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A planned lava boat tour out of Punalu‘u 
is cancelled, as of June 23, when Punalu‘u 
boat ramp owners, SM Investment Partners, 
associated with Roberts Hawai‘i, withdrew 
their agreement with Hang Loose Boat Tours, 
LLC. Community members reported to Rob-
erts that the boat tour company was damag-
ing the boat ramp and associated rock walls 
at historic Punalu‘u Wharf, using a backhoe 
in an effort to make the ramp wide enough 
for the Hang Loose tour boat. A group of pro-
tectors set up tents next to the ramp saying 
they would camp there to prevent excavation 
or any further damage.

On June 28, the state Department of 
Land & Natural Resources issued a Notice 
of Alleged Violations to the owner of Hang 
Loose Boat Tours, Simon Vilaj. DLNR chair 
Suzanne Case issued a press release that al-
leges Vilaj committed “Unauthorized Altera-
tion of Historic Properties and Unauthorized 
Land Use Within the Conservation District.” 

According to the statement, a site in-
spection by the state “revealed remnants of 
the historic Punalu‘u Wharf have been im-
pacted allegedly with heavy equipment, and 
significant ground disturbance has occurred 
within the State Land Use Conservation 
District.” The wharf displays an engraving 
showing its historic status – built by K. Ishii 
in 1919.

The notice to the Hang Loose owner 
further states that the changes to the wharf 
were “not reviewed nor authorized by the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
The matter will be scheduled for a decision 

Lava Boat Tour from Punalu‘u Wharf Cancelled

The federal Land and Water Con-
servation Fund, which has helped 
conserve tens of thousands of acres 
across the U.S. since 1964, some of 
it locally, would swallow an 84 per-
cent cut in President Donald Trump’s 
2018 federal budget, as proposed by 
the new U.S. Secretary of the Interior 
Ryan Zinke. 

The Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund, in place since 1964, receives 
$900 million annually from energy 

Trump Budget Would Slash Land Conservation Funding
companies drilling on the Outer Continen-
tal Shelf of the U.S. The purpose is to sup-
port National Parks and other federal, state 
and local conservation efforts with the non-
taxpayer funding.

Such funding, with the assistance of 
the late Sen. Daniel Inouye, helped double 
the size of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park 
through the purchase of the Kahuku Unit. It 
has also funded Ala Kahakai Trail purchas-
es and requests have been made to dedicate 
part of the funding toward acquisitions of 

thousands of acres around the Great Crack, 
Pōhue Bay and Waikapuna in Ka‘ū.

During Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee hearings in June, Sen. 
Mazie Hirono questioned the Secretary of 
the Interior, reminding Zinke:

“You said a number of times in re-
sponse to our questions that this budget is 
what a balanced budget looks like. Does 
this budget balance resource extraction with 
conservation?”

Renewed seismic activity at Lō‘ihi 
seamount, the underwater volcano 24 miles 
southeast of Pāhala and northeast of Kalae, 
is registering on Hawaiian Volcano Obser-
vatory equipment. More than 50 quakes 
were reported on the island chain’s young-
est and still submarine volcano in June.

Lō‘ihi is a also new feature on Hawai-
ian Volcano Observatory’s new website. 
The website change was part of an overall 
update to how the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Volcano Hazards Program (https://volca-
noes.usgs.gov) provides information to 
both the scientific community and the gen-
eral public. The new HVO website (https://
volcanoes.usgs.gov/hvo/) provides a portal 
to a wide range of information about the 
two ongoing Kīlauea eruptions and current 

Lō‘ihi Lights Up, More than 50 Quakes in June
unrest on Mauna Loa and Lō‘ihi, reports 
Volcano Watch, written by HVO scientists:

Somewhat coincident with the debut 
of HVO’s updated website, eagle-eyed 
web surfers have noticed recent increases 
in earthquake activity at Lō‘ihi. Although 
there are no seismic stations near Lō‘ihi,   
HVO has been tracking earthquake activity 
there from land-based seismic stations for 
over 50 years.

Since the end of February, HVO seis-
mic analysts have noted a slight uptick in 
the numbers of earthquakes near Lō‘ihi. 
From January 2015 through February 2017, 
there was, on average, one located Lō‘ihi 
earthquake per month. Since then, the rate 
of earthquakes has gradually increased. As 

Kahuku Unit of Hawai`i Volcanoes National Park 
was acquired, in part, with money from the Land and 
Water Conservation fund. Photo from NPS

Punalu‘u Wharf is usually a quiet place with local fishermen leaving at dawn, launching on the small boat ramp. In June, however, a tour boat 
company planned lava excursions to Puna with a 34 foot catamaran. The license to operate there was canceled.  Photo by Julia Neal



Hawai‘i on the Hill welcomed nearly 
75 Hawai‘i business leaders to meet with 
members of Congress and federal officials 
in June. It was the fourth annual Hawai‘i on 
the Hill Policy Summit, with representatives 
of diverse industries in Hawai‘i – including 
manufacturing, health care, transportation 
and others.

Among those participating were co-
sponsor Hawai‘i Chamber of Commerce, 
Hawai‘i County Council Vice-Chair Val-
erie Poindexter, Hawai‘i County, Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority, Hawai‘i Crop Improvement As-
sociation, Kona Coast Shellfish and Big Is-
land Candies.

Sen. Mazie Hirono, who initiated and 
hosts the event, said that “given the un-
certainties of the current administration, it 
has become more important than ever that 
Hawai‘i’s business community knows the 
D.C. landscape and can advocate for them-
selves. Bringing Hawai‘i businesses face-to-
face with our country’s top decision makers, 
Hawai‘i on the Hill continues 
to play an instrumental role in 
supporting our local industry. 
I’m pleased that in our fourth 
year we were able to connect 
nearly 70 local businesses 
with top officials.”

Hirono, Chamber of 
Commerce Hawai‘i Presi-
dent and CEO Sherry Menor-
McNamara, Hawai‘i state 
Senate President Ron Kouchi 
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& REAL ESTATE

Great location, 825 feet of highway frontage. Over 26 acres of vacant 
land with residential zoning. Views of the rolling hills of Ka‘ū with 

some views of the ocean. County water available to property. Perfect 
for development with zoning in place. $395,000 MLS 296626

Call for map and price list or your personal showing!
Charles A. Anderson, PB (RB 17210)

(808) 895-5554 charlie@bigisle.com 
Hawaii Pacific Brokers, LLC 65-1323 Kawaihae Rd.

 Kamuela, HI 96743 808-885-5557

NĀ‘ĀLEHU DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY!

www.BigIsle.com 

MOST EXPERIENCED SOLAR 
TECHNICIANS IN THE STATE:

OUTBACK FACTORY TRAINED AND CERTIFIED.

Solarman
Complete Solar Services

Established 1988

Office: 808-982-5708     Cell: 808-313-0608
consultdougnow@gmail.com

www.solarmanhawaii.com

Islandwide service
Big Island, Hawai‘i

Ka‘ū’s U.S. Senator Mazie Hirono welcomed business leaders from Hawai‘i to meet with 
members of Congress and federal officials at her annual Hawai‘i on the Hill Policy Summit in 
Washington, D.C. in June.

Hirono Hosts Hawai‘i on the Hill to Promote Local Businesses

and U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard kicked off the 
Policy Summit.

Gabbard thanked Hawai‘i business 
leaders and stakeholders for coming to 
Washington, D.C. and engaging with lead-

ers to increase economic opportunity for 
Hawai‘i. The group attended the fourth an-
nual Taste of Hawai‘i reception on Capitol 
Hill which featured over 70 members of 
Hawai‘i’s local business community, rang-

ing from food and beverage companies to 
representatives from energy, tourism and 
farming industries. Said, Gabbard, “They 
brought the aloha spirit with them, and lots 
of lei, making great connections and leaving 
a strong impression on policymakers and 
leaders in Washington.” 

Sen. Jack Reed, Ranking Member of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
gave a congressional update on defense 
policy issues. Sarah Ladislaw, Director and 
Senior Fellow for the Energy and National 
Security Program Center for Strategic & 
International Studies, answered questions 
about Hawai‘i’s renewable energy commit-
ments and the implication of withdrawing 
from the Paris Climate Agreement.

Kimberly Flowers, Director of the 
Global Food Security Project, shared in-
sights and lessons learned to help Hawai‘i 
develop local agriculture that is resilient to 

Hawai‘i on the Hill, pg. 4
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for the taking, appropriation, excavation, in-
jury, destruction, or alteration of any historic 
property or burial site, shall be subject to 
seizure and disposition by the State without 
compensation to its owner or owners.”

In addition to the historic preservation 
fines, the DLNR points to penalties for viola-
tions of Land Use Conservation District ad-
ministrative rules: 

“The BLNR may subject individuals 
to fines of up to $15,000.00 per violation in 
addition to administrative costs. If activity 
continues after written or verbal notice from 
the DLNR, willful violation may incur an ad-
ditional fine of up to $15,000.00 per day per 
violation for each day in which the violation 
persists.”

From Kona, Hang Loose offers a Morn-
ing Dolphin Adventure & Reef Snorkel, 
Kealakekua Bay Snorkel Tour, Manta Night 
Snorkel, Whale Watch and has had a photo of 
lava pouring into the ocean, but no lava tour 
offered on its website. Permits for lava tours 
from Poho‘iki in Puna are all taken, leaving 
Punalu‘u as the closest boat ramp with any 
opportunity for tour boat companies, if they 
were allowed there. 

Punalu‘u boat ramp is the only private 
boat ramp on the island, according to the state 
Department of Land & Natural Resources’ 
map of harbors and ramps.

Velaj said that he rented the old res-
taurant site at Punalu‘u from Roberts and 
planned to park his 34-foot, 24-passenger, 
aluminum catamaran there and launch it not 
more than once a day – on evenings when 
sea conditions were calm enough to take 

KA PEPA PÁHALA

AIKANE
PLANTATION
COFFEE COMPANY

www.aikaneplantation.com

Ka‘ū Coffee & Gifts

808-927-2252

Guide to Ka‘ū Churches
VOLCANO
• New Hope Christian Fellowship ................................................... 967-7129
• Volcano Assembly of God ..............................................................967-8191
PÄHALA
• River of Life Assembly of God .................................................. 928-0608
• Holy Rosary .....................................................................................928-8208
• Pähala Bible Baptist Mission ....................................................928-8240
• Pähala Hongwanji .......................................................................... 928-8254
• Wood Valley Tibetan Buddhist Temple & Retreat ................928-8539
NÄ‘ÄLEHU
• Assembly of God ............................................................................ 929-7278
• Iglesia Ni Cristo ................................................................................929-9173
• Jehovah’s Witnesses .....................................................................929-7602
• Kauaha‘ao Church ..........................................................................929-9997
• Latter Day Saints .......................................................................... 929-7123
• Light House Baptist.....................................................................939-8536
• Nä‘älehu Hongwanji Buddhist Temple -  
95-5693 Mamalahoa Hwy., Nä‘älehu, Hi 96772

• Sacred Heart....................................................................................929-7474
• United Methodist .......................................................................... 929-9949
• Christian Church Thy Word Ministry   ........................................936-9114 

Nä‘ähelu Hongwanji, Sundays 10 a.m.
OCEAN VIEW
• Kahuku UCC .....................................................................................929-8630
• Ocean View Baptist Church ........................................................430-8268 

Worship Service: Sunday, 1 p.m. Ocean View Community Center. All 
are welcome! 

• OV Evangelical Community Church ...........................................939-9089
• St. Judes Episcopal .....................................................................939-7000
• Divine Faith Ministries 929-8570 (non-denominational) meets 
Ocean View Community Center 10 am Sundays, Children, Youth, Bible 
Study. Call for more information .

• Church of Christ......................................................................... 928-0027  
Back to the Bible! 9 am, Bible class studying Romans. Worship 10A.M. 
Expository lessons from N.T. Books

Lava Boat Tours, pg. 6

by the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
at a time and date to be announced.”

Also under investigation are allegations 
that the company left two piles of dirt on the 
shore after attempting to excavate land and 
stones to create a new launching place for 
the Hang Loose boat.  The DLNR is “is also 
attempting to work with the land owner on 
mitigation measures with respect to potential 
impacts in the ocean,” the DLNR stated.

The DLNR referred to State of Hawai‘i 
historic preservation laws, which provide 

Lava Boat Tours, cont. from pg. 1 that “it is a civil 
and administra-
tive violation for 
any person to 
take, appropriate, 
excavate, injure, 
destroy, or alter 
any historic prop-
erty or burial site 
during the course 
of land devel-
opment or land 
alteration activi-

the community group ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou and a 
Punalu‘u waterman and resident, as well as a 
former County Council member. It was also 
emailed to current County Council member 
Maile David.

The letter came from Roy Pfund, of SM 
Investment Partners. SM owns the ramp, old 
restaurant site and other resort, open, residen-
tial, commercial and golf course property at 
Punalu‘u.

The letter from SM to Hang Loose 
states: “We have received information from 

Earl Louis confronts Simon Velaj who hoped 
to run tour boats from Punalu‘u. 

Photos from Demetrius Oliveira
passengers.

After running his boat from waters off 
Punalu‘u to the lava entry, he said, the esti-
mated time to reach the viewing area would 
have been about 40 to 50 minutes on a calm 
evening. He estimated the tour would have 
been about three hours with about a half hour 
of viewing the lava offshore.

The cancellation was emailed to Hang 
Loose as well as Guy Enriques, founder of 

Boat ramp protectors camped out to oversee the ramp after damage was 
done.

Punalu‘u beach pohaku.

ties, without obtaining the re-
quired approvals; and State 
of Hawai‘i Administrative 
Rules for land use(s) within 
the State Land Use Conserva-
tion District state that no land 
use (s) shall be conducted in a 
Conservation District unless a 
permit or approval is first ob-
tained from the DLNR or the 
Board of Land and Natural 
Resources (BLNR).”

“It is alleged that Mr. 
Valej failed to obtain any such 
approvals from the State,” the 
DLNR points out.

The historic preservation 
violation statute states: “Any 
person who violates this sec-
tion shall be fined not more 
than $10,000 for each sepa-
rate violation. If the viola-
tor directly or indirectly has 
caused the loss of, or damage 
to, any historic property or 
burial site, the violator shall 
be fined an additional amount 
determined by the court or an 
administrative adjudicative 
authority to be equivalent to 
the value of the lost or dam-
aged historic property or buri-
al site. Each day of continued 
violation of this provision 
shall constitute a distinct and 
separate violation for which 
the violator may be punished. 
Equipment used by a violator 
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Land Conservation, cont. from pg. 1

Lō‘ihi, cont. from pg. 1

Hawai‘i on the Hill, cont. from pg. 2

Her line of questioning set the stage to 
bring up the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. Hirono pointed out that it was created 
over 50 years ago to balance natural resource 
extraction with conservation of the nation’s 
land and water resources. In recent years, 
LWCF has provided critical land acquisition 
funding for Hawai‘i’s Island Forests at Risk  
proposal. However, the Trump Administra-
tion’s fiscal year 2018 budget zeros out all 
funding for land acquisitions from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund.

“When you were here for confirmation 
hearings you were a big supporter…of the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund. That 
fund is supposed to be a conservation pro-
gram that is funded by oil drilling revenues 
and yet this fund is cut by 84 percent,”  said 
Hirono.

“The reason that I’m particularly inter-
ested in the strength of the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund is that it is a very bipar-
tisan-supported fund.  Hawai‘i has submit-
ted a proposal that obtains funding from the 
LWCF and our proposal is called  Island 
Forests at Risk. It protects water resources, 
improves ecosystems, etc. So has your com-
mitment to the LWCF changed? Because 
this fund is cut by 84 percent in the Presi-

This non-taxpayer funding from oil and gas companies to support conservation would be cut 
by 83 percent in the new Trump budget. 

Image from Land & Water Conservation Fund Coalition

dent’s budget, which you support.”
Since her service began in the U.S. 

House of Representatives, before she be-
came Senator, Hirono has been working to 
secure federal support for land acquisitions 
in Hawai‘i and has been a strong supporter 
of federal resources for conservation.

For the first time in FY 2016 the Obama 
Administration’s budget ranked  Island For-
ests at Risk  high enough for the National 
Park Service and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice to acquire lands that protect native for-
ests and watersheds that are essential to the 
recovery of threatened and endangered spe-
cies and cultural resource protection, said 
Hirono.

Additional funding for purchasing 
these parcels was provided in FY 2017. 
“However, zeroing out funding for land ac-
quisitions in the FY 2018 budget proposal 
could halt these important conservation ef-
forts,” said Hirono.

The Trump Administration’s FY 2018 
proposed budget for the Department of the 
Interior is $11.8 billion, a 12 percent over-
all cut below funding provided in FY 2017, 
and the LWCF is not the only conservation 
program that will take a major hit if the FY 
2018 funding levels are approved by Con-
gress.  The budget also includes a 13 per-

of June 22 there were 51 located earthquakes 
in the Lō‘ihi region in this month alone.

Without permanent seismic stations at 
Lō‘ihi—because the highest point of the 
volcano is still a kilometer (0.6 mi) under 
water—it is not possible to locate earth-
quakes there as accurately as at Kīlauea or 
Mauna Loa. However, HVO can state that 
the June 2017 earthquakes appear to be 
clustered roughly 10–12 km (6–7 mi) below 
sea level and extend from beneath the sum-

mit region of Lō‘ihi to the south.
Interestingly, according to HVO sci-

entists, the roughly 170 earthquakes lo-
cated in the area of Lō‘ihi between 2010 
and 2016 occurred away from the summit 
region. They were primarily beneath the 
northern flanks of Lō‘ihi, and extended to 
significantly greater depths below the vol-
cano. The significance of this difference is 
unclear.

As early as 1952, HVO scientists inter-
preted occasional earthquake swarms in the 

drought and climate change.
Chris Jennings, Founder and President 

of Jennings Policy Strategies, Inc. and for-
mer Deputy Assistant to President Obama 
for Health Policy and Coordinator of Health 
Reform, discussed potential implications of 
the American Health Care Act and provided 
a future outlook of health care in America. 
Mike Fullerton, Director of Public Affairs 
for Brand USA, discussed his outlook for 

cent reduction in National Park Service’s 
budget, a 15 percent reduction in the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s budget, a 14 percent 
reduction in U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s 
budget, and a 22 percent reduction in the Of-

fice of Insular Affairs’ budget from FY 2017 
levels.

The National Park Service and USGS 
are important employers in Ka‘ū.

Lō‘ihi region as reflecting active volcanism 
there. In fact, the earthquakes were key to 
recognizing that the seamount is actually an 
active volcano.  

Earthquake activity alone does not con-
clusively indicate that Lō‘ihi is erupting. But 
the locations of recent earthquakes directly 
beneath the volcano’s summit region plau-
sibly suggest magmatic or volcanic origin, 
such as adjustments within the magma res-
ervoir or volcanic edifice. We would, how-
ever, expect to see many more earthquakes 
associated with an eruption.

The most recent confirmed eruption 
of Lō‘ihi occurred in 1996. That year, an 
energetic earthquake swarm began in July 
and quickly intensified, motivating a sci-
entific expedition to Lō‘ihi to seize an un-
precedented opportunity to possibly observe 
a submarine eruption. Thousands of earth-
quakes, including over a dozen with magni-

tudes greater than 4.5, were recorded from 
beneath the summit and south flank of the 
volcano between July and September 1996.

Subsequent viewing and mapping of 
the Lō‘ihi summit region showed that, con-
sistent with magma movement from be-
neath the summit area, a significant portion 
of it had collapsed. Fresh pillow lavas and 
glassy fragments collected during submers-
ible dives also confirmed the occurrence of 
an eruption.

Because Lō‘ihi is still so deep beneath 
the ocean’s surface, the USGS regards 
Lō‘ihi as a low- to very low-threat volcano. 
There are no immediate plans for additional 
monitoring instruments and HVO’s views 
of Lō‘ihi for the foreseeable future will be 
strictly seismological.

See https://volcanoes.usgs.gov/hvo/ 
and Volcano Watch every week at www.
kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com.

international visitors to the U.S., including 
travel and tourism trends. Michele Jawando, 
Vice President of Legal Progress at the Cen-
ter for American Progress, provided a judi-
ciary update.

Senate Democratic Leader Charles 
Schumer closed out the Policy Summit by 
thanking Hirono for her dedication repre-
senting Hawai‘i in the U.S. Senate and took 
questions on how business leaders can con-
tinue their advocacy for Hawai‘i.

See The Ka‘u Calendar in 
living color:

www.kaucalendar.com



Run at 4,000 feet on the slopes of one of 
the world’s most active volcanoes, Kīlauea.

The eighth annual Volcano Rain Forest 
Runs take place in Volcano Village on Satur-
day, Aug. 19. All runs start and finish at Coo-
per Center on Wright Road. The Half Mara-
thon begins at 7 a.m., followed by the 10K at 
7:45 a.m., 5K at 8 a.m., Keiki Run at 10 a.m. 
and the Zero Mile at 11 a.m.

Packet pick-up and late registration is 
Friday, Aug. 18 at Cooper Center from 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Help decorate the Finish Line. 10K 
and 5K participants can register race morning 
at Cooper Center Start Line from 5:30 a.m. to 
6:30 a.m. T- shirts are not guaranteed for late 
registrations, so register earlier. There is no 
race day registration for the Half Marathon.

Keiki ages 1-7 can register for the free 
100- or 200-yard dash online or race morning 
until 9:30 a.m. All entrants receive a ribbon 
and other goodies. Everyone is a winner at 
this event sponsored by Kīlauea Lodge.

Not a runner but want a medal? Join in 
the Zero Mile event. No training is necessary 

for this fundraiser for Friends of Hawai`i Vol-
canoes National Park. Everyone is welcome. 
Volcano Rotary Club offers BBQ Grill Lunch 
on race day from 9 a.m. until noon for $10. 

The family fun day features entertain-
ment for everyone with face painting and 
balloon animals, plus other craft booths, food 
booths, music, Taiko drums and more.

The Volcano Half Marathon is also the 
final event for the Big Island Half Marathon 
Triple Crown Series. All participants will 
have completed the Hilo, Kona and Volca-
no Half Marathons. And for the small elite 
group who have completed three years of the 
series – the TripleTriple Crown Award. 

Prices increase on Aug. 1, so sign up 
now for the lowest rates. Plus, you will get 
your name on special towels for sale at the 
event. Register for all events at volcanorain-
forestruns.com.

“Parking is limited within Volcano Vil-
lage, so come early and carpool, please,” said 
Race Director Sharron Faff. Parking lots are 
at Volcano Store and Thai Thai Restaurant on 

Old Volcano Road and within walking dis-
tance of Cooper Center. Old Volcano Road 
through the village will close to vehicle traf-
fic from 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 am.

Be sure to check out the maps for the 
events, as all participants are responsible for 
knowing their race route. If you’re not run-

ning or walking in one of the races, volunteer 
and have a great time supporting those that 
do. 

For more information, maps, FAQs, 
registration, etc., see volcanorainforestruns.
com, or call 967-8240.
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KA‘U SPORTS REPORT
Join the Fun at Rain Forest Runs through Volcano Village 

Annual Ulua Challenge Draws Fishermen to the Ka‘ū Coast
Fishermen camped and used their 

sturdy poles from the cliffs of South Point 
and all along the Ka‘ū Coast to the Puna 

and more distant shores for the annual Ulua 
Challenge competition in June. The winning 
ulua - giant trevally - weighing 86.2 lbs., 

was caught by Brandon Rainey. 
Tokunaga 

Store owner and 
sponsor Mike 
Tokunaga told Big 
Island Video News 
that this year's tour-
nament drew the 
most participants 
with hundreds pole 
fishing along the 
rugged coastline.

In second place 
was an ulua 82.5 
lbs. caught by Sean 
Farias. Third was 
82.2 lbs. by Reuben 
Llanes, fourth was 
75.9 lbs. by Bristan 
Savella. Fifth was 
72 lbs. by Mel Hi-
rayama. Sixth was 
69.7 lbs. by Barry 
Sugimoto. Seventh 
was 69.2 lbs .by 
Waymne Cypriano. 
Eighth was 68.9 
lbs. by Tyson Mar-
tinez. Ninth was 
67.6 lbs. by Kelson 
Kihe and tenth was 
66.1 lbs. by Kahana 
Ituaki.

In the Omilo - bluefin trevally division, 
first was 20.4 lbs., caught by Harry Bata-
lona. Second was 20 lbs. by David Llanes, 
third was 19.8 lbs. by Chat Kasonski, fourth 
was 19 lbs. by Joel Baptista, fifth was 18.7 

lbs. by Ransen Fernandez. Sixth was 18.4 

lbs. by H. Correa. seventh was 17.2 lbs. 
by Adrian Medallia. Eighth was 16.4 lbs. 
by Zyman Barawis. Ninth was 16.1 lbs. 
by Chris Llanes and tenth was 16.1 lbs. by 
Tommy Kasoga.

The winning catch at the Ulua Challenge was 86.2 lbs. pulled in by 
Brandon Rainey.                 Photo by Dave Corigan/Big Island Video News

Ulua Challenge Queen Cherokee Luker at the weigh in, following a week-
end of fishing for the giant fish along the coast, particularly along the 80 
miles of remote  shoreline in Ka‘ū.             Photo by Big Island Video News

Half marathon, 10K, 5K and Keiki Run will be offered in Volcano. 
Photo from Volcano Rain Forest Runs
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“A Proud Sponsor!”  
P.O. Box 130  

Pahala, HI 
928-8383  

GO TROJANS! 

Support the Ka`u High Sports and 
athletes with your advertisement here!   

Call 928-9811 or email 
mahalo@aloha.net 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water 
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult 
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 928-8177. 
 
Boys Basketball 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm 
●Sat, Feb 4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF @ Civic 
●Fri - Sat, Feb 17-18, BIIF @ Civic 
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @ O`ahu 
 
Wrestling 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA 10am 
●Sat, Feb 11, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 10am 
●Sat, Feb 18, BIIF @ Kamehameha 
●Fri – Sat, March 3 -4, HHSAA @ Blaisdell  
 on O`ahu 
 
 

Swimming 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u @ HPA, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF Trials 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF Finals 
●Fri – Sat, Feb 24 – 25, HHSAA @ 
 Kamehameha, Kea`au Campus 
 
JV Baseball 
●Sat, Feb 11,Ka`u @ Honoka`a, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 13, Ka`u vs Hilo, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 18, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 20, Ka`u vs Kamehameha, 
 1pm 
●Wed, Feb 22, Ka`u @ Konawaena, 
 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm 
 
 
SUPPORT TROJAN 
ATHLETES BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE 
KA`U SPORTS 
CALENDAR! 
 
THE CALENDAR 
IS DIRECT 
MAILED TO 
OVER 4,000 
POSTAL BOXES! 
 

Call 928-6471 Or 
email kausports 
calendar 
@runbox.com. 
 

Senior Pono Makuakane scores with a layup in a drill during 
varsity basketball practice. 

Congratulations 
JV Boys’ Basketball on your 
victory against Laupahoehoe! 

 
Girls’ and Boys’ Soccer on 

winning Pahoa! 
 

Wrestlers Dylan Rush - 1st 
Place, Colton Wong - 2nd Place 

and Travis Leka for his first 
season win at Konawaena!  

TEX PAHALA ♦ 928-8200 

Coach Sumida instructs his JV Basketball team while they drill 
different plays during an afternoon practice. 

Ka`u Athletic Department Steak Fry, Pick-
up will be on Mon, Feb 6, 4 – 6 p.m., 
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are 
$6 and can be purchased from any 
booster club or winter sport team 
member. Contact Laurie at 938-0214, 
Nick at 938-8247 or Ka`u High at  
928-2088. 
 
Ka`u High Athletic Booster Club meeting, 
Mon, Feb 13, 6 p.m., Ka`u High music 
room. Need volunteers to help in 
fundraising activities. Need materials 
and lumber to make recycle bins to be 
placed at the Pahala and Waiohinu 
transfer stations as part of a fundraiser. 
Anyone who can help with materials for 
building or has extra time to help with 
monitoring the recycling program, should 
also attend the meeting or call Laurie at 
938-0214 or Nick at 938-8247. 
 
The Pahala Swimming Pool is open 
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Pahala Plantation Cottages
Check out our Kamaaina Rates!

928-9811

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!!

Tell them you saw their ad in 
The Kaʻū Calendar!

Boys Volleyball
• Fri, May 3, BIIF Semi-finals
• Sat, May 4, BIIF Finals
• May 8-11, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Judo
• Sat, May 4, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Track & Field 
• Fri-Sat, May 10 & 1, HHSAA Tournament 
@ Mililani High School

Free Athletic Physicals in May
     Free physicals will be given at the medical 
mobile van located near the band room on the 
campus of Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary 
on select dates in May.  Visit the van on May 
6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17 which are the last days 
this school year to get a physical.  “In order to 
participate in middle school and high school 
athletics, you will need a current physical,” 
said KHPES Athletic Director Kalei Namoha-
la.  Forms can be picked up from the school 
office or athletic director.  “Take advantage of 
this free opportunity,” advised Namohala.
     For more information about next year’s 
athletic programs, call 928-2088.

 

M-F, 2-4 p.m. 

     
MAY 2013

We now work on Hybrids!

Front Row (l-R): Jay-R Abalos, David Pillette, Esteve Salmo, Rayden Peralta, Patrick Hondeneros, Carlos Uribe-
Buonos, Kaweni Ibarra, Judah Aldorasi, Head Coach Brian Dopp; Back Row (l-r): Shaenese Tailon, Shannen 
Pagnaniban, Marai Uyetake, Sheilah Balila, Kyra Malepe, Reina Aldorasi, Denisha Navarro, Deisha Gascon, Shyann 
Carvalho, Kristina Padrigo, Jennifer Tabios, Jami Beck, Marley Strand-Nicolaisen, Toni Beck. 
        Photo courtesy of the Kaʻū High Yearbook

ROYAL HAWAIIAN 
ORCHARDS, LP

Firefighters Needed,  Cont. from pg. 7
 Kaʻū High School girls softball season wrapped in 
April. Seniors Shaylin Navarro, Casey Koi, Kaila Olsen 
and Jenna Gascon ran an aloha lap  around the Pāhala 
ball field’s diamond on April 18. Coach Donald Garo said 
“This season was a good learning season. There many 
young girls coming onto the team. The seniors really 
helped the team stay together through their leadership.” 

Tiani Castaneda-Naboa will represent Kaʻū High at the State 
Judo Tournament held on Oʻahu on May 4.
Photo by Heather Castaneda-Naboa

Kaʻū High Varsity 
boys volleyball-  
Front (l-r): Head 
Coach Joshua 
Ortega, Cameron 
Enriques, Brian 
Gascon, Rodney 
Kuahiwinui, Jr., 
Greg Javar; Back: 
Grant Galimba, 
Donald Garo Jr., 
Randall “Tiger” 
Watson and Dal-
ton Hannahs. Pho-
to courtesy of Kaʻū 
High Yearbook

 At press time, members of the Kaʻū High track 
and field team had one more chance to qualify 
for states before the BIIF Tournament on May 3 
and 4 at the Kamehameha-Keaʻau campus. Team 
members Kristina Padrigo and Marley Strand-

Nicolaisen-Strand and Padrigo Qualify for States
Nicolaisen already received a berth to states after meeting the 
qualifications at previous track meets this season. 
 The team is coached by new Kaʻū High social studies 
teacher Brian Dopp.

Young Softball Teams Wraps Season with Energy for Next Year
James.
     While the ranks would love young volunteers 
to join, the departments are calling to any male or 
female over the age of 18 to sign up. Volunteers 
need to be a U.S. citizen and have a valid driver’s 
license. At training sessions held the third 
Tuesday of each month, potential applicants can 
meet other volunteers and learn more information 
about what is involved.
    Those interested in becoming a volunteer, can 
call the volunteer fire department at 961- one of 
the Kaʻū volunteer captains: Pāhala Ron Ebert, 
928-0027; Nāʻālehu Wade Baji, 929-9923; 
Discovery Harbour Terry James, 895-8133; and 
Ocean View Mack Goddard, 939-7602.

He said he is proud of Navarro. “Shaylin 
really made me proud this year. I wish the 
seniors good luck in what they choose to do 
after graduation.” Garo said he looks toward 
having a good season next year.

Spring Football Starts May 13 
     Spring football training will be held starting 
Monday, May 13 and will run until Friday, May 24. 
Practice happens after school from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m. at the Kaʻū High football field.  Interested 
athletes are reminded that they need a current physical 
to participate. Bring dress attire, T-shirt, workout 
shorts,  running shoes and cleats.

Kaʻū Tennis Reps at BIIFs
     At the BIIF tourney last month the Kaʻū High tennis 
team saw two winning rounds. Carlos Uribe-Bounos, 
boys singles, won his first round, but was eliminated in 
the second round. William Mitchell, also boys singles 
player, beat his opponent in the second round, but lost 
his third.  Boys first singles player Jemy-Ray Palancia  
and girls doubles team Romina Sembran and Marileah 
Lalin lost in the first round of play. 

Kaʻū High Yearbooks on Sale 
     Ka’u High School and Pahala Elementary 
yearbooks are still available for the following 
prices: $35 High school, $15 elementary/
middle school. A New feature with this edition 
is the ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ by Jostens, 
free with every yearbook purchase.  The 
school’s Time Capsule at ReplayIt.com is a 
supplementary feature that stores all photos 
used or unused in the development of the 
school yearbook.  With a yearbook purchase, 
a ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ code will be 
issued to allow students a chance to create their 
own digital yearbook to tell their unique story of 
the 2012-13 school year.

Kaʻū Summer Fun Registration     
     Summer Fun registration for keiki who completed grades 
kindergarten to six will be held May 6-9. In Ocean View,  
registration takes place from 1-4:30 p.m at Kahuku Park. 
Families can also register at their respective sites at Pāhala 
Community Center and  at Nā’ālehu Community Center. 
      The actual Summer Fun program will run from June 10- 
July 19, Mondays through Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu and from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in Ocean 
View.  Payment of $100 per child must be in cash, money 
order or a certified check. For more information, call Nona 
Makuakane at 928-3102.

A variance will allow half of the parking at the new gym to be on grassy areas. See story on page 7.

¯

Lava Tour Boat, cont. from pg. 3

‘O Ka‘ū Kākou 
Scholarships 
Total $4,000

The local community non-profit group ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou 
has given out $4,000 this year to students in higher educa-
tion. The volunteer organization has awarded scholarships 
based on academic achievement, community service, hon-
ors and awards and a written essay.

The following are the recipients: 
Emmett Enriques, who will be at-
tending California Baptist University; 
Tiare-Lee Shibuya, attending the Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i; Evan Enriques, 
attending Stanford University; Ro-
chelle Koi, attending the University 
of Hawai‘i; Addison Enriques, at-
tending Concordia University Irvine; Kamrie Koi, attend-
ing the University of Hawai‘i; Avery Enriques, attending 
Grand Canyon University; and Chloe Gan, attending Cali-
fornia State Polytechnic University.

Horsewoman Lorie Lee Lorenzo is not only a rodeo 
queen, Pā‘ū Queen and princess on horseback in parades, 
she is an author. 

She was recently named Grand Prize winner in The 
Great Barefootin’ Story Contest. Her story will be pub-
lished this summer’s issue of The Horse’s Hoof magazine. 
She receives a pair of Scoot Boots Innovative Hoof Boots, 
along with a subscription to The Horse’s Hoof, published 
by Wishing Welz Equine, LLC.

Lorenzo, a high school student who takes classes on-
line, lives in Pāhala a with her family. She has also been 
a winner in the Ka‘ū Coffee Recipe Contest at the Ka‘ū 
Coffee Festival and has submitted winning entries into the 
Ka‘ū Chamber of Commerce’s annual Beauty of Ka‘ū Art 
Contest.

Lorie Lee Lorenzo, rider and author

Lorenzo Authors 
Winning Great 
Barefootin’ Story

members of the community, including a city council mem-
ber, that rocks at the shoreline have been moved and trees 
have also been removed. You stated that you were in the pro-
cess of leveling some pillars at the boat ramp. These activi-
ties not only require Landlord approval, but require permits 
from the state and/or county government. We did not autho-
rize you to conduct any activities as described above nor can 
we condone this type of unlawful behavior, thus we have no 
option but to cancel your License Agreement due to your 
non-compliance.”

Velaj maintained that he was cleaning up the area, 
patched the road to the boat ramp, cleared away brush and 

cut some sharp metal sticking up out of concrete 
at the boat ramp that, he claimed, was dangerous 
to anyone. He said the metal was left over from 
commercial shipping days at Punalu‘u. He said 
to make the repairs on the old road and the area 
he used a small Caterpillar backhoe.

A community meeting had been called by 
Enriques and ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou to be held at the 
old Aspen Center at Punalu‘u, but was cancelled 
after the agreement to use the boat ramp was 
withdrawn from Hang Loose Tours.

Velaj said he has been a “good citizen” tour 
boat operator in Kona and hopes the Ka‘ū com-
munity will appreciate the repair of the road to 
the boat ramp and the cleanup of the area. He 
said he is sorry that his plans did not work out 
with the community.

Ka‘ū’s County Council member Maile Da-

A Hang Loose boat would have carried 24 passengers from 
Punalu‘u to the lava flow on on the Puna Coast. 

Photo from Hang Loose Boat Tours



The revitalized Pāhala-Ka‘ū High 
School Reunion has gained in popularity 
beyond all expectations,” said Joe Tat-
eyama, one of the promoters and docu-
mentarians of reunions and history of the 
school and its graduates. The reunion was 
held June 23 at the Las Vegas California 
Hotel & Casino.

After taking over sponsorship of the 
annual event from the Class of 1959 last 
year, the Class of ’66 increased participa-
tion to a packed 200 banquet attendees 
plus others who joined in for the ‘Ohana 
Night activities.

“Everyone had a wonderful time 
visiting old friends, exchanging stories, 
reminiscing about the old days and meet-
ing new attendees who came for the first 
time. Congratulations to the Class of ’66 
Reunion Committee for a job well done,” Tateyama said.

With the reunion spearheaded by a nucleus of Neal 
Kanda, Wanda Okinaka Lau, Priscilla Kai Shimamoto, 
Roxanne Galiza Gacayan, Gary Ota, Allen Yoshida and 

Robert Ahia with some special ‘Ohana Night assistance 
from Margaret Ebanez Burns and her ‘ohana, “the organiz-
ers can be extremely proud of their accomplishments from 
a very grateful alumni, Tateyama said.
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“A Proud Sponsor!”  
P.O. Box 130  

Pahala, HI 
928-8383  

GO TROJANS! 

Support the Ka`u High Sports and 
athletes with your advertisement here!   

Call 928-9811 or email 
mahalo@aloha.net 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A water 
aerobics class is taught from 9 to 10 a.m. Adult 
lap swim time is from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Recreational pool use is from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays and Fridays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 928-8177. 
 
Boys Basketball 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u vs Kealakehe, 6 pm 
●Sat, Feb 4 Ka`u @ HPA, 6pm 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF @ Civic 
●Fri - Sat, Feb 17-18, BIIF @ Civic 
●Wed – Sat, Feb 22 – 25, HHSAA @ O`ahu 
 
Wrestling 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA 10am 
●Sat, Feb 11, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 10am 
●Sat, Feb 18, BIIF @ Kamehameha 
●Fri – Sat, March 3 -4, HHSAA @ Blaisdell  
 on O`ahu 
 
 

Swimming 
●Fri, Feb 3, Ka`u @ HPA, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 4, Ka`u @ HPA, 12 noon 
●Fri, Feb 10, BIIF Trials 
●Sat, Feb 11, BIIF Finals 
●Fri – Sat, Feb 24 – 25, HHSAA @ 
 Kamehameha, Kea`au Campus 
 
JV Baseball 
●Sat, Feb 11,Ka`u @ Honoka`a, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 13, Ka`u vs Hilo, 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 18, Ka`u @ Pahoa, 1pm 
●Mon, Feb 20, Ka`u vs Kamehameha, 
 1pm 
●Wed, Feb 22, Ka`u @ Konawaena, 
 3pm 
●Sat, Feb 25, Ka`u vs Waiakea, 1pm 
 
 
SUPPORT TROJAN 
ATHLETES BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE 
KA`U SPORTS 
CALENDAR! 
 
THE CALENDAR 
IS DIRECT 
MAILED TO 
OVER 4,000 
POSTAL BOXES! 
 

Call 928-6471 Or 
email kausports 
calendar 
@runbox.com. 
 

Senior Pono Makuakane scores with a layup in a drill during 
varsity basketball practice. 

Congratulations 
JV Boys’ Basketball on your 
victory against Laupahoehoe! 

 
Girls’ and Boys’ Soccer on 

winning Pahoa! 
 

Wrestlers Dylan Rush - 1st 
Place, Colton Wong - 2nd Place 

and Travis Leka for his first 
season win at Konawaena!  

TEX PAHALA ♦ 928-8200 

Coach Sumida instructs his JV Basketball team while they drill 
different plays during an afternoon practice. 

Ka`u Athletic Department Steak Fry, Pick-
up will be on Mon, Feb 6, 4 – 6 p.m., 
outside the Ka`u High gym. Tickets are 
$6 and can be purchased from any 
booster club or winter sport team 
member. Contact Laurie at 938-0214, 
Nick at 938-8247 or Ka`u High at  
928-2088. 
 
Ka`u High Athletic Booster Club meeting, 
Mon, Feb 13, 6 p.m., Ka`u High music 
room. Need volunteers to help in 
fundraising activities. Need materials 
and lumber to make recycle bins to be 
placed at the Pahala and Waiohinu 
transfer stations as part of a fundraiser. 
Anyone who can help with materials for 
building or has extra time to help with 
monitoring the recycling program, should 
also attend the meeting or call Laurie at 
938-0214 or Nick at 938-8247. 
 
The Pahala Swimming Pool is open 
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Pahala Plantation Cottages
Check out our Kamaaina Rates!

928-9811

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!!

Tell them you saw their ad in 
The Kaʻū Calendar!

Boys Volleyball
• Fri, May 3, BIIF Semi-finals
• Sat, May 4, BIIF Finals
• May 8-11, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Judo
• Sat, May 4, HHSAA Tournament @ Oʻahu

Track & Field 
• Fri-Sat, May 10 & 1, HHSAA Tournament 
@ Mililani High School

Free Athletic Physicals in May
     Free physicals will be given at the medical 
mobile van located near the band room on the 
campus of Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary 
on select dates in May.  Visit the van on May 
6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17 which are the last days 
this school year to get a physical.  “In order to 
participate in middle school and high school 
athletics, you will need a current physical,” 
said KHPES Athletic Director Kalei Namoha-
la.  Forms can be picked up from the school 
office or athletic director.  “Take advantage of 
this free opportunity,” advised Namohala.
     For more information about next year’s 
athletic programs, call 928-2088.

 

M-F, 2-4 p.m. 

     
MAY 2013

We now work on Hybrids!

Front Row (l-R): Jay-R Abalos, David Pillette, Esteve Salmo, Rayden Peralta, Patrick Hondeneros, Carlos Uribe-
Buonos, Kaweni Ibarra, Judah Aldorasi, Head Coach Brian Dopp; Back Row (l-r): Shaenese Tailon, Shannen 
Pagnaniban, Marai Uyetake, Sheilah Balila, Kyra Malepe, Reina Aldorasi, Denisha Navarro, Deisha Gascon, Shyann 
Carvalho, Kristina Padrigo, Jennifer Tabios, Jami Beck, Marley Strand-Nicolaisen, Toni Beck. 
        Photo courtesy of the Kaʻū High Yearbook

ROYAL HAWAIIAN 
ORCHARDS, LP

Firefighters Needed,  Cont. from pg. 7
 Kaʻū High School girls softball season wrapped in 
April. Seniors Shaylin Navarro, Casey Koi, Kaila Olsen 
and Jenna Gascon ran an aloha lap  around the Pāhala 
ball field’s diamond on April 18. Coach Donald Garo said 
“This season was a good learning season. There many 
young girls coming onto the team. The seniors really 
helped the team stay together through their leadership.” 

Tiani Castaneda-Naboa will represent Kaʻū High at the State 
Judo Tournament held on Oʻahu on May 4.
Photo by Heather Castaneda-Naboa

Kaʻū High Varsity 
boys volleyball-  
Front (l-r): Head 
Coach Joshua 
Ortega, Cameron 
Enriques, Brian 
Gascon, Rodney 
Kuahiwinui, Jr., 
Greg Javar; Back: 
Grant Galimba, 
Donald Garo Jr., 
Randall “Tiger” 
Watson and Dal-
ton Hannahs. Pho-
to courtesy of Kaʻū 
High Yearbook

 At press time, members of the Kaʻū High track 
and field team had one more chance to qualify 
for states before the BIIF Tournament on May 3 
and 4 at the Kamehameha-Keaʻau campus. Team 
members Kristina Padrigo and Marley Strand-

Nicolaisen-Strand and Padrigo Qualify for States
Nicolaisen already received a berth to states after meeting the 
qualifications at previous track meets this season. 
 The team is coached by new Kaʻū High social studies 
teacher Brian Dopp.

Young Softball Teams Wraps Season with Energy for Next Year
James.
     While the ranks would love young volunteers 
to join, the departments are calling to any male or 
female over the age of 18 to sign up. Volunteers 
need to be a U.S. citizen and have a valid driver’s 
license. At training sessions held the third 
Tuesday of each month, potential applicants can 
meet other volunteers and learn more information 
about what is involved.
    Those interested in becoming a volunteer, can 
call the volunteer fire department at 961- one of 
the Kaʻū volunteer captains: Pāhala Ron Ebert, 
928-0027; Nāʻālehu Wade Baji, 929-9923; 
Discovery Harbour Terry James, 895-8133; and 
Ocean View Mack Goddard, 939-7602.

He said he is proud of Navarro. “Shaylin 
really made me proud this year. I wish the 
seniors good luck in what they choose to do 
after graduation.” Garo said he looks toward 
having a good season next year.

Spring Football Starts May 13 
     Spring football training will be held starting 
Monday, May 13 and will run until Friday, May 24. 
Practice happens after school from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m. at the Kaʻū High football field.  Interested 
athletes are reminded that they need a current physical 
to participate. Bring dress attire, T-shirt, workout 
shorts,  running shoes and cleats.

Kaʻū Tennis Reps at BIIFs
     At the BIIF tourney last month the Kaʻū High tennis 
team saw two winning rounds. Carlos Uribe-Bounos, 
boys singles, won his first round, but was eliminated in 
the second round. William Mitchell, also boys singles 
player, beat his opponent in the second round, but lost 
his third.  Boys first singles player Jemy-Ray Palancia  
and girls doubles team Romina Sembran and Marileah 
Lalin lost in the first round of play. 

Kaʻū High Yearbooks on Sale 
     Ka’u High School and Pahala Elementary 
yearbooks are still available for the following 
prices: $35 High school, $15 elementary/
middle school. A New feature with this edition 
is the ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ by Jostens, 
free with every yearbook purchase.  The 
school’s Time Capsule at ReplayIt.com is a 
supplementary feature that stores all photos 
used or unused in the development of the 
school yearbook.  With a yearbook purchase, 
a ReplayIt™ Time Capsule™ code will be 
issued to allow students a chance to create their 
own digital yearbook to tell their unique story of 
the 2012-13 school year.

Kaʻū Summer Fun Registration     
     Summer Fun registration for keiki who completed grades 
kindergarten to six will be held May 6-9. In Ocean View,  
registration takes place from 1-4:30 p.m at Kahuku Park. 
Families can also register at their respective sites at Pāhala 
Community Center and  at Nā’ālehu Community Center. 
      The actual Summer Fun program will run from June 10- 
July 19, Mondays through Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Pāhala and Nāʻālehu and from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in Ocean 
View.  Payment of $100 per child must be in cash, money 
order or a certified check. For more information, call Nona 
Makuakane at 928-3102.

A variance will allow half of the parking at the new gym to be on grassy areas. See story on page 7.

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
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The Class of ’66 organized this year’s Ka‘ū - Pāhala School reunion in June 
for graduates of all ages. It was well attended in Las Vegas. From Class of ’66 
are front row Henry Grace, Allen Yoshida, Robert Ahia, Neal Kanda. Back 
row Elaine Fukunaga Yamada, Doris Arakaki Grace, Roxanne Galiza Gacayan, 
Priscilla Kai Shimamoto, Wanda Okinaka Lau and Eva Taylor.

Class of ’66 Packs Ka‘ū High Reunion in Vegas

Class of ’42 member Jea-
nette Howard was the eldest 
graduate from Ka‘ū High and 
Pāhala School, attending the 
annual reunion in June in Las 
Vegas. 

Photo from Joe Tateyama

Doris "DD" Davis, 85, of Pāhala, 
flew to Honolulu and met with Gov. Da-
vid Ige in June for the state luncheon for 
Outstanding Older Americans. The lun-
cheon also celebrated Older Americans 
Month.The governor said he was "honored 
to be at such an event with outstanding 
Kupuna who have given so much to their 
communities." 

According to the Hawai‘i County Di-
rector of the Office of Aging, Kimo Alam-
eda, Davis accepted her award with pride 
and humor, "saying that she has never won 
anything in her life except for dinner tick-
ets at a restaurant which ended up closing 
before she could and redeem it."

Davis has held offices with various 
community groups in Ka‘ū and is an artist 
and author. 

She lives with her daughter Kerry 
Pitcher, son-in-law Alan Morse and grand-
son Kyle Pitcher in Pāhala.

Davis Commended by Governor
for Community Contributions

Everyone is invited to engage in authentic Hawaiian 
cultural practices and learn how Hawaiians live closely to 
the land as its stewards During Hawai῾i Volcanoes National 
Park’s 37th annual Hawaiian Cultural Festival. Enjoy hula 
and music, watch skilled practitioners demonstrate their 
art, and try your hand at Hawaiian crafts. The event held at 
Kīlauea Military Camp on Saturday, July 8 begins at begins 
10 a.m. and continues until 3 p.m.

This year’s festival again includes a BioBlitz, a fun and 
hands-on opportunity to observe and document the biodi-
versity that thrives in the lava flows and native rainforests 
of Kīlauea and Mauna Loa Volcanoes. Themed E Ho‘omau, 
the programs offer participants opportunities to perpetuate 
links to the living environment through experiencing and 
learning plants and animals in the park. Individuals and 

The medicinal use of Hawaiian plants is explained by 
Ka‘ohu Monfort at the 2016 Cultural Festival. 

NPS Photo by Sami Steinkamp

Culture & Nature at Festival, BioBlitz

Gov. David Ige and Doris Davis, of Pāhala
Photo by Kimo Alameda

organizations at the forefront of conservation, science and 
traditional Hawaiian culture lead a variety of field trips.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Saturday, July 8, 2017 
Nā‘ālehu Park

AFTER THE PARADE, JOIN US FOR:

For more information, contact OKK at 929-9872 or 
www.okaukakou.org

Shave Ice
Hot Dogs
BINGO/Luncheon

FREE 

EVENT

 Water Slides 
Bounce Houses

11:00 a.m.

Nā‘ālehu 
Independence Day

PARADE

Ham Radio Operators Potluck Picnic, Sun, July 
2, Manukā Park. All American Radio Emergency 
Service members, anyone interested in learning how 
to operate a ham radio and families are invited to 
attend. Dennis Smith, 989-3028

Painting with Peggy, Mon, July 3 & 17, 12 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. $20/$15 VAC 
members. 967-8222

Volunteer Fire Department Meeting, Mon, July 3, 4 
p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Fourth of July Breakfast Buffet, Tue, 6:30 – 11 a.m., 
Kīlauea Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Sweet bread French toast, 
omelet station, bacon, pork patties, breakfast potatoes, 
steamed rice, oatmeal with raisins, watermelon & a 
beverage. Adults $12; children 6 –11 $6. Open to 
authorized patrons & sponsored guests. Park entrance 
fees apply. 967-8356

Volcano Village Fourth of July, Tue, July 4. Parade 
begins at 9 a.m. at Post Office and ends at Cooper 
Center, where family festivities continue.

Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Meeting, Tue, July 4, 6 – 8 
p.m., Pāhala Community Center.

Open Mic Night, Wed, July 5, 6 – 10 p.m., Kīlauea 
Military Camp’s Lava Lounge in Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. Open to authorized patrons & 
sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply. Call 967-
8365 after 4 p.m. to sign up.

Ocean View Neighborhood Watch meeting, Thu, 
July 6, 7 p.m., Ocean View Community Center. 939-
2442 & 928-2015

Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death, Thu, July 6, 7 p.m., Volcano Art 
Center in Volcano Village. Dr. Lisa Keith, of USDA, 
discusses the fungus that is attacking and destroying 
‘ōhi‘a. Free.

Tropical Flower Arranging with Kaipo Ah Chong, 
Fri, July 7, 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano 
Village. $45 + $20 supply fee. 967-8222

Finian’s Rainbow, Fri – Sun, July 7 – 23, Kīlauea 
Military Camp Theater in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Kīlauea Drama &Entertainment Network 
presents its 15th annual summer musical. $20 general, 

hand at Hawaiian crafts. BioBlitz is a chance to join 
scientists and cultural practitioners and discover the 
biodiversity that thrives in the park. Cultural Festival, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; BioBlitz, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Atlas Recycling at South Point U-Cart, Sat, July 8, 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Connecting Cords: Hawai‘i Nei Invitational 
Exhibition, daily, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., July 8 – Aug 19, 
Volcano Art Center Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. The multi-media exhibit showcases 
works by eight artists focusing on fiber, form and 
function of Hawai‘i’s cordage plants. Opening day 
reception, 5 p.m.

Nā‘ālehu Fourth of July Festivities, Sat, July 8. 
Parade begins at 11 a.m.; Fun Day in the Park, & 
Senior Bingo & Luncheon at Community Center 
begin at 12 p.m. 929-9872

Jazz in the Forest, Sat, July 8, 4:30 & 7 p.m., Volcano 
Art Center in Volcano Village. Hal Glatzer with 
Jean Pierre Thoma & The Jazztones. $20/$18 VAC 
members. 967-8222

Kanikapila, Sat, July 8 & 22, 6 – 9 p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Methodist Church Hall. Acoustic instruments, drums, 
singers & dancers welcome. Desmond, 937-6305

What We Can Do Now to Data Recorded Way Back 
When, Tue, July 11, 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center 
Auditorium in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory geophysicist 
Paul Okubo describes a current look into seismograms 
from HVO’s first 100 years. Free; park entrance fees 
apply.

Lei Making Demo, Wed, July 12, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai in Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park. Local cultural practitioner Pua 
O’Mahoney teaches how to make traditional Hawaiian 
lei with natural materials that include leaves, flowers 
and more. Free; park entrance fees apply.

Red Cross Volunteer meeting, Thu, July 13, 7 p.m., 
HOVE Road Maintenance Corp. office. For volunteers 
and those interested in becoming volunteers. Hannah 
Uribes, 929-9953

Papa ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi, Fri, July 14, 6 – 7:30 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. This beginning 
Hawaiian language course continues for eight weeks. 
$90/$80 VAC members. 967-8222

Recycling at Nā‘ālehu School, Sat, July 15, 9 a.m. – 1 
p.m., Nā‘ālehu School Gym. Redeem your HI-5 sorted 
by type; receive 5 cents per container and additional 
20 cents per pound on all aluminum. Atlas Recycling 
donates 20 cents per pound on all aluminum redeemed 
to the school. 939-2413, ext. 230

Hula Performance, Sat, July 15, 10:30 a.m., hula 
platform near Volcano Art Center in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Kumu hula Kaho‘okele 
Crabbe with Halauolaokalani. Nā Mea Hula with 
Loke Kamanu & ‘ohana, 11a.m. – 1 p.m.

Mongolian BBQ, Sat, July 15, 5 – 8 p.m., Kīlauea 
Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Open to authorized patrons 
and sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply. 967-
8356 for more details.

Celebration of Health, Mon, July 17, 9:30 a.m. – 12 
p.m., Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji Mission. A gathering of 
oneness of groups practicing Good Health activities. 
Meditation with Velvet Replogle, Yoga with Stephanie 
Pepper, Tai Chi with Phillip Hema & Qi Gong 
with Shary Crocker. Nutritious snacks and dishes. 
Everyone welcome. 929-7647

Drawing in the Park, Tue, July 18, 11a.m., Volcano 
Art Center in Volcano Village. Ken Charon Free. 
967-8222

Wine and Watercolors, Tue, July 18, 4 – 7 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. 967-8222

Nā Wai Chamber Choir Performance, Tue, July 18, 
7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Dr. Jace Kaholokula Saplan 
leads this professional women’s vocal ensemble 
that celebrates the works of women, preserves 
and propagates Native Hawaiian music both past 
and present, and champions innovative repertoire for 
treble voices. Free; park entrance fees apply.

Hālau Nā Pua o Uluhaimālama Performance, 
Wed, July 19, 6:30 – 8 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor 
Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Hālau Nā Pua o Uluhaimālama, from Hawai‘i 
Island, is a hula dance troupe that perpetuates the 
culture and arts of hula. Led by Kumu Hula Emery 
Aceret, a student of Kumu Hula Ray Fonseca. Free; 
park entrance fees apply.

Family Reading Night, Thu, July 20, 5 p.m., Ocean 

Pāhala is one of the venues, and Ka‘ū 
enthusiasts can start dancing around the 
island in July. During Bon Dance season, 
dancers and musicians travel to Buddhist 
temples to join in the harvest season cere-
monies and entertainment to honor ances-
tors. Last year was the first time that a Bon 
Dance had been held in Pāhala since 1999. 
This year, it will be held on Sunday, Aug. 

20 at Pāhala Honwanji Mission.
Here is the complete round-the-island 

Bon Dance schedule for summer of 2017 
with phone contact:

Saturday, June 17 -  Papaikou Hong-
wanji Mission, 964-1640; Saturday, June 
24 - Honomu Hongwanji Mission, 963-
6032; Friday, June 30 - Puna Hongwanji 
Mission, 966-9981; Saturday, July 1 - Ko-
hala Hongwanji Mission, 775-7232 and 
Puna Hongwanji Mission, 966-9981.

Saturday, July 8 - Daifukuji Soto Mis-
sion, 322-3524; Kohala Jodo Mission, 
987-8495, Hilo Meishoin Mission, 935-
6996 and Pa‘auilo Hongwanji Mission, 
776-1369.

Friday, July 14 - Honpa Hongwanji 
Hilo Betsuin, 961-6677; Saturday, July 
15 - Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin, 961-
6677, Honoka‘a Hongwanji Mission, 775-
7232 and Keei Buddhist Church & Cem-
etery, 323-2993.

Saturday, July 22 - Hilo Hongwanji 
Mission, 935-8331, Kona Hongwanji Mis-
sion, 323-2993 and Papa‘aloa Hongwanji 
Mission, 962-6340.

Friday, July 28 - Hilo Daijingu, 959-
8611; Saturday, July 29 - Taishoji Soto 
Mission, 935-8407.

Saturday, Aug. 5 - Hawi Jodo Mis-
sion, 987-8495; Kurtistown Jodo Mission, 
936-7828 and Pa‘auilo Kongoji Mission, 
776-1474.

Saturday, Aug. 12 - Hamakua Jodo 
Mission, 775-0965; Hilo Higashi Hon-
gwanji Mission, 935-8968 and Kona 
Koyasan Daishiji Mission, 324-1741.

Friday, Aug. 18 - Life Care Center, 
959-9151; Saturday, Aug. 19 - Hakalau 
Jodo Mission, 963-6110; Kamuela Hong-
wanji Mission, 885-4481;

Sunday, Aug. 20 - Pāhala Hongwanji 
Mission, 928-8254; 

Saturday, Aug. 26 - Honohina Hong-
wanji Mission, 963-6032; and Pāhoa YBA 
Kaikan.

Pāhala Hongwanji will host one of the last Bon Dances of the season, Sunday. Aug. 20.
 Photo by Ron Johnson

Bon Dance Around the Island to Pāhala

$15 60+ and students, $12 12 & under. 982-7344 or 
kden73@aol.com.

Pancake Breakfast, Sat, July 8, 8 – 11 a.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. 939-7033

37th Annual Hawaiian Cultural Festival & BioBlitz, 

Sat, July 8, Kīlauea Military Camp in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Engage in Hawaiian cultural 
practices and learn how Hawaiians live closely to the 
land as its stewards. Enjoy hula and music, watch 
skilled practitioners demonstrate their art, and try your 
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View Community Center. 939-7033
Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thu, July 20, 5:30 p.m. 

929-9731 or 936-7262
OVCA Board Meeting, Thu, July 20, 6 p.m., Ocean 

View Community Center. 939-7033
HOVE Road Maintenance board of directors 

meeting, Tue, July 25, 10 a.m., St. Jude’s Church. 
929-9910

Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tue, July 25, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean View.

Vespers at Hānaiakamālama, Tue, July 25, 7 
p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. University of Hawai‘i-Hilo 
Performing Arts graduate Denyse Woo-Ockerman 
brings the audience into Queen Emma’s home as she 
contemplates her life, rich in family history and the 
weight of unexpected tragedy. Free; park entrance 
fees apply.

‘Ohe Kāpala Demonstration, Wed, July 26, 10 a.m. 
– 12 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Learn to create designs 
from traditional patterns using bamboo stamps (‘ohe 
kāpala). Free; park entrance fees apply.

Free Cooking Demo, Thu, July 27, 9:30 a.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Community Center. Learn how to prepare plant-based 
recipes that are Blue Zones-approved. Enjoy samples, 
meet people from your community, and join a walking 
or potluck group to win prizes. RSVP jade.iokepa@
healthways.com.

Coffee Talk, Fri, July 28, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Kahuku Unit 
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. An informal 
conversation on a wide variety of topics. Ka‘ū coffee, 
tea and pastries available for purchase. Free.

Ocean View Community Development Corp. 
meeting, Fri, July 28, 5 p.m., Hawaiian Ranchos 
office.

Kimchi Making, Sat, July 29, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. Aaron and 
Soohee Martinson introduce students to techniques 
used to make traditional Korean kimchi. 967-8222

Exercise & Meditation
Pāhala Pool Schedule: Adult Lap Swim Mon – Fri 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Sat/Sun 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.; Public 
Recreational Swim Mon – Fri 1 – 4:45 p.m., Sat/Sun 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. & 1 – 4 p.m. Closed Tue, July 4. 
928-8177 or hawaiicounty.gov/pr-recreation

Qigong Classes, Mon, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Hongwanji ($5); Thu, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Mark Twain 
Estates ($7). Forming new after-work class and maybe 
Saturday mornings. Beginners always welcome. 
Shary Crocker, 929-7647

Gentle Senior Yoga, Mon/Wed, 2:30 – 4 p.m., Nā‘ālehu 
Hongwanji. Cancelled through July. Senior price $10 
for 10 sessions. Stephanie Pepper, 937-7940

Pilates Plus, Mon/Wed, 4 – 5 p.m., Discovery Harbour 
Community Hall. Open to all ages. Exercise by 
DVD; bring your own equipment, ball and mat. Free 
w/donation of non-perishable food. Judy Knapp, 
939-8149

Zumba Fitness, Mon/Thu, 5:30 p.m.; Sat, 9 a.m., 
New Hope Christian Fellowship in Volcano. Certified 
instructor Linda Fanene, 990-3835

Zumba, Mon/Thu, 6 – 7 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Community 
Center. Certified Zumba instructor Erin Cole, 
938-4037

Aikido, Mon/Wed, 6 p.m., Pāhala Hongwanji. Alan 
Moores, 928-0919 or artbyalan2011@gmail.com

Beginning and Intermediate Yoga, Tue/Thu, 8:30 
– 10 a.m. Noa’s Island Massage in rear entrance of 
Ka‘ū Realty across from Hana Hou. Arrive 10 minutes 
early. $10 a class or $80 for 10 classes. 756-3183

Belly Dance Classes, Tue; beginners, 5:30 p.m.; 
intermediate, 6:30 p.m. Farasha, 990-3835

Karate, Tue/Fri, beginners 5:30 p.m., advanced 6:30 
p.m., Pāhala Community Center. Keiki condition, 5 
p.m. Cliff Field, 333-1567

Zumba, Tue, 6 – 7 p.m. Pāhala Community Center. 
Erin Cole teaches adults. 928-3102

Senior Yoga Satsang, Wed, 9:30 – 11 a.m., Cooper 
Center, Volcano. Calabash donations. Debra Serrao, 
333-0313

Meditation, Wed, 4 – 5 p.m. Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji. 
Velvet Replogle, 936-8989

Kripalu Yoga, Wed, 5:30 – 7 p.m., Volcano Art Center 
in Volcano Village. $10. Jo Caron, 443-6993

Bruce Lee Combatives, Thu, 5 – 6 p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Center. Henry Ivy’s family-
based classes teach self-confidence and personal 
development. 854-5284

Country Line Dancing, Thu, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., 

Discovery Harbour Community Hall. For men & 
women; no partner required. Free & easy lessons (a 
new dance each week) for beginners & intermediate. 
Suzanne, 930-4678

Daily & Weekly Events & Activities
Volcano Farmers Market, Sun, 6 – 10 a.m., Cooper 

Center. Fruits and veggies, swap meet and more. EBT 
welcome.

Buddhist Mindful Meditation, Sun, 10 – 11:30 
a.m., Volcano Art Center in Volcano Village. This 
simple practice is useful to everyone, regardless of 
faith. Donations accepted. mgrace.orr@gmail.com

Lending Library, Mon – Fri, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033

Punalu‘u Bake Shop Music Lineup: Richard Zazzi 
Mon, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Gary Cole, aka Foggy, Wed/Sat, 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Uncle Sonny Wed/Sat, 1 – 5 p.m.; 
Tui Masaniai Fri, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Tūtū & Me Traveling Preschool, free classes Mon/
Wed, Nā‘ālehu Community Center; Tue/Thu, Pāhala 
Community Center; 8:30 – 10:30 a.m. 929-8571

Niaulani Nature Walks, Mon, 9:30 a.m., Volcano Art 
Center in Volcano Village. This one-hour nature walk 
travels through a portion of old-growth Hawaiian rain 
forest on an easy, 1/7-mile loop trail. Free (calabash 
donations welcome). 967-8222 or volcanoartcenter.
org 

Pāhala Senior Center: Lunch served Mon – Fri, 
10:30 a.m. for residents 60 and older. Julie, 928-3101

Nā‘ālehu Senior Nutrition Center (Hawai‘i County 
Nutrition Program), Lunch served Mon – Fri, 10:45 
a.m. for residents 60 and older, greater Nā‘ālehu area. 
939-2505

Ocean View Nutrition Site and Senior Club hosts 
activities at St. Jude’s Church on Mon/Wed/Fri 
from 8:30 a.m. and provides lunches 11 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. for seniors and older. Donations requested.

A Walk into the Past, Tue, 10 a.m., 12 p.m. & 2 
p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center and Whitney Vault in 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Ka‘ū resident Dick 
Hershberger brings Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
founder Thomas Jaggar to life.

Ka‘ū Driver License Office, Tue/Wed by appointment. 
854-7214

Family Movie Matinee, Tue, 3 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Public 
Library. Free movies plus free popcorn. 939-2442

Family History/Geneology Workshops, Tue, 4 – 6 
p.m., Nā‘ālehu Mormon Church. Theresa Ducret 
presents free, online workshops. Appointments at 
238-6221.

Basic Computer & Internet Classes, Tue, 5:30 & 
6 p.m., Pāhala Public & School Library. Debbie, 
928-2015

Kanikapila Jam Sessions, Tue, 5:30 – 7 p.m., Volcano 
Art Center in Volcano Village. 967-8222

Ka‘ū Farmers Market, Wed, 8 a.m. – noon, Shaka’s 
Restaurant in Nā‘ālehu. Produce, Hawaiiana, arts and 
crafts, fresh baked goods.

Nā‘ālehu Market, Wed/Sat, 6:30 a.m. – 2 p.m., Ace 
Hardware. Produce and locally made products.

Community Bookstore, Wed, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 
Kauaha‘ao Church in Wai‘ōhinu. 938-0411

Game Night, Wed, 6:30 – 9 p.m., Discovery Harbour 
Community Hall. Fun games & great conversation. 
Open to the public. Potluck first Wednesday of each 
month begins at 5:30 p.m.; bring a favorite dish for 
six. Sheri, 929-9258

Paneurthmy, Thu, 9 a.m., Kahuku Park. Free walking 
circle dance that improves health, balance & spiritual 
development. Lisa Shock, 990-7729

Ka Lae Quilters, Thu, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Discovery 
Harbour Community Center. 238-0505

VA Medical Services, Thu, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., Ocean 
View Community Center. VA doctor available by 
appointment. 939-7033

VA Center for Veterans, Thu, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
Ocean View Community Center. No appointment 
needed to visit with a VA counselor & benefit 
specialist. David, 329-0574

Crafts & Coloring, Thu, 3 – 6 p.m., Nā‘ālehu Library. 
For all ages. 939-2442

Free Dinner, Thu, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Ocean View 
Community Center. Bring a can; have a meal. 
Everyone welcome; volunteers needed. Donations 
accepted c/o OVCC. 939-7033

Desperately Seeking Serenity AFG meeting, Thu, 
5 p.m., St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Ocean View. 
Sandy, 557-9847

Women, Infant, Children Services, Fri (except 

holidays) at various locations. 965-3030 or 934-3209
Aloha Fridays, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Volcano Art Center 

Gallery porch at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 
Park. Variable hula art offerings. Everyone welcome. 
Free; donations welcome; park entrance fees apply.

Ka‘ū ‘Ohana Band Rehearsals, Fri, 4 p.m., St. Jude’s 
Church in Ocean View. Instruments provided; no 
experience necessary. Ka‘ū School of the Arts, 854-
1540 or info@kauarts.org

Kīlauea Lū‘au Dinner Buffet, Fri, 5 – 8 p.m., 
Kīlauea Military Camp’s Crater Rim Café in Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. Savor local cuisine. Adults 
$16.25, children 6 – 11 $8.25, followed by hula shows 
in the Lava Lounge July 7, 21, & 28, 7 – 8 p.m. 

Open to authorized patrons & sponsored guests. Park 
entrance fees apply. 967-8356

Live Entertainment at Hana Hou Restaurant, Fri, 
5:30 p.m. in Nā‘ālehu. 929-9717

Live Music Fridays at South Side Shaka’s, Nā‘ālehu. 
929-7404

Ocean View Farmers Market, Sat, 7 a.m. – noon, 
Pōhue Plaza.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings: One Day at a Time 
Group, Sat, 6:30 p.m., Cooper Center; Friday Night 
BBQ Meeting, Fri, 5 p.m., Wai‘ōhinu (929 -7674); 
Happy, Joyous and Free Group, Mon/Thu, 7 p.m. and 
Sat, 5 p.m., St. Jude’s in Ocean View. West Hawai‘i 
Intergroup (329-1212) or the Hilo office (961-6133)

This year’s “mini” BioBlitz offers five 
hikes and one drop-in station. Registration 
is required for all hikes, and space is limited.

During Feathers in the Forest from 
7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., ornithologists guide an 
inventory hike through the forest. Partici-
pants get a glimpse of native honeycreepers, 
listen for the Hawaiian thrush and see how 
many species they can identify.

On a hike titled Botanical Bliss at the 
Kīlauea Summit from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m., botanists lead participants on an in-
ventory hike along the rim of Kīlauea. They 
identify plants and learn new species from 
some resident experts.

Tools of the Trade from 8:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. is an easy hike along Crater Rim 
Trail. Archaeologists discuss Hawaiian adze 
(stone tool) production along the way.

Kīlauea Military Detainment Camp is 
the topic from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Park archae-
ologists offer a walking tour at Kīlauea Mil-
itary Camp, providing a glimpse into history 
about the role KMC played during WWII.

Kumu Hula discuss the different types 
of plants used in hula on an easy hike along 
the rim of Kīlauea during Na Mea Kanu O 
Ka Hula from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

No reservations are necessary for Hid-
ing in Plain Sight: Insects & Spiders of 
Kīlauea from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Entomolo-
gists introduce insects and secretive spiders 
lurking under forest leaves. Finding and 
identifying new and unique critters is lots of 
fun for all ages. Those interested can stop 
in at the BioBlitz tent for information and 
directions; the entomologists will be set up 
near the festival grounds.

Everyone is encouraged to stop by the 
Hale Hō῾ike booth at the festival to learn 
more about Hawaiian birds, plants and in-
sects. Scientists will be on hand to share 
their knowledge of Hawai῾i’s unique eco-
systems. See some of the park’s fascinating 
species up close and personal at this outdoor 
learning center. Learn how to collect and 
upload scientific data using the inaturalist 
app.
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Join a Celebration of Health Mon-
day, July 17 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji Mission. 

The event features groups practicing 
Good Health activities weekly at the hon-

gwanji, including Meditation with Velvet 
Replogle, Senior Yoga with Stephanie 
Pepper, Tai Chi with Phillip Hema & Qi 
Gong with Shary Crocker. 

Enjoy nutritious snacks and dishes. 
Everyone is welcome. Call 929-7647 for 
more information.

NUPEPA NA‘ALEHU

 

B & E PROPANE 
OPEN DAILY 9AM-5PM 
LOCATED ON MELIA ST  

IN NAALEHU 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
WELDING & FABRICATION 

(808)896-0841 
 

 

 

OPEN DAILY 9 Am - 5 Pm
LOcAtED ON mELIA St.

IN NĀ‘ĀLEhu
ALSO AvAILAbLE

wELDINg & fAbrIcAtION

(808) 896-0841

Mamalahoa Highway
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Melia St.

Punalu‘u 
Bakery

ACE
Hardware

B & E
PROPANE

3D Welding 
& 

Fabrication

Cable 
Vision

Ka‘ü
Auto Repair

The Gas 
Company

b&E PrOPANE

High quality, affordable 
health care.

(Now that’s a good prescription.)

 We offer comprehensive primary medical, 
dental, and behavioral health care to meet       

your needs at every stage of life.

KA’  FAMILY HEALTH AND 
DENTAL CENTER

MEDICAL STAFF 
Diana Jeannotte, MD 

MEDICAL Hours of Operation  
Monday through Friday  

7:30 AM to 5:30 PM   

DENTAL Hours of Operation  
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

For an appointment, call 929-7311

95-5583 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
bayclinic.org

Debra Barra, LCSW

An Award Winning Ka‘ū Coffee
www.Mirandasfarm.com

Ocean View Farmers Market on Saturdays
Flyin' Hawaiian in Nā‘ālehu, Mon, Wed, Sat 

MIRANDA'S FARM

mirandasfarm@yahoo.com
808-333-4333, 929-7572

Testifying from the old Nā‘ālehu Courthouse is once again available during public 
hearings and County Council and Planning Commission meetings that are held in Kona 
and Hilo. 

Earlier this year, the county shut down the interactive video service that allowed people 
to watch meetings and hearings and testify, as few people 
were making use of the facility. However, the county has 
arranged to reopen the opportunity to listen live and give 
input to county decision-making.

Old Courthouse Available 
Again to Testify Live

Clubhouse on 3.69 acres, classified Agricul-
ture by the state, was originally approved 
for a maximum enrollment of 65 students. 
The school offers grades three through 
eight. Its mission states: “Ka‘ū Learning 
Academy will be an innovative school that 
holds high social and academic expecta-
tions for the children of Ka‘ū despite the 
socioeconomic challenges that exist in our 
community, because we believe that all stu-
dents can and will learn given the right edu-
cational environment.

“Ka‘ū Learning Academy recognizes 
that each child is an individual with unique 
educational needs, and we will develop 
and implement individual education plans 
that stimulate each child at his/her zone of 
proximal development, so that every child 
is engaged in learning in a safe, supportive 

Ka‘ū Learning Academy seeks permission to increase enrollment to 100.
Photo from Ka‘ū Learning Academy

Ka‘ū Learning Academy Proposes Increase to 100 Students
Increasing enrollment at Ka‘ū Learn-

ing Academy is proposed to the Windward 
Planning Commission for its meeting on 
Thursday, July 6. The request from Ka‘ū 
Learning Academy’s Executive Director 
Kathryn Tydlacka asks to increase permitted 
enrollment at the public charter school from 
65 students to 100 and to allow for related 
facility improvements to accommodate the 
expansion.

The Special Permit under which the 
school operates on Kaulua Circle within 
the former Discovery Harbour Golf Course 

and nurturing environment.”
The Planning Commission meeting 

will be held at the Aupuni Center Confer-

ence Room at 101 Pauahi Street in Hilo, 
with public access for testimony at the Old 
Nā‘ālehu Courthouse.

Celebrate Health at Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji

Learn about Tai Chi and other health activi-
ties at Nā‘ālehu Hongwanji Mission.

 Photo by Alice Yonemitsu

Advertise with 
us, and spread 

the word 
throughout Ka‘ū

Call 928-9811
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KAHUKU TO MILOLI‘I

             

     
                                       PUC 5238-C 
 

   NEED WATER? 
WE DO WATER HAULING 

 

   Specializing In:	  
*Water                *House Pads          *Septic Systems	  
*Trenching         *Rock Wall              *Demo	  
*Driveway          *Lowboy                  *Dump Truck 
*Coffee Farm     *Bulldozing             *Free Estimates 

Conviently located in

Ocean View 
Town Center929-9000Open Tue-Sat

9am-5pm

Quality Hair 
and Nail 
Services

and
Professional 

Products

WATER DELIVERY
Wai Moku

CALL RUDY
929-9222

Pōhue Bay Land, pg. 12

A 137-foot-tall, steel lattice tower with 
a microwave dish and two, two-way radio 
antennas and related structures, are proposed 
for 2,178 square feet of land in Ocean View, 
also the location of the fire station. 

The address is 92-6091 Orchid Circle 
Mauka at the intersection with Ocean View 
Parkway. The County’s Department of Pub-
lic Works is asking for the permit from the 
Windward Planning Com-
mission. The request is on the 
agenda for 9 a.m. at the com-
mission meeting on Thurs-
day, July 6 at the Aupuni 
Center Conference room on 
Pauahi Street in Hilo. Testi-
mony can be given and the 
meeting accessed locally fro 
the interactive video com-
munication site at the Old 
Nā‘ālehu Courthouse.

Communications 
Tower Planned 
for HOVE

With volunteer and police assis-
tance, Neighborhood Watch Signs are 
signaling a warning to troublemakers in 
Ocean view. Police officer Aron Tomota 
reported that he made the request on be-
half of Hawai‘i Ocean View Estates to 
the County of Hawai‘i’s Department of 
Public Works. Even though HOVE has 
private roads, the agency provided five 
new signs, posts and breakaways, free of 
cost.

Neighborhood Watch Signs Go Up on Ocean View Streets
signs were installed by the HOVE road maintenance crew 
with the help of Aaron Puou and Junior Aldaya, as well as 
Tomota. 

The fifth sign, as the community voted, will be in-
stalled at the entrance to Hawaiian Ocean View Ranchos 
with a crew from that community, said Tomota.

Tomota drove to Kona and picked 
them up. During the Neighborhood 
Watch Meeting last month, the com-
munity voted to install them at Gin-
ger Blossom Lane, just above Hwy 11; 
Aloha Blvd, just above Hwy 11; Moana 
Drive and King Kamehame-
ha Blvds; and at the Keaka 
Parkway and Paradise Circle 
intersection near the county’s 
Kahuku Park. Four of the five 

The county donated Neighborhood 
Watch signs with help from police of-
ficer Aron Tomota.  

Photo by Aron Tomota

The sixteen thousand acres adjacent to Pōhue Bay with 
six miles of coastline, up for sale for $18 million, is getting 
more press and real estate marketing attention, as well as at-
tention from those who want to preserve it.

Stories about the property makai of Ocean View were 
carried recently in both in West Hawai‘i Today and The Ho-
nolulu Star-Advertiser. Promotions are in advertising by 
a real estate company, offering it to potential wealthy buy-
ers. The story carried by The Ka‘ū Calendar newspaper and 

Pōhue Bay Lands Marketed as 
‘One of Hawai‘i’s Best Beaches’

its facebook page on April 30 drew more than 
15,000 views and comments.

The entity handling the sale is Harold 
Clark’s Luxury Big Island. The massive, rugged 
Ka‘ū land with Pōhue Bay near Ocean View is a 
Featured Property on bigislandluxury.com, listed 
beside a brand new $15.9 million, six-bedroom 
custom home with 9,500 square feet at Mauna 
Kea Resort and a $4,950,000 residence at Kukio 



Page 12 July, 2017 The Ka‘ü Calendarwww.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Stars over Ka‘ū - 
July 2017 

by Lew Cook

The star chart is produced from a sky Atlas program written by Jerry Hudson, who has given 
us permission to publish it. Thanks, Jerry!
The constellations are presented with their three-letter abbreviations, with (usually) the Latin 
names shown in the margins. Stars as faint as magnitude-six are shown. This is done to take 
advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is no bright moon and the 
skies are clear of vog.

Saturn rises about five hours before our chart time, 
so at 10 p.m. on July 15 (the time our star map is set for), 
it is almost to the meridian. Jupiter was high in the west 
as the sun set and may have been the first thing you saw 
in the sky in the evening (except for mosquitos). Look 
at Jupiter with binoculars (they don’t even have to be 
large, just whatever you have), and check near Jupiter 
for its moons. Venus is a brilliant morning object rising 
about 3 a.m. All the other naked eye planets are too 
close to the sun to be easily seen.

Thanks to Dr. Jerry Hudson, we have a new version 
of the Atlas! In this version, he has designed it to 
display the colors of the stars, so be sure you check the 
version on the pdf version http://www.kaucalendar.com/
KauCalendar_July2017.pdf. 

What do the colors of those dots mean? They are 
keyed to the stars’ surface temperatures. While we can’t 
see the surfaces, except for the sun (and Betelgeuse 
using specialized techniques), there is a lot we can learn 

about their temperatures. 
It began with a group of women at 

Harvard College Observatory back just 
about when the Wright brothers were 
developing their Flyer. The women began 
to categorize stellar spectral classifications 
by attaching a large, thin wedge of glass 
(a prism) just ahead of the objective lens 
of the observatory’s telescope. From the 
absorption “lines,” they could tell what the 
temperatures the surfaces of the stars were. 
They are called “lines” because, when the 
spectra are taken, the telescope is allowed 
to move slightly, letting the star images 
become streaks. Thus, when the glass 
photographic plates are examined, there are 
dark lines in the spectra. Knowing at which 
temperatures elements make which lines, 
one can determine the temperature of the 
surface of the star. They ended up with stars 
falling into several categories that ended up 
as O, B, A, F, G, K and M.

How does this relate to the colors on 
the chart? We’ll start from the coolest end of 
our classifications: M stars are colored red, 
much like the element on an electric stove 

on medium high; K stars, hotter, orange; G 
stars, like the sun, olive green (I couldn’t 
show just a yellow-white dot on a white 
background); F stars, slightly hotter than the 
sun, shown the same as G stars; A stars, like 
Vega or Sirius, black; B stars, even hotter, 
light Blue; O stars, the hottest, dark blue.
Friday Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date               Sunrise Sunset
July 7     5:50 a.m. 7:04 p.m.
July 14           5:52 a.m. 7:03 p.m. 
July 21           5:55 a.m. 7:02 p.m. 
July 28           5:57 a.m. 6:59 p.m.
Moon Phases
Date ....................Moon Rise Moon Set 
Full Moon
July 8 .................6:55 p.m. 6:21 a.m.*
Last Quarter
July 16 ...............11:56 p.m.** 12:33 p.m.
New Moon
July 23 ...............5:14 a.m. 6:57 p.m.
First Quarter
July 30 ...............12:44 p.m. 12:32 a.m.*

* The next morning
** The previous evening

64 in Kona.
Luxury Big Island’s description of the 

16,000-acre Ka‘ū property is as follows: “A 
secluded gem on the coast of the Big Island 
and the largest privately owned parcel for 
sale in the state of Hawai‘i, with six miles 
of ocean frontage. The crowning jewel of 
the site is Pōhue Bay, one of the most pris-
tine bays in all of the Hawaiian Islands. With 
its natural white sand, palm trees and crys-
tal blue water, many consider Pōhue Bay to 
be one of the best beaches in all of Hawai‘i. 

This bay is also the home and nesting site of 
the rare and protected Hawksbill Turtle.” The 
real estate advertising claims that the “spe-
cies is plentiful, adding to the distinctiveness 
of the site.”

The West Hawai‘i Today story by Max 
Dible mentions that the Ala Kahakai Nation-
al Historic Trail runs along the coast through 
the property. The story says, “A massive 
piece of land in Ka‘ū is up for sale, and the 
future of the area is likely tied to the person 
or entity that ends up making the purchase.” 

Pōhue Bay Land, pg. 16

Pōhue Bay, cont. from pg. 11
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The health care proposal proposed in 
the U.S. Senate in June drew quick response 
from Senators Mazie Hirono and Brian 
Schatz.

Among responses from Hirono who 
has undergone several surgeries recently re-
lated to her own kidney cancer, she tweeted: 
“#Trumpcare would hurt Americans living 
with illnesses like #kidneycancer. As @PO-
TUS says, that's mean.#kidneycancerday. 
Breakthroughs in research wouldn’t be able 
to exist w/out an + in funding. We must 
ensure programs get backing to get off the 
ground.”

Hirono also tweeted, “In Hawai`i, we 
have a word for what Senate Republicans 
are doing with #Trumpcare. It’s shibai- or 
as it’s more widely known, B.S. #Trump-
care guts Medicaid and eliminates Medicaid 
expansion, depriving millions of Americans 
access to this critical program. Millions of 
people in this country are very concerned 
about what this bill does." #msactivist@
maziehirono.” Another Hirono tweet, “To 
Americans living with serious and chronic 
diseases, #Trumpcare sends a simple mes-
sage: you're on your own.”

Schatz responded in an interview on 
CNN. He said that the Senate health bill 
isn’t “less mean” than the House health bill, 

which Trump called “Mean.” Schatz said 
that the Senate bill drafted by a few Repub-
lican senators behind closed doors, “actually 
went totally in the opposite direction. They 
cut Medicaid re-
ally deeply. They 
basically change 
the nature of the 
Medicaid program 
and make massive 
cuts....specifically 
for the purpose of 
giving a tax cut of 
about $800 bil-
lion dollars to the 
wealthiest Ameri-
cans. There is no reason to make a wealth 
transfer from regular people to rich people 
but this is what they are doing in this bill.” 

Schatz told CNN’s Wolf Blitzer that 
Democrats are willing to work in a biparti-
san process to improve the existing Afford-
able Care Act.

Schatz tweeted: “Forgot to mention 
that the tax on tanning salons is repealed in 
the Senate bill. Sigh;" and "Hey Republi-
cans don't listen to me. But ignore AARP at 
your peril." He referred to the AARP, which 
called on the Senate to reject the health bill. 
Also calling for rejection was the American 

Hospital Association, American Medical 
Association and many other health profes-
sional organizations.

Wrote AARP: “This new Senate bill 
was crafted in 
secrecy behind 
closed doors 
without a single 
hearing or open 
debate—and it 
shows. The Sen-
ate bill would hit 
millions of Amer-
icans with higher 
costs and result 
in less coverage 

for them. AARP is adamantly opposed to 
the Age Tax, which would allow insurance 
companies to charge older Americans five 
times more for coverage than everyone else 
while reducing tax credits that help make in-
surance more affordable. 

“AARP is also deeply concerned that 
the Senate bill cuts Medicaid funding that 
would strip health coverage from millions 
of low-income and vulnerable Americans 
who depend on the coverage, including 17 
million poor seniors and children and adults 
with disabilities. The proposed Medicaid 
cuts would leave millions, including our 

most vulnerable seniors, at risk of losing the 
care they need and erode seniors’ ability to 
live in their homes and communities.

“The Senate bill also cuts funding for 
Medicare which weakens the programs abil-
ity to pay benefits and leaves the door wide 
open to benefit cuts and Medicare vouchers. 
AARP has long opposed proposals that cut 
benefits or weaken Medicare.

“As we did with all 435 Members of the 
House of Representatives, AARP will also 
hold all 100 Senators accountable for their 
votes on this harmful health care bill. Our 
members care deeply about their health care 
and have told us repeatedly that they want to 
know where their elected officials stand. We 
strongly urge the Senate to reject this bill.”

KEEPING HEALTHY IN KA‘Ū
Volume 15, Number 7 July, 2017A Journal of Good Health, Food and Fitness

 

 

 

 
· Well child check-ups

· Birth control options

1 KAMANI STREET IN PAHALA
This ad is paid for by Ka‘u Hospital Rural Health Clinic

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

RURAL HEALTH CLINIC

 · Chronic disease management
(diabetes, hypertension, asthma)

· X-rays and lab conveniently available

Woke up feeling sick and need to see us?
Same day sick appointments available!

Call 932-4205 for an appointment.

Ka’u Hospital’s Rural Health 
Clinic welcomes Dr. Sarah 
Howard, a board certified 
Family Medicine physician. 
She joins Suz Field, APRN,  
Megan Lewis, APRN and the 

 

clinic staff. 
To schedule an appointment, 
call 932-4205

Congressional Delegation, AARP Oppose Senate Health Care Bill

Ka‘ū Hospital residents recently 
shared their excitement about projects be-
ing scheduled that will finish the outdoor 
area designed for them with expanded 
walkways, raised planting beds, wind-
breaks, more plants and rain cover. The 
projects are sponsored by the Ka‘ū Hos-
pital Charitable Foundation. See www.
kauhospital.org.

Outdoor Area Enjoyed 
at Ka‘ū Hospital

AARP's flag of people standing up for health care.



Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park over-
look at Pu‘u Pua‘i has reopened after being 
closed since February to protect breeding 
nēnē, the endangered Hawaiian geese, in the 
area. During the closure, the nēnē parents 
successfully raised their single gosling, and 
the family has now moved on to their sum-
mer grounds.

It’s been a decade since the last gosling 

was reared in the vicinity, and that nēnē is the 

grandfather of this year’s gosling, according 
to Kathleen Misajon, wildlife biologist at 
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.

“This year’s gosling was the fifth gen-
eration of the same nēnē family I’ve moni-
tored over the years. After a 10-year hiatus, it 
is really exciting to see this female return to a 
favored family spot,” Misajon said.

In 1952, only 30 nēnē remained 
statewide. In the 1970s, Hawai‘i Vol-
canoes National Park began efforts to 
save the species from extinction. Today, 

more than 250 wild birds thrive in the 
park from sea level to around 8,000 feet. 
There are more than 2,500 nēnē statewide. 
During the closure, the park’s facilities main-
tenance team made improvements to the pop-

ular deck, which overlooks Kīlauea Iki crater 

and trail. Missing boards were replaced, and 
the deck was painted prior to the reopening. 
Pu‘u Pua‘i is a massive reddish-brown cin-
dercone that formed during an eruption at 
Kīlauea Iki crater in 1959.

Kīlauea Drama & Entertainment Net-
work presents Finian’s Rainbow as its an-
nual summer musical. Di-
recting the show will be Suzi 
Bond, with musical direction 
by Walter Greenwood.

Opening on Broadway 
in 1947 with music by Bur-
ton Lane and lyrics by E.Y. 
“Yip” Harburg (who wrote 
the lyrics for 1939’s The Wiz-
ard of Oz), Finian’s Rainbow 
was an unexpected smash 
that generated one pop classic 
after another: How Are Things 
In Glocca Morra?, Old Moon 
and Look To The Rainbow to 
name but three. 

Finian moves to the southern United 
States (the fictional state of Missitucky) 

from Ireland with his daughter Sharon to 
bury a stolen pot of gold near Fort Knox, in 

the mistaken belief that it will 
grow and will change people’s 
lives, including a struggling 
farmer and local citizens. A 
leprechaun follows them, des-
perate to recover his treasure 
before the loss of it turns him 
permanently human. Compli-
cations arise when a bigoted 
and corrupt U.S. senator gets 
involved and when wishes are 
made inadvertently over the 
hidden crock.

Primary roles include 
Finian, his daughter Sharon, 

Og the leprechaun, Woody Mahoney, town 
leader and Sharon’s love interest, and Susan 
Woody’s mute sister who “talks” through 

her dancing. Other cast mem-
bers are a gospel quartet and 
townsfolk, including Henry, 
who translates for Susan, and 
Maude.

The show runs July 7 – 23 
with performances on Fridays 
and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sundays at 2:30 at KMC’s 
Kīlauea Theater. Tickets are 
$20 general, $15 for seniors 60 
plus and students and $12 for 
children 12 and under, and are 
available at Kīlauea General 
Store and at the door.

For more information, call 
982-7344 or kden73@aol.com.
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KA PEPA VOLCANO

• Create a custom-designed field trip for your 
small or large group.  Perfect for families, hui, 
senior & school groups, reunions & more!
• From geology to botany, culture & archeology to 
photography, you choose the focus, time & place.

InstItute-on-DemanD!
Design your own adventure

in & around Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park

www.fhvnp.org  •  985-7373

Finian's Rainbow Graces Volcano

The music program at Volcano School 
of Arts & Sciences has received an outpour-
ing of aloha and generous support of Vol-
cano community members and businesses, 
following the theft of instruments and sound 
equipment in May.  

In addition to many donations of instru-
ments, community members gave nearly 
$6,000 to the music program. The Volcano 
Winery, in partnership with Grand to Grand 
Ultra, gifted the school with a check for 
$1,500 for the purchase of new instruments 
and sound equipment. The Volcano Art 
Center also donated $1,000 for the school’s 
music program.

Music and the arts are not just extra-
curricular at Volcano School. They «are 
an important part of the learning process 

Nearly $6,000 has been raised to support the music program at Volcano School of Arts & Sci-
ences following theft of instruments.   Photo from Volcano School

Volcano Community Supports School Music Program Recovery
Volcano Winery, Grand to Grand Ultra, the 
Volcano Art Center, and the many individu-
als who donated instruments, equipment, 
and money to support the music program. 
Students and staff express our heartfelt 
thanks for the incredible community sup-
port that provided a very happy outcome to 
an unfortunate incident.”

Volcano School is a PreK-8 public 
charter school. Call 808-985-9800 to in-
quire about enrollment for the 2017-2018 
school-year. Visit www.volcanoschool.
net to learn more about the school. Save the 
date.

The Volcano Winery will sponsor the 
Harvest Festival fundraiser for Volcano 
School again on Sept. 10. Tickets go on sale 
soon.

“Students and staff are deeply appre-
ciative of the tremendous generosity of The 

through arts integration and creative expres-
sion,» said a statement from the school.

Pu‘u Pua‘i gosling growing up. NPS photo

Gosling Grows Up, Nēnē Move Along & Pu‘u Pua‘i Overlook Reopens
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ENERGY & SUSTAINABILITY IN KA‘Ú

COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTERS
GOT CABLE? Why Settle! The Satellite Guy offers 
dish network anywhere on the Big Island. More 
channels, more choices, less money. Available where 
cable is not. The Satellite Guy. 929-9103.

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, 
Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work, 
New and remodel.

Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-
9222

FOR SALE
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty 
Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 
929-8112, 936-8623.

FULL SIZE ELECTRIC KENMORE DRYER for sale for 
$125 in Nä‘älehu. Electric Space Heater, $100, almost 
new. Call 328-8979.

SERVICES AVAILABLE
House/Pet Sitter available for days, weeks or months 
in the Kau district. I respect and appreciate caring for 
your sacred space and beloved pets. Call/text Robin @ 
808.741.6730

Most Hawai‘i Is-
land residents aware 
of the threat to the is-
land’s keystone ‘ōhi‘a 
forest species. Rapid 
‘Ōhi‘a Death, a fungal 
infection, has decimat-
ed thousands of acres 
of Big Island forests. 
Volcano Art Center 
hosts a program about 
the subject on Thursday, July 6 at 7 p.m.

Dr. Lisa Keith, a research plant pa-

Scientist to Update Research on threats to ‘Ōhi‘a, Hala
thologist with the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Ag-
ricultural Research 
Center in Hilo, de-
scribes the work be-
ing done to under-
stand the two strains 
of fungus attacking 
and destroying our 
island’s ‘ōhi‘a.  She 

discusses what the ROD fungus is, how it 
works, where it is from and how to detect 

it. Audience members learn what is known 
so far about this pathogen and hear about 
experiments being done with the hope of 
mitigating or eliminating the considerable 
damage wreaked by this threat to Hawai‘i’s 
ecosystem.

Still another plant species of vital im-
portance to the Hawaiian environment and 
culture is the pandanus, or hala. The pest is 
attacking hala on other Hawaiian islands, 
but has not reached Hawai‘i Island In this 
case, the culprit is an insect that causes 
severe damage and stunted fronds, materials 

Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death threatens Hawai‘i Is-
land’s native forests. Photo from VAC

essential to Hawai‘i’s weavers of hala mats 
and other articles.

“In the instances of both Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a 
Death and hala decline, it is important to 
understand as much as possible about the 
threats to our islands’ natural resources in 
order to protect and defend the environment 
and culture of this unique Hawaiian place,” 
Keith said.

This evening is part of a once-a-month 
Thursday night series at Volcano Art Cen-
ter focusing on art, Hawaiian culture and 
the environment. The series is intended to 
inspire and enhance appreciation of art and 
life experience, while fostering community 
connections. This presentation is free; $5 
donations are appreciated.

Closing large capacity cesspools in 
Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu “will protect Hawai‘i’s 
drinking water and coastal resources, as 
we seek to modernize Big Island water in-
frastructure,” said Alexis Strauss, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency’s acting 
regional administrator for the Pacific South-
west, in a press release issued in late June.

“Cesspools collect and discharge wa-
terborne pollutants like untreated raw sew-

age into the ground, where 
disease-causing pathogens 
can contaminate groundwa-
ter, streams and the ocean. 
Large capacity cesspools 
were banned under the fed-
eral Safe Drinking Water Act 
in April 2005,” her statement 
noted.

“EPA and the County of 
Hawai‘i are taking important 
steps to close these banned 
cesspools and replace them 

with modern wastewater treatment sys-
tems,” she said, announcing that they have 
reached an agreement to close seven large-
capacity cesspools that serve the Pāhala and 
Nā‘ālehu communities. The county will re-
place the cesspools with wastewater treat-
ment systems approved by the state Hawai‘i 
Department of Health

The large capacity cesspool is a cess-
pool that serves multiple residential dwell-
ings or a commercial facility with the capac-
ity to serve 20 or more people per day. 

The agreement with the County of 
Hawai‘i requires the closure of two LCCs 
left over from sugar plantation days that 
serve the Pāhala community, three LCCs 
serving the Nā‘ālehu community and two 
LCCs serving the Pāhala Elderly Apart-
ments. Combined, the seven cesspools serve 
about 280 households.

Agreement to Close Cesspools to Protect Drinking & Coastal Waters
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vid said she would like to acknowledge the 
quick response from the owners and the work 
of the community to document the activities 
at the Punalu‘u shoreline and in contacting 
her, other public officials and the property 
owners.

She also said that the situation was one 
in which the community should have been 
involved ahead of time, particularly since 
Punalu‘u is “such an environmentally and 
culturally special place.” She pointed to the 
nesting of the endangered Hawaiian hawks-

bill turtles, a short distance from the boat 
ramp, as well as historic, cultural and ar-
chaeological sites and its unique status as the 
ocean place for Ka‘ū families.

The council member said that “some-
one needs to outline what 
needs to be done for any 
future commercial opera-
tions in Punalu‘u.” She said 
that stakeholders, landown-
ers and people wanting to 
do business “need to do due 
diligence. This is a wake-up 
call.”

She said, “I am very 
happy and thankful for the 
community that called me 
immediately. I was able to 
hear the boat operator’s side 
and talk to the owners.” She 
noted the value of many different people 
from different alliances working together on 
the issue, which was resolved quickly.

She also noted that anyone wanting to 
do business around here needs to “be a good 
neighbor. Introduce yourself to the commu-
nity. Recognize this is a pristine area that is 
culturally and environmentally important.”

Numerous other community members 
became involved.

Ron Ebert, of ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou, posted on 
facebook: “The leadership of OKK should be 

thanked for all they did behind the scenes to 
bring this situation to an end. Also, our coun-
ty council person Maile David and her office 
worked hard behind the scenes, and should 
be thanked, also.”

Zina Galapir Hough posted, “Punalu‘u 
being our childhood and adulthood play-
ground, we all learned from our grandpar-
ents, parents and uncles the ins and outs of 
the inner/outer reefs and currents. We all are 
too familiar of the sudden changes of the 
winds, weather and currents that that can be 
pretty unforgiving to the unknowledged and 
unwise. Breaks my heart to see such disre-
spect to our Punalu‘u.”

Rachel Ballesteros Velez posted: “We 
applaud what OKK does for Ka‘ū. But 

regardless if OKK resolved the issue 
... the issue isn’t resolved with the 

hearts of the people of Ka‘ū .... 
This isn’t just going to go away 

because the ‘big wigs’ resolved 
the political part.”

Charmaine Bugado 
posted that the Ka‘ū 
community should “orga-

nize because future develop-
ment is coming guaranteed and 

an early plan will help lahui who 
join after to kokua effectively. Alo-

ha ‘āina hana to make pono.”
Demetrius Oliveira reported ex-

tensively on the issue, including post-
ing on facebook a video of locals con-
fronting the Hang Loose owner, which 

received over 25,000 viewings 
in one day.

Oliveira also reported on 
Waimakalani Watai Iona getting 
in touch with the Hang Loose 
boat company operator. Iona 

wrote: “I just got off the phone with the guy, 
his name is Simon. I told him I had questions 
and wanted to know his facts. I also told him 
that I would make our conversation public 
and he said ok. So this is what he told me: 
Roberts Hawai‘i claims to own the land right 

down to the water. He has a 
lease with them for the boat 
ramp. He received a special 
permit from DLNR to use 
the boat ramp which wanted 
to run a boat for lava tours. 

“I asked him if he is 
aware that there are historic 
sites right there. He said he 
wasn’t aware. I told him that 
I am notifying him at this 
moment.

“I asked him, ‘If the 
community is against this, 
what will be your response?’ 

He said he will walk away. I repeated that 
fact to him and told him that I was going to 
make this public and he is aware. He said he 
will not be back to the ramp until then and 
planned to attend a public meeting on the 
subject.”

Velaj did attend a community meeting 
on the issue in late June in Nā‘ālehu to apolo-
gize for disturbing the wharf.

Lava Boat Tours, cont. from pg. 6

The circles on the map are boat launch ramps with those 
in blue belonging to the state, those in red belonging to the 
county and the only private one, in yellow at Punalu`u, a 
private ramp belonging to SM Investments.The squares are 
small boat harbors. The stars are anchorages. 

Map from state Department of Land & Natural Resources.

Pōhue Bay, cont. from pg. 12
It mentions the nesting sites for endangered 
hawksbill turtles and “other culturally rel-
evant features. It is privately owned and has 
been the site of multiple failed attempts to 
create extensive residential and resort devel-
opments stretching back to the 1980s.” 

The story notes that “the land has been 
on the county Public Access, Open Space and 
Natural Resources Preservation Commis-
sion’s list of potential land acquisitions for 
several years” and most recently was listed 
fifth on the priority list. Acquisitions of prop-
erties on the list are funded with about $4 
million a year – two percent of property taxes 
generated on the island. Matching funds and 
grants from federal, state and private sources 
are often used.

The story states that Ka‘ū’s County 

Pōhue Bay’s anchialine ponds.  Photo by Peter Bosted

Council member Maile David “said despite 
county interest in the property, the asking 
price along with the sheer size of the parcel 
makes public acquisition a somewhat dubi-
ous proposition.” David told West Hawai‘i 
Today, “The price is extremely high. You 
have to consider maintenance that goes along 
with such a huge parcel. It’s a great idea to 
have the county purchase it, but it wouldn’t 
be meaningful if we couldn’t take care of the 
place in a meaningful manner.” 

Past attempts at developing the property 
were made by Nani Kahuku ‘Āina, which 
proposed golf courses, condos, houses and 
a small airport. The earlier Riviera Resort 
proposal included a marina, hotels, condos, 
homes and golf courses. Both proposals 
stalled amid public opposition, finance and 
approval challenges.

Historic wharf structure at 
Punalu‘u boat ramp shows a 
date of 1919, built by K. Ishii. 

Photo from Ruth Beauchan.


