Photovoltaic Installation Planned for 20 lots in Ranchos

Photovoltaic installations are planned
for Hawaiian Ocean View Ranchos, according to Jeremy Staat, of Ohana Solar Power,
LLC. Staat said in an interview that his company has invested $10 to $12 million in feesimple properties in Hawai‘i, technology and
proposals to the electric utilities. He said he
is waiting for approvals from the state Public
Utilities Commission and Hawai‘i Electric
Light Co. for the project.
Staat said his company plans solar on

The Ka‘ü Calendar

three islands, including 20 lots in Ranchos.
Filings with the Securities and Exchange
Commission under Solar Hub Utilities show
that building permits were issued for all 20
lots in early 2012.
“Unfortunately, we are stuck in dealing
with Hawaiian Electric Co. and the PUC after they invited us to put in these projects,”
he said.
The proposed locations of the solar installations are on Maikai Boulevard, Kahili
Boulevard, Lanikai Drive, Li‘i Boulevard,

Kona Kai Boulevard, Macadamia Drive and
Poha Drive.
Don Nitsche, a member of Hawaiian Ranchos Road Maintenance Corp. and
the Ranchos Community Association, said
that both groups are interested in learning
more about the project. Residents also asked
whether the utility would also allow them to
put solar systems on their properties and feed
back into the grid.
Ohana Solar Power, LLC is listed as a
Nevada company with its principal Jeremy

Staat, of Bakersfield, California. Staat is a
former professional football player for the
Pittsburgh Steelers and the St. Louis Rams.
More recently, he served in Iraq as a U.S.
Marine. He earned a degree from Arizona
State University, where he was roommate
and friend with Pat Tillman, an NFL player
who joined the Marines and was killed in
Afghanistan. Staat heads the Jeremy Staat
Foundation. See his community work at
www.jeremystaatfoundation.org.

‘Āina Koa Pono, cont. from pg. 14
manufacturers less competitive. This threatens Hawai‘i’s food security.
“I asked Dr. Cari Bonham, the executive director of the University of Hawai‘i
Economic Research Organization, if we on
the Big Island use geothermal as our primary
base power would we become more competitive to the rest of the world as oil price
rose. He said, that was fair to say. Geothermal-generated electricity costs half that of
oil-generated electricity and, because the
feedstock is steam, its cost will be stable for
as long as the Big Island stays over the ‘hot
spot’ which is 500,000 to a million years, according to both Dr. Don Thomas, geochemist, director of Center for the Study of Active
Volcanoes Ph.D., University of Hawai‘i and
Dr. Jim Kauahikaua, director of the Hawai‘i
Volcanoes Observatory.”
Ha was asked, “What have you concluded with respect to the public interest of the
Biofuel Supply Contract?” He testified that
“placing the financial burden on the people
of Hawai‘i to enable an unproven technology is assuming too much risk. Sometimes,
instead of attempting to be first in the world,
it may be wiser to be good at copying the first
in the world. The Big Island has one of the
lowest median family incomes in the state of
Hawai‘i. Education is the best predictor of
family income. Big Island schools have been
paying a 25 percent premium for electricity
compared to O‘ahu for as long as people can
remember. That 25 percent premium comes

right off the education budget.
“The AKP project of high-priced, subsidized-by-the ratepayer biofuel will not contribute to raising median family incomes. It
will do just the opposite! Two thirds of our
economy is made up of consumer spending.
AKP, because it results in higher rather than
lower electricity rates, takes away discretionary income, the basis of consumer spending,”
concluded Ha. See all the testimony at www.

puc.hawaii.gov. Click on ‘Āina Koa Pono and
on documents.

COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTERS
GOT CABLE? Why Settle! The Satellite Guy offers
dish network anywhere on the Big Island. More
channels, more choices, less money. Available where
cable is not. The Satellite Guy. 929-9103.

Screen Service. Built on site. Serving Kona to
Volcano. Ben Hooper, 990-2406 or 939-7534.

FOR SALE

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS

Hawaiian quilts, lap quilts, wall hangings & more. Call
Donna at 238-0505 or stop by Pahala Quilting at 963196 Maile Street.

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521,
Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work, New
and remodel.

Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and
Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob
Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.

NEED NEW SCREENS? We come to your home and
business to custom tailor new screens for Windows,
Doors, Sliders at an affordable price. Ka‘ü's Mobile

BUY LOCAL at Pähala Plantation Store on the corner
of Maile and Pikake Streets in Pähala. Ka‘ü Coffee Mill
coffee, locally-made gifts and art.
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