Nāʻālehu Shopping Center Purchased by Punaluʻu Bake Shop Owners

Nāʻālehu Shopping Center has been acquired by Duane and Robert Kurisu and their company. The Kurisus seek a tenant for the Island Market location
and say they hope the shopping center will be a driver for the local economy.
Photo by Peter Anderson

Duane Kurisu and his son Robert
Kurisu, partners in the venture Nalu Aio,
LLC, have purchased Nāʻālehu Shopping
Center from the late Harry and Jeanette
Weinberg's 300 Corp. Kurisu's brother,
Derek Kurisu, said Duane is excited to help
make the place economically viable, providing jobs, services, and products.
Derek Kurisu, well known for promoting locally produced foods under KTA's
Mountain Apple Brand, and his cooking
show and demonstrations, told The Kaʻū
Shopping Center, pg. 15
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Kaʻū's Congresswoman Takes Presidential Debate Stage
Nuclear war is the top geopolitical
threat to the U.S., named by candidate for
U.S. President and Kaʻū's member of the
U.S. House of Representatives Tulsi Gabbard. She took the stage June 26 in Miami
for the first debate between candidates for
the Democratic Party nomination for the
presidency. During the nationally televised
debate, candidates expressed diverse answers to the question, "What is the greatest geopolitical threat to the United States
right now?"
Presidential candidate Tulsi Gabbard
said, "The greatest threat that we face is the
fact we are at a greater risk of nuclear war
today than every before in history."
Presidential candidate John Delaney
said, "The biggest geopolitical challenge
is China but the biggest geopolitical threat
remains nuclear weapons."
Presidential candidate Jay Inselee
said, the "biggest threat to the security of
the United States is Donald Trump. There
is no question about it."
Presidential candidate Amy Klobu-

char said, "Two threats - economic threat,
China. Our greatest major threat right now
is what's going on in the middle east with
Iran if we don't get our act together."
Presidential candidate Beto O'Rourke
said, "Our existential threat is climate
change. We have to confront it before it's
too late."
Presidential candidate Elizabeth War-

ren named "Climate Change."
Presidential candidate Cory Booker
said, "Nuclear proliferation and climate
change."
Presidential candidate Julián Castro
said, "China and climate change."
Presidential candidate Tim Ryan said,
"China, without a question. They're wiping
us around the world economically."

Presidential candidate Bill De Blasio
said, "Russia because they're trying to undermine our democracy and they've been
doing a pretty damn good job of it - and we
need to stop them."
After the debate, news sources announced that Gabbard's name drew the
most Google searches of any of the ten
Gabbard, pg. 7

County Budget
Tops $585 M

The County of Hawaiʻi's $585.5
million budget became law in June for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, without
Mayor Harry Kim's signature. The mayor
allowed it to stand without his veto, but
said he believes, "we should be more conservative with spending." With a 9-0 vote
of approval for the budget by the County
Council, a veto would have likely failed.
The mayor wrote to the council, saying he is concerned that the council approved extra expenditures of $1.6 million,
plus $1 million from county reserves.
He pointed to $630,000 that the County
Council members will spend through their
contingency funds. He said the reserves
come from county departments cutting
their own budgets to save money for expected increases in county spending for
employees from union bargaining.
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The farming community of Kaʻū is represented by a tractor, Nāʻālehu Methodist Church's entry to the annual Nāʻālehu Independence Day Parade. See
more photos on pages 5, 7, 8 and 9.
Photo by Leilani Esperanza

Nāʻālehu Independence Day Parade

The Nāʻālehu Independence Day Parade brought rain and shine, with tractors, trucks, cars, four-wheelers, sports teams, horseback and motorcycle riders, and walkers moving along a shining Highway 11.
The annual event drew the Hawaiʻi County Band, County Council member Maile David, and Miss Kaʻū Coffee and her court.
Women on horseback represented the islands, with lei for themselves, their escorts, and their steeds. Churches, community groups,
and local businesses participated. After, the parade the crowd convened at Nāʻālehu Community Center for entertainment and food.
The event is sponsored by ʻO Kaʻū Kakou.
Organizer Lee McIntosh said Thy Word Ministries won Most Patriotic. Nadine Ebert, of Punaluʻu, won Most Creative.
Nāʻālehu Parade, pg. 7

Most Patriotic float in the Nā‘ālehu Independence Day Parade went to Thy Word
Ministries.
Photo by Peter Anderson

Kurpita,
holding
model.
Nadine Lauren
Ebert carries
Uncle
Sam ainHawksbill
the Nā‘ālehu
Independence
Photo
by Annie Bosted
Day Parade to take first place in the Creative
Division.
Photo by Leilani Esperanza
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An Outrigger Group Joins Volcano House Management

Volcano House welcomed a new marketing and management partner in June:
OLS Hotels & Resorts, a subsidiary of
Outrigger Hotels & Resorts.
OLS operates the historic Harbor
Court on the Embarcadero waterfront in
San Francisco, Jackson Hole Lodge and
Sedona Rouge, as well as ‘Āinamalu at
Waikoloa Beach Resort; Plantation Hale
Suites and Banyan Harbor on Kauaʻi: and
two locations on Oʻahu. OLS is responsible for 24 properties around the country.
On June 10, OLS replaced Aqua Resorts to manage Volcano House, with its
hotel, shops, restaurants and bar, and its
cabins and campsites, within Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. The concessionaire

pleted massive renovations in cooperation with
the Park.
Volcano House manager Orin McCann said
the partnership with OLS
"is a significant part of
our hotel's rebirth following the recent eruption
of Kīlauea Volcano, and
we're ecstatic to have the
OLS team on board to asUncle George's Lounge in Volcano House. Photo from Volcano House sist in creating memorafor Volcano House remains Ortega Na- ble stays for our guests who seek once-intional Parks, LLC. The Ortega family a-lifetime experiences while discovering
company signed a 15 year lease with the the wonder of Volcanoes National Park."
National Parks Service in 2012 and comAccording to a statement from OLS,

the company will provide sales, marketing, and revenue optimization services to
Volcano House. Chief Executive Officer
Ben Rafter said OLS is "proud to add the
iconic Volcano House to our expanding
portfolio of Hawaiʻi properties, as the hotel is truly a one-of-a-kind asset with deep
historical and cultural importance to residents and visitors of the Islands. With our
outstanding sales, marketing, and revenue
management capabilities, along with our
commitment to enhancing Hawaiʻi tourism from a local's perspective, we look
forward to working with Volcano House
to provide guests with a renewed look at
the celebrated hotel."
See hawaiivolcanohouse.com.

Kaʻū Coffee will be cupped for best
in the state and best in the Kaʻū Region
during the 24th annual Hawaiʻi Coffee
Association Conference July 25 through
27, Thursday through Saturday. The convention will be held on Oʻahu at Ala Moana Hotel and will include the 11th Annual
Statewide Cupping Competition.
Kaʻū Coffee growers already submitted their prized coffees to be roasted for
the cupping contest. Kaʻū ranked high
over the years. In 2017, Miranda Farms
took first in the state Commercial Divi-

where. What's more, we're
sion. Aliʻi Hawaiian Hula
witnessing the emergence
Hands and Rusty's 100
of the next generation of
Percent Hawaiian Coffee
coffee industry leaders.
have taken the grand cham"We're thrilled to
pion statewide awards, and
be showcasing the best
many local coffee farmers
in Hawaiian coffee" at a
have ranked in the top ten
venue on Oʻahu, "and the
in numerous divisions.
hard-working farmers and
Hawaiʻi Coffee Associprocessors that produce it.
ation President Chris ManMore than ever, we will
fredi, who resides in Kaʻū,
be highlighting those who
said this year's program inmarket, brew, and serve
cludes preliminary rounds
Hawaiian coffee." He defor two national events: the
scribed the conference as
2020 Brewers Cup and the
U.S. Barista Competition. Hawaii Coffee Association Presi- "a must-attend event for
all those with a connection
The convention will include dent Chris Manfredi.
Photo by Julia Neal
to Hawaiian coffee."
tours of the Kō Hana Rum
Ric
Rhinehart,
past executive direcCompany and the Hawaiʻi Agriculture
tor of the Specialty Coffee Association of
Research Center in Kunia.
Manfredi said the conference will America, will give the keynote address,
take advantage of Oʻahu's "urban setting The Future of Specialty Coffee. Rhinehart
to reach new businesses and consumers, has been outspoken about the importance
and help bridge the gap between these of sustainability work in the coffee seccommunities and our members who pro- tor, particularly regarding the millions of
duce some of the finest coffees grown any- smallholder farmers on whom the coffee
industry relies.
Headlining the speaker lineup of
educational presentations is Dr. Sarada
Krishnan to discuss Adapting to Climate
Change: Knowledge About Coffee Pest
and Diseases, Specifically Coffee Leaf
Rust. The Director of Horticulture and
Center for Global Initiatives at Denver
Botanic Gardens, Krishnan owns coffee
plantations in Jamaica and was recently
involved in developing the Global Strate-

gy for the Conservation of Coffee Genetic
Resources. Krishnan will discuss some of
the major coffee pests and diseases while
delving into coffee leaf rust.
Zack Scott, of Lallemand/Lalcafe,
will present The Microbiology of Coffee
Processing, to explore the background of

Kaʻū Coffee Growers Send Their Best to Statewide Competition

yeast and basic microbial activity at the
mill.
Andrew Hetzel, of the Specialty Coffee Association, will host an "SCA Town
Hall" to update attendees on the latest
SCA news and take questions.
Also of interest, a pair of speaker sessions will address the underlying technology and litigation surrounding the class
action suit brought against alleged coffee
counterfeiters.
Other presentations include the
launch of a coffee science program by Dr.
William Ristenpart, director of the U.C.
Davis Coffee Center; Creating a Social
Media Marketing Plan by content creator Denise Laitinen; and Soil Health in
Hawaiʻi by Jayme Barton, horticultural
scientist at HARC.
Workshops will cover coffee roasting, processing, harvesting, and brewing.
Presenters from several Hawaiʻi research
facilities will provide project updates and
answer questions.
Coffee Cupping, pg. 15
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Mālama Nā Keiki Festival Focuses on Family and Keiki Health

Prenatal and keiki health education
Dr. Kaʻohimanu Dank Akora, who
Partners in Development Foundation,
came to Pāhala Community Center on works for Hui Mālama, spends much time sponsor of Tutu & Me in Kaʻū, explained
Saturday, June 29 at Hui Mālama Ola Nā as a street doctor, seeing homeless people its early childhood education program and
‘Oiwi's third annual
and those who are encouraged participation in foster care.
Mālama Nā Keiki
homebound, unable Partners aims "to inspire and equip families
Festival. Each year,
or unwilling to go to and communities for success and service,
kids and parents exa physician.
using timeless Native Hawaiian values and
perience activities,
She said she traditions," states the information provided
music, food, health
works with the Mar- at Keiki Fest.
screenings, educashallese community
The Center for the Study of Active
tion, and prizes.
and is willing to Volcanoes from the University of Hawaiʻi,
This festival aims to
come to Kaʻū to see Hilo, provided information on volcanic and
serve expecting and
whomever
needs natural hazards that occur in Hawaiʻi and
first-time mothers,
medical care in their worldwide. Its programs on learning about
women
considerhome or homeless volcanoes are aimed at bringing families
ing pregnancy, and
camp.
together for fun and educational activities.
young families.
Hawaiʻi
Diaper
Hawaiʻi Child Passenger Safety ProLeenal Castro explains The Balancing Act of Food
Nā Keiki Fest and Fitness and its importance to health.
Bank invited fami- gram promoted car seat safety and gave out
Photo by Leilani Esperanza lies to donate and car seats. "Children under the age of four
also supports all
families. Mabel De Silva, Chair of Hui receive diapers. According to Diaper Bank are required to ride in a child safety seat and
Mālama Ola Nā ‘Oiwi, said she wishes to founder and President Jessica Histo, one children ages of four through seven to ride
focus on keiki health and services "to show in three American families have to choose in a child safety seat or a booster."
keiki we care and to show them the value between diapers and food. This agency acFamily Support Hawaiʻi promoted
of life."
cepts diapers (unopened or opened packs) an Early Head Start, answering questions
The festival featured a trail map to di- and wipes to "help Hawaiʻi island families about pregnancy, labor, and delivery; sharrect keiki and families to local agencies of- meet their keiki's basic needs." Diaper Bank ing the latest ideas in baby care and develfering health resources and wellness servic- also accepts new and gently used blankets, opment; teaching about playing with infants
es. The map led to surprises. Once a keiki books, clothing, diaper bags, hygiene prod- and toddlers; and encouraging planning a
completed the trail on the map to agencies ucts (new only), pacifiers
healthy future "for you,
in the room, the award was a backpack with and other teething items
your baby, and your famschool supplies. Participants also entered a (new only), school supily." Early Head Start is
plies, and toys for chilfor those who are pregdren ages 0-5.
nant or have a child under
To make diaper and/
three years old, are a teen
or wipe donations, visit
parent or foster parent,
Hawaiʻi Diaper Bank's
are living below the povdrop-off locations, Monerty level, are receiving
day through Friday, 9 a.m.
TANF benefits or S.S.I.
to 4 p.m., in Nāʻālehu at
benefits, or are homePARENTS, Inc. 95-5657 Gaku Yamaguchi-Tiare Ortega of Otitis less – or hidden homeless
Photo by Leilani Esperanza (couch-surfing) – and
Māmalahoa Hwy, Unit Media.
5; in Hilo at ʻOhana Pregnancy Center, 280 living in the districts of North and South
Ponahawai Street, Ste. 203, or the Crib, 26 Kona, Waikaloa, North and South Kohala,
B Waianuenue Avenue; or in Kona at The Kaʻū, Kamuela or Honokaʻa. For more,
Laurel Ledward at Cancer Kine Tings.
Pregnancy Center, 75-5565 Luhia Street contact the closest office near you: Kaʻū,
Photo by Leilani Esperanza
Ste. A3B.
raffle for more prizes, including car seats,
To make diaper and/or wipe donations
diapers, and more from donors like KTA online, visit Hawai`i Diaper Bank's AmaSuper Store, ACE Hardware, Mizuno Su- zon Wish List: bit.ly/HDB_WishList. For
perette, Hana Hou Restaurant, and Punaluʻu all other donations, contact info@hawaiidBake Shop.
aiperbank.org to schedule a pick-up.
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Many families choose between buying diapers and
food, says Jessica Histo, President and founder of
Hawaiʻi Diaper Bank.
Photo by Julia Neal

(808) 939-7028; Kona, (808) 334-4123. See
familysupporthawaii.com or facebook.com/
familysupporthawaii.
PARENTS, Inc. provided information
on prevention, education, and treatment
services for men, women, and children.

Mother's Milk offers lactation consultations to
those needing assistance with breastfeeding.
Photo by Julia Neal

The organization hopes to strengthen families and create cycles of positive parenting
in the community by providing resources,
skills, support, and advocacy. Contact the
closest office: Kaʻū, (808) 333-3460; Hilo,
(808) 934-9552.
At the American Red Cross table, Uilani Soares gave natural disaster scenarios
and ideas for what families could do to prepare. The group works to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the face of emergencies by mobilizing the power
of volunteers and the generosity of donors.
Bay Clinic, which provides health care to the local
people of Hawaiʻi, educated
about the dangers of vaping, e-cigarettes, hookahs,
and secondhand vaping. Bay
Clinic states vape pipes, hookah pens, and e-cigarettes
are, "A new way to addict
people to nicotine," and that
even vape products that don't
contain nicotine may still be
harmful.
Project Vision Hawaiʻi
provided free eye health
screenings to participants
at the festival and educated
them about the importance of
healthy eyes.
Hawaiʻi Island Food
Bank provided and received
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Stars over Ka‘ū - July 2019
by Lew & Donna Cook

The Moon
Space Station – but how many times have
Before a joint session of Congress astronauts returned to the moon? Hunon May 25, 1961, President John F. Ken- dreds? Dozens? Sad to say, only five. Yet
nedy said, "I believe that this nation should in those six moon landings, the astronauts
commit itself to achieving the goal, before brought back hundreds of pounds of moon
this decade is
rocks. Planetary
out, of landing a
scientists studyman on the moon
ing those rocks
and
returning
came to an ashim safely to the
tounding concluEarth." We could
sion: The Moon
not believe what
rocks are so very
we were hearing.
similar to Earth
Did he realize the
rocks that the
monumental efMoon must have
fort and advanceonce been part pf
ments that would
the Earth.
be required? We
Current
didn't think it was
thinking is that,
possible; that it Buzz Aldrin sets up instruments on the moon. NASA photo in the early hiswas an impossible target to reach.
tory of the solar system, the Earth collided
The astronauts worked and trained – with another planet about the size of Mars.
even on Mauna Kea – over the rest of the The collision – a large splat – melted the
1960's – even on Mauna Kea – hurrying Earth, with a huge glob of debris thrown
to meet the deadline set at December 31,
1969. At times, it seemed like there was no
hope of making it.
Nevertheless, five months before that
deadline came, as we watched TV, we
heard: "Tranquility Base here, the Eagle
has landed" when two astronauts shut off
their rocket motor and their spacecraft settled onto the dusty rocks of the moon's surface. That was fifty years ago this month.
Over the next few hours, they went outside
and explored, and gathered sample rocks.
A lot has happened in the fifty years
since: ten thousand satellites have been
launched, three long term space stations Geologist Patrick Russell investigates the geology
of Apollo Valley with rover-deployed scientific
built – Mir, Skylab, and the International instruments. Apollo Valley is a former 1960s

Apollo-era astronaut training site at 11,500 ft. on
Mauna Kea.
Photo from the Smithsonian Institution

out, forming a ring around the earth. This
debris became the Moon, which still circles the earth. So, just where is Tranquility
Base? It is shown on the map.
Moon Phases
Date
Moonrise Moonset
New Moon
July 2
5:45 am
7:04 pm
First Quarter
July 9
12:55 pm 1:20 am*
Full Moon
July 16
7:16 pm
5:43 am*
Last Quarter
July 24
11:45 am** 12:21 pm
New Moon
July 31
5:32 am
7:03 pm
*next morning
**previous day

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east,
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west,
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here.
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.
The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

after sunset, so aren't really noticeable in
the sky.
Constellations and Deep Sky Objects
The large birds of the northern sky
are rising higher yet at chart time: there is
Cygnus (the Swan) and Aquilla (the Eagle)
chasing after Hercules, the Herdsman (Bootes), and the Snake Handler, Ophiuchus,
while Sagittarius and the deadly Scorpion
glide high across the Southern Sky. Meanwhile, Virgo is preparing to set as the sky
rotates to the east.
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:
Date
Sunrise
Sunset
July 5, 2019
5:49 am
7:04 pm
July 12
5:52 am
7:04 pm
July 19
5:54 am
7:02 pm
July 26
5:57 am
7:00 pm
The times of sunrise and sunset are changing slowly in July, but will pick up speed as
the Sun starts moving south.

Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo Restaurant schedule:
Closed Mondays
Planets
Breakfast & Lunch, 7 AM - 4 PM daily
At our chart date, the 15th, Saturn and
Dinner, 5 PM - 8:30 PM daily
the Moon will rise together less than half a
Check for the schedule at imiloahadegree apart. Juwaii.org. Mempiter rose in the
bers are admitted
east about 4:15
free to the daily
p.m. As they
shows.
rise together on
There is a
the evening our
night show once
chart is drawn
a month, when
for, July 15,
smaller
telethey are separatscopes on Mauna
ed by one moon
Kea are linked to
width.
Venus
the Planetarium
is the morning
where they show
star, rising less
live shots of inthan an hour bedividual objects.
fore the sun, but
Call the Planetarcan be glimpsed
ium at (808) 932in the brighten8901 for info
ing sky. Conon the schedule
versely,
Mars Heading Back: The Lunar Module has left the Sea of Tran- and ticket availquility and is approaching the Command Module, where Asand Mercury set tronaut Michael Collins stayed during the lunar exploration. ability,
prices
within an hour The earth is in the background. NASA-JSC photo
and membership
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The location of Tranquility Base is marked on the
image of the moon with a white circle. Base image
from Stellarium, a free Planetarium program

costs. Please mention to the nice folks at
the ticket sales desk where you got the
inspiration to come, and that you are entitled to the 10% kamaʻaina discount for
membership.

This view out the window of the descending Apollo
11 Lunar Module shows the dust blown up by the
descent rocket motor as the spacecraft was seconds
from landing. Neil Armstrong saw large boulders at
their intended landing spot and manually flew the
craft to a spot that he considered was safe to land.
You can see one of the four landing pad's shadows
and its attached surface probe. The probe turns
on a light in the cockpit that indicates contact with
the lunar surface. When they shut down the rocket
motor, only 21 seconds of fuel remained.
Photo from NASA-JSC
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Sports Teams Stroll for Nāʻālehu Independence Day Parade

Kaʻū sporting teams walked the entire length of
the Nāʻālehu Independence Day Parade on Saturday,
June 29. The parade, sponsored by ʻO Kaʻū Kākou
welcomed Kaʻū Baseball and Hokulele Basketball
Club, both with extensive youth programs. See more
parade photos on pages 1, 7, 8, and 9.
Photos by Leilani Esperanza

42nd Kaʻū Roping & Riding Buckle Rodeo

The forty-second annual Buckle July Mugging, Double Mugging, Wahine Mug- dren under 12, Dummy Roping for children
4 Rodeo will kick up action and dirt at the ging, Rescue Race, Poʻowaiʻu, Tie Down, four and under, Dummy Roping for children
Kaʻū Roping & Riding Association arena in Wahine Breakaway, Youth Barrels for chil- five to eight, Goat Undercorating for chilNāʻālehu on Saturday and Sundren four and under, Goat Underday, July 6 and 7.
corating for children five to eight,
Last year, bulls won the
Calf Riding for children five to
bull riding competition, as no
12, and Bull Riding.
paniolo could stay on board.
The event happens at the
A collateral event invites folks
rodeo grounds behind Nā‘ālehu
to pray and praise at Cowboy
Park. Slack starts at 8 a.m., show
Church on Sunday at the arena.
starts at noon, each day.
Competitions are: Open
Tickets are available at the
Dally, Kane-Wahine Dally,
gate for $8 per person. Pre-sale
Century Roping – where ages
tickets are available around town
of the team members add up
for $7 person from Rodeo Queen
to 100 years or more, Ranch Last year, the bulls won, as no rider could keep their seat at the 41st Annual
contestants.
Buckle
July
4
Rodeo.
Photo
by
Richard
Taylor
Mugging, Kane-Wahine Ribbon

Kaʻū High School
Coaches Wanted

Head Coaches for Coed Judo, Coed
Swimming, and Boys Baseball are wanted
by Kaʻū High School for the 2019-2020
school year. Applications, due Monday,
July 8, can be picked up at the school office weekdays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Coaches
hired by Hawaiʻi Department of Education are required to pass a criminal background check. Contact Kaʻū High Athletic
Director Kalei Namohala 313-4161 with
questions.
Contact Ralph or Tammy Kaʻapana,
929-8079.

Chaunalisa Velez Awarded Volleyball & Basketball Scholarships

Chaunalisa Velez will go to college
on an athletic scholarship to play basketball and volleyball. The 2019 Kaʻū High
School graduate will join Everett Community College in Washington state, "where
she will forever be a Trojan," said Trojans
Girls Basketball Assistant Coach Jennifer
Makuakane. Velez also received the Kaʻū
High School Female Athlete of the Year
Award. Her plan is to become a registered
nurse.
Makuakane provided a history of
Velez's Kaʻū High sports career. Back in
the fall of 2015, Girls Basketball Head
Coach Cy Lopez, Jr approached freshman
Velez, inquiring about her interest in girls
basketball. "She was the perfect candidate
to fill the position as a center on his team,"
said Makunakane. "She looked at him a
little shocked that he asked and politely
declined, because she never played basketball and was more interested in soccer.
"Three years passed and the question

definitely sense she was
in her element and how
passionate she was for the
sport. She was confident
in her abilities, a strong
and skilled middle, and
you could see that she was
'comfortable.'"
At the end of Velez
's senior year of volleyball, said Makuakane,
the coach "attempted to
recruit her once again.
He knew it was the last
chance and thought, 'Why
not, the answer can only
be yes or no.' To his surprise," Velez stated she
Chaunalisa Velez, center, with her ‘ohana and coaches, as she signs with
would try out.
Everette Community College in Washington state.
Said Makuakane, "At
Photo from Ka‘ū High School
didn't come up until Coach Cy started asthe end of each day of trysisting with girl's volleyball. Watching outs, all of the coaches would gather with
Chauna on the volleyball court, you could

their evaluation sheets for each player.
When it came to discussing Chauna's abilities, they were impressed. With no more
than two hours on her first day, Chauna's
athletic ability and capability was impressive, and she was proof that success comes
when hard work and effort is applied. She
absorbed everything that she was taught
like a sponge.
"As the weeks passed and hours of
practices added up, Chauna grew in the
sport that was initially foreign to her. As
the season went on, the coaches asked her
what was the reason behind going from
three years of soccer to suddenly playing
basketball. She stated, 'It's my senior year
and I wanted to step out of my comfort
zone.'
"Comfort zone or not, you couldn't
tell it was her first year playing," said
Makuakane. "She excelled very quickly
Velez, pg. 15

Annual Pig Hunt

The third annual Pig Hunt, hosted
by Kaʻū Multicultural Society, happens
Saturday, July 20 at the parking lot adjacent to 96-3258 Maile Street, near the
old Radio Station Building in Pāhala. The
location for the home base of the event is
provided by the Edmund C. Olson Trust.
The scale for the weigh-ins for the
wild pigs will be open from 10 a.m. to 5
Heaviest boar of 2017 was captured by Team 12
p.m. Food booths and a variety of contests
led by Tyrell Mason, of Kaʻū, weighing in at 150
are featured, including Over-All Pua‘a
lbs. Photo by Guy Sesson
prize for heaviest pig; Heaviest Boar/
Laho‘ole; Heaviest Sow; Biggest Tusk; and the Smoke Meat Contest.
Contact Kalani Vierra at 938-2005, Darlyne Vierra at 640-8740, or Liz Kuluwaimaka at 339-0289.
The Ka‘ū Calendar

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

July, 2019

Page 5

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH
Nāʻālehu School Celebrates Cultural Diversity with Dance, Song

Nāʻālehu Elementary School celebrated May Day in
its gym, with family members invited to witness the song
and dance of the teachers and children, celebrating the
multicultural student body. May Day has been Lei Day
since 1927 when the tradition was introduced in Hawaiʻi
to include lei making competition, exchanging lei and enjoying music and dance with performers and the audience
adorned with lei.
In Kaʻū schools, it is often used to show the cultural
diversity of the student body, with dances and music from
Hawaiʻi, the Philippines, South Pacific Islands, and other
homelands of people who moved here.

Nāʻālehu May Day Court.

Photo by Sheilah Okimoto

Fourth graders dance Tahitian for May Day.
Photo by Sheilah Okimoto
Nāʻālehu Elementary School celebrated May Day on Friday, May
31, with first grade illustrating paniolo life in Kaʻū.
Photo by Sheilah Okimoto

Mrs. Jara and her third grade class.

Photo by Sheilah Okimoto

Families join the May Day Court members.
Photo by Sheilah Okimoto

Kāwā Stewarded by Kupu Youth Conservation Corps

Kupu's Hawaiʻi Youth Conservation Corps worked at to the ʻāina. Both Kupu and Nā Mamo o Kāwā members,
Kāwā in June, with Kaʻū's own
including spiritual leader
Nā Mamo o Kāwā stewardship
Duane Pua, offered daily
hui. As part of its summer procultural protocol to begin
gram, Kupu sent five affiliates
work along the beach trail
to stay in Pāhala and help with
and coastal lands.
Kāwā conservation projects.
The group focused on
With three members enNā Mamo o Kāwā's efforts
rolled in college, one college
to care for the land, with
graduate, and one high school
such activities as cleargraduate, the group traveled to
ing invasive plant species,
Kaʻū to learn about collaborative
propagating native plants,
conservation. Under the guidand maintaining integrity
ance of Nā Mamo o Kāwā, Kupu
of coastal areas. In accoraided in the stewardship efforts
dance with Kupu's mission
of Kāwā and continued their Kupu's mission to encourage pono was in action at Kāwā in June. to encourage pono through
Photo by Kaweni Masaniai-Ibarra environmental
mission to revitalize connections
stewardship and service-learning
opportunities, Nā Mamo o Kāwā led the group
through its plans while teaching the cultural importance of the area. Among native species planted, and cared for are ʻulu, ʻūlei, and alaheʻe.
James Akau, executive director of Nā Mamo
o Kāwā, said the progress has been increasingly
impactful as more groups have come in to contribute to the effort. Nā Mamo o Kāwā aims to
clear invasive plants to increase the presence of
native plant species, such as ʻaʻaliʻi and milo,
while incorporating useful plants that can benefit the community. This ties in to their effort to
restore a native dryland forest to the area. The
fruits of the organization's labor have become apparent through an increase in native plants along
the coast. At the end of the week, Kupu gathered
ʻaʻaliʻi from Kāwā and local plumeria to craft lei.
Pāhala Plantation Cottages hosted the Kupu
affiliates during their stay in Kaʻū.
Page 6

July, 2019

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

The Ka‘ū Calendar

Read The Ka‘ū Calendar Daily at kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs
Nāʻālehu Parade, from pg. 1
Nāʻālehu Methodist Church drove
a tractor pulling part of its congregation.
Miss Kaʻū Coffee Helena Sesson rode in
a coffee picking truck with a coffee tree,
foliage, and flowers decorating the pickup.
Friends of Kaʻū Libraries traveled in a car,
as did members of the Hawaiʻi Civic Club.
Pā‘ū riders are, top row, flag bearers Maka Hanoa and Kircia Derasin,
Ikaika Grace and Lori Lee Lorenzo, and
Waʻa Ke and Elaine Togami.
Middle row, Richard Souza and Ka-

malani Salmo, Frank Lorenzo and Raylynne Welker, and Ikaika Derrasin and
Makela Akana.
Bottom row, Mana Ke and Merle

Becker, Aislynn Mandaloniz and Makana Gravela, and Ricky Souza
and Teʻani Souza.
See more parade photos on pages 1, 5, 8, and 9.
Photos by Peter Anderson and Leilani Esperanza

Gabbard, from pg. 1
candidates on the stage Wednesday night.
A graphic emailed by her presidential campaign crew, Tulsi2020, said she shot up to
first place during the debate, followed by
Cory Booker, Beto O'Rourke, Elizabeth
Warren, and Bill De Blasio.
The conservative Drudge Report announced an instant poll showing Gabbard
as the winner of the debate, with 42.84
percent of the ~82,700 people polled by 9
p.m. Drudge stated that Gabbard led in the
poll, with Elizabeth Warren second with
11.77 percent, John Delany with 9.73 percent, Bill De Blasio with 7.15 percent, Tim
Ryan with 6.37 percent, Amy Klobuchar
with 5.27 percent, Jay Inslee with 5.18 percent, Julián Castro with 4.17 percent, Beto
O'Rourke with 3.92 percent, and Cory
Booker with 3.6 percent.

The conservative Washington Examiner poll showed a similar distribution as the Drudge Report, at around 9 p.m. June 26, with an undisclosed number of voters, showing Gabbard out in front with 39.93 percent,
Warren with 20.74 percent, Castro with 10.15 percent, and the rest under
eight percent each.
During the 45 seconds provided to each candidate for their personal
statements, Gabbard said, "Our nation was founded on the principals of
service above self. People who fled kings who literally prospered on the
backs and sacrifices of people. Coming here to this country, instead, putting in place a government that is of, by, and for the people. But that's not
what we have. Instead we have a government that is of, by, and for the rich
and powerful.
Gabbard, pg. 12

CLAssiFiED

FOR SALE BY OWNER

2 adjacent lots on 10th above Ruby in Volcano's Mauna Loa Estates, Wooded. Totals 1 acre.
Email volcanolisa@hotmail.com for more info.

HOME, RANCH & BUSINESS

MOBILE SCREEN SERVICES - custom screens, windows, doors, lanais. 808-990-2406.
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work.
New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.

FOR SALE

Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property.
Bob Taylor 929-8112, 936-8623.
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR

tival-Craft Fair, Thursday, July 4, parade Alternative Handbuilding - East African
Seamless Summer Program: Free Meals,
4:30-6p.m., Ocean View Community Center.
starts 9a.m., festival and craft fair at Cooper
Monday through Friday, through July 11,
Followed by Couples Engagement, 6-8p.m.
Pottery with Erik Wold, Saturday, July 6
Center until 1:30p.m. Parade starts at Volexcept July 4. Breakfast, 7:30-8a.m.; Lunch,
Hosted by Ocean View Baptist Church. Open
through August 31, 10a.m.-1p.m., Volcano
cano Post Office, down Old Volcano Road,
11-11:30a.m., Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elemento the public.
Art Center. No class August 24. $180/VAC
up Wright Road, and ends at Cooper Center
tary School cafeteria and Nā‘ālehu Elemenmember, $200/non-member, plus $15 mate- Flameworking - An Introductory Class
in Volcano Village. Free entry to activities,
tary School cafeteria Breakfast, 7:30-8a.m.;
rials fee. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org
with Nash Adams-Pruitt, Tuesday, July 9,
food, entertainment. Sponsored by Volcano
Lunch 11:30a.m.-noon. Open to all people
Zentangle
Inspired Labyrinth Cartouches
5-8p.m., Volcano Art Center. $75/VAC memunder age 18.
ber, $80/non-member, plus $40 supply fee.
Summer Reading Program: A Universe
Class size limited. Register early. Advanced
of Stories, through July 13, at all Hawai‘i
registration required. 967-8222, volcanoartPublic Libraries including Nā‘ālehu and
center.org
Pāhala. Sign-in and register at librarieshaAfter Dark in the Park - New Insights from
waii.beanstack.org for free reading rewards,
Kīlauea Volcano's 2018 Lower East Rift
activities, and programs for all ages and a
Zone Eruption, Tuesday, July 9, 7p.m.,
chance to win a Roundtrip for Four to anyKīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. USGS
where Alaska Airlines flies.
HVO geologist Matt Patrick describes ex6th Annual Ka‘ū Coffee Trail Run Regpected and unexpected aspects of the erupistration Open, daily, webscorer.com/
tion and how the activity might be used to
register?raceid=166020. 5K, 10K, 1/2 Maraimprove his and other scientists' ability to
thon races through macnut and coffee fields
forecast future hazards on Kīlauea. Free;
along slopes of Ka‘ū starting at 7a.m., Sept.
park entrance fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/
21, Ka‘ū Coffee Mill. Sponsored by Ka‘ū
havo
Coffee Mill and ‘O Ka‘ū Kākou. Prices in- ʻO Kaʻū Kākou members led off the Nāʻālehu Independence Day Parade, as sponsors of the event.
Kui Kalo Demonstration, Wednesday,
crease after July 9. okaukakou.org, kaucofPhoto by Peter Anderson
July 10, 10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Cenfeemill.com
ter lānai. Ranger Keoni Kaholo‘a‘ā shares
with Lois and Earl Stokes, Saturday, July
Community Association and Cooper Center
Exhibit -The Joy of the Brush: Paintings by
knowledge of kalo and making poi. Free;
6, 10a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center. All
Council. Leashed dogs allowed. Parade enLinda J. Varez, daily through Aug. 4, 9a.m.park entrance fees apply. nps.gov/havo
welcome, no experience necessary. Potluck try form at volcanocommunity.org. Vendor
5p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. Free; park
bring dish to share. $30/VAC member, $35/ Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka‘ū, Thursday,
application at thecoopercenter.org, email to
entrance fees may apply. 967-7565, volcanonon-member, plus $10 supply fee. 967-8222,
idoaloha@gmail.com. Tara Holmes, 464July 11, 6:30p.m., United Methodist Church,
artcenter.org
volcanoartcenter.org
3625, 8a.m.-5p.m.
Nā‘ālehu. Pres. Berkley Yoshida, 747-0197
Ocean View Volunteer Fire Department
Keiki Science Class, Saturday, July 6 – 1st Laysan Albatross (Mōlī) and Other Native
Mtg., Monday, July 1,
Saturday, monthly – 11a.m.-noon, Ace HardSeabirds: Their Significance in Hawaiian
4-6p.m., Ocean View Comware Stores islandwide; Nā‘ālehu, 929-9030
Culture, Thursday, July 11, 6:30-8p.m., Volmunity Center. 939-7033,
and Ocean View, 929-7315. Free. acehardcano Art Center. Short documentary showovcahi.org
ware.com
ing, book signing, and presentation by Kumu
Flameworking - An IntroducPostcards from the Edge - Painting
tory Class with Nash AdWorkshop with Artist-in-Residence
ams-Pruitt, Tuesday, July 2,
Alice Leese, Sunday, July 7, 10a.m.5-8p.m., Volcano Art Center.
noon, edge of Kīlauea, behind Volcano
$75/VAC member, $80/nonHouse. Meet and paint with Leese. Limmember, plus $40 supply fee.
ited to 12 people. Attendees receive a
Class size limited. Advanced
postcard-sized blank canvas but must
registration required. 967bring their own paints and a small travel
8222, volcanoartcenter.org
easel. $75/person includes lunch at Volcano House. Register, fhvnp.org/events/
Ka‘ū Coffee Growers Mtg.,
postcards-from-the-edge-paintingTuesday, July 2, 6-8p.m.,
Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries. Photo by Peter Anderson
workshop-with-artist-in-residence-alicePāhala Community Center.
Hawaiian Civic Club of Kaʻū.
Photo by Peter Anderson
leese. Free; park entrance fees apply. 985After Dark in the Park Keiki Jiggle Bums, Thursday, July 4 and 18 –
Sabra Kauka and Hob Osterlund, award6011, nps.gov/havo
1st and 3rd Thursday, monthly – 9-10:30a.m.,
Kīlauea 2018 Volcanic Pollution: from
winning writer, photographer, and conservaOcean View Community Center. Discover Sunday Clay - High Fire! with Erik Wold,
tionist. Free; $5 donation to VAC suggested.
Source to Exposed Communities, Tuesday,
July 7 to Sept. 1, morning session 11:30a.m.the joy of early learning through song and
967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org
July 2, 7p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Audi2:30p.m., or afternoon session 2:45-5:45p.m.,
musical instruments. For keiki 0-4 years.
torium. Volcanologist Dr. Evgenia Ilyinskaya
Hawai‘i
Disability Legal Services, Friday,
Volcano Art Center. No class Aug. 25. Eight
Nicola, 238-8544
presents new information about what volcaJuly
12,
9a.m.-noon, Ocean View Commuwheel-thrower and three hand builder slots
nic pollution really contains and its poten- Women's Expression Group, Thursday,
nity Center. Free disability legal services proper
session.
$180/VAC
member,
$200/nontial implications for environmental impacts.
July 4 – 1st Thursday monthly – 3-4:30p.m.,
vided by Hawai‘i Legal
member, plus $15
Free; park entrance fees apply. 985-6011,
PARENTS Inc., Nā‘ālehu. Women welcome
Aid. 939-7033, ovcahi.
materials
fee,
p
er
nps.gov/havo
to drop in. Free. Lindsey Miller, 333-3460,
org
8-week
session.
lindsey@hawaiiparents.org
Early Head Start, Wednesday, July 3 – 1st
967-8222, volcanoCommunity
Dance,
Wednesday, monthly – 10a.m.-noon, Ocean Ocean View Neighborhood Watch Mtg.,
artcenter.org
Friday,
July
12,
View Community Center. Social get together
Thursday, July 4, 6-7p.m., Ocean View Com- Ham Radio Potluck
7-10p.m., Cooper Cenmunity Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
ter, Volcano Village.
Picnic,
Sunday,
Minors allowed with su‘O Ka‘ū Kākou Mtg., Thursday, July 4, 6:30July 7 – 1st Sunday,
pervision only. Alcohol8:30p.m., Aspen Center. okaukakou.org
monthly – noonfree event. Variety of
2p.m.,
Manukā
Ka‘ū Roping & Riding Association 42nd
music. Snacks providState Park. Anyone
Annual 4th of July Buckle Rodeo, Saturday
ed; additional pūpū welinterested
in
learnPāhala Volunteer Fire Department.
and Sunday, July 6 and 7. Slack starts 8a.m.,
come.
Free. 967-7800,
ing about ham radio
Photo by Leilani Esperanza thecoopercenter.org
show starts noon, at rodeo grounds behind
is
welcome
to
atNā‘ālehu Park. Tickets available at gate, $8/
Kīlauea Drama & Entend. View sites.google.com/site/southpointperson. Pre-sale tickets available $7/person
arc or sites.google.com/viewith southhawaiitertainment Network's Summer Musiaround town from Rodeo Queen contestants.
ares/home. Rick Ward, 938-3058
cal: Rodgers and Hammerstein's Flower
Ralph or Tammy, 929-8079
Head
Coaches
Drum Song, Friday-Saturday-Sunday, July
Stewardship at the
12-28, Kīlauea Military Camp's Kīlauea
Wanted
for
Ka‘ū
Summit, July 6, 12,
Theater. Tickets available at Kīlauea GnHigh
School,
201920, and 26, 8:45a.m.eral Store, Kea‘au Natural Foods, Basically
2020:
Coed
Judo,
noon, Kīlauea VisiBooks, The Most Irresistible Shop and at
Coed
Swimming,
Four-wheelers are popular among farmers, hunttor Center. Volunteers
door. $20/general admission, $15/student or
and
Boys
Basketers, ranchers, and parade participants.
remove
invasive,
over 60, $12/age 12 and under. Park entrance
ball.
Applications
Photo by Peter Anderson
non-native
plants.
fees may apply. 982-7344, kden73@aol.
due
Monday,
July
Wear sturdy hiking
for keiki and parents; open to public. 939com, kden.org
8
pick
up
at
school
shoes and long pants.
7033, ovcahi.org
office
weekdays,
Pancake Breakfast and Raffle, Saturday,
Bring hat, rain gear,
8a.m.-4p.m. Must
Hula Voices with Kumu Hula Stacey
July 13, 8-11a.m., Ocean View Community
day pack, snacks, and
pass criminal backCenter. To volunteer, call 939-7033, ovcahi.
Kapuaikapolipele Ka‘au‘a, Wednesday,
water.
Gloves/tools
ground check. AthJuly 3 – 1st Wednesday, monthly – 5:30provided.
Parental/ Nāʻālehu Volunteer Fire Department.
Photo by Leilani Esperanza letic Director Kalei
7p.m., Volcano Art Center Gallery. Desiree
guardian accompaniNamohala, 313-4161
Moana Cruz moderates the talk story session.
ment or written consent
Free. 967-7565, volcanoartcenter.org
required for under 18 yrs. Free; park entrance Ka‘ū Homeschool Co–op Group, Monday,
fees apply. Paul and Jane Field, field@haJuly 8, 1p.m., contact for location. ParentJuly 4th Breakfast Buffet, Thursday, July 4,
waii.edu, nps.gov/havo
led homeschool activity and social group,
6:30-11a.m., Crater Rim Café, Kīlauea Milibuilding community in Ka‘ū. Laura Roberts,
tary Camp. Includes: Waffles with Toppings, Edible Landscaping for Backyards and
406-249-3351
Omelet Station, Meats, Breakfast Potatoes,
Beyond with Zach Mermel of Ola Design
Steam Rice, Fresh Fruit, Assorted Baked
Group, Saturday, July 6, 9a.m.-noon, Volca- Hawai‘i County Council Mtgs., Monday,
Breads, and a beverage. $12.50/Adults,
July 8 (Committees), Tuesday, July 9 (Counno Art Center. Learn how to transform lanai
$6.50/Child, ages 6-11. No reservations recil), Hilo. Ka‘ū residents can participate via
and lawn, field and fence into an abundant
quired. Open to all authorized patrons and
videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State Office
oasis of edible and multifunctional plants.
sponsored guests. Park entrance fees apply.
Building. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.
Kaʻū Auto Repair is a regular participant in rescu$30/VAC member, $40/non-member, plus
967-8356, kilaueamilitarycamp.com
$15 materials fee. Class size limited; register Couples Dinner, Monday-Friday, July 8-12, ing vehicles and in joining the parade.
Photo by Peter Anderson
Volcano Village 4th of July Parade-Fesearly. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org
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org
Nā Mamo o Kāwā ʻOhana Work Day, Saturday, July 13, meet 9:30a.m., Northern
Gate, Kāwā. RSVP to James Akau, jakau@
nmok.org, 561-9111. Bring a water bottle,
lunch, closed toed shoes, long sleeved t-shirt,
and pants. Tools, gloves, water, and light refreshments provided. nmok.org, facebook.
com/NMOK.Hawaii
Writing from the Heart with Frances KaiHwa Wang, Saturday, July 13, 9:30a.m.4p.m., Volcano Art Center. $65/VAC
member, $75/non-member. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org, franceskaihwawang.com
38th Annual Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park Cultural Festival at Kahuku Unit,
July 13, 10a.m.-3p.m. Free. Live music,
hula, and hands-on Hawaiian cultural activities and demonstrations. Food available for
purchase. Visitors welcome to bring picnic
lunch. nps.gov/havo
Soul Town Band performance, Saturday,
July 13, 7-10p.m., Kīlauea Military Theater.
$5 cover charge. Open to all authorized patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance
fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com
Medicine for the Mind: Teachings in the
Tibetan Buddhist Tradition, Sunday, July
14 – 2nd Sunday, monthly – 3-5p.m., Volcano Art Center. Free; calabash donations
welcome. Dress warmly. Patty Johnson,
345-1527
Monday Movie Night: Fire & Sand (Local
Documentary), July 15, 7p.m., $5 donation
suggested. Popcorn and snacks available for
purchase. Bring cushion. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org
The Wonderful World of Wine & Watercolor, Tuesday, July 16, 4-7p.m, Volcano Art
Center. $30/VAC member, $35/non-member,
$17 supply fee. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.
org
After Dark in the Park -Texas Rancher and
Painter Alice Leese, HVNP July Artist in
Residence, Tuesday, July 16, 7p.m., Kīlauea
Visitor Center Auditorium. While in the park,
Leese – who works her family’s 100-yearold ranch – will feel the volcanic panoramas,
plants, and animals, then share her artistic
interpretations with the public. Free; park
entrance fees apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo
Ocean View Community Association Board
of Directors Mtg., Wednesday, July 17,
12:30-1:30p.m., Ocean View Community
Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Hawai‘i State Little League Tournament,
Friday through Tuesday, July 19-23, first
game at 11:30a.m., second game at 2:30p.m.
Nā‘ālehu Community Center Ball Field,
Hwy 11. Winners go to regionals. Concessions available. No admission charged. Josh
Crook, 345-0511
Taiko Drumming Presentation by Kenny
Endo, Friday, July 19, 1:30-2:15p.m, Pāhala
Public & School Library. Suitable for all
ages. Young children must be accompanied
by parent or adult caregiver. Free. Carol
Dodd, 928-2015, librarieshawaii.org

Free; donations appreciated. Full - waitlist
only. RSVP required. 769-7629, kahakai.
cleanups@gmail.com
Mobile Spay & Neuter Waggin', Tuesday,
July 20, 7:30a.m.-4p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Low income pet
parents and those with limited transportation
qualify for mobile spay/neuter service. Free.
Surgery by phone appointment only. Hawai‘i
Island Humane Society, 796-0107, hihs.org

park entrance fees apply. 9678222, volcanohula@gmail.com,
volcanoartcenter.org
Nā Mea Hula with Kumu Loke
Kamanu & ‘Ohana, Saturday,
July 20, 11a.m.-1p.m., Volcano Art Center
Gallery porch. Hands-on cultural demonstration. Free; park entrance fees apply. 9678222, volcanohula@gmail.com, volcanoartcenter.org
Ham Radio Mtg., Saturday, July 20, 2-3p.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033,
ovcahi.org
Sounds at the Summit, Desiree Moana Cruz
& the Bill Nobel Quintet performance, Sat-

Kenny Endo, master taiko artist, brings his ensemble to Pāhala Public & School Library on
Friday, July 19 at 1:30 p.m.
Photo fromfestivalofsacredmusic.org

July 19: Kenny Endo and his Taiko Ensemble

Taiko drumming with Kenny Endo and his Ensemble comes to Pāhala Public & School
Library Friday, July 19 from 1:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. The event is free.
"Like all phenomena in this universe, taiko (Japanese drumming) is a result of forces
interacting and affecting one another. Master taiko artist Endo has been inspired by space, the
heavens, and universal energy in his original compositions," says a statement from the library.
The Taiko Ensemble will perform contemporary pieces such as Soaring, Jugoya (Crystal
Clear Moon), Moonwind (Backside of the Moon), and Winds of Change.
The 45-minute presentation is suitable for all ages. Young children must be accompanied
by a parent or adult caregiver.
Sponsored by Friends of the Library of Hawai‘i and the 2019 Summer Reading Sponsors, the program is a production of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa Outreach College's
Statewide Cultural Extension Program with funding and support provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, Hawaiʻi State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, and the UH-Mānoa.
For a list of upcoming library events, visit librarieshawaii.org/branch/pahala-public-andschool-library or call 808-928-2015.

Park: Tale of the Wanderer, Tuesday, July
23, 7p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium. Join historian Hugh Montgomery and
actor Dick Hershberger in a two-man play
that brings the epic tale of a rediscovered
rock within the Park and the voyages of Benjamin Boyd to life. Free; park entrance fees
apply. 985-6011, nps.gov/havo
Kāhili Demonstration, Wednesday, July 24,
10a.m.-noon, Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai.
Create a small kāhili pa‘a lima, a handheld
feather standard. Free; park entrance fees apply. nps.gov/havo
Ka‘ū Community Children's Council,
Thursday, July 25, 3-4p.m., Classroom 35,
Building F, Nā‘ālehu Elementary School.
Provides local forum for all community
members to come together as equal partners
to discuss and positively affect multiple systems' issues for the benefit of all students,
families, and communities. Chad Domingo,
text 808-381-2584, domingoc1975@yahoo.
com, ccco.k12.hi.us
Volcano Friends Feeding Friends, Thursday,
July 25, 4-6p.m., Cooper Center, Volcano
Village. Free community dinner for all. Additional packaged goods to take home for those
in need. Donations and volunteers encouraged. 967-7800, thecoopercenter.org
Coffee Talk at Kahuku, Friday, July 26,
9:30-11a.m., Kahuku Unit Visitor Contact
Station. Free. nps.gov/havo
Volcano's ‘Ōhi‘a Lehua Half Marathon, 7
a.m., 5K, 7:15 a.m., and Keiki Dash, 10 a.m..
Races begin and end at Volcano School of
Arts & Sciences Campus on Haunani Road.
Half Marathon, along road - $75/person until July 25; $85 July 26-27. 5K, along road
- $40/person until July 25; $45/person July
26-27. Keiki Dash, grassy field, $10/child ages 6 and under run 300 meters; ages 7-10
years old run 600 meters. No T-shirts given
for Keiki Dash. Register at webscorer.com/
register?raceid=175619. ohialehuahalf.com
Experience Volcano Festival, Saturday, July
27, and Sunday, July 28, multiple locations
in Volcano. Features art, food, music, and
performances. More details at experiencevolcano.com
Bingo, Saturday, July 27, 9-11a.m., St. Jude's
Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Prize donations needed. stjudeshawaii.org
Arts & Tea Culture Workshop Series #3,
Sunday, July 27, 1-4p.m., Volcano Art Center. Requires minimum of 6 participants to be
held. 967-8222, volcanoartcenter.org
Grand Slam performance, Saturday, July 27,
7-10p.m., Kīlauea Military Theater. Cover
charge taken at door. Open to all authorized
patrons and sponsored guests. Park entrance
fees apply. kilaueamilitarycamp.com
Ka‘ū Food Pantry, Tuesday, July 30,
11:30a.m.-1p.m., St. Jude's Episcopal
Church in Ocean View. Volunteers welcome.
Dave Breskin, 319-8333
Kōkua Kupuna Project, Wednesday, July
31 – last Wednesday, monthly – 9-11a.m.,
St. Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean View.
Seniors 60 years and older encouraged to
attend, ask questions, and inquire about services offered through Legal Aid Society of
Hawai‘i – referral required, 961-8626 for
free legal services. Under 60, call 1-800499-4302. More info: tahisha.despontes@
legalaidhawaii.org, 329-3910 ext. 925. legalaidhawaii.org
Mayor Kim & Ocean View Neighborhood
Watch Mtg., Thursday, Aug. 1, 6-7p.m.,
Ocean View Community Center. 939-7033,
ovcahi.org
Tūtū & Me Traveling Preschool Enrollment, Accepting Applications - Orientation Aug. 5 & 6, with programs continuing
following week in Nā‘ālehu on Monday
& Wednesday, 8:45-10:45am, and Pāhala,
Tuesday & Thursday, 8:30-10:30am. Space
limited. pidfoundation.org

urday, July 20, 5:30p.m., Volcano Art Center.
3rd Annual Ka‘ū Multicultural Society Pig
Be-bop, swing, bosanova, salsa, and smoothHunt, Saturday, July 20, weigh-in open 10
jazz-funk. $20/VAC member, $25/non-mema.m.-5p.m., parking lot adjacent to 96-3258
ber. Tickets available for purchase online.
Maile Street, Pāhala, near old Radio Station
Beer, wine, and pupu available for purchase
Building. Food booths and variety of contest
at event. volcanoartcenter.org
categories. Kalani Vierra, 938-2005, Darlyne Ka‘ū Chamber of Commerce Mtg., Sunday,
Vierra, 6408740, or Liz
July 21, 4-6p.m., Ocean View Community
Kuluwaimaka, 339-0289
Center. 939-7033, ovcahi.org
Ocean View C.E.R.T. Hawai‘i County Council Mtgs., Tuesday,
Mtg., Saturday, July 20,
July 23 (Committees), Wednesday, July 24,
10a.m.-1p.m.,
Ocean
(Council), Kona. Ka‘ū residents participate
View Community Center.
via videoconferencing at Nā‘ālehu State OfCommunity Emergency
fice Building. Agendas at hawaiicounty.gov.
Response Team monthly HOVE Road Maintenance Board Mtg.,
meeting and training.
Tuesday, July 23, 10a.m., HOVE Road
939-7033, ovcahi.org
Maintenance office. 929-9910, gm@hovBeginner & Intermedieroad.com, hoveroad.com
ate Mixed Media En- After Dark in the Park - A Rock in the
caustic with
Mary MilelSatMiss Kaʻū Coffee Helena Nihipali Sesson rides on a coffe truck bedecked zcik,
July
with flowers.
Photo by Leilani Esperanza urday,
20, 10a.m.Free Haircuts, Saturday, July 20, St. Jude's
2p.m., Volcano Art Center. $55/
Episcopal Church, Ocean View. Kady and
VAC member, $60/non-member,
Drew Foster. Sign-up sheet on church bulleplus $25 supply fee. 967-8222,
tin board. stjudeshawaii.org
volcanoartcenter.org
Giving Tree, Saturday, July 20, lower park- Hula Kahiko - Kumu Hula Moing lot, St. Jude's Episcopal Church, Ocean
ses Kaho‘okele Crabbe with
View. Free clothing and self care items.
Hālauolaokalani, Saturday, July
stjudeshawaii.org
20, 10:30-11:30a.m., hula platHawai‘i Wildlife Fund Data Survey and
form near Volcano Art Center Hawaiʻi County Marching Band walks through Nāʻālehu during every Independence Day Parade.
Clean-up at Kamilo, Saturday, July 20.
Gallery. Hula performance. Free;
Photo by Leilani Esperanza
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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Public Input Sought for Nāʻālehu Sewer Project

Input on the proposed Nāʻālehu Large
Capacity Cesspool closure is requested
from area residents by county consultant
Earl Matsukawa of Wilson Okamoto Corp.,
who is preparing a draft Environmental Assessment. Matsukawa requests comments
be mailed by July 20 to Wilson Okamoto
Corp., 1907 S. Beretania St., Ste. 400, Honolulu, HI, 96826, Attn: Earl Matsukawa,
AICP. Call with questions, 808-946-2277.
In a letter mailed to residents, Matsu-

kawa states the project "maybe be funded
by the state of Hawaiʻi Clean Water State
Revolving Fund," and will include the
Nāʻālehu Wastewater Collection System,
Nāʻālehu Sewage Pump Station and Force
Main, and Nāʻālehu Wastewater Treatment and Disposal System and Drainage
Modification.
The letter from Matsukawa states the
closure of the three Large Capacity Cesspools in Nāʻālehu was supposed to be ac-

complished by April 5, 2005, as the federal Environmental Protection Agency
determined they were not legal in 1998. In
2003, C. Brewer & Co., which owned and
maintained the system of gravity-flow pipelines, asked the county of Hawaiʻi Dept. of
Environmental Management to take over
the closure. Prior to the transfer, states Matsukawa, a vote was made by those "serviced
by the LCCs" which "favored a new sewer
collection, treatment, and disposal system"

to be owned, operated, and maintained by
the county.
Matsukawa states that, in 2007, the
county proposed a new system, routed on
public streets and improvements which included large capacity septic tanks and conversion of the LCCs into seepage pits for
treated effluent. This option was determined
to be "infeasible," states Matsukawa, leading to the current proposed treatment facility plans.

A new Art Gallery and Gift Shop is on
schedule to open in Nāʻālehu in late summer at the location of Kamaʻaina Kuts.
Well-known hair care specialist, Cor-

rine Kaupu, will close her longtime business and reopen as Kaʻū Art Gallery and
Gift Shop. She invites local artists to show
their specialty works "for a possible place-

ment at the gallery" on Saturday, Aug. 10,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The official opening of
the gallery is planned for Sunday, Sept. 1.
Kaupu said she's "looking forward

to helping local artists and our community. I'm open to see what our community
wants."
Kaʻū Art Gallery, pg. 11

The Nāʻālehu Senior Housing campaign has a new ambassador. According to
ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Pres. Wayne Kawachi, the
family of celebrity keiki hula dancer Hunnay Demello has agreed for Hunnay to represent the cause.
The young Demello's
online message says: "Aloha, my name is Hunnay. I
am 7 years old and live in
Kaʻū, on the Big Island of
Hawaiʻi. I started dancing
Tahitian when I was 2 years
old and then started dancing
hula when I was 5 years old.
"Someone shared a
video of one of my dances
on YouTube that went viral with over 2 million hits.
And, when I saw Uncle
Wayne walk 100 miles to
raise money for building
houses for our Kūpuna (elders), I decided I can help
too. Please help me raise money to building
housing for our Kūpuna."
See Go Fund Me: Hunnay's Campaign
for
Community,
gofundme.
com/hunnay039s-campaign-for-community
and
youtube.com/channel/
UC4mK7cOXQzejjf_2HMhSTgA.
The proposed housing will offer much
more than 20 apartments, each 500 square
feet, says Kawachi. He told The Kaʻū Calendar that there will be a community center

for the seniors, and that the large grounds
could provide room for a senior garden and
other activities. To fit in with the character
of Nāʻālehu, the 20 units are planned in duplexes, rather than one large building. He
said there is much space on the property to

subsidies as lower income residents.
property through a private loan. We have
OKK's website explains the spirit and two years to pay off the mortgage or it deintent of the senior housing proposal as faults to our benefactor in April of 2021. If
having to do with "Dignity, Safety, & Com- we reach this goal, we would then work tomunity." It says, "The good news is, seniors ward building a complex for qualified, loware living longer, especially in Hawaiʻi. But income seniors.
many are already
"You may recall news reports in Janufinding that housing ary of 2018 when OKK President Wayne
is becoming unafford- Kawachi raised $75,000 towards this projable as rents rise far ect by walking 100 miles from Paʻauilo to
above their incomes. Nāʻālehu. He came to be known statewide
Unless their children as the 'Rubbah Slippah Guy.' Thirty thoucan take them in, op- sand of that was spent on the demolition of
tions are limited and multiple structures on the fruit stand propinvolve moving away erty. Closing costs and property taxes were
from the community also additional expenses."
they've lived in most
OKK reports Kawachi toured Mohouli
of their lives.
Heights Senior Housing in Hilo "and envi"OKK seeks to sions something like this for our project."
stem the tide by evenSee the donation link at okaukakou.
tually building a se- org. The organization is raising $250,000
nior housing complex with a promise of returning money to doin Nāʻālehu. No such nors should campaign fall short of its goal.
facility exists for kuThe location is on the mauka side of
puna to live on their own in their community Hwy 11 at the old site of Nāʻālehu Fruit
with dignity, safety, and prevent institution- Stand. For more information, or to donate,
alization. Our largest fundraising goal ever call Kawachi at 808-937-4773.
is currently underway. In 2019-2021,
we're fundraising
$250,000 towards
a mortgage of a
multi-family/commercially
zoned
building lot in
Nāʻālehu.
The
lot is located in
downtown along
highway 11 and is
known to locals as
the 'old fruit stand
property.'
"Learn about your ancestors," encourages Jan Sweetin of
"And thanks the Family History Center, located at the Church of Jesus Christ
to an anonymous of Latter Day Saints in Nāʻālehu. The center is open to the pubbenefactor,
we lic, free of charge, on Sundays from 11 a.m. to noon and on
closed on this Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Entrance is off parking lot

Kamaʻaina Cuts Becomes Kaʻū Art Gallery and Gift Shop

Hunnay Becomes Keiki Ambassador for Nāʻālehu Senior Housing

add more units, if needed in the future.
Kawachi said that one proposal, presented at a recent community meeting, is for
Big Island Housing Foundation to manage
the senior housing. Hawaiʻi Island Community Development Corp. would manage the
financing and interaction with the federal
Housing & Urban Development agency and
investors who would receive tax credits for
15 years. After the 15 years, OKK, would
remain owner of the facilities and hire management as needed.
Kawachi said OKK is
spending $3,000 on a marketing study this summer to analyze the need for the senior
housing, which is required
to move forward with investors and government funding.
Rent would be about $1,000
per unit and many of the residents are expected to receive

Dig Into Genealogy

with Family History Center sign on wall. "Please come check
us out and learn more about the joy of finding your ancestors.
We are happy to instruct beginners as well as supply resources
for more experienced genealogists," says Sweetin. Call 808731-7133 with any questions.
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Kahuku Unit 38th Cultural Festival on July 13
The Cultural Festival at Kahuku Unit
of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park will
celebrate 38 years with two hālau hula and
three local bands from Hawai‘i Island performing. The free 38th annual event happens Saturday, July 13, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This year's festival theme is E Ho‘omau: to
continue. Last year's festival was canceled
due to the 2018 Kīlauea eruption.
Taking the stage, in order of performance, are Debbie Ryder and Hālau O
Leionalani; Russell Mauga and Da Kahuku Mauka Boyz; Mamo Brown and Hālau
Ulumamo O Hilo Palikū; Demetrius Oliviera and Gene Beck of Keaiwa; and Brandon Nakano and the Keawe Trio. Each performance will last about 45 minutes.
In addition to hula and mele, the festival offers visitors and the community a
chance to connect to Hawaiian cultural
practices through hands-on crafts and
demonstrations.

glimpse into Kahuku Ranch's notso-distant past with their popular
paniolo, cowboy, photography
exhibit.
As Hawaiian culture is deeply
connected to the ‘āina, land, learn
how to protect native species and
about the latest conservation efforts
from organizations like ‘Imi Pono
no ka ‘Āina, Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death
education and outreach, The ‘Alalā
Keiki making ‘ohe kāpala, bamboo stamping at Kahuku
Project, and NPS Natural ResourcCultural Festival.
Photo from NPS/Janice Wei es Management.
National Park Service and Hawai‘i
Festival-goers
Pacific Parks Association staff will pro- are welcome to bring a picnic
vide ‘oli, chant; ti leaf lei making; lau lunch, or purchase food and
hala weaving; and ‘ohe kāpala, bamboo drink at the event. Volcano
stamping.
House will have food for sale,
Capt. Kiko Johnston-Kitazawa will the Friends of Hawai‘i Volcaply imaginations with his authentic Ha- noes National Park will sell
waiian sailing canoe, while the Ka‘ū Mul- shave ice and soft drinks, and
ticultural Society will share a fascinating Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Asso-

Kaʻū Art Gallery, from pg. 10
A hairdresser for 31 years, in
Nāʻālehu as Kamaʻaina Kuts for the last
18, Kaupu told The Kaʻū Calendar that,
though her clients begged her not to retire,
she was suffering burnout, and has taken
only exclusive clients since January. With

support and suggestions from her clients,
she said, "Kaʻū Art Gallery and Gift Shop
was born."
With the help of her husband, of Wai
Moku Deliveries, she is renovating the
Kamaʻaina Kuts location to become a
gallery where unique hand made and lo-

The Ka‘ū Calendar

ciation will sell Ka‘ū coffee and bottled
water.
Sunscreen and a hat are recommended. Bring water, rain jacket, and ground
mat or chair. This family experience is a
drug- and alcohol-free event. Co-sponsored by Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park,
the Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park, Volcano House, and the Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Association. Can't make it? Follow the Park's official social media for live
streaming, festival photos, and more.

cally made items will be for
sale, targeted to both locals
and visitors. She has already
lined up Happy Wahine and
SewDaKine items.
Call 937-1840 or email
kauartgallery@hawaiiantel.
biz for more. See KauArtGallery.com.
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First ʻAlalā Wild Nesting Observed in 20 Years
ʻAlalā completed
a nest in the forest of
Pu‘u Maka‘ala Natural
Area Reserve, where
these endangered native Hawaiian crows
were released, after
growing up in captivity. The ʻAlalā Project recently posted to
Facebook: "This nest
is a species recovery
milestone and a good
indicator that the birds
are establishing in this
forest, regardless of

the outcome of this particular
nesting attempt. Since this is
the first breeding attempt, they
are learning and trialing many
behaviors: how to build the
nest platform, form and line a
nest, incubate, and feed themselves and one another during
the tireless process of nesting."
The nest was built by
Manaʻolana and Manaiakalani,
two birds released in 2017. The
monitoring crew noted signs
that two other pairs released
in 2017 – Kiaʻikūmokuhāliʻi
and Ola, and Hoʻoikaika and

Liliʻuwelo – are also nest building.
The ʻAlalā Project posted: "It is inspiring to see the progress these released birds
have made as they navigate nesting and
breeding in their new forest home. They are
really beginning to thrive and we are hopeful
that they will continue to progress in fulfilling their cultural and ecological roles!"
See the May 9 Kaʻū News Briefs report
on two pairs of endangered Hawaiian Crow
showing mating behavior and preparing
nests in Pu‘u Maka‘ala Natural Area Reserve. The Reserve is home to 21 ʻAlalā, released into the wild in several cohorts since
2017. This was the first mating and nesting
behavior seen in the wild in almost 20 years.

to mitigate the harmful effects a warming
planet has on our environment and our communities, while also providing education on
the importance of responsibly
managing our coastal resources." The federal mine "provides
critical resources for managing
and preserving coastal areas in
Hawaiʻi now and for generations to come."
Hawaiʻi Sea Grant received $1,363,782 to address
ecological needs in upland watersheds to waters and reefs offshore. The program "integrates
innovative social research" to
help Hawaiʻi "more sustainably" support tourism. Nationwide, the Sea
Grant College Program operates through

partnerships between NOAA and universitybased systems in 33 coastal states.
Hawaiʻi's National Coastal Zone Management
Program
received $2,459,651
for the voluntary
federal-state partnership that "protects,
restores, and responsibly develops coastal communities and
resources by balancing economic development, coastal uses,
and natural resource
protection."
The
funds will support jobs and programs that
address coastal hazards, climate change, and
natural resource management. The award
also supports new initiatives in the Ocean
Resources Management Plan.
In March 2017, "upon hearing that the
Trump Administration was contemplating

ʻAlalā, building a nest in the wild.
Photo from San Diego Zoo Global

A pair of mated ʻAlalā.
Photo from San Diego Zoo Global

Sea Grant & Coastal Zone Management Programs Funded

Hawaiʻi National Coastal Zone Management and Sea Grant Programs are funded
again, with over $3.8 million from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. In June,
Sen. Mazie Hirono announced
the funding for projects that
"support ongoing coastal and
marine research, extension,
and educational outreach in
Hawaiʻi."
Said Hirono, "As an island state, Hawaiʻi's livelihood is reliant on the health
and resilience of our coastal
and marine ecosystems. As
we continue to face the serious
threat of climate change, we need to rely on
new, innovative research and technologies

zeroing out the Sea Grant Program," Hirono
sent a letter to then-Director of the Office of
Management and Budget Mick Mulvaney,
urging him to reconsider. She emphasized that cuts to the
program would "disproportionately hurt"
Hawaiʻi and other
coastal states, and
that cuts to NOAA's
satellite
program
would affect "critical
imagery and forecasting information
for U.S. military navigation as well as community disaster preparedness, response, and recovery." In February 2018, she sent a letter to Pres. Donald
Trump that urged him to maintain funding
levels for the Sea Grant Program for fiscal
year 2019 at no less than FY 2018 levels.

Energy Efficient Appliances Bill

Gov. David Ige signed into law a bill requiring appliances sold or installed in Hawaiʻi
to meet minimum energy efficiency standards on June 26. House Bill 556 follows standards
similar to those adopted by the federal government.
The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy study found that Hawaiʻi
households could save more than $215 annually per household. The bill states HB556 would
"provide consumer protection," so that appliance manufacturers could not "unload less efficient appliances in Hawaiʻi that they cannot sell in other states with heightened standards."
The bill states that, without these standards, "Hawaiʻi residents risk losing as much as $1
million in unnecessary energy waste due to inefficient appliances."

Gabbard, cont. from pg. 7
"This must end. As President, our
White House - Our White House will be
a beacon of light, providing hope and opportunity, ushering in a new century where
every single person will be able to get the
health care they need, where we will have
clean air to breath and clean water to drink,
where we will have good paying jobs in a
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new green economy. Join me in ushering
in this new century with peace, prosperity,
opportunity, and justice for all."
After the debate, pundits said Gabbard stood out among the candidates for
her major concern about war and peace.
Concerning her meeting with Syrian Dictator Bashar Assad in 2017, she was com13
pared to Barack Obama, Gabbard,
who said pg.
it was
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Hawaiʻi Attorney General Files Opioid Suit
Hawaiʻi filed two suits against makers of Oxycontin and other opioid manufacturers, distributors, and key executives
in June, joining more than 40 other states
and Washington, D.C.
Hawaiʻi Attorney General Clare
Connors said, "The opioid epidemic is
a national tragedy, and those who cause
this problem should be held accountable.
We will aggressively litigate this case to
ensure that Hawaiʻi's taxpayers are not
alone in shouldering this burden." She
noted that cases of opioid deaths, over-

doses, and related sicknesses increased in
Hawaiʻi during recent years.
Defendants include Purdue Pharma,
which manufactures Oxycontin; Malinkrodt PLC, Endo Health Solutions, Inc.,
Actavis PLC, McKesson Corp., Amerisource Bergen Drug Corp., and related
marketing and distribution entities.
The heart of the case for the Hawaiʻi
AG is the state' s Unfair and Deceptive
Acts and Practices Law. Violators are
subject to damages and penalties. Both
suits contend that manufacturers and dis-

tributors aimed to create an opioid market
through exaggerating the drugs' benefits
and minimizing their risks of creating
abuse, dependence, and addiction.
Hawaiʻi law allows for civil penalties
of up to $10,000 per violation. The state
is seeking penalties and punitive damages, noting the burden placed on the health
care system.
Honolulu firm Cronin, Fried, Sekiya,
Kekina, & Fairbanks represents Hawaiʻi,
with Dallas firm Baron & Budd retained
as special deputy attorneys general.

Gabbard, cont. from pg. 12
important to talk to evil doers of the world.
MSNBC's Chris Matthews told Gabbard
that during the debate she "was the only
one going after the neocons (authoritarian
conservatives)."
Gabbard said her viewpoint on war
is personal, having served in the Army
National Guard in medical units in Iraq,
where she saw the cost of war. She said
she also experienced the cost of war while
serving in Congress on committees dealing
with foreign affairs, defense, and veterans.
During the debate and post debate
interviews, she vowed that if elected, she
would prevent risking military lives by
refraining from going to war on false pretenses. When asked whether she would
like the Democratic Party platform to
adopt a policy opposing regime change
wars, she agreed.
After the debate, Meghan McCain, a
Republican, daughter of the late John McCain, told Fox News that Gabbard was
"the most composed and authentic" of the
ten candidates.
After the debate, Gabbard's sister Vrindavan tweeted that Tulsi was unfairly
given too little time to speak during the
debate. Vrindavan contended the network
favored Elizabeth Warren: "They aren't
giving any time to Tulsi at all."

The Washington Examiner reported
that Gabbard drew attention for her silverstreaked hair and denunciation of Trump's
"chickenhawk cabinet."
On healthcare, Gabbard said, "What
we're talking about is our objective, making sure that every single sick American in
this country is able to get the health care
that they need.
"I believe Medicare for all is the way
to do that. I also think that employers will
recognize how much money will be saved
by supporting a Medicare for all program,
a program that will reduce the administrative costs, reduce the bureaucratic costs,
and make sure that everyone gets that
quality health care that they need.
"I also think that... if you look at other
countries in the world who have universal
health care, every one of them has some
form of a role of private insurance, so I
think that's what we've got to look at, taking the best of these ideas, but making sure
unequivocally that no sick American goes
without getting the care that they need, regardless of how much or little money they
have in their pocket."
On conflict with Iran, Gabbard said:
"Let's deal with the situation where we are,
where this president and his chickenhawk
cabinet have led us to the brink of war with
Iran.

"I served in the war in Iraq at the
height of the war in 2005, a war that took
over 4,000 of my brothers and sisters in
uniforms' lives. The American people need
to understand that this war with Iran would
be far more devastating, far more costly
than anything that we ever saw in Iraq. It
would take many more lives. It would exacerbate the refugee crisis.
"And it wouldn't be just contained
within Iran. This would turn into a regional
war. This is why it's so important that every one of us, every single American, stand
up and say no war with Iran. We need to
get back into the Iran nuclear agreement,
and we need to negotiate how we can improve it.
"It was an imperfect deal. There are
issues, like their missile development, that
needs to be addressed. We can do both simultaneously to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon and preventing us
from going to war."
When asked, "What would your red
line be that would -- for military action
against Iran?" Gabbard said, "Look, obviously, if there was an attack against the
American -- our troops, then there would
have to be a response. But my point is -and it's important for us to recognize this
-- is Donald Trump and his cabinet, Mike
Gabbard, pg. 16
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National Voting for Neal & HVO Staff through July 8

federal employee or team who made the
most significant contribution to the American people in the last year. HVO is one of
26 nominees for this government services
"Oscar." The competition is organized by
the Partnership for Public Service.
The organization looked at federal employees and teams at more
than 20 federal agencies to also
present the 2019 Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medals,
the Sammies. Sammie winners
will be announced Oct. 16 during
a gala in Washington, D.C. Neal
and HVO are nominated.
On a mapping mission on Aug. 10, USGS HVO scientists note
Service to America Medthat a section of road fell into Halemaʻumaʻu Crater. USGS photo al site states that Neal and the
HVO. The public is invited to vote to choose HVO team "carefully monitored a large
the winner. The public can vote once every and sustained eruption of Kīlauea Volcano
24 hours through Monday, July 8. The win- in Hawaiʻi and provided vital updates,"
ner will be announced at a Partnership for 24 hours a day, "to protect residents, tourists, and property from ash, lava, and toxic
Public Service event on July 18.
The People's Choice Award honors the fumes" in 2018. Neal and the HVO team are
Tina Neal and the Hawaiian Volcanoes
Observatory team are among top four finalists for the federal government's People's
Choice Award for 2019. Neal is Scientist in
Charge for the U.S. Geological Survey at

among five finalists in the Science and Envi- using a drone to help rescue a resident "in
ronment category of the Sammies.
danger of being surrounded by lava, leading
On the Meet the Finalists post on ser- him to safety on foot."
vicetoamericamedals.org,
Neal is praised on
Neal and the HVO team
the site for leading the
are credited with the fact
way during the more than
that the 2018 volcanic
100 days of the eruption.
events suffered no fataliDee Williams, the
ties, due to "close coordiUSGS Alaska regional
nation with the Hawaiʻi
deputy director, said,
County Civil Defense
"Christina Neal turned
Agency and the Federal
science into actionable
Emergency Management
decisions about how to
Agency" on earthquakes,
minimize damage and
lava eruptions, and assosave lives. She was the
ciated hazards. They are
authority on understandalso credited with keeping USGS HVO Scientist in Charge Tina Neal. ing how to interpret the
Photo from servicetoamericamedals.org data that was coming in
the media informed, so the
public could stay informed; using technol- and what it meant regarding the emergency
ogy creatively for better monitoring of vol- response. Neal and her team worked under
canic activity, and better communication and exhausting conditions through a dangerous
data sharing with other scientists and emer- situation to prevent really disastrous results."
gency managers. They are also credited with
Neal/HVO, pg. 15

Orlando Oversees Western Parks, Loh Remains Acting Supervisor
Acting Volcanoes National Park Superintendent Rhonda Loh is set to remain in
her position for a year, while Superintendent
Cindy Orlando completes a detail as Acting
Deputy Regional Director in the National
Park Service Pacific West Regional office in
San Francisco.
Loh, selected this Spring by the National
Park Service to serve as Hawai‘i Volcanoes
National Park's Acting Superintendent, has

extensive experience at Hawai‘i
rade on June 29.
Volcanoes, and continues to serve
While on detail on the mainas the Park's Chief of Natural Reland, Orlando recently spoke at
sources Management. She also dethe 50th Annual Manzanar Piltailed as acting superintendent for
grimage, a gathering of 2,000
other parks in the region, includpeople to commemorate Japanese
ing Haleakalā National Park, KaAmericans who were placed in
laupapa National Historical Park,
the internment camp during World
Kaloko-Honokōhau National HisWar II. She said Manzanar, in Owtorical Park Hawai‘i, Pu‘uhonua
ens Valley near Lone Pine, CA, is
o Hōnaunau National Historical
a good model for presenting the
Park, World War II Valor In The
tragic history of the internment.
Pacific National Monument, and
She spoke about Kīlauea MilActing Hawaiʻi Volcanoes SuperHonouliuli National Monument, intendent Rhonda Loh. NPS photo itary Camp in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
"which have prepared her for this
National Park and its use as an in- Cindy Orlando and Carole Hayashino at
important role," said a Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
ternment camp for the Japanese.
the Manzanar Pilgrimage.
NPS photo
National Park social media statement.
Also attending the Manzanar Pilgrimage was
Orlando returns to Volcanoes and her
Carole Hayashino, formerly of the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaiʻi in Honolulu, who
home in Kaʻū each month and served as a
assists with the Honouliuli site on Oʻahu and other Japanese confinement sites in the west,
judge at the Nāʻālehu Independence Day pasuch as Tule Lake and Minidotka.

Experience Volcano Fest, New ʻŌhiʻa Lehua Race
Experience Volcano Festival is a celebration of arts and culture that springs
from the creative rain forest community,
to showcase and share it with residents and
visitors. The Fest happens Saturday, July
27 and Sunday, July 28, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at locations all around Volcano Village. All
events are free of charge. A shuttle runs
through the Village once an hour. Main
parking areas suggested are Lava Rock
Café, Volcano Winery, and Akatsuka Orchid Farm.
Residents and visitors are invited to
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enjoy art, food, music, and performances. Events
span the whole of the Volcano area, from Akatsu-

ka Orchid Gardens to the Volcano Winery, with a
concentration of activities in the heart of historic
Volcano Village.

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Restaurants will feature special
menus. Aunty Pons Thai Food Truck
will be at Volcano Winery all day Saturday. Tuk Tuk Thai food truck will be at
Akatsuka Orchid Farm all day Saturday
and at Volcano Winery all day Sunday.
A variety of musical performances
are offered, including Lito Arkangel,
Loyd Longakit & Doug Espejo, Randy Lorenzo, Loren & Lauren, Keoki
Kahumoku, Loa Tripp Jr., Lauren Elle
Broido, Veronica Rose, The Brown
Boys, Makana Kamahele, and William
Kauhane.
Hawaiian culture activities include an opening oli,
chant, both days at 9 a.m.,
ʻukulele lessons, hula performances, and lei making.
Attendees are invited to
get directly involved with the
creation of artwork through
make-and-take projects at
Volcano Garden Arts, and to
see ongoing art demonstrations at Volcano Art Center's
Niʻaulani Campus.
Offered especially to
keiki are Lili Farm House
Petting Zoo, Kids Activity
Corner, and Keiki & ʻOhana
Fest and Race, pg. 15
The Ka‘ū Calendar
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Friends Remembers Kumu Ab in Hale Project

The Hale Project was near completion on July 1, with the building of a traditional Hawaiian structure at the Pā Hula in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. The project is supported
by Friends Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park and Puʻuohonua O Honaunau. Friends began to
raise money for the project in 2015.
Friends Executive Director Elizabeth Fien said a promise was made to Hawaiian Cultural Practitioner Irenio "Ab" Kawainohoikalaʻi Valencia to rebuild the Hale. "He was the original FHVNP project
manager, and we
were
devastated
when he passed in
2017. Every time
we pass the Hale,
we can feel his
presence and love.
"The project
started with the
stripping of bark
from
ironwood
logs (due to Rapid
ʻŌhiʻa Death, we
no longer are able
to use the ʻōhiʻa
trees), and collecting materials to reThe Hale under construction at pā hula in Volcano uses ironwood instead of
build. The pā hula
ʻōhiʻa posts to prevent the spread of Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death.
Photo from Friends of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park is a very special
and significant cultural area. The Hale allows for dancers to get ready before a performance."
Those interested in volunteering to help build the Hale can call 985-7373, See more on
Friends of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park at fhvnp.org.
Booths for the Fest are $25 per day.
Velez, from pg. 5
and became a key player throughout the Applications are open through Saturday,
season." The season made history for July 13. Apply at experiencevolcano.com/
Kaʻū, as the Girls Basketball team made vendor-application.
their first ever appearance at the HHSAA
The Fest is coordinated with Volcano
State Tournament. There, her performance Village's new annual race, ʻŌhiʻa Lehua
caught the eye of Turner Sports Recruit- Half Marathon, which happens Saturday,
ing, LLC.
July 27. The event includes a 5K and a Keiki
Makuakane said, "Although we had Dash. The half-marathon begins at 7 a.m. at
such little time with Chauna, it was an ab- Volcano School of Arts & Sciences' Hausolute pleasure coaching her and we're not nani Road campus. The 5K starts from the
only proud of what she has accomplished same location at 7:15 a.m. The Keiki Dash
thus far, but all that she has yet to achieve. takes place in the VSAS field at 10 a.m., and
Chauna is without a doubt a great athlete, will consist of two races: a 300 meter run for
but she also has a firm foundation and pos- the 6 and under age group, and a 600 meter
itive mindset, with the drive to conquer the for the 7 to 10 year old age group. Registraworld.
tion online at ohialehuahalf.com.
"Chauna is embarking on an incrediWhen Volcano resident, Keely Mcble journey with all of the love and support Ghee, and local runners, Nick and Kelly
by her Masters and Velez ‘ohana."
Muragin, heard that Volcano Rain Forest
Fest and Race, from pg. 14
Runs was cancelled, said McGhee, they
Time Activities.
"came together to create this new race for
Winery and orchid tours are offered. a cause that they all strongly believe in," to
Attend a workshop or demonstration about "bring business to the Volcano area while
tea, quilting, ceramics, pottery, orchids, ba- providing a low cost running event for the
tik, bansai, raku, wine, and more. Take a community." A portion of the proceeds from
group walk in the rainforest or to learn about the race will go to assist with research on the
Historic Homes of Volcano, or take a self- prevention of Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death through
guided rainforest tour.
University of Hawaiʻi Foundation.
There is also a drawing that is entered
Directed by Hawaiʻi Island Racers, the
by attendees having a card stamped at each new race will fill the gap left by the end of
of the main locations: Volcano Garden Arts, Volcano Rain Forest Runs' nine years of
Lava Rock Café, Kīlauea Lodge, Volcano competition.
Winery, Volcano Art Center,
Volcano School of
and Akatsuka Orchid Farm.
Arts & Sciences will
Cards are turned in at the
open their campus to
sixth location visited. Prizes
runners and spectators
include a two-night stay at
to sponsor the inaugural
The Crater's Edge worth
event and aid in the fight
$500. The drawing happens
against ROD.
Monday, July 29.
Registration prices
Experience Volcano is
before/after July 25: Half
a group of businesses and
Marathon $75/$85, 5K
residents helping to rebuild
$40/$45; Keiki Dash is
the recovering economy
$10/child. Late regisof Volcano, following last
tration packets can be
year's volcanic disaster that
picked up Friday, July
shut down Hawaiʻi Vol26, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., locanoes National Park and
cation to be determined,
drastically reduced visitor
or Saturday, July 27, 5:30
counts. "Long appreciated
a.m. to 6:30 a.m. at the
as one of the 'hidden gems'
VSAS race site.
of Hawaiʻi, Volcano is more than just a gateThe Half Marathon and 5K feature an
way to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park," elevation change of 500 feet, rolling hills,
states the website for the group and Fest. and aid stations.
See experiencevolcano.com for a full event
Visit ohialehuahalf.com. Email the
schedule and map.
Race Director at ohialehuahalf@gmail.com.
The Ka‘ū Calendar

Shopping Center, from pg. 1
Calendar that his brother bought Nāʻālehu Shopping Center from the Weinberg Trust to
help the community. He already owns Punaluʻu Bake Shop, with its bakery, food service,
gardens, music, and electric vehicle charging station.
Derek said his brother Duane wants Nāʻālehu Shopping Center "to be an economic
driver, hiring local people." Concerning the possibility of KTA opening a store there,
Kurisu said his brother is looking for a tenant for the former Island Market location.
Other tenants in the shopping center include Will & Grace store, PARENTS, Inc., Bee
Boys, a laurdomat, and The Land Office real estate.

Nāʻālehu Theatre.

Photo by Peter Anderson

Weinberg remains owner of the old Nāʻālehu Theatre. Derek Kurisu said his brother
Duane is also interested in the future of the theater.
Derek Kurisu has served as a motivational speaker at Kaʻū High School graduation
events. He has owned land in Wood Valley. Derek Kurisu is the owner of other shopping
centers in the state as well as numerous publications, including Hawaiʻi Business Magazine and Honolulu Magazine. He is well known for his effort to service homeless people
with housing.
Coffee Cupping, from pg. 2
The HCA conference offers a trade
show and all activities are open to industry professionals and the media. Visit
hawaiicoffeeassociation.org to sign up;
registered attendees can receive a special
HCA accommodations rate at the Ala Moana Hotel. Also available online are links
for cupping contest entry, sponsorship,
and exhibitor opportunities.
The Hawaiʻi Coffee Association's
mission is to represent all sectors of the

www.kaucalendar.com • kaunewsbriefs.blogspot.com

Hawaiʻi coffee industry, including growers, millers, wholesalers, roasters, and
retailers. The HCA's primary objective is
to increase awareness and consumption of
Hawaiian coffees. A major component of
HCA's work is the continuing education
of members and consumers. Its annual
conference has continued to grow, gaining international attention. Learn more
about the HCA at hawaiicoffeeassoc.org.
Learn more about the Hawaiʻi coffee industry at hawaiicoffeeindustry.com.
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Friends: Restoration of Kīlauea Iki Trail, Youth Rangers
over the next five years.
The FHVNP Youth Ranger program is
underway, in its tenth year. Class of 2019
Youth Ranger started working in the Park on
June 17. Students are from Kaʻū, Puna, and
Kona. The youth will be working in various
parts of the Park, including Interpretation,
Resource Management, and Facilities.
See fhvnp.org.

Rehabilitation of the second half of
Kīlauea Iki Trail is funded by Friends of
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. The group
was awarded $50,000 to match the Centennial Fund award, for a total of $100,000.
Until repairs are made, only part of
the trail is open, with walkers backtracking to where they started. The project will
start in the next few months. This is part of
the Friends' new program, Guardians of the
Trails. The goal is to rehab as many front
country and back country trails as possible

Gabbard, from pg. 13
Pompeo, John Bolton, and others -- are
creating a situation that just a spark would
light off a war with Iran, which is incredibly dangerous. That's why we need to deescalate tensions. Trump needs to get back
into the Iran nuclear deal and swallow his
pride, put the American people first."
Gabbard debated with Congressman
Tim Ryan over Middle East war. She objected to his concern about the $130 million drone shot down recently without
mentioning two American soldiers killed
by the Taliban in Afghanistan this week.
Ryan said, "We have to stay engaged, or

Friends of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park
Youth Ranger Class of 2019. FHVNP photo

ment, at any level, who has the right to tell
any American who they should be allowed
to love or they should be allowed to marry.
My record in Congress for over six years
shows my commitment to fighting for LGBTQ equality. I serve on the equality Caucus and recently voted for passage of the
equality act.
"Maybe many people in this country
can relate to the fact that I grew up in a socially conservative home, held views when
I was very young that I no longer hold today. I've served with LGBTQ service members both in training and deployed downrange. I know that they would give their

Presidential hopeful Tulsi Gabbard stands out in red during the debate.

the Taliban will grow."
Gabbard responded, "Is that what you
will tell the parents of the those two soldiers who were just killed in Afghanistan
-- 'Well, we just have to be engaged?' As
a soldier I will tell you that answer is unacceptable. We have to bring our soldiers
home from Afghanistan... We are in a place
in Afghanistan where we have lost so many
lives. .... We are no better off in Afghanistan today than we were when this war
began."
Gabbard also reviewed the history of
her views on the LGBTQ community. "Let
me say that there is no one in our govern-

Photo from MSNBC

life for me and I would give my life for
them. It is this commitment that I'll carry
through as president of the United States,
recognizing that there are still people who
are facing discrimination in the workplace,
still people who were unable to find a home
for their families. It is this kind of discrimination that we need to address."
After the debate, Gabbard visited the
Homestead, Florida detention center. It is
the largest immigrant children's detention
center in the country, is privately run, and
holds some 2,300 migrant children. Like
other candidates who made the trip to
Homestead the week of the debates, she

was denied entry and told she needs to apply two weeks ahead of any visit.
Gabbard told The Hill, "It's a heartwrenching situation and it is absolutely
despicable." She took issue with the operation of the center by a private corporation,
Caliburn International. "Their business
model - literally built around keeping those
beds full rather than having the objective
that we should all have in this country,
which is reuniting these children with their
families, immediately."
After Gabbard and other presidential
candidates made the trip to Homestead,
the Miami Herald published the following
headline: "Recess time, education, and legal services will be restored at Homestead
detention center, agency says."
In late June, Gabbard addressed the
U.S. Conference of Mayors in Honolulu.
She stresed the importance of local government and federal funding to America's
communities, the impact of foreign policy
on the ability to provide needed resources
to local governments, and the growing nuclear threat.
She noted Hawaiʻi's female mayors,
Queen Liliʻuokalani, and U.S. Rep. Patsy
Mink as amazing leaders who continue to
inspire.

Mālama Nā Keiki, from pg. 3
food for families that came to Pāhala's
Community Center. Their mission is to end
hunger in Hawaiʻi County.
Hui Mālama Ola Nā ʻOiwi hosted
tables with more activities, health information/awareness, and crafts, including Kāhea;
Whoa, Slow, Go; Jump Your Height; Otitis
Media Screening; Sugary Drinks; Rainbow Frames; Cancer Kine Tings; Healthy
Hapai; Grow Your Own Plant; and Makahiki Games.
Neal/HVO, from pg. 14
Mayor Harry Kim said, "Good, timely
information is critical to help people remain
in any crisis. The whole island depended on
this one operation run by Tina. She was in
command and personable."
Ryan Brown of FEMA said Neal was
"super calm, very professional, and was always there to answer questions. She always
anticipated issues and got out in front of
them. Without her leadership, it could have
been a very different scenario."
Said Neal, the Kīlauea eruption "really
highlighted the value of our science and the
impact of what we do. I was the leader, but
our scientists have a lot of independence and
they all just did what needed to be done."
See more at OurPublicService.org.

