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The draft county plan for Kāwā, avail-
able for public comments, covers a lot of 
ground. It addresses the past and future 
of 785 acres on the Ka‘ū Coast between 
Punalu‘u and Honu‘apo. It covers the very 
special assets of this popular open space – 
its surfing and fishing beaches, fishponds, 
streams, wildlife and cultural resources and 
the plethora of moʻolelo – stories rich in 
oral tradition of people and events of days 
gone by. 

The draft plan enumerates the many 
problems that are facing this strip of shore-
line, which is one of the properties closest 
to Hwy 11 along the Ka‘ū Coast.

After the property was placed for sale 

on the real estate market, the county pur-
chased the four parcels in 2008 and 2011, 
using funds from the Public Access, Open 
Space and Natural Resources Commission, 
and leveraged funds from the state Depart-
ment of Lands & Natural Resources Legacy 
Land Conservation Program and the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service Recovery Land Ac-
quisition program.

Three of the parcels, some 550 acres, 
had been purchased by the Edmund C. Ol-
son Trust II and held until the community 

County Seeks Community Input on Kāwā Draft Plan

Ocean View Community Association Seeks New Roof for Center
Ocean View Community Associaton 

has applied to the Hawai‘i Legislature for 
a Grant-in-Aid, which, if approved, would 
pay for a new roof for the community cen-
ter. The existing metal roof was installed 
by volunteers in 1979. Although the roof 
has been patched numerous times, it ur-
gently needs to be replaced before leaking 
water causes more damage to other parts of 
the building.  

According to Hawai‘i Revised Stat-
utes, Chapter 42F, Grants-in-Aid are 
awarded for either capital improvements 

or operating funds to support programs. 
OVCA is asking for a grant of $40,000 to 
replace the roof.

The application is reviewed by the 
Senate Ways and Means Committee, 
chaired by Jill Tokuda, and the House Fi-
nance Committee, chaired by Sylvia Luke.

On Saturday, OVCA President Ron 
Gall and OVCA vice-president Dave An-
derson made a joint personal presentation 
in Waimea, limited to ten minutes, to mem-
bers of both committees in the Legislature.

OV Center Roof, pg. 20

Looking down on Ocean View’s Community Center, which was largely built by town volun-
teers in 1979, is the center’s iconic metal roof with “Aloha Ocean View” in large letters next to 
a red flower. The OVCA Board has applied for a state Grant-in-Aid to raise $40,000 for a new 
roof.  Photo by Ann Bosted

Kāwā is the most popular surf spot in Ka‘ū.
Photo by Julia Neal

Hawai‘i declares itself as Ho‘okipa, the 
welcoming state, through a resolution in-
troduced by a Hawai‘i Island legisla-
tor and passed by the state House 
of Representatives on March 
28. Penned by Rep. Joy San 
Beunaventura, of Puna, House 
Resolution 76 cites the 10th 
Amendment to the United States 
Constitution, guaranteeing state sov-
ereignty and protection from unreasonable 

Hawai‘i Resolute as Ho‘okipa, the Welcoming State
demands to enforce federal government 
directives.

The Ho‘okipa resolution does 
not automatically make Hawai‘i 
one of the sanctuary jurisdictions 
where President Donald Trump 
has threatened to cancel federal 
funding for refusing to cooper-

ate in some federal immigration 
enforcement matters. However, the 

Ho‘okipa resolution could be interpreted as 

creating “sanctuary” said one of Hawai‘i’s 
few Republican state legislators, Gene Ward, 
of O‘ahu. He said federal funding could be 
threatened. He called it “sticking our finger 
in the Trump administration.”

The introduction to the resolution points 
to Hawai‘i’s state motto, Ua mau ke ea ‘o 
ka ‘āina i ka pono, which means, “The life 
of the land is perpetuated in righteousness.” 
The resolution says the motto “reminds us 

Native Hawaiians with ties to Kāwā, 
surfers, fishermen, families who have 
camped at Kāwā for generations and repre-
sentatives of cultural and wildlife conserva-
tion groups and County government – these 
were among the people who gathered at 
Nā‘ālehu Community Center in March. They 
listened to a presentation of a draft of the 
Kāwā Resources Management Plan, written 
by a consultancy named Townscape, Inc. and 
the County of Hawai‘i.

Two spokespersons for Townscape, Ga-
brielle Sham and Angela Fa’anunu, chaired 
the meeting. They spent most of the session 
explaining recommendations in the Draft 
Kāwā Resources Management Plan. Sham 
told The Ka‘ū Calendar that she thought the 
meeting went well and that people had of-
fered comments, which Townscape will have 
to work through. “We had a lot of new peo-
ple who contributed ideas, so that was great.”

Sham began the meeting with the ques-
tion, “How do we protect Kāwā before it 
is too late?” She and Fa’anunu said that 
Townscape, hired by the County to produce 
the 136-page report, interviewed about 40 
people, including kūpuna, lineal descen-
dants, fishermen, surfers and many others 
connected to Kāwā and “the ‘āina.” Town-
scape’s draft plan was reported to have cost 
$225,000 and took almost two years to com-
plete. The report was a condition of one of 
the grants enabling the County to acquire the 
land.

Kāwā Draws 
Public to Meet

Kāwā Meeting, pg. 21
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Kāwā Draft Plan, cont. from pg. 1

& REAL ESTATE

Great location, 825 feet of highway frontage. Over 26 acres of vacant 
land with residential zoning. Views of the rolling hills of Ka‘ū with 

some views of the ocean. County water available to property. Perfect 
for development with zoning in place. $395,000 MLS 296626

Call for map and price list or your personal showing!
Charles A. Anderson, PB (RB 17210)

(808) 895-5554 charlie@bigisle.com 
Hawaii Pacific Brokers, LLC 65-1323 Kawaihae Rd.

 Kamuela, HI 96743 808-885-5557

NĀ‘ĀLEHU DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY!

www.BigIsle.com 

could find the funding to preserve it. The 
other was held by a real estate investment 
hui that planned to flip it.

The Kāwā Resources Management Plan 
is a condition of the funding from the RLA 
program. The draft plan investigates options 
for restoring the more important endangered 
species of fauna, as well as restoring the 
“sense of place” while preserving the at-
tachments that families have built, over the 
generations, with the ‘āina.

“It is crucial that this special place be 
protected 
and pre-
served for 
its historic 
and cultural 
significance 
as well as 
for the im-
portant role 
it plays in 
the overall 
ecosystem 
of the is-
land,” states 
the planning 
consultancy Townscape, Inc., author of the 
draft plan. 

“This Resources Management Plan in-
ventories the vast array of natural and cul-
tural resources at Kāwā; outlines specific 
management strategies and actions to ensure 
resources within the County’s property are 
properly cared for, particularly habitat for 
native, threatened and endangered plants 
and animals; and discusses a management 
framework for Kāwā and other PONC lands.  
“The overall management theme for Kāwā 
is that this very special place must be pro-
tected for future generations and should not 
be developed; these lands should remain 
open and wild,” recommend the authors.

The goal of the plan is stated succinct-

ly: “The desired outcome is a safe environ-
ment for all to use and enjoy. The sense of 
place that is uniquely Kāwā is maintained. 
The demand for recreational areas is 
balanced with the need to protect the natural 
environment from overuse. Native plants 
and animals are protected and can exist in 
harmony with human activities. Cultural 
practices and knowledge are perpetuated, 
existing landscape and view planes are 
intact, and natural and cultural resources are 
cared for,” state the authors of the County 
plan. 

A list 
of animals 
in Ap-
pendix C 
documents 
nine spe-
cies ob-
served at 
Kāwā and 
a further 22 
species that 
could or 
should be 
at Kāwā. 
The report 

prioritizes four endangered species, the 
Hawksbill sea turtle, the green sea turtle, the 
Hawaiian coot and the Orange- black Ha-
waiian damselfly. The plan explores ways to 
not only protect these four but to enhance 
and restore Kāwā so that it can provide 
a quality habitat for the priority species.  
The draft plan discusses ways that the habitat 
can become degraded, saying use of the area 
by large groups of people “for surfing, swim-
ming, fishing, camping, etc. often results in 
disturbed habitats, littered beaches, and con-
tamination of the environment, ultimately 
affecting all four species. Fishing gear such 
as nets and lines left along the shoreline 
can entangle hawksbill and green turtles.   
“Off-road driving can damage hawks-

bill nests and hatchlings and compact the 
sand, making nesting more difficult for 
females and emergence more difficult for 
hatchlings.” The USFWS calls unmanaged 
vehicular traffic a “serious problem” for 
hawksbills.

“Artificial lights from vehicu-
lar traffic, campers’ flashlights, lan-

terns, and campfires disorient nest-
ing females and hatchlings, increasing 
the risk of stranding, injury, and death.   
“Predation by feral cats, mongooses, and 
rats is one of the greatest threats to the 
Hawaiian coot. Domestic dogs are known 
to prey on birds, including the Hawaiian 

Kāwā Draft Plan, pg. 17

Uber started its ride service on Hawai‘i 
Island, and Ka‘ū-based drivers started 
working on March 29. 

With availability of Uber drivers based 
in Ka‘ū, wait time is reduced and drivers 
are available for short trips locally and lon-
ger journeys to the airport, Kona and Hilo, 
including rides to appointments that require 
a wait.

Uber is also available for going to and 

from local parties to which one may not 
want to drive.

Contacting Uber for a ride is accom-
plished through an app that the customer 
downloads through www.uber.com or 
itunes. Anyone with questions can contact 
a local Uber driver at kamahinahawaii@
gmail.com. Also see https://help.uber.
com/h/bd546eae-73e0-49e3-a2da-0db-
fa2a1d526 for the ap.

Uber Available in Ka‘ū with Local Drivers

Kāwā is close to Hwy 11 between Punalu‘u and Honu‘apo.
Photo by Julia Neal
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Pāhala ash from volcanic eplosions 
and its roll in creating rich soil and the old 
plantation water tunnels 
are subjects of a recent 
Volcano Watch by scien-
tists at Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory:

Around Pāhala are 
several ash layers com-
posed of fine-grained vol-
canic deposits, generally 
called “soil.” The ashes 
are a mixture of altered 
glass, rare vitric (glassy) 
shards, Pele’s hair, pum-
ice, and olivine crystals. They are derived 
from pristine ash-fall deposits, weathered 

and reworked ash, and sediments. Ancient 
soil horizons are present in some localities.

In dry areas, these 
ashy soils are friable, in 
some places dense and 
compact, but in most cas-
es, they are sandy, loose, 
and dusty. In higher-rain-
fall areas, the ash appears 
clay-like. The clay was 
important to the sugar in-
dustry, not only as a grow-
ing medium, but also as a 
control on groundwater 
circulation in the region.

Collectively, these ash deposits were, in 
many ways, the underpinnings of the Ka‘ū 

sugar cane industry. The soils 
formed from these ashes sus-
tained cane growth on rela-
tively young flows, especially 
on the southeastern part of the 
Big Island. Volcanic ash has 
been interlayered with the ag-
ricultural development of the 
Pāhala to Nā’ālehu region of 
the Big Island since the begin-
ning of the plantation era.

The weathered ash, which 
has transformed to clay, is 

semi-permeable and alters 
the flow of groundwater. 
Rain that falls on lava flows 
trickles through the flows 
until it encounters a weath-
ered ash layer. Because the 
ash acts as a barrier, the wa-
ter flows across the top of 
the ash in the form of under-
ground streams.

Hydrologists hired by 
plantations came to recog-
nize that the ash beds were 
mostly impervious to water 
and would cause the rain-
fall to move horizontally. 
The ash layers mantled the 
existing topography, and water migrated to 
the low spots. Exploiting this fact, they con-
structed tunnels at the contact between the 
overlying flow and the underlying ash bed. 
The tunnels were built along the contour of 
the slope to intersect as many subterranean 
streams as possible.

Since it is easier to excavate ash than 
lava rock, most of the tunnels were dug with-
in the ash layers. Due to the impervious na-
ture of the ash, workers were careful, in their 
excavations, to keep the floor of the tunnel 
intact; otherwise, the floor had to be lined 
with concrete. Sometimes, where more than 
one ash horizon was stacked upon another, 
workers purposefully penetrated the overly-
ing layers to harvest additional water.

In the plantation era, a great amount of 
effort and capital was invested in creating 
a series of water tunnels to capture ground-
water. The tunnels have such names as 
Mountain House, Clark, Noguchi, Fukuda, 
Weda, ‘Alili, Makakupu, Plantation Spring, 
and Moa‘ula Gulch. Each supplied between 
80,000 to 1,200,000 gallons of water per 
month.

The plantations were very pleased to 
have water for irrigation, but with annual 
rainfalls of 100-130 inches of rain per year, 
the water could be used for other purposes. 
In the early days of the plantation, from 1880 

to 1948, bundles of sugar cane were floated 
to mills through flumes. In its heyday, the 
Nā’ālehu sugar company had over 70 miles 
of permanent flumes floating cane to two 
mills—one at Honu‘apo and the other at 
Nā’ālehu!

After 1948, roads and trucks were used 
to transport cane and the flume system was 
abandoned. Although the water was not used 
for the transport of cane, it remained a com-
munity resource for potable water and agri-
cultural purposes.

Today, water from the Mountain House 
tunnel and Ha‘ao Springs is still used by the 
community. In addition, the Olson Trust is 
trying to obtain the necessary permits to use 
the water from tunnels closer to Wood Valley 
to generate electricity and irrigate crops.
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Explosive eruptions, like this one from Halema‘uma‘u on May 
23, 1924, produce downwind ash that can become rich soil if 
abundant enough. In Ka‘ū, it’s called Pāhala ash. It  also helped 
channel water to old sugar plantation tunnels. See story below.

Photo from USGS

Interior of a water tunnel though ash 
layers in Ka’ū. Water collects near 
the tunnel entrance and is transport-
ed by PVC pipe for agricultural use. 

USGS Photo

Pāhala Ash: Volcanic Explosions Provide Foundation for Agriculture

In 2011, Edmund Olson, Glenn Panglao and 
John Cross celebrated one of the first water 
restoration projects from old plantation tun-
nels.  Photo by Julia Neal
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Realms & Divisions of Kahuku, Sat, April 15, 
9:30 – 11:30 a.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. Pu‘u Kahuku Trail explores realms and 
divisions of the traditional Hawaiian classification 
system at Kahuku. Free. nps.gov/havo

Kahuku ‘Ohana Day, Sat, April 15, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Keiki 17 and younger and their families are 
invited to explore Pu‘u o Lokuana Trail and practice 
GPS skills. Darlyne Vierra shares Kahuku’s paniolo 
history. Free; register at 985-6019 by April 7.

Zentangle: ZIA & Found Poetry, Sat, April 15, 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. 
Lydia Meneses celebrates Poetry Month. $35/$30 
VAC members plus $10 supply fee. 967-8222

Hula Kahiko, Sat, April 15, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., hula 
platform near Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Kumu Leilehua Yuen & 
Manu Josiah blend storytelling, science, chant & hula. 
Nā Mea Hula with Loke Kamanu, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
gallery porch. Free; park entrance fees apply.

Mongolian BBQ, Sat, April 15, 5 – 8 p.m., Kīlauea 
Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. $.85 per ounce for an array 
of veggies and proteins. Open to authorized patrons 
and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply. 
967-8356 

Easter Brunch, Sun, April 16, 7 – 11 a.m., Kīlauea 
Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Adults $16.75; children 6 – 
11 $8.50. Open to authorized patrons and sponsored 
guests. Park entrance fees apply. 967-8356   

Easter Egg Hunt, Sun, April 16, 9 a.m., Kīlauea 
Military Camp in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
Bring Easter Egg baskets. Register children 10 years 
old or younger in the ‘Ōhi‘a Room, or pre-register at 
967-8352. Open to authorized patrons and sponsored 
guests.

‘Ōhi‘a Lehua, Sun, April 16, 9:30 a.m., Kahuku Unit 
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Participants 
learn about the vital role of ‘ōhi‘a lehua in native 
Hawaiian forests, the many forms of the ‘ōhi‘a tree 
and its flower on this free, easy, one-mile walk. nps.
gov/havo

Special Merrie Monarch Festival Events, Tue, 
April 18, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Practitioners 
share lau hala, lomilomi, hū kukui and ulana niu. 
Falsetto singer Kai Ho‘opi‘i performs. Free; park 
entrance fees apply. 

Jazz in the Forest, Sat, April 8, 4:30 & 7 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. Jeannine 
Guillory with Jean Pierre Thoma & the Jazztones 
present high-caliber jazz up-close & personal. Tickets 
at volcanoartcenter.org, VAC’s office & VAC Gallery.

People & Land of Kahuku, Sun, April 9, 9:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park’s 
Kahuku Unit. This free, guided, 2.5-mile, moderately 
difficult hike over rugged terrain focuses on the area’s 
human history. nps.gov/havo

Medicine for the Mind, Sun, April 9, 4 – 5:45 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. Buddhist 
healing meditation for beginners through advanced. 
Free. Patty, 985-7470

Senior IDs, Mon, April 10, 9 – 11 a.m., St. Jude’s 

Church in Ocean View. For residents 60 and older. 
928-3100

Hei Demonstration, Wed, April 12, 10 a.m. – 
12 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. No‘el Tagab-Cruz teaches 
rotocol and meaning behind traditional Hawaiian 
string figures that are used with oli (chants) to tell 
stories and connect with elements around us. Free; 
park entrance fees apply.

Red Cross Volunteer meeting, Thu, April 13, 
7 p.m., HOVE Road Maintenance Corp. office. 
For volunteers and those interested in becoming 
volunteers. Hannah Uribes, 929-9953

Recycling at Nā‘ālehu School, Sat, April 15, 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m., Nā‘ālehu School Gym. Redeem your 
HI-5 sorted by type; receive 5 cents per container 
and additional 20 cents per pound on all aluminum. 
Atlas Recycling donates 20 cents per pound on all 
aluminum redeemed to the school. 939-2413, ext. 230

National Park Week Fee-Free Weekends, Sat/
Sun, April 15/16 & 22/23, Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. Celebrate “America’s Best Idea” and 
explore national parks for free, two weekends in a 
row. 

World Heritage Day Free Wilderness Hike, Sat, 
April 15, 9 a.m., Mauna Ulu parking lot off Chain 
of Craters Road in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. A challenging 14-mile, seven-hour, round-trip 
interpretive trek. Free. 985-6017 or nps.gov/havo

Japanese Bookbinding, Sat, April 15, 9 a.m. – 12 
p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. Charlene 
Asato teaches techniques that will have participants 
creating keepsake books for years to come. $35/$32 
VAC members plus $10 materials fee. 967-8222

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sugar Archives Illuminate History
The Value of Plantation-Era Archives in Today’s World in the topic at After Dark in the 

Park on Tuesday, April 18. From the 1850s to the 1990s, big sugar plantations dominated 
the agricultural landscape of Hawai‘i Island. The Edmund Olson Trust Archive is home 
to an amazing array of maps, records and documents from these plantations, and traces 
an important part of island history. John Cross, of the Olson Trust, leads a visual journey 
through these irreplaceable historic resources and the era that was “Big Sugar.” The free 
program begins at 7 p.m. at Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘I Volcanoes Na-
tional Park.

John Cross discusses Hawai‘i Island’s sugar history at an After Dark in the Park program this 
month.   Photo from Olson Trust

Ānuenue, Sat, April 1 – May 14, 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m., Volcano Art Center’s Gallery in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Glass and silk paintings 
by Hugh Jenkins, Stephanie Ross & Clytie Mead. 
Opening day reception, 5 p.m. Free; park entrances 
fees apply.

y’ART Sale, Sat, April 1, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., Volcano Art 
Center in Volcano Village. VAC and Volcano Rotary 
hold a gigantic rummage sale. 967-8222

Edibles Wild Plants, Sun, April 2, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village.  Zach Mermel 
offers a hands-on foray for foragers and foodies. 
$40/$30 VAC members plus $15 transportation fee. 
967-8222

Pu‘u o Lokuana, Sun, April 2, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., 
Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
Participants learn about formation and various uses 
of this grassy cinder cone and enjoy a breathtaking 
view of lower Ka‘ū on this free, moderately difficult 
0.4-mile hike to the top.

Ham Radio Operators Potluck Picnic, Sun, April 
2, Manukā Park. All American Radio Emergency 
Service members, anyone interested in learning how 
to operate a ham radio and families are invited to 
attend. Dennis Smith, 989-3028

Celtic Harp & Story, Mon, April 3, 11 a.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Public Library. Patrick Ball shares his 
knowledge & talents. 939-2442

Painting with Peggy, Mon, April 3, 12 – 3 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. $20/$15 VAC 
members. Participants learn to approach their painting 
process with a new awareness and understanding of 
color dynamics and composition.

Volunteer Fire Department Meeting, Mon, April 
3, 4 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Hawai‘i County Council Meetings, Tue/
Wed, April 4/5 & 18/19, 9 a.m. Ka‘ū residents can 
participate via videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State 
Office Building. See hawaiicounty.gov for agendas 
and live-streamed and archived meetings.

Nature Conservancy Update, Tue, April 4, 3 p.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Public Library. John Replogle informs the 
public. 939-2442

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Meeting, Tue, April 4, 6 – 8 
p.m., Pāhala Community Center.

An Evening with Claudia Bruhin, Tue, April 4, 
7 – 9 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. La 
Meridiana Int’l School for Ceramic Arts administrator 
shows a photographic retrospective on the center’s 
evolution. Free; donations accepted. 967-8222

Endangered Marine Wildlife: Threats & 
Mitigation Measures, Tue, April 4, 7 p.m., Kīlauea 
Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. Susannah Welch of the Marine 
Wildlife Program shares innovative ways to protect 
species, including promotion of barbless hooks and 
their usefulness in sustaining Hawai‘i’s fisheries. 
Free; park entrance fees apply.

Open Mic Night, Wed, April 5, 6 – 10 p.m., Kīlauea 
Military Camp’s Lava Lounge in Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. Open to authorized patrons and 
sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply. Sign up at 
967-8365 after 4 p.m.

Hawai‘i Wildlife Center Presentation, Thu, April 
6, 7 – 9 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. 
HWC representatives focus on the center’s history, 
mission and vision. Free; donations accepted.

Ocean View Neighborhood Watch meeting, Thu, 
April 6, 7 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 939-
2442 & 928-2015

Stewardship at the Summit, April 7, 14, 22, 29; 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Volunteers clear ginger 
from park trails. Free; park entrance fees apply. nps.
gov/havo

Tropical Flower Arranging, Fri, April 7, 1 – 3 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. Kaipo Ah 
Chong helps participants welcome spring. $45 plus 
$20 supply fee. 967-8222

Pancake Breakfast, Sat, April 8, 8 – 11 a.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033

Atlas Recycling at South Point U-Cart, Sat, April 
8, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Pele & Hi‘iaka, Sat, April 8, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Kahuku 
Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Participants 
discover the Hawaiian goddesses and the natural 
phenomena they represent on this free, moderate, 
one-mile walk. nps.gov/havo

The Value of Plantation-Era Archives in Today’s 
World, Tue, April 18, 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center 
Auditorium in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
John Cross leads a visual journey through Edmund C. 
Olson Trust Archive’s historic resources and the era 
that was “Big Sugar.” Free; park entrance fees apply. 

Special Merrie Monarch Festival Events, Wed, 
April 19, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Practitioners 
share lei making, pala‘ie & kāpala mea ulu. The 
Young Brothers perform local melodies. Free; park 
entrance fees apply.

Kai Ho‘opi‘i in Concert, Wed, April 19, 6:30 – 8 
p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. The Aloha Festival 
Hawaiian falsetto contest winner shares traditions and 
music of his ‘ohana. Free; park entrance fees apply. 

Special Merrie Monarch Festival Events, Thu, 
April 20, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai 
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Practitioners 
share lei making, haku hulu, ‘ohe kāpala and kuku 
kapa. Multiple Nā Hōkū Hanohano award-winning 
composer, singer and musician Kenneth Makuakāne 
performs. Free; park entrance fees apply.

Medicare 101, Thursday, April 20, 4:30 p.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Public Library. AARP representative Ed 
Hickey provides basic information. 939-2442

Family Reading Night, Thu, April 20, 5 p.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033

Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu, April 20, 5:30 
p.m. 929-9731 or 936-7262

OVCA Board Meeting, Thu, April 20, 6 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Soft Pastel Still Life Workshop, Sat, April 22, 9 
a.m. – 12 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. 
Patti Pease Johnson offers guidance & inspiration 
with some handy tips. $50/$45 VAC members plus 
$10 supply fee. 967-8222

Birth of Kahuku, Sat, April 22, 9:30 – 11 a.m, 
Kahuku Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
Participants explore the area’s rich geologic history. 
Free. nps.gov/havo

National Park Rx Day, Sun, April 23, 9 a.m. – 
1 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. A growing movement 
prescribes parks and nature for the improvement 
of health. Presentations & activities include a yoga 
session with Danielle Makaike, 9 a.m. – 10 a.m.; 
lomilomi and kalo, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.; Walk with a 
Doc, 12 p.m. – 1 p.m. Free; park entrance fees apply.

HOVE Road Maintenance board of directors 
meeting, Tue, April 25, 10 a.m., St. Jude’s Church. 
929-9910

Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tue, April 25, 11:30 a.m. – 1 
p.m., St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean View.

Kīlauea’s Summit Eruption: Nine Years and 
Counting, Tue, April 25, 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor 
Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
geologist Matt Patrick presents an update and 
overview, including stunning imagery. Free; park 
entrance fees apply.

Weave Ulana Niu, Wed, April 26, 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Learn how to weave 
coconut fronds into useful and beautiful items. Free, 
park entrance fees apply.

Hawai‘i’s Reef Fish, Thu, April 27, 7 – 9 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. John Hoover 
explains how fish take care of their food, security & 
reproductive needs. Free; donations accepted.

Coffee Talk, Fri, April 28, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Kahuku 
Unit of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. A free 
monthly series of talks on various subjects. nps.gov/
havo or 985-6011

Ocean View Community Development Corp. 
meeting, Fri, April 28, 5 p.m., Hawaiian Ranchos 
office.

Nature & Culture: An Unseverable 
Relationship, Sat, April 29, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park’s Kahuku Unit. Palm Trail 
hikers visit a place where catastrophic change & 
subsequent restoration can be observed. Free. nps.
gov/havo

Fermented Foods Workshop, Sat, April 29, 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. 
Jasmine Silverstein presents the basics of sauerkraut 
& kombucha. $55/$50 VAC members. 967-8222
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Pāhala Pool Schedule: Adult Water Aerobics 
Mon/Wed/Fri 9 – 10 a.m.; Adult Lap Swim 
Mon/Thu/Fri 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., Sat/Sun 10 a.m. 
– 12 p.m.; Public Recreational Swim Mon/Tue/Thu/
Fri 1 – 4 p.m., Wed 2:15 – 4 p.m., Sat/Sun 9 – 10:30 

a.m. & 1 – 4 p.m. Closed Fri, April 14. 928-8177 or 
hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

Qigong Classes, Mon, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m., Nā‘ālehu 

Open to the public. Potluck first Wednesday of each 
month begins at 5:30 p.m.; bring a favorite dish for 
six. Sheri, 929-9258

Paneurthmy, Thu, 9 a.m., Kahuku Park. Free walking 
circle dance that improves health, balance & spiritual 
development. Lisa Shock, 990-7729

Ka Lae Quilters, Thu, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Center. 238-0505

VA Medical Services, Thu, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. VA doctor available 
by appointment. 939-7033

VA Center for Veterans, Thu, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. No appointment 
needed to visit with a VA counselor & benefit 
specialist. David, 329-0574

Crafts & Coloring, Thu, 3 – 6 p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Library. For all ages. 939-2442

Free Dinner, Thu, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Ocean View 
Community Center. Bring a can; have a meal. 
Everyone welcome; volunteers needed. Donations 
accepted c/o OVCC. 939-7033

Desperately Seeking Serenity AFG meeting, 
Thu, 5 p.m., St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean 
View. Sandy, 557-9847

Women, Infant, Children Services, Fri (except 
holidays) at various locations. 965-3030 or 934-3209

Aloha Fridays, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art 
Center Gallery porch at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Variable hula art offerings. Everyone welcome. 
Free; donations welcome; park entrance fees apply.

Ka‘ū ‘Ohana Band Rehearsals, Fri, 4 p.m., St. 
Jude’s Church in Ocean View. Instruments provided; 
no experience necessary. Ka‘ū School of the Arts, 
854-1540 or info@kauarts.org

Live Entertainment at Hana Hou Restaurant, 
Fri, 5:30 p.m. in Nā‘ālehu. 929-9717

Live Music Fridays at South Side Shaka’s, 
Nā‘ālehu. 929-7404

Ocean View Farmers Market, Sat, 7 a.m. – noon, 
Pōhue Plaza.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings: One Day at a 
Time Group, Sat, 6:30 p.m., Cooper Center; Friday 
Night BBQ Meeting, Fri, 5 p.m., Wai‘ōhinu (929 
-7674); Happy, Joyous and Free Group, Mon/Thu, 7 
p.m. and Sat, 5 p.m., St. Jude’s in Ocean View. West 
Hawai‘i Intergroup (329-1212) or the Hilo office 
(961-6133)

Hongwanji ($5), & Thu, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Mark Twain 
Estates ($7). Beginners always welcome. Shary 
Crocker, 929-7647

Gentle Senior Yoga, Mon/Wed, 2:30 – 4 p.m., 
Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji. Senior price $10 for 10 
sessions. Stephanie Pepper, 937-7940

Pilates Plus, Mon/Wed, 4 – 5 p.m., 
Discovery Harbour Community Hall. 
Open to all ages. Exercise by DVD; bring 
your own equipment, ball and mat. Free 
w/donation of non-perishable food. Judy 
Knapp, 939-8149
Zumba Fitness, Mon/Thu, 5:30 
p.m.; Sat, 9 a.m., New Hope Christian 
Fellowship in Volcano. Certified instructor 
Linda Fanene, 990-3835
Zumba, Mon/Thu, 6 – 7 p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Community Center. Certified Zumba 
instructor Erin Cole, 938-4037
Aikido, Mon/Wed, 6 p.m., Pāhala 
Hongwanji. Alan Moores, 928-0919 or 
artbyalan2011@gmail.com
Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, 
Tue/Thu, 8:30 – 10 a.m. Noa’s Island 
Massage in rear entrance of Ka‘ū Realty 
across from Hana Hou. Arrive 10 minutes 
early. $10 a class or $80 for 10 classes. 
756-3183
Belly Dance Classes, Tue; beginners, 
5:30 p.m.; intermediate, 6:30 p.m. Farasha, 
990-3835
Karate, Tue/Fri, beginners 5:30 p.m., 
advanced 6:30 p.m., Pāhala Community 
Center. Keiki condition, 5 p.m. Cliff Field, 
333-1567
Zumba, Tue, 6 – 7 p.m. Pāhala 
Community Center. Erin Cole teaches 
adults. 928-3102
Senior Yoga Satsang, Wed, 9:30 – 11 
a.m., Cooper Center, Volcano. Calabash 
donations. Debra Serrao, 333-0313
Meditation, Wed, 4 – 5 p.m. Nā‘ālehu 
Hongwanji. Velvet Replogle, 936-8989
Beginners Yoga, Wed, 5:30 – 7 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. $5. 
Rob Kennedy, 985-9151 
Bruce Lee Combatives, Thu, 5 – 6 p.m., 
Discovery Harbour Community Center. 
Henry Ivy’s family-based classes teach 
self-confidence and personal development. 
854-5284
Country Line Dancing, Thu, 6:30 – 
7:30 p.m., Discovery Harbour Community 
Hall. For men & women; no partner 
required. Free & easy lessons (a new dance 
each week) for beginners & intermediate. 
Suzanne, 930-4678
Recreation Room, Sat – Thu, 3:30 – 5 
p.m., Pāhala Community Center/Ka‘ū 
District Gym. Billiards, table tennis, 
foosball. 928-3102
Adult Volleyball & Basketball, Sat – 
Thu, 5:30 – 7:45 p.m., Pāhala Community 
Center/Ka‘ū District Gym. 928-3102
Weight Room, Sat – Thu, 5:30 – 7:30 
p.m., Pāhala Community Center/Ka‘ū 
District Gym.
Adult Badminton, Sun, 3 – 5 p.m., 
Pāhala Community Center/Ka‘ū District 
Gym. 928-3102

DAILY & WEEKLY EVENTS & 
ACTIVITIES

Volcano Farmers Market, Sun, 6 – 10 
a.m., Cooper Center. Fruits and veggies, 
swap meet and more. EBT welcome.
Lending Library, Mon – Fri, 8:30 a.m. 
– 12 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 
939-7033
Punalu‘u Bake Shop Music Lineup: 
Richard Zazzi Mon, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.; 
Gary Cole, aka Foggy, Wed/Sat, 11 a.m. – 
1 p.m.; Uncle Sonny Wed/Sat, 1 – 5 p.m.; 
Tui Masaniai Fri, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Tūtū & Me Traveling Preschool, 

free classes Mon/Wed, Nā‘ālehu Community Center; 
Tue/Thu, Pāhala Community Center; 8:30 – 10:30 
a.m. 929-8571

Niaulani Nature Walks, Mon, 9:30 a.m., Volcano 
Art Center in Volcano Village. These one-hour walks 
travel through a portion of old-growth Hawaiian rain 
forest on an easy, 1/7-mile loop trail. Free (calabash 
donations welcome). 967-8222 or volcanoartcenter.org 

Pāhala Senior Center: Lunch served Mon – Fri, 
10:30 a.m. for residents 60 and older. Julie, 928-3101

Nā‘ālehu Senior Nutrition Center (Hawai‘i 
County Nutrition Program), Lunch served Mon 
– Fri, 10:45 a.m. for residents 60 and older, greater 
Nā‘ālehu area. 939-2505

Ocean View Nutrition Site and Senior Club 
hosts activities at St. Jude’s Church on Mon/
Wed/Fri from 8:30 a.m. and provides lunches 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. for seniors and older. 
Donations requested.

Zhineng Qigong, Mon, 2 – 4 p.m., Cooper Center 
in Volcano Village. $10 suggested donation. 
alohachigong@gmail.com

A Walk into the Past, Tue, 10 a.m., 12 p.m. & 2 
p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center and Whitney Vault in 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Ka‘ū resident Dick 
Hershberger brings Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
founder Thomas Jaggar to life.

Ka‘ū Driver License Office, Tue/Wed by 
appointment. 854-7214

Family Movie Matinee, Tue, 3 p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Public Library. Free movies plus free popcorn. 
939-2442

Family History/Geneology Workshops, Tue, 4 
– 6 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Mormon Church. Theresa Ducret 
presents free, online workshops. Appointments at 
238-6221.

Basic Computer & Internet Classes, Tue, 5:30 
& 6 p.m., Pāhala Public & School Library. Debbie, 
928-2015

Kanikapila Jam Sessions, Tue, 5:30 – 7 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. 967-8222

Ka‘ū Farmers Market, Wed, 8 a.m. – noon, Shaka’s 
Restaurant in Nā‘ālehu. Produce, Hawaiiana, arts and 
crafts, fresh baked goods.

Nā‘ālehu Market, Wed/Sat, 6:30 a.m. – 2 p.m., Ace 
Hardware. Produce and locally made products.

Community Bookstore, Wed, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 
Kauaha‘ao Church in Wai‘ōhinu. 938-0411

Game Night, Wed, 6:30 – 9 p.m., Discovery Harbour 
Community Hall. Fun games & great conversation. 

Kumula‘au – trees – is the featured category in 
the call to artists for the 2017 Hawai‘i Nei juried art 
competition celebrating the native flora and fauna 
of Hawai‘i Island. The annual exhibition is spon-
sored by Three Mountain Alliance, Natural Area 
Reserves System and Wailoa Center. Amateur and 
professional artists of all ages are invited to submit 
works of art celebrating the native plants, animals 
and habitats of Hawai‘i Nei. 

A statement from the organizers says: “This 
year, artists can explore the foundation of the Big 
Island’s native forests. Trees are a crucial compo-
nent of a healthy watershed. They often are referred 
to as kumu and even kupuna of the forest, being the 
base or trunk for multitudinous life but also teachers 
and grandparents.”

Rules set by the organizers include: “Artwork 
in any medium or combination of media is wel-
come. Native species found only on other islands 
will not be accepted. All species found from ridge to 
reef on the Big Island are acceptable. Subjects from 
beyond the reef, including the deep ocean, will not 
be accepted. Artwork made from native species is 
strongly discouraged.”

Submissions must be original, created in the 
past two years, not previously shown in any other 
exhibition, gallery or website.    

Artwork will be displayed from Nov. 3 to Dec. 
15 at Wailoa Center. All residents of Hawai‘i Island 
are eligible to participate. 

All artwork must be registered online by Oct. 
19 at www.hawaiineiartcontest.org. A photo of the 
artwork and entry fees are required with registration.

Artwork drop-off dates, times and locations are 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Oct. 21 at Donkey Mill Art Center 
in Holualoa and 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Oct. 28 at Wailoa 
Center.

Artists Called to Enter 
Hawai‘i Nei Exhibition
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Yoshikazu Suenobu was honored on 
Tuesday, March 21 at Nā‘ālehu United 
Methodist Church and buried at Hawai‘i 
Veterans Cemetery No. 2 in Hilo. A resident 
of Pāhala, he was born on April 20, 1930 in 
Puna.

Suenobu died peacefully and unexpect-
edly at his Pāhala home on Feb. 21 at the 
age of 86. Known as “Kazu,” Suenobu was 
beloved by the Ka‘ū community as a friend-
ly, generous gentleman and retired science 
teacher at Ka‘ū High School who shared the 
knowledge and abundance of his gardens 
with many people and volunteered for many 
activities. 

He was married to Joyce, who came to 
Hawai‘i from the mainland as a young teach-
er after seeing an ad in a teachers’ magazine 
for a job here. She met Kazu and they be-
came known for their welcoming attitudes 
toward strangers in the community, often 
inviting newcomers to their home for food 
and festivities, lawn games and sessions of 
singing and Joyce playing the piano. They 
joined with other schoolteachers in the com-
munity who helped each other construct log 
homes for their families in Pāhala. 

Kazu was known for accompanying 
Joyce to many church services of different 
faiths throughout Ka‘ū, where she played 

the piano. He remained active through his 
life with church and supporting Ka‘ū Hospi-
tal. He was one of Pāhala’s regular walking 
seniors, waving to friends as he exercised 
almost daily throughout the village.

Suenobu was a Korean War veteran 
and also taught at the former Waiākea Kai 
School. He served as a scoutmaster. 

Suenobu is survived by his wife Joyce 
Suenobu, of Pāhala; son Andrew Suenobu 
and his wife Yumiko, of Honolulu; sister 
Anne Shino of Sandy, Utah and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

The final Marine Sanctuary Ocean 
Count for 2017 drew more than 380 vol-
unteers to 48 sites along the shores of Ka‘ū 
and around the state on March 25. Hump-
back whales are sensing summer coming on 
and starting to make their way north for the 
season after wintering in Hawai‘i. Here they 
breed, give birth and nurse their calves each 

year, the entire time on a fast before they 
return to northern waters to dine on abun-
dant krill. 

Cindy Among-Serrao, the Ocean Count 
Project Coordinator, said that during the 

count from 8 a.m. until noon on the final 
day, 85 whale sightings were recorded be-
tween 8:35 a.m. to 8:45 a.m., the most dur-
ing any period of the day. 

Volunteers not only counted but re-
corded whale and other marine life activ-
ity. “It was a nice sunny day with the oc-
casional cloud cover which was great for 

volunteers but whale viewing 
conditions were not so favor-
able due to the presence of gusty 
winds and choppy waters,” said 
Among-Serrao.

Statewide more than 1500 
volunteers participated during 
three Sanctuary Ocean Count 
days in January, February and 
March, the peek time for whales 
living in Hawaiian waters before 
they take off to Alaska and Japan 
for the summer. 

During the season, the larg-
est number of whales in one 
Ocean Count day in Ka‘ū and 

Volcano were seen at Ka Lae - South Point 
and at Ka‘ena Point - the bottom of Chain of 
Craters Road.

Ocean Count serves to promote pub-
lic awareness about humpback whales, the 

sanctuary, and shore-based whale watching 
opportunities. The count is conducted three 
times per year during the peak whale sea-
son and provides a snapshot of humpback 
whales sightings from the shoreline. Partici-

pants tally humpback whale sightings and 
document the animals› surface behaviors 
during the survey. See http://hawaiihump-
backwhale.noaa.gov.

The last 2017 Ocean Count of humpback whales was held in Ka‘ū and around the state on 
March 25, sponsored by Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary. 

File Photo by Danielle Cholewiak/NOAA

Marine Sanctuary Count Pau, Humpbacks to Start Migration

Humpback females breed, give birth and nurse their calves 
in Hawaiian waters each winter, the entire time on a fast. 

Photo from NOAA

LIHEAP faces elimination in the fed-
eral budget. The program, which helps hun-
dreds of Ka‘ũ’s most needy families pay for 
electricity and gas for their homes, is com-
pletely axed in Pres. Donald Trump’s 2018 
budget proposed to Congress in March. The 
program has been running since 
1981 across the nation and is 
funded by Congress annually, 
administered by the U.S. De-
partment of Health & Human 
Services, with grants to local 
agencies.

Money already approved for the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram in the state of Hawai‘i for 2017 totals 
$4,586,732. 

LIHEAP is administered in Ka‘ū by 
the Hawai‘i County Economic Opportu-
nity Council. Nā‘ālehu schoolteacher Lane 
Ueda, of Pāhala, spends part of his school 
break each year assisting low income fami-

lies with filling out the applications. Dur-
ing summer, the Edmund C. Olson Trust II 
donates office space to LIHEAP for Pāhala. 
Ocean View Community Center provides 
space, and the Economic Opportunity Coun-
cil office accepts applications in Nā‘ālehu.

LIHEAP offers two pro-
grams: The Energy Crisis In-
tervention program assists 
with up to $350 to restore or 
prevent termination of power 
to the residence of a household 

whose electricity or gas has been shut off 
within 60 days or is about to be terminated 
within seven days. This is a one-time only 
payment, which will be deposited directly 
into the utility account.

The Energy Credit program provides 
needy households not in crisis with a one-
time payment deposited directly into their 
utility account.

The justification given in the Trump 
budget proposal is that “LIHEAP is a lower 
impact program and is unable to demon-

strate strong performance outcomes.”
Lane Ueda runs the LIHEAP application program each summer in Ka‘ū. Photo by Julia Neal

LIHEAP Assistance for Gas, Electric May End with Trump Budget

Kazu Suenobu was known for his generous
gifts of home grown food to many people.

Photo by Peter Volpe

Suenobu Remembered as Ka‘ū Teacher, Gardener  & Volunteer
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KA‘U SPORTS REPORT

Girls Varsity Softball
with Coach Donald Garo

• Sat., Apr 1, Ka‘ū @ Hawai‘i Prep
• Wed, Apr 5, Ka‘ū at Kamehameha
• Sat, Apr, 8, Kohala @ Ka‘ū

Boys Volleyball
 with Coach Joshua Ortega

• Wed, Apr 5, Ka‘ū @ Ehunui
• Fri, Apr 7, Ka‘ū @ Christian Liberty
• Tue, Apr 11, Ka‘ū @ Kea‘au
• Thu, Apr 13 Christian Liberty @ Ka‘ū

• Sat, Apr 15, Kohala @ Ka‘ū
• Fri, Apr 21, Ka‘ū @ Pāhoa

Track & Field
with Assistant Coach Linda Le
(Recruiting ongoing for Head Coach)

• Sat, Apr 15 @ Kea‘au
• Sat, Apr 22 @ Kea‘au

Judo
• Sat, Apr 1 @ Kea‘au
• Sat, Apr 8 @ Hilo

Ka‘ū High Trojans Spring Sports Schedule

A regional karate seminar graced the 
new Ka‘ū District Gymnasium on Satur-
day, March 18. International Karate League 
hosted the event along with its Pāhala Dojo 
led by Senseis Cliff and Susan Field. Dojos 
from around the island participated in the 
daylong seminar and training. Presiding 
over the seminar was IKL’s founder Wal-
ter Nishioka (Shihan) and Julian Shiroma 
(Hanshi).

The training covered basic techniques 
and katas of various difficulty. A portion 
was also dedicated to learning kumite 
(sparring) and how to judge and referee 
kumite matches. The event was also used 
as an opportunity for Jake Villa, who is 
a junior black belt in the Pāhala Dojo, to 
successfully pass his test to become a full 
adult Black Belt.

During and following the training, 
refreshments were supplied by ‘O Ka‘ū 
Kākou, and plate lunches were provided by 
Gary Tamondong and the members of the 
Pāhala Dojo.

The Pāhala dojo would like to thank 
those who provided use of the facility, 

OKK for providing refreshments, and indi-
viduals who donated their time and food to 
make the event a success.

The Pāhala Dojo trains every Tues-
day and Friday from 5 p.m. to 7:30 at the 
Pāhala Community Center, and new stu-
dents are welcomed.

International Karate League founder Walter Nishioka and Julian Shiroma led a karate seminar at Ka‘ū District Gym last month.
Photo from Dr. Cliff Field

New Ka‘ū Gym Draws Karate League from Hawai‘i, Japan

In Boys Volleyball, Ka‘ū traveled to 
Parker School in Waimea on March 24 to 
win 25-10, 25-19 and 25-12 
with the varsity team. JV also 
beat Parker, 25-11 and 25-21. 
Trojans traveled to Honoka‘a 
on March 19 and won 25-18, 
25-9 and 26-24. Ka‘ū High 
beat Ehunui 25-14, 25-14 and 
25-11 on March 15.

On March 8, Ka‘ū re-
ceived Parker School at the 
Pāhala campus and beat the 
JV team 25-14 and 25-23. The 
Trojans also beat Parker var-
sity 25-15, 25-14 and 25-8. 

When Hawai‘i Preparato-
ry Academy traveled to Ka‘ū 
on March 4, Hawai‘i Prep won with the JV 
games 25-23, 11-15 and 15-10. Hawai‘i 
Prep also took home the varsity win, with 
25-15-, 25-16 and 25-5.

When Honoka‘a came to Ka‘ū on 
March 1, the Trojans stood their ground, 
winning the JV games 25-17 and 25-9. Tro-
jan varsity won with 25-27, 25-22, 26-24 
and 27-25.

Ka‘ū High School Girls Softball team 
saw some tough play in March. On March 

29, Trojan girls welcomed Hawai‘i Prepa-
ratory Academy to home turf. Lead pitch-

er Sheri Lynn Freitas accomplished three 
strikeouts. Analei Emmsley posted two runs 
batted in, two homeruns and two singles. 
Reishalynnn Jara hit a triple and a double. 
Lei Chun hit two singles. Chauna Lisa Valez 
hit two doubles and a single. Kanani Petrill-
Abrojin hit a single and Alysha Gustafson-
Savella hit a single, double and triple.

Hawai‘i Preparatory won the game 19-
15. In March, Ka‘ū also lost to Honoka‘a, 
16-4, Konawaena 22-4, and Waiakea 17-7.

Girls Softball, Boys Volleyball Keep 
Ka‘ū Jumping in March Competition

Ka‘ū traveled up the coast to Honoka‘a two win in Boys Vol-
leyball. Photo by Pamela Taylor
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Seven sixth-graders from Nā‘ālehu Elementary School 
headed to Alaska during Spring Break. They represented 
Ka‘ū thanks to Preparing Responsive Educators using Place-
based Authentic Research in Earth Systems Program. It is af-

filiated with Alaska 
Pacific University.

Nā‘ālehu sixth 
grade teachers Am-
ber Keohuloa and 
Nellie Davis both 
participated in the 
program which, 
according to the 
PREPARES web-
site, “seeks to ex-
pand, implement, 
and conduct re-
search on a frame-
work for providing 

indigenous students with the skills and knowledge needed 
for science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) 
careers.” In doing so, PREPARES supports teachers with 
curriculum to help students learn about effects of climate 
change on Hawaiʻi and Alaska.  

This year’s participation included a cultural exchange 
with Nā‘ālehu students meeting with their Alaskan peers 
in person. Student participant Candace Keohuloa recalled 
watching native Alaskans share dances about hunting seals 
for food and clothing as one of her favorite memories of the 
trip. Another trip highlight included learning about the Idi-

tarod and meeting dog sledder Mary Shields, said Jaydah 
Pilanca-Emmsley. Jessa Mae Tamayo, of Nā‘ālehu, said 
Shields even let them pet her dog sledding team of huskies 
and shared racing stories.  

For most, it was also the first time in a cold climate 
with falling snow. Both Madison Okimoto and Smith James 
recalled going to an ice park filled with ice sculptures and 
trying their hands at sledding as most memorable. However, 
for sixth-grader Ariel Cohen, night sky phenomena would be 
unforgettable. “My favorite memory was when I first walked 
outside and I saw the green stripe where the Northern Lights 
were, and cried happy tears,” she said. Hulali Baji also at-
tended as the seventh member of the NES student team.
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Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water 
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult 
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 928-8177. 
 
Boys Basketball 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm 
●Sat, Feb 4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF @ Civic 
●Fri - Sat, Feb 17-18, BIIF @ Civic 
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @ O`ahu 
 
Wrestling 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA 10am 
●Sat, Feb 11, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 10am 
●Sat, Feb 18, BIIF @ Kamehameha 
●Fri – Sat, March 3 -4, HHSAA @ Blaisdell  
 on O`ahu 
 
 

Swimming 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u @ HPA, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF Trials 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF Finals 
●Fri – Sat, Feb 24 – 25, HHSAA @ 
 Kamehameha, Kea`au Campus 
 
JV Baseball 
●Sat, Feb 11,Ka`u @ Honoka`a, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 13, Ka`u vs Hilo, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 18, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 20, Ka`u vs Kamehameha, 
 1pm 
●Wed, Feb 22, Ka`u @ Konawaena, 
 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm 
 
 
SUPPORT TROJAN 
ATHLETES BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE 
KA`U SPORTS 
CALENDAR! 
 
THE CALENDAR 
IS DIRECT 
MAILED TO 
OVER 4,000 
POSTAL BOXES! 
 

Call 928-6471 Or 
email kausports 
calendar 
@runbox.com. 
 

Senior Pono Makuakane scores with a layup in a drill during 
varsity basketball practice. 

Congratulations 
JV Boys’ Basketball on your 
victory against Laupahoehoe! 

 
Girls’ and Boys’ Soccer on 

winning Pahoa! 
 

Wrestlers Dylan Rush - 1st 
Place, Colton Wong - 2nd Place 

and Travis Leka for his first 
season win at Konawaena!  

TEX PAHALA ♦ 928-8200 

Coach Sumida instructs his JV Basketball team while they drill 
different plays during an afternoon practice. 

Ka`u Athletic Department Steak Fry, Pick-
up will be on Mon, Feb 6, 4 – 6 p.m., 
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are 
$6 and can be purchased from any 
booster club or winter sport team 
member. Contact Laurie at 938-0214, 
Nick at 938-8247 or Ka`u High at  
928-2088. 
 
Ka`u High Athletic Booster Club meeting, 
Mon, Feb 13, 6 p.m., Ka`u High music 
room. Need volunteers to help in 
fundraising activities. Need materials 
and lumber to make recycle bins to be 
placed at the Pahala and Waiohinu 
transfer stations as part of a fundraiser. 
Anyone who can help with materials for 
building or has extra time to help with 
monitoring the recycling program, should 
also attend the meeting or call Laurie at 
938-0214 or Nick at 938-8247. 
 
The Pahala Swimming Pool is open 
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Boys Volleyball
• Fri, May 3, BIIF Semi-finals
• Sat, May 4, BIIF Finals
• May 8-11, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Judo
• Sat, May 4, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Track & Field 
• Fri-Sat, May 10 & 1, HHSAA Tournament 
@ Mililani High School

Free Athletic Physicals in May
     Free physicals will be given at the medical 
mobile van located near the band room on the 
campus of Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary 
on select dates in May.  Visit the van on May 
6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17 which are the last days 
this school year to get a physical.  “In order to 
participate in middle school and high school 
athletics, you will need a current physical,” 
said KHPES Athletic Director Kalei Namoha-
la.  Forms can be picked up from the school 
office or athletic director.  “Take advantage of 
this free opportunity,” advised Namohala.
     For more information about next year’s 
athletic programs, call 928-2088.

 

M-F, 2-4 p.m. 

     
MAY 2013

We now work on Hybrids!

Front Row (l-R): Jay-R Abalos, David Pillette, Esteve Salmo, Rayden Peralta, Patrick Hondeneros, Carlos Uribe-
Buonos, Kaweni Ibarra, Judah Aldorasi, Head Coach Brian Dopp; Back Row (l-r): Shaenese Tailon, Shannen 
Pagnaniban, Marai Uyetake, Sheilah Balila, Kyra Malepe, Reina Aldorasi, Denisha Navarro, Deisha Gascon, Shyann 
Carvalho, Kristina Padrigo, Jennifer Tabios, Jami Beck, Marley Strand-Nicolaisen, Toni Beck. 
        Photo courtesy of the Kaʻū High Yearbook

ROYAL HAWAIIAN 
ORCHARDS, LP

Firefighters Needed,  Cont. from pg. 7
 Kaʻū High School girls softball season wrapped in 
April. Seniors Shaylin Navarro, Casey Koi, Kaila Olsen 
and Jenna Gascon ran an aloha lap  around the Pāhala 
ball field’s diamond on April 18. Coach Donald Garo said 
“This season was a good learning season. There many 
young girls coming onto the team. The seniors really 
helped the team stay together through their leadership.” 

Tiani Castaneda-Naboa will represent Kaʻū High at the State 
Judo Tournament held on Oʻahu on May 4.
Photo by Heather Castaneda-Naboa

Kaʻū High Varsity 
boys volleyball-  
Front (l-r): Head 
Coach Joshua 
Ortega, Cameron 
Enriques, Brian 
Gascon, Rodney 
Kuahiwinui, Jr., 
Greg Javar; Back: 
Grant Galimba, 
Donald Garo Jr., 
Randall “Tiger” 
Watson and Dal-
ton Hannahs. Pho-
to courtesy of Kaʻū 
High Yearbook

 At press time, members of the Kaʻū High track 
and field team had one more chance to qualify 
for states before the BIIF Tournament on May 3 
and 4 at the Kamehameha-Keaʻau campus. Team 
members Kristina Padrigo and Marley Strand-

Nicolaisen-Strand and Padrigo Qualify for States
Nicolaisen already received a berth to states after meeting the 
qualifications at previous track meets this season. 
 The team is coached by new Kaʻū High social studies 
teacher Brian Dopp.

Young Softball Teams Wraps Season with Energy for Next Year
James.
     While the ranks would love young volunteers 
to join, the departments are calling to any male or 
female over the age of 18 to sign up. Volunteers 
need to be a U.S. citizen and have a valid driver’s 
license. At training sessions held the third 
Tuesday of each month, potential applicants can 
meet other volunteers and learn more information 
about what is involved.
    Those interested in becoming a volunteer, can 
call the volunteer fire department at 961- one of 
the Kaʻū volunteer captains: Pāhala Ron Ebert, 
928-0027; Nāʻālehu Wade Baji, 929-9923; 
Discovery Harbour Terry James, 895-8133; and 
Ocean View Mack Goddard, 939-7602.

He said he is proud of Navarro. “Shaylin 
really made me proud this year. I wish the 
seniors good luck in what they choose to do 
after graduation.” Garo said he looks toward 
having a good season next year.

Spring Football Starts May 13 
     Spring football training will be held starting 
Monday, May 13 and will run until Friday, May 24. 
Practice happens after school from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m. at the Kaʻū High football field.  Interested 
athletes are reminded that they need a current physical 
to participate. Bring dress attire, T-shirt, workout 
shorts,  running shoes and cleats.

Kaʻū Tennis Reps at BIIFs
     At the BIIF tourney last month the Kaʻū High tennis 
team saw two winning rounds. Carlos Uribe-Bounos, 
boys singles, won his first round, but was eliminated in 
the second round. William Mitchell, also boys singles 
player, beat his opponent in the second round, but lost 
his third.  Boys first singles player Jemy-Ray Palancia  
and girls doubles team Romina Sembran and Marileah 
Lalin lost in the first round of play. 

Kaʻū High Yearbooks on Sale 
     Ka’u High School and Pahala Elementary 
yearbooks are still available for the following 
prices: $35 High school, $15 elementary/
middle school. A New feature with this edition 
is the ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ by Jostens, 
free with every yearbook purchase.  The 
school’s Time Capsule at ReplayIt.com is a 
supplementary feature that stores all photos 
used or unused in the development of the 
school yearbook.  With a yearbook purchase, 
a ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ code will be 
issued to allow students a chance to create their 
own digital yearbook to tell their unique story of 
the 2012-13 school year.

Kaʻū Summer Fun Registration     
     Summer Fun registration for keiki who completed grades 
kindergarten to six will be held May 6-9. In Ocean View,  
registration takes place from 1-4:30 p.m at Kahuku Park. 
Families can also register at their respective sites at Pāhala 
Community Center and  at Nā’ālehu Community Center. 
      The actual Summer Fun program will run from June 10- 
July 19, Mondays through Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu and from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in Ocean 
View.  Payment of $100 per child must be in cash, money 
order or a certified check. For more information, call Nona 
Makuakane at 928-3102.

A variance will allow half of the parking at the new gym to be on grassy areas. See story on page 7.

¯
Jr. Lifeguard Program Gears up in Ka‘ū

Ka‘ū's youth have the opportu-
nity to participate in Jr. Lifeguard 
training this summer. This course 
will familiarize participants with 
ocean safety and beach rescue skills. 
topics include an introduction to 
water safety, first aid, CPR and surf 
rescue techniques with an emphasis 
on beach and ocean awareness. The 
program is open to male and female 
applicants ages 12-17. Applicants 
must have swimming skills and be 
able to swim for 100 yards continuously with 100% effort. 
This is not a learn-to-swim program. Qualifying swims 
will be held on the first day (registration day). Jr. Lifeguard 

program is free to all registered par-
ticipants. Parent or guardian must be 
present to sign waiver form at time 
of registration. Registration is on a 
first come, first serve basis. There is 
a limit of 30 students per session.

Registration list will open in 
April, while physical test registra-
tion will be held at Punalu‘u Beach 
Park on the first day of each session 
in Ka‘ū. Session 1 will run July 10 

through July 14, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Session 2 will run July 17 through July 21, 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. For more information, please contact Ash 
Kanahele at 808-960-6571. 

Sixth-Graders Represent Ka‘ū in Alaska 

Nā‘ālehu elementary students experience real Alaskan snow 
for the first time during an educational exchange with Alas-
kan students over Spring Break.

Nā‘ālehu sixth-graders do the “dab” 
dance move with teachers Nellie Davis 
and Amber Keohuloa and PREPARES 
coordinator Kathy Bertram.

Ka‘ū Junior Lifeguard Program begins this 
summer.  Photo from Lui Sales

The Miss Ka‘ū Coffee, Jr. Miss Ka‘ū Coffee, Miss 
Ka‘ū Coffee Peaberry and Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Flower pag-
eant to be held on Saturday, May 13 at Ka‘ū Coffee Mill 

has announced a deadline for entry to be April 
10.

Miss Ka‘ū Coffee contenders must be be-
tween 16 and 24 years of age and single. They 
will compete in the categories of Career Outfit, 
Talent, Evening Gown, Swimsuit and Interview.

Jr. Miss Ka‘ū Coffee contenders must be 
between 11 and 15 year of age and will compete 
in the categories of Hobby outfit, Talent, Eve-
ning Gown and Interview.

 Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Peaberry must be be-
tween six and ten years of age and compete in 
categories of Character Outfit, Talent, Evening 
Gown and Interview.

Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Flower must be between 
3 and 5 years of age and compete in categories 
of Character Outfit and Evening Gown.

To enter the pageant, call Pageant Director 
Trinidad Marques at 928-0606. 

Enter Miss Ka‘ū Coffee, 
Ages 3 – 24, by April 10
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Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water 
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult 
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 928-8177. 
 
Boys Basketball 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm 
●Sat, Feb 4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF @ Civic 
●Fri - Sat, Feb 17-18, BIIF @ Civic 
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @ O`ahu 
 
Wrestling 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA 10am 
●Sat, Feb 11, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 10am 
●Sat, Feb 18, BIIF @ Kamehameha 
●Fri – Sat, March 3 -4, HHSAA @ Blaisdell  
 on O`ahu 
 
 

Swimming 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u @ HPA, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF Trials 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF Finals 
●Fri – Sat, Feb 24 – 25, HHSAA @ 
 Kamehameha, Kea`au Campus 
 
JV Baseball 
●Sat, Feb 11,Ka`u @ Honoka`a, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 13, Ka`u vs Hilo, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 18, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 20, Ka`u vs Kamehameha, 
 1pm 
●Wed, Feb 22, Ka`u @ Konawaena, 
 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm 
 
 
SUPPORT TROJAN 
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ADVERTISING IN THE 
KA`U SPORTS 
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THE CALENDAR 
IS DIRECT 
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calendar 
@runbox.com. 
 

Senior Pono Makuakane scores with a layup in a drill during 
varsity basketball practice. 

Congratulations 
JV Boys’ Basketball on your 
victory against Laupahoehoe! 

 
Girls’ and Boys’ Soccer on 

winning Pahoa! 
 

Wrestlers Dylan Rush - 1st 
Place, Colton Wong - 2nd Place 

and Travis Leka for his first 
season win at Konawaena!  

TEX PAHALA ♦ 928-8200 

Coach Sumida instructs his JV Basketball team while they drill 
different plays during an afternoon practice. 

Ka`u Athletic Department Steak Fry, Pick-
up will be on Mon, Feb 6, 4 – 6 p.m., 
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are 
$6 and can be purchased from any 
booster club or winter sport team 
member. Contact Laurie at 938-0214, 
Nick at 938-8247 or Ka`u High at  
928-2088. 
 
Ka`u High Athletic Booster Club meeting, 
Mon, Feb 13, 6 p.m., Ka`u High music 
room. Need volunteers to help in 
fundraising activities. Need materials 
and lumber to make recycle bins to be 
placed at the Pahala and Waiohinu 
transfer stations as part of a fundraiser. 
Anyone who can help with materials for 
building or has extra time to help with 
monitoring the recycling program, should 
also attend the meeting or call Laurie at 
938-0214 or Nick at 938-8247. 
 
The Pahala Swimming Pool is open 
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Boys Volleyball
• Fri, May 3, BIIF Semi-finals
• Sat, May 4, BIIF Finals
• May 8-11, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Judo
• Sat, May 4, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Track & Field 
• Fri-Sat, May 10 & 1, HHSAA Tournament 
@ Mililani High School

Free Athletic Physicals in May
     Free physicals will be given at the medical 
mobile van located near the band room on the 
campus of Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary 
on select dates in May.  Visit the van on May 
6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17 which are the last days 
this school year to get a physical.  “In order to 
participate in middle school and high school 
athletics, you will need a current physical,” 
said KHPES Athletic Director Kalei Namoha-
la.  Forms can be picked up from the school 
office or athletic director.  “Take advantage of 
this free opportunity,” advised Namohala.
     For more information about next year’s 
athletic programs, call 928-2088.
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We now work on Hybrids!

Front Row (l-R): Jay-R Abalos, David Pillette, Esteve Salmo, Rayden Peralta, Patrick Hondeneros, Carlos Uribe-
Buonos, Kaweni Ibarra, Judah Aldorasi, Head Coach Brian Dopp; Back Row (l-r): Shaenese Tailon, Shannen 
Pagnaniban, Marai Uyetake, Sheilah Balila, Kyra Malepe, Reina Aldorasi, Denisha Navarro, Deisha Gascon, Shyann 
Carvalho, Kristina Padrigo, Jennifer Tabios, Jami Beck, Marley Strand-Nicolaisen, Toni Beck. 
        Photo courtesy of the Kaʻū High Yearbook

ROYAL HAWAIIAN 
ORCHARDS, LP

Firefighters Needed,  Cont. from pg. 7
 Kaʻū High School girls softball season wrapped in 
April. Seniors Shaylin Navarro, Casey Koi, Kaila Olsen 
and Jenna Gascon ran an aloha lap  around the Pāhala 
ball field’s diamond on April 18. Coach Donald Garo said 
“This season was a good learning season. There many 
young girls coming onto the team. The seniors really 
helped the team stay together through their leadership.” 

Tiani Castaneda-Naboa will represent Kaʻū High at the State 
Judo Tournament held on Oʻahu on May 4.
Photo by Heather Castaneda-Naboa

Kaʻū High Varsity 
boys volleyball-  
Front (l-r): Head 
Coach Joshua 
Ortega, Cameron 
Enriques, Brian 
Gascon, Rodney 
Kuahiwinui, Jr., 
Greg Javar; Back: 
Grant Galimba, 
Donald Garo Jr., 
Randall “Tiger” 
Watson and Dal-
ton Hannahs. Pho-
to courtesy of Kaʻū 
High Yearbook

 At press time, members of the Kaʻū High track 
and field team had one more chance to qualify 
for states before the BIIF Tournament on May 3 
and 4 at the Kamehameha-Keaʻau campus. Team 
members Kristina Padrigo and Marley Strand-

Nicolaisen-Strand and Padrigo Qualify for States
Nicolaisen already received a berth to states after meeting the 
qualifications at previous track meets this season. 
 The team is coached by new Kaʻū High social studies 
teacher Brian Dopp.

Young Softball Teams Wraps Season with Energy for Next Year
James.
     While the ranks would love young volunteers 
to join, the departments are calling to any male or 
female over the age of 18 to sign up. Volunteers 
need to be a U.S. citizen and have a valid driver’s 
license. At training sessions held the third 
Tuesday of each month, potential applicants can 
meet other volunteers and learn more information 
about what is involved.
    Those interested in becoming a volunteer, can 
call the volunteer fire department at 961- one of 
the Kaʻū volunteer captains: Pāhala Ron Ebert, 
928-0027; Nāʻālehu Wade Baji, 929-9923; 
Discovery Harbour Terry James, 895-8133; and 
Ocean View Mack Goddard, 939-7602.

He said he is proud of Navarro. “Shaylin 
really made me proud this year. I wish the 
seniors good luck in what they choose to do 
after graduation.” Garo said he looks toward 
having a good season next year.

Spring Football Starts May 13 
     Spring football training will be held starting 
Monday, May 13 and will run until Friday, May 24. 
Practice happens after school from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m. at the Kaʻū High football field.  Interested 
athletes are reminded that they need a current physical 
to participate. Bring dress attire, T-shirt, workout 
shorts,  running shoes and cleats.

Kaʻū Tennis Reps at BIIFs
     At the BIIF tourney last month the Kaʻū High tennis 
team saw two winning rounds. Carlos Uribe-Bounos, 
boys singles, won his first round, but was eliminated in 
the second round. William Mitchell, also boys singles 
player, beat his opponent in the second round, but lost 
his third.  Boys first singles player Jemy-Ray Palancia  
and girls doubles team Romina Sembran and Marileah 
Lalin lost in the first round of play. 

Kaʻū High Yearbooks on Sale 
     Ka’u High School and Pahala Elementary 
yearbooks are still available for the following 
prices: $35 High school, $15 elementary/
middle school. A New feature with this edition 
is the ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ by Jostens, 
free with every yearbook purchase.  The 
school’s Time Capsule at ReplayIt.com is a 
supplementary feature that stores all photos 
used or unused in the development of the 
school yearbook.  With a yearbook purchase, 
a ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ code will be 
issued to allow students a chance to create their 
own digital yearbook to tell their unique story of 
the 2012-13 school year.

Kaʻū Summer Fun Registration     
     Summer Fun registration for keiki who completed grades 
kindergarten to six will be held May 6-9. In Ocean View,  
registration takes place from 1-4:30 p.m at Kahuku Park. 
Families can also register at their respective sites at Pāhala 
Community Center and  at Nā’ālehu Community Center. 
      The actual Summer Fun program will run from June 10- 
July 19, Mondays through Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu and from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in Ocean 
View.  Payment of $100 per child must be in cash, money 
order or a certified check. For more information, call Nona 
Makuakane at 928-3102.

A variance will allow half of the parking at the new gym to be on grassy areas. See story on page 7.

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Math & Science Night at Nā‘ālehu Elementary 

School in March drew families to enjoy learning and fun 
as they explored displays, experiments and activities.

Math & Science Night featured such activities as 
visiting with a beekeeper from Bee Boys who displayed 
a transparent hive with bees.

Children made constellations with Kealapono 
Kumu Okimoto and readied to blast off in the Keala-

Linda Le teaches about circuits.

Nā‘ālehu Keiki Inspired by Math & Science

Jeff from the Bee Boys explains the life of a hive.

pono rocket ship with glow-in-the-dark constellations.
They learned how to decide where to build a house safely 

on the slopes of an active volcano. They designed and made 
electrical circuits.

Nā‘ālehu offers pre-kindergarten through sixth grade 
public school classes under the leadership of Principal Dar-
lene Javar.

Ka‘ū Unity Celebration aims to bring together tal-
ented young members of the Ka‘ū community to per-
form on Saturday, April 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Ka‘ū District Gym. Youth in grades K-12 are invited to 
showcase their talents by signing up at the Ka‘ū Dis-
trict Gym. The event is organized by a consortium of 
local community groups including BISAC, County of 
Hawai‘i Department of Parks & Recreation – Pāhala, 
Hi-Pal and Pāhala Boys & Girls Club, along with Chloe 

Youth Invited to Showcase Talent at 
Ka‘ū Unity Celebration in Pāhala

Gan, Monique Hughes, Daryl Moreira, Dexsilyn Navarro, 
Brennen Nishimura and Kevin Sun. Partnering to put on the 
event are ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou, Catholic Charities of Hawai‘i and 
Imua Ka‘ū.

Educational booths, entertainment, food and prizes are 
on the agenda. Youth from grades K-12 who want to sign 
up to participate with their talents and displays can call 
928-3102.

OV Marine Artist Teaches
Nā‘ālehu Kids, Sets Show

Marine debris artist Don Elwing, of Ocean View, 
will the featured solo artist at P.O.R.T.A.L. Gallery, spe-
cializing in environmental-themed art in Pāhoa, for the 
month of April. Elwing will also be live at Pāhoa's Sec-
ond Saturday Art walk on April 8 on Main Street.

At the end of March, Elwing set up a portable art 
gallery at Pāhoa Elementary with 30 pieces of what he 
termed "awareness art" for all grades to view and created 
3 art pieces of an ‘alalā, an ‘ōhi‘a lehua and a volcano, 
with three 4th grade classes.

Elwing also set up an art gallery of his work at 
Nā'ālehu Math and Science Night in March and guided 
attendees to collaborate on an art piece for the school.    

Using pieces of net and rope that washed up on the 
shore of Kamilo beach, sisters Rylan and Roxie Castene-
da added the last pieces, turning rubbish into a ʻōhi‘a 
lehua work of art, which Elwing donated to the school. 

See The Ka‘u Calendar in living color:
www.kaucalendar.com
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cause when (and where) 
they were formed, there 
were fewer heavier ele-
ments present in the gasses 
and little bits of solid matter 
from which they coalesced. 
The reason for this is that 
those heavy elements had 
not yet been produced by 
supernovae explosions. 
That happened later, and stars like the sun – 
which is only 4.5 billion years old – are typi-
cal of the younger population stars having 
higher metal abundances. Older populations 
of stars are often found in the halo of our gal-
axy and are abundant in globular clusters of 
stars. We’ve discussed a few globular clusters 
like omega Centauri and M13 in Hercules. 
The next time you look at omega Centauri, 
you’ll know a bit more about it! 

The reason I bring this up is that about 
the time I should have been preparing this ar-
ticle, a binary system went into an eruption. 
This is the type I enjoy studying and observ-
ing. Normally, it is as faint as magnitude 20 
– one millionth as bright as a faint star on 
our star chart. The stars rapidly increased in 
brightness by a factor of 4,000 times as bright 
as it usually is observed. The period of this 
system is known to be 66 minutes, far too 
brief for a normal star to orbit around a white 
dwarf star. You can see the rapid variation in 
brightness in the graph of the light variation 
posted here. 

A white dwarf is what our sun will be-
come in the distant future. It is a hot, hot 
ball of matter, extremely dense, and is the 
collapsed core of the star, but only about as 
big in diameter as the earth. The possible ex-
planation is that the normal star may be an 
ancient star. Metal-poor stars are smaller than 
younger, metal-rich stars. Those are what 
are usually the case in these Cataclysmic 
Variable stars. This is why this system is so 

Stars over Ka‘ū - April 2017 
by Lew Cook

The star chart is produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given 
us permission to publish it. Thanks, Jerry!
The constellations are presented with their three-letter abbreviations, with (usually) the Latin 
names shown in the margins. Stars as faint as magnitude-six are shown. This is done to take 
advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no bright moon and the 
skies are clear of vog.

If you happen to find perfect conditions 
on the early evenings of April 1, 2 or 3, and 
you have a perfectly clear air, and nothing 
but ocean to the west (no trees) you may get 
a chance to glimpse the innermost planet of 
our solar system, Mercury. Start looking at 
about 7:10. Mercury would be at an altitude 
of seven degrees at 7:22 p.m., a bit more than 
your fist held at arms length.

This is no April Fools joke. If you miss 
seeing Mercury, at least enjoy seeing the stars 
come out. Binoculars may help. 

Just another 14 degrees up is Mars. Ve-
nus is too close to the sun to be seen at the 
start of the month. By the end of April, it will 
be a brilliant Morning “Star.” Pale yellow Ju-
piter rose four hours prior to chart time (10 
p.m. mid-month) in Virgo. Jupiter is at “op-
position” to the sun this month. That means 
Jupiter is in the direction opposite to the sun 
as we see it. It provides a nice color contrast 
to light blue Spica, the brightest star in Virgo. 
Saturn won’t rise until after 11 p.m. 

The brightness variation of OV 
Bootis on March 15, 2017.

The full moon forms a pretty triangle 
with Spica and Jupiter on the night of April 
10. Despite its brilliance, the moon won’t 
outshine Jupiter if the air is crystal clear, but 
you may have trouble seeing Spica.

The spring constellations have sprung 
up in the eastern sky as night falls in April. 
Mighty Leo (the Lion) is the zodiac constel-
lation crossing the meridian at chart time. 
Also on the meridian are Crater (the Cup) 
and Hydra, a long dim constellation repre-
senting a water snake. Bootes, the Herds-
man, has risen well up in the northeast, as 
the Big Dipper (part of Ursa Major) becomes 
prominent in the northern part of the sky and 
it joins the other constellations also crossing 
the meridian. 

Ancient stars are up there, and although 
they look much like the younger ones, there 
are considerable differences. The old stars 
have lower metal contents than the younger 
ones (astronomers sometimes term elements 
heavier than helium as metals). This is be-

exciting.
I spent about six hours 

observing this star the first 
night, taking over 1,000 
pictures, and later measured 
the brightness on each one. 
A graph of my data is shown 
here. This star is called OV 
Bootis, and its location is 
indicated by the star symbol 
within the O of OV above 

the constellation Bootes.
‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Schedule 

(closed Mondays):
12 p.m: Skies Above Hawai‘i: Live Sky 

Program
1 p.m.: Maunakea: Between Earth and Sky
2 p.m.: Natural Selection 
3 p.m.: Wildest Weather
10 a.m. Saturday: Legends of the Night Sky: 

Orion
Once a month, ‘Imiloa shows live shots 

of individual objects viewed through smaller 
telescopes on Mauna Kea that are linked to 
the planetarium. Call 932-8901 for informa-
tion on ticket availability, prices and mem-
bership costs. Members are admitted free to 
the daily shows.
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date               Sunrise    Sunset
April  7 6:10 a.m.   6:38 p.m.
April 14          6:05 a.m.   6:39 p.m. 
April 21          6:00 a.m.   6:41 p.m. 
April 28          5:55 a.m.   6:44 p.m.
Moon Phase
Date ....................Moon Rise Moon Set 
First Quarter
April  3 ..............1:14 p.m. 12:41 a.m.*
Full Moon
April 10 .............7:33 p.m. 6:59 a.m.*
Last Quarter
April 19 .............2:04 a.m. 1:36 p.m.
New Moon
April 26 .............7:22 a.m 8:22 p.m.

* The next morning



In 1964, the Hawaii County 
Police Department’s Uncle Bob-
by Gomes was “temporarily” 
transferred from Kona to Pahala. 
“The community just accepted 
and loved us,” says Bobby.  

“We raised our three kids here 
and they went to school here 
too,” says Phoebe with love and 
pride of living in Pahala for over 
50 years. “We live right up the 
street.” 

Uncle Bobby is a longtime   
patient of the Ka`u Rural Health 
Clinic under the watchful eye of 
nurse practitioner Susan Field. 
“Suz is tops!” said Bobby. 
“Megan (Lewis), the other nurse 
practitioner, and Dr. (Sarah) 
Howard are also very good. If 
Suz isn’t in and I need to see 
someone, they squeeze me in.” 

“We make it a point to keep a 
close eye on our patients, like 
Bobby, who need a little extra 
attention,” says Susan. “It’s     
why our clinic is set up to have 
available walk-in appointments. 
We want to see our patients     
who are going through difficult 
treatment when they need us.” 

Uncle Bobby has been fighting 
cancer over the years. First it was 
prostate and it was good for 
many years.  

“Then three years ago, I found 
out I had bone cancer and it     

metathesized to my liver and 
lungs,” says Bobby.  

“Susan Field, my nurse        
practitioner at Ka`u Rural Health 
Clinic referred me to Dr. Lim at 
Hawaii Pacific Oncology Center 
for treatment. First Dr. Lim sent 
me to Queens on Oahu for all 
sorts of treatment and then I 
wanted to try North Hawaii, 
they’re run by Queens.  

“Before going there, I told Dr. 
Lim that if the treatment doesn’t 
work there, I want to be able to 
come back. Long story short, I’m 
back in Hilo for my chemothera-
py and it seems to be working on 
the cancer in my bones.”    

The Ka`u Rural Health Clinic 
continues to watch Uncle Bobby 
closely. Recently, he came in 
with difficulty breathing.  

Dr. Howard examined him,   
suspected there was water in his 
lung and sent him to Hilo for an       
ultrasound. “I took him to Hilo, 
they drained the water from his 
lungs and we were back home 
that afternoon,” says Phoebe.  

In March, Bobby and Phoebe 
travelled to Hilo for appoint-
ments at the cancer center and 
numerous tests. Fortunately,    
earlier in February, Ka`u Rural 
Health Clinic installed an       
electronic medical records       
system. A CT scan of Bobby’s 

abdomen at Hilo Medical       
Center’s Imaging Department.  

“We used to wait to have       
Imaging results faxed back to 
us,” recalls Susan.  

“Now, because of the electronic 
medical records, I am able to see 
the results in the same day or  
early the next morning. For     

patients like Bobby, I can keep   
an eye on the results of his tests 
and let him know as soon as    
possible.” 

“To me, the feeling of ohana    
is how I would summarize the 
people here – one big happy   
family,” says Uncle Bobby.   
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Car ing for  Uncle  Bobby 

Uncle Bobby Gomes with his Nurse Practitioner Susan 
Field, and his sweetheart, Aunty Phoebe. 
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Prior i t ies  in  Nurs ing Care  

The spirit of the Pahala       
community led to the donation of 
a $17,000 state-of-the-art Zoll 
defibrillator to the only       
Emergency Department in the 
Ka`u District.  

In a letter from Roy and       
Lorraine Terramoto, they        
described being inspired by 
members of the community who 
pulled together to organize an 
obon festival.  

They also noted the good work 
done by Wayne Kawachi and 
members of O Kau Kakou         
to help the community, including 
their commitment to Ka`u Hospi-
tal.  

The inspiration compelled Roy 
and Lorraine to approach Dick 
and Marian Joe to ask for much 
needed assistance for three    
community projects from the 
John H. Grace Foundation.  

The Zoll defibrillator was    

selected for its compatibility   
with the Hawaii County Fire   
Department’s ambulance    
equipment and capability to help 
document patient care among 
other benefits. Ka`u Hosptial 
staff went through extensive 
training on the new equipment 
thanks to the efforts and          
education of Marie “Aulani” 
Hammond, RN.  

Li fe-Saving Donat ion:  
Emergency Depar tment  
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“Being here is a dream come 
true,” says Sherrie Bazin, Direc-
tor of Nursing at Ka`u Hospital, 
as she reflects on her first year on 
the job. “The people and commu-
nity are very similar to the people 
and community where I came 
from in Pennsylvania. I’ve found 
a home here and I feel like I’m 
making a difference.” 

For 2017, two projects she’s 
focusing on are Infection Control 
& Prevention and Maximizing 
Roles of Nursing Staff. 

Infection Control &  
Prevention 
Sherrie is leading the effort to 
review all aspects of Ka’u Hospi-
tal’s infection control program 
from hand washing, to facility 
cleaning practices, to antibiotic 
use. Hospital-based programs 
dedicated to improving antibiotic 
use, commonly referred to as 
“Antibiotic Stewardship” Pro-

grams, can not only optimize the 
treatment of infections but also 
reduce adverse events associated 
with antibiotic use such as the 
creation of multi-drug resistant 
strains of infection.  

Maximizing Roles of  
Nursing Staff 

This program seeks to maxim-
ize the ability of everyone on the 
nursing staff whether a Certified 
Nurse Aide, Licensed Practical 
Nurse or a Registered Nurse. 

“Everyone is in it together to 
make our operations better,” says 
Sherrie. “I have introduced new 
things in the hospital and, on 
many occasions, I had staff come 
to me the very next day with re-
search they did on their own to 
confirm the teaching or further 
their understanding of the new 
information. We may be in one of 
the most rural areas of the state, 
but we take pride in providing the 

latest information to our nurses 
so they can provide the same care 
for our patients as they would 
receive in any other high          
performing hospital in the 
state. Education is the key.”   

Sherrie models this in her own 

career. She is planning to take her 
certification in infection control, 
write her exams to obtain a Nurs-
ing Home Administrator License 
and complete her doctorate which 
focuses on nursing education and 
e-learning.  

Janiece McNichols, East Hawaii Regional Chief Financial   
Officer, toured through the hospital with Sherrie Bazin,           
Director of Nursing for Ka`u Hospital. 

In early March, members of the 
Ka’u Hospital Emergency        
Response Team (or HERT Team, 
led by nurses Jerelyn Hammer 
and Michael Reddy) participated 
in a disaster preparedness         
exercise to set-up, practice and 
take-down the Decontamination 
Tent provided by the Healthcare 
Association of Hawaii.  

Hilo Medical Center’s HERT 
Team participated to assist with 
the exercise and evaluate the    
triage, Incident Command and 
other aspects of Ka’u Hospital’s 
disaster response. In addition, 
two members of the Hawaii 
County Fire Department and   
Security Guard Joseph participat-
ed in the exercise.  

Pract ice  Saves L ives 

Ka`u Hospital’s Emergency Response Team was joined by Hawaii  
County Fire Department personnel with guidance from Emergency 
Preparedness experts from Hilo Medical Center for the exercise. 



Electronic Medical Records 
Go “Live” in the Clinic 

The Ka`u Rural Health Clinic 
celebrated going “live” with the 
electronic medical records 
(EMR) system.  

This marked the final EMR 
installation in the East Hawaii 
Region of Hawaii Health        
Systems Corporation.  

Patients can now access their 
health record online by register-
ing at the clinic. They can view 

the care provided at the clinic as 
well as the hospital.  

In addition, when patients from 
Ka`u receive care at any one of 
the clinics affiliated with Hilo 
Medical Center or are transferred 
to the hospital in Hilo, Dr.    
Howard and nurse practitioners 
Field and Lewis can monitor 
their patients over the course of 
their care away from home.  
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Clinic Services Close to Home 
Prevent the #1 Threat  
to Our Keikiʼs Health 

• Fluoride varnish to prevent 
cavities 

• For keiki 1-6 years old 
• Takes minutes during the 

well-child check-up 
• Reapply every 6 months 
• Establish healthy habits 

from the start! 

Letʼs Talk about Birth     
Control Options 

• Family planning               
consultation

• Nexplanon insertion
• IUDs such as Kyleena  

and Skyla
• Convenient and reliable 

contraception available 

Comprehensive medical care provided by Nurse Practitioners  
Megan Lewis and Susan Field. 
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On February 25, members of 
the East Hawaii Regional Board, 
the governing body of Hilo     
Medical Center, Hale Ho`ola 
Hamakua in Honokaa, Ka`u   
Hospital and nine specialty     
clinics, held a public forum in 
Ka`u.  

In Ka`u Hospital's multipur-
pose day room, members of the      
community gathered to learn 
about developments in clinical 
services, finances and strategic 
priorities for healthcare in the 
East Hawaii Region. Merilyn 
Harris, Administrator for Ka`u 
Hospital and Rural Health Clinic, 
also shared updates on services 
and personnel at the hospital. 

"One of the most notable        
developments at our hospital has 
been a transition with new     

nursing staff mainly due to     
retirements," said Harris.  

"Within the last year, we also 
welcomed an innovative Director 
of Nursing, Sherrie Bazin, who 
really wanted to set down roots   
in Ka`u and care for the         
community."    

After experiencing some transi-
tion in primary care providers, 
the Ka`u Rural Health Clinic   
staff has stabilized with Dr.     
Sarah Howard joining nurse   
practitioners Susan Field and 
Megan Lewis.   

ACCEPTING  
NEW CLINIC    
PATIENTS 

Call 932-4205 for  an 
appointment.

East  Hawai i  Regional  Board Holds Community Forum

In 2016, Pahala’s very own, 
Rae Yamanaka joined the East 
Hawaii Regional Board, the   
governing body of Ka`u Hospital 
and Rural Health Clinic.  

“My sisters, myself and my 
brother were all born at the        
Pahala hospital,” Rae recalls.   

“We only had the dispensary 
and clinic in Pahala when I was 
growing up.” 

“I believe in Ka`u Hospital   
because quality health care is   
essential to communities like my 
family, friends and the larger 

community in Ka’u who are far 
from major hospitals,” said Rae.  

“Having long term care        
services at the Ka’u Hospital 
brings a sense of well-being to 
our elderly and those in need     
of immediate medical assistance 
since they can receive the neces-
sary services close to home.” 

“I got involved in the Regional 
Board and I am learning             
so much. I feel that it is the      
responsibility of all of us to    
support our local hospitals and 
medical staff.” 

A Meaningful Donation 
The following letter was     

written by Kazu Suenobu when 
he made a donation to the Ka`u    
Hospital Charitable Foundation 
Garden/Lanai project on behalf 
of his wife Joyce, a resident of 
the hospital. He passed away 
suddenly at the end of February, 
and their son Andrew graciously 
gave us permission to share this.  

“This proposed raised bed    
garden area with roses and other 
flowers will be a wonderful     
addition to the Ka`u Hospital.  

A rose plant is like a pretty 
woman. To keep her happy she 
needs lots of loving care and    
attention. To make a rose bush 
thrive, you need to: 
• Plant it in a fertile ground 

with good drainage.  
• Don’t tell the “Chinese rose 

beetles.”  

• To control [them], dust with 
pyrethrum. 

• Shelter from the strong Ka`u 
wind. 

• Plant in a sunny area 
• Water generously and enjoy! 

Joyce’s favorite rose is a     
long-stemmed fragrant red rose.  

She and I will be happy            
to donate a plant for your        
collection. Enclosed is a check 
for this wonderful project!”

Above: Sherrie Bazin, Director of Nursing, tours board member Barry 
Taniguchi and Regional CEO Dan Brinkman at community meeting. 
Below: Dedicated Foundation members, Ursula D’Angelo, Jean 
Kailiawa, Gay Polido, and Myrajean Sumida attended the meeting.

Joyce pets visiting Coco. 

Board Member: Ka`u Roots
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With the Affordable Care Act still in 
place and Congress deciding to wait on 
passing new health care laws after fierce na-
tional debates in March, Rep. Tulsi Gabbard 
said there is much to do to improve health 
care delivery, particularly in rural areas like 
Ka‘ū. 

Gabbard said that she was happy to 
report that the proposed American Health 
Care Act, slated to replace the ACA, was 
pulled from the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives floor  “due to lack of support. It’s a 
terrible bill that was basically written by in-
surance and pharmaceutical corporations on 
the backs of the most needy and vulnerable. 
There are serious problems with our health 
care system that must be addressed, but this 
bill was not the solution - it would have just 
made things worse. This is not the end. We 
must continue to work for a healthcare sys-
tem that puts the health and well being of 
people first.”

She noted that Medicare and Medicaid 
“help provide access to quality healthcare 
for nearly 130 million Americans, including 
close to 570,000 people in Hawai‘i.” She 
pointed to her sponsorship of the Medicare 
Premium Fairness Act “to prevent premium 
and deductible increases for those enrolled 
in Medicare, and the Improving Access to 
Medicare Coverage Act to help ensure those 
who are the most in need continue to have 
access to quality and affordable care.” She 
said she is also working to increase the 
Medicare reimbursement rate to help ex-
pand health care access and retain physi-
cians in rural communities like Ka‘ū. 

Gabbard reviewed other efforts toward 

improving health care:
Ka‘ū’s Marshallese community is 

underserved in health care, and Gabbard 

vowed to help restore federal funding for 
health care promised to Compacts of Free 
Association migrants. In 1996, Congress 
passed a law that made migrants from Mi-
cronesia, Palau, and the Marshall Islands in-
eligible for federal Medicaid dollars, despite 
an earlier commitment from the U.S. after it 
used the islands for nuclear weapons testing 
between 1946 and 1962. Many families had 
to evacuate their home islands after the U.S. 
established the Pacific Proving Grounds and 
conducted 105 atmospheric and underwater 
nuclear tests. Generations later, many of the 
islands remain contaminated by nuclear fall-
out and the descendants of those who lived 
there can still not return to their ancestral 
islands.

A number of Marshallese families live 
in Ka‘ū, particularly in Ocean View. Many 
of them work in the coffee and construction 

industries with some children entering pub-
lic school without English skills.

“Without federal dollars, Hawai‘i has 

borne the cost of care for COFA migrants, 
which has strained our state’s resources,” 
said Gabbard. “Each year, Hawai‘i spends 
an estimated $30 to $40 million to provide 
health care to these families. Gabbard intro-
duced the Restore Medicaid to Compact of 
Free Association Migrants Act “to right this 
wrong, require the federal government to 
fulfill its obligations, honor our COFA, and 
share the cost of providing health care,” she 
said.

Ka‘ū Hospital is a critical access hos-
pital, always under threat of losing fund-
ing. Gabbard said, “People from every is-
land deserve access to the highest quality of 
health care.” She said she visited rural hos-
pitals and saw the “remote locations, lack of 
funding, and staff shortages.” She proposed 
to help “solve these challenges and create 
greater access to care in our rural and un-

derserved communities.” Gabbard also co-
sponsored the CONNECT for Health Act to 
remove Medicare barriers to tele-health and 
remote patient monitoring services.

Veterans health care will continue to 
be another concern, said Gabbard. “While 
veterans have been experiencing delays and 
obstacles in receiving VA healthcare for de-
cades, in 2014, our country’s failure to ful-
fill its promise to our veterans was starkly 
exposed. At the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, veterans faced wait times of 90 days or 
more to see a doctor. Hawaiʻi veterans expe-
rienced the worst wait times in the country, 
averaging 145 days—almost five months—
just to see a primary care physician for the 
first time.”

She referred to her bill called the Ac-
cess to Care and Treatment Now for Veter-
ans Act to allow veterans not getting timely 
healthcare from the VA to get care from 
non-VA medical providers. This policy was 
ultimately included in the Veterans Access, 
Choice, and Accountability Act that became 
law at the end of 2014. She said she promis-
es to do more to eliminate the unacceptable 
wait times veterans still face today.

She also passed an amendment in the 
FY16 National Defense Authorization Act 
to provide military retirees living more than 
100 miles from a military treatment facility 
the option to re-enroll in TRICARE Prime. 
The amendment reversed a 2013 policy that 
eliminated this access and created barriers 
for veterans. She recently cosponsored leg-
islation to require that management posi-
tions be filled at VA medical facilities.

KEEPING HEALTHY IN KA‘Ū
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Marshallese students who attend Ka‘ū schools. with family members working in the coffee 
industry and construction, are underserved with health care, promised to them by the U.S. 
government.  Photo by Julia Neal

What’s Next for Ka‘ū in National Effort to Improve Health?

Experts on helping communities and 
victims and perpetrators of 
drug abuse and domestic 
violence came to Pāhala in 
March with a lot of skills 
and hope. They participated 
in the 19th Annual Rural 
Health Conference and Gen-
eral Membership Meeting of 
Ka‘ū Rural Health Commu-
nity Association. The public 
meeting was held at Pāhala 
Community Center. Many of 
the participants wore black 
tee shirts promoting the 
word “Respect.”

Honorable Chief Circuit 
Court Judge Ronald Ibarra 
talked about the Drug Court 
helping to improve the lives 
of drug users going in and 
out of jail, as if they were in a revolving 
door. Ibarra is known for his idea of “train-
ing the entire person,” and working with 
drug court teams to help drug users com-
plete drug rehabilitation, establish stable 
housing, become educated, work, and stay 

Ka‘ū Coffee farmer and Ka‘ū 
Rural Health Community As-
sociation board member Delvin 
Navarro wears the conference 
tee shirt that promotes respect.

Photo by Julia Neal

Teen Alert is one of the many programs represented at Ka‘ū Rural 
Health Community Association’s annual meeting. 

Photo from Teen Alert

Skills & Hope Come to Ka‘ū for Annual Rural Health Conference
away from the social groups that would lead 

them back into trouble.
Ibarra brought the pro-

gram to the Big Island, and it 
has been successful, produc-
ing a low recidivism rate. The 
police officers serving with 
the drug court are perceived 
of more as case workers, he 
noted. They encourage and 
provide structure for persons 
convicted of drug crimes to 
help them solve their prob-
lems rather than just sit in 
jail and go back on the street 
to resume an unhealthy and 
dangerous lifestyle.

Danielle Ortiz Padilla, 
of the Teen Alert Program, 
stressed the importance of 
helping teens to gain the 

strength to make good choices to avoid 
becoming victims of violence, abuse and 
drugs. The organization stresses separating 
young people from brain damaging drugs 
such as methamphetamine. Padilla noted 
that meth does physical damage to the brain 

that can make it impossi-
ble for a person to recover 
full mental and emotional 
functions, even after quit-
ting. The damage can 
lead to impaired thinking 
and the inability to make 
the right decisions.

Gary Shimobokura 
of Laulima, LLC, shared 
his experience of working 
with businesses, families 
and community groups 
on drug and domestic 
abuse, as well as sexual 
violence problems.

Shimobokura has 
worked with Pa‘a Pono 
Molili‘i and its youth camps. His programs 
help youth to choose a positive path,  away 
from the bad habits they may have wit-
nessed or experienced as children.

Ed Flores, of the Boys to Men program, 
talked about the natural ability of athletic 
coaches to help youth in their overall life 
development. He said he planned to meet 

with coaches at Ka‘ū High School.
Also making presentations were David 

Nishthal, Education Coordinator of the Sex 
Abuse Treatment Center; Valerie Mariano, 
of the Department of the Attorney General 
Community and Crime Prevention divi-
sion; and Auntie Jessie Marques, Executive 
Director of Ka‘ū Rural Health Community 
Association.
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The hula heiau ʻĪmakakāloa, located 
makai of Ka‘ālaiki road, the old sugar cane 
haul road between Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu, is 
subject of a Preservation Plan and Protocol 
Plan. Public input is invited. 

The Edith Kanakaʻole Foundation is 
working with the Edmund C. Olson Trust to 
steward the historic site and has published 
Preservation Plan for ʻĪmakakāloa Heiau 
at Kaʻalāiki, Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi Island.  It was 
as written by Konrad K. Mossman, Matthew 
R. Clark, Dr. Peter R. Mills and Dr. Huihui 
Kanalehe-Mossman after community meet-
ings, field trips, an archaeological survey and 
much research on its history. A community 
meeting was held on April 1 at Pāhala Com-
munity Center.

According to the Foundation, “Kaʻū 
‘Īmakakāloa Heiau is one of the few docu-
mented hula heiau in the pae ̒ āina of Hawaiʻi. 
Little is known of the practices and protocol 
used at heiau hula. The Edith Kanakaʻole 

Foundation is conducting re-
search in this area in collabo-
ration with hula practitioners, 
other cultural practitioners, the 
community, Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs, the University of 
Hawaiʻi at Hilo Heritage Man-
agement Program, State His-
toric Preservation Division, and 
private landowners in the area.”

Kalaho‘ohie Mossman, 
who works with stewards of 
the heiau, said everyone is in-
vited to contribute community 
input. “We have completed the 
Archaeological Inventory Sur-
vey as well as the Preservation 
Plan and would like to share our 
findings with the community,” 
said Mossman. “Please feel free 
to make any suggestions on this draft plan 
which will guide the future treatment of this 
sacred place. Although the plan currently 
only addresses the two-acre area where the 
heiau is located, we are hoping to expand 
the area of preservation to include important 
view planes from the site. We value your in-
put and look forward to seeing you all on the 
first. Please feel free to share this message 
with others who may be interested.”

Goals stated by the Edith Kanakaʻole 
Foundation, are: “To mālama this heiau in 
perpetuity; to complete an archaeological 
inventory survey; to design a preservation 

plan for this heiau; to restore 
the heiau to be utilized in hula 
practice by 2018; to research 
and design hula protocol; to 
teach protocol to practitioners 
and community; to study align-
ments with other heiau and puʻu 
and to inspire similar initiatives 
throughout Hawaiʻi.”

The Foundation states 
that the three documents have 
been generated “to move the 
ʻĪmakakāloa Heiau restoration 
project forward. Archaeologi-
cal Inventory Survey of the He-
iau and the two acre area sur-
rounding it; Preservation Plan 
for restoration of the Heiau, 
and a Protocol Guide “to help 
orient and prepare volunteers 

and visitors prior to entering the site.” The 
document can be read at www.edithkanaka-
olefoundation.org.

According to the Foundation, “These 
three documents were a collaborative effort 
involving cultural practitioners, nonprofit or-
ganizations, government agencies, the Uni-
versity of Hawaiʻi at Hilo and the Kaʻū com-
munity.” The Foundation explains that the 
Archaeological Inventory Survey documents 
the site as it exists today as well as compiles 
historical, ethnohistorical, and archaeologi-
cal background of the area. The Preservation 
Plan outlines how this site will be restored to 
maintain the authenticity of the site as well as 
to follow cultural protocol in the process. The 
Protocol Guide is a means of “disseminating 
proper etiquette and protocol to the masses. 
Within this guide, oli and mele are offered 
and discussed, these mele include traditional 
compositions as well as newly composed 
mele. We offer these documents for the pur-
poses of demonstrating the steps taken in the 
work of mālama heiau to help other similar 
initiatives.”

An earlier meeting was held on March 
19, 2016 at Pāhala Community Center, draw-
ing many people who talked about the hula 
heiau and other cultural sites in need of pres-
ervation in Ka‘ū. 

Kanaka‘ole Foundation representatives 
discussed the possibility of the heiau becom-
ing a focal point for community and cultural 
outreach, with possible programs coordinat-
ed with schools.

On May 14, 2016 the pub-
lic was invited to visit the he-
iau and gave input toward its 
preservation and community 
use.

Olson Trust land manager 
John Cross recalled that John 
Replogle, of The Nature Con-
servancy, asked about the lo-
cation of the heiau after Olson 
bought the property from the 
old Ka‘ū sugar company, and 
ranchers planned to clear more 
land in the area for cattle. 

Cross said he knew of the 
heiau from the Bishop Mu-
seum's archaeological survey 
Heiau of the Island of Hawai‘i 
by John F.G. Stokes, pub-

lished in 1991. Stokes described the heiau 
as “a series of enclosures with walls some-
times broadened into platforms. The ground 
declines to the southeast, but the earth floors 
of the enclosure have been approximately 
leveled as though by cutting and filling. 
The large enclosure on the southeast is said 
to have been for the chiefs and kahuna, the 
stone pavement shown being the kuahu.

“Outside and adjoining the wall of this 
enclosure on the west is a platform one foot 
high. To the north of the latter is another plat-
form 4.5 feet high, an extension of the walls. 
This last is said to have been the hale o Papa. 
The second largest enclosure is said to have 
been for the hale hula. There was no informa-
tion regarding the smallest enclosure.”

The late Pele Hanoa, long 
involved in historic, cultural 
and land preservation in Ka‘ū, 
also informed Olson Trust about 
the general location of the he-
iau, and several crews unsuc-
cessfully hiked the area to find 
it. Ka‘ū cattleman Al Galimba 
bumped into a heiau rock wall 
as he was clearing for pastures 

Public Asked for Input on ̒ Īmakakāloa Heiau, Place of Hula

Aerial view of ʻĪmakakāloa Heiau.   Photo from Edith Kanaka‘ole Foundation

John Stokes described the hula heiau in his 
survey of Hawai‘i Island heiau, published by 
Bishop Museum.

North corner of ʻĪmakakāloa Heiau. 
Photo by K. Mossman

‘Īmakakāloa Heiau, pg. 17
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entry info at www.kaucoffeemill.com or call 
808-928-0550. 

Monday, May 22, observe the heavens 
from the summit of Makanau at Ka‘ū Star 
Gazing, 5:30-10 p.m. $35 with refreshments 
and shuttle transportation departing from 
Ka‘ū Coffee Mill. Sign up at www.kaucof-
feemill.com or call 808-928-0550. 

Wednesday, May 24 and Thursday, 
May 25, explore historic flume systems of 
the sugarcane era and development of hy-

droelectric power on a Ka‘ū Mountain Water 
System Hike in the Wood Valley rainforest 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Limited to 30, $40 includes 
lunch. Visit www.kaucoffeemill.com or 
phone 808-928-0550. 

Saturday, May 27, festival fun bub-
bles over with the free Ka‘ū Coffee Festival 
Ho‘olaule‘a—a full day of live music, hula, 
food booths, local crafts, keiki activities, edu-
cational displays, guided coffee tastings and 
farm/mill tours headquartered inside and out 
of the Pāhala Community Center, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Talk story with Ka‘ū coffee growers and 
buy their coffee. The Ka‘ū Coffee Experi-
ence offers Ka‘ū coffees prepared using a va-
riety of methods by professionals from 9:30 
a.m.-noon and 1 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Farm tours 
with shuttle transport are 9:30 and 11 a.m., 
plus 12:30, 2 and 3:30 p.m., $20. Call 808-
929-9550 or visit www.kaucoffeefest.com. 

Sunday, May 28, learn about the spe-
cialty coffee industry with presentations 
given by notable coffee experts at the Ka‘ū 
Coffee College at Pāhala Community Center. 
The Ka‘ū Coffee College has become known 
for hosting some of the most renowned in-
dustry professionals from around the globe. 
Free, donations appreciated. Call 808-929-
9550 or www.kaucoffeefest.com. 

The organizers are reaching beyond 
Ka‘ū to invite visitors to the festival events 
and to explore the district. “During the week 
visit Ka‘ū coffee farms. Enjoy the scenic and 

GUIDE TO KA‘U CHURCHES
VOLCANO
• New Hope Christian Fellowship ................................................... 967-7129
• Volcano Assembly of God ..............................................................967-8191
PÄHALA
• River of Life Assembly of God .................................................. 928-0608
• Holy Rosary .....................................................................................928-8208
• Pähala Bible Baptist Mission ....................................................928-8240
• Pähala Hongwanji .......................................................................... 928-8254
• Wood Valley Tibetan Buddhist Temple & Retreat ................928-8539
NÄ‘ÄLEHU
• Assembly of God ............................................................................ 929-7278
• Iglesia Ni Cristo ................................................................................929-9173
• Jehovah’s Witnesses .....................................................................929-7602
• Kauaha‘ao Church ..........................................................................929-9997
• Latter Day Saints .......................................................................... 929-7123
• Light House Baptist.....................................................................939-8536
• Nä‘älehu Hongwanji Buddhist Temple -  
95-5693 Mamalahoa Hwy., Nä‘älehu, Hi 96772

• Sacred Heart....................................................................................929-7474
• United Methodist .......................................................................... 929-9949
• Christian Church Thy Word Ministry   ........................................936-9114 

Nä‘ähelu Hongwanji, Sundays 10 a.m.
OCEAN VIEW
• Kahuku UCC .....................................................................................929-8630
• Ocean View Baptist Church ........................................................430-8268 

Worship Service: Sunday, 1 p.m. Ocean View Community Center. All 
are welcome! 

• OV Evangelical Community Church ...........................................939-9089
• St. Judes Episcopal .....................................................................939-7000
• Divine Faith Ministries 929-8570 (non-denominational) meets 
Ocean View Community Center 10 am Sundays, Children, Youth, Bible 
Study. Call for more information .

• Church of Christ......................................................................... 928-0027  
Back to the Bible! 9 am, Bible class studying Romans. Worship 10A.M. 
Expository lessons from N.T. Books

and paddocks. He contacted Cross, and they 
identified it as the hula heiau, buried deep in 
a tangle of Christmasberry, cat’s claw and a 
large monkeypod tree. The location is makai 
of Ka‘alaiki Road - the old cane haul route - 
between Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu. 

Galimba withdrew cattle from the area 
and helped clear brush away from the heiau, 

followed by an Olson Trust team using small 
equipment to clear and protect it, fencing off 
about 1.5 acres around the site. Additional 
conservation has been accomplished through 
the Kanaka‘ole Foundation.

See more on the Edith Kanaka‘ole Foun-
dation at www.edithkanakaolefoundation.
org. Send input to kala@edithkanakaole-
foundation.org. Call 961-5242.

‘Īmakakāloa Heiau, cont. from pg. 16

coot, and may pose risks to other species 
as well. The abundance of human food 
and trash can increase the populations of 
all of these predators,” write the authors.   
The draft plan explores various ways in which 
predators can be controlled – with various 
traps and fencing. Table VI summarizes the 
advantages and disadvantages of the various 
predator control methods described in this plan.  
The report discusses options in controlling 
crowds of people.

“Ideally, vehicular access should be 
completely prohibited throughout the 
property because of the presence of sensi-
tive natural resources and cultural sites 
found at Kāwā. However, there are several 
rights of way easements on the County’s 
property whereby vehicular access must 
be provided to the general public. Civil 
No. 4590 Judgement dated Oct. 14, 1980 
states that the “general public are en-
titled to reasonable access to Kāwā Bay 
and the adjacent shoreline” via a 10-foot 
wide vehicular, equestrian and pedestrian 
easement along the Corral Gate Road.” 
The report also explores other ways of 
minimizing human damage at Kāwā, 
when the authors write: “Educate the 
public about the sensitive resources pres-
ent at Kāwā and the value of conserv-
ing threatened and endangered species.  
“The community should be actively en-
gaged in restoration and preservation ef-

Kāwā Draft Plan, cont. from pg. 2 forts in order to promote a greater sense of 
respect for the place. Educational outreach 
could include: installing interpretive educa-
tional signs to raise public awareness about 
the significance of suitable habitat areas for 
priority species and the presence of cultural 
sites at Kāwā; conducting a series of talk 
story events in the community; partnering 
with local schools; and/or providing vol-
unteer opportunities at Kāwā to restore and 
maintain the place.” 

The impact of pigs and dogs in Kāwā 
are thought to not be significant, but the draft 
plan suggests three tiers of management – 
firstly have a hui monitor dogs and hunt pigs. 
If that fails, then install fences for Kāwā and 
Kaʻiliʻili beaches. A third step would be to 
install “a predator-proof fence to exclude 
all mammalian predators, including mice, 
rats, mongooses, cats, dogs, and pigs.” 
Additional management actions specifically 
to protect cultural resources from inadver-
tent disturbances and intentional looting, 
and to perpetuate cultural knowledge and 
practices, are discussed by the authors: 
“This management plan was developed 
based on field visits and consultations with 
Kaʻū community members and kūpuna who 
are knowledgeable about the place, and with 
agencies and organizations involved in the 
management of resources specific to Kāwā. 

“At Kāwā, there are numerous groups 
consisting of lineal and cultural descendants 

Ka‘ū Coffee Festival organizers have 
announced their ninth year of events. The 
2017 calendar begins May 13 with the Miss 
Ka‘ū Coffee Pageant at Ka‘ū Coffee Mill, 
followed by many activities in the district, 
leading up to the annual all-day Ka‘ū Coffee 
Festival Ho‘olaule‘a at Pāhala Community 
Center on Saturday, May 27.

Supported by the Hawai‘i Tourism Au-
thority, the Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Coopera-
tive, the Edmund C. Olson Trust II, and  “a 
bevy of sponsors and volunteers, the Ka‘ū 
Coffee Festival is designed to celebrate Ka‘ū 

as a premium coffee growing origin and a 
unique visitor destination,” says a statement 
from organizers. 

“Many events are free, while others 
require a nominal fee and reservations. All 
activities feature the exceptional flavor and 
aroma of Ka‘ū coffee and the remarkable 
people and special place that produces it,” 
says organizer Chris Manfredi.

Saturday, May 13, the annual Miss 
Ka‘ū Coffee Pageant showcases the crown-
ing of 2017 Miss Ka‘ū Coffee and her court. 6 

p.m. at the Ka‘ū Coffee Mill. $10 admission. 
Contact 808-928-0606 or trinimarques@ya-
hoo.com.

Friday, May 19, Pa‘ina & Open House 
at historic Pāhala Plantation House features 
music, hula, food and house tours 5:30 p.m. 
– 9:30 p.m. Corner of Maile and Pikake in 
Pāhala. Hosted by Pāhala Plantation Cot-
tages, Ka‘ū Chamber of Commerce and The 
Ka‘ū Calendar newspaper. Free. Donations 
accepted for Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Scholarship 
Fund. mahalo@aloha.net, 808-928-9811. 

Sunday, May 21, the Ka‘ū Coffee 
Recipe Contest offers a free, 2 p.m. cook-
ing competition with cash prizes at Ka‘ū 
Coffee Mill. Entries are accepted in pupu, 
entree and dessert categories, and all recipes 
are made with Ka‘ū coffee. Free coffee tast-
ing and meet Miss Ka‘u Coffee. Find contest 

Ninth Ka‘ū Coffee Fest 
Brews Up Days of Events

Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Pageant will be held on 
Saturday, May 13 at Ka‘ū Coffee Mill. 

Photo by Pamela Taylor

Ka‘ū Coffee farmers like Lorie Obra and 
Ralph Gaston present their famous brew to 
the public. Photo by Julia Neal

Ka‘ū Mountain Water System Hike on May 
24 and 25.  Photo by Jesse Tunison

Ka‘ū Coffee Recipe Contest at Ka‘ū Coffee 
Mill on May 21.  Photo by Julia Neal

Ka‘ū Coffee Festival, pg. 18

Kāwā was a popular place for camping.   Photo by Julia Neal

Kāwā Draft Plan, pg. 18
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High quality, affordable 
health care.

(Now that’s a good prescription.)

 We offer comprehensive primary medical, 
dental, and behavioral health care to meet       

your needs at every stage of life.

KA’  FAMILY HEALTH AND 
DENTAL CENTER

MEDICAL STAFF 
Diana Jeannotte, MD 

MEDICAL Hours of Operation  
Monday through Friday  

7:30 AM to 5:30 PM   

DENTAL Hours of Operation  
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

For an appointment, call 929-7311

95-5583 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
bayclinic.org

Debra Barra, LCSW

historic beauty of Ka‘ū, Punalu‘u Black Sand 
Beach, Honu‘apo fishponds, the cliffs of Ka 
Lae—the southernmost place in the U.S.—
and the nearby Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Stay in one of the many accommoda-
tions in Ka‘ū,” says the broadly distributed 
festival statement. Visit www.kaucoffee-
fest.com for participating coffee farms and 
accommodations.

“Founded in coffee traditions dating to 
the 1800s—Ka‘ū coffee burst onto the spe-

Ka‘ū Coffee Festival, cont. from pg. 17 cialty coffee scene by winning numerous cof-
fee quality awards. These accolades highlight 
the unique combination of people and place 
that makes Ka‘ū coffee a favorite across 
the globe. The festival’s mission is to raise 
awareness of Ka‘ū as a world-class, coffee-
growing origin,” states the festival release.

Ka‘ū Coffee Festival vendor and spon-
sorship opportunities are available. For more 
information and festival updates, visit www.
kaucoffeefest.com, follow Ka‘ū Coffee Fes-
tival on Facebook and @kaucoffeefest on 
Twitter, or call 808-929-9550. 

istries. “Formalizing nominations to the 
Hawai‘i and/or the National Register of His-
toric Places may provide an additional layer 
of protection for archaeological sites,” write 
the authors.

The final conclusion of the draft plan’s 
authors is that the success of the manage-
ment plan hinges on “the County’s abil-
ity to strictly enforce rules and to maintain 
control of these lands, especially if human 
use is anticipated to increase in the future.  
“Regarding on-going management of the 
land and water resources of Kāwā, as well 
as management of other PONC lands, it 
is recommended that a new Branch or Of-
fice within the County’s Finance Depart-
ment be created to provide staff support 
for the PONC program, administer and 

manage the maintenance fund, and ac-
tively maintain and preserve lands and 
easements acquired by the PONC fund.  
“Implementation of management strategies 
identified in this plan will require partner-
ship amongst state and county agencies, 
community organizations, and lineal de-
scendants to carry out many of the actions 
outlined. A collective effort is key to suc-
cessfully execute the actions described in 
this plan, as it is a task beyond the capac-
ity of just one organization or government 
agency,” conclude the authors of the draft 
resources management plan. See the plan 
at http://records.co.hawaii.hi.us/weblink/1/
edoc/85210/Kāwā%20Resources%20Man-
agement%20Plan%20-%20Draft%20(Feb-
ruary%202017).pdf.

Kāwā Draft Plan, cont. from pg. 17
and community organizations that care 
deeply about Kāwā and have expressed in-
terest in long-term stewardship of the place. 
These groups share common goals of restor-
ing, caring for and protecting the natural 
and cultural resources. Some of the current 
activities by these groups include: mainte-
nance of house sites by lineal and cultural 
descendants; vegetation maintenance and 
restoration work by Na Mamo o Kāwā, a lo-
cal community group; and removal of inva-
sive plant species at Kāwā Pond by Hawaiʻi 
Wildlife Fund. These undertakings have 
also served as educational tools by involv-
ing and engaging the larger community and 
student groups.” 

A large section of the report focuses 

on the wahi pana (sacred places), moʻolelo 
(stories), cultural practices, resources, and 
archaeology of the property. The authors 
write: “In addition to the diverse plants and 
animals present, the landscape at Kāwā is 
rich in cultural resources including burials, 
heiau, house sites and other archaeological 
features. More than 300 iwi, petroglyphs, 
and kōnane (board game) boards have been 
found at Kāwā.”

Appendix A, covering roughly 20 pag-
es, presents the cultural and historical sig-
nificance of Kāwā through interviews and 
oral histories. The page-turning material is 
organized under headings such as Value of 
Kāwā, Wahi Pana, Mo‘olelo and Sense of 
Place, Vision, Cultural Resources, Cultural 
Practices, Natural Resources, Endangered 

Species and other headings. 
The authors of the report 
interviewed a wide range 
of Hawaiians who felt con-
nected to the land and orga-
nized their thoughts, memo-
ries, opinions and stories 
into logical areas of concern.  
The report also suggests 
nominating Kāwā as a His-
toric District to the State and 
National Historic Places reg-

People, pets, wildlife, cultural sites, natural resources, recreation and preservation are all 
planning considerations at Kawa. Public input is being taken on a draft management plan.

Photo by Julia Neal

Hui Mālama Ola Nā Oiwi has announced a Hawaiian Traditional La‘au Lapa‘au 
workshop presented by Po‘okela Ikaika Dombrigues. He will talk about Ho‘oponopono, 
Lomilomi Haha, La‘au Lapa‘au, and La‘au Kahea. This event will be held at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 3 at Nā‘ālehu Community Center. For more information, call 969-9220.  
See more on Hui Malama at https://hmono.org.

Hui Mālama Sets Traditional 
La‘au Lapa‘au Workshop



The wholesale die-off of all ʻōhiʻa trees 
on the Big Island, an incipient disaster that 
was once considered a possibility, may not 
happen if researchers are correctly interpret-
ing clues and new findings. 

There have been confirmed cases of 
Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death near Wai‘ōhinu, in Ka-
huku Unit of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park near Ocean View and mauka of Pāhala. 
So far, these are isolated cases, and there are 
no large areas affected, but as the disease 
takes a year to manifest itself, time could 
prove that these isolated cases are the start 
of a larger, more deadly, event.  

Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death is a disease caused 
by two species of the fungus called Cera-
tocystis. Since about 2010 it has been kill-
ing ʻōhiʻa, Hawaiʻi’s most abundant native 
tree, on the Big Island. The wetter parts of 
the island, especially Puna and upper Keal-
akekua, have been hardest hit, but Ka‘ū has 
not escaped. 

In March, a three-hour symposium 
showcasing the most recent ROD research 
was held at the University of Hawaiʻi-Hilo. 
A second symposium is scheduled for April 
1 in Kailua-Kona.

News for attendees was mixed – there 
is still no cure for the disease that killed 
thousands of trees in 2015 and 2016. But re-
searchers are noticing that even in the hard-
est hit ʻōhiʻa forests, where many trees have 
been killed by the disease, there are some 
healthy individuals still growing among the 
acres of dead trees. 

“Are these healthy trees surviving be-
cause they are resistant to the disease, or 
have they managed to avoid the disease?” 
asked Corie Yanger, ROD Educational Spe-
cialist at UH-Hilo.

Scientists are fairly certain that dead or 
dying ROD-infected trees must have been 
“wounded,” and that the spores from the 
fungus were able to enter the tree at a break 
in its bark. So did healthy trees get wound-
ed and infected but were able to resist the 
disease? Or did the healthy tree never get 
wounded, and so avoided the disease?

“Luckily, the ʻōhiʻa is very genetically 
diverse,” explained Yanger. “It takes many 
forms, and maybe some of them are natu-
rally able to resist the disease. We need to 
do further research to answer that question.”  

“We now know 
that the fungus en-
ters the tree through a 
wound. A wound can 
be caused in many ways 
and might not be vis-
ible,” explained Yanger. 
“Wounds can be caused 
by bulldozers, excava-
tors and other heavy ma-
chinery that can break 
limbs or damage bark. 
Arborists who climb 
healthy trees using 
spikes that can create openings for the fun-
gus to get into the tree. Goats and cattle can 
seriously damage ʻōhiʻa trees by a variety of 
methods. Humans can wound trees by run-
ning over roots with a lawnmower, cutting 
through bark with a weed-whacker, pruning, 
cutting into trees to mark trails and many 
other ways. Wounds can also be inflicted 
naturally – strong winds can break branch-
es (including the bark), and roots growing 
over lava rock can also cause wounds large 
enough to allow infection,” Yanger said.  

Once fungus enters the plant, it grows 
into the plant’s vascular system (sapwood) 
and blocks water movement. If a tree is in-
fected by the fungus, it may take a year or 
longer before the tree shows symptoms of 
the disease. Once a tree shows symptoms, it 
usually dies within a few weeks.

ROD is not native to Hawaiʻi – it has 
been introduced – and to date, ROD has not 
reached other islands in the state. The dis-
ease is caused by two species of the same 
genus. One is closely related to fungi from 

Latin America and Caribbean region, the 
other is closely related to fungi from Asia. 
Researchers call them species A and species 
B. 

The disease can be spread by widely 
distributing fungal spores in many ways. 
Several types of beetles, including ambrosia 
beetles and long-horned beetles, bore into 
infected trees and create a fine dust. This 
beetle-made boring dust, termed “frass,” 
is contaminated by fungal spores and can 
be blown on the wind, effectively spread-
ing the disease over a wide area. So far, 
there is no evidence that beetles can cause 
Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death by moving Ceratocys-
tis fungus to other trees.

The fungus lives in sapwood of infected 
trees, and spores can live for a year or lon-
ger in a dead tree. Humans can spread the 
disease by mov-
ing wood such as 
firewood or posts 
from infected 
trees. The fungus 
can also piggy 
back on clothing, 
shoes, gear and 

equipment (such as chainsaws, machetes 
and machinery). Beetles boring into infect-
ed trees create a fine boring dust that can 
float to the ground and mix with the soil un-
der the trees. If off-road vehicles are driven 
through infected stands, fungus in the mud 
can stick to the tires and vehicle body and 
also piggy back to other forests. With the re-
cent signing of a state Department of Agri-
culture rule, it is now illegal to transport any 
form of ʻōhiʻa to other islands.

There is currently no cure for trees that 
have already become infected with Rapid 
ʻŌhiʻa Death. One of the best ways to stop 
the disease spreading is to not injure trees in 
any way – such as with lawnmowers, weed 
trimmers or pruning saws. Other precau-
tions include not moving infected ʻōhiʻa and 
cleaning anything that may have come into 
contact with spores – clothing, boots, saws, 
vehicles, etc. 

Yanger suggested putting down a plas-
tic or rock weed barrier around ornamental 
ʻōhiʻa trees to keep people, animals or ma-
chines away from trunks and roots, so that 
they are not unintentionally damaged. “The 
wounding issue is very significant,” she 
warned. “Anyone with ‘ōhiʻa trees on their 
property should make sure the trees are pro-
tected from any damage. Even a small break 
in the bark makes the tree more vulnerable 
to infection. I suggest weeding by hand 
around the tree and keeping all equipment 
and animals well away from it.”

“Planting new ʻōhiʻa trees may help,” 
opined Yanger, “but there is no guarantee 
that they will survive.”  

Yanger said that there are now major 
efforts aimed at containment of the disease. 
“Once a tree has been identified as infected, 
crews from the new Rapid Response Team 
will get the tree down and contain the frass 
before it can blow around. They are espe-
cially targeting heavily forested areas with 
a low incidence of ROD infections, such as 
‘ōhiʻa forests in the Volcano area.”   

Scientists, researchers and land manag-
ers are working together to understand vari-
ous aspects of this new disease. 

An Award Winning Ka‘ū Coffee
www.Mirandasfarm.com

Ocean View Farmers Market on Saturdays
Flyin' Hawaiian in Nā‘ālehu, Mon, Wed, Sat 

MIRANDA'S FARM

mirandasfarm@yahoo.com
808-333-4333, 929-7572

A dead ʻŌhiʻa tree in a living forest, killed by Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death 
fungus.                                     Photo courtesy of University of Hawai`i

Wounded ʻŌhiʻa Most Likely to Succumb to Rapid Death

Scientists hold meetings on Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death, which threatens Kaʻū’s native forests. The 
fungus can kill a tree in a month or less. 

Photo from College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources
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                                       PUC 5238-C 
 

   NEED WATER? 
WE DO WATER HAULING 

 

   Specializing In:	  
*Water                *House Pads          *Septic Systems	  
*Trenching         *Rock Wall              *Demo	  
*Driveway          *Lowboy                  *Dump Truck 
*Coffee Farm     *Bulldozing             *Free Estimates 

Conviently located in

Ocean View 
Town Center929-9000Open Tue-Sat

9am-5pm

Quality Hair 
and Nail 
Services

and
Professional 

Products

“I think it went pretty well,” com-
mented Gall. “They all seemed familiar 
with the Ocean View situation, and I felt 
we got a positive reaction. We gave them 
a photo book showing the poor state of the 
metal roof. We just have to wait and see.”

The State of Hawai‘i website lists 
about 46 grants awarded last year. They 
range from $ 1.7 million to $35,000. Gov. 
David Ige has the final decision, as he can 
withhold funds even if the grant is awarded.

As part of the application process, 
OVCA provided, in advance of the presen-
tation, a summary of its background, stat-
ing that OVCA has “served the communi-
ty’s needs as a place to talk story, meet our 
neighbors and learn about issues important 
to our community. The OVCA sponsors 
community forums, activities and events 
important to the Ka‘ū District related to 
Health, Education, Social Services and 
Community Services.”

Under the section devoted to the build-
ing's contributions to health, OVCA’s ap-
plication lists: “Department of Veterans 
Affairs medical, mental health and benefits 
assistance; Public Health nurse services; 
Dengue Fever briefings; Medical insurance 
enrollment; and other medical service.”

Educational contributions are ex-
plained by “Early Head Start; kindergarten 
registration; family reading night; school 
parent-teacher conferences; farmer and 

A row of tall, carefully crafted ‘Ōhi‘a posts stand in proud testament to skill of volunteers who 
built Ocean View Community Center in 1979. Trademark columns support the Community 
Center’s upper lanai. The two-story meeting place is home to many community events, medi-
cal programs, social services resources, political talk stories, meals and gatherings.

Photo by Ann Bosted

field worker briefings.”
OVCA lists the social services fa-

cilitated in the community center as “Le-
gal Aid services; Epic ‘Ohana services 
to Hawai‘i’s at risk children and youth; 
Project Vision free vision screening and 
glasses; Imua Ka‘ū family and community 
training.”

Community services provided by 
OVCA include: “free community dinner 
once a week; free Thanksgiving Day din-
ner; venue for three local churches; Neigh-
borhood Watch monthly meetings; CERT 
training and meetings; Volunteer Fire De-
partment training and meetings; free spay 
and neuter clinics; and Adopt-a-Highway 
program.” 

“For our politicos,” the OVCA ap-
plication states, “we host meet and greets 
for Hawai‘i County Council members and 
state Representatives. The Community 
Center is a Hawai‘i County polling site for 
local and national elections.”

The purpose of replacing the roof is, 
according to the application, “to preserve 
the building’s integrity and continue to 
provide a safe and dry environment for 

use by the Ocean View community and for 
services in the Ka‘ū District.” To help take 
care of the facility and pay for expensive 
insurance for Ocean View Community 

Center, OVCA is urging more residents to 
become members, and encouraging mem-
bers to rent space.

that our deepest community values compel 
us to welcome the visitor and care for the 
wanderer in our midst.”

The resolution describes the Hawai-
ian value of Ho’okipa, and says this “open-

hearted hospi-
tality calls us 
to welcome the 

visitor and the stranger alike, and to unself-
ishly extend 

to others the best that we have to give.” 
HR76 declares that “Hawai‘i is justifiably 
proud of its diverse immigrant heritage, 
which has woven the many people of this 
State into a rich tapestry of races, ancestral 
groups, religions, cultures, and languages 
from all over the world.” It point’s out that 

“Hawai‘i’s unique spirit of 
inclusiveness allows its di-
verse people to live in rela-
tive harmony because of our 
respect and aloha for each 
other and our commitment to 
peace and justice.”

The resolution says, “our 
state and county governments 
cultivate a culture of inclu-
sion when they ensure that 
all people in our communi-
ties receive equal protection 
under the law and respectful 
treatment, without regard to 
their race, national origin, an-
cestry, or citizenship status.”

HR76 turns to the federal 
government and its new prac-

tices: “Hawai‘i’s inclusionary and peaceful 
culture is now threatened by inflammatory 
rhetoric and harsh federal policies that vilify 
immigrants, divide communities and fami-
lies, and create fear and suspicion among dif-
ferent racial, ethnic, and ancestral groups.” 

The resolution puts forth that the U.S. 
Constitution, “provides that the federal gov-
ernment may not commandeer state and lo-
cal officials by demanding that they enforce 
federal laws and regulatory programs” and 
guarantees that “each state, and municipal-
ity within each state has the sovereign power 
to choose how they allocate their resources 
and cannot be forced to carry out the federal 
government’s agenda.” 

HR76 contends that “local law enforce-
ment agencies should not be required to bear 
the immense financial burden of enforcing 
federal immigration laws.” It requests that 
the “State of Hawai‘i and its political subdi-
visions recognize that immigration is a fed-
eral function and that local law enforcement 
agencies should decline to work with federal 
immigration agencies.”

The resolution asks that the State of 
Hawai‘i and its political subdivisions refrain 
from expending state and county funds and 

from entering into “any agree-
ments under section 287(g) of 
the Immigration and National-
ity Act or any similar agree-
ment with the United States 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), or by 
engaging in any other law en-
forcement activities that col-
laborate with ICE or any other 
federal law enforcement agen-

Ho‘okipa, cont. from pg. 1

Ho‘okipa, pg. 21



Construction Equipment Rental
• Compactors • Cement finishing • Generators • Scaffolding
• Ladders • Pressure washer • Compressors • Painting equipment
• Floor finishing equipment • Welding equipment
• Automotive equipment • Cordless hand tools • Tools
• Power tools • Hand tools • Trailers • String trimmer
• Chainsaws (we sharpen) • Lawn mower • Party equipment

Hawaiian Ocean View Ranchos • Below gas station
P.O. Box 6182, Ocean View, HI 96737 • Stan and Marianne Troeller, Proprietors
SERVING THE KA‘U AREA OVER 25 YEARS

South Point U-Cart Inc.

• Hawaiian cement
• Redi-mix concrete
• Rebar #3#4#5
• Wire 6x6x10x10

Small Engine Sales & Service
AUTHORIZED DEALER, PARTS AND SERVICE: Shindaiwa, Wacker, Titan,
airless, Echo, Honda Engines, Snapper, Goldblatt, Briggs & Stratton,
and Grimmer Schmidt

Propane

• Sand #4 (for water tanks)
• Rock #3 • ¾ minus base coarse
• Cinders, red & black
• Pier blocks, misc. concrete prods.

7:30 – 5:00, M – F
Sat. 8:00 – 12:00, Closed Sun.

929-9666
Hours

USED MOTOR OIL DROP OFF: 10-gallon limit per visit for
Do-It-Yourself oil changers. Must log in during open
hours only (no charge).

WATER DELIVERY
Wai Moku

CALL RUDY
929-9222

University classes offered in the Hawai-
ian language is a goal of Sen. Kai Kahele, 
whose family is from 
Miloli‘i and father Gil 
Kahele served as a state 
Senator from the district 
that included Ka‘ū. Kai 
Kahele, who now repre-
sents Hilo in the Hawai‘i 
Senate, authored a bill 
that made it through the 
double deferral filing 
deadline in March.

Senate Bill 848, House Draft 2 would 
authorize an Olelo Hawai‘i pilot project at 
any of the ten University of Hawai‘i cam-
puses. “The na‘au (core) of the bill is the 
opportunity to provide the pursuit of higher 
education at our state university through the 
medium of Hawaiian language,” he said. 
Kahele said the implementation will take 
time, with initial focus on general educa-

tion core requirement. He described the 
plan as “great for the University of Hawai‘i 
and the hundreds if not thousands of keiki 
across the K-12 Hawaiian language immer-
sion schools.” See the bill and submit tes-
timony, comments at http://capitol.hawaii.
gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&bill
number=848.

Kahele said he is also concerned about 
rising tuition at the UH main campus, with 
the cost averaging $11,000 per year. Even 
though a bargain compared to some other 
state universities, he noted that fewer stu-
dents have registered each year since 2009 
and that overall cost of living and tuition can 
be less expensive on the mainland. “Higher 
education is slowly becoming out of their 
reach,” he said, referring to the local student 
enrollment.

He noted that since 2009, annual state 
support of the university has dropped by 
$32 million.

Son of Miloli‘i Seeks Support for UH Classes in Hawaiian

Senator Kai Kahele, whose late father Gil Kahele comes from Miloli`i, is proposing University 
of Hawai‘i core courses to be taught in the Hawaiian language.  Photo by Kai Kahele

Sen, Kai Kahele

cy in connection with the deportation of un-
documented immigrants who have not been 
convicted of committing a violent crime.” 

Testimony supporting the resolution 
came from many organizations, including the 
Filipino-Anercian Citizens League, Filipi-
no-American Advocacy Network, Japanese 
American Ctizens League, Imua Alliance, 
American Civil Liberties Union, Hawai‘i 
J-20+, Young Progressives Demanding Ac-
tion, Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest 

Kāwā Meeting, pg. 23

The draft plan recommends controlling 
animal predators that could threaten native 
species, managing the vegetation and human 
activities, recognizing the cultural resources, 
nominating Kāwā as a historic district, des-
ignating Kāwā as an area for subsistence 
fishing, banning bulldozing, and maintaining 
“the sense of place.” 

The plan also recommends amend-
ing the County Charter so that stewardship 
grants could cover the cost of labor and the 
cost of educational programs. Sham and 
Fa‘anunu emphasized that it would take a 
collective effort to reach a common goal to 
protect and steward Kāwā for the communi-
ty. They asked for comments from members 
of the audience, many of whom came from 
Ka‘ū places ranging from Wood Valley and 
Pāhala to Wai‘ōhinu and Ocean View. Sham 
and Fa‘anunu often paraphrased community 
suggestions on large sheets of paper.

The first topic for community discussion 
was the County’s Stewardship Grant fund. 
Ka‘ū residents questioned why, with so much 
in the fund, so few grants have been made.

The Stewardship Grants are funded by 
the Public Access, Open Space and Natural 
Resources Commission. In 2012, Hawai‘i 
County voters approved a “Quarter Per-
cent Fund” to maintain properties acquired 
through the “Two Percent Fund.” Nonprofit 
organizations must apply to the Department 
of Parks and Recreation for PONC Stew-
ardship Grants to conserve and manage the 
County’s open spaces. As of December 1, 
2016, the PONC Maintenance Fund had a 
balance of $1,882,099. Four applications for 
funds to steward Kāwā are making their way 
through the system.

Shelley Mahi-Hanai was among the 
more vocal members of the audience, often 
raising involved legal objections to the coun-
ty’s ownership of the land. Sham repeatedly 
invited Mahi-Hanai to conference after the 
meeting. Mahi-Hanai has supported Abel 
Lui in his hard-fought battle to prove his 
ownership of Kāwā. Lui was evicted from 
the land by the County in 2012 after living 
there for many years.

The question of easy access for kūpuna 
and the handicapped was raised. A young 
Ka‘ū resident replied that although he is 
fit now, he realizes that one day he may 
be handicapped. He asked the meeting at-
tendees to understand that Kāwā is a sacred 
place, and not every sacred place should 
be made accessible to everyone. He admit-
ted that this was “unfortunate” for some, 
but “no Hawaiian would want a road dozed 
into this.” Many in the meeting voiced their 
agreement. “Back in the days, no vehicle 
came in here,” asserted a resident, to which 
some in the audience replied “Amen!” One 
person opined that the community should 

Kāwā Meeting, cont. from pg. 1

Ho‘okipa, cont. from pg. 20 and Hawai‘i, Aloha Dream Team, Hawai‘i 
Friends of Civil Rights, Muslim Association 
of Hawai‘i, Nursing Advocates & Mentors, 
as well as church leaders, professors, stu-
dents, attorneys and many other individu-
als. One petition asked that Hawai‘i bccome 
an official Sancturary State and Honolulu a 
Sanctuary City.

See testimony at http://www.capitol.ha-
waii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HR&
billnumber=76&year=2017

Community, government and family members connected to the oceanfront land at Kāwā con-
verged on a presentation of a draft management plan.  Photo by Ann Bosted



Special events 
at Kīlauea Visitor 
Center lānai cel-
ebrate the 54th an-
nual Merrie Mon-
arch Festival. On 
Tuesday, April 18, 
practitioners share 
lau hala (weaving 
of the pandanus 
leaf), lomilomi 
(traditional Ha-
waiian massage), 
hū kukui (Hawai-
ian spinning top game) and ulana niu (co-
conut leaf weaving). Falsetto singer Kai 
Ho‘opi‘i performs.  

Practitioners on Wednesday, April 19 
share the arts of lei making (wili and hulu 
styles), pala‘ie (Hawaiian ball and hoop 
game) and kāpala mea ulu (Hawaiian plant 
stamping). The Young Brothers will perform 
local melodies.

Thursday, April 20’s special events 
include the arts of lei making, haku hulu 
(Hawaiian featherwork), ‘ohe kāpala (bam-

boo stamping) 
and kuku kapa 
(making fabric 
from bark cloth). 
Multiple Nā Hōkū 
Hanohano award-
winning com-
poser, singer and 
musician Ken-
neth Makuakāne 
performs.

The cel-
ebration is part 
of Hawai‘i Vol-

canoes’ National Park’s ‘Ike Hana No‘eau 
“Experience the Skillful Work” free work-
shops. All events take place from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. each day.
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KA PEPA VOLCANO

The Friends of Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park is 
hosting our next volunteer Forest Restoration Project on 
April 14, 2017. We will be working at the Kahuku unit of 
the park, planting native seedlings in an area where we 
have been working for over 10 years. If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Patty Kupchak at forest@
fhvnp.org or (808) 352-1402 by  Monday evening  April 
10th.  Registration is required. Mahalo!

WWW.FHVNP.ORG  •  985-7373

Friends oF Hawai’i Volcanoes national Park

FOREST RESTORATION 
PROJECT IN KAHUKU

FRIDAY. APRIL 14 . 9AM-3PM

Ānuenue, the new art exhibit in Volcano 
is open through May 14 at Volcano Art Cen-
ter Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. The fine art exhibition features silk 
paintings and scarves by Clytie Mead and 
glass by Hugh Jenkins and Stephanie Ross. 
An opening day reception was held on April 
1.

Ānuenue, the Hawaiian word meaning 
rainbow, refers to a multicolored arc in the 
sky caused by the refraction of light within 
droplets of water in the air. Ānuenue appear 
more frequently in Hawai‘i than in many 
other places due to the fact that Hawai‘i is 
surrounded by water.  To many Hawaiians, 
the ānuenue is the sign of an ali’i being near.  
Hawai‘i is well known for its beautiful, fre-
quent rainbows.

The exhibit reflects upon the abundant 
spectrum of colors within Hawai‘i’s fre-
quent ānuenue and its many varying land-
scapes. The artists have focused on the col-
ors presented within the life-giving blend 
of the sun and rain, while exploring very 
diverse media. “Hugh Jenkins and Stepha-
nie Ross explore rich pigments added to 
their glass vessels, while Clytie Mead paints 
with colored dyes on silk, a much softer pal-

ette,” said Emily C. Weiss, of 
Volcano Art Center Gallery. 
“The combination directly 
reflects our varying ānuenue, 
sometime so bold you can’t 
miss it, while other times so 
subtle they are hard to see.”

Jenkins and Ross, a hus-
band and wife team, also op-
erate Big Island Glass and 
Art Gallery in Honoka‘a. To-
gether, they have blown glass 
since 1996, collaborating on 
highly colored blown glass 
vessels. In 1998, they decided 
to leave their long teaching 
careers in Honolulu and seek 

an appropriate location for their own glass 
studio. They are now proud to be considered 
a nationally recognized studio in the use of 
renewable energy, with reclaimed cooking 
oil as their main fuel source. For this ex-
hibit, the team states, “We are inspired by 
the colors in nature and of the places where 
we have experienced rainbows. Through a 
range of views and colors schemes, we hope 
to share our admiration for the joy that na-
ture provides.”

Award-winning artist Clytie Mead re-
ceived a Bachelor of Fine Art in painting 
from Carnegie Mellon University and a 
Masters of Art in Architectural History from 
Cornell. She works in a number of media, 
including traditional watercolor, however 
watercolor on silk is her favorite. This Asian 
technique combines with a western artis-
tic vocabulary to form the style she is best 
known for. Inspired by the abundant beauty 
of the tropical paradise she lives in, Mead 
paints flowers and indigenous plants. Some 
designs incorporate birds, butterflies and 
even land snails. Her recent work includes 
tapa design borders. In featuring less well-
known native flowers, the artist’s goal is to 
draw attention to rare and often endangered 
treasures of Hawai‘i. In this exhibit, Mead 
focuses on the ‘ōhi‘a lehua blossom, which 
is newly threatened by the devastating fun-
gal disease, Ceratocystis fimbriata. “I have 
painted a series of five paintings of lehuas to 
bring awareness to the plight of this flower 
that is so important in the Hawaiian culture,” 
she said. “Never has the native forest been 
more in need of the magic healing powers of 
ānuenue. I encourage all to appreciate them 
in a way that will not spread this horrible 
disease.”

Mead now lives and works in the rural 
community of Ahualoa with her husband.  
Her work has been exhibited in Hong Kong 
and Japan and is in many private collections 
in Hawai‘i and the U.S.

Clytie Mead’s works for Ānuenue feature ‘ōhi‘a 
lehua.  Photo from VAC

Keiki learn ‘ohe kāpala with Ranger Rebecca.  Photo from NPS

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park Honors Merrie Monarch

Ānuenue Exhibit at VAC Gallery
Some of the current research includes 
• mapping the distribution of ROD, 
• using remote sensing techniques to dis-

cover locations of stressed trees that may 
be infected, 

• using computer modeling and geographic 
information systems to examine land-
scape or ecological patterns of the disease, 

• monitoring long-term forest plots to learn 
how the disease progresses over time in a 
given location, 

• DNA test improvement to increase ability 
to test for ROD in the field and lab, 

• DNA testing on beetle and beetle-made 
frass, 

• frass trapping to see how much is being 
carried by wind, 

• testing fungicides for effectiveness 
against Ceratocystis

• testing different varieties of ʻōhiʻa to 
search for ROD resistance and 

• testing best methods for preventing 
spread of ROD.
More information can be accessed at 

https://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/rod/HOME.
aspx.

Wounded ‘Ōhia, cont. from pg. 19



accept the ‘āina as it is and “not change it for 
our convenience.”

A young man raised the is-
sue of climate change and sug-
gested that the plan take into 
account anticipated higher sea 
levels and higher storm surge, 
which scientists predict for the 
coming decades. 

A 100-acre strip of pri-
vately owned land in the mid-
dle of the county-owned lands 
along the coast was pointed 
out as a potential threat to the 
plan if the private owners are 
not supportive of its goals. Ac-
cording to county records, there are 31 own-
ers on the deed, two of them deceased. The 
owners have addresses on the Big Island and 
O‘ahu, as well as the mainland. The property 
is zoned Conservation. The flag lot extends 
from Hwy 11 to the coast at Pu‘uo Point and 
lies to the north of Kāwā Bay.

Sham pointed out that the state owns 
2.13 acres encompassing the Kāwā pond, and 
1.147 acres that was a school grant. Other 
privately owned holdings are a .65-acre lot 
and a quarter-acre lot.

Clarissa Pua wanted to know why the 
pond is “no longer flowing,” saying, “We de-
pend on that.” Other residents claimed that 
invasives in the pond had been holding the 

sand, but that by removing the vegetation, the 
sand partly filled the pond and blocked the 
freshwater inlet. A resident told the meeting, 

“We used to dive in the pond, 
but now it is all filled in. Hīlea 
Iki, the stream, is clogged. I see 
the kūpuna cry when they see 
how it is now.”

After the meeting, Clarissa 
Pua and her husband, Duane 
Pua, shared their thoughts. 
Clarissa said that Duane’s 
‘ohana grew up in the area. His 
nephew used to clean out the 
ponds. Duane agreed that re-
moving foliage let the sand in. 
“It’s going to be hard to remove 

the sand. The feeder into the pond has been 
closed since August.”

The Puas said that Townscape and the 

County should have had “a meeting with 
all the families and get all the views. Forty 
people is not enough. There are grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren who are con-
nected to the ‘āina and should be included,” 
said Duane Pua. “I don’t mind walking in to 
Kāwā – I walk in from Punalu‘u.”

Vice-president of Hawai‘i Wildlife 
Fund, Megan Lamson, who organizes Ka‘ū 
Coast Clean-ups, has brought volunteers to 
clear invasive grasses from the estuary and 
fishpond since 2014. In a grant application, 
Lamson (not in attendance at the meeting) 
wrote: “Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund hopes that 
this restoration work will allow the native 
reeds (nanaku) and other native coastal veg-
etation … to repopulate and fill in the stream-
bed and intertidal zones, thereby increasing 
the available dissolved oxygen in the estuary 
for aquatic organisms.”

Mahi-Hanai told The Ka‘ū Calendar that 
she is concerned about lack of enforcement 
of rights of heirs, quoting legislation and 
terms such as “deliberate indifference.” She 
said she has researched old laws, including 
those connected with Prince Kuhio in 1919, 
and has a large binder of printed material. 
She said she hopes that the County will honor 
laws dating back to the Hawaiian monarchs.

With Honu‘apo also in public hands, the 
County and community partners are manag-
ing about 1,000 acres makai of Hwy 11, all 
lands along the Ka‘ū Coast that were former-
ly on the real estate market and up for sale for 
development.

Clarissa and Duane Pua 
suggested that the County 
talk to more than the 40 in-
terviewed for the draft plan

Photo by Ann Bosted

COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTERS
GOT CABLE? Why Settle! The Satellite Guy offers 
dish network anywhere on the Big Island. More 
channels, more choices, less money. Available where 
cable is not. The Satellite Guy. 929-9103.

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, 
Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work, 
New and remodel.

Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-
9222

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty 
Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 
929-8112, 936-8623.

FULL SIZE ELECTRIC KENMORE DRYER for sale for 
$125 in Nä‘älehu. Electric Space Heater, $100, almost 
new. Call 328-8979.

SERVICES AVAILABLE
House/Pet Sitter available for days, weeks or months 
in the Kau district. I respect and appreciate caring for 
your sacred space and beloved pets. Call/text Robin @ 
808.741.6730

Kāwā Meeting, cont. from pg. 21

The 2017 Jazz in the Forest series con-
tinues with performances on Saturday, April 
8 at Volcano Art Center’s campus in Vol-
cano Village, featuring Jeannine Guillory 
with Jean Pierre Thoma & the Jazztones. 
The Jazz in the Forest concert 
series “offers an extraordinary 
opportunity to hear the high-
est caliber jazz – anywhere – 
up close and personal,” said 
Thoma.

Two shows are offered, 
with a matinee at 4:30 p.m. 
and an evening performance 
at 7 p.m. Tickets for the 
matinee show are $18 for 
VAC members and $20 for 
non-members.

An acclaimed vocalist in 
Hawai‘i, Guillory has a back-
ground in Jazz, Reggae, Pop, 
Rhythm and Blues that “lends 
to a strong, versatile sound and energy that 
gets her audience and peers alike to stand up 
and applaud her amazing voice and on-stage 
presence,” Thoma said.

Guillory has studied Jazz and Classical 
music as well as musical theatre. She most 
recently played the part of Sheila Bryant in 
A Chorus Line. Guillory has performed at 
venues throughout Europe, South America 
and the United states. Stage performances 
include the renowned Montreux Jazz Festi-
val in Switzerland and the Big Island Jazz 
Festival. She is a former vocalist with the 
internationally known reggae/jazz group 
Groundation, which continues to tour the 

globe.
Guillory is currently a popular main-

stream vocalist with Pacific Fusion and Is-
land Express throughout Kailua-Kona and 
along the Kohala Coast.

Jean Pierre Thoma is a 
world-traveled professional 
musician on flute, saxophone  
clarinet and piano, with expe-
rience throughout America, 
France, Japan, India and Is-
rael. He holds two master’s 
degrees in music and has been 
a public and private school 
teacher as well as member 
of numerous jazz and clas-
sical ensembles, such as the 
Maui and Marin Symphonies. 
He is the leader of the Jazz-
tones: Raga Jazz (with Sa-
rangi, synth guitar and bass):  

a member of Royal Kona Harp 
Ensemble (three harps w two flutes and 
winds): Volcano Trio (two flutes and piano): 
performer at Holy Cross Church in choir 
and as instrumentalist; and pianist at restau-
rants and charity performances at Hospice 
and Life Care Centers. Now a music teacher 
in Hilo at the Pacific Academy of Music and 
the Kukuau Studio, he lives in Hilo..

Bassist Matt Spencer is a long time 
professional musician and multi-instrumen-
talist who has enjoyed a dynamic career 
primarily as a freelance musician, touring, 
recording and writing music with many 
different groups in many different styles. 
Playing bass, guitar and percussion, he 

covers a wide range of musical vocabulary 
from jazz to African, Brazilian to funk, and 
salsa to spiritual. Spencer has led his own 
10-piece salsa band, was musical director 
for the Cleo Parker Robinson dance com-
pany, toured with the Motet, Tony Furtado, 
and Kyle Hollingsworth, worked as a studio 
musician in LA and worked as a dance ac-
companist for many dance schools around 
the country. He integrates the consciousness 
of spiritual awareness into the technique and 
knowledge of the art of music.

Guitarist Fred Hee is originally from 
Honolulu and now lives in Volcano. He 
began playing at age 17 while at Punahou 
School and has been active ever since in 

America, Canada and the 
Bahamas, including trav-
eling with Solid Gold and 
playing in Hawai‘i with 
numerous groups. His ac-
tivities following his edu-
cation in computer science 
have led him to an inter-
esting career with the tele-
scopes of Hawai‘i.

The Wine and Beer 
Room will be open for 
attendees to enjoy before 
and after the concert. And 
as usual, an area has been 
set aside for dancing, so 
attendees don’t have to 
stay in their seats when the 
band starts to swing.

Ticket holders will be 
able to purchase Volcano 
Red Ale and Mauna Kea 

Pale Ale from Mehana Brewing Company, 
as well as wine before each performance. 
Pupus by ʻŌhelo Café will also be available 
for sale.

Tickets are available for sale online at 
volcanoartcenter.org, at VAC’s Administra-
tion Office in Volcano Village and VAC Gal-
lery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
The last day to purchase tickets online or at 
VAC Gallery is Friday, April 7. After that, 
tickets will be sold at the door if they are not 
sold out. Tickets will be held at will call on 
the day of the show or may be picked up any 
day before the show at VAC’s Administra-
tive Office from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Jazz in the Forest Offers an Intimate Jazz Experience

Jean Pierre Thoma.
Photo from VAC

Jeannine Guillory will share her vocal skills at Jazz in the Forest.
Photo from Jean Pierre Thoma



Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at www.kaunewsriefs.blogspot.com

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: We provide access to our activities without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, or 
disability. If you require reasonable modifications due to disability, please call Chris at 808-929-9550 ten working days prior to our event.

EVENTS INCLUDE:
Miss Ka‘ū Coffee Pageant
Saturday, May 13, Ka‘ū Coffee Mill, 928-0606

Pa‘ina & Open House
Friday, May 19, Pāhala Plantation House, 928-9811

Ka‘ū Coffee Recipe Contest
Sunday, May 21, Ka‘ū Coffee Mill, 928-0550

Ka‘ū Star Gazing
Monday, May 22, Makanau, 928-0550

Ka‘ū Mountain Water Systems Hike 
Wednesday & Thursday, May 24 & 25, Wood Valley, 928-0550

HO‘OLAULE‘A
Saturday, May 27, Pāhala Community Center, 929-9550
including farm and mill tours and  ‘Ka‘ū Coffee Experience’

Ka‘ū Coffee College
Sunday, May 28, Pāhala Community Center, 929-9550

www.kaucoffeefest.com
For more info and schedule of events, visit:

EVENTS FROM MAY 13th - MAY 28th

HO‘OLAULE‘A, SATURDAY, MAY 27

E X P E R I E N C E S  O F  H AWA I ‘ I  L O G O  G U I D E L I N E S :  S I Z I N G

Logo Sizing

3" AND LARGER
Main logo with "Hawaii Tourism Authority" on the bottom right

3" OR LESS
Logo without "Hawaii Tourism Authority"

MINIMUM SIZES
Print: 2 inches
Broadcast: 300 pixels
Online: 50 pixels

3 IN 

A U T H O R I T Y

2.5 IN 

A U T H O R I T Y


