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Roth, Marzo Face Off for Mayor
A runoff for Hawaiʻi County Mayor between 

County Prosecutor Mitch Roth and community orga-
nizer Ikaika Marzo will churn up the political waters 
until the General Election results on Nov. 3.

In the Aug. 8 Primary Election, Roth led with 
31.4 percent, followed by Marzo with 20.8 percent, 
incumbent Mayor Harry Kim 15.5 percent, Neil 
Azevedo 11.2 percent, Stacy Higa 9.1 percent, Tante 
Urban 3 percent, Bob Fitzgerald 2.4 percent, Mike 
Ruggles 1.9 percent, Kelly Greenwell 1.1 percent, 
and six additional candidates under 1 percent.

With no candidate for mayor with more than 50 

Kaʻū Schools, Farms, Stores Protect Against COVID

Register by Oct. 5, Candidates Set for General Election
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COVID-19 killed more than 187,00 
people in the U.S. by the beginning of 
September, the death toll more than the 
187,000 population of Hawaiʻi Island, 
about ten times the population of Kaʻū.

While the number of cases remains 
small in Kaʻū, the county came out with 
education for farmers and farm workers 
who come to the area seasonally to pick 
Kaʻū Coffee and other crops. Migrant 
farmers on the mainland have some of 
highest rates of COVID-19 in the coun-
try. To work here, arrivals are required to 
quarantine for two weeks. However, they 
are permitted, as essential workers, to 
travel to the farm and back to quarantine 
quarters, but nowhere else.

Glenn Sako, Agriculture Specialist at 
the county's Department of Research & 

Deadline to Register to Vote is Mon-
day, Oct. 5 and the candidates are set for 
the Tuesday, Nov. 3 General Election. Reg-
istered voters can expect to receive ballots 
from Friday, Oct. 16, mailed by the County 
Clerk.

Already elected is the new Prosecuting 
Attorney Kelden Waltjen, who took 51.5  
percent of the vote over Jared Auna with 
28.4 percent and Christopher Bridges with 
20 percent. Waltjen is a deputy Hawaiʻi 
County prosecutor and decided to cam-
paign for the job when County Prosecutor 
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Onishi Faces Republican Hughes for State House
Incumbent Democrat Richard Onishi squares off with Republi-

can Susan Hughes in the upcoming General Election. Onishi is run-
ning for a fifth term in the state House of Representatives, to serve 
District 3, stretching from Honuʻapo and Punaluʻu to Pāhala, Vol-
cano, into Puna and South Hilo.

Hughes, a retired Mountain View Elementary School teacher, 
lives in Volcano and is a member of New Hope Volcano Church. See 
more below.

Onishi, a Hilo resident, is a member of the House Consumer Pro-
tection & Commerce Committee and the Agriculture Committee, and 
chairs the Tourism & International Affairs Committee.

He is also a member of the House Select Committee on                   

Candidates, pg. 10

Onishi/Hughes, pg. 3Richard Onishi Susan Hughes

Mitch Roth Ikaika Marzo

percent of the vote, the battle between the top two 
Primary finalists, Roth and Marzo, will end dur-
ing the General Election. Ballots can be mailed or 
walked in from Oct. 16 - Nov. 3.

In his Facebook live celebration on election 
night, Roth, currently the county Prosecuting Attor-
ney and Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island board-
member, said he looks forward to working with oth-
ers who sought the mayor's post. He said he hopes to 
meet Marzo for public discussions to take on some 
of the big issues for Hawaiʻi County. Roth said he 

County Urges Folks
to Welcome Census

Urging completion of U.S. Census 
forms, Diane Ley, Director of the county's 
Department of Research & Development, 
issued a statement, saying, "Time is running 
out to participate in the 2020 U.S. Census. It 
is critical that every household on Hawaiʻi 
Island be counted. An accurate Census count 
ensures that our communities will be eligible 
to receive hundreds of millions in federal 
program dollars that support our communi-
ties such as hospitals, fire and other public 
safety needs, food assistance, and represen-
tation in the U.S. House of Representatives."

Census workers are expected to finish 
up on this island by Sept. 30.

Ley said it is estimated that only 47.2 
percent of Hawaiʻi Island households have 
responded. Nearly all rural communities on 
this Island are undercounted, with some self-
reporting as low as 26.3 percent. This means 
that the Census Bureau is required to make 
door-to-door visits to those who have yet to 
respond to the 2020 Census.

If preference is not to be visited at home, 
households can respond by completing the 

COVID, pg. 3
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Mitch Roth declined to run for reelection 
in order to seek the mayorship. See story 
above.

Already elected by virtue of no op-
position is County Council member Maile 
David, representing the district running 
from South Kona through Kaʻū and Vol-
cano, into Puna.

Running for mayor are Mitch Roth 
and Ikaika Marzo, after both received more 
votes than incumbent Mayor Harry Kim. 
See story above.

Running for state House of Represen-

tatives in East Kaʻū and Volcano into Hilo 
are incumbent Democrat Richard Onishi 
and Republican Susan Hughes. See story 
below.

Running for state Senate in East Kaʻū, 
Volcano into Puna, are Democrat Joy San 
Buenaventura and Aloha ʻĀina candidate 
Ron Ka-Ipo. San Buenaventura, Puna's 
councilmember, took 67.5 percent of the 
vote, over Smile Burrows, with 18.3 per-
cent. Incumbent Sen. Russell Ruderman 
chose not to run for another term. See story 

Ka‘ū High & Pāhala Elementary, with an empty playground and classrooms where teachers meet students online.                                Photo by Julia Neal

Kaʻū Keiki & Teachers Take to Online Schooling
All dressed up and to school they go – online. Kaʻū's public 

education extends into homes with Chromebooks and iPads, and 
children virtually joining classmates and teachers for interaction 
and classes. First week of Nāʻālehu Elementary showed excellent 
online attendance, according to its tech coordinator Bob Martin. 

To get ready, families came to the school to pick up supplies, pro-
grams and equipment. To help those finding it difficult to come to 
the campus, School Safety Attendant Rolland Alcoran made a run 
to Mālama Market in Ocean View with a bus full of Chromebooks 
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Mehe's Bar & Grill in Ocean View 
closed on Saturday, Aug. 15. Its own-
ers, Dale and Sharon Meheula, sent out 
a message to the community: "It is with 
great sadness that we are announcing 
Mehe's closure. We have loved serving 
our community these last five years. Un-
fortunately, with the closure of our site, 
we are unable to continue. Many thanks 
to our wonderful employees who have 

worked tirelessly to make sure our 
guests have had some good food 
and friendly service. To our loyal 
customers, we thank you so much. 
We have met so many wonderful 
people! Again, mahalo to you all."

After closing in late March 
due to the pandemic, Mehe's Bar & 
Grill reopened on Monday, June 1. 
Assistant manager and head waiter, 

Victor Manon-
gdo, welcomed 
back the guests 
and said he 
was hoping to 
soon offer his 
karaoke nights again. 
After thorough sani-
tation, the restaurant 
welcomed diners with 
long hours, from 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Satur-
day-Thursday and 10 
a.m. to 1:30 a.m. on 
Fridays. Staff rear-

ranged tables for more distancing and re-
quired guests to wear masks.

Mehe's first opened daily from 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. on Thursday, July 2, 2015 at the 
former site of Lava Tube Restaurant. The 
Meheula's, of Ocean View, were the for-
mer managers and bartender at Drysdale's 
restaurants at Kona Inn Shopping Village 
and Keauhou Shopping Center.

Call 929-7200 for more information.

 Meheulas of Mehe's: We Loved Serving Our Community
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Mehe's, when it opened in July of 2015.                  Photo by Charles Tobias

Mehe's Bar & Grill in Ocean View served its last meal, for now, on prime rib Saturday Aug. 15. Guests chatted 
about the possibility of a new owner, maybe from Oregon, reopening within the next few months. The restaurant 
has been called Mehe's since 2015. Owners said they could no longer support Mehe's during the pandemic. 

Photo by Lee McIntosh

Rep. Richard Onishi and Hawaiʻi Farm Bureau recently sponsored gifts of Kaʻū's Aikane Coffee 
to Hawaiʻi County Police and Fire Departments, and Hawaiʻi Island hospitals.

Photo by Elena Cabatu

Aikane Plantation Coffee Goes to First Responders, Hospitals

Kaʻū Coffee Fest Goes Virtual, Announces Starbucks Sales
Kaʻū Coffee Festival has announced an 

upcoming virtual Kaʻū Coffee Festival. It 
also announced that the latest crop of Kaʻū 
coffee was was released nationwide in Au-
gust in Starbucks U.S. Roasteries, Reserve 
Bars, and Clover stores. Chris Manfredi, one 
of the long time organizers of the festival, 
buys from farmers and sells to Starbucks 
through his Kaʻū Local Products broker-
age. The statement from the Festival says, 
"Starbucks has been a fantastic partner to the 
Kaʻū coffee community and is a major con-
tributor to a new water distribution system 
to help growers improve efficiency, reduce 

cost, and combat climate change." He said, 
"Kaʻū coffee farmers are so proud to be part 
of Starbucks Reserve!"

The release from Kaʻū Coffee Festival 
also notes that "Starbucks has also released 
a new digital traceability tool where custom-
ers can enter or scan the production code on 
the back of the coffee bag to learn about the 
origins of the coffee they are drinking. Users 
can trace Kaʻū coffee origins and meet some 
of the farmers. Find details about the just-
released mobile web app at https://stories.
starbucks.com/stories/2020/new-starbucks-
traceability-tool-explores-bean-to-cup-jour-

ney/. Using a smartphone, visit traceability.
starbucks.com to start the app."

The statement wraps up with, "Stay 
tuned as the Kaʻū coffee community plans 
the first-ever Kaʻū Coffee Virtual Festival. 
Watch for updates at kaucoffeefestival.com."
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paper questionnaire and mailing it back or 
respond online at https://mycensus2020.gov 
or by phone at 844-330-2020. Those that re-
spond will not need to be visited in person to 
obtain their census response.

"It is critical that 
everyone treat official 
Census workers with 
respect," said Ley. "Cen-
sus workers who are 
visiting neighborhoods 
are local residents – they 
are someone's neighbor, 
co-worker, classmate, or 
family member. Unfor-
tunately, some workers 
have been threatened 
with firearms, which is 
not necessary or appro-
priate behavior. Severe 
escalation of threats will 
result in police reports 
being filed."

Census workers ar-
rive wearing official identification badges 
that contain their photograph, a U.S. De-
partment of Commerce watermark and an 

expiration date. With questions, confirm the 
legitimacy of the census worker by calling 
844-899-7717 to speak to a Census Bureau 
representative.

Due to the COVID emergency, Census 
workers will be wearing masks and maintain 

social distancing accord-
ing to the Center for Dis-
ease Control guidelines.

For those who need 
assistance with languag-
es other than English, the 
Census worker may be 
bilingual. If not, materi-
als will be available to 
help identify the house-
hold’s language and the 
household may request a 
return visit from a census 
worker who can assist. 
Alternatively, 13 lan-
guage options are avail-
able online at https://my-
census2020.gov or by 
phone at 844-330-2020.

For more information, visit 
www.2020census.gov.

Missy Powell, census taker, works through 
historic Pāhala village. Photo by Julia Neal

Census, from pg. 1

Onishi/Hughes, from pg. 1
COVID-19 Economic and Financial Pre-
paredness, working with other legislators 
and officials toward recovery from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. In mid-July, he and the 
Kaʻū Farm Bureau helped to organize a gift 
of Kaʻū's Aikane Plantation Coffee to first 
responders. Onishi has been a speaker at 
Farm Bureau meetings and has been hon-
ored by the organization for his work for 
the agricultural community.

During the 2020 session, despite the 
interruptions from the pandemic, he was 
a primary sponsor of 24 bills, including 
developing a plan to "recognize, honor, 
and memorialize" the legacy of Kaʻū-born 
Mary Kawena Pukuʻi in perpetuating Ha-
waiian culture.

He supports the annual Miss Kaʻū Cof-
fee competition with donations of schol-
arships. His efforts to help build a larger 
kitchen for Volcano School of Arts & Sci-
ences and his continuing support helped 
lead to the VSAS Keakealani Campus that 
broke ground this summer.

Onishi was born and raised in Hilo. 
He and his wife, Joni, have three children. 
He served in the United States Army from 
1973 to 1977. He earned his Bachelor of 
Business Administration from University 
of Hawaiʻi-Hilo in 1986.

Before his election on Nov. 6, 2012, 
to the state House of Representatives, he 
worked for over 20 years for the County of 
Hawaiʻi as an Information System Analyst. 
He also worked as a lecturer at UH, a sales 
manager and travel consultant at Puainako 

Travel Service, and an operations supervi-
sor and computer programmer for KTA. 

Onishi belongs to the Hawaiʻi Gov-
ernment Employees Association and 
American Federation of State, County & 
Municipal Employees. His past affiliations 
include Big Island Computer Users Group 
and Hawaiʻi System 38 Computer Users 
Group. His community organizations in-
clude the Democratic Party, Honpa Hon-
gwanji Hilo Betsuin, Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaiʻi Board, Hawaiʻi Island 
Adult Care Board, Hawaiʻi County Em-
ployees Federal Credit Union Board, Hilo 
High School Foundation Board, Hilo High 
School Class of '72 Reunion Committee.

Onishi's campaign information says 
he pledges to "address issues and concerns 
and find solutions to better our communi-
ties and our future generations." His web-
site says he promises to listen to, stay in 
touch, work tirelessly, and work together 
with constituents. His campaign informa-
tion says his vision "is for our communities 
to be safe, healthy, economically viable, 
and sustainable. I will ensure our commu-
nities are a safe place to live, play, work 
and do business; our children receive high-
quality education; our seniors (kūpuna) 
are cared for; our economy supports local 
businesses and products; our individual 
rights are protected; our environment is 
preserved; and our people have access to 
first-rate medical services."

Candidate Susan Hughes, a resident 
of Volcano for over 50 years, says she 
knows the people and the island "inside 

and out." Her campaign information says 
she "honors our past and present war he-
roes, our law enforcement, our medics, and 
leaders who swore to uphold the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United Stated of 
America."

She is married to Robert Hughes, has 
three children and four grandchildren.

Hughes has a Bachelor of Education 

from UH Mānoa, 1971 and a Masters from 
California State University, Long Beach, 
1997. She taught at Mt. View Elementary 
School for 23 years. She also launched and 
maintained several small businesses in the 
community.

She is Chairperson of District 3 East 
Hawaiʻi County Republican Party for 
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COVID, from pg. 1
Development, sent out a message regard-
ing agricultural workers: "State of Hawai‘i 
is in the midst of a severe outbreak of CO-
VID-19, which threatens to shut down 
our state again. The County of Hawai‘i 
has received reports of hired farmworkers 
traveling to Hawai‘i County and giving 
incorrect farm addresses and not adhering 
to the self-quarantine requirements.

"These workers are being brought 
in to harvest coffee and other agricultur-
al crops. They are considered Essential 
Workers and are allowed to work on the 
host farm that they are staying at during 
their self-quarantine period and must fol-
low the face covering and social distanc-
ing requirements.

"If the work on the host farm is com-
pleted during the self-quarantine period, 
the worker(s) may break self-quarantine 
to only work on farms. No other activities 
are allowed. They must wear face cover-
ing and maintain social distancing and 
return to their self-quarantine location. 
The host of the guest worker(s) is respon-
sible for the adherence to the self-quaran-
tine requirements." For more on migrant 
farmer safe practices, call 935-0031. The 
county published posters in Spanish, Mar-
shallese, and English.

With a wave of cases coming into 

Hawaiʻi County, government also estab-
lished new restrictions, with more rules 
likely. In August, Gov. David Ige and the 
state's mayors required anyone coming 

to a Neighbor Island 
to quarantine for two 
weeks, whether local 
or visitor. The rule 
is extended through 
September, possibly 
longer. While Oʻahu's 
mayor went further, 
locking down in late 
August, Hawaiʻi 
County Mayor Harry 
Kim held off. Instead, 
he established another 
Stay Home rule, re-
ducing the number 
of people allowed to 
gather to ten, whether 
indoors or outdoors, 
the number of people 
practicing sports from 
35 to 25 and those 
playing sports from 
100 to 50.

On Oʻahu, beach-
es and parks closed, 
most retail stores 
shuttered, restaurants 
reduced to take-out, 

and the public urged to work from home 
and stay home. Lt. Gov. Josh Green, MD, 
told Oʻahu residents, "Crush this virus 
and be good in two weeks."

Hawaiʻi Island's mayor said the 
caseload here was still at a level where 
the disease could be tackled by a public 
promise to restrain from group gatherings, 
distance from others, wear masks, wash 
hands, and sanitize places that come into 
contact with multiple people. As the hope 
to contain COVID-19 and prevent another 
local shutdown stayed strong, the COVID 
spread grew from gatherings held weeks 
earlier.

On Hilo's busiest corner, the 24-hours 
Ken's House of Pancakes closed tempo-
rarily, many of its 45 employees side-
lined after one came up with COVID. 
Nearby, Leung's Chop Suey House closed 
with cases. Yukio Okutsu State Veterans 
Home, adjacent to Hilo Medical Center, 
reported its first ten victims. Hilo Medical 
Center spokesperson Elena Cabatu report-
ed on Aug. 25 that three employees and 
seven residents tested positive at the vet-
erans home. Cabatu said a testing strategy 
was in the works. "We're communicating, 
supporting, and working closely with the 
Yukio Okutsu State Veterans Home to 
ensure the residents' safety. Avalon (the 
management entity) has provided excel-
lent care over the years, and we're confi-
dent that we will successfully resolve this 
COVID outbreak."

COVID, pg. 7
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Stars over Ka‘ū - September 2020 
by Lew & Donna Cook

The Solar System
Jupiter and Saturn are getting closer 

together in eastern Sagittarius (SGR on 
the star chart). More about that later this 
year! Mars joins these two giant planets in 
our sky this month, being well up in the 
east at chart time (10 pm on the 15th) hav-
ing risen around 8 pm. Mars is currently 
slowly moving westward, but will reverse 
its movement (as we see it) in November.

Constellations and Deep Sky Objects
What's up in our sky this month? Crit-

ters everywhere! A whole flock of birds, es-
pecially overhead and to the south. There's 
a swan, an eagle, a crane, toucan, peacock 
and even a phoenix (a mythical bird that 
was consumed by fire and rises again from 
its ashes). Those last four constellations 
are in the south and are not visible to most 
of the country. In Kaʻū, we are lucky, being 
so far south.

And there are fish, too. The south-
ern  fish (Pisces Australis) has one bright 
star, Fomalhaut. This star has planets that 
can be imaged using a large telescope but 
precise focus and good seeing is required. 
"Seeing" refers to the steadiness of the at-
mosphere. They have been pictured with 
both the Keck and the Hubble Space Tele-

scope. The Hubble Space telescope is out-
side of the atmosphere (hence the seeing is 
perfect) while the Keck uses an "adaptive 
optics" process that bends its large mirror 
to follow the wiggles in the atmosphere.

Someone has caught some other fishes 
and put them on a stringer. Mars is near 
the central point of that stringer with the 
two fish trailing off to the west. Pisces (the 
fishes) isn't a very bright constellation, and 
is often overlooked. Except for being one 
of the signs of the zodiac, it'd be almost un-
known, like Camelopardalis (the giraffe). 
We'll cover the mammals next month. 
That's all we'll discuss for now but for a 
warning: watch out for scorpions, a very 
big one is about to crawl under a large rock 
(the earth itself). The one in the sky killed 
Orion, who (according to a Greek myth) 
got memorialized by being placed in the 
sky opposite the scorpion.

In the far northern sky there is a neb-
ula called the "Heart Nebula". This is a 
concentration of gas and dust from which 
stars and planets can form. They do this by 
mutual gravitational attraction. Clumps of 
dust and frozen gas form by the billions, 
which fall together until there are millions, 
and then until there are thousands of what 
will become stars. Then, one and another 

How to use this map: Hold this map over your head so that the northern horizon points toward the 
north on the Earth. For best results, use a red flashlight to illuminate the map. If you are looking east, 
hold it in front of you so that east is on the bottom. For south views, south at the bottom, and for west, 
west at the bottom. Use this map at the times shown on in its upper left corner. Keep this page handy and 
show it to your keiki next month. They probably have bedtimes before the time of the chart shown here. 
Check the colors of the stars with the color version at KauCalendar.com.

The constellations are presented with their 3-letter abbreviations, with their common names shown 
in the margins. This is done to take advantage of the truly dark skies Ka‘ū is blessed with when there is 
no bright moon and the skies are clear of vog. The star charts are produced from a sky Atlas program 
written by Jerry Hudson, who has given us permission to publish it. Thank you, Jerry.

CLAssiFiED
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR - License # C-26521, Mark Berkich Plumbing, 936-7778. Custom work. New and remodel.
Water delivery call Rudy at Wai Moku Deliveries 929-9222.
Macnut, Husk, Both Fresh and composted. Red and Dirty Cinders. Soil Mix. Delivered to your property. Bob Taylor 929-8112, 
936-8623.

Dan VanDerZanden took this photo of the Heart Nebula from his home in California. It shows ionized 
gas fluorescing and reflecting starlight. Top to bottom, the scale is a bit over two degrees, or four times 
the diameter of the full moon.

and another start glowing by nuclear fu-
sion. Their "stellar wind" blows what 
was the neutral gas and dust into charged 
plasma, starting the gas and dust to blow 
away. Our good friend Dan VanDerZanden 
took the photo here using his equipment at 
home. 

Moon Phases
Date  Moonrise Moonset
Full Moon 
Sept.     1, 2020 6:46 pm 6:34 am**
Last Quarter 
Sept.    9 11:39 pm* 1:13 pm
New Moon
Sept.    17 6:29 am  7:05 pm
First Quarter 
Sept.     23            12:44 am      11:57 am**
Full Moon 
Oct.     1 6:30 pm 6:07 am**

*day prior     **next morning
Fridays Sunrise and Sunset times:

Date  Sunrise Sunset
Sept.     4, 2020 6:07 am 6:33 pm
Sept.     11 6:09 am 6:27 pm 

Sept.     18 6:10 am 6:21 pm 
Sept.     25 6:11 am 6:15 pm

Local Attractions
The ‘Imiloa Planetarium in Hilo may 

continue its closure through September but 
there is a wealth of information at 'imiloa@
home. See imiloahawaii.org/imiloaathome 
for great information.

Onishi/Hughes, from pg. 3

Onishi/Hughes, pg. 14

2016-2020, an elected position. She has a 
lifetime membership with the NRA, and 
belongs to Hawaiʻi Island Bed and Break-
fast Association, Con-
cerned Women of America, 
Hawaiʻi Federation of Re-
publican Women, and East 
Hawaiʻi County Republi-
can Party. She volunteers 
with Pāhoa Food Basket, 
and won Best Cook for 
Earth Watch in 1981-83.

A "staunch believer 
in the Constitution of the 
United States," Hughes is 

"retired and actively seeking political en-
gagement." Hughes' campaign info says 
she "means business and wants to see a 
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Fishing Thrives as Pandemic Pauses Many Sports
Posting fishing videos and photos from 

Kaʻū waters and beyond has helped to offset 

cancellation of this summer's ʻUlua Chal-
lenge. The 16-year-old fishing event, spon-
sored by S. Tokunaga Store in Hilo, draws 
competitors to Kaʻū's long and uninhab-
ited coastline each year, with many sending 
scouts to set up camping spots days ahead of 
tournament time. The 2020 event was post-
poned during the ongoing pandemic.

The ʻUlua Challenge is a traditional 
Hawaiian pole fishing event from the shore. 
ʻUlua, also called trevally and giant kingfish, 
swim tropical waters around Hawaiʻi, Japan, 
Australia, South Africa, and in between.

With the ʻUlua Challenge cancellation, 
fishing continues with a zeal that leads peo-

ple to post their catch of many kinds of fish 
on the Tokunaga Facebook. Postings include 
keiki's first catch of a papio – a baby ʻulua. 
A "Let 'em go, let 'em grow" video shows 
an ʻulua launched into a tidepool by giant 
waves as it is rescued by fishermen who car-
ry the young fish back to the ocean.

The history of S. Tokunaga Store also 

became a video that won KITV's Best of 
Hawaiʻi award. See it at https://www.face-

page for more fishing photos and videos.

First catch for Juliana. She holds up a papio, a 
baby ʻulua.      Photo from S. Tokunaga Facebook

While the ʻUlua Challenge fishing competition was cancelled this summer by S. Tokunaga Store, fishing 
is more popular than ever and Tokunaga hosts a popular platform for fishing photos and videos. The 
fishing store in Hilo also won the KITV Best in Show for the video on the history of the enterprise. 
Check out the postings on S. Tokunaga Store Facebook.                       Photo from S. Tokunaga Facebook

Seventh Annual Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run Postponed
The seventh annual 

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run, 
scheduled for Sept. 19 
is cancelled. Sponsored 
by ʻO Kaʻū Kākou, Kaʻū 
Coffee Mill, and others, its 
half marathon, 10K, and 
5K have been rescheduled 
for next year on Satur-
day, Sept. 21, 2021. OKK President Wayne 
Kawachi said, "It's unfortunate what's hap-
pening," with many community events in 

Kaʻū canceled or 
reformatted dur-
ing the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Kaʻū Cof-
fee Trail run not 
only promotes the 
famed Kaʻū Coffee 
Region for visitation 

and sales of award-winning brands of cof-
fee from small, local farms, it has become 
a major annual fundraiser for OKK. All the 

money raised is 
used for commu-
nity projects within 
the Kaʻū District.

The event also 
brings together 
broader community 
volunteerism, with 
Youth Challenge 
helping to man aid 
stations and OKK's 

own volunteer army setting up and oversee-
ing the course.

Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run draws runners 
internationally. Participants come from 
Europe and Asia, the U.S mainland, Latin 
America, and across the islands, including 

members of local high school track teams 
and families running together.

Ages range from tiny tots in their first 
5K with family members at their sides to 
those in their 80s. To donate to ʻO Kaʻū 
Kākou, see okaukakou.org.Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run takes competitors through the orchards of Kaʻū Coffee 

Mill.                                                                                            Photo by Julia Neal

Youth Challenge volunteer mans an aid station along the Kaʻū Coffee Trail Run in 2019, which drew 
international and local competitors like Alfred Ibarra, of Pāhala, right. The event is on pause until Sept. 
21, 2021, due to the pandemic.                                                                                           Photo by Julia Neal

book.com/watch/?v=1549229508619285. 
See the  S. Tokunaga Store Inc. Facebook 

S. Tokunaga Store employee on his day off, 
landing an ahi.    Photo from Tokunaga Facebook
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KA‘U sCHOOL & YOUTH 
Boys & Girls Club Brings Food through September

Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island 
will continue its weekday food service to 
Kaʻū and beyond through the month of 
September. Chief Executive Officer Chad 
Cabral made the announcement in August, 
updating the number of meals to more than 
82,000 delivered islandwide to keiki and 
kūpuna during the pandemic.

"Our Community Support Meals have 

been made available to those in need for the 
past five months. And with the rise of CO-
VID cases in the state, our local economy 
continuing to be significantly impacted, and 
with the uncertainty of public schools safely 
reopening to support children with academ-
ics and nutrition, the Boys & Girls Club of 
the Big Island remains committed in our ef-
forts to help bring critical resources direct to 

Boys & Girls Club will continue its meal distri-
bution in Kaʻū for September. 

Photo from Boys & Girls Club

Boys & Girls Club has distributed more than 
82,000 meals on this island, during the pandemic. 

Photo from Boys & Girls Club

the homes and communities of individuals 
and families experiencing hardship," said 
Cabral.

Volunteers bring the meals to Kaʻū on 
weekdays and drop them off at Pāhala and 
Nāʻālehu Elementary Schools, where they 
are picked up for distribution. Anyone desir-

ing to be on the list of volunteers to pick up 
meals from the Boys & Girls Club in Hilo by 
3 p.m. on weekdays, for delivery to Pāhala 
and Nāʻālehu, can call 808-961-5536. To do-
nate to Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island, 
go to bgcbi.org, scroll down to the Donate 
section.

Schools, from pg. 1

Schools, pg. 7

and iPads, for preschoolers to sixth graders.
Martin said that teachers are enjoying a 

high rate of virtual attendance to classes. He 
talked about a slew of programs in use, from 
Google Classroom to Prodigy, Wonders, and 
Epic. For those without internet at home, the 
schools are providing Mifi, a Verizon por-

table wifi hotspot at no cost to students.
Martin said that a number of students 

were issued Chromebooks and other equip-
ment earlier this year and that families have 
done an excellent job of taking care of them. 
He also said good programs to those who are 
learning English as a second language.

He said many families are kind, defer-
ring to receiving Chrome-
books if they already have 
a computer, in favor of giv-
ing them to families without 
any. Nāʻālehu Elementary is 
connecting with those fami-
lies to see if their older com-
puters will work with the 
educational software, said 
Martin.

Also important, said 
Martin, is the free food pro-
gram for breakfast and lunch 
for all children who are en-
rolled. Family members can 
pick up the food from both 
the Pāhala and Nāʻālehu 
campuses.

Distance learning 
is planned for all public 
schools in Kaʻū, until the 
COVID-19 pandemic calms 
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EvENTs & ACTiviTiEs
Design Sought for Marine Sanctuary 2021 Humpback Whale Count

Design the 2021 Ocean Count T-Shirt 
for Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary. The National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation is hosting a 
t-shirt design contest, with the top finalists' 
designs appearing on oceancount.org. The 
winner will also receive $500. Email the 
design and completed registration form to 
oceancount@marinesancutary.org by Sept. 
30.

The organizers are looking for a cre-
ative design highlighting humpback whales 
in Hawaiian waters to feature on the back 
of the t-shirt. The entire design must be of 
the artist's own creation. To ensure the de-
sign looks its best when printed, submit as a 
high definition PDF, .AI, .EPS or PNG with 
a quality of at least 1500px x 1500px and 
300 DPI (dots per inch) with dimensions no 
greater than 11.5 inches by 14 inches. The 
front of the t-shirt will feature the logos of 
the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, 
the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, 
and the Department of Aquatic Resources.

Each year, thousands of hump-
back whales migrate between Alaska and 
Hawai‘i. The marine waters of Hawai‘i are 
one of the most important breeding, calving, 
and nursing grounds for humpback whales 
in the North Pacific. For that reason, the U.S. 
established Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National Marine Sanctuary to protect 
these ocean giants and their habitat.

Every year, on the last Saturday in Jan-
uary, February, and March, volunteers count 
whales from the shores of Hawaiʻi Island, 
Oʻahu, and Kauaʻi for the annual Sanctu-
ary Ocean Count. The goal of the Ocean 
Count is to increase public awareness of the 
sanctuary and current ocean issues, includ-
ing threats to humpback whales, while also 
promoting responsible viewing of all marine 
wildlife. The project offers Hawaiʻi resi-
dents and visitors an opportunity to monitor 
humpback whales in their breeding grounds 
by conducting a yearly shore-based census 
during the peak season.

The 2021 counts are scheduled for 

Saturdays, Jan. 30, Feb. 27, and March 27. 
Registration opens Dec. 15. Participants tal-
ly humpback whale sightings and document 
the animals' surface behavior during the 
surveys, which are from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Since it is an Ocean Count, participants are 
encouraged to note down any other spe-

cies seen during the count. The Sanctuary 
Ocean Count project is highly dependent 
on and hugely successful due to enthusiastic 
and dedicated volunteers. A similar effort is 
also done on Maui with the Pacific Whale 
Foundation.

See oceancount.org for more.

The 2021 Sanctuary Ocean Count organizers are looking for artists to promote the counting of hump-
back whales.                            Photo from Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary

Kaʻū Andrades Saddle Up to Feed the People
Kaʻū ranchers saddled up to help feed the community with 

donations of beef and money in August. 
Zee Andrade from the Kaʻū Andrade enterprise donated 

$5000 to ʻO Kaʻū Kākou, the nonprofit organization which 
gives away fresh-caught fish from its members and volunteers 
labor for massive food distributions throughout the district.

OKK President Wayne Kawachi said the Andrade ranching 
family also donated four head of cattle, which will be processed 
for hamburgers and other meat distributions.

Dean and Tissy Kaniho of T&D Ranch at South Point do-
nated beef on the hoof.
OKK President Wayne Kawachi receives a $5,000 check from the Kaʻū 
Andrade enterprise, represented by Zee Andrade, along with four head 
of cattle from the ranching Andrade family.                  Photo from OKK

Schools, from pg. 6

Schools, pg. 10

Ka ʻUmeke Charter School shut its three campuses 
in Hilo, moved all learning online, and submitted in-
formation to the state Department of Health to conduct 
contact tracing and notify those who may have been ex-
posed. Massive free testing was offered to the public in 
Keaukaha by Premier Medical Group, the county, and 
Keaukaha Community Association. One of source of the 
recent Hilo outbreak was suspected to be the life cel-
ebration of Manaʻo Company's singer, Kaulana Pakele. 

Coming toward Kaʻū were two cases connected 
to Hawaiʻi Volcanoes School of Arts & Sciences, with 
the student body immediately going online and closure 
of Cooper Center internet hub. In Pāhala, the first case 
since the pandemic began was reported in late August. 
All public schools in Kaʻū went to online learning. See 
story on the schools on Page 1.

COVID, from pg. 1

Kaʻū High & Pāhala Elementary School Principal Sharon Beck 
explains her school's efforts to keep students and staff safe. She 
spoke at a public meeting held by Kaʻū Rural Health Community 
Association in August.                                            Photo by Julia Neal

down. Teachers are working from the cam-
puses, as are administrators and the cafeteria 
and maintenance staff, learning this form of 
teaching and preparing for the days when the 
students will return in person.

With on-campus learning in mind, all 
three public school principals in Kaʻū gave 
a public presentation at Pāhala Community 
Center in August. They talked about the 
complexity of keeping distance between 

students in classrooms, particularly for the 
youngest children who are used to being 
close to family members and teachers. 

In the end, Kaʻū High & Pāhala El-
ementary School Principal Sharon Beck, 
Nāʻālehu Elementary Principal Darlene Ja-
var and Volcano School of Arts & Sciences 
Principal Kalima Kinny took classes online 
for the opening of the school year. Kame-
hameha School in Keaʻau, which also serves 
a number of students from Kaʻū, went vir-

tual in August, following a student testing 
positive for COVID-19.

Volcano School of Arts & Sciences 
temporarily shut down in August for any on-
campus activities, with a posting on its web-
site saying the school's CO-
VID-19 impact level is Red, 
which means Stay at Home, 
Major Disruption.

One letter to the Charter 
School's student families said: 

"A parent of a VSAS student has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. The individual entered 
the office to drop off paperwork and did not 
remain on campus or enter any other build-
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COMMUNiTY CALENDAR
See Fresh Food on The Kaʻū Calendar 
directory for farms, ranches, takeout, 
and updates at www.kaunewsbriefs.

blogspot.com
Give Input on Proposed Improve-
ments to Miloliʻi Beach Park through 
Tuesday, Sept. 8. A draft Environmen-
tal Assessment, http://oeqc2.doh.hawaii.
gov/Doc_Library/2020-08-08-HA-
DEA-Milolii-Beach-Park-Accessibility-
Improvement-Project.pdf, is released by 
County of Hawai‘i Department of Parks 
and Recreation, which would update the 
park to comply with Americans with 
Disabilities Act guidelines; make im-
provements to the parking lot, boat ramp, 
walkways, playground, and basketball/vol-
leyball courts; and replace the restrooms, 
water system, and hālau.

PETFIX Spay and Neuter Clinic for Cats 
will be held Wednesday, Sept. 9 in Ocean 
View. For information and to register, call 
808-990-3548 or email petfixbigisland@
gmail.com.

Introduction to Papermaking Workshop 
with Mary Milelzcik on Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This papermaking 
workshop, using a household blender, will 
introduce papermaking using recycled pa-
pers with various additives, including cot-
ton linters, and local plant materials. volca-
noartcenter.org/events, 967-8222

Exhibition Hawaiʻi Nei Invitational: Nā 
ʻAumākua, runs through Saturday, Sept. 
12. Also available to view online, view 
the exhibition in person the Gallery in the 
Park during normal gallery hours, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday. Free. 
Group exhibition presents themed works 
of Nā ʻAumākua, family gods. volcanoart-
center.org/events, 967-8222

Apply for Internships with Sen. Brian 
Schatz's office. Internships for undergrad, 
graduate, and law students are offered in 
the Honolulu and Washington D.C. offices. 

Applications are considered on a rolling 
basis year-round. Non-office internships 
are open for high school students to ad-
vocate in their communities. Applications 
due Sunday, Sept. 13. See schatz.senate.
gov/services.

Catalyst Abstract Watercolor Workshop 
with Patti Pease Johnson on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. volcanoart-
center.org/events, 967-8222

Dine In or Order To Go Oktoberfest 
Meals from Crater Rim Café in Kīlauea 
Military Camp on Saturday, Sept. 19 from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Menu offers Bratwurst, 
Knockwurst, Bockwurst, German Potato 
Salad, Sauerkraut, Tossed Salad, and Ger-
man Chocolate Cake. $14.95 per person. 
Call 967-8356 to book a reservation for 
dine-in or place a grab-and-go order. Face 
coverings and 6 feet social distancing are 
required in common areas. KMC is open 
to all authorized patrons and sponsored 
guests. Park entrance fees may apply.

Design the 2021 Ocean Count T-Shirt for 
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary by Sept. 30. 
Designs highlighting humpback whales in 
Hawaiian waters must be entirely the art-
ist's own creation. To ensure the design 
looks its best when printed, submit as a 
high definition PDF, .AI, .EPS or PNG 
with a quality of at least 1500px x 1500px 
and 300 DPI (dots per inch) with dimen-
sions no greater than 11.5 inches by 14 
inches. Top finalists' designs will appear 
on oceancount.org, the winner's design on 
the back of the shirt. The winner will also 
receive $500. Email the design and com-
pleted registration form to oceancount@
marinesancutary.org.

ONGOING
St. Jude's Episcopal Church services and 
worship are posted online at stjudeshawaii.
org. Join the Aloha Hour via Zoom at 11 
a.m. on Sundays, us02web.zoom.us/j/68

43449828?pwd=YW94djVvU0szOGNK
aFZ1V0pUL1owUT09, Meeting ID: 684 
344 9828, Password: Aloha. Weekly hot 
meals, hot showers, the computer lab, and 
in-person services and bible studies are 
suspended.

One-Time Emergency Food for people 
is available through Big Island Giving 
Tree. Emergency food for pets is available 
through KARES. Call David or Barbara 
Breskin at 319-8333.

The Food Basket, last Tuesday of the 
month, Sept. 29, provides food at the upper 
parking lot of Kahuku Park near St. Jude's, 
to those in need, from 10 a.m. until the 
food runs out. See hawaiifoodbasket.org.

On-Call Emergency Box Food Pantry, 
Cooper Center, weekdays from 8 a.m. 
to noon. Eligible one time every three 
months. Call Kehau, 443-4130.

Pāhala and Nāʻālehu Public Libraries, 
open for pick-up services. Nāʻālehu is open 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9 
a.m. to noon and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Pāhala 
is open Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to noon and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Schedule Li-
brary Take Out appointment at HSPLS Li-
brary Catalog by placing hold on item(s) or 
call library staff, then go to picktime.com/
hspls. For more information, visit librarie-
shawaii.org.

Free Book Exchanges, at the laundromats 
in Ocean View and Nāʻālehu, provided by 
Friends of the Kaʻū Libraries. Everyone 
is invited to take books they want to read. 
They may keep the books, pass them on to 
other readers, or return them to the Book 
Exchange to make them avail-
able to others in the community. 
The selection of books is replen-
ished weekly at both sites.

Avocado Growers Survey 
Open. Help identify opportu-
nities for expanding the local 
avocado industry, to assist lo-
cal farmers, buyers, and agen-
cies develop strategies to bolster 
Hawaiʻi's avocado industry, says 
Hawaiʻi Farmers Union United. 
Farmers and farm names kept 
anonymous, results shared pub-
licly. Survey completion gives 
option to register to win a $200 

gift certificate to Home Depot. For a hard 
copy of the survey, email: info@growfruit-
hawaii.com. Take the survey: surveymon-
key.com/r/Hawaiiavosurvey2020.

Receive Help Over the Phone with Criti-
cal Financial Issues, through Cities for 
Financial Empowerment Fund Financial 
Navigators from County of Hawaiʻi, in 
partnership with Hawaiʻi First Federal 
Credit Union. Access these remote ser-
vices by completing the webform at ha-
waiifirstfcu.com/community-resource-
center or by calling 808-933-6600 to sign 
up. The Financial Navigator will then send 
a short service agreement and call the cli-
ent to begin their personal session. Orga-
nizations across the County can also refer 
clients directly to a Financial Navigator. 
For more information, contact Sharon Hi-
rota at 808-961-8019.

Find Resources for LGBTQ+, Loved 
Ones, and Allies at Sexual and Gender 
Minority online resource hub. Hawaiʻi De-
partment of Health's first website dedicated 
to LGBTQ+ resources. Developed by the 
Sexual and Gender Minority Workgroup 
in partnership with the DOH Harm Reduc-
tion Services Branch. Resources: Under-
standing the Pacific's alternative genders; 
Pronoun guide; Book lists for children 
and teens; ʻOhana support; and DOH data. 
For more information on joining the SGM 
Workgroup, email Thaddeus Pham at thad-
deus.pham@doh.hawaii.gov. See health.
hawaii.gov/harmreduction/sexual-gender-
minority/sexual-and-gender-minorities-
sgm-in-hawaii/.

Learn About Hawaiʻi's History & Cul-
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ture through the Papakilo Database, a 
resource developed by The Office of Ha-
waiian Affairs. The Kahalo Center says 
database consists of "collections of data 
pertaining to historically and culturally 
significant places, events, and documents 
in Hawaiʻi's history. The purpose of this 
educational online repository is to increase 
the community's ability to preserve and 
perpetuate cultural and historical informa-
tion and practices." See papakilodatabase.
com.

Native Hawaiian Farmers and Ranchers 
urged to use U.S. Dept. of Ag On-Farm 
Market Directory. U.S. Office for Ameri-
can Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Programs is developing a list 
of Native Hawaiian farmers willing to 
sell direct to consumers through the On-
Farm Market Directory. Visit the program 
website for more information and to reg-
ister: ams.usda.gov/local-food-directories/
onfarm.

Receive Free Marketing Assistance, for 
small businesses affected by COVID-19 
from Univeristy of Hawaiʻi-Hilo faculty 
and their senior class. Help with moving 

business online, finding out more about the 
businesses' customers, analyzing market-
ing effectiveness, and providing customer 
service or website feedback. Visit https://
bit.ly/2YvFxsl.

Find Grants and Loans Offered to 
Farmers and Ranchers, at oahuaca.org. 
The website has a new search feature to 
help find information that applies to the 
searcher.

Begin Learning Basics of Organic Farm-
ing, from two free modules of a virtual 
training program by the Organic Farming 
Research Foundation, the University of 
California Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search & Education Program, and Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State University in San 
Luis Obispo. See https://kohalacenter.us5.
list-manage.com/track/click?u=54bdd67c
601f0c0d3ea430053&id=9e1691c22d&e=
0e3fe20c1f.

Volcano Art Center, Niʻaulani Campus in 
Volcano Village, open Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Saturday 
and Sunday. The Gallery in Hawaiʻi Vol-
canoes National Park is open Wednesday 

septemberKa‘u 2020

Volcano Artist, Writer Launches 
Manu, The Boy Who Loved Birds

Manu, The Boy Who Loved Birds is the 
new book by Volcano artist and writer Caren 
Loebel-Fried. University of Hawai‘i Press 
gives the following description:

"On a school trip to Honolulu's Bishop 
Museum, Manu and his classmates are excit-
ed to see an ancient skirt made with a million 
yellow feathers from the 
‘ō‘ō, a bird native to 
Hawai‘i that had gone 
extinct long ago. Manu 
knew his full name, 
Manu‘ō‘ōmauloa, 
meant 'May the ‘ō‘ō 
bird live on,' but never 
understood: Why was 
he named after a native 
forest bird that no longer 
existed?

"Manu told his 
parents he wanted to 
know more about ‘ō‘ō 
birds and together they 
searched the internet. 
The next day, his teacher 
shared more facts with 
the class. There was so 
much to learn! As his 
mind fills with new discoveries, Manu has 
vivid dreams of his namesake bird. After a 
surprise visit to Hawai‘i Island, where the 
family sees native forest birds in their natural 
setting, Manu finally understands the mean-
ing of his name, and that he can help the 
birds and promote a healthy forest.

"Manu, the Boy Who Loved Birds is 

a story about extinction, conservation, and 
culture, told through a child's experience and 
curiosity. Readers learn along with Manu 
about the extinct honeyeater for which he 
was named, his Hawaiian heritage, and the 
relationship between animals and habitat. 
An afterword includes in-depth informa-

tion on Hawai‘i's forest 
birds and featherwork 
in old Hawai‘i, a glos-
sary, and a list of things 
to do to help. Illustrated 
with eye-catching, full-
color block prints, the 
book accurately depicts 
and incorporates natu-
ral science and culture 
in a whimsical way, 
showing how we can 
all make a difference for 
wildlife."

Loebel-Fried is an 
award-winning author 
and artist from Volcano. 
She has written and il-
lustrated storybooks, 
including Hawaiian 
Legends of the Guard-

ian Spirits, A Perfect Day for an Albatross, 
and Legend of the Gourd, all showcasing the 
ancient art of block printing. Her books have 
won the American Folklore Society's Aesop 
Prize for children's folklore, and the Hawai‘i 
Book Publishers Association's Ka Palapala 
Po‘okela awards for excellence. Order the 
book from U.H. Press.

Volcano artist and writer Caren Loebel-Fried 
has released her new book Manu, The Boy Who 
Loved Birds. It is available from U.H. Press.

through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed 
Monday and Tuesday. Virtual Shopping 
Appointments are offered at Volcano Art 
Center locations. Shop the online gal-
lery 24/7. Orders are shipped as regularly 
scheduled. Free local pickup is available.
VAC now offers a Virtual Classroom, 
which features over 90 videos. volcanoart-
center.org/events, 967-8222

Guided Nature Walks through Nature 
Trail & Sculpture Garden, Mondays, 
9:30 a.m. at Volcano Art Center Niʻaulani 
Campus in Volcano Village. No reser-
vations for five or fewer – limited to ten 
people. Free; donations appreciated. Email 
programs@volcanoartcenter.org. Garden 
is open to walk through at one's own pace, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays. Free. volcano-
artcenter.org/events, 967-8222

Health and Fitness Website for Kūpuna, 
808b-fit.com, contains videos for kūpuna 
to play and move along with. There are 
videos for stretching, tai chi, yoga, danc-
ing, dance fitness, bon dance, hula, chair 
dancing, and chair yoga.

Yoga with Emily Catey Weiss, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
at Volcano Art 
Center Niʻaulani 
Campus in Vol-
cano Village. Ad-
vanced registra-
tion required; $5 
per class. volca-
noartcenter.org/
events, 967-8222

Volcano Farm-
ers Market, 
Cooper Center, 
Volcano Village, 
open on Sun-
days from 6 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., with 
much local pro-

duce, island beef, and prepared foods. Call 
808-967-7800.

Ocean View Swap Meet reopens Sept. 
5 at Ocean View makai shopping center, 
near Mālama Market. Hours for patrons 
are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
Vendor set-up time is 5 a.m. Masks are re-
quired for all vendors and patrons.

Ocean View Community Market, open 
Saturdays and Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m., corner of Kona Drive and Highway 
11, where Thai Grindz is located. Man-
aged by Mark Cocucci. Masks mandatory. 
Limit of people is 100. Social distancing 
required. Gate unlocked for vendors at 
5:30 a.m., $15 dollars. Parking in upper lot 
only. Vendors must provide own sanitizer. 
Food vendors must have required permits. 
Carpooling encouraged.

ʻO Kaʻū Kākou Market, in Nāʻālehu, 
open Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday, 
8 a.m. to noon. Goal is no more than 50 
customers on the grounds at a time. Ven-
dor booths per day are limited to 25, with 
30 feet of space between vendors. Masks 
and hand sanitizing are required to at-
tend the market. Social distancing will 
be enforced. Contact Sue Barnett, OKK 
Market Manager, at 808-345-9374 (voice 
or text) or kaufarmer@aol.com for more 
and to apply to vend. See facebook.com/
OKauKakouMarket.
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NU PEPA NA‘ALEHU
Dance Joins Music at Wednesday's OKK Nāʻālehu Market

Sammi Fo dances hula on Wednes-
days at Nāʻālehu Market beginning at 9:30 
a.m., joining two top Kaʻū musicians in en-
tertaining customers under the trees at the 
food buying sessions sponsored by ʻO Kaʻū 
Kākou.

Fo, who has been mastering hula since 
her teens, dances at the market with Keoki 
Sereno and Bobo, who play a large selec-
tion of Hawaiian classic and other favorite 
songs. Fo was a featured dancer during the 
heyday of Waikiki when, as she remembers, 
Hawaiʻi abounded with love and romance 
and Hawaiian hospitality.

She was 19 years old when she per-
formed in the famous Hawaiian Room in 
the prestigious Lexington Hotel in New 
York City – a tropical escape where the rich 
and famous could experience the islands' 
best entertainment from 1937 to 1966. Hun-
dreds of Hawaiian dancers, singers, and mu-
sicians were recruited to share their native 
Hawaiian culture while guests enjoyed co-

conut cocktails and 
a chef-prepared 
Polynesian luau. 
Fo also danced in 
the original cast 
of the Broadway 
show, Flower 
Drum Song.

Perhaps she is 
best remembered 
for dancing with 
Elvis Presley in the 
Blue Hawaiʻi TV 
special and for be-
ing in three of his 
movies in the early 
sixties. She was 
also in several epi-
sodes of the origi-
nal Hawaiʻi Five-O 
with Jack Lord.

She married 
Buddy Fo, leader 

of the legendary group The Invitations, a 
big part of the movement to popularize Ha-
waiian music. She danced with that group 
for many years. She has also choreographed 
and performed in important shows for "big" 
names like Don Ho, Tommy Sands, Mar-
tin Denny, Dick Jenson, John Rowles, and 
others.

Among the favorite and classic Hawai-
ian songs that will be sung by Keoki and 
Bobo and danced by Fo, are Blue Hawaiʻi, 
Lei of Stars, Hanalei Moon, Little Grass 
Shack, Lovely Hula Hands, Mua Mana, and 
Ke Aloha.

Keoki's regular gig is at the Punaluʻu 
Bake Shop, when it is open. He also plays 
for local events. Bobo, who was once rec-
ognized as one of the state's two top surfers, 
teaches ʻukulele. The ‘O Kaʻū Kākou Mar-
ket in Nāʻālehu is open Monday, Wednes-
day, and Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon. Fo 
will dance sets on Wednesdays starting at 
9:30 a.m.

Sammi Fo joins the musicians with her dance each Wednesday at Nāʻālehu 
Market.                                                                                   Photo by Annie Bosted

Run Off for Mayor, from pg. 1

Candidates, from pg. 1

also hopes to work with Stacy Higa, who 
manages Nā Leo TV, and other candidates 
who have business and community service 
backgrounds.

The post on the Marzo4Mayor Face-
book said, "Imua Kākou! Mahalo to all you 
supporters around the island of Hawaiʻi 
and worldwide for showing your Aloha 
and dedication for the Marzo 4 Mayor 
campaign."

Marzo, a fisherman, tour boat captain, 
and musician, became an online celebrity 
and activist during the 2018 Kīlauea erup-
tion. He organized volunteers to establish 
Puʻuhonua O Puna, to feed people and set 
up a hub and communication center, fea-
turing a live Facebook that kept the pub-

lic up to date. Marzo filmed the eruption 
and made daily boat runs to Pohoʻiki and 
the rest of the coastline that was inundated 
with lava.

He said he had no idea that his work 
during the eruption would lead to people 
telling him to run for mayor. He said the 
Primary Election "was like being in a 
championship game."

Kim, the incumbent, said he didn't 
know what to expect from the election as 
he was busy working all the time during 
the last four months, with the COVID-19 
pandemic and other issues. He said, "I 
would not change anything."

See more in the October issue of The 
Kaʻū Calendar.

in the October Kaʻū Calendar.
The other Senator representing Kaʻū is 

Dru Kanuha, who is not up for reelection 
until 2022.

Running for state House of Represen-
tatives for West Kaʻū into Kona are Demo-
cratic contender Jeanné Kapela, Aloha 
ʻĀina candidate Citlalli Johanna Decker, 
and Libertarian Michael Last. Kapela won 
the nomination, with 54 percent of the vote, 
over Colehour Bondera's 23.7 percent in 
the Primary Election. The race opened up 
when incumbent Rep. Richard Creagan 
decided to refrain from running again. See 
story in the October Kaʻū Calendar.

In a runoff for the trustee's seat at Of-
fice of Hawaiian Affairs for Hawaiʻi Island 
are Keola Lindsey, of Kawaihae, and La-
nakila Mangauil, of Hāmākua. The pair 
topped the field of 11 in the Aug. 8 Prima-
ry, with Lindsey taking 9.4 percent of votes 
cast and Manquail receiving 8.5 percent.

In a runnoff for the open Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs At-Large trustee seat are 

incumbent Keliʻi Akina and Keoni Souza. 
Akina won 18.9 percent of the vote, Souza 
14.8 percent, in a race of seven candidates. 
OHA Board of Trustees is comprised of 
nine members, with five representing spe-
cific places and the other four at-large. 
The terms are four years, and a portion 
of the board goes up for reelection every 
two years. See story in the October Kaʻū 
Calendar.

Hilo state Sen. Kai Kahele won the 
Democratic nomination to represent Kaʻū, 
Volcano, and all of rural Hawaiʻi in the 
U.S. Congress. He defeated Brian Evans, 
Brenda Lee, and Noele Famera. Kahele 
takes on Republican Joe Akana, Aloha 
ʻĀina Party's Jonathan Hoʻomananawanui, 
Libertarian Michelle Rose Tippens, Amer-
ican Shopping Party's John Giuffre, and 
nonpartisan candidate Ron Burrus in the 
General Election. Incumbent Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard decided not to run for the office 
again, instead concentrating on a bid for 
the presidential nomination. See story in 
the October Kaʻū Calendar.

Schools, from pg. 7
ings." A second letter said, "A VSAS student 
has tested positive for COVID-19. We are 

in the process of gathering information and 
will send out details as soon as possible. Any 
person who came in contact with the indi-
vidual will be notified directly."

The VSAS notice on its website says, 
"All in-person activities (e.g. 1:1 meetings 
with teachers) are canceled until further no-

tice. The WiFi Hub at 
Cooper Center is closed. 
The Old Volcano Road 
Campus is closed for 
cleaning and disinfec-
tion. Keakealani Cam-
pus is closed to visitors. 
Parents wishing to pick 
up materials will need 
to schedule an appoint-
ment and remain in their 
vehicles."

Help is available for 
VSAS student families 
to make appointments 

by calling 808-204-4020. Help with school 
work is available by calling 808-204-4060. 
Help with both can be found by emailing 
studentsupport@volcanoschool.net.

Mrs. Pablo at Nāʻālehu Elementary School welcomes her students with 
this bitmoji banner in her online classroom, with students logging in on 
their Chromebooks and iPads. Image courtesy of Nāʻālehu Elementary
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KAHUKU TO MiLOLi‘i
Outdoor Ocean View Community Market Opens Saturdays

Ocean View Community Market 
opened on Saturdays and proved to be a 

great success, according to vendors. Many 
regulars from the recently closed Ocean 
View Swap Meet joined Thai Grindz food 

truck on the corner of Kona and Highway 
11. A steady stream of customers took ad-
vantage of the convenient parking to shop 
and talk story.

One of the organizers, Mark Cocucci, 
said he has ambitious plans to build up the 

market to be a strong community resource, 
while cautioning that 
it will take a collec-
tive effort.

The market will 
be open each Satur-
day starting about 
6:30 a.m. for the ear-
ly birds, and ending 
about 2 p.m.

The market will 
also open on Wednes-
days starting Aug. 12. 
The property owner 
has agreed to a 90-
day trial run. In keeping with COVID pro-
tocols, the organizers may have to limit 
visitation to make it pono, right, for every-
one. "We want this to be drama-free," says 
Cocucci. "We will not tolerate any fighting 
and will evict any trouble makers."

Alan and Lan Smith, of Island Altera-
tions, said the new location is preferable to 
the former swap meet location, adding that 
they are selling more than they thought 
they would.

Henry Miranda, who helps his family 
at their stall for Salvadorian food, agreed 
that the new location was better as it was 
more spacious and not as windy. "We are 
getting plenty of customers." 

Mary Lou Otero, who helps Juan Per-
ez prepare tacos for customers, said that 
she loves the new location and is pleased 
that the new market can help the Ocean 
View community.

Helen McCullough and her cousin, 
Ricky Gordon, offer a wide array of hand-
made crafts in a variety of mediums, in-
cluding stained glass, wood, and metal. 
She said she loves the new location and is 
delighted with the turnout. "People can see 
us when they are on the way to the transfer 
station. Most of us vendors are neighbors 
and we are all having fun here."

Sheryl Hauler 
said that she is happy 
to be anywhere that 
she can sell her CDs 
and DVDs, explain-
ing that it was tough 
when the swap meet 
was closed.

The Ocean View 
Swap meet is re-
starting in Septem-
ber. Joslin told The 
Kaʻū Calendar, "The 
community market 

is staying open and the ocean view swap 

meet is reopening, now vendors and cus-
tomers alike will have a choice and there 
should be no overcrowding."

Justice Solutions Helps OV Boys & Girls
Big Island Criminal Justice Solutions recently presented a $500 check to Boys & Girls 

Club of the Big Island. The money was raised specifically for Ocean View, where many 
children depend on schools 
for nutrition at breakfast and 
lunch on weekdays. Schools 
in Nāʻālehu and Pāhala allow 
families to drive up for meals 
but some families are without 
wheels. While schools are 
making their best effort to take 
food to the children, Boys & 
Girls Club is distributing one 
additional meal per day to fill 
in and give more nutrition to 
the keiki. Gabe Morales is Ex-
ecutive Director for the Ocean 
View branch of Criminal Jus-
tice Solutions. Ryan Quesen-
berry of Boys & Girls Club 
accepted the check.

Big Island Criminal Justice Solutions recently raised $500 for Big 
Island Boys & Girls Club's Ocean View program. At left is Ryan 
Quesenberry, of Boys & Girls Club. At right is Gabe Morales, 
Criminal Justice System's Ocean View Executive Director. 

Photo from CJS

Ocean View Community Market is open Saturdays and Wednesdays on the corner of Kona Drive and 
Hwy 11.                                                                                                                            Photo by Annie Bosted

Mark Cocucci, an organizer of the new Ocean 
View Community Market. Photo by Annie Bosted

Thai Grindz food truck, parked regularly on the 
site of the new Ocean View Community Market. 
Here, Natkritta Joslin takes an order from a 
customer.                              Photo by Annie Bosted

Helena Miranda cooks exotic Salvadorian food 
in her outdoor kitchen, and sells fruit, vegetables, 
and Kaʻū Coffee, at the new Ocean View Com-
munity Market. Photo by Annie Bosted

Helen McCullough and Ricky Gordon with a few 
of their stained-glass offerings. 

Photo by Annie Bosted
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ENERGY, sUsTAiNAbiLiTY iN KA‘U
Kamilo Considered for Impaired Waters Designation

The Environmental Protection Agency 
is examining public input in a move to add 
Kamilo Beach and its coastal waters to its 
Impaired Waters list. In February, Surfrider 
Foundation, Center for Biological Diver-
sity, and Sustainable Coastlines Hawaiʻi 
sued EPA to address plastic pollution under 
the Clean Water Act. According to Surfrid-
er, the lawsuit challenges EPA's "failure 
to examine studies showing widespread 
plastic pollution in Hawaiʻi's coastal wa-
ters and declare the waters 'impaired' under 
section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act."

The plaintiffs say 17 coastal water 
bodies around the Hawaiian Islands suffer 
from "widescale plastic pollution that cov-
ers beaches, pollutes our waves, degrades 
coral reefs, and threatens wildlife. Plastic 
pollution in Hawaiʻi ranges from micro-
plastics that contaminate coastal waters 
and harm marine life to massive piles of 
plastic waste along Kamilo Beach, nick-
named 'Plastic Beach.' Studies indicate 
that 17 water bodies around the Hawaiian 

islands are impaired by plastic pollution."
EPA's response to the lawsuit includes 

charging the State of Hawaiʻi with failing 
"to take into account water quality impair-
ment due to plastic pollution," says the 
Surfrider website. EPA ordered the State 
to again examine the impact of plastic pol-
lution on its ocean, beaches, and wildlife. 
EPA identified Kamilo Beach and three 

miles out to sea in Hawaiʻi's coastal juris-
diction, as "impaired by trash." After pub-
lic input, the EPA will make a final deci-
sion and could order the State of Hawai`i 
to take action to reduce pollution at Kamilo 
Beach and its nearshore waters.

Beyond Kamilo, the EPA could add 
additional beaches around the state to its 
list and advise the State of Hawaiʻi to give 
them attention. See EPA's action to add 
waters to Hawaiʻi's 2018 List of Impaired 
Waters under Clean Water Act, Section 
303(d). Written comments were accepted 
through Aug. 19.

Maxx Phillips, the Center for Bio-

logical Diversity's Hawaiʻi director, said, 

"This is great news for Hawaiʻi, which 
has been hit hard by plastic pollution. The 
ocean plastic pollution crisis is a public 
health crisis. Plastic permeates our waters, 
chokes wildlife, and carries toxins onto our 
beaches, through our food web, and even-
tually onto our tables. It's time for Hawaiʻi 
to finally address this threat."

Angela Howe, Esq., Surfrider Foun-
dation's Legal Director, said, "Our plastic 
pollution activists in Hawaiʻi and around 
the nation are pleased to see this decision. 
This is a critical first step to address marine 
plastic pollution through our nation's water 
quality protection laws and to help prevent 
future degradation of beaches, coral and 
marine life."

At the end of 2019, Hawaiʻi Wildlife 
Fund announced that staff and volunteers 
removed over 81,150 lbs of marine debris 
during 79 cleanups on 3 islands – Hawaiʻi 
Island, Maui, and Lānaʻi – with the help of 
1,758 volunteers (total volunteer workday 
count).

Volunteers and HWF staff hauled more than two tons of debris off Kamilo Beach in Kaʻū in one 
weekend in early 2020. Beach cleanups have been postponed due to the COVID-19 threat. 

Photo from Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund

A dense carpet of debris, much of it plastics of all sizes, covers Kamilo Beach. Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund 
staff and volunteers, including two young keiki, cleaned up 886 pounds of debris at Kamilo on Dec. 22. 
Impact of plastic debris on Kamilo Beach, which is being considered for special status for cleanup, is 
being reviewed by Environmental Protection Agency.                             Photo from Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund
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Face Shields, Garden Visits Added to Kaʻū Hospital Protocols
Kaʻū Hospi-

tal has added face 
shields to face 
masks for the staff's 
dress code around 
patients. Hospital 
administration also 
made it possible for 
family members to 
visit long term resi-
dents outdoors dur-
ing the pandemic

Kaʻū Hospital & 
Rural Health Clinic's 
Administrator Meri-
lyn Harris said the 
face shield policy is 
for "any staff mem-
ber who will be 
around patients inside the hospital, wheth-
er it be in the ER or the inpatient area." 
Staff members wear "not just a procedure 

mask but also a face shield as well." She 
explained that the "decision to add this ex-
tra layer of protection for patients has been 
made by all of the facilities on the island 

that care for long-term care residents."
Harris said, "Because our hospital is so 

small and we have at any given time 16-18 
long-term kūpuna 
in our care, we 
want to take this 
extra step to pro-
tect them. We are 
still blessed with 
no covid cases 
but want to keep 
it that way. Face 
shields are 
hot and un-
comfortable 
so we really 
appreciate all 
our staff for 
their commit-
ment to pa-
tient safety."

Kaʻū 
Hospital, in 

opening an opportunity for family 
members to visit long term residents, 
recently sent out a letter to all families 
with inpatients, entitled Staying Con-

nected with Loved 
Ones. It says, "The 
pandemic has required 
us to implement ex-
traordinary measures 
to ensure the safety of 
the inpatients in our 
facility. Our no visitor 
policy has been one of 
those measures that 
Kaʻū Hospital, along 
with all the other fa-
cilities on island that 
provide long-term 
care services, have en-
forced since the mid-
dle of March of this 
year. Sadly, that policy 
remains in place.

"However, we are very aware that the 
lack of contact with loved ones has been 
extremely difficult for many of our patients 
and their families so we have come up with 
a plan that will enable them to reconnect in 
an open-air environment. These visits by 
appointment only are conducted with the 
patient inside our fenced in garden area 
and the family member outside. Both must 
wear masks and be physically at least six 
feet apart. So far it has been working really 
well," said Harris.

A special outdoor seating area where long term patients at Kaʻū Hospital are able 
to see and talk to relatives and friends.                                       Photo by Julia Neal

Kaʻū Hospital staff wear face shields in addition to face masks.                        Photo from Kaʻū Hospital
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KA PEPA vOLCANO
Volcano Artist Wins Quilts in the Forest – Winds of Change

Phan Nguyen Barker 
is winner of Volcano Art 
Center's Viewer's Choice 
Award in its third biennial 
quilt show, Quilts in the 
Forest – Winds of Change. 
Barker is well known for 
her hand-dyed silk and ab-
stract silk paintings which 
often include stunning 
textural needlework. Her 
works range from simple, 
elegant hand-dyed silk to 
labor-intensive, complex, 
three-dimensional works 
that borrow stitches and 
techniques from a range of 
fabric arts.

Gallery Manager 
Emily Weiss says, "It is 
no wonder that Phan's 
work was selected, even 
amongst the other strong 
quilt entries. Watching 
people view Phan's work, 
they often spend a little 
more time, allowing their 
thoughts to meander along 
the complex stitchery. The 
fact that her works are ab-
stract allows viewers to 
bring their own experienc-
es to the work and create 
their own interpretation. 

This allows her work to 
become much more per-
sonal to the viewer."

Barker's artwork 
is available through the 
VAC gallery. Beginning 
in early December, she 
will open her fourth solo-
exhibition at East Hawaiʻi 
Cultural Center/Hawaiʻi 
Museum of Contem-
porary Art in Hilo. Her 
new work will focus on 
her early life in Vietnam, 
from 1946 to 1969.

Barker was born in 
1946 in Tu Chau, a pre-
dominantly Catholic vil-
lage north of Hanoi, Viet-
nam. When Vietnam was 
partitioned in 1954, she 
fled with her father and 
siblings to South Vietnam. 
She grew up with the Viet-
nam War raging around 
her and learned English as 
a clerk/typist at Bien Hoa 
Air Base. She volunteered 
as an interpreter for an 
Air Force chaplain, who 
encouraged her to come 
to America to study. After 
endless paperwork and 
delays, she arrived in the 
United States in 1969. Her 

time in Vietnam has provided inspiration 
for many powerful works of art.

A statement from Volcano Art Center 
says it wishes "to thank its supportive mem-
bers and community who viewed the exhi-
bition. It was wonderful to see our commu-
nity out and enjoying the arts. Patrons were 

Volcano Art Center: In-Person Workshops, Shows
Volcano Art Center's Niʻaulani Campus offers in-person workshops "with important 

safety measures in place." Learn the basics of making paper and recycle during the Introduc-
tion to Papermaking workshop with Mary Milelzcik on Saturday, Sept. 12, from 10 a.m. to 3 

p.m. This papermaking workshop, using a household blender, will introduce 
papermaking using 
recycled papers with 
additives, including 
cotton linters and lo-
cal plant materials.

Patti Pease 
Johnson will teach 
the Catalyst Abstract 
Watercolor work-
shop on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Exhibit Hawaiʻi 
Nei Invitational: Nā 
ʻAumākua continues 
through Saturday, 
Sept. 12 at VAC Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. The exhibit is 
open Wednesday through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and online atvolca-
noartcenter.org/shop.

Five Decades of Park Volunteers
The Volunteers in Parks program reached five decades of service at Hawai‘i Volca-

noes National Park this summer. A statement from the Park says, "We celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the NPS Volunteers in Parks program this year with the latest, greatest 
group shot featuring many of our fantastic volunteers who work to protect. We have said 
it many times: we couldn't fulfill our mission without the selfless dedication and spirit of 
aloha from our corps of VIPs."

Last year, 651 park volunteers contributed 27,568 hours of their time. They worked 
in museum collections and archives, led hikes and answered countless visitor questions, 
monitored the backcountry, restored native forest, maintained trails, helped save native 
animals like honu‘ea (hawksbill turtles) and other endangered species, and more. Accord-
ing to the Park statement, their "invaluable effort" is equal to 13.25 full-time equivalent 
employees working 40 hours a week, or $701,000.

In the announcement, the Park sent mahalos to non-profit partners, Hawaiʻi Pacif-
ic Parks Association and Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, "whose support 
keeps many of these vital VIP programs operational."

An early 2020 photo of some of the many volunteers at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
NPS photo/Janice Wei

See Nā ʻAumakuaʻIo Pueo by Ken Charon and many 
other pieces of art during the Hawaiʻi Nei Invitational: Nā 
ʻAumākua exhibit, which runs through Sept. 12 at Volcano 
Art Center and online. Photo from VAC

patient and respecting of 
social distancing and the 
extra safety measures in 
place to keep the space 
clean and safe for enjoy-
ment. We were pleased 
that many people came 
to see the exhibition in 
person and for those that 
didn't, the exhibition was 
popularly viewed online. 
The arts are alive and 
well, and are continuing 

to play a very important role 
in our community during 
these challenging times."

Volcano Art Center is a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit organiza-
tion created in 1974 whose 
mission is to promote, de-
velop, and perpetuate the ar-
tistic, cultural, and environ-
mental heritage of Hawaiʻi 
through arts and education. 
Visit volcanoartcenter.org for 
more information.Phan Nguyen Barker. 

Portrait from Keola Magazine

People's Choice Award-winning quilt  
Light and Shadow by Phan Nguyen 
Barker.            Photo by Jesse Tunison

Onishi/Hughes, from pg. 3

Onishi/Hughes, pg. 15

'balanced' legislature." She wants to "bring 
vision and balance into" government. She 
"believes in providing a two-party system 
that gives voice to those wishing for the 
traditional values and founding princi-
ples." Her campaign site says she "has the 
ability, the skill sets, the political rigor and 
stamina required to jump into congress on 
day one and hit the road running."

Her campaign information says her 
focuses include:

The Economy, Jobs, and Quality 
of Life: "Democrats have been unable to 
bring back good-paying jobs to this island 
since the sugar mills closed in 1994. The 
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Help Firefighters, First Responders Battle in Forest, on the Range
For range and forest fires in Kaʻū and 

Volcano, Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park 
says motorists can help firefighters and oth-
er first responders "keep everyone safe by 
slowing down and heeding traffic control 
devices during fires and other emergencies, 
and by pulling over when emergency vehi-
cles with flashing lights and sirens approach 
them. Did you know 99 percent of wildfires 
in Hawai‘i are started by people? Learn how 
to be fire safe by visiting hawaiiwildfire.org/
lookout."

This Summer, a fire drew firefighting 
units from Volcano, Pāhala, the National 
Park Service, and Keaʻau, along with volun-
teers from Volcano and Hawaiian Paradise 
Park. They extinguished a fire ignited in dry 
‘ōhi‘a woodland between Nāmakanipaio 
Campground and Mauna Loa Road, off 

Highway 11, near mile 
marker 31. There were 
no injuries, and there are 
no structures in the area. 
The cause remains under 
investigation.

Despite "moderately 
strong tradewinds and 
very dry conditions," the 
county police department 
reported that crews were 
"able to stop the fire from 
running." An announce-
ment from the Park said 
Waikea Rescue Chopper 
1 "dropped several loads 
of water on the flames." The fire was also fu-
eled by dry native lichen growing on the top 
layer of volcanic ash that is prevalent in the 

area. Many areas in the Park are under se-
vere fire danger due to low rainfall amounts. 
Mauna Loa Road from Kīpukapuaulu to 

Mauna Loa Lookout is closed to vehicles 
due to very high fire danger, as of press time.

Firefighters and volunteers, medics, fire engines, water trucks, and a helicopter were needed to put out a fire along Hwy 11 
in Volcano this Summer                                                                                                                                                            NPS photo

Kīlauea Overlook Opens for First Time Since 2018
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park Cel-

ebrated the reopening of Kīlauea Overlook 

for the first time in more than two years on 
Aug. 25. The 2018 Kīlauea eruption and 
summit collapse created unsafe conditions 
at the overlook. Numerous earth cracks and 
gaping sinkholes on Crater Rim Trail lead-
ing to Kīlauea Overlook have been repaired, 
and post-and-cable barriers near the crater's 

edge are upgraded. Visitors are urged to stay 
safe by staying on the trail and obeying all 

posted signs.
In addition, extensive re-

pairs to Crater Rim Drive near 
Kīlauea Military Camp and 
to the road leading to Kīlauea 
Overlook are complete, and the 
parking lot has been resurfaced 
and striped.

Hawai‘i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park Acting Superinten-
dent Rhonda Loh said, "We are 
pleased to welcome our com-

munity back to Kīlauea Overlook in time 
for the 104th birthday of the National Park 
Service. Kīlauea Overlook is a vista near 
the edge of Kīlauea caldera that offers op-
portunities to observe much of the caldera 
and reflect on the dramatic impacts from the 
eruptive events of 2018."

Volcano House Reopens, Pauses
Volcano House is temporarily closed 

after a phased reopening of its hotel rooms, 
sit-down restaurant, take-out meals, and re-
tail stores. For six weeks up to July 25, as 
it renewed and adjusted its hospitality ser-
vices to the reality of the COVID pandemic, 
Volcano House brought kitchen, hotel, con-
cierge, and retail staff back to work. Staff 
members said they saw the reopening as 
a cause to support their community and to 
practice new protocols for the safety of their 
colleagues and guests.

During the time of ramping up for the 
new way of business, Volcano House wel-
comed everyone to gaze into Kīlauea Cal-
dera from its glassed-in sitting area and to 
rest by its famous fireplace. Some people 
began dining at The Rim and 
picked up food for take out, 
and stopped into the stores.

On July 25, however, 
Volcano House operators 
pushed the pause button. 
With COVID-19 cases rising 
on O‘ahu, and some public 
officials wanting to halt inter-
island travel, it became appar-
ent that the return of visitors 
in numbers that could sustain 
the operation of the hotel 
and its amenities will be the 
future. The Aug. 1 planned 
reopening of trans-Pacific travel to Hawai‘i 
for those with a negative COVID-19 test 
was delayed until Sept. 1, and is now paused 
through at least Oct. 1. Anyone visiting from 

out-of-state in September would have to be 
quarantined in their hotel room for 14 days.

Lodging at Volcano House; the dis-
tanced, sit-down dining at The Rim Restau-
rant; and take out dining at Uncle George's 
Lounge, are suspended. The lobby, fireplace 
room, retail shops, observation deck, and 
indoor sitting area where visitors can gaze 
into Halemaʻumaʻu, are closed. Volcano 
House is not taking reservations for hotel 
accommodations, nor for Nāmakanipaio, 
the campground and cabins.

The announcement on the main door of 
Volcano House says, "As of July 25th, Vol-
cano House will temporarily be suspending 
operations. We look forward to serving our 
guests, employees, and community in the 

near future. We apologize for any incon-
venience. Please contact us at frontdesk@
hawaiivolcanohouse.com if you have any 
questions." See hawaiivolcanohouse.com.

Flocks of nēnē, the Hawaiian goose, are 
sometimes seen flying over Kīlauea Over-
look after sunrise, and it's a good place to 
watch for koa‘e kea, the white-tailed trop-
icbirds, circling Halema‘uma‘u Crater. The 
section of old Crater Rim Drive, which 
plunged into Halema‘uma‘u during the sum-

mit collapse, is visible across the caldera.
Most of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National 

Park is now open. Visit the website for de-
tailed information on what areas are open, 
how to prepare for a visit, and how to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. See nps.gov/havo/
index.htm.

Nēnē, flying over Kīlauea Caldera.                NPS photo/Janice Wei

The Rim at Volcano House temporarily closed its doors.
Photo by Julia Neal
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current 30-50 percent unemployment is 
completely unsustainable. The Hawaiʻi 
State Legislature just voted a 15 percent 
pay raise to government employees while 
the whole state is suffering with massive 
unemployment and businesses which may 
never reopen. State, country, and federal 
workers are not feeling your pain. They are 
still getting paid – at almost /twice as much 
as non-government workers like you! Is 
that fair?"

First Amendment Rights (Freedom 
of Assembly): "In neither the U.S. nor the 
Hawaiian Constitution does it explicitly 
state the prohibition of peaceful assembly. 
Yet this was enacted, without legislation, 
during an election year and should never 
have happened."

Education: "Under their democrat 
rule our schools have declined to the 
point where only one in five students have 
reached minimally successful standards. 
As a former teacher of [23] years at MVS 
I am appalled. This has resulted in only in 
1:5 University of Hawaiʻi freshmen get-
ting any kind of a degree. We can't move 
forward into a future of better jobs with 
these kinds of results! If we don't change 
this, we might as well teach our kids one 
phrase: 'Do you want fries with that?'"

Community Needs: "Families need 
Dads back inside. the. home. period. Chil-
dren need balance. The Homeless problem 
is not a monolithic problem. It's compli-
cated one and needs an intensive, multifac-
eted approach."

See more at choosesuehughes.com.
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Honuʻapo's Kiko Johnston-Kitazawa 
is the new caption of The Golden Rule, 
the Veterans for Peace sailboat that cruises 
throughout the islands and into the Pacific 
to promote peace. In August, the sailboat 
sailed offshore Oʻahu with banners urging 

the end of the biannual Rim of the Pacific 
that brings military ships, planes, helicop-
ters, and missiles from many countries for 
war games in Hawaiʻi's nearshore waters.

On local network TV, Kitazawa-
Johnston told Hawaiʻi News Now about 
the peace mission of The Golden Rule. He 
mentioned that in history, Hawaiʻi earned a 
reputation for neutrality and he called for 
Hawaiʻi and Pacific Island nations to fur-

Veterans for Peace sponsors The Golden Rule voyages to demilitarize, denuclearize, and neutralize. 
Photo from The Golden Rule Project

ther develop that reputation.
The Golden Rule Project has taken the 

boat to ports around Hawaiʻi, welcoming 
the public with presentations on promoting 
peace and denuclearization. The captain 
said The Golden Rule had planned a trip 

to the Marshall Islands and other 
destinations on its way to Japan, 
where the crew would participate 
in commemoration ceremonies 
regarding the U.S. bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki during 
World War II 75 years ago, on 
Aug. 6 and 7. However, the CO-
VID-19 pandemic put a pause on 
sailing beyond Hawaiian waters. 
The scheduled sailing to Japan 
may resume in January.

Helen Jaccard, who manag-
es The Golden Rule Project, said 
demilitarization and neutraliza-
tion of Hawaiʻi and other Pacific 
islands would provide protection 
for island people in the long run. 

She said that $4.7 trillion spent on nuclear 
weapons could be transferred to helping to 
solve such problems as the pandemic.

The Golden Rule's first peace mis-
sion was in 1958, in opposition of nuclear 
testing in the South Pacific. The leader of 
the mission was a former U.S. Navy Com-
mander who pledged to stop the nuclear 
testing that displaced islanders and made 
their homes uninhabitable. He faced arrest, 

Kiko Johnston-Kitazawa Captains The Golden Rule

Capt. Kiko Johnston-Kitazawa, left, explains the mission of The 
Golden Rule on Hawaiʻi News Now.         Photo by Helen Jaccard

the testing went forward. He continued his 
mission with talks around the U.S. The 
boat was restored by Veterans for Peace 
and returned to its peace mission.

See more atvfpgoldenruleproject.org. 
See #cancelRIMPAC, Cancel Rimpac Co-
alition, Veterans For Peace Hawaiʻi - Chap-
ter 113, and Hawaiʻi Peace and Justice.


